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Tuf’lb^ {(llKMk<iiiatel]i Jiflembled and chc^e his foti JhtggU^ 
or fucooed bn father, prince at4rft a)Mn-^ 9 ^£^, 

doAcd hunfidf to.a life of mdo^ce and debauchery, into 
wlhcb be wai^ai^aily djB^n by fame of the nc^iitt), who 
formed detig^'i upi^r Vis intending by trd operas to 

alienate from him the*'affctftlo^of his people. ^ 'I’y /orcfight 
and natural good fenlc young inc^^arch ^ynetrated 

into their ^”?h' when he 

was piungfcd in a h7e or difioljJ^jjj^^ All of a 

fudden he dilcarded hh gldifinlspanions^ Imd, Jnce our 
allimed at once a behaviour and digmcy v'^rhyot m'jc'iy. 

'I hi» dtimilEon of the hill,nobii^*«'sf the, realm occaiic^ed 
murtlii Antony thciH*, U^idn loon broke out into open 
rebellion, tiefi!'****’diftingd?!?^ his valour, 
bis prude nee) and hS clemency fi^t d«tc«cd Ins ene¬ 

mies, obliged them to (hbnxit to his tcims, and t^n not only 
pardoned them, hut took them again ii^ lavom*, which he 
eiieeined the true method of gaming thcw aficetfons, ayd Se¬ 
curing *hetr allegiance} ^but he iirft inhlied upon a total re- 
ion I'atioQf'V their mannels, and enforced this by his own ex- 
anrp||Ji.'‘ We find indeed a dii&rent chars^Lr of thu 

who lelates, that after the fup irtilion of ibis re¬ 
bel turn, nS^tcT. again into his odd and ended his 

reign m the fame mglariuus mifeMier m which he began **. 


^ O L A V S 11. 

Uf^k his death his Ton Oiamli. mminced the throne, in Ohm II. 
heritine all the vices of his father, wwbont one of his vir- ^uh 
4ies. H’ls tadxolc reign^ which happily did not exceed tenAD.iof* 
li|bars, Was a fenes of luxury, profiifion, and the niofi fcan- 
\i1ou5 lull and debauchery. He died howevci (eemingly pr- 
'^ent, as ap{)cars by th| fpeech he made to his fotis on hig 
which he exhoKa them to retrieve by thur 
i>^w;jr^;ni”aonour,‘whi bad greatly luficred by 


yudi t\je^M^dp"Bonour, which 
and_%%tace ineafures (A). 


FROTm‘ 

^Kxti Gram. 1. vi. et Auft. citat. * Saxo Gkau. 1. vi. 
Mhim. p. 47. • Mtvas. 1.){, p. 84. 

. C* * 

<A) ISaxo G-ammatteus ssd ^ fir*» i* appears, «pi9)l 
PtMtamu {^all 4his ppnee Okty undoubted aothoruy, sn-J indeed 

^ S a ttpoA 
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The Hiftery of Denmark. 

FROTjijO V. and HAROLD I. 

FROTIIO V. and Harold I. Tons to tkp date monarch, 
were both failed to the thrortej'-(haring the t^rcignty be* 
twfcn them ; 4he one prefiding bver naval* affairs, and the 
other talOTg it upon hiti^to dirciU whatever belon^d fft the 
armies and land forces of the kingdom. Fsoth^ as the 
cldcft, chije the former nrovin re ni cfirffffcnon that rha- 
rin^ea)pf#ment<< were held important 

' ndi^fTVk*c (A). cnfjl^d tirff iipn,n ar^dion, 

crerifnl defeenHoon feme of the neighbour- 

rcfufing 

mtcrp riy,e, by*which their families 
t to niifi ; exprefly affirm?, that 

tl* iftflucncc w!%cI^/V5//>'/s queen had over him, orcalioned 
hi^ifgrace. ^ 'The pa.Tliyw^ ^rs^ ever, of this .:fKiir are rot 
ui-oriit.d, and we (tnly know thtst Hc'tmitted [-lisiyaJi^mcnt 

^ maxim, 

lan fljfillUnic inlifrcfl into the lea or land- 
!e that was atten«ied with the happieft con- 
Aldiers, emulous <jf glory, and free from 
nf^'d all dangers, and obtained numbcrlefs 
viclorics under the conduct of the h^avc Harold :aft«K which 
they wcic permitted*to rcitjrn hofric, to Celtic a*4^mjo^thc 
iijUjs and glory of-their toil and courage. Frotho r ^iSlft unt 


ing coa 


an uil 
his fi 

to enter uji 
aipjht he bro7 


fc 


with envy at 
had fo miieh 


tht^lucccfs of his brother’s arms, 
ecli]i^^ h« 


hie 6wn aiStions ; and irfmiDl^cnupporl 
the fight of a peribn, whofe vietoiics rcmmclcd him of his 
own defeat, and whofe public chara£tcr he deemed a tacit 
reproach, took the bafe rcfolution of having him n^rdered 
His refentment hud fuitihcd his heart againfl the di^tes ol 
hondlir, brother!yjovj;, and humanity : he employed an aflaffin, 
//*■ is tnur. accotiipliftted his end, and then murdered the tool of his vib 
dfst’.i hy Idiny, the better to coftceal. it'. But parricidc'is a crime, 
his hither, againil which the Almighty feems, in a particular manner, u 

• Saxo Gram.' i„vi. *Meurs. p. 


upon their own, th.at ViTi had • c.'raiitg thefi 

• changed his name to Oiaus. who princes agreed iiBn. PontaKK 
ij, for this reafon, p^perly dif- lays, that mariiii^ afFaMRr.>j 
tingui(lie»i by the^ppcliationof committed to Harold'. *4^“-'' 
Qltius the firll (i). this pr '•bnbly happened af 

( A) The r>a>tljh writers mifcai riage of his bre 
divided in thetr opinions con« 

Jl) p. 4S. (• ' * f. I. 2^ 

have 
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Tin tf Dentnai^ 

imfei^intcd his ven&eance. FTotho'% own ^nfcience 
fuffidOflt accufcrt^nd gave fuch evidencl( again him, as coM 
Vinceci the whqjc^ world that Hateid met with his death from^ 
the hand of his^wn brother. AH his meaiurcs wcrc^idiatcii by 
phrenzy ai/iH!efpatr^ which became Nifible in his cvtmtcnance. 

He igiagiftcd he could not be feture while tl^e t^lJicn uf 
Harold Inyd, ^and took mcafurcs ^^^*quIct his minil^ by cn 
(leafing tlic ftun^^''r or his crimes, and luperaddii * ' 

dcr of his nephews hio only bioihcr.i . 

however, were fruftraied by dance of ajTiotj|eni|Ln, to 

whom the education of the ifoun^ princes yas CYTinittod. 

After conclaltnir his pupils a c^se, the nithful guardian 
returned to court, and iT^lorcd'SN^/^*^ ih^^he would 
abdain from fhcdding anil iiotJ*^iivc his in¬ 

nocent nephews of lifcj^'^^tti lobbmg them /if a royal aa''^^ 
biasc parent I'tot} a, picundyig to b** nfoved by tht^intrcA- 

tics cCijihis hoiufl nnfcdANiiais,■»Jrftti ncail) .»tcoiiipliflicd Dy 
diffiniila^tioftf*wt»ji^he could not eftci^ » A fcw)eais 

after, be i^ot 'he yotirTg*gcntleib'. \ jntdr'hia haf\ls, ai d^was 
going to have tluin fi uhn lud, when their i wn AiJuf laved 
them they pnundid to quarrel, and duircd lt»c todii.uk* 
th( ir dtfpuie h) the Iwiid, uhuii the h»^''-4t.ijiOily gianted, 
in exptj.tmon that thur watmth, lourag?, and animolfty, 
might jus purpolesjtwithout dipping 1 ij ovvih^undsin 

thcir^Iood. He was even eiuel enou,'b'i‘? I'V- ‘t f])CctHor of * 
the ond thus his puniftiment wag,li#<5u«ht about bytfTc 

ifibitrw^ W*>ns of Pnnid^nee |•‘’0?r thc-Jpuncts, upona/o,„wni 


inv 


Agnal agicid, tamed u( on then uncle, aijif man iiiAant laidrulj 
hii^dcad on the ground with their fwoids Thuo perdhed the 
lr<*chcrous and bloody Ficthi, b) the hands of his own ne¬ 
phews, ^alter a reign rendered infamous to all poAeiity, by 
the bifbarous murder of a brother, who was the greatefbor- 
nament of his famd) and kingdom, as well ali the moA valo¬ 
rous prince of his age 9 


IJALDANE IT. and-HAROLD II. 

FROTIV) was fucceetlcd by ^he two lows id 1 larcld^ H dd in* 

oldc it natheyoungeft called dttr his father, jj afti 
Hit Lint iSime'ftrebjf'cngagcd i«i a war with 5 u,atd king of [{^rold II. 
Swidia, for I Sfons with which wc are unacquainted, aft'r- 
^wt^ him frequent and figna! defeats, |j/e at length fl*w him 
ikd|^t!e with his own hand hruk^ th<* fon and lucetn<^r of 
y/iL&tif to re'cnge his father’s death, made a fudden deleent 

** POSTSN. 1 1 p. 27. Si vMNf. p 4-». 
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on 



the 

Swedes. 


^he VRfierj of Bems^arke 

,, ^^Senmark^ wSIj av>owerfu] aniiament9 while 'HaUawfit^ < 
Harold l^en up in decidir^a difputc with fotnc Slixen lords.^W*- 
immediately aitembled an army, and,^K)c the Sxvedes 
battle j buf the fuccefs was not aerccabjc courage 

his caufe; for after an obftiiwie engage- 
^ment he w«s flain in thec(,ms of vifiory, which n«f»v inwiie- 
hlaliiaiw diatdy declared for Erick, Upon thib Haldane^ imt-iediately^ 
reigm alone retfti ^enmark^ drove pm nf his dominions, pur- 

znd dc’ fuc<! tiioiSzveden,, defea^aWmi^^nd^terrhinated the 
quarrcKGwiheVea'ii of hisvKmy, whom he 'in 

finjlc ck /.bat'.k After this ^wious tranfadtionj^ he hitcd 
out a powrful \Kla/aJja>f frpo ilis COSfts, 

and was this than he had been in all 

former want 'I^owards of his life, and in a 

ad\^nced a^, married the princefs of Norway, and 
by^er had a, fon beffTt^wj^j^e very day in which he luicd, 
of.'Tt lingering ^ ifea ii;* coirtrii£led ' in' c;|nfequ^^ij^iii^7 

heJuftaitioLiSH li'ilii* . .iiTff i'nii ^jch 

ons*of the ^fforurus Haldane, comflowoly^allcd 
the fon of (a^rt/r/y/rdeit)) from his invincible courage 

arn thofe gmtrouslqualities which feemed to elevate him 
al>ove;,the rar'!rr?^>i^rtals. His name had fpirad ilfclf over 
air the ^i.thcrn kingdoms, and Sivcden parnculixly his 
nicnurr^f^as no lyjfejefpcited than in his own proper domi- 
• riirii t«/!^?|.^j^>dl^nreiKy, aff^.bility, and cn^i^ing 


fatigue and 
werenfie at. 


luoofi; fuch w| 
manners of this] 


te!cTSrrrsa\vurri6r 





IJ N G ir I N, or H A G 11 I N. 

Unguin, The diet of the ftates clewed in the room of Hala 
o^-ilaguinthis couGn, nephew, or as fome hiftorians ailedge, hlb natu^^ 
yd king, ral brother Vagutn, or Haguin, king of the Goths. i£oaie 
writers call this prince the ibn-in-law of the late king, thV 
Meurjiui and Pontanits a^rm, that Haldane""^ daughter had 
been given in martiage to Ebbo, a northern prince, in her 
father’s life time. All wc know of thi.s reign is, that it was 
Ihort and bloody, the cro^ being obftinatcly difputed by 
Regnaldo king of Sweden, by l^hom Unguj^ wajldfen. 


. S t W A ITT). 

« 

SJwald, REGNALDO dh|. not, however, fucceed ih his deligns, 
34/^ king, for the ftates imm^ed^ately eleded Siwald in the room 

dcccafed father. The war /lill continued with Sweden, Jnm 
fay, from Regnaldo's continuing his claim, while others af- 


itrm, 


‘ Saxo, ibid. 


^ Gram. p. iiOi &1cq* 



55 


^ Da^iSc 

Siwald renewed it with inte^l^M^to averfMfaiM 
fathlbiB death. Ppntamts^ indeed, fpeaha of tl^ 
as if It had haj^ned towards the doTe ofdim>o/£rs reign, an^ 
^attributes tfafej^lWy quarrels in which he was at ^ (I engaged 
to the betfiw^t hb daughter, who laifed rontenuoiu. among 
all jthc^whern princes, fome of them ^dr^auring to, 
force Sti^ald to comply with thejj^* propofals. Infecrd, the* 
•traafadions df his reign are fo varioufly related, 
aifirm nothing gf^this mOa^ich more than, that be<W 
neratc from heroic fpini^*'lijch had difiiifcl^^'^^moft 
all the preceding kings of Dmmoik. His dea^i Is V ^loqily 
related a^is hie, fomc WfiJ^e^ ailkrting, tCt he cimd in his 
kingdomT while others a^rm, fliot* h 2 £ 3 fi^^^hi«« d!^p a mifer- 
able exile mSiOtland^ft WI**»**V!#^Ai^faadn‘efi)|4l^Vcn hy IJaco, 
the fon of//tr/ffftW, wlrohad defeated himWa fca-eng^^<^ 
meat; a circumftancc which Saxo Grounmatuu*^ 
and «:^er hiltorians relate of 1I< (. 




&* j 


"XJr 

4^ Hv 


SIiyjLD left behind him three fons, 

Afger^ the former of whom, by tight ol|ptiroowni^ itw- 
ceeded to his crown. We fay by light ^«‘r8flRnit‘'‘'n^itrwr 
though-ihc/)<»«« kept m their own hands tnk powi^Mof 
cle£lmg their, monarchs, J^?t they feldom Tct afideV^je royal 
ifliie, and particularlyjthe cldell fon, nnfcfsV'’fapacity ^ pime 
other reaf'ln rendered it ihfCcffiry./J,{<3w*>plvl^c, being or ’'ah 
indol^t'^ttifl&^^jfporition, lc5riumtted^the»c'*ll^ of government 
to brother,* a prince of a very 6if£cTcfk caft, and equally 
re^e^lable for the qualities of his body and mind. The hid 
of 4/fo"s admmifliation, was the fending ambafiadors to 
demand in marriage Avtlda^ daughter to the king of Goth¬ 
land^ a lady who, at this time, contrary to the manners and 
difpoiition of her fex, exercifed the profcflldn ^f piracy, and 
was fcourtng the fcas with a powerful fleet, while a lorcign 


. ft Msuas. Se Suavinc. ibid. 

'V 

(A) Suaxinx^ffs '^teSjs^thiU >fingle combat forty Sxvedip 
SiwalS gai^tr . iK,y wvri and concluded his 

marriage to vbbo* (itbarol in f warlike atchievements by tiic 
preference to- all the other ri- death of htrLbateer^ a Sfutde of 
»al^ and that, affifted by his the greaWl Jlrength and cour- 
fl)B$n>Uw, he attacked Regt- a^e of any perfon of his 
nald and flew him in battle : times (i). 
that afterwards he killed in 

(i) Ud. p. 49. 

E 4 


prince 



'$6 Sritf 9f Denmvk. 

oflTi^ivi facrtfices to tier beauty at the fhriifivtff 
fuUi ibt perceiving that this roafculine fady was itJt to 

TC gained by the ufdal arts of lovers, took tl^extraordinary 
v! ^E 5 »g //5 rcfolution addreiTing her in a method ^jh|j|M|f|reeable to, 
her humoui^ He fitted out a fleet, went in of her, 
laim Ijf . enga<jn htf}- in a furious battle, which coivtmjja^if ^wo 
armtt of/a^g^y^ with^t remiffion ; *2hus gaining pofTefHon of ajicart to 
^p(^r|d only by valourAfter this con^uen of the* 
jilfo turned his arms a^ainft qther •pirates who 
tltj coafts of . in'thif-cxwdition he 

umazon. commanded^ the three fons m Hamund^ 

king of ?*id immediat ej^ e ntered upon adfjipn. Af¬ 

ter contims|y)g tj^bidk^'dfy an engagement, Widch was 
fought witn^^!^l ^lt1tecrjV,^iij^t4^fides, night feparated 
combatant^^d next morningj^pofals were made for 
•anfkaccornmodatian,* which were accepted by the pajxies. 
'J'f cy_cach of* them had fufBcfent proofs of the cour^ of 
antagonLQ*^ t dl as neither harboiujal<^*y perfonal 
were'thjenty J^y pa**Rdj^ylh' hcait/**^bfcffi^s of fmcere 
'hi- foil (JiiidTricftdfhip. Notwithftanding this treaty, Alfa 
fj-ipf-j :\vy. the war againft the Hibernian princes, at the 
imWthe*' crafty Danip nobleman, who per- 

fu/<4Kr ••im/hat nAi honour was engaged in obtaining a com¬ 
plete vidlofy over thofe boyifh comnianders. In^confequence 
he fittr^ out a &j^ff^ngaged them a fecond tirne, and after 
ktt'rlrlig Helvin ‘feldeft of th% brothers, 

was himfelf flai^jW^the naHil c\{ HMgabert the »* The 

vidlorious Hagab^^ Kearing of the extraordinary b^uty 
of the king of Denhark's fitter, dreiled himfelf in wormr^^’s 
apparel, and found means to inflnuate himfelf in quality W. 
maid of honour to the princefs, to whom he foon Inade a 
declaration of his fex and quality, and the motives which had 
com(icllcd him td fo extraordinary a proceedinz. His youth, 
beauty, and love, foon wrought upon the afFe(^ions of Signa, 
for that was the princefs’s name, and the confequcnce was 
the lofs of her virtue, and of Hagabert's life j for the in¬ 
trigue coming to Sigarsfcats^ he ordered him to be hanged 
upon a gibbet without form <if trial. \o cruel a 

flrokc to the fond Signa, that ^ the 

palace, and afterwa.'ds ftranglfxl henel^7”^utiVg an end to 
a life which would |c infupportable to her, after the igno¬ 
minious caiaftrophc »f her lover. Sigar was iiiconfolAIe 
at the unhappy end 6T a fiirer and brother he loved i«th 
a tender afiedion; and his misfortune was a'^’-irava-cd 


' Gram. 1. !'». 


by 



^hilTtftery 6f\ytxmixi sf 

melancholy fituation of his kiogoom* . 

vadfeby a powerful army from Ireland^ t’«emmand<dr^ 

Hace, the kin^ fiourth fon, who was oome to revenge the 
death oCiiir blbthren. Sigar^a grief did not. 4 iowever, 
prevent 4®^akin§k every poffible mcafure for me fecurity 
of liisMfe*gdonr. He pjaced guards on ihe ^oafts, and,, 
took pofleffion of all the llrong>ofts through -^ich Haco ^ 
imift pz(a t6 RofthiUind Lethra, then the refi(k-rti^.oi tjy*' 
Danifli^otms^y bul>Qll ihcfc precautions wci| py 

the art and^andiia V •• he ordered AisUry to cut 
down boughs and grey^i branches of irccs^i^^^n'i /^y held 
in their brft hands, a^rhiog with.thcir dr:^n fwl^s in the 
right, extra.-«ain.,rv a’ phseriQmensMs a iyf>/ing foreft, 
terrified the abandon < 

their pods without tha-1€a'lVrcfiftance j fo t^^ Haco met w^Ji- 
noiibftruaion until he arrived with his rrn*y fzrlLctlfia, w^cr* 

Sig^ vvas encamped with a body of forces, ^ battle en^ted, 
and The x*a*ai<(^5ona fell, while exerting “t 

age fuperior to whaf it was ever imagined ItcH^pflefled ,, 

S I JF A L D , ll. I 

In his room was elefted S/wfl/nf by\Wiit|^ni- Siwald 11 . 

mous voice of the people. So eager waf the ^'oufi^4U»lig to 36/A king, 
expel Haco^ or Hacquin-i as Pontanus calls him.-'ond to rc- 
ven«^c his father's death, that he aflcmV*fd an army^ com- 
pofed both fexes, ahd gave bat^JiM?^ '\vt5j htjh, after 
hatTcMfiaTieH near half his awhy. The-fight continued for 
P'af three days without viaory's decl'/nng herfelf, till Haco 
r^^cll towards the clofe of the third day \ upon which a panic 
'’immediately feized his troops, who we.- fiaughtered without 
i^ercy by the Dann^ until they were fatiatcd with blood. Such 
was the carnage made on the field, that'to this day it goes 
by the name oi Falbrana^ a word dVprefUvc ftf thc>orrible 
fiau'^hter ^; though Meurfms aHedges, that this appellation 
was'givcn to the field in which wasdefeai«d and killed,. 

It is, indeed, the general opinion/ that both princes pcrifhcd 
in this engagement; "and the m^e line of the royal family 
beiniT extinfl, o^y'-rrunent of the kingdom was commit¬ 
ted* to®fivc if!* Hi? n«bmt>r jvho dividecU the authority. Zea¬ 
land was given to Handing^^Schonen ic^Jlmarf Funen to tda- 
710-^ and RorUk and Hother were choj^n to prefide over Jut- 
%nd, which countries would feem. to ‘have conftituted the 
whole of the Danijh dominions at that peritod. In this fitua- 
tiun was Denmark governed for the fpace of forty-one years, 

^ Msurs. 1. ii- 

till 


* Gaxo, ibid. F0XTA.V. I. i. p. 33. 
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Tfi'H^hry ef Denmark. 

mh^jfo/A efpoufed Gwith, <^au 2 bter to 
K^taikd by ^ means to the throne. 
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DANE 


Kamane 
ni. iftB I 
king. 



This prince, the third of that name, w#s inferil^a, none 
his pre(|:|ccfrofs in valour, and -he other quali^lfe^oi * 
but his flrcngVis was fo ^cgiarkable as to procure 
njtne of Stnmg. The manner in which he gaineih 
rurith his queen hff'S a^extra- 

nclofbis prowqfs; he flew his owrt 
guards, the ’bolJc^ men who could be 
a her por/un tv.^’.^s^*^h^^:efs to al^fuitors; 
a nrcrautioTlihicl^iW) Tiftribr^^to"he? chaBTitv. ana others, 
»o the policy reJ!:enS|["WfiK/ ♦ify-e^^fible they muft fur- 

*fai:*cr their a^&^JI^ty as foon as (he "Was married. Some 
after his ar'e^tfh to the tljrone, he engaged in a >frTt‘ 
'^(A),»a prince who had been his rival inth^j^dSSt- 
o?^tfrr//j.,^j^'^ai<S^defperaie battles bc- 

f the4ftf^of which Haltiane was killed, 
goo*d fortune of his enemy, and rival in glory 
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Harold 
.JTL 3?/* 
kiag. i , 
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y ar.u th3. 
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king. 


OLD III. 


death the dates met fq|- the ekidion of a new 
eir chdae fell upon Harold^ th 5 fon of Haldane. 
//(»d/d^cgan hts ■p-xwi^ an attempt to comf^ete (he mea- 
Cures entered upon^ msiSthf i;*, the reduilion of^c^l-tSjts, 
who had refufed t^Arrdhder their authority* lo Haidar^ 
though duly eledled bjl the dates. In this he was more fu^ 
cefsful, having oblige« all the provinces to fubmit to the] 
crown in the fpace os a few years. He begun his operafiond" 
with declaring war againd Ptfet^ who had killed his fathdft: 
him hc.deflroyed aPa fedival, which Vifet gave to his friends 
at the cc^ 'bration of his nupyals with a lady of Sebmen. He 
next dirc£ledvjhis arms againd the governor of Southern “Jut- 
land<t and foon reduced thaf country, by the death of the gp- 
vernor, whom he (lew in fene r.eld of battle. His next ex- 
pedUbn was againd ,,the regents or goyer gofs of Northern 

* Ibid, eti^ Saxo dc|PoNTAi(. iBId. 


(A) Fi^tv/zs (bn to fjhtndingf 
Viceroy or regent of Zealand. 
He fucceeded his father in that 
office, and kept his authority 
for levelal years after the accel- 


flon of Haldane to the throneb 
Probable it is, that his refufal 
to furrender it was one of the 
chief caufes of the w^r. 

• • 

Jutland^ 
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f 

TBe mfim if Dtmittrk. 

in whkii lie ttiet mrith the faaKk‘ftccc& 
and’^mwif folkmd ihe forcii]Ut.of the other provinces | imid 
thus the Icinedm of Dmmrk was agaijQ reunited, and at!' 
thole ptf gbjifiriR ftibdued and drflroyed in the (mcc of two 
years, vigoiQus and intrepid conduit of AaroU^ who 

wa^ niv^/a ^ond time p* 3ciaimed king of a^l Dhmark, Af^ 
ter tbis^e rei^dted by foace to hisjiitrone and domnions Jjl , 
mand king 15f Norway^ from whence he had beenedriven by 
a ftrong*^pafi:i}^Xbt^t ha4>M!ecl;^red in favour of his 
ing his refi.^cboa'iii Jilvar king of Vf^hed 

his iaft, leaving three ffl?'1J X»> Olaus^ an(Lxn^e&\ ^ 9gej the 
ddeft Afi^eeded to of"* nov fatisfiM^ith'*his 

paternw'dominior.., ¥ > P®*"- 

lul army, made sdw:^^ 'yli^i-Jius rclate»,J 

that the brothers onl^’^meditatcd an invafv^i? rhe^news of 
athiifh coming to Harold^ be irnmcdiptc'', entered Swe'dert^' 
att' '',kcd the forces commanded by Ingo and OieiuSy whor he 
flew in field, after emircly row "rr tlitir army.’ !hi$ 
defeat obliged Ingtll to fuc for pcac^^|po sc...^pt of the (-c^ts. 
whichthought fit to impofe. I'hc irlonaM.}^ 

equally generous in prol'pciity and firm,in .itlvuhjj^, gr.w^-d 
fuch cojjditions as J>tged ought to have been fatjlffictiwii^jM^he 
feemed to acquiefee, expedting foon to iftnu >n of 

wiping oft* the late difgr^^c. Accordingily he invaded SeboKer/^ 
vfhi\c Harold wzs lulled in profound fccuri^, and caVr-ied olFby 
violence *he filler of the Danijh mona(r^.«y'hom he eVjvoufed. 

Hendc i'.ic war was renewed, proiecuted with various fuccefs, 
ard at length'happily terminated, Har ldy as jufi as brave, 
jreferring an indiflcrenC peace to thq, mod lucccfsrul war, 
which muft necefl'arily be attended wi,^ the blood and ruin 
many of his fubjedts. He was (caretveturned from Sxur- 
deri before the infolence of Ubbo, lord of Embden, or pne' of 
thofe dates which now compofe the cijcle of JVtjj^haliay 
called him again into the field, ^jit was not long bp<i^e Ubbo He eon- 
found caufe to repent his temerity ; for he waj^^iWeated and qurn QIj- 
tal^en prifoner, but afterwards feCtat liberty bj(tbc clemency >><■>, krdof 
of the conqueror. Nor was fl. s all; Harild married him tol''nibden. 
his daughter, fecured his frlenc^ip,/and by his means 
drwiig'hcrted his own ‘ intern'd upoii the continent; but his 
fiiccels was not limited to thefe cohq%^s ” i he reduced fc- 
vor^l nations upon the Rhine, took^xf{pJ''aHdaby a people in- 
.iabiting that country on the Batici, Situated between the 
yijiula and the Elbe, into his protedion, over* run Jquitain, 
and a part of Britain, which, fays Grammaticus, had with* 

* Saxo, 1. vii. 

dtawn 



6o Wtfiwy of Denmark. 

drBjm its allegiai)pe from Denmorl fince^tbe death of /y. •' 
' iJmnl. But what fets the equity of this monarch in the 
confpicuous vfew, qi.that, after raifing an sar^'^ to fninilh the 
perfidy of Ingell king of Sweden^ he not osdy'v^'fi^ed from 
. the enterprii^ on the death Of that prince, bUk^peinted 
Harold/ guardians to his infant fon, thougftnthe taireft o^aj^ti 
tbaraiitr. fp,. a^cxing Swedt»t{o his owf^dominiogSV a r^re in- 
ftance offederation, whicn deferves being record^in ho> 
fi^eabignty. The youngi^w^d^'ki^,.j|]fuhdful of 
his (Sblf tins, ^o (boner arriv^^at maturity, 

than h^c(»vd!<>/ar‘again(l his, ^^rous benefador i/err«A/, 
the^veimc whic^’was the dea'boldfc^ is great prithee, ad> 
mired ev^by hisVnemitw^fer t'..^'-‘.s'i*\tiuif-ii>f his fp^Mt, his 
Valour, geneWfityfand'tftiMibiiT''. t<^ "his juftice. We find 
']^y^he prepara^^s made for the war,^o what a prodigious 
height o( powe^itr/s, monarch had raifed the kingdom<x>^ 
.Deiknari. S/xo Grammaticus rdlatfs, that his fleet wasdb 
irolls'STS*^to exteiuMike a bridge acroii> the Stnau^ fepa* 
ZeaiandLAfdilfoneN ; and that, befides common fol- 
he mufred thirty biouraiid nobility in his army. His 
occyficlped the defeat of this otherwife invincible 
' aiiS o\ liged the Danes to patch up a peace at the 



cr 


pric^j^/; in^ ««il^h was ceded to the victorious Ringo 

.V L 6, or O L' A U S. 

•* \ 

Th€ glorious ii./..l/*jyas fuccccded by his fiftef's fon, a 
prince of a very oppojjitc cbpraCter to his uncle (A^. 'His 
3Sri> iing. name was O/o, and filA lie was appointed to the ^overnmeft 
of Schomn by Ringo^ who likewife obliged the Danes to fub- 
mic to the authority/f Hethoy a woman of a mafcultne fpt- 
rit. Upon their ranonfirances, however, he recalled^ h^ 


Olo, 
Olaus. 


* Mbup.s. 1. 


11. 


p. 30. 


fpeaks 


(A). Pern, vui 
rcnily of ihis*Y-nicc, 
wc know not upon v^hat 
rity. According to im. 


rOir into his enemies; a con- 
thoi)||S>h jefture which we find fupported 
by a laift- One of the Danijh . 
nobility having rcfolved to fiab 
him, ^hen hp was tffic^cifipg 
to enter the bath, the grim and 
fierce counten.ance of Ola made 



poGi iTcd the nobicll qu 
mind and perfon, hav 
remarkable circumfianc' 
him, that his eyes kjl!e\ Ijjkc him drop the poignard 
thole of the bafilisk; ifieaniivg, he had raifed it to give the fa- 
pcihap-:, the flernnefs of his ml blow (il. 
i'ouatc£auce, which flruck ter- ', 


fj) McarJ, /. ii. />. 30. 
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and 



Ihe of Denmark. , Ci 

compenfated W with the fovereigm^ of that eoutx)i(\ > 
no^talled SUfjpicif where file built the city of that name. 

Ok he fubftit^d in her place, whence it ^appears that Dtn~ 

,, mark wa^^^contt^uence of Ringo*% vidtory, littl^^orc than 
a prp,vM^ to Swi^^ though "all the Danipi writers omit 
Ripigo\ «arne'';^n the lift their kings. Wheihojl it was, 
that th^ iSanes \yere une jfy unde^ the adminift^on of a 
prince itn^ed upon tficin b^ their inveterate e|CKi|‘'X 
Swtfies^ 'tfiwir d“,afFc£lion arof^ frorg'';^q;wn 

cruelty, as lir^«>drriln? i« a point < ifp'SlCH b3jlifto- 

rians : certain, howevc'^.-j^^ that he w^.s^ i«kei^ <^r b^a 
confpirary, formed aplT f by many dt foc chit mobility 
of the/kingdom, -ftd t\r*";f^cd king : a pre- 

fumption that Uio b ir.is^} „ .. ..JTe from picric:. .al pique and 
maUadminiftration, .nore than from the rcCiitmcpt of his * 

■ fubj,c£ls againft the Swedes^ ' 

O M U N T. 

OMUND^ hys Aleurfus^ waseleRcd, nqt out ot •regsfrd*’*1)111111, 
to his father’s niemoiy, but from the expcdlatiron which king. 

promifing a youth afforded, of his rcfcmbling p virtue^ms ■A- , 

grezt uncle Harold. When arrived at *agcs bii nobili^ 4 d< 33 
vifed him to think of cncrcafing the royal family by marriage. 

This made him turn his thoughts to thd daughter of Ringc, 
whom he had feen and admired when he viftted the court of * ' 
that monarch in his youth : but to the accompliffimcnt of 
his wllhcs there.was an obftaclc which be determined to fur- 
rdbunt. Ringa had publicly declared, that he never would 
^receive for his fon-in-law a prince who'v had not fignalizcd 
'>Jiis valour. To render himfelf wort.pr of this honour, 

Omund entered upon a war with the king of Norway, who 
haddately refufed to pay the uf/al homage to the cro'^b of 
Denmark, and a powerful fleet wa» equipped fbr the .t^cafion. 

In his way he was joined by Odie, a prince who Wd received 
fomc caule of difguft to the Swedifls monarch.-.r'-AJ/»jo was at 
this time cruifmgwith a fleet oft^ the coaft' of Ireland, and 
Oddo perfuaded his new ally, that now^^-vas the opportunity 
for recovering the liberty^f Dennigrl:,{^usb\n» the powe/ of 
Swetfn,' and accomplilhing his wijhc. /I’iih refpeiSl to Ringo's 
daughter. Perfuaded with thefej a#.jnient3, Omimd com-, 
^IM«with Oddo'i propofal of mattipj^ a deiccnt on Sweden, 
which was accordingly executed,/liit^rriigence being fent to 
Ringo, he returned inftantly^r the protection of his domi¬ 
nions, and a furious engagement enfued, in which both par- 

*■ Aut. citat. ilid: 

ties 
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ims claimed avif^oiy. To render thtngt more 
^mey recruited tbcir forces by mutual agreraimtf and i^ght 
a fecond battle more bloody dian the fortfr, at the clofe 
of which.was mortally wounded. he lent 

for Omu^/Jt and told him, that now^4ie haa*|||^. proofs 
fufficieif of hissvaltwjr to meriSKhc d'aughtcjp^*^ .aJEvar^ior, 
and theydfpre he fbouUl contcnt^Mly refign himfelf ^mo the 
arms ^ ^i*ath, as he had the lK’i|^pine& to fe^^ his family 
it(e<lj^cj*d bv the alliance V/ ^Sthjf^vloiijK'-Iaw j after 
whiOTW(f (is h«:x 4 )irccl. nejjJ expl^ii^ were againft 

^/^^^ai4dc3birgin, who ‘‘S/ * jd the fovereignty of fome 
proviijJW of Mrw«yi and e^a^olo^^d to extend her power 
over Dunkirk a fca-^ht, but 

not fo deciikeiy jpr ihe her forces, and was 

again r^ady enter upon a(ftion.^V)w«»</ not carijig to 
•hazard a defeat iJ«n a woman, determined to u^V. policy, and 
b^. dint of gold weaned from Her the allegiance of the -A/ar- 
7ji’j;uws, who (l**j(:t;.<cjC»'her, and afterwards delivered ner into 
tWi-- hands bf'Ubtr, whom flie bad dethroned, in re- 

V vengc for \|hlcri he put'her to death, and was mean enough 
VtP‘‘y homage to Omund^ in acknowledgment of his fer- 
vrt^. Ha\i»g honourably concluded fome other wars in 
whigh he wa^ necedarily engaged, Omund preferved his do¬ 
minions VI profound peace for a number of years, and then 
died finocicfy regretted and cftccmed by his people, who im¬ 
mediately chofc his eldeft fon to fuccced him.i, He was, 
indeed, a prince equally ,(killed in the arts of war «nd of 
peace, who had obfitclated by the prudence and fuccels^of 
his adminiftration, jll memory of bis father’s cruelty \ 

' S 1 A R D. 

Siwatd, or, his acce/uon to the throne, was compii- 

40/-6 ii»£. mented an ambafly frl^q;i the -king of Swedun, who dc- ■ 
manded hrs^fter in marria^^e. Imagining that this alliance 
might affift lut.uniting kingdoms always at variante, and 
prove advantageoL'to bothi 6 VttW complied, and the treaty 
was concluded, ht. Hand isras the place fixed upon for the 
celebration of the i but tfie Szvtdtjh mon,.,x:lt<br:.ng 

befet by ruffians on rwd thither, broke off the treaty 
*and prepared for war,*^7c|m a notion that the affaffins had 
been hired by Skvar^ tb Ijpurder him. Both kings filing 
raifed forces, they met oft .the confines of the fpot ap¬ 
pointed for a more friendly intekeourfe, and a battle enfuing, 

‘ MfiUits. p. 31. 


the 



Tit 

,he SMiJb «»- lUin. «>d "i, .miy to«Uy ^ 

feawd (A). • fn which Siword was c^>ga||5cJ, fur- 

The war an op- 

nilhed P -T-u raifcd an army, ubtamcd a,i>wcdau 

.portunity«iftc'ol.ms. ^,cat (iL.-h.y. Such 

,.etu.y, Kutunc of S..uur4 he loR 

.«'' ^irSh ' 3 %c; ti :.a; ^01.= ; .U-.U 

u-aucc , Vi'aimv c< mmanacd \jf MC SnMn, add 

he eng-'f^ea the ii ,_j’jM.'>i,- cioi, and of a wound he,, .,■/.' 
iulfatt. .un) 1„J given,,/ '!. 

teeuwea by the hand „p„„ , 

a mortal b.ow to hft * rj ^ ^ unloitwn.r*: 

*“y:\':;rh co:;w Xuf :o';iy of.hh ruhj;as, 

s: ’ ft; 4-ht"':--.!'-" 

^;::’o„.«h;ihe'";;he.", hto.hJrv..«\>ec„d Un„ in hit 
73 ^ T >/ f/ ^• 

» n-rmiT was railed to the throne Ids upon account of i;.,thnl. 

ww ^ ^ inconlidcMblc, than hom a •.-•f 

his own merit, which w ^ 

regard the peogl® ^ ^ of l)Jrnar/: w is now truly 

the memorr of Siv^ard. i ne ua rebellion, hu 

deplorable; ^ledcd, the mort umit 

power and credit tank, arid a Mng 

in the world to ® kinLtfm ot D^nmarh but 


^ ti; world 

There remained, jp called hy t\ie Danes 


■ 5 S 2 »=r?H,^j“> 

^ bably have remained, hz^ not Jarff^^h the lon^ 

b^SAXo, 1. viii. 

oAf Thu-v«.of .hit 

is variouOy related, ^ [j,T of /■«»» i 

partKuIar elfinning, “* 1 ijj )]( made pence with Sw- 

; Ue'e,e, defeated, »d forced » rtun 

. W. wheri he was a fecu«d <■>• 

time rooted by the SJim‘, J-' 

{^l) MturJ. Hip. i f'V' 


fallen 



$4 . ^Denmark. 

, fpi\xn upon the ^eans of recovenog J& liberal retornuig i 
i/ito Zealand^ and of sflerting the di^nt^ his anceftor^ ^ 
which was funk during the weak and timid qp|n of his uncle 
Bathulf who now willingly reftgned the^bu^%^^ fove- 
ap^nty, t(t.which he found ths own ilir^gth 

J A R M C /. 

Jamierci,***.X^-^ firli endeavours of thia herPs prince wefe ttffeOover ‘ 
40/A hng. the rSv^ted ptcy/tQces, and rcdtccAf m t^cheir fdrmhr obe- 
dierl^M He be^h»with Swtd*' /muK am the wiw and 
et^poun^eH his ^bje£ts in their rebelltOn, by wnich Gotbar 
the king got polTeiHoii of ^»mn, Jutland^ and Aum other 
Dmtjh provinces^* H** ifea a gre^^ arnoy* entcrc<n^«/«fr», 
*\ defeated and bllrd Jftd''^tr^fequence recovered all 

Hi% ffl»4 fi^at the StvetJ^ had taken from his f^er and uncle : thence 
n)^ marched iat}f SU/tutci and Htl/itm, and Toon reduced 
tne-vl^ p^/'Hthem : UowSUfwtck he marched into Pomeranfit^^iA thpncc 
to Sile/ia, laying all that country under coninbutton, and ex* 
afling an oath Trom nobles, that th^ would pay homage 
and a yearly tribute to the crown of Denmark, In a word, 
be not only recovered in a Ihort time all the countries his 
aiiceftors had ever pofleAed, but greatly enlarged the bounda¬ 
ries Of the Damfli fovereignty. All this profpenty was not 
unattended with a fixture of adv^i^fity and domeilic misfor¬ 
tunes, which more than counterbalanced the power and 
grandeur cdjarmerc*. He had difCovered an iitrigue that 
wa^ carrying on between a beautiful young lady he had taken 
for his fecond wife,* and Breder^ a fon he Ifhdby his former. 
Enraged at a crime founnatural, he gave orders they (hould both 
be indantly put to death, a fentence which was executed .* 
cordingly upon tj]i,e queen} but his fon found meafis, tblo* 
ll^bjavour of his keepers, to eicape, and raife civil cqd^o** 
tion%^hlch ended onl^^ith the life of his father, whom 
he beW^d, took, and p\%to death, in a ftrong caAle sPhich 
Jarmerd ^*^d built as ajMtrcat iiv«cafe of any unfbrefeen 
change of fSH’me. It i/true, that bothTiie queen and ^rs- 
der were innoce^ of the crime laid to their charge, the 
whole being a co^ivai^e of Btcco% a nobleman of great 
Mwer and ambitiw, who, out%>f refentmenr*br so 
jarmerd, wanted \ dmradl his co^ctls. Such was this 
man’s art and addref^ clat he fomented the quarrel betvvern 
the father and foiip to AKh a height, that notwithd^^fhg 
Altai duty on the one fideS-sind paternal affeflion on the 
other, Atongly tir|;ed them to a reconciliation, they uere 
both made to believe that tbetr iecurity could only be effeded 
by the death of the other. Thus ended the glorious aeicn of 


affavs. 


If pat ta 
ieesth fy 
ktt avm 
fern* 
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on 

to inhfitttoi. 
With a yUffp^ 


^ I I Jir^ iiftyi^tn tnr- t** Hr* ‘ 

^>~"i 'Kh* iiiihinmlT owdttkw* to tem|>eff ai^ **512 
of fottls inftniin^ who new fiifi 

i^»n courts, W create diyiaons 
rai^'j:hi|in<ei^e 8 *• 

B ifO* D E R* 
moroua voice of Ae po^^W* ^ ^^,13 of hi- reign 

£ sSs.'SSBi'tt hS 
KVS’ ri*” 

filcitJ <!oni;^ft jng the ^anpff -ns <»•»», fin ^ 

the particulars of his lUe t ^ 

s j J L D VX. ' 

m «» f">~~<-<l by Skuld lU. a prinM who 

nB W 9 S luccw / raifed tc thtpnc. The WrfHi- m, Atd 

to a HQ ufg obfcure than thofe of hi8^,‘y,jr. 

aaiom of his reign^tc no leis pp|cuip »» , tt^i,mflnniiff - 

«id stfio. 

' •««« r,_Ik—in to refume her wontrf vigour, andsiwda 

uKin Ae recovery of SdmuH, and the m. ^ 
nm^ately enw foon'obligpd to fubmit, aodgnjo. 

^trf pnwocis, ^^ ««« SrilUmT Sni, in *e next 

ttoiTh. hU family by mam- 
9 iwlvcd t ambafladors demand tbA Ciaupi- 

«daccprdmglyfent ^b^<““.^_ idl put> 


: irrUared .rthi. indignity. 

5;;.\ entered ewtod,UymgJtte Ju^ ty^ name. 

giving Aat hit «tc«w^a pl^ 

'*6 of the Damh mnditioo tfct the kingdom trf 

roJSueror. Upon thh . 
S^'^tat- feat hU d&ter intoS***". 


Unfelf Mteed ip fiibmU to the tetB 
• Saxo, iSfci. PoxTiar. p. J4' 
iiloD.°Htrr. Ypt. XXXn. 

-P-W m * 



^ Mtvas. 1. U* 
p rious 
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• 

riotis Sttlot Xbc Iting of Stoedm ii£trf|ed bis ward, aim wime 
He was enjoyiii|; all the pleafures of iove, was fuddenly de* 
fpoiled of Bis wife and treafure, by ^.r^^defeent made ot^ 
his kingdom by S^Ot who carried her triumph* This 
.. rape gavcfbccalion to a long ancf%lood«war^ ^ was tcr- 
^^/^^^^p^ minated'by a greater misfortune. ti'a^TAg levied 

*vailsiH aW their‘fu^jedts, hardly any perfoi;- were left to JT-davaec the 
Denmark, j *li confeqjuence bf wh* "jwas a cruel famine, that 
andecca- cittficw off incredible numbet^ of the people. This gavb 
^oataiar^hinhto 3 lawi, prohibiting, on pam^f death, that a fingle 
^drom/ro-graini‘of«cori^\fhould be converted into malt, or ufed in any 
/oM diher manner Aan bread, of which the rich were in equal 
•zviieh want with the poor ; but th*s edl^l not having-the defired 
it was p(K>pQr«d by and.t 5 i>W, two *rto&>cmen of* 
jFcj^' y^tlandj or Oi* fomc other of provinces,'that all 

■xhe old men andk. children ihoulH either be put to death, or 
compelled to fcck for new habitations in foreign ^bntrics. 
jrom L i* Jntelligencc of this execrable feheme coming to tfars of 
^flnmlora, or as other writers call her Magga^ the king’s mo¬ 
ther, a womars of aiV'hcroic fpirit, fhc immediately entered 
the council chamber,,and in a very pathetic fpeech, repre- 
fented the inhumanity of facrificing* their aged parents and 
innocent babes, who, were unable to* fccurc themfelves pof- 
fciBons in foreign countries. It would better become, ihe 
obferved, the piety and valour Ibf the Dancf to fend forth 
their young men upon expeditior^ which required ftrcngtk, 
vigour, and health, artd thus fupply the wants o^ the infirm, 
weak, and aged, by 4 cavTng them their (Ipre of the public 
flock of provifions. This, fhe faid, would anfwer the fame 
purpofe as barbaroufly facrificing with their own hands, thofei 
baii^who gave them life, and thofe innocent tcnc^er babes/ 
^hofe 'fupport ddp^nded on their parental fondnefsj^^Sh^ 
j^pofed, that if t|je '•hterprize appeared fo dangsrous : 
to^^rify any of the rpbiiity-from taking the Command 
this i^^e colony, to ]^d it in perfon, and bantfh berf#^ 


from cm 

A. D. 

383* 


from h^ uiative foilji for 


the fake of'humanity, and every prli^iple the mo( 
and valuable to a true-born Dakt, Snio immediately ^ 
ceded to her pn^fal, and allembird the nobility an d cor 
mons to .fettle me plan of migration, • Jif'thB *aiftlfhbll 
it was agreed, lut every ninttf ^sn^n in Denmark an^ 
the provinces, able to carry arm«^, fhould compofe»th|^o-> 
lony i that it fifould be condu^led by Agge and Ebho \ and 
that the place of rendezvous fhould be that province lying 
between the Elbe and the Oder *, and wafhed by the Baltic, the 

* Saxo, ibid. Fontam. & Msuas. lib. citat. Svan. p. 53. 

antiant 


in 

the 


fake^ of 


her counti^, 



ftmicntjrfiame of li iHrt determined (A). ^ 
means plenty was ijUfc^ucM in Dtnmark^ and Snio lived in ^mddeath 
peace to a |rood dd i^> havinj^ by prudence and con* |^S&io. 
du£i reftored his,9i|s^|^o its anticnt fplcndor,- and with*^ 

^ut a rindl|J(j^iii^[^ his reputationi except his carr)'in2^ 
off by force !Wirn, wh[ci\may ^ looked 

; cf^fehr ^rcadful mlsf(^uries wlfi^h aft^r- 


upon^sjj^caufe 


wards at^ndbd him by a caiel and ruincnis war, and 
-more dcttru6i?lve, fa(nine.p are'^ot informed Jr any 
torian, whether Siwal^whiMhc refigned ^e throne tqi 
or whether he died foon aftvir he had taken hhh a parfn 


the throne. 


I 

B I 0 Jl ^ * 

foTTfecyeeded Snioi ^ prinjc of little meiitBiorno, 
according to Saxo Gtammuticus and Aleur^us^ Lyfcban- 4^^ i /iwr. 

devy jfoutanus, and Suaningitts affirm, that the male/oyal line 1 
mi|^xiSq&l in Snio. All writers indeed d*gfW, thalbere 
chafm oAfvvo hundred and ninety-eight years hi the Damjh-^ 
biftory, Biorm alone {landing in the fpacc between Snio and 
Gormo \ that is, from the year 401 -iftcr the birth of pkj^" 
to the year 699 of that rera; a period this the moiylnify 
but obfeure in antient hiftory, duridg which all thow very ^on- 

extraordinary migratidns were made from the northern coun- 
tries, which deftroyed the Roman emphe, and wholly clranged 
the face of affairs in Europe. Pentanus and ethers, to fill up 
this chafn), relate the expedition of the J'Pandali, Longobards^ 



(A) Various^gre the conjec¬ 
tures of hiffonans and critics 
concerning the time of this mi¬ 
gration the place where the 
co^^Hv eftablifBed itfelf, and 
the dmiii^ion of their name, 
all agreSTtfg that they were 
called Lombards afttr their de- 
arturc, and IVmnulst or Wintli^ 
efore. The Dump writers to 
tf^an affirm, thatttffe famine 
which occafioned the migration 
h»jL;pene(^ ina^/a'^reign; tho* 
Pasdus Dtacomu, andtf^mr wri¬ 
ters, nuke it later. a 

Vrjjier of credit, ifleni^tbat 
they fettled in the ifle of Kugen 


afid country adjacent, till the 
year 4.84, when they removed 
themfelves into Pannomat and 
other ijrovinces of the Roman 
empire. As to theif ..n^e, 
ibnae defr'e it from their beai^s, 
Long^Barb ; others from their 
we^i^ns called Barden*fOt Bon¬ 
go Ardens; but •dc curious 
reader will find k fatisfa£lory 
account of !K*a' people, whether 
Lomba'^ds O'fLongobardi (for we 
make a difin£lion) in the mne- 
teenth vojime of our Antient 
Hiftory,#'p. ia. 497. p- 
gsunt ( 1 ). • 


(i) Vtd & Cot. Prottg. Hift.Oet. f. 53. Sff Ponton. H^. Don. I, iii, f. 39. 
oi f. 57. Radbet Atolontf 1. 1. 

F a Lorn- 



^8 ^Denmark. ^ ‘ 

Lmbafds, and other northern Aeiioi^, giving at ^ fame 
time a long lift ^of Saxm and S’wdifii kings ; but as thefe 
'.natters relate nothing to our it more fa- * 

tisiaciory intirely 'p pafs over this refume our 

narrative with Gof nan^ who wm jfo^e^^.inc in thw 

yctr 699 !^r 70,0 ^ter the birth (B) ^ * 

'*» G 0 R AT I. . - 

GtK-njonl. Lyfchandi!^^ was the f’ ctli and 

^zdking. feV-^J-'d^^monarc^T. who wielded th» i'cepter iioni Dany 

and prince tt!^'. mofl cxtraordina^i' of his age, not for the 
uQjaft.i^alitics of a king, but his profound Iktll in magic, 
and dc^) penetration nit</*the'fccrcls of. nature- We mutt 
refer tb^ reade r u vhe^wondcrful taleitAhe'will -fibc* rH?» 5 d of 
' ^. his mag^c fkili hy'iSwjfyi, who afefibes them all to a»^ftridl 

with the parent of dirceir • 

.4#*“; •'Qi^incy migh'i p... for truth in the age of that entc.__ 
y V ‘ :rr, but they will fcarcc furnifh amufement in thefe en- 
V lightened tiiiics, where even fdion Idf requin L.iC affift- 
'ai. probabilify. W« knuvv o'dv for certain of this prince, 
that hj* lived to an advanced age without engaging in any 
wars w\th his neighbours, and was fuccccded by his fon Gotridy 
furnamed the Getureus 


G a T R C K. 

fco'iick/ Some writers call this prince Guitlachy and ofhers God- 
S^d king, fred'y but wc chule to Tollow the authorin'of'?>vrm 

and Pontanus. In the fifft year of his governhi-nt' c Sax 
rebelled, and he raifed a powerful ,..iny to fnppi t. 
which he foon effcdle^ by giving them a figiv ' oveij^hrow, 
jmd.ptihliging them, imon the birth of a ’ n//h prince^ tt- 
feh^j a prefent to th8'1?in!r‘'of an I.jndrcd n.tlk whi^horfes, 
in token of their fubmi^on and valfalage to ihe^own of 
DenmahL In-.n.ediately''‘after, he married the princefs of 
N 6 )-zva\y Ibtuling at the 'Ikme time an ambafl’ador into ^zuc- 


t. 


• Sax8, 1. 8. 


IVTr-uRs. p. 36. 

! 

(B) To fupply ^he chafin, mud ll. Qmend^. to 
Lyfcbander in his Gei^palogy of facetC^^iprno his Ton, whom 
tiip Damfli kings, antf Suanin- we hiy .n^dc the Ton and fuc^ 
grus in his clrem<4» Danicumy cefliffof Suit. Of thefe piftces 
give the following table of they give no account, nor have 
kings; o’iz. II. 1. they even quoted their autho- 

GV/'4uv&II. (accord- rity for Inferting ^hem. 

iiig to them;) Erd’.di, Per- 



pf Denmark. 

appeafe certaiJ 
neral diet of thaj 


69 


was defpiredy^ii 
him in thd^^ndob; 


to punith * 111 c 
the Stv/’S^awiy, 


Its which broke out at tj!** ge- 
* but the ambalTadoc's authoiit)^ 
killed by a largef ftonc thrown at 
It whiijh Gotrick *^oiij»ht jt his duty 
"nee he invadec 


^he whole co/ntry 

the perfiJns c^cerned iq lA'^murd^r of 
a hewv fine. Scarce hadi’nc^returnc 


defiMled He /uheiues 
JiuniI]ptd*SwL>dt.'ii. 

IS amofn'udur with 

vy nne. ocarce h(if’#fjc"''returncd /K 
Saxony was over-run ^^^h^rkmagneh armywhile 
lord of the country, una^e to refift fo a fV>rce,Jrm- 

plored the alTifiance j|f (j^tr'uk, whofe filler tie had m^ie<|; 
and the Z)fl«/j^-nw n^ roSi^adily prowiii'-J 4lfin ipccd^|uccour, Saxony 
becaui^me faw the* t..ifeffity of checl h«- {jrowiiT 


. .I' 1'"'^^’" //. ('l l 

of Cf^lemagne, who like an imp lu, thrcycned to|y • ,, 

fwaildw up all Europe in one uiiivcii njirhyUf Charle- 
w j ■ etre.it to oppofc the Saracens pPcfcniti 
li.is timc;^ith the main army i but fome pdfiJwhich he.J 
mainui’it.u ‘vere toretd, and bis troops driven^itc out of 
Sdxavy. Wh.'fi Churlu .i^iurn^ from Spaln^ 
iem ambailadors to rcnn.i'ilrate to him, Saxony a 
fief of Denmark^ which he thought hfmfelf liound to j/oted. 

He therefore requeued him not to dilturb the peace of that 
country, which would neceflarily reduce the Danes fo the 
(*ecofiitv of oppofing him* with all their poweb, a meafuie 
. i.at wouli| not at all be agreeable to a people who enter- 
d the higheft refpcifl for his ipajefty. As Charlemagne 
gav' no eynlicji anfwer to thif repionftrance, Gotrick rc- 
folved to « irce It by arms, and accordingly fent a power¬ 
ful re''force--lent to yitkhondt which enabled him to drive 
the Frph-> It S the barrier towns, and garrifon them with 
and ou ns. Charlemagne^ offended at this piffumo- 
tion, niai^^n army under Conrad io reduce all Saxony'to 
bis obedience i but this general was*defeated, *and his army 
oifp^ned. Enraged at the indignfiy, Chatlcmagn: entered 
Saxony at the head of an army, ana ,by forced .narches had 
nearly furprifed Fitithan^y who fled precipitately and took 
(belter with Gotrick beyond the Elbe, His army being defti- 

Icr, became an cafy ,>rey to the French 
ftrike terror in the inhabitants, 
land Saxons to" be execui.'J, after 
leaving ftrqng garrifons tn all 


o-vt r run 


tute ,of a c^jgjma.. 
monarch * who dc^ 
ordered above foui 
Whi^ he r^ired 
the towns ^ 


* MavRSf & Gram. ibid. 

• • # 

u. • 


* PoNTAN. 1. iii. Msurs. 


GOTRICK 
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Gotrick 


?cnj 


talk. 

of this defeat, than he 
PVtcxpelled ali the 


%be H0ny »/, 

r COfUICK no fooncr bad at 
recover/ Ipd his arniy intq that deplorable cc 
Saxony a French garrifons, }and reduced it fdrtff^^tobedience^ 

fecondtime. Uaonhis feturn t<Ci)e«Wr^,'’he haa^c^Vatt Chc»iimagne pro- 
.poed fcMling nisipn Pepin wltlr aWghty army -tn invade 
the DflWf^provinccI upon the coAinent, and ♦•eiolvfd to op- 
po)i^ him \^^th an ^^^al force. . ^f^levied a pmdigious army, 

* tAfld)^ Jjippcd a fleet of above thrce^^JJi^drcd large (hips, with 

w^wii be propped making a dcfcen' ,oA the, cJaft of France^ 
and W this rnwhs to weaken Pepir^i army. In a word, fuch 
Wnjs «j"^valour, cond^ui^,, and force of Go- 

tricky Azl 'Charlemagneh empire was n^^s/ morb«^ciii^mgered 
than frcyi this formidable enemy, had not an unforefeet.acci- 
^dent, ali^his ufual good fortune, favcd that powerful mcnarch. 

' Vdbfter G'A ick had,^)ver-run Eaji "^Friejlandy and fome oi^ pro- 
vinccs beynging to the enemy, leading his atm^'^tra’. Ju 
/ "Aix-la-Ch\peiUy at that time the capital of CHrlemrtrre^s cm- 
Js treMl:'.tPite ; he wa? {tabbed in his tent by a centinel, bribed, as fome 
ro^ M«r-wita''’!r imagine,‘by to remove this dangerous rival to 

dered. his f^cr's glory. Other writers imagine, that "this unworthy 
a£Iion was committed by his own Ton, in revenge,for bis hav- 
ing repudiated his mother, and taken another wife. Be this 
as it will, certain it is that the great Gotrick fell by’ the hands 
, of an aflaflin, at a time when he was about to difpute the 

empire of Europe with the greateft monarch of «thc world, 
Gotrickb leaving behind him the fcitation of a juft, brave, tperciful, 
chmeder, munificent prince, *po{!cfled of every qiis^y which could 
gain the love of his own fu^c£ls, and the eileem and ref- 
pe£t of all other natiorts. That he was the dread of his 
mighty competitor, d^pears from the exceiTive and ihdycent 
joy which Chariemagne expreifed on the news of his d£ath ^ 
The exa£l; time of this itvent is difputed ; but Suac/i^iusy and 
fome of the beft writerS|t place it in the year Sox after Ckrifi* 

O I A U S III. ^ 

plaus III- GOTRICK being killed, his ddeft fon Olauty the third of 
king, that name, was elected king qf Denmark. ,Tbjc prjnce 4s.en- 
tirely omitted by many hiftorians, Aad^f.<fi^rs place him after 
Htmmingy though Stfxe Grammat^K^Pt^. Mettrfiui exprefty 
^ay, that he wjis ,the fon and imidWi&^^'jjucgeflQr of dbriet, 
Olausy while he was endeavouring ^ bring to juflice the 
murdereis of his father, had the miffortune to involve him- 
fcjfin a civil war, in which we have rcaibn to believe he 


^ SvAKlKq. p. 63. 





D-mark; ^ 

^ Ifid this dicumftance menjiioiiedl 
’^Bemerama, . 


7 « 


fictiijicuy inoughwedo' 
by any writer 

Ac^ojRmNG to thv'jeimc author, he 'Va* fuccieded fJyHem- 
Hi/nmin^niS'^^ child, l.ie firft a^ of i^is princw IdmitH- jhing, 
ration was tOdsncludoajtrt^^ with Ltwk ihf Pi6p/{ett\\tji ^(ttbking. 


dominions, wh(ch was 
parties, withour»ny critJ^hV’" 


the limits of ti 
to the fatisfai 
jnent on the 
great part of 

years, v^h g'eirup^uTci thif exdoilentanMliareh^HtJied up 
his h^iT^reath, and iis'T his kingdom to bis two 
$iwat\i and JRjngo^. ^ • 

' Z I W a R D and R I* ‘w G 

divided between them, a*n^ ^ 

jcaloufy and (^pctual wars enfued, by which^is potent^^'/ 
kingdom be^ to dwindle, and loi(^'the rffpe^ it h^rSd^ngo* 
long command from the furroundjng ftates. At ]m the 
condition of thw^anr^ became deplorable. Siward*s fabjeds 
depofed him, and raifed his infant foi^ Rcgntr to the throne, 
which furnKhed his rival Ringo with a fair occafion of fnvad* 
ing Zealand and Schenen^ where he met with little refinance. 
Immediately on his arrival he threatened with the mofl cruel Ctvd ^ * 
and ignominious death, all the^iidtabitants who refufed to wan in 
acknowledge hTVn for their king. l<i this critical fituation, Denmark, 
the people delired he would permit them to deliberate upon 
h;s prr^ofal, which being granted, they aflembled to debate 
op the pieafures which they ought toP purfue. On the one 
hand afFedion, and the oath they bad fworn to Regnn , 
incline^dfRtny of the inhabitants to remain firmnn their duty} 
on the other, the power and dii^adful menaces of Ringa 
terrified them. Various meafures 'were propofed, and all 
Wenew attended with | thouiand difficulties; in confequcnce 
of which the ailcnfbly wfs ready to break up without coming 
to any conclufion, when Regntr^ though then but twelve 
years of the following manner. “ To what RegnerV 

“ purpolc is it, friends, to irritate a powerful fpetch to 

“ ^emy, by aniHt^Trif^attachment to an unhappy prince, hufrttnd$* 
“ whom 3 ^ tale' not^rength fufficieiM to defend ? /s 
“ deferting your king, and flvine from your colours witb- 
** out urgent neceffity, would oe a crime of the moil 


^ Scriptor. citat. ibid. 
F ^ 


hrinous 
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'Rkgo V*^fu. ’’r'T-if 'S’*, 'ig**!^;'>«^“'y» 

5j^^jj^^untiIidmj3'o Kas killed and vidtory had decfa^i m favour of 
ftifxdycrrary, who had iikewife received a moftigd wound, of 
whicn^e died the next jay» and happy had i^en for Dm- 
mark had this event happened earlier, thougj^ each was de- 
ferving enough of the crown, had he enjoyed it without a 
comp^itor. It was their rivalfhip and ambition that reduced 
the kingdom to its melancholy fituafion, and die continuance 
of their wars would probably have made way fqv its total 
con<|ueft by fome foreign p^ower*. 

# 

R B G N E R. 

Ilegner, Both thefe princes^being removed by death, Regn^r was 
56/^ ktttg. fecalled from Norway, and replaced in the throne (A).. As 
foon as this prince had fettled the domedic oeconmj^i^f his 
kingdom, which he found intirely ruined and confounded by 
the late civil difeords, he dHarchea into Norway againd Fret, 
king of Swedtn, who had invaded that kingdom, imagining 
that he could eafily reduce it before the iftq^tion of the i)Scn^ 
would admit of their fending forces to its relief. Frot had, 
indeed, defeated Siward Ving of Norway, and jgjl^e prifqpers 
of his wife and daughters, before Re^r. He 


fbi of Denmark, 

heinoua nature fo, adheringir lb mem at the Utzase^bf 
youh own lives, when you ar^'^ ^ififale you cannot better 
the caufe in wpich you arc engaSHLi^'«|downright folly, 
and a trefpais againd the hrd prin4pfi» oKiaturi^ Deceit 
'nfom^cafes ji allowable: be oraiSlued in a 

ore jfft ca’ufe'n^hah the prefei/tyoc^ with mos^prqbabi- 
I'.ty ot'^ccefs? You mud Areve the y^iCTmy^ou are 
nable ft, corny.; yo6 mul?|r?i\untji:rfeit futodjilfion, until* 
akrepauon oglFrs of refuming principles, recalling 
king, ajd throwing off pf/the opprelTor. 

Atverfe fortirtle is never fo mounted as by yield-* 

*in^^ it,” This^fenfible oration f|i^^,phild, determined 
them toJ6ii«J^ hiS advice','*as foon Sis djcYUacrc'onvej^ed him 
lafe mxo^orway. l^y accordingly fuDmitted to Ringof and 
immedisUly gave no'tice of their intention to Siward^who 
^(hout n•^ltation^Jdfuck his tents and marched to givS bj;- 
to hi^rival, equally defirous of corning'to a^^eciw^o 



cc<, 

« 

cc 


* Saxo, 1. ix. 


Mavas 



(A) Au:hors differ confider- not a few Ragni/rid, We have 
ably in the • nhngraphy of this adhered to the ortfao^phy of' 

S rince’s name, fotne calling him GrammatUui, Meurjtus, and Pon- 
\egtur, others Rtginfrid, and /«««/. 
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9f lOenmark. 

them, j^ionU ^ virgins who had fallen* mid hh 
bands^ to the mc^ crw b^^imities and infults, whilh made 
them mceive jRi|pf|^a\Cheir deliverer. T^c indigtinion 
, this prince v^asHo'tilgt^y inflamed by their piteous relations, 
that he /iiarched iplikR^^-^ainfl; the barbarous conqueror, and Sramtty 
gave hitni^battle} bl^ tivrldi a very dubious eCent,j|j/t>til Lath- j[ mh- 
garwoy a of ar Jheroic difpofitioj, who md. bcei^ ra- gartha, a 
viihed by tHfej^tal Arrrr^'entered ^he ralfiics, ancirwith Uufy 

dible valour,rdrove tlf^th^edes every where'hcfore he.r,\^ili^e,o/*N()r- 
opened a wayi;|o th^^l^, whom flic^ piyced thrd^i\%c way. 

'• body before he was r to guard agafnft her furjjius at- 

ta';k •*. The finiijjed by this deciflve afti*?i#f 

nerw^ fo captivart^^ wfth the bramy viAfgt^ that he^^E"5‘’ 
foihm her of her celadons in mirriag^«,and obtained) her with 
difficukyi 

-•iQvRiNG^tifi king’s refidence in M>;t^'(7y, the Ifovince^pi’ 
Rnd^fytland revolted, and fome commons were cx- 
; his prefence foon reduced amirs to theif* 
former fltuatj|[4i, but not till he had given battlq^nd defeate|jt 
the rebels^ » of whom he generouily pardoned, exccgrin^a 
few of the ^^leaders, who were j^eferved for an exemplary 
punifliment. revolt foon however broke out, and 

was fuppreiled with the fame expedition and vigour; to this, 
fucceeded a third, and to that a fourth, which obliged him to 
treat thefe obftinate delii^uents with more feverity, and to put 
it out of» their power to difturb the courfe of government by 
their rebellious and reftlefs difpqfition. 

REGNER*^ marriage with the* valorous Lathgartha was 
unfortunate; for (he was fuppofed to afpire at the crown in¬ 
dependent of her hufband, againft whofe life (he was unjuftly 
thought to harbour de(ign8 ; upon the difcovery of which he " 
repOK^iated her, and demanded in marriage the daughter of Ha- Lathgar- 
roth kih^f Sweden. Before he coyld obtain this lady, it was tha, 
neceilary he (hould fight the two greateft bullies in Denmark, 

This he performed with fuccefs, having killed them, and, in 
9 £}i 9 fequencc, gaingd the prize, which had been contended 
for by all the fflrrouiiding young princes, inflamed either 
with love or ambition. By this lady he had feven fons, Rath- 
be/t, Shvard^ Bhrno, Jgnet\ and Ivor. In Harold 

the mean timet^i^^, threw oflp the Dantfh yoke, and proclaimed 

ch^fe a king, vdll^fvljey called Harold KUmg ; upon wlych king fy tha 
J&gwr xStSrail army in Denmark,^ and aeinforced himfelf by Cimbri, 
a ftroi^ b^y of auxiliaries from iS/irrto^, which was after- ^nddt- 
wards ftrenitthened by a fleet of onz hundt^ and twen^ (hips 

** Saxo, p. 171-2. 

of 
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^he fiJUliiy 
And eeur- 
age if 
liathgar* 
rha^ 


KaJuBdnei 

Saxoiiy. 

Regncr 
Jifeats the 
emperor 
Lotharius. 


, Tbt HifioA of Dcnittar^. 

of wary^htch Lathgartha had for his fervid, iin<f 

CQmmaiflled in perfon. Regner w«s v?^i(l^ at this innancp 
of her aiFe&ion; but (he frankly told jncon^ancy 

on his fide could wean her from her ar wHgc hw to re- ' 
volt from tlv? all^iance (he owed, 'j^oA^This fuMedtithd his 
vaife* “ If fays flitL the charms of riy in 

yourjeyes,*i(Kis requ|)te ti^at I (hcfuii/'endea^!^ to«fUpply 
that/ofs by oVher qi^tics, more cof|^up|^e to }^r glory and 
osfj^f thcfeVKingdoms *.** thejgenerous re- 

vengerwhich thi^noble lady took*j/>1^'^ie ipifdelity of her 
fpoufeJl He marched with his army agalnft the rebels, ' 

antrtegu'Wq ^-'^^ -svhich,oont«iued ^ CCi^reat warmth and 
fpirit witlfjuf appearance of advantage t^lkher fide, 
vjard, th^fonof Rtgt^.hy was killed, which occafioned ^at 
t^nfufionWthc wing of the army heVommai^% 

Kegtter he^ng of Wif fon’s misfortune, new 'irjc lightnit 
along the linW exhorting his men not to add lovhis calamity 
by their mife^dufi, and rallying them with ^vntffDg^irit 
"ard refolution^whilc Lathgartha led on the win^he king had 
left, anrl^pulhed tite enemy with fuch irrefifiible^topr, that 
they weitf broke and totally defeated. ^ 

Having fettled the affairs of this country,•^^warded, and 
refrefhed his foldiers, he kd them without delay into Saxetty^ 
which he refolved to punifh for its frequent revolt to the em- 

f ieror. Arriving here with a fleet of two hundred^fail, he 
anded his men with fuch expedition, that the Saxons were 
fubdued almofl as foon as ttieys had intelligence of his arrival. 
The emperor Leihariusy (hen encamped with^* large army 
on the Eihct gave battle to Regner, and was defeated ; but 
the Danijh monarch was prevented from purfiiing his vid^ry, 
by diflurbances that were raifed in Sweden after the death of 
their king Haroth, whofe children the nobles had driyjs^out 
of the kingdom, raifing ane of their own numbefw the 
throne. Regner fent his foift with an army to reinftate the 
royal family, which they foon efleAed by a fignal defeat, 
given the ufurper. Sorlus, fo the ufuef^pr was calIod^» 
finding himfcif unable to combat tflb forces of the king 
of Denmark, fent a herald to defire that the ilj^e^might ^ 
decided by feledling a certain number of rants ^ut of 
each army; a propofal that was acce^Mpa^r/vr chofe one 
Scardo, the moft famous fwordfman fe«l^ 

Cons for his feconds ;* and on the fide of the Dane^!^\it thrra 
princes Burro, Fridffjf, and Ratbhert ofFcred themfelves* 
'I'be combat began in fight of both armies, and Scar^ be* 

* Saxo, ibid. Mf vas. p. 40. 
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!ng lc*lted, S9rlus and^fsc'^hildren, onaMe to ftand|aeamft jfcmiMt 
the fu>y of jc^be \ princes, were fooA forced follow /ougia 



born under ar.’unha/i^ 

k A ■ « A 


The death his beloved wife, fo grievoply af- 

flifled tb-/Tie 'founo it ’ifccelIIir,*^ilJ mmd 

by'j^/^iging in fdmo foreign Wf»r. Accordingly hc^publifticd 
an ddi<51, ordering all his fubjects w!iO were harrsded either 
witJ idle ^ciiniifJrcn or fervants, to fc^ them him for 
*^*'nployment^l4'As foon as he had railed a fuf^cient fuVee, 
he put the a'l^jrs of his kingdom in the beft dtcLr, and com< 
mitted them^AO the care of a council, compofej of twelve of 
the moft prudent and weighty men in Dtnpark, After whiLM 
he embark^his troops, and made fo ruccefsful a defeent on 
Britain^ thaf^Si ihort time he reduced the ifland, not even 
the Orkneys efcaping his arms. In his return to Denmark, he 
af^eafed fome commotions, fet oii foot inA'^rtui^y by the 
pride and ambition of fcveral of the nobility, who afpired at 
the Crown. He was not long in Denmark tefore he married 
a third wife, by name Suanioge, snd bad by her three Tons, 
Reynolds WHfise, and Erick, ^ 


been, claimed by the anceftors of Regner, Thif war eqded as 
fuccei^vAly as the former; upon which he turned his arms againft 
the Ruffian^ who had lent c^piTtderable aififtance to Dh^ 
by which he was enabled to prolong the war. We are told 
hy the Danifl) hidorians, that this rude people confided more 
in the power of 'i^castattons, charms, and their fkill in ma¬ 
gic, than in arms; that they raifed fuch ftorms of hail and 
fnow,, as-rtu^'ifjd the Danes to the laft extremity, and had al- 
moft conquefe^ f*roine, who had always proved in¬ 

vincible in n^j^$i'T.]i^egnert after loling^ near half his army, 
‘^as fofikv^^d retrean^to Cmrland^ whgre he was kindly Vei- 
comed and furniihed with every neceflary which the country 
afforded. Incenfed at his late dif^race, he again entered Rup- 
fta^ with*a refolution to bring the favag? monarch to aiflion. 

^ Ibid, etiam Pc •taw. 1. V. 
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The 





iS COH’ 

quered. 


^ the Hi^o^ of Dcn^adc. 

The king of Rujfta^ for « he fott^fx\ng Jt«^lnir% 

rf.turii, nad procur.J a ftrong Iiod)Kj^ ai^iliaries Trcm the 
king o \i^ Vinland<i whofe troops exphrt in 

throwing the lance. Relying upon ‘rours, he '/entured 

to attack th^. Dapi^ unable, on acQ&yinti of the itiouiikains of 
ice and fiAy, to extend their win^, drawer iTi“ofdtr of 
battlp. Regwer^ for this reafon, kcpflrtfiis carf^^j'^nd Itvatch- 
ed ^e oppoVtunity ^'f hnduig the unguirded. Next 

'■ Evented tjte happy occafiou^jt-i' wiihec^ for; upon 

whiohf^ led his l\rmy with the ujm|^'''*!^diaron and filencc ^ 
intbeniddle of the night, and broke^l’^heir camp, while 
they thenifidvos witl^di^Jotion of flarving 

the i^<7n^5>into fubmiffion. Ii} this diforder'l^ obtained ^e^fy 
viftory; ‘»nd after takvi^ fufHcient revenge, withdrew hi^'ar- 
my out of'^his inhofgitable couiury. ^ i 

Ubbo his The lor^ abfencw'of furnilhed his^^a\J fonf/^-^ 

ha/uid*^ with an opportunity of difplaying his ambiti^, and uniia- 
font re- tural defire w depofing his own father, an'^^^ing upon a 
voitSf aB^MQwn to wh^ he had no kind of right. In^i&as^Tfd pro- 
jed he whs alBfted by his grandfather Efberht a ii^,n of grean 
power in Swedijh Gothland, where he raifed i ni^nerous army 
in fuppert of Ubho. But EJbern was defeated ^ BiornOf who 
was left praefe£f of Gothland by his father ; and Uhho meeting 
with a check from Ivar^ the other fpn of Regner^ went into 
voluntary baniihment. Soon after, by the affifhnce of his 
grandfather, he equipped a hrge fleet, with intention to fur- 
prize his father at feain his return from RuJ/ia.^ Hs^ met with 
him accordingly, but was* forced to yield to the ^fuperior va¬ 
lour and juftice of the^oarent. In this a^ion EJbern was (lain 
among the firft, and mi. head fixed on the prow of Regg’ir^s 
galley, which fo terrific UbbOf that he made all the fail he 
could towards Zealand^ where, once more, making trial of 
his fortune, he was defeated, made prifoner, and (lam by his 
keepers, for having attempt^ to make his efi;ap£ 

■REGNER, who was born to fhine as the firft of heroes in 
the Danijh annals, had no fooner fupprefled this domefttc 

he was attacked by a more formidable foreign enemy i 
Jbn'of'Dlo*^^ thb was no other than Daxoy the fon of of the 

'lieUeJpontf whom he had lately overc|m|{u#$^'ei^ iSattles. 
The peace which Dio had concluded,^Ob|f no means fin- 
cerey and patched up only with intentigV of* lei^^he 
opportunity of revenue. He fubmitted from necebity to the 
terms of the conqueror, and permitted his dominions- to be 
governed by IVidferc^ fon, who was left inequality of 

lieutenant, Daxo retaining nothing more than the name and 
jvigeantry of majefty. Daxo embraced the opportunity of a 

fair’' 


Regner 

eenquers 



rfJfenmuk, yy 

fair tK^iwas hdd in me c»ty« to lerpmate hU bafe Mgn of d^o 
mafla^ilqg Pf^^tre. he invited that piijice to a nitn/ers 

feaft, ^9 had c^ceal'M**^i '^number or^Saned aiTadi^s ; bnt tj>e 6raw 
this fc^me beiQg^fAif ^ited by fome bufine6, which lad pre- Widferc, 
vented the lieutenr^t’s ' ^e.ndance, he went early in tWe morn>^« ^ 
ing te hfs houfe« attepdcn with 'the aflallins/dreilAdnike pea- . 

fant£) and’fiiVding a^'^i^tlnce, was forcing nis vny to 
ftr^s diamb^-^ whc^KTfe princej alarmed wit*^ the noife, 

' leaped out of fxd« an^ ,^accd hirnielf, (word in hand, in the 
entrance. Here he defended himfef.^ till he K-^ei«ed ' 

a wound, was **overp*^!0l*^ with numbers^ an?d taken ^i(b:acr. 

His valour had fuch.a^ 'iVe£t upon the treacherous Dai^o, that 
he offered to fharejfie l^^ingdom with hitr, him’his 

filter ii marriage, provided he would promifc never to revenge 
this'httack. But the generous IP^idfer'S Referring dea*h to ow¬ 
ing hn oblig^fion to his perfidious foe, refolut'*’^ replied, 

“ rbat -iWiired no greater favour Of" his hanifs, than his 
“ imbruing-Wnem in blood that would not Caif* of drawing 
“ upon the mf.'hous Daxo the vengeance of Pjgner** In- 
cenfed 'at thi. haughty repulfe, the cruel DaxS ordered him, 
with all his ittendants, to be bound and thrown into a large 
fire lighted K : the occafion, there feafting his eyes with the 
unhappy catafti«phc of the valorous and nobie-fpirited PVid<- , * 

fere. Advice of this barbarous action coming to the > ears of 
Regmr^ it gave fuch a fhpek to his conftiiuiion, as had near 
unfettled, his underftanding. He ran about the palace like a 
maniac, tore his hair, rent his cloaths, and committed ail ^ 
the other actions of phrenzy and defpair. This paroxyfin of 
madneis was fuddeeded by a fit of defpondency and fullennefs, 
which it was feared would intirely deitro^^his reafon $ but the 
good fenfe pf the queen Suaniege, got ,^e better of his grief, 
and roufed him to a fenfe of his oWn'^ndition, the fituation 
of thli.]^ingdom, and the folly of lamenting, like a woman, 
what ought (o be aveng^ with all '^be fury of an injured king 
and father. Convinced^ with tire many forcible arguments Regner 
this lady advanced, he levied an army, marched into Da»o\ re<ifenget 
Cs.,mtry, defeated his army, took him prifoner, and, like a deatli 
truly generous prince, 'bgain fet him at liberty : “ Enjoy that 
' “ life, faid he^ which would only be an unworthy atonement to 
“ the Aan4-3ri>'ijjrave fbn; and let thy own confeiente 
“ rhy punifher.” '^•^afPfever, to add to his mortification, heg^ 
ordered that 1^'flibufi.'pay an annual tribute, and corner in 
perfon, onc^ year, attended by twelve noblemen, all bare¬ 
footed, in token of l(i^ fubjedlion. After this, leaving his fon 
Eric his lieutenantpver tbp conquei>d countries, he returned 
to iVunirrra,‘where (bme new commo^ii^ns began to difiurb the 
• -a ■ public 



public tMru}u9itjr* Thefe n foon (pppl^dy and TetAi’g the 
affairs i tbdCt ktii|doin> lc( bis ^on jnisras to prel^ over 
.tbcm. I r\l /} 

fiEFq^E hb retusn to Denmark^ Suankge Jed, a 

ctrcum{&nce which threw him into dAp melancholy, 

that* cour.l only be fubdued by tlf^ib*^r arms j apd now 
the cccahfn offered : for Scotland cbojh re- 

Regner fufed to pajr^jhe ufual hom;^c. 'I'htri^iVgcd to raife 

iimadef a prodigious'armamem by fe* and land Jwhiclf^e^tranfported 
ScotUnd, intp Scotland, and/thcre fought a dre^f I battle,jwhich JaHed 
^^kifeats di^rj^ and cade4 in the defeat Scot^ and death of 
ibetwg^ their ttng. The vi'diory, however,V/. not cheaply bought;* 
for ■^rjfwr.lg^hy^fpus Dqt{ and Ri/i^eA, with a prodigious 
Subdues t^iiccrs and fuldicrs in iKc cn^gement. faffing 

knaland hence into EngU^fil, be fought there with equal fuccefs, 

* * and fubjevlnd the whole kingdom,to his obediebce, afterfde- 

feating theff«k of llaum, who was >»v a |^w- 

erfuJ rclnforf:eipcnt from Prance, Nor did Irn&d clcape the 
terror of hii('pame, and the weight of his arm ; for tran^rt- 
ing his army t'o that kingdom, he flew Adclbric, the Irifl) ge¬ 
neral, in battle, routed his army, and made himfelf mafter of 
Dublin, the capital, which he gave to be plundered by his fol- 
diers. Before he returned to Denmark, hi'* fubjedls there had 
broke r^ut into open rcbgilion, and recalled Harold, w'ho had 
before been fet up as king in Jutland,^ This prince reflc£ling 
, * upon the power and valour of Regntr, rcfulved to make ufe of 

o every precaution to withfland him, and fecurc the f>oneffion 
Cbrijlia^ of his new*acquired alutRori»y. Accordingly he fought the 
nity intro- alliance of the emperor^ which he obtain:* conditionally, 
dMd into that he would embit.'^ce the Chrifiian religion, and propagate it 
JJenfliark. a|| his power thi^;i8;h his dominions. Harold, the better 
to fecure the emperor^Viendfhip t without any religiod*, im¬ 
mediately became a convert to Chrillianity ; withou^faith, 
abjured infidelity, defiroyed all the pagan idols, and efc^fed a 
church in Slt/t*fick, where tlie do£lrine of Jefus was publicly 
preached, arriving in Denmark, as thefe new fc hemes 

of religion pnd politics were carrying pn, attacked Hofcld 
without delay, overthrew him, and fdteed nim ,1 fecond time 
to feek ihelter in Germany. Then he deflroyed the Chriftian 
temple .ercdled in SUJwtck, and rcftoredth^Wfffhip or*the 
pagan..gods; a circumAance whichsQH^tes by no means 
from hjs reputation, as l;e had yet gfnvsd m convi£fion of 
the truth of the gGfpel, and haid he v'mbracemik, muftibifve 
proved a convert from political motives y-a refieififion, which 
we thought nefellary, ii^unfwer to th^idkrulous defamation 
of Chriftian wjicers. '^his Uft «£f, fay mey, was evidently 

*t^niihed 



\f5i Cortot, king of Milgkn 
iu feduceJ Jrtlan^o (econd |w 


poroi^ by tbue All 
volrtiiga fecoitd tSoiOs 
of indepopdency. more drer’^e aged m^o Regner h 

the h 4 *df where his i^ual good fortune, ^ut not hiJva 1 ouf» dtfmii 
r deferting him, uevij^as Qpfcated and made prifoner. ,^is cruel ^ eru^ 
enemies, without regardipg* the'chara£ler* ^.f^the he/o, threw 
him'h>ur<d, into a di ngeOn filled with fnakes, vipr>4and poi- ^ Hella 
fonousfaniip'it\s» putting an end tci|>a life grown . 

old in glory hhd vidlijr/. A proverbial faying of this great ^"S**°*^ 
king’s in priton, det;^piined Helh to fet him at liberty * 

too late, he had breHr;|»ed his laft before the order came Ireland, 
ojailor (A). Other w. 'tcrs have given'w different account of 
the death of the great Re^ntr but we ooinion, that 
the authority of pmiP} writers ounht, in facts refpeding 
their own country, to weigh aga'inff r^oteffimony of foreign¬ 
ers we have therefore rela.ted it as wc ^nd it afltrted by Gram- 
maticus^^r. '•iams, and Mcurfius^ who .'OFrefpond directly in Hit eha- 
ail the circumffances of his reign. His whole life was an ra^er. 
uninterrupted courfe of glorious vitflories, wife meafures, and 
noble generous a<5tions. His repudiating his wife Ldtbgartha^ 
a woman of fo fublime and elevated afoul, may be'imputed 
to him as a weaknefs, if we fupiK^fe it proceeded from the 
jnconffancy of hu^rature. But this does not appear; on the 
contrary, Meurfius and Grammaticus^ affirm, that this lady’s 
chaftity was publicly tax^d ; and it was unworthy of Rigner to 
cohabit with a wife, who had even been fufpedted of incontf- 
nence. Thus we fee the errors of thofe writers, who place , 
the converfion of the Danijh kings' in the reign of this mo¬ 
narch”. Itlsi¥&e» Harold wzs a Chriffian, if we may give 
that appellation to a man who profefTed »his religion only to 
ferve temporary views } but he never was king of Denmark^ 
he was only an ufurper, who, by meaits of a faction, was raifed 
four months to the throne, during the abfence of the lawful 
prince, by whom he was driven ,.into his primitive obfeu- 
rity \ ” 

. It is now difficult to fix with certainty the fucceflbr of Reg- 
rtn^fikvd continuf the feries of Danijh kings. The difputes 
and differences on this bead, among writers, arc numbcrlefs; 


• SdA«ixo< W^jJDan. p- 63 . Propis vid. Gram. 

MbuRS. POMTAwTN & SUAfilNC, p. 64. 

(A) Steonittput fsyfi that other wrutrs, that die eonqoc- 
Regntr was defeated' by HeUa, ror of the brave Damp monarch 
in /rWW, exprefly a»firming*<A«is king of that country. P 63 . 
contrary to the icfbiiiony of all ' , 

and 
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I would a vainl enfleawurlo feconcUe them : we 
brefore adhere to tikie who bwe kept the neareft to a 
cbronoIogffTnough aH,«inde|(}, ha,ve gready failed Jn 
ticular (A}. , * * * 

( / K 

4iW^iNG*tb the bcU authorities,was r^fed to the 


E ^mark. 

) feconcUe them : we 
re kept the neareft to a 
|, have gready failed Jn 


to of\is tlccf...red father, an4 J^an his^ignj^j? 

A.p.»36, venging tire unworthy Aath of th^tjfamoisa Warrior. 


vengej hit r^ifed an artny,^cnuipped a fleet, and, without hefitation, in- 
vaded EngUmd ^*Ddt flnding*//?//« too ftroeg for him, he fent 


vaded England ; mlt flnding Jtulla too ftroeg for him, he fent 
to his bi others for/i^coure. Their arrival with a powetful 
reinforcement, foon Im’ned the fcale in favour of Ivar^ who 
defeated and, tovik ample*vengeance onjlitn fdi the 

cruel death of his father. Some writers affirm,he took*^ 


vaded EngUnd ; ndt find! 
to his bi others for/^cc 
reinforcement, foon tmr 


him prifoner, and ordered him to be hanged on a gibbet be¬ 
fore the camp ; but Gt amtnatiLur, with more prob^ility re¬ 
lates, that //t/Ai/el] In battle (B). 

The better to fecur^ the country, and gain the afliec- 
tionsof the people, he remained two yin ; du¬ 

ring which time the Dams revolting^ raifed his brother’s 
Siwata and Eric to the throne. This news alarmed Awr, 


and obliged him to have recourie to the affiftance of the 
Englijh<t of whom he embarked a large body, and failed with 
them diicdlly to Hol/itin.* At length he met with the Danifli 
army, engaged and de&atca it near tafter a very 

biocidy and obftina^conteft, in which the rebels loft twelve 
choufand men. Ho^w refolved to keep the Danes in awe 
by his prefence, and ulwefore fent his brother A^i^r tj go¬ 
vern in England, Here Agner refided but a fliort time before 
me Enghjl), uncafy under^a foreign yoke, railed an,;irmy, and 


e 

(A) Suaningius and Pontanut (elves excufable in adhering to 
entirely omit Ivm in their lilt the authority of that elcgy ut 
of kings, though it is certain hiftori|n. % ^ 

that Rtgner had a fon of that (B) Mmrjtas affirms, that UeUa 
name, of whom wc have made conquering father^ by 

frequent mention ; and as thefv the forces, 

writers have chiefly made ufe whofi^j^dard was an eagle, 
of<'the authority of Saxe Gtam- he oi;f<ere<i» an impre^n q^^is 
mntunst ue are .it a tbfs to con- to be ftared on liellah back, his 
je^ure upon what teftimony body to be flead, and fprinkled 
they excluded this prince.^ with fait, until he died in the 
they have oiven no re.ifdn for joell agonising torture. P. 44. 
.his pioc-cvling-, \\c think\ur-' ^ 


were 



snpiNOi ^» uenmifK; | 9f 

Wfere dti tbe pdioll *o7 reducwg him to exiremit^, when 
vntrdf hisbroOier, sirrivedl witli aJ9SS/of forces his rAief; 

whfdi he nraS enjibled to rwun them to their mrmer obe-> 
dienoe; and%u>rev«Nt anothet i<^^re^ion, he cj&elly,mafia- 
cred the pious king ^11 the nofiility ot the 

jhefelioJflJ^tranfaflfons wcr^'hwryingOn ItiEng* 
landi aj’cbcllton w«s taifed in Swed€n by me^s of one OfteUf a 
man or a turbulent ^afmrmg diipofttion.^ I'hither jigner flew 
with an arhny of En^ijh^ and cng^n<; the enemy w?ih too 
great impetuofity, was flalii iii the )^at of the engagentfint s 
but we arc not told which of the parties obtained the vii^ory. 

. Ivor outlived his brother but a Jhort tune ; for he was earned 
off by a fever in the flfch year of h| tTeign ; but not until he 
had acquired and merited the rcputatiqii of a great and war¬ 
like prin- ?. < 

^ S nv A RD S N A K r E. 


To /vafr fucceeded Sitvard, furnamed Snaie jG’ve, his brother. Siward 
In his youth this prince had diflinguiflicd himfelf ny many Snake- 
extraordinary feats of valour in the field; but now having ac- *y®» S®'" 
quiredf the crown, he turned hia inclinations to the arts of * 
endeavoured to refiore induflry, and promote she pub¬ 
lic tranquility, that ^ad fo long been diflurbed by a ferics of 
foreign and domeflic vTiiis. God, fays Meurlius^ ftconded 
his pious intention, and enabled him to complete a reign as 
pregnant with rea|^felicity and ^rue glory, as any which the 
annals of can produce. He died and left an infiuit 

fon, chofen by the ftates to fucceed him in the throne '*• 

^ ^ R I C. 

TiIE name Q^-rtiis young prince Was Er^r, fiq;pamed Bern^ Eric, jgfit 
or, as the to this day proilbunce it, Bearn or ChtlA king. 

In his minority he was depofed by fine, brother to the Ha¬ 
rold v^e have fo frequently mentioned in the reign of Regner^ 
whlSf oo|c^ the reins of government into his own hands, af- 
fuomd the fupreme authonty, and by means of a faction, ob¬ 
tained the title of king: a revolution that happened, accord¬ 
ing to MealJidifdTt the ^ear 847, though, more probably, 
juft ten year, later. •, • . 

- BR rc th USURP E R. ™, 

Mindful that his brothel*™ depofed foon after he cm- 60th king * 
braced the Chrtfttan religion, to*' tdob the ftrongeft averfion A.D.857e 


^ Meurs. 1 . ill. Tub. init. ^ Saxo & Mevr-i ubi. citat* 
Mod. Hist. *Vol. XXXH. G *• 



Hiflfiryef ^ 

to the do^ine of Jefus^ put at the mmifters ^ the gofpel 
in J^tw/tarf to (}eath, whore reftored the pagan re¬ 

ligion i frmi which We nii') iifer, that Chrifttanitv hid now 
begun to tape root in thi^ ' nidom. A| Saxsrff^nd Er^land 
had now bfgun to'^Jh^’ tnq|r 'uncaltnefs uhdcr the Danijo 
^oke, and to^Trai^ aiT-nv;s**i^)r the recovery of their liberty, 
Eric {truck up aj-^lguc and^tridt alUalScc vith the St‘t»g‘; 
Siveden axid Not obtained large fupplies of < 4 and snd Tea 
forces^from them, rajLfcd himfclf a pt^elful army, and with 
an hundred thou4nd,fi«;hting men, rfho a proportionable fleer, 
entered upon the reduction oiEngland znd Saxony., dividing 
his forces, that he might attack both together, and prevent 
their mutually alfiliing :acb other. Spreadiflg terror where- 
ever he went, the faiiie**;^^^ his power was fuMcient to reduce 
the revolters to cbc^lionce, and fubmit to the terms he 
thought fit to impdle, before he had fet foot^ dn either 
country. « ' 

A. D. fr was after his return from this expedition that we Hi^y 
858. dale the«asra of Chriflianity in Denmark ; for ZV»c was again 
brought back to embrace the truth of the gofpel, in which 
Theufur- both he ni)d his brother//ara/i'/had been educated. Anfgu-^ 
pir eta- yi^s biftlop of Bremen, was the happy tnftfument of this con- 
«/«.-/verfion'i in conlcquencc of which Eri: abolifhed the idols 
propa t/uej he had but lately rcltorcd, and pubiiiheU an edift of tolcra- 
i tion, permitting all his fubjedls to follow the dof)rine of 

Chriji with impunity. Such was the force of truch,«or fuch, 
perhaps, the incunltancy of kunian nature, always eager af¬ 
ter novelty, that Chrillianity fpread with •;-ii^t7ang rapidity, 
and was greatly aided in its progrpfs by the zeal and piety of 
the king, who, notwiihilanding he devotion, never once 
thought of rcUoiing the ciovvn to thd^ight ow^r : but the 
inviiible hand of Piovidence biought abvxjt jufliK way 
which the ulurper lutle<cxpeclud, amidli the tranquility in 
which he had hitherto ^lolldll’d the throne, ^liutborm, his 
brother's foil, became his rival, and connected his own caufe 
with that of young Eric, the fou oi Si ward, and the Ijvful 
king of Denmark, V'iolent were thi* Jiilentions raiieii' adi^ng 
all degrees of men by this opijofition. Such of the nobuity 
as bad taken part with Harold againfl; R^^', or l^eld places 
yndcr the ufurper, remained his fa{l^y^/!fs; the reft of the 
nation in general, thofe who reinenilwf d the glorious Regner^ 
and retained any iiMife of julliccj. gratitude, and comp'aflioh^ook 
the fine oiiiuthorm, and declar^^n favour of the young prince, 
A bloody battle was fought, m which almoft all the nobility 
of Denmark weie {lain, and the numerous progeny of Regner 
entirely extingutfhed, except the foti of Skvarel, tlt^ laiy hope 

2 '' , ,.of 




ot this illiiltfious fftilliiiy*. Tht ufurper t^was|flain« 
by this ^eans made way for tpe once^ moral to« rt^md, 

. A| firll ‘he Jirenuoufly 
j^n faith : nay/ took the 
.'t 41V root. it| nut of his 
dominions. ^ic pur fcveral of zealous 

to d^^aP^, ‘abfl had rcmed to w'I'^td'thcir religion ; * 

" omctT^i* foSred or bribed int^a compliancy erith his will. 

He levelled all the diurchcs even with the grch.jr)^, and fent 
an army to savage Sax 3 iyt, chiefly bec^ft the people oi^th^ 
country had received the light of thc-gofpcl. Not Jone 1X861, 
• ter, however, he not only withdrew his refentment, which 
had grievouily oifprefTed the Cbriflran^, but publifhed an in- 
*tire Jiberty of t^nfcienicc, anfl en^juN^d liitnreif the true 
faith, by means of the eloquent and prudent Atifgarim^ to 
whom this as well as the former con^idon is wholly to be 
afcribejl. He eredeJ, at his own cxpence„ a magnificent 
jehawch at Ripen^ ordered the Pagan temples to be razed, 
and now bec^'e as bigotted a Chriflian, as a little before he 
had been a Heathen; thus ailing in extKmes, and proba- 
neither from convidion, but from fupcrftiiion and 
p’reju^e. At the perfuafion of Anfgariusy he appointed per- ///^ (fj 2 . 
ibm. prope'^y««4;palificd to teach the gofpel in ever}bcorner racier. 
of the kingdom, allowed them handfomc falarics, and took 
jf^garius for his dircdor,*not only in fpirituals but ii^ tem- 
p«)rals likewife; an cilice for which the good biihop was 
but indifferently quajified, Havyig thus afforded a remark¬ 
able inftance of weaknefs of thrf human undeidanding^ 
which at different times, and without any particular convic¬ 
tion, can maintain opinr^'Ts diametrically oppodte, he died 
the pijpfelyt^nd chief^pport of that religion, which, but a 
few'^oars-berore^Jg^nf^ad perfecuted with fuch cruelty and 
'jbitternefs *•. 


C J N U 


the L*i r r L E, 


E^C Ijgft an only fon called Canute, and afterwards fur- 
namrfd't 3 &r 75 «/(f, or, according to foroc writers, the Little, 

As his infancy perfuaded the ftates that a long minority might 5,^ 
prove dan^ro* tow^be kingdom, they refolyed to cleft one 
of their own body, vt,ihould govern with the title and^ 
authoripr o^^a king during his life, the crown then to revert 
to Caiute or his children. Acjjrdingly Emignup, a noblc- 


• Saxo, Lix, Meurs, 1. in.*’'l*ONTAM. 1. iv. 
nox cltat. 
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S4 f fhi rf Deiwilfe; 

man of great wifiom and val(tir» was dtofen by public con- 
fent^: but(jie was fcaf^icotecH on •the throne, bcfoj^^ Olau$ 
king of entered thefeized upon J>J^^own, 

niaint^ncddt till ^iSi/lc5>'<:i.^ pd rhej^ranf^^eJ it ^ his 
fon Siwardi M.I10 was r»nc years afterward by an iii- 
.furrctSlion of favour of C^ifj 

years of maturi^ ^ 

In the vcr^j^ginning of Uanutc% reigny a large colony of 
Danei went' iorth tQ, look for new jbaoitations (though for 
ofiht !»- ^y’hiSi reafon we arc noftdid) a'id fettled themfclves in Pruffta^ 
babi*^nts the,caftcrn parts oiComland^ and mCarelia. Now it was ^ 
that Norway entirely (hokc off the yoke of Denmark^ under 
the aufpices of Haroldf (ornzfncd Yellow-hair (A), which is, 
the only circumftan'we ‘•f ai^ note wc hnd mentioned dnder 
this reign. This pripce differed greatly from his father with 
rcfpedl to his religious difpofition; ior Eiic wa^eithcr a 
zealous Pagan* or bigotted Chriftian ; whereas Cdhi-*e 
pcrfcdfly indifferent to both, arid regarded the priefts of"’All 
religions little better than pious impoftors, w’fitng it was ne- 
ceffary to protect bn account of the veneration in which they 
. were held bv the people ; a way of thinking that 
great fcandal upon his memory *. 

F R O 7 H 6- VL 

FrfithoVI. FROTHO VI. the fon of Canute^ fucceeded him ; but 
/the year of his fucceffion to the throne is difputed.* He was 
• the greateff warrior that wielded the Dani>J}} feepter fince Reg‘ 
ner. He reduced England^ which had (“ehTdlcd during the 
indolent reign of his predccefibr, ^and ffrft planted the Chrif- 
tian religion there, if wc may ciVit the Dmijh hifforians. 
The better to propagate the faith he pre¬ 

paring an ambafly to pope Sergius ^L"*^ii?^acknowrifdgc his 
fupiemacy in fpirituals,‘-and to requtff th» h/t would fend 
fomc perfons perfectlyojualificd to teaih *gofpcl in Deu- 
mark^ when death put an end to all his proje^s, and deprived 
his people of an excellent prince. He was married xoMwia^ 
daughter to the king of Englandt by whom ne^naa k foa 
named Gormo, who iucceeded to his crown **. 


G O R MO AN II/ 

Coimo GORMO was furnamed Angh^ or the EngliJhrgany^htcxaXc 
Angle H.jjg ,^,35 ijofj, £„plandt wh 4 re he likewife received tl^ firft 

(» 3 ^ ifig. « 

Meur. p. 46. I. «. p. 178. •» Ibid. 

(A) Pont anus calls this prince Haroldj Haerfaarox Fair-Hatr, 

aiidi-^ 


X 



of Denmark. 85 

ru^imcits of his education. Ubon of ffis father’s death* 

he embarked fori D \Jimari^ and. there recced 

the crtwhjf-Wthe unanimoul V'nfcnt* of the people. In 
his aofenck opporJnityof re¬ 

covering thc^ liberty ; nor did^c any I’ttAnpis to de- 
ot '♦ ;••’fj^r from i^iooiei?'*/ ‘ frpm a redlitude, 

; ^ard tr^uflicr, an^^'Tf^cdion for the 

countr^of hfs birth, and Aducimon, is unce.^v'd^ Gramma^ 
thus indeed fays, that hi.s^n^j^^e*4'a^ mi^, and^mo- 

derate ; that he was contend with tT»e government of*"loii:s>- 
« kingdom, and thought it impofiib?^ for a prince to do ahat 
juflicc to the fi 4 >je(Sts of tWo diflcj^cnr and diflant kingdoms, 

• which his duty, required; ao opinl^® that reflects great 
honour on his memory.' After a p 4 d:clm reign of four years 
he died, and left the crown to Harol^V 


H A R JO L D V: 

The p^-ilfble reputation which Gormo acquired, and the HaroldV. 
i^tranquilitji^hich his fubjedls enjoyed, not loft or dif- (jj^h kmg, 
iridiSJa fHarcld, who was a prince of much the fame difpo- 
tionl u^on his father’s piinciplcs, preferred cafe 

and trantjWihyjjJfc-iafy other advantage, prclervcd the king- 
l^nniJn juft the fituaiion he found it, and handed down the 
crown without additionai^luftre orftain to bis fun'*. • 

w 

V 

G* O R M 0 ^ III. 

GORMO ni.*lrurnamed the. Old^ from the extraordinary Gormo 
age to which he livctj^** was a w’cak and timid prinre, III. 6^/h 
thougli fathf^ to twr/very warlike princes by his wife, 
^laug^lfic-tv the kipg^ England. He was a bitter enemy to 
the Chriflians-i^rfionme perfecuted^ in every quarter, demo- 
* lifhing thcift^burcl^ and banifhing their clergy. Among 
other facred butiBid^, he totally ddftroycd and razed the fa- 
mdSs cathedral in Slefwiciy and ordered the Pagan idols to 
bc^s^^-<l*ivherever they had formerly flood. 

GORMCys fons were'both men of great ability in war, Th ex- 
twinj by birth, and rivals in glory. Their firft exploits were pfoits cf^ 
dircifted ligainftTi.e V/mdaU^ whom they fubdoed ; next, Gormo’/ 
they carried their arms agairrft the Englijh, wno, had (ot/'«* 
fom^time enjoyed their libertv, and conquered them; but 
without dethroning their unrfe, who ar That time wielded 
the fceptre of this country : ?p;»"-vcr, they obliged him to 


• ibid. * PoNTAN. I.iv. SuAMNC. p. 65. 
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idT ^be Hiftery ofDtnt^iL: 

figncan inftrument, wta^y hi conveyed Ac crown p them 
at his deceafe. * From En^n^llthey paflcd intr Irel^d, and 
laid ficge to Dublin, (Canute received ^ of 

which 'he d3;d a ;* upon ^\i\t\^Rajdd i^lhcd 

the ficge, tdola. the, cjjr J>/,£»cd the affairs of^e country, 
and returned inCd^'/z/w/ot. V 
While ly.f^'.ons were g^herir^ jigirels a^adf ' 
took arms the Baxom, vievr to oblige aicm to 

regjcV '^cc the Chriftitm rri.li^.'.-’j / U:?Jing reinforced his ar- 
Iny, by a large body of. luxili,. /he deftroyed the 
couiftry bcfuic him with fre and iwoid, {paring neither fex 
nor age that did not ab,^iic the faith. The emperor Henry 
the Fowler foon caiyiAto tin* relief of the Baxons^ defeated 
Gormo, and drove him ».ut of S<ix>i>ty. Porfuing his vidlory, 
he entered into AVf /u/t/f, took the city of that 

name, then a tywn flourifhing ^in trade, and gave bis 
Ibldicrs to be plundered. At a funll didance from thenwesi?^ 
built another town, tranfmiiting thereby to poftc;^y, that here 
he fixed the boundkries of his empire. He then ^.’^ted peace 
to6V/W(?, on condition that he would ceafe to per. ’cu^ff 
Chriilian fubjedts, and permit liberty of con<'<'*';..^ .^htrsn. i 
Gormo was not acquainted with his fon Cgt"’' . for tome 

time after his return from Saxeny. Wjicn it came to his 
knowicijge, it aiiedcd him fo ftrongly, that he fickeued wiin ■ 
grief, and died 

H A R 6 L D y\, 

Harold HAROLD his fon was immedi^ly eledled king ; but he 
VI. fur. refufed to accept the crown, until ^^had firft j>erformed his 
tmtr.ed father’s laff obfcquics with all the mag^ficence irpcomiBg^^his 
high rank and quality. He was no fof'*^j::j <7own\'u Than h'^^ 
0 /^ iju^. difputc the tlirone*of England % ih^ of 1 

Norway. His claim to t^is was indeed\h/K. ‘wle, bath on 
account of his affinity, and by the will of Ethelred, ^ho 
had bequeathed him his dominions, in exciufion of his 
fon ; though, from motives of cqwty, Harold aJoiatfi hf- 
puiing the crown with this laft prince, and permitted him to 
wear it unmolcfled to his death. t»As AdA/iatxdiv^ without 
IQiie, he now thought he might fairly scflcrt his claim, and 
accordingly made preparations for thai purpofe. Haguin 
in the mean time wvaded Englmd ; befides which, Har^h^hzd 
other reafons for engaging in a War with him. But this alone 
was fuiHcienc i a condudf tli^rwas owing to refpedb for bis 


* Saxo, 1. ix. 



(/Denmark. 

incT^^d couftii, tle^Iate kings of England^ mi >At not now be 
into indolence or c|>v^s) he therefore paflqd with 

I flcf Ag/aw// ,,and fcrV nber*to fuppoit the claim of 
Hi aid, of the Nm blood, who had craved 

IIS afiillai cc. *'■ 

.he 


»7 


c ui iiii; ^yvfi in'm uiuuii, wiiu nau cravea 

The kino: }?/» iitarmg i|hat h'ls domi- Uff«icetdt 

were’ mva ied by a prey 7tc^ *he throne, retuinrd to the 
d jIa7oi^ifdlhm ati\ ar. | inOtir/ccx 

tc ciifl of A'Sir-tnaj^hc iVd the Dantto r, totnmandid bu^L 


Hooind M\dCt*ofi<i^ himfell • ,jji'>r i 

ie landed hi'> men, amfdrcAjfh'Vtnu.in) uitj a und- 
nent, in vvhich he dett itu. \1VA>. out did not Ine ( 


n or 

and 


in ftnps, 


tr vCiC- 


► ‘bd not Ine to eii|i^jr 

' fh^i Vu'luit by which means 


L, in vvhich he dele it(«. 
his \idorv , for he wis ki^i 
tiatold^ tne pretender to this ermf^h^ut cccdid him, and pud 
tlitf promiled tiibute and hon'igt ^id^toLl of Ditmail, in 
return for the gciu,roiis aid he ha^ nt him. Thus Not day, 
once more, became a pio mt^lofn^ mark *. 

„ A. TfR Haictl had IcityJ^ic ifl ui» of Ett^fland, he faiU f 
•igiinft ihtl'a-^hli, who Committed horiid dcptcdations on 
all the coi^A of thL lialtu nor hai ft tree rnl his hanJv of 
when hib aid and piotcdion v^eie folicited by 5 /w- 
of Sweden, who was. diuen out of his own doini* 
;> 7 h»’^To enforce his rtqutft, Siubutn had brought 
Cli . jTA u-fttha his fiAei, a lady of admirable hcuity 
:ompIi(hmenb I he ftratagem had the propofed ef- 
^Harold became eltamoured of her, married Jjcr, and 
promifdi the brother all the aiTiflance in his power to remflate 


I 



him. Raifing aa army, he lod rt into Holjlem , and march¬ 
ing from tlietKewto<S/^:f/f, he tdbk by ftorm the new built 
city of Henry the empertp*, put the commanding officer to 
death, and ipadc pnfor.;rs of the garnfon, leaving a fufficicnt 
HuixAer of ahis own s tbn in their ftead. He reflored to this 
'city thfTancienf.i^'" j; oLSU/wtei, and annexed it again to 
the dominio/j While be refidcd ficre, the Fan- 

dais refume^|]'^'^^"!inacie8; and Hgrold again attacked them 
WLih Gich vigour, that he reduced and plundered all their ftrong 
and, among the reft, the rich and important city of 
Wbtlisf, bihlt in an ifland of the fame name, which is formed 
by two branches of the river Oder. This tity be prefented to 
Stubtem^ who b(|fame eatremcly dear to him, on account of 
the brave exploits 1 ft Dad feen him perform in the c»urfc of 
this war.. He now therefore refolved to turn his arms agaiflft 
ErX* to reinftaCe his l;jrotber-in laiif, before he under¬ 
took any other aftairs. Recruiting his army with the utmoft 
expedition^ be led his forced through Holland againft Eric. 


*> Id. 1 . X. p. 182. 
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OthoV e)c- 
^dition 
into Jut¬ 
land. 


^ht Hifiery nfXytnvc^^ 

In-the mcan®tinie*advice was received, Otb 9 I. C|i«» 
tcttA Jutland with a pow'ndul irmy« and penetra(c/l% the 
very heart of the couRtry, fyj:vene.c the in^>;nK3^|crcd 
the empire by the attack ilffvicL 0/^®,^/‘.cc*d,^ave^* 
Other rehfonsffor his CQiur^\Jlh- pretended to bo the pro-* 
tedor of Chrilhaniuu triW»’‘V//<5fri/V per fe^uted r to be , 
^ly of the p'andah\^Q\\oxt\ If^/d ccr.T^od tl/{Sp£»mL 7 i 
ful poffeiioT oi'SJefwirki whicn^.*^he^«J/V»took and plundered. 
The cmperoy^tlnd ^jutland an c.V,) *he inhaBitants 

fit tji-kear afths bcing^lnJ*%.* V{7, (In/nn to ferve fn the 
dljDvfAT. Some afli-rt, f, occedcu t.o Dantxukj and 

ibende travelling aion^- t'*M- ljur.g a j'pear into the fea, 

marking that (trait as nda.y ot r.is efiipire. Qrant- ^ 

2/Kj alRrms, that he , **ije Hand of/■awt’?, and tlKfc 
built a city calle d aftci ‘ .amc : but this we find denied 

by all the Damp v. '.^r the cjty whic* refembles hi-; 

name was built, /ay they, byli./cw, many v- irs tMort^ 
birth of What the rventJ: tiil.' was v, e kn?V.-' 

not. Some GVmrrw wnreis aii’ert, that- ’'‘V')ie<3ing'.*'1 
his force,'pitched his campon the j . *o jck .S'Jand 
Slefwick, to intercept Oiho^ whivh Ik did, and was 
.On the contrary, Grat:.niaileus writes, tha'i f ^ ^ * 

diardd's,*r\zrch againft him, retreated wi|‘ L»et>* 

pitation, leaving behind nnwiy nccefl'aiies of his camp, ykkJpt 
became fp many trophies to the Dar/ipt monarch *. All ^ 2-*’", 
that the princes having adjufted the preliminaries of a pei- 
forral conference, met; and ^Haroldy ov.:|;ccr.K' ' rht ar¬ 
guments of (>//'?, and the clcigy aboi- i a», | naced the 
Chriflian tellgion, fulcmr.ly and publicly ahjinii' ’ Paganifin. 
On this occafion he received baptum, f'/;, ^he emperor, 
being fponfor j and the fame ceremon^j. p.:formed ott liis 
queen, and all his children. During rsc* ^pngs*^(l'~SliSurn'\ 
was defeated by who, in conlctl th^ viflory, 

feized upon Haiumd and BUIIki^^ two Schonen^ 

belonging to Harold. This oecafionfd the’ latter to fv-o^dc 
againd all future irruptions, by creating that firong t^H 
acrofs the idbmus of Shjzvicky which^e called DaXetndffJiXoz- 
the wori of the Danes. Some writers aferibe this wall to the 
emperor Or/^?, though for what reafod we ar^ at nlo^ to con- 
je< 9 [ure: the very natflc fufiicicntly indkrates the authors. 

'Amidst thefe tranfaftions, Harold V.\ng of Norway 
and his fon //^^w^fuccccding, rfefufed the homage* an^tri- 
butc which his father conftantV paid to Denmark. This he 
jldijCved was a feafonable opportunity for claiming his inde- 

* Saxo, ibid. Mevrs. 1 . iii. p. 48. 

^ 1 * 


pendeftcyi 





mdnarchci, the emperor Gtho^ and*£rf£ 
It ieli ou , ^ owevtr, otherwife than he 
Harold immcoiL»» ?' demanded the ufual ho- 


UTOn Aicljj cc 
In th'' n’.*- 
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pend^y, whenwas engaged in «quarr.'ls with t ‘ 
loch ^o^erful n 
It’ng 

ima|3.ncd ; 

Inage, and levied an army *tc ^nr ncc* his ddmind. Haquin 
to comply, he fent a andi arniy thither, under 
*r- iomc**)g;^his generals, while himfelf marched 

^ whom lui^dc^ted, and oblii;ii'g him to fue^*f”^ 

as jyere pi,ti»urcd by the 
army was dcfcatwif 
the prcluje to lys fu- 
j • ■''■» Tpurred on by ambi- 

ihrmiif**- oi ;! Sr ' Crml't i^wo powerful 
(> ] aJI Nulpired at his father’s 
i was . 1 '. t '>n|.^. ( v. ned king at JP'eiburg^ 

-lifcd to >l.'im ;• and indeed, fuch ///x finrt* 

theirs or dil'affe£tmn began to fpring btU and 
\himrk. HatcU, howGvcT, determined d//put» th 
duty, railed an army, and gave battle erwya 
•IS .el jted on account of the treachery of his with him* 
maj’v V: whom went over with whole troops to wor- , 
V!i)[||j^ytllw^fTlr.i^(uf>. He next equipped a fleet; nor was his 
fiw. • /arw»rable, for he was a fecond tlmCdefeated, 

, an V^bliged to taktf flieltcr in '/.cahmdy where he found means 
' ♦'■u'!-«'Jt his fnips, wdth \^iich he determined once more to ha- ^ 

'.i*. • n^ragemenr. The event was no Icfs unfuccefsful than 
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•nc"., .ipct;vvhicli he fltid into Normandy y and obtained. 
^ men and fliips from the duke. With this 
eturned to Zoalandy and once more gave 
^ lloth were fendblc that they now fought 
fprilhc Idf^ !>.. vc, the battle continued for two days with 

(A) Graf^^^i Mates, that Havdd feeing a*ftone of prodi- 
Harold, aft?.,f jg Erie, was gipas weight raifed by the work* 
buHcd in erecting a magnifscent men, asked his jeller, whether 
to the meraory of his be- he had ever feen fo prodigious 
j'cn Gyntha, and that a weight raifed by human 
'1iKl.»ploycd all the inhabitants ftrength ? ** Yes, replied the 
of the provinces in bringing “ jeller, I have feen your fon 
tndferiafe To Ij'ofkinen. '** Snven run away with a whole 

This fervile occupation thofe “ kingdomintimating ^the 
proi^ qpd warlike people could defign of fetting him upon the 
lufT fupport without indign';- throne, wAich was the nrfl no¬ 
tion, and this it was that alien- (ice Harold had of the rebel- 
pted their minds from Harold, l^ion (i). 


(i) Faxo,Jl. Xi 


(he 
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the tifmo(loUlH)ary. Great number were killed andjji^nded 
on M>th fjdes; but neither coi^d refolve upon yic^Mig the 
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fitJ 0 ety ^ fienmwk. ^ 9» 

aU fnnerfluiOT > Swm, willing W (hcw hii pithudp Swen» /V 
0 ti^if old pe • i'orrciied their fidelity, and halltarded ulutattd a 
o,h.>5m»wtoJ.-d .y» h.«ih.n CM--*. 

^n'b' whi A his had, annexed to *hc chufch. Next 

le t?.ok up armO a r^id/thc inhabitants ot ^ 

jc >|»^V^ehis father in tli<* rebel- 

he Oder^ for ha - \ ^ -jt^ioated by tKOJi' c aj4. 

^ » _ .1. A.../ (w«r«rkv* 


?arwnS.tr„;.r' ^■SrwiV .a.ea by .he genern- 

fm of he dl'lh l»-li«, vvhi./<na iha,v jewels lor tins pnrp.^ 

e’^'treatov King quite /naufted, and the countty opprelhd 
trcaiury c. cut of the two formej divifions 

hy heavy taves lor the p. ) 

ot the r--,(o.n. Upon h,s returl that they 

d‘i’td of the clblcs real and pcrlbnal. More- 
rfA-ncd with all poffible expedition, all the .icwtls 
foo’fofWr. liberty, and returned them ft t,K pro- 

'^rir"'tJiUroitunes d.'J not, howe-er, reclaim yiiin, f-ys 
tiu misior urfued his idolatrous courfes, and 

Grajvmaucui \ he lim punuuu ^__ ,h,. vf.i- 


T; , ; » l,»di>rq raifed a creat arrpy anu invauiiu oy ».vt 

handful of againft him; but was defeated in dc*»- 

a anddnven Dut of his kingdom. Thence 

5. i^derld''an'exile into N»r«,vry, went to the court 
vdi!^ ,. ho had fiicceeded his brother Hajwn, reminded 
•&^"of the Xationi his father H.rM owed to the kins 
Vplae^ him in his thto« i i.t - an- 

*?LT K* ^ow^U^ his life, h inding, no 
ted his fath ■ ,.g^ this monarch, he 
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{ The Hijtory of Ucnwtfkr 

ffnceof fourteen fears*’. Eric noy-dyiiu: m 
openirt^ the eyes^ and fofrcning the*htii . H^enMy: be¬ 
gan to perceive the folly he <h(id crimmutcd 
the faith in which he had bctaC inlj^rtjdicJ. He iftlibutcr; , 
paft calamities to the h' J «^f\ 5 od, who bad thus , 
nipied his impiety, and r iu»^nC'’ •'I w».ed rervoni*aji^^' 
Ke*a] to the .profeilion of v.arijf^> refloiwtioi* VroTf 

followed, through the ' -^/an ifwhn 


exerted himfetf-war'nhi in bey’-'-'c*/ the unfortu 
ATI ^ On hisTifum he clerj'. he had 

at Jibertyj^ and coinpcyfii^V^,,’/*»t -. 

able, the fuffejjings of .‘u* V\ 


voked a diet (fr the . 
fiances of his bani/hna^tViy ' 
his enemies, and the obje^o| 


to vvyout I 
vvhtch he 


ice. 

b.i(ii.iied, 
Iv'fl rrui'-ner he was 
ipp ' laftiy con- 
the circmi-. 
became the .lOit of 


com, .1 m of li' 


friends. He 

had loft his crown and K‘pui.Vi'f!<;i, dearer t'tmi irc itlflf, by 

•< '.i 


the hands of a man who had bet” >j^*teate 
Schanen^ by his mother j wheno i: was vilible 
of God hadtinterpofed, and made '(.'c r-^' Eric 
ment of his vengeance, in order o rci .. 
and defeat the more diCgraceful. Ash "ould tu*, 
acknowledging the jufticc and wifdoiu oj that^vIfSjl^ 
whom he had impioufly abjured, he requcfflra his po 
they valued their prefent and future ^app’'*'^rs to be w 
by his example, to rccciyc the light of tr ’ fpcl, and 
tnat falfe and profane religion, which Go’ permit f\ - a 

time, but would not fail to jiunifh and dt i i ,bv end His 
propofal did not meet with the reception lie tf*,jctftcd, ■ 1 Ire 
therefore refolved upon other means o^accoinplifl'. g . is 
7 kt Cbrif- and re*eftablifhing Chriftianity. This vv.<s i'()on<cifcclcd by 
iim relE the arrival of Poppa^ a German divine of p.cty and flo- 



quence, who, by dint of example and 
about what the king’s authcriitv could no^ 
DenmArk. related of this prelate j »ind indeed he 


p9H re- 
iortd M 



on, brought 
veKi) miracles 
ed of the 

happy talent of imprefllng the people with whatever nm^qa^ 
he thought fit to infpirc, in which perhaps con^ec'v^j^ 
fupernatural powers. All the clergy were recalled, 
houfes appropriated to their maintenance and refidcnce, and a 
fee given toPeppa, appointecb>to prefide over^chc^refbof The 
Demijh ejergy; but at tlv* i^me time a 1 u*ftragan of Adelagt^ 
bUnop of BrciRM ^ \ 

While was thus emmoyed in promoting piety »d 
the Chriftian religion, OUtui lu»ig of Norway was taking mea> 

A 

* Vid. aut. chat. ibid. ( > < Saxo Gaam. 1, x. 

' fures 



1/ Penxnalik; , 

f'lrcslfor din J ■ ^,*th4 public tranquUky. Appr^lief^e 
« v«^», atr I icf'Sing'the internal oeconomy of hi^kifig- 

nnirlS^jeJ.. ‘ his c’aim to a fupremacy over Norwoft 
. d- t-'. vicipaij his •'ic.ifures by levying a power- 

'■■4 into ! ■ iguc with Swen^ 

iprciu' . * thc'^ r und mbans to counter- 

mairying the queen- 


5^1 


nd;ie *. 


'v; 

' d the fi'icndlbip of king 
;4^ti:p;!!ty for- -.he defence 
<jjl^ ^ ‘’ti iiutiinl -icu.ity of 
witU' difappoint-* 
r'lqTij tf, 1 reVenge, he dc- 

‘ Nsrufay met: they luvadtt 

lUpY «*its totally defeated and England* 
battle with a few (hips ; 


■ ihc'^ rntri^t r 

V of Of.’ 

motnp* jCi'U. j 4jv - •' -« 

/ - ; infjmu b th;t> '= 

iind ■> -m'-j *» 

ihclr kir.-Lvioni ■ ' ui 
and, i. 'cd 

clai' • . i‘hc flee 
YctiS' w) ii invetci;!* y 

bllpt-e I, clc..|)Cf < -J! 

;itwas • • /uriiKc, liJ tr, to aioid tbedifgrace of being 
taken- 'u »n the power yr rt'*? enemy, he leaped into the fea, 

I vi ds dir viicJ. Tm c’t vq.jencc of this vidlorjj, Norway 
wi'. i’;’:,!. <' ... ' oof Denmark^ aqd Swm im- 

o .y-' p jiiijihi.d " liiV .nere in ftvour of the Cbriftian 
H I'-ti ^ ihe affairs of he prepared 

' w'.jtrh had for fome years thrown off ite 

tiio'erowii of Denmark (A). Ethelred II. held 
authority in that kingdom, the parti¬ 
ta. wnieh (hail be rejated in its proper place. 
!• aiui Englljli hiflorians differ confiderably in 
';L‘>^ci‘ni(lanc«s, and we {hall have occafion to 
liujir relations in'our Fliftory oft England^ the 

)> uch ^ difquifition. SulQEicient it is for our 

ptciei)*- <nat a peace between Ethelred and Swen was 

coiicluued, ihe latter had over-run great part of the 


■^7— 

h ie\; 

. „y 


P' O} ' 


Ibid, ctiam PfisTAK. 1. 5. 




We mull obferve, that 


fore; their invaflons were fud- 
Datijji vnters aflert in den, ihetr ravages barbarous, and 
JtKeral terms, that £;;^?oW v/as their retreats quick. Theypro- 
fubjefled to the kings of Den- bably extorted a promife of ho- 
$n 3 trk, weaF^fle |iundr?d years ^^age from the conquered; but 
before Canute the Greatt it is \<omr refided long enough to 
prqh^le they never conquered /the country to enforce it by au- 
a^ve one or two divifions ofi^thority and power before Ca- 
the Saxon heptarchy. In thefilS nutdt reign, who firft took the 
•arly times they were juft fuclK\ title of king of Demnarkt Eng- 
u people as the Saxons had be» yand, Hcmuay, Sec. Sec. 
about five hundred years bf- / 


kingdom. 



9^ 

Hit death 
and cl' i- 
ruder. 


Harold, 
70 king. 


He is tie- 
fq/ed. 


^he ti^ry if Dentt^h 

icin^dom, and obliged the former to ;ckfioavl(Bdge bis 
veidvruy In this ifland he breamed Kis llUl, imodf re- 
gmitd for the exemplary piety, drift juftlce, and^emarkable 
proofs of military p,cniiis and valour which he ^tMifplayed 
towaids the clofo of li!c. 'foero could not, mdeed, be a* 
lirongcr fatire on the manncisVf his youth, than that total , 
chiitigc of conduil he put on in his The fain«***msp 

who, with the mod criminal an^itioj^^|d fougll^ a father’s 
lift-; for thelfake of a crown, wasX H^onterfted with the bare 
h()magc_o^>-l^ncc,'^a!f*'a\^ijtiJ;|^.*- a. tadal by the kings of 

him toLV / ail the power, authority, 
and h<*-nours^loJiging to/l •*'* 

f r is not vtyy certain tlic immediate: fuccefibr of 

Swen^ though alinoft a^hiftoriSns allgw that he had two 
funs, Harold and Cilnuti. }'^- Saxo Granmiaticus and Pontanus 
take no farther notice rmer, than by mentioning him 

as the fon of Swai ; aff«rming*tVi*^hc latter, though young- 
cd, vves raifed tc ilie throne in prt^-ence to his brother. ^ 

4 


• II, J R O L D, L 

On the contrary, Alettrfius and Ly/ihander num ber 
among the kings, alVerting, that he fucceeded 5 ji^srDywght*)^f ‘ 
pritr.ogfnis<ire; this being an invariable maiMilfu'ith thek^tes, 
whetc Ibmc very extraordinary circumdaneds and reafopp for 
laying afiJc the elder bryther did notIBccur. Upon their au¬ 
thority we dtall vciUutc to infert Harold in the lid ofkings,"how¬ 
ever unworthy of that dignity hu«afterward$ proved. His cfic- 
minacy, Icwdne/ii, profligacy, and iniire concw» lUof decency, 
virtue, and moralitv, rendert-d him fo qdious to a people always 
brave, and now perfectly civilized by the beautifijl fydem of 
religion and morals introdueej among them, that he enjoyed 
but a fh.'^rt time the honour h3 fo litric mcritbd,^ He w'as de- 
pofed with every poiiible mark of difgrace and inlal^', and his 

' Meurs. 1 . iii. p, 52. ^ Saxo Gram. 1 . x. p 

PoNTAN. p. 145. I^Ieurs. Hill. p. 53. 

(D) SaxeCramtKatieaM declare!, to allow Ethehred t 

that the following proclamation ^ name ^nd power Jif king^of 
W'as made by S'-Men ; viz. thaj^ Englassdy jtufc’idl!! only that he 
he had taken op arms witllf ut acknowledged tlie fovcrcignty 
intention of ruining the pcople\ of Denmark ; a propofaW^'-h 
otEnglandf but ofredutingthem^ was accepted by Etbelred^ as he 
to that oredicnce they had fo |iiad not forces or a fleet fofi- 
ofren proniifed after repeatety^ cient to difpute it. 
defe..ts. He was willing, ha ''' 



brother 



95 


brod^ Wed to the ihrMe; of which he UkewtTe had lihe.to 
have been deprived« on a^unt of his conKant engagernentt 
in foreign wjhts, the DtfVf neither hewing with temperli per- 
fe£i indolen^, nor too great adivity in theii princes *. 

CANUTE fhe G R E 4T. 

CANUTEt defer. furnamed theGwtf, began hisreigh Canote 
with th«‘ii¥V'afion of«£n^. xnJ shd Norway^ both thcfc kingdoips Grt#U 
having thrown oiFthe^bj>^^i^(^tl)cy bad pffpujfed to his father 7 '/^ 

Swen, I'he talents cabinet ihd isjye field 

were greatly fuperior to h'r and indeed cljual to thole 

of any prince^who had wo* diaden. "f heii«^- 

recalled Ethelred their king) vho had abdicated the 
thi^one; and as their affections wct;e//t:*.nif;in extremes^ Canute 
perceived that this event would ^b^f^ttended with an attempt 
to render him independent of croa^n of Denmark, and took 
his meafures accordingly, that he might nut be opprcfll'd 
With fuch a multitude of idreign wars, as heVound he muft 
necefTariJy be engaged in, he temporised w'ith tj;»e Vandals^ 
and oth.r northern nations, who claimed the lame indepen- 
dtepey with £«jf/aW and A'icrtyfly, in order to diicd his whole 
io.ee againu .he two iaft kingdoms. Eti^/andwas his main 
object ’ and to prevent its receiving iuccours f.om Ncr- 
way, he artfully drew Claud the king’s brother into his views, 
by perfuading him to uy claim to the crown, il^ifter this 
he failed iox England \ and in his way met, fay xhcDanijh hil- 
torians, with the Englif} fleet,jcornmanded by king in 

perfbn, whom l'.M»defeated after a Iliarp engagement (A), A*t 
firlt, fay they, victory, which was difputed with great obfli- 
nacy, feemed to incline to the Engtijh, when Thymon, a no- 
bler^rtn of Zealand, arriving with a reinforcement, foon 
' obliged her to declare in favour of Canute Numberlefs dif¬ 
ficulties, ii|[,d(led, occur in this pesiod of our hiffory, and the 

. . CaANTZtvs apud Meurs. 1 . iii. p. 53. . Pontak. l.v. 
p.piCy. ^ Saxo Gram. 1 . x. Meurs. 1 . iii. Pont, l.v. 
v; - • ,, 

^A) Thefe wc/e the exprefs relying upon the dilatory dif- 
WordE of Penfanus, ^ofition of the E/tgliJh monarch, 

which are d:ametrk. Vy oppo- t'lagined he (hould carry ail 
fitc to the relations of all Eng- «rd?*little trouble; but niif- 
/i(^ Jtiuorian$. According to fortunes had rendered Ethilrei 
thefe laft, Eihtlrtd reigned in liore prud^t, and his vigorous 
England at this time, Canute ^'icafurca obliged Canute to re- 
landed without oppofition; and, ^)^bark for Denmark (i). 

(i) Gutbni fdtiy, 

) \ firongeft 



firongeft contraciely of fentiffients in and DmJiW* 

thH tf the torhnn; but we Oiall leave them ttrqe difcu^ in our Hiftory 
Eagfilh of England^ tharbeingnhe theatre of the war, tfd the proper 
«WDa- place for entcn/ig upon luch difquifitiofls, wb^ very little 
aiih afteft the Hiftory ol D/‘nmark\ * * 

riant, CJNUT ^'flad other motives tlun the power ofEthel^/d 
for returning to Damatk. flis abfc&'ai had furnilhecT Olaus 
of i^mvaymth an opportun.tj’Y u^aiu^his kiff^dern; but 
ttis return, f ’hey^our vim|ifi;|jych |he attacked the Nor- 
^ vitgm}{ ooliged that mo«BfK|l^tnibaik not only with great 
' lols, but alfo to feck ftidteijfj^^j//*/, whither he was pur- 
filed by Canute's fon, wpjr <^.d,4 great part of that coun¬ 
try, and totally fubdu^ QlUma, a province of Livonia^ at 
that time fubjefl to obliging thV inhabiuntf (o 

pay tribute to the crown V S 
In the mean time holding a perfonal confe¬ 
rence with the 'cing of adjuit fomc difputes which 

threatened to Cifturb the public tftnquillity, and fettling the 
affairs of {>tnmati, was prcpaiing to embark again for £»g- 
landf where he imagined his prefence would be advantageous 
to his affairs, upon the death of Etheked. But the king 
of Sweden dying before the fleet intended* for England was 
ready to put to fea, his intention was deferred, upon receiving 
advice that Omund^ the young king of Sweden^ was taking 
meafurev to remftate Olaus of Nerv/iy in his throne and domi- 
Canute "ions. Omundy in fact, not only granted Olaus a paAlfage to 
mtrt upon Norway through his dominions^ but aflifted Jiim with a power- 
A war ful body of troops, by wh'ich the exiled priiice was loon in a 
nw/ASwe- condition to appear at the head of a fornudable army, and to 
^ti and fortify all the pofts againit Canute. Not contci\tcd with this, 
Norway. J( was agreed between him and the king of Swedeuy thati the 
former ihould invade Ztahindy and the other Dani^ IHands in 
the Behiit while the latter ihould make a defeeni on Ja/W; 
they had moicover cndcavpurcd to flir up an inliirrediion in 
England, where the malcontents were to declare theqdeiv,'>s, 
at the very time when he Ihould be moft engaged in tmMb'. 
fence of his own dominions. By thit extended plait, aneUKh 
a variety of attacks in diifcrent places, they hoped to »n- 
found his councils, to wcal^n and 4 ivide hi|.fiiuLes jn fiich a 
n^nner as would rendq^vifiory certaiATiuid dip the wings 
of this foaring and ambitibx s king. But his policy, his pe- 
hetration, couragCtcand ftcaunefs, fruftrated all their ^fighs, 
and turned their Intrigues awinft themfclves. He procured 
ibme of the moll faithful ntf^Iemen of Zealand to carry on a 

1 . 

Auo. 4itat. ibid. 





ftcret to*prf>ailie 

Wf»uid mkt 
appeared. 


),%hte aH their valTals, at Tdon as his deA 
»iher deiigns they formed; ahd appeiitd 
fp eameft and'fiocere, that O/aus, having no fufpiciori ol 
treachery, had nMriy been lurroundul by fleet» while 

Pe was waiting the effibdls of the prortiifcd infurrediion. Tht^ 
were all. the mcafuresjof O/ai^t overturned, without the Idfs of 
a hitt)fclf..lL>tcid to repeat with fuch precipitation, 

as equalled the dili^rai^^ of a da.e&*/ * As Toon as Canute had 
refrefhed his trfwji ■, he psifcd wlthnjfuch celerity to 
that he furprifedi^ilcicai«,ij'. :;.)d few ir battle the king 
Swedin •. ' 

Having now ri4 his do niriiats of T'^reign enemies, his 
'* next meafure was-to raife fuch civil con^t^odans in Norway^ 
as would render it impofliblc for Qlau^^ "^ ^didurb the peace of 
Detmark. With this view' be arcfiliy did9ibuted large Aims The fucet/t 
of money among the leading pien of that kingdey, encou*^/^Ga¬ 
raged Harold the king's brother to renew his claim to dhe nuteV /»• 
crowoi^nd, in a word, took fuch effedlual agd politic 4lep8,%. 
as not dil/'anfwered his purpofe, but ended m the death of 
Xklauif who, as Tome affirm, had been murdered, by a conlpi- 
racy formal by his brother/fitrd/if/i and, according to the 
relation others, was depofed and put to death by his 'own 
'w^iKty, influenced by the gojjj and intrigues of the court of 
Denmark ** 

CJ NUTR was now the moft formidable potentate per- 
haps, in Europe, Denmark^ Sweden^ Horwfly^ and England^ werc^.^^?^ 
tributary to him : his lilliance was courted by the greated deaib, 
monarchs; and even the emperor Conrade fought hh daughter 
in marriage, and voluntarily renounced all claim to HoJ/lemm 
When Conrade was afterwards depofed, he reaped the fruits 
of Qmute\ friendihip; for, by means of his intereil and 
power, he was again reftored to the iihperial dignity. After 
this he embarked for England^ in which country he fpent the 
r-joiaiqder of his life. Finding the extent of his dominions, 
anti t>ie government of (b many didant kingdoms, too great a 
weip.!.r for any Angle perd>n, be reiblved to divide the autho¬ 
rity j and accordingly gave the ciown of Denmark to his fc- 
cond dm 'dkiafid^^anuU ; ^to Harold^ ‘ffie eldeif, according to 
the Dani^ hifforians,''i[te gave the cro^-of England i and lo 
^wrif^tbe.:p9ungeft, he aligned Norfuay (A). 


Saxo, L X* Msnxs 


;iuts.l.iii. p. 55. Hk 

• _’_ 


As we (hall 
have 

^ Vid. Aut. citat. ibid. 


Tu 


(A) OmEngli^ hiftoHans in conceri.ing theiffiic of ihis.flw*. 
neral labour under a rtittakc nar^. They call Snuen king 
‘‘'oo.Hisi. Vofc.'XXXiL - ^ « 



# Dennwk. 

have occari!Bn.tQ.ealargcup<^ii rffp of ihi* great 

pcince in our HiftoryV p avoid rep^iOoti, we (hall 

only fubjoin- in this place, that ^ died^ Iwral death in 
. England^ aher he had reigned with great apfdaufe for the 
fpace of twcnty-fiyc years ov^r that kingdom, and is deferved- 
ly enrolled with'*the greateft princes w^o ever wore the dia* 
dcm. His early age was rendered famokjis by conquefts, glo¬ 
rious victories, and the m(id refined*pojcy: the WL^ears of 
his life were amiable by .i|c%?jrance, .ji iiri<a regard, to juf- 
tiep,. affability, clcniuncy, ana tJvery other virtue that could 
render him beloved and refpetSted by his fubjedis. But this^Ts 
not the |)lacc to ex(}.ai;itc on k>s charadcr. of which we only 
trace the outlines ,tBj.' ' 

'>1* * 

H *A tosJi I-C A N Ur E. 


This prince, tile fec^id fon of Canute, obtained the ap- 
ITardi- pcllation ,A ffJ-iardhCanute,‘‘(if Hardi-Knute, from the dim- 
Canutc, cfilwcs hc‘combated, and the'valorous adions he performed 
•j id king, in RtflJia, when his father had fent him thither in purfuit of 
Ohus king of i^orway. He was preparing to invade England,^ 
then governed by hfj’brother when fbme infurredions 

among the Norwegians, who were defirous of recalling the 
Oliih'i family, renckred his prefence in that country necci&t^ 
His tranfadions in Norway varioufly related. 

• firm that he fent an army thither, which was . defeated by 
. Magnus, the fon of Glass, the cleded king of Korway. 
Others are of ophiibn, th<it, in order to profecote his voyage 
to England, Hardi^Canute cnttttA intd‘a treaty't^ith Magnus, 
and yielded to him the crown, of which his brother Swen was 


of Eor-1'jny the cldeft fon of Ca- 
nut(, and atiitm that he was 
born before his father ^became 
hiiig of England, which i;* an 
aiil-itiou dirciMly oppoiitc to the 
i-clationhof y/{>Killorians (i). 

(C) Tito Dijujj vjxxxtts relate 
an anecdote of this prince, which 
wc do not find mentioned by 
any Enghjb hiliorlan. Having 
in his'caps killed Vi*.** of h’s 
foltliers, he izninediateljK'aii'ein- 
bled the people, «and eifiilcd 
upon his being tried by )^^ury, 
who brought him in gui^iy, but 


(l) Vid. lleurf, Ihjl, /j iii. 


referred the fentence and pu- 
nilhmenc to his own pleafure. 
He btd befbrq rqtcd the price 
of murder at a certain pecuniary 
mutd, a third of whic^ wfi^ 
to qhe king, a third to the rrfa- 
tions, of the dcccafe J, .jlfd a 
third ((ay lire Damfit writers) 
to the army. nqjv decreed, 
tbato hiOlklf^*^uld ^ pay nine 
times t’ e \»alue of the ufaa} 
fine ; and to rediovV. diifi^tdes 
about iris own third, he or¬ 
dered it ihould be given to the 
dergy (a). 

f, 54. (») Jfwr/. /. iii, 

uni 



unwoftiij^^^ ^ki^ffkdgc a 

valSkl of cs^P^ * 3 “^ wtll^ ceit^ 

it Is that a great <}eet, and failed to 

Bruges in d]fti^wC'a9fl^/’/> at that time the refidcncc of bis 
%iother E'mmUf by whoqi he w'&s made acquainted wiih the 
death of Harold. Here it was that he was tnet by the Eng^ 
lijh ambailadoiS, fcnif to invite him to accept of the crowfi. 

As frfffri kenrpfnrw;;^ ^6 may^e looked upi>u ss an Englift} 
king, we fhall lyavd^^e parti .ql^rs of bis reign to be related ,r 
in the hiftory H that country. Sufficient for our purppfe [t 
*ts, -that-he reigned king of Dinmavk from the year 1035, one 
y?ar before his father’s death, t^) the year 1041 ; and died witH 
the reputation of^ ptince whofe charijder was compounded 
ofatbe nioft detembie vices an^ the virtues. His 

valour and generolity were in the /lurlber oF the latter; iijs 
cruelty, fefocity, intemperanct, m.a debauchery, compoied 
the former « 4 

MAGNUS. \ ^ 

PONTANUS relates, that, after the^death of Jfardi- 
CaHutff Magnus, the fon of Olaus, king of Norway, fuc- Magnus* 
ceeded to the throne of Demnari, w oonfequence of a 7 3 ^^ •, 

•cbmpatdf between him and Hardi-CanuU, that the furvivor 
ilioitlm inherit both kingdoms; but we find no ment^n of 
^'*^8 freaty in any other hiftorian, nor was it in the power 
of Hurdi-C^Nute to bequeatn his crown, without the con* 
fent of his people. On the contrary, Mcurftus affirms, 
that Magnus invaded Denmark \^ith |i* powerful fleet and 
^ army, immediately dh the death of Hardi-J^anuu. It was 
' IKe dread of his power that induced the ftates to clc6f him, 
in order to avoid the neceffity of being compelled into that 
meafure.* Immediately be received the allegiance and homage 
of the nobility, and was publicly proclaims king of Denmark 
and Norway ; foi 1:^ this time the Ed^UJh had renounced the 
blood, and railed Edward, farnanied l^tConfrJfor, to the 
%|bront. His eiedfion was uncontefted; but Swen, the ne- Swen, ;;r» 
phew of Canute the Greatf by his After, foon after the accef- 
Aon Af Magnus, put in bis claim to the throne, imagining he 
Ihould be ftrongly Aipported by England, in confequcncc of a 
promifedle l lh d ^ eceivcd* from Edward, and fome other fteps 
be had taken* in tHS^urttry. This^itva is fpoken of as if * 

*he bfW:a king of England after Hardi-Ganuie'n death ; for 
Gfomn^icus and Meur^s both fay, chat he left the affairs of 

kingdom in the hands of Harold, Godwir^s fon, who be- 
trayed hhn, and Was die great infirument of expelling the 

. . * CiAsois. apod Mevrs. 1 . iit. Saxo, I. x. 
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Danes 



Svi'en dt' 


ioo Thi 

' Danu ent of t^ak Hland. K«)yi«fE 3i^ fup|mt it wu 
tint ht difobted the crown of X)Jhmi with Minttt, intend* 
touie force, flfould his appUcadon to iSS^ mies prove in- 
emfiual. Both his defi^ns were how fniftntted, and the 
Dantt driven out of Englandi which they could never after¬ 
wards recover. “ . 

* Notwithstanding thefc unfortunlte occurrences, Swtn 
determined not to relinquiHi'his claim ;^e had thCTd^efs to 
gain over a great number oflYthC' Damjhi;y5hd&*y to his imerefl, 
and by their means equipped a fleet in Jutlandf with which 
^e gave battle to Mainus^ and was routed, being forced to 
take (belter in the ifland of Funn, Here h**. refitted, and ven¬ 
tured upon another engagement, which tc minated as unfuc- 
cefsfully as the, fnrin^. His whole fleet Was taken or dif- 
perfed, himfelf efcapiit^ a (ingle (hip to Ztakndy whither 

the conqueror purfLed hitAv and omiged him to retire to fome 
of the rem/'Wr provinces of Sweden •*. 

This sbar beirrg ended, Magnus refumed his operations 
againfl the Vandais^ with whom it Teems he was at war before 
thrt<ws the Swen occafioned the late commotions. He had (lain their 
Vandals prince Ratiborius^ who left behind him eight Tons, all fw^n 
enemies to Magnus^ and men of great valour, who refblved^ 
on ilvcnging their father's death. Accordingly they over¬ 
run with a multitude of trorps the coafls of Jutland^ 
wafle all the country througK which they paiTy, with m 
the cruelty of incenfed barbarians. Fired with Wentment, 
and the deplorable CqnJitbn to which his unhappy fut^edis 
were reduced, jdagnus raifed an arm*;', feiztd the (Irait or 
narrow pafs at SleJwUk to intercept the enemy, and there 
gave them battle, with fuch advantage as fully avenged his 
lubjedls, and punifhed thofe barbarians (or their favlige cruel¬ 
ty. Some hiftorians relate, that forty thoufandof the Femdalt 
were leA dead on the fleld, and thofe that remained com¬ 
pelled to lay down their (trms, and furrender at diferetion; 
but Mturfius reduces the number of (lain to fifteen thernfand. 
afHrroing, however, that the prifoliers greatly exceeded this 
number *. 

. This vl£lorj», and his clemency to the prifoners, kquired 
him the furname ofC^d; and fo,endejue4ri^.An air bis 
^ood * his return they met IfflK' in erbwds, loading 

him with bleflings, kjuring ouwf, and ofiering^,theirJivey- 
and fortumlf for tha <9ittrpation of that pretender to bis crovi^, 
and the defence of hts mSjefty's peifon and dieiuiy. It was 
not long after the defeat of the Vandeds that Magnus died by 


Magnus 


tn a 
hattU, 
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911^ ^ l^mtrk. IPI 

« fall whi^moolc fri^ at a hvnH miBii^mdtatk 

tbe road )ia|k flil'inKW his rider upcm ftakes fixed ia «mt rda* 
the ground, or fi»^trui^hs df trees that had juft been entrap, 
down. Odier vsriten idleds^ that he was drowned in the 
Babit^ in paffiiw from rme uip to anoth» in a fmaii boat. 

Certain it is, that his death was greatly and defervedly la> 
•mente dAy h is peoph^ whj> enjoyed under him all the (elichies 
whichlf'vm in wA^H^v of a i|ire and brave monarch to 
communicate to*alre 3 ionafti«and faithful fubje^ts, in fo &urt 

r^gn as eight wars, or, as fomi writers imagine, of no 
more than thjwytprs*. ^ * 

'' v^ £ jv m,. ^ 

Aftek the doth Swtr^ who had everfinceg,^ Iq 

his defeat be*ln an exile in Sweden^ was calkd withoitt r^po* jtinr, 
fition to the throne, to which he was the neaid|ft heir by 
blood. From his mother, who was After to CenutAht Grgat^ 
he toedtthe furname of Efirith ; but noewithftanding Im al* 
liance to this great prince, neceftity, rather ^an ane&ion, 
made the Daws elevate him to the dienitg of their king, tbe 
whole blood royal being extinS in ffpr^’^Cat/uu, A great i?/d^»/ 
part of the nation, and indeed the bulk of the nobilitynind wfy Swen 
who had Tided with Magnus againft him, would have nuMtkQti 
^n glad to fee any other peffon upon tbe throne, as they hi"g* 
dreaded the* tefentmenc of a prince wbofe pretenfions they had 
ib ftrenuoufly oppofed. Another ciicumftance befides the ne« 
cefliiy from kipdred, contributed greatly to Stum’s promotion. 

■>PiNi late defeat of the Vandals bad greatly weakened that peo-. 
pie; but then it increafed their animofiw to the Danes^ in the 
lame proportion it dimioiAied their wrength. They im* 
patiently watch^ the opportunity for revenge: and a Wtter 
could never ofteif, than when Dtnimrk waa embroiled in a ci¬ 
vil war, whidb would inevitably happen, bad any of^fitioii 
be^n maide to Swm*t cievatj^ Tnis the prudent men forc- 
ftw, and chofe therefore n^run the hazard of his refeotment, 
fox having taken part with Magnm againft him, than to ex-' 
pofe tHdYingdom to cercams deftrudion, from the incurfions of 
fo barbarous, /rritf l.. and iiMwnfed a foe, as tbe Vandals 

5^^i^b^anh isMdgn by making iome regulations in the A^. IX 
qjhurcb, and Aittliag the juriiHi£tion of the Kveral bilhops, io$ 6 , or 
conce^ing 'which foroe difputcs bad arifen gmong the clergy* 1^49’ 
W|^ he was buKed in this manner, the Norwtgians recall^ 

Hmrtldf the brother of their king O/aio, and placed him on 


* Aut. fupra. citat. ibid. 
Saxo Gram. 1 . xh 204. 
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^ t)[te tbronei ftfter he had lived a an' at- 

ile. Hanld knoa^ng that Swen vfah ide£iflu|[;<M^<^ tienmark^ 
and finding that his power was infufilckD^ diipate with that 
monarch, fcrupled pot to bold his kif^dom as a' fief of Den 
,, .markt until a fit liccafion (hould ofFer for his claiming its inde-> 
Norwi throwing oft’ fo fhameful a vaftaiage. He 

feized the op:>ortunity of Swia*s bciftg engSged in A wt r with 
‘ and levied poyerful whkrh !k had 

’ the prefumpeion to invadc^a part of the dominions. In¬ 

telligence of his proceedings foen recalled Stuen^ who pave 
fiim battle, and with prodigious lofs. great part 6f liis 
fleet was taken without a frugle man onV.o^rd, the feamen 
plunging themf^yes utto the Tea to avoid,,vuc difgrace of fall 
ing into the hands an enemy tb-''? hadf been taught to 
hold in contcinpt,,^ in conf.:quence of the repeafM vidlories 
gained ovcL f^em. Alenrftui relates, that Swen having flrft 
gained a complete victory, but gcneioufly fetting the captives 
at liberty, immediately renewed the fight, while the 

DaniJlj munatch was wrapped in fccuricy, and eafily defeated 
him. Swen being «thus conquered, took refuge with the re¬ 
mainder of bis fleet in the fmali iOands, from whence he 
wem over to Schonen and Zeeland to recruit his forces,, end 
endeavour to retrieve the lots fyftained from bis tocbgr^t., 
humanity. As foon as he had completed his levies, tuTd 
repaired- bis fleet, he again fought the enemy in'the Bdilicm 
'I'o pi event his fhipt. defeieing him, he had them chained to¬ 
gether, and though greatly inferior iq force, bravely main¬ 
tained the engagement till night, and would prc^ably have^ir* < 
tained a vidlury, had not Harold received a reinforcement, 
which greatly difpirited the Danes^ or rather a numh'r of Ger- 
mans who ierved in the fleet, and now feparated themfelves in 
the night, to prevent the confequences a defeat, and their 
Swen tie- falling into the enemy’s ^hands. Siveny whofe ‘ccurage was 
/eauJ. invincible, renewed the battle ne)^morning, notwitbflanding 
a thitd part of his fleet bad withu)awn, and hoping to maid 
up by refblution what he wanted in ftrengch, fought wjih the 
utmoft fury, and moft obftinate valour, until hewi^IhTength 
overpowered by numbers, and forced-tp yield t o his iikfortuqip 
HJROLDt not fatisfled with two va^ie^bcafned over 
the Danesy landed his forces, and laid wade all the coafls of 
the ifiands and Dagsifli continent, burning, deftroying, ahd ra¬ 
vaging many villages and cities, and among the reft SUfitUkti^ 
Swen was iorced to content himfelf with hvraffing Harold Ui 
his march, net being able to raife a force fufficient to give him 

Meurs. 1 . ui. p, c. i. ^ 
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^ bi|w fttuBifon. The cirfl div^oas 
jjh&rtf^Ts ambition ft extend h is con** 


^ ' O ------ 

^ no di(|jurban€e ab^t tbe confcquences of his abfence from 
thereSyf^eftiverTupon an expedition to Ettg- 
landf where he'Wfl^illed; by wmich means Sxvcn recovered 
peaceable poile^n of %1J his dominions* EIarold*i ' {ons 
Opfu 4 ^ and (hared their father’s dominions, and en^ r * 

tered into a trew pid allianee with 6W«, which was con- '“ii*^**«* 
^rmed by the naH' -bg^ of Olaus v^ih the daughter ot Swen ■*. 

The death of- /^^/r/ll. king of f^iglan^ flain in a bat¬ 
tle fought^ith Noimarmy^ called the Conque¬ 

ror^ furni0ied Swen with an opportunity ofqsuttlngJn his claim 
to^e crown of England, as the only remainingowcendant of. 

Canute the Great, He had kindly received the two fon% and 
daughter of Harold, who took refuge with him upon theinfa¬ 
ther s defeat ; and the latter he njarried to the^ninceof 
He accordingly equipped a fleet^f two4rundred fail, and put 
on board a large body of land-forces, under the command of 
hss (bns/£rr 0 /^and Canute. On their arrival in the muB^h of 


"•iilt HUnAer, they v-'crefuddei^ joined by a great body of mal¬ 
contents,>v^o were refolvcd 2t any rate to throw off the un* ^ 

fupportable tyrannical yoke of William. After a fcrics of 
tranfa£tions, which will be recited ftf thj*i?n^//^ hiftory, they 
^ refired, at tho perfuafibn of Oibern, brother to Swen, who 
* nab been corrupted by the gold of Normandy. The king his 
brother to fo incenied at this meanly venal a£lion, that on 
the return of the fleet, he immediately ordered Osbern into 


perpetual banifhment • 

A FEW years before Swenh deaths the Fefndah again re¬ 
volted, from their diflike to the Ch«iftian religion, which they 
%hitd been (breed to emb^ce, after the grear defeat they laft 
received from Harold. After overturning and ruining all the Tie Van- 
Chriiiij^ cborcbcs among them, fetting op their pagan idols, rials over- 
an^^tting to death a olftop and feveral Chriftian prelates, r«« I lol-' 
tb^ enWed *ri^ein with fire and iV/ord, and made the coun fi-in. 
try an entire delait5'*%^ey moreover pillaged the city of SUf- 
^le^^levelled, the churches with the ground, and in'derifion 
the crucifixes which mtflaken piety bad ere£led’ in dif¬ 
ferent quarters of the town. But the greateft infult upon 
Swen was, the manner in which they treated his fifter Sjrith^ 
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wtiem they ftiipiifd iafce<l< andm tteto^irtnwieiBt to Dm- 
piark. With fach telerity did txttatitM .littfe barbari* 
ties, that they had over run the proMhKtjff^flSi^^anci and Hoi- 
Jl*int before fto^nhad intelligence iMT the irtii|»^Qn, He ini- 
med lately raifed an, army to* revenge ^e& ll^r^iea, but foon 
dropped his rel<9tution, and wafted his tiqne in unlVafonable 
a^s of devotion at Rofchild, Superftklcm |^ad now weakened 
all hit faculties } prielts became feie>p|iv^ounfigl) tt W | -- a nd all 
.the duties of a kinsi and of a man wq^a^rbed^n a narrow 
zeal and criminal t)i|;otr)r to thb pageantry of religion. Hjs 
fubje£ls were opprefted with taxes to fuppbrt the luxu/ji^and 
^ 'pomp of the clergy, to purchafe plate, aip other church or- 
naments, and to endow religious foundy^.il. Hence it is 
that the clerey^jlorieAhave ^tolled the cj,>lraiaer of this prifice, 
Kbaraaer. moiV munihf^nt, pious, »r:d merciftil prince that 

ever filled the throne of DtnmarJk ; notwit^anding his 
incontinei/c^ was fo great, that of fifteen Tons he left be¬ 
hind him/ not one was legitimate ; and he had polluted the 
houfe of God by the cruel murther of fevera! of his nobility : 
an ofieacc whk:h he fufficiently expiated by his munificence 
and gcnerofity to thofe who aUumed the power of ^rant^g 
abfolution for the moft heinous crimes 

This prince died of an acute fever in JutiaHd, whfte^ts 
Ton Canuto was quelling a rebellion , which appeared ‘in 
fbonia, that province m which the Dann preferved 

from the time that Ht^diknuU conquered, it.. *Whcn ^wm 
perceived that his ilifToJarion was approaching* be aftembled 
VU five all the npbility ^bouf him, and obliged them to promile that 
fnsfuttad they would chufe his eldeft foi) for their king, and after 
him in r^rthe next furviving brother} in confcquence of which obliga- 
tion, five of his children fucceiHvely arrived at th£i dignity j 
etjfvtlj. inftance that cannot perhaps be equalled in the hiftory of 
the world. As to the ehara^r of this prince, his unfortunate 
battles with Harold prove him a great'warrior; for 

military talents are not always to be eflimated by the evep^ 
His cxceflive indulgence to the clcVg)' at the expence of his 
peopfi^ who were almoft ruined by his pious doiiat1ojm!4. prove 
him either to be naturally weak, or)tleaft emafculatli^bl^fu- 
nerftition. The number of his illegitimate ch^dc^i dqpTohtl^te 
pirn to have been libidinous; and his flRl^crin|: a number of 
his nobility as they were oftering their devotions in church, ic 
a teftimony of h^ cruelty and impiety, however he 
throw a veil of grimace over the latter j but bi« conducTm 
the Nirwtgian war are fufficient proofs that his natural difpo- 
fttion was brave, liberal, and generous to a degree of weak- 
fipfi. 

« SaxoGsam. PoifTAa. AMsiras. ibid. 
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^JMPLE. * 

WiEOLl>t fon of Sivtn^ was defied in fhe Harold 

^room of bfo iMer» after warm* difputtt about the fucceffitfi. the Stia* 
T^e noble quab^ iof Omutt^ ,a }’Ott'n|er,^on, had raifed a pie, 
ftfong party tfi bit favour t but the promife made to the late 
klng ,.-and length prevailed: upon which Ca• 

nuU wen^^ver'ti^iit^fH, there |.to cariv on the waragainft 
the Vandoby that had*been left unnnilheo by his father. This 
a kind of honourable voluntary banifhment, irito which he 
entered to avoid|exciiing his brother’s jealoufy, or difturbirg 
thetranquility^^the kingdoih.. So prudent and moderate a 
•«cqnduQ in a^th./ prince of known ambition wrought fuch 
an efTefi on ^<trd^.fli^amed the SI^U, Tluit he gave him ' 
the kindefbinvitations toTetu^n, and offered to receive him as 
hb colleague in the thrope ; but Cemuti adhered to his Srft re> 
folution, either forefeeing that a divided autllcAty would be 
gtt^ded with inconvenience, or difdainiiig to (hare (be fu> 
preipe power, with a brother whofe capaci^ defpifech*. ' 

Some writers place an inter-regnum of four years about this 
time I but whether after the death of Stimt or of Harold^ we 
^nnot affirm ; nor do the heft biftorians make any tpeniion 
2 t al^of fuch a chafm in the regal government: for jffarcld 
was ele^ed by the firft diet that afTcmbled after the death of 
hb fathef”p and Canute^ who then refided in Jutland^ was inf* 
mediately recalled on the death of, his b(;other ^ 

iBEFORE Harold nmunted the thronei he inade the largeft 
artomifes to the people of framing new laws, fuch as would re- 
all the grievances confequenc on thofe at that time in 
for», af d of governing them with the moft fcrupulous re* 
gard to juftice, and the public good ; but the firft part of his 
engagement he never fulfilled, exce^ in one inftance. This Jia^ 
was a law by which criminals, where pofitive evidence matte ly 
wanting, (hould be allowed to t^ear themfelves by an oath, Harold, 
bnd, *without paffing thc^rdeal, or trial 1 ^ fire, as was ufual 
in Denmark^ and all the other kingdoms in Europe, The law 
wa^arooeived with univfirfal approbation: after which Harold^ 
had fufficientW eftablifhed his reputation, refigned 
fiimfelftto tp'^^tjft^hifmefpl indolence and floth, negtefled ^ 
to f nforce the laws already made, and fuftered the whole king- * 
doa# to be polluted by thic moft fcandalous cx>rruption, licen- 
UMrofnefo, and venality j in which fituatioh Camie found it at 
the death of his brother, who furvived his elevation but two 

• Saxo Graw. 1. xi. * Svakirc. Ckroo.Dan. p. 73 . 
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years, accor^Iing Grammatieua^Vii ]i^^Jm*%^ —t,- 

letter acquaints us,^ that fomc wmers. havejj^onglil. his reign 
to upwards of iuc years (A). ,*-j' 
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C j! ^ur F. the Pi O US. 

C’anutc * CANUTE w as recalled ^ the ftates on^hc death^of his 
the Pious, hrother, and appointed his. that 

7^/^ this piince accepted ot the^ crown mccnyjVith a*vicv. to ex- 
. * tend-the Chriftian religion, and *hf>t frcij mo*i\cs of amb^ 

fjon. 'I'hc war he had cariicd mi ■ hi 4 hrothcrV 
againfl: the VandaU was for ihcciaiwe oi ; and he now 

renewed it, when ^is pov^'t. c-nahit i punJlh the im¬ 
piety of thofe yjfidcls wit feveritv ‘fvdr 

did he ever relax in this c iil ’;i:d iiccr^v; i. • it, 

by obIiging|fcvcrah'idolatrous natioj lyn g (',:i the » \rt? «,>j 
.Ifivonia sMufeovy^ to receive iht t.uth, of t'-. j'p;! 
Having happily hnifhed this war, hi. ni-jfi -J 
to thcacarl of Eianders^ and then ^ippiicd t-nr.ifeli f >einbii)e 
licentioufnelii, irfimorality, and corruption v. nu h b..,' pt Into 
public oHiccs, and among all dcgicesof men, dining ^he inac' 
tivy reign m{H arold. But fennbie that example would oper^'e 
mort*'powerfully oq the minds of the people than the 
rigid iuw's, he began a rcforniation, by the IhiiElcft obfeA'anVc' 
6f every moral and religious vif^ue, by enforcing ths li^ws aU- 
ready made, and by {hewing his own compliance to them, in, 
the lame manner hcVpqulAd of the meaneft fubjeiSl. The 
c0CiS anfwercd his nioH (anguine ex^^iSlation.* Every mf n 
was ambitious of emulating his fovcreigii; merit and 
were the only recommendations to cuurt*favoui j and^tT/i., 
rendered them unlvcrfally fought after. In a wordfC-nj/rirs 
reign may be called the reign of religion, virtue, at:d true 
worth In Dinntark^ in ^bich temperance, chaftity^ libi raliry, 
juHice, and all the heroic itid foetal virtues were cultivated 
from the king to the pcafant: ai^. allonifliing inllance t» ^ 
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(A) Here frefli chronologi- contr^, wjbq|^r^ndii|[f/-^d 
cal difficulties occur, feme wri- etuditian«-CiMinot •be called in 
ters affirming, that Harold the qoeflion, places Harold ipyo,^ 
Simple began his rejgn in the and ibSt, if we fappofe hfta to 
year 1085, on which year Svoen have reigned hot two years/sssiS*^ 
<died, according to them ; and if we mher fappofe him to 
among thefe is the judicious have reigned fix, between 107I 
PonUuius, Suamugitut on the and loSo-i. 


what 




- - 

what* a a nation dKay be bitni^t^nt. 

the exatnfile aliwM^kb of ar dticerning nvynarch ^ 

After civit undergone a thorough alteratioiiy- 

Ganute next aq^phtd to eoctcfialiica) mancrs, in which 

he made feverel itihf«lAregulations^ 'fhe hri):, was to detach 
the body of the oierj^'inttrely from the civil govcriinietn, and 
confine''Iheir autluffty wholly to the affairs of the chuich ; 
fuch aVirvl^-dling'^tl^tKS livts, manners, and doctrine of the 
inferior clergy ; pre.t'ribiiig; the forms of public worflnp, &c. 
^bf* pow 1 of fne hh’H'pis b.nvcver, vasj^rfatly auiimcnu d', for 
ih€y*^ere j:!. 'd" liry of clukts and princes, and toolc- 

place of the 4 *-*‘'a''ors an* oobdtrv of the !'.ighcft quality. Such 
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ij "c,''u? foi ,*t!ie bu'hop'., Th.it he/'cven inveltcd them 
i! fwdrd,’'v..nd ''Tmittir'* them to ^ to war viuih 


■Jh ii; Cl;.'t moiMichs; an jritiitution which 

ew'^^, th<!t j-: '»ood fenfeof 6ft»ir//rwls not proof 

I'lt’ craf' 01 11 '■ > r 'rou and priefthood ; as fiorhing could ■ 

' ' abfur'l than Uii' authority committed into the fntnds 
t prelates fh'i that was the number ofjsithops \fl X^en- 
*K‘ while the reft of the clergy were wholly cut off 
fi*K . Civil v jotcMons, and deprived of that weight which 
aA »e t^uld give influence to their dodtrine, or declare,them 
otNch^Tiame function with thofe dignified (^elates *. 

But it was not the leuii gltpry of Canute^ that he paid the Canute*/ 
utmoft reif^edf to men of learning, and promoted the ftudy fu 

arte and fcicnces by his own priv^c bepcvulence, as well as7<>^«//r^. 
by.public rewards, and certain literary foundations, which he 
‘ra M^’ycd to the ecclefiaftical government. It is certain, hovir- 
c’V\ thar prince may carry his regard to religion and learn- 
'c a pitch danger-oos to himlelf and oppicllivc of the 
Cnnuti*B bounty to the clergy and learned men bad 
urvl<‘; befides the numberlcfs jnltitutbiii he made in 
V J.'U'ourt he granted them the tythes, which occafiohed an 
univerfal difaffedion, and at len|th t>rought on his ruin. 
*jLargc*fums of money wefc expended in creding churches and 
pious foundations, which were raifed from thelweat of the ia- 
bou(^{ and the oppreffi^^ of the ufefui husbandman and me- 

IK thfs fityltnt>ri,«wrc*the affairs of Dtnmark^ w hen Camtte^ /v;, 
^J ayipg afide civil and ecclefiaftical affairs, refolvet! mue mon 
to etJbark in war, and a[ttempc the recovery of Ehgland. rcitudhfk 
*^&OMtnunicated his intentions firft to his 1>iother wbur/Eng-r 

land. 
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gmdy approve it ffoilr pi$« ffoivi^ aad afterwards to 
tfie fenate, who did not difcoiti^^ fSH jMtd. Upon this 
Cmuttf equipped a fleet, and raifed aft whb all poffible 
expedition. The ear! of Fkmdertt flod a great number o' 
Englijh exiles reQding at tha^ noblemanVoourtj Ttjoleed at the 
orcaTion that was likely to r^ore them to their own country, 
whence they were driven leve^ty andjpaotiality 

lotbtNtrmani, While thp fleet afld«qnm Were waiting at 
ther (om> the appointed rendezvous, until C^nuii fliid nniflied fome pub- 
/pin- lie bufineft, and appointed regents to goveifci t^c kingdon> M 
bisabfence, be difeovered that his brotherhad*^en 
dw. ftcretly endeavouring to deprive him of rite rr^wri : upon 
which he imroediatTlv fet out with a ^^troops for SI(f 
wick, of which*'his brother was goverjjnf; to fecure bis per* 
fon, and’ bring him to public Olaus hadt however, 

fo gained uofon the 'affed^ions of the foldiers, that th^ refufed 
to obey th^kihi^s orders to feize him : upon which Eric, bro* 
ther ‘bmh to (Ments and the king, broke into his apartment, 
and brsnight htOK bound in chains to his majefty. Canute, not 
caring to pollute his hands with a brother’s bl<^, fent him to 
his father-in-law the earl of Fkmdtrs, with diredlions. tint he 

_ fhould^be treated in a manner fuited to his rank, but^ib nar*C 

Tbeurp^ rowly mtched as to prevent his return xo Denmark, the 
mean time, the tools of Okui had fo wrought upon the minds 
the foldiers by their artful infmuations, that iheyMlsbandcd 
themfelves before the king’s return, which obliged him to 
poflpone his txne6\x\otfiXo England, and convoke another dt<;t, < 
oefore he could raife an army *. ^ - 

fbe king T HIS diet he opened with a fpeech, reminding the peO^ 
caUtaMit, of the glory acquired by his anceftors, by the faithi\^ attach* 
ment of their fubgedts} of their conquefls in the difikrent 
parts of Europe, and particularly in England, which country 
they held for two hundred vears in fubiedion, and now loft 
from the indolence and puhllanimity which laid bold of the 
once intrepid Danes, He repreftntc^i to them the ihatoe ot ‘ 
deferting their monarch, who was in full purfuic of glory, 
conqueft, and dominion} and of fo ^'andaloufly abandoning 
a caufe, which required no more than their prcfencc to 
, suite happily. He laid before them the^dvsnt'a|%5^hi^ woum 
iMxxo Denmark, a poor, rocky, cold, and unfern'.e country, 
from the conqueft of an ifland abounding with all the cOl'Ve* ^ 
iitencies and hixuriel of life : in a word, he omitted no ' 

ments that could fecluce or impel (hem to their duty i but in va>n. 
The emtflaries of Olaus were indefatigable, and the minds the 

* Attt. citat. ibid. 
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pcopl*- 



people whdttf mlMr l^eretgtfifrMi the tinrhe 




had graotfii im |cf|ik»^ ihl^trgf. They infifled upcm ihl 
rcvocattoii of d>it Catmu was nhhai^ily ofaHmate 

^ io(e.in arms in ditl^enc quar-*/ v l. 
ters, and he HM ftek fhelter in the ifland of ^ ^ 

where he foon iditer pewed throu|;h the treacncry of a nobler 
man, ip^hofe fr^licy he placed.his gfeateft confidence. He^^. 
died by han^W apet]^e>he i<^ved; and but for a few er¬ 
rors ih condu^, a.id the ambition of his brother 04r«/, 
i>i{puld have gv. happily.* . His valour, juftice, generdfity, 

^nit '^ety, wcr^untverfally acknowledged; but a certain can> 
nefe of teipp^er, ai J tincture of cnt/iufiafiic devotion, betrayed 
him into weakncuss that were the original caufes of his unfor¬ 
tunate end. In a Word, the reader cinnot !wt perceive a 
flriking analpgy between hts .|:hara^er and meuncholy cata- 
ftrophe, and that of our CharUs 1. Both ^ere who, 

but for the peculiar circumilances of the times,* would have 
reigned equally beloved by their fiibje^, and efieemed b}> fo¬ 
reigners i both fell the facrifices of amiable foibles, /langerfius 
inde^ in monarchs, but greatly admired in private life ‘ 


. t ^ 


V O L A V St furnamtd the Hungry^ er Famijhtdy 

^‘hd^UT £’s death was no fooncr ktiovi^n, than the friends oisoi, 
of OUius fet every fpring at wotk to procure his liberty, zr\d/urnamtd 
raife him tu the throne. They doubted not but they ihould the Hun- 
enjoy his chief confidence and favsair, a# they were the in> gry or 
Ariunents of his promotion. Accordingly a fum of money ranaiflted, 
raifed for his ranfom, and his brother Nicholas fent to the 
eai^^^'f Flanders to condud; Olaus to Denmark (A). On his 
arrivat hisrhrother £r/V, who had feisxd him in Slejwick, re¬ 
tired with his family intoSwedent not doubting bpt the younp; 
king would deeply relent an adion which bad occafioned his 
lot^ imprifonment. 

The firft of OArar's ffovermfient was the (hewing his 
gratitude to his brother Iwhelasy Chen confined in FlanderSt 
and fending thither a large fum of money for his redemption. 

He i)ext proceed^ to fe^^ral popular regulations, in order to 


* ,b'aicd.GaAM. 1. xii. Pomtan. 1. v. 

condttft of MVie- offered bimlelf a prifoner in his 
diy •«■/!. find a remarkable in- room, was'^accepted, and vo- 
ftance of brotherly affeflion; luntari-y put on, thC' chains 
(or die earl of FlamUrs refufing which his brother had jull laid 
to Olaus at liberty, Nichelat afide (i). 

(tySoxo Grom. /. xii. Penttm» /. v. /. toe. hSeurf. i. iv. 

fecure 



fio 


Great 


/•cure the affiiAiiHU e(die p^fA^V&.kAev Aata great 
yart of the n^upi^'flreaded hts.t'^WkOHnit^ ^ aficoiuit of their ' 
efycMjfing the cawfe of Canute: interrupted in the 

. niiditof thislaudAble condu^ t^ntjew^jJa miafortune, whifh 

j^iUy In neither forefee nor prevent.. A dreadful famine, in 

■*^*“i“^^*cooli;qiience or^ a bad haWeft, prevailed fo rouch,^that the 
richett people in Denmark D^cre forced to lopply* thjt jp^ant of 
bread with roots, and other vegetable^-, umt^e t hy poor, who 
were unable to procuie even tliefe, pcAlhi^ in the 'v;.vcts and 
, highways. Nor was this all: '.the heat of^th^pieceding fujp^- 
^tper, and the deluges of rain which had fail^' in the 
€Kcafi‘Micd fuch a corruption iii the air, ana alterji^^ion in‘the 
hurivui frame, as\^'?.s attcfKled wi'h the moft'dcplorabie pcljU- 
Icnce that h^/ ever' been known in ^ny northern country. - 
Both thclu terrible calamities, pf £a.rrfBe and pefti|f'nce, feemed 
to conteiij^ which ihould mod; ailiict the miferable Danes* 

. Thciijfamlb *.f fouls w'ere fwept off by each, and public faft- 
ing« and prayers appointed in all the churches, to bcleech 
• G^ato remove fo infupportablc a fcuurgc, which they no«r 
'^looked upon as the jult puniflnnent of their late rebellion 
a^ainff the befl of n.uiMuCus. Sweyn^ blfiiop of Rofdnid^ un- 
cicitock a pilgrimage to the Holy I.and, thereby to app^fe 
the* Jvlmighty, aivl ;\lone for the crimes of the peo^V*. 
length it pleai'ed God to put a Hop to the plague, ana to fend 
•■a plentiful harvcfl, which removed the wants oli,«P»e people4 
but not during the life-time of who, opprefied with 

grief at the miferfej or^he nation, died fuddcniy, andj as 
feme affirm, upon the following tjccafion. It'had long 
Th caufe cuffomary for the nobility to dine with the king on Chrij^as- 
cf the day^ and they were accordingly invited by Olaus* ^^^lenCinner 
death (f was ferved up, the king called for bread ; but was told, there 
Oiaus. was not a bit in the kingdom : a reply that ilruck him with 
fuch horror, that be i^ut up a prayer to God, beseeching him 
to accept of his life as ai* atonement for his crimes, and the 
fins of the nation. His prayer vij^s heard ; for he hiHanlly 
expired, and the fanrinc ceafed. Wc muff how'cvcr ohicrve, 
that this anecdote is I'ot very confiff^t with the account given 
by the beft writers, and even by Giontmatnus himfetf„4^ugh 
he relates this ffory j lor they all alflcrt, thjiv<i*ffrc /Viiine^'as 
. removed by the cnfiiing plentiful autumn. Sor.'c '.vriters al¬ 
ledge, that Oiaus reigned only fevep years} but *a 

contemporary hifftirian, affirms, that he wore the crn, v- (L? 
eight years and nine months 


*» Aputl. Mevrs. 1. iv. Gram. ibid. 
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OLAV S the ftate» thimedtately jjf 

bled to cle£k a and it va* uiianimoufly agreed, that ^/-L. 

a deputation (boald to £r»f, then •an/:xilc in Swedtn^^ 

to invite him to the "throne. Under this excellent princt;, 
who many hero^ and amiable virtues, Den-^ 

mark began td^^itrieve*helr ancieiu charadler and power. In 
the bi^hu.li^ng of Vcign he entered upon a war with the 
y^mdals, iprotedtcd* two notorious pirates, ban|](hed 

/lu^'Vf Schsnm 'l^r their crimes ; and, under their condudlf ■ 
cOuVniittt^ t|ike impudent ai*predations and robberies/6n 
the high fcas, as well as on the cotjls ofvDenmark. ^'tting 
out a fleet, he inveited their capital in ihe ifle xA^Rugett i and, 

'’iter a briflejiege, took it by aflault. "^hen, to deprive thofe 
pirates of this Itrong hold, he ordered the fortifiedtioni to be 
razed, and the town fo thoroughly difmantled; ilftir foisi^gfc^t 
number of years it did not recover its ancient ftrengymand 
fplendor. tie next purfue<\^ the pirates into ail the uiSei^nt 
ports of the Baltic^ and puirifhe^ fcverely thofe who fell intef 
bis bands, in order to terrify others oy’tAdfe examples. AV/Vs 
nature was mild, and prone to mercy ; but he faw the fc^urity 
oi Dm.iiark depended on the extirpation of<hjs neftof thieves. 

After leaving wholly fubdued the Vandah^ as he imagined, he 
returned frhbi'^^^pital}. where he was received with the accla* 
maiions of a joyful people, who had penetration enough foon 
to difeover the true character of tneir*lovercign. His reft- 
de- '^c here was but fhort, when the VandcU made fhifr, not- 
wit 4 landing their late reduition, to enter Denmark^ fpread- 


ing t.HTor^and defolation wherever they went, in revenge for 
the deflruction of their city; but making fo fhort a ffuy as 
rendered it impoflible for Eric to attack and punifli them, 
before they, c|uitted his dominions. ’’Enraged with this in- ft-^err. 
fult, he raifed a body of troops, ai*I, entering their (hafli/ex 

Vil feve»ely chaftifed them, ibat during bis life they never again ‘tbspirates* 
attempted giving the lead moleflation 

On his return he fen,'ll a deputation to Rornr^ fetting forth 
the v^(pes and piety or his brother who perifbed ‘a.! pave from 

Ttitixxyx ti*rei*it:,ft/n^,|)y the hands of an-enraged mob, and xc-tht p'pe 
quelling th^’ his name might be enrolled in the calendar of to tanonhst 
which petition was honourably received and granted Canute. 
^L'.bi.1«holine6, who had too much polic^ and breeding to 
refufe a requed from fo potent a monarch, which at the ume 
time implied a compliment to his own authority. Not long 


“ PON’TAN. 1. V. 


after 



after the pope^ Psjmfll, foian in cmrtntihy of <)irpt«]r« 
ris; his power ampty t<> tf!e Datui f/or a difpotc, con^ 
ccrning fome teinp(Mralities, arifing hf*i^n Erie and‘'the 
biihop of Ermtuty that preiare went in 4erfon to Km«^ and« 
laying the cafe before his holtnefi, ohta^Kd a verdi£f, though 
Eru refufed for tome time th ftand byhhis award j xbut was 
afterwards forced to yield to the clamours of*hisf‘>w«l clcr^v* 
and the thundering menaces’ of the crfnclavi^* It js even »r* 
firmed, that he was forced to go in pefro«^ot/2sm/> « luppfi* 


(.o-^trition: the account, how*e«>er, ot this‘J vci^jbl very'JO- 
related by aU the hiftorians ^, 

After Erics retUr'.‘ from Rgm it was* that a muiiciarj 
boaftin^ to ^fm of ’^is (kill on the harp, ailerted, that his 
power, -sverihe faculties extended fo far, that he could at any 
time^Vp^’i^ hearers of their underftanding, and render 
tluif' /ramie by force of harmony. AV/V, who greatly doubt¬ 
ed th*? 'truth of the mufician’s alTcveration, ordered him to 
. give a fpctTimetf of his (kill, ‘Ind dras himfelt the hrft inftance 

whiv‘' l:C''*lierted ; for his pafltons were jb 
wound up, that in an extafy of madnefs he flew Iikeomanjfcc 
</ round the apartment, and in his tranfport killed fouVoldjj^i 
muffe* of the guard, which the mufleian obferving, imm^iately 
whanged his cadence to a foofliing drain, and fopef aflwaged 
the violent tranfports he had excited. Grieved at what he 
had doue, Eric rewarded fhc muftciaii, and after making at! 
poflible recompence to the relations oPthe deceafed, vow^n 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, in order to do penance^/incl 
expiate thereby the horrid crime he had commiy:ed.o j^oi 
fome time he concealed his intention from the dates ; but al] 
things being ready for his journey, he made public declaration 
of his vow. They unflnimoufly remondrated againd his de- 
fign, which mud inevitabl-/ involve the kingdom in number- 
ErieV pil- Ids calamities. They embraced l^s feet, and bathed thcih 
grimage rawith their tears, befeechiiig chat he would not expofe to daii- 
tbt Holy ger a life upon which depended the felicity of a whole king- 
Lati^. dom; but£r/c was inflexible. He accbrdinelv puifued hisib ur- 

__1 ..I_1- /"•_ _ I_aMLt. 


Land. 


Dies at 
Cyprus. 


time after his arnval. His death fo aiHtdied BuihtldzJ^ 
queen, and faithful companion of his pilgrimage, that (he fur 
vived him but a few hours, and was buried with him in thi 


‘ Mburs. L iv. p. 68. 
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eot feR out, accordinjl^ Grammcticut 
c ycAr iic^afrtr the btth of 
otsd by AmMus, places it lour years 

^ if r. 


bjSrived c| an excellent king, 
dcv'orton. iEir/V was rurnamed 


fdtne tomb. .This 
and SuauiffgittSf III 
aJtl^gh an awid^or 
earnlr { and thus Z)#«Wtfr^ 
through, a falfe and nillaken 
the Goodf ftom an cx&iitve benevc^nce in this dirpofition, 
which rende^ him th« f«jrc friend aad patron of the diflrclTedt 

affabjlity wd| (b great, that he con- 
r%fl; fubjk'wts, raceived their complaints, 
' aad relieved tTO.f^wher fey his authority, or out of his own, 
j.|e purfe : yet lUd he the addref^f blending tfle dignitj 
the iK^ility of a j for he was eqt^Iy 

beloveaDy!lh» lability and commovi^and rcfpe£led by alltha 
'IreisJ^QUMng powers. .We are tojd his^*!oquencc wys 
:Jb^reat, that he was never under the ncc^ty of ei^rtingris 
authority in The fenate: the ’^TTeliftible perdafjpn tn!l| hd^ig 
upon his tongue carried all before it; and if he was ghv 'o^t 
- pofed, it was only that his people might have the ratisfadlii^'l 
of yielding to the fwtetnefs of his oratory. However ahfurd/^is* 
piety, may appear in tbefe m^{;e oalightcned days, kjg•implicit 
faith in the pope*s infallibility ^ Lthe /^ ult of the times : in 
Ower rclbeds he pradlifed the rigid precepts of morality, 
wh^h 8’^ ever infeparable from true religion ; and the laiit, 
a£l of ceign (hewed his (Iridt regard to his vows, though it 
fl^ay be c^demned by fuch as are^^f opinion, that a proper 
. regard to tne public good might have fufficiently abfolvcd him 
fneyn an obligation rafhly entered upon U, 

When J?r/V departed fog the Holy Land*, he left his fon 
regent of the kingdom; but the ffates being made ac- 
quai!^|ed with his death, recalled Nicholas^ paid his ranfom ro 
the esl of Fh^ders^ and placed him upon the throne, out uf 
refpe« to the promife they had made to hi^ father on his 
death-bed. They were urged the more to ibis by the feverity 
of liarold s Tnanners, which they forefavv would render them 
^qhappy, if they raifed him to the throne. Before the arrival 
of Nicholas^ Swen^ relying upon his intereft with the diet of 
JViburgy put in his claim to the crown as the elder brother, 
and was hafteniag thithcl when he W'as feized by a fever, of 
9 /iwdkAtt died.in a few days. Ubbo^ the next in age, wanted 
not a pAifyMobility to efpnufe his caufe ; but he de« 
wn out of fefpc£l to his younger brother, whofe 
modeftly declared, was more adequate to the 
verning; a rare inftance of felt-denial and bro- 
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Thus the fccptrc w^s put iin^t 
who at firft wicld/bd it wui. ^reat 
oft in his chatatlcr, anil dtgcnerati 
his anccftors, Srnd {Vonnij''iis own, he ftTl into the utmoft con- 




bifC 



^jUplaufe 5 
from the virtues *of 


ia ^ 



dah. This prince, aftcj;r the deftrCidtionj^P^^ country in the 
\ laftrci ;ii', lived privatt^j for f.»mc years 
^ Et\\^ ic'tting out for th^idoly Land, fi^^nd 
I his Isereditary domi^ngi),. lie was nephcW“tlfiTi'fw/fli, and 
Iwd frequently bd'qf.ght hun to refto.e his mothei - pov,jjJir; 
bnt hafh^jways ijpet with a haiju rcfufal. 'I'liis irritated *u»»r“ 
^jJjngj^riiKc,i.aifJ dtictniinctfhim to have rccourfe to arms, 
.^tllermg into an alliance with the Nordalbingif a people of 
Sm.' pf' Saxstjy, or properly the Hol/hiners^ he foon fubdued all 

the Danifir tJli^ country lying between the and 6iejwuL Thence he 
f>rovifhcj made fuel, terrible incuifioPp, thcdutchy of Slefwickt that 
laid -MaJIg Nicl'ohn^ who at th/r-vcujj lciided in the capital, was forced to 
l>y the double his guards, and provide for the fecurity qf the c’iy. 
Vandals.. f’or thispurpofe he fent to the fcveral parts of his o^^in^ns 
for troops, and unfortunately conarnitted that truft th* 

,, a nobleman, who held a tiandeftinc correfpondencoi^With Hen- ' 
ry, and ftipulated with him to betray his roya'i mailer. With 
this view he ulcJ ^11 pclTible delay in marching the troov»; 
and, to cover his treachery, was ';ontiniially I'lyiding expr'fles 
to NUkoluiy reprcll-nting the occ.tfion of his di!atorincls.'1h1\j; 
railing fomc new dilTiculiy. At length the infantry i>4i.ed, 
and wiih them A’i./'j/i/c, at Eilve's perfuafro.n/determ ,.,ied to 
give battle to lEnry. The event fell out as the traitor fore- 
faw : //.w/shorfe broke and put in confufion the Danijh in¬ 
fantry ; and now, when it was too late, the pcrhdy of Elive 
was difeovered. Kicholm was defeated, and forced tq retrea*’ 
with precipitation into Denmark ; where he no fooncr arrived 
than he divcltcd the treacherous Elii>e-o( all his employments, 
and conhfeated hlseftate, bclieving^liar, and ks nccclFary con« 
fcqucnce, poverty, to be a more fcvcie pui il'jysjent ^l^ueath 
itfclf'^. *.’•-'*-**' -'v 


Meurs. 1. iv. 




^ ' 

(A) Here woull feem to be period, held the w'^'lTs^f re- 
an inter-regnum olTi;: ye.i!5, as gent; and To indeed we find if 
Eric died in the year 1 joi, and alfcrted by Suaningius, thougf 
'.\'Lis was not placed in ilic this fail is omitted by all thi 
throne until the year 1 ic8. It is other hhloiians. Eid. /. 74. 
probable, that//dro/./, duiliig itiiii . It 



cf l^etitnark* 




g*. 



thf Henrfy g^wr#bold b)ihis^i<J^ory, made 

tnone dreadful >ncurl^„g ihe,Z|ff»/}A terntojfics, and, lay- , 
j . li-coafts, ma^an attempt on Slrfwick ; 

bji^rcpulfcd the laie emute 

kTng, and nephew to perceiving thc.niilery to w Inch //y. If 

this fine duyhy ol was redigtd by tlfc ciuelty of the F.rie, oL 

J^andali^ ret^ftw the ^vernment olu country which inui !>ccit/«/wf the 

danger, many ot the nobility. !>c\<t'i>i- 
rja aitrca^y and inlcr^, he at length ob- 
‘ .gained it, ana>.,.V^iateIy fet oitt torerform thcT5l|ffes of his , 

C^^J^yntent. HiXfirft mt aflire *wL to oft'er prl^fals 

-Jr*i4enry^ whl^ he allured he would williu^^n- 

jl.nouc any other con lillbli than his indemm^'in^ ^ 
of S/^icvV/f fur her lodes, Dcnm M:^'^ 

expenccs *Kc had b.een at in thenar. "rWl'e wrre 
terms which lie was fenfible tKc haughty fpiJit nf Her\^ 
rendered more infoknt and uhtrailable by prolperitv, wuu||d 
► rcjetSl, and there fore provided accordingly, by raifirw a bcoj,^ 
ol troops with th'HTltnfmf^xpediiion and lecrccj;,«,^\V^ tl3£][e 
hemaichcd inrthc middle ^ >t R'> fcht, with all ponfM^/hlcncc, 

'.^re«5ily to a caftle on the whcfW/f«ry 

kwt his head'quarters, and was fortunate enough to fuiround 
uli:! p!aq,r before the Vandal prince received any iniimation'wf* 

In this fituation, //t«ry, perceiving that lefiftancc 
b^ruiilcfs, mounted his ho*fe, and by a Iccrct path , 

, fftme his efcapd^ leaving the caftle to be plundered by the 
foldiers, who did not fail to retaMftftc the many inj -’ries 
lb«’ had received from him*. * 

cfcapeoccafioncd a prolongation of tb^ war; he 
leviv..^ ftiong body of troops, with viliich he had frequent 
Ikirm^es wit'mCanufg, without ever vcntuiing upon a general 
engagement. At length the Dane, tired out w/ih the tediouf- 
nels of a war which kept him in perpetuaUapprehenfion, de¬ 
termined to finifti it by one decilivc ftroke. He augmented 
^tifi army* entered the enqpay’s country, laid it waftc,j^ii-d ^ 
then defeated Hcnry^ who had hazarded a battle. 


pnn'c of 


confequence was, that/i«ry fued for'pcacc in the mofi {\i^- 
plicating and ali^ct ternl» promifing to fubmit to any 
wh,'cvi tffe con'merdf’womd think fit to impofe. His fuhmif- 


wlycvi tffe tonojier 
vmuMfnaSSinri 


impoic. 

Jy accepted by the magnanimous (lunutef 
■ after Virgil, wasfaiisfied with iiumbling 

J4 haufi^foc, and delighted with extent^ng bis clemency 
to the 'i‘u.l^(!fered. He immediately took horle, aitcruled only 
by an cfcort of twenty perfons, and entering Henrys domi- 

' Saxo Gra.m. I. xiii. 

I 2 


nions 



116 ^he Hifiory ^ I>nmal| 

nions with mwc'valour difcretion,fi** *^^ngc» (o 

his caftle to acquaint him fifti his arrivaC * “® pchifl) mef- ' 
fenger entered the caft!</j*Ji^as.i^*'r>)^“ ‘***‘*^,*^1^ *® 
dinner; upon which he ijytiantfy Icized ***^*P?? t aer^ 
all his people tjj> ftand op their defcnc^ being told that 
Canute was come to con'T lude a peace,f ® went o| t to receive 
him. Thefe brave piirj.'cs cn»braced|^^^.^^X' 

' enter ^ peace, and p»“:,id into ih? ftrfd^eV* Ao Vw^'-hich 

/;„• *7 continued inviolable toi* the rcn. V^idfr * ouch 

fnentllUt. was the,,f:eem which /|/«r;'Conce*ved thatonjl^^ 

dcjjth-'fed he appointeih-him the guardi^yf. of his 


Canute 
and Hcii- 


frtendjhi^ 


Canute’/ 


_ by\his>ieans toljbc duke of ISl'i-Memburg. l'h»'s the valour 

<which * a*^ gt^ierofity of Canute not only fecured the dutchy of Slep 
(le'smada •flick cxo^Nix oi Dennia-k\ but tlrengthcned the intcrefl: 

kiu^ oftbd^-f. tha^riLingdom, by attaching to it a.br^ive people, ever be-* 
Vandals. fJ.e aa\t; of hoflility with^ rjr.o and procured to 

himfelf, .nc dignity of a dulyj-’^nU prince of the empire, with- 
out intrigLi£y Ui «iAjaM« '(.ion. Soon after the emperor 
vePicd him with the title of king of the Vandals^ /or which 
purpofe he virited,.the imperial court' 
This prince reigned fome years with the utn.f^ rc|ri't? 
tion, efteemed, beloved,'‘and rerpeded by all gooc^men/'.hut 
his reign was at lencth difturbed by contentions, which a^ o'fe 
between his fonc. Ambition had 6rcd the breaffs of t'/.tt'? 
young men, and had like to ha^^e proved fatal to the dc * ^ hv 
of Slcfwlck i but as thefe tranfadions have no immedia^ re- 
lation with the Hiftory of Denmark^ it will be fufEcient '^‘sldd, 
that the prudence of Canute triumphed over'the heai'ftrong 
ambition of his children, whom he reconciled w'ith a parental 
authority, as well as by the efteem and awe with which his 
charader imprefled their.minds 

In the mean time, the king tf Suueden dying, the Ojht,- 
goths chofe another king in his room ; but the Swedes, be¬ 
lieving that the right of eledion be’ongcd only to thcmfelvcs, 
put to death the OJhogoth king, aifi; chofe Magnus, ^he fon of 
, Denmark, 2<Iicholas king of Denmark. This prince^Hiar 'i^igbtcr 
Sweden, l^lng Poland, was by that means inC^ a*Wi.r 

eind?o~ ^fivCaVratiJlaus, prince of Sclavonia, into whic 1 ^« 
land umte father Nicholas, not as an auxiliary, buL ^ p rincipaj 

in the quarrel. Denmark, Poland, and Sweden^'^^m^ com- 
..c rfvo- againtthe found himfelf under the necefHty 


mans. 
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ofVoakiiJ proporallof peace extr 
^ a)|W^ i VOu]d admit 

^ tWe greater far 
le conauered Wince's 
and was wgik and pffHdious enou 



honour he fad given 
]iUiiB»pu 4 >ne^<Myil th. 

he 

'1^ved his and \ 


vV' 



^Hifiory^ ij^/)cnfnark; * 

ly adlan/ageous to the 
no overtures until he had 
after which he infilled 
his fubmillion in perfon ; 
to hrc^yc the parole of 
f Vratijlaus^ and retaii\ 
of Canute, king of the 
aftervvards thanked 
which* Ijp^jirijJhad 


H7 


ton, 

which muirtjs 
Hons a breach oi 


iVC 


If is ‘vir¬ 
tues raifi 


the fecurit 
emonftran 
ibert)^. N'lc. 
of tlv#intei^ofi 
laTreputatioi 
n indelible '^ain iTOm^ /lOp 
^^then venud his indigr^^tlon againlt the adv^^ of. 
fiLch ur’fj^y and dilhonourablc mc^‘i*s ;*y#t, after ai, h‘is 
P§j^iolh.)^ovo 4 i«;;!aft ruin of the noble-nJinded Ce*’S{te, flis 

enemies inc^afed in propor^on to his virtir, and t 3 ^y were. 

overwhelmed with Ihame'and confufion at^hlS fiiperiority o\himacloud 
charailer: far, however, from‘endeavouring to inltaic his . 

example, they remove this mirrour of^g^om 

that only ferved to reflc«^yilh cjdoubled forctrtTI^^ 

^ jgrace. They found means t^ofinuating into the of the 
*^fed^lpus Nicholas, that ambition iVUS AlTt bafis and ij^ng of 
af! Canute's actions ; that, far from being fatisfied witlr-tKe, 
he wore, and with the dutchies of ^lefwick and Jid- 
h^i^piredat a dill higher dignity ; and that his pepuia- 
was paving an cafy way for Ins alcending the throne of* 

\nmark. As his own children were jp the number of 


ters. 


ac- 


the weak Nicholas the more readily credited thefc 
Jl^dcrs, equally falfe and •infidious, and only now watched 
a lAir opportunity of robbing Denmark of its greated orna> 
m£nt|and fupport. 

iNfihe mem time, Nicholas prepared to celebrate the nup¬ 
tials of his fon with a princefs of Poland ; for which pur|x>fe 
the nobilitjt and vaflals of Denmark appeared with all pof- 
fible magnificence at Ripen, and among the reft Canute, who j con/pi- 
^eclipfed them all in fplendA- and pomp, as much as he did in /, 

merit. This circumftance added fuel to the fire that was 
loon toconfumc him. The king of Denmark was now con- >^^, 
vinced of the tRitl^f al*thore treacherous infinuations that 

in nis ear ; while Canute, guarded only 
“^^g^cef^nd unacquainted with the machinations 
RVnSainft him, gained the eftcem and afFe£tion of all 
^worthy The plot was ready to bre* out againft him, 

when* a ^dden revolt in Pomerania called him to his own 
country, and for a time poftponed his fate. Here he quickly 
fubdued the rebels, and afterwards returned to Denmark to re¬ 
ceive his fovcrcign’s applaufc j but how was he thunderflrucic 

. I 3 »* 


:re 
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, at the cold recl;ption, the ftern afpt<^' of the fifl.v 
/tfj, on his approaching th»^-?lrone, to wW-h he 
luftre. Inftantly he befetJ 

with the caufe of acondu^^/ro different f ooi wh^t he flli^rea 
himfelf with ; kc olVercii^o fubmit his ^£tions to the naoft mi- 

■'•ute (erutinv ; he breathlH nothing bu^ loyalty aril duty, and 
_o'.j I_k J3Iln»* 'fc HC 



ilt Trno a dangerou*? he loon'iOit that lta«<oiT*H' • 

Vnd patronefs of m^i:. On her death -b4MJ^^^'t!Cirt*^W 
.}fy and told ‘.ir^f '’'"’that bis greatefl enemies 
“ w hi)r^*‘;!nure i\\fi duty ought the moO’ r..iiny tobfhS 

iiitei^il. Shv r..l|:<>mn.cnJc<l 'to cflal)!ifh<^arinony and 


«b 

Cb 

n 


n;v:' 

IK- I 


to ii.iiu die love ar.d confidence of his 
i .ulJren, wruth wou'fJ be a certain barrier againft all 
rfiVi'-nii'iks of other enemies. '}*h3^kad, fhe laid, the 




I'.itv at home 


“ all >vved^-‘'‘car'.'height to the allegations of 

iho'i‘"‘Ci-ho v.’cre fu'^joql'ejJ^trt:^ acquainted wnh the private 
“ du'^gi’s of their own tatbor. She was rtovv deparripg o]|^' ' 
aiij would die ctintented in the thoughts, that 

“ tins inielli ,enc^, the goodnefs of the Almighty, ' 

^ “ of Or.K.v’s caufe, and his own integrity, prufl/^iicc,^rK' 
virtue would fii'mount all difficulties, p»pfer\l:’ Dennhi*Tk 
“ from the calamhy of a civil war, and enable him to ' 
“ umph over all* his adverfaries With which words P'Tv 
pious and noble-minded princefs resigned her lull breath. Lla^ 
nute was moved tto lefs with the death of fo generous a J8ri^“,nd 
than with the paiticulars of her dying wt^rds. HA was 
fhocked at the unnatural condutfl of his own childrem and 
Hn e*!f~ greatly perplexed in what manner to execute the wholefome 
w/.j ;v;a--v of his queen. Before he had fettled any-plan of ope« 

ration, his enemies, takiHg advantage of her majeffy’s death, 
prevailed upon the king to have nim folemnly cued before k 
general diet of the (fates, w'hcre he w'as accufed of heinous 
Climes, and particularly of a dcfij^if'upon the crown of D^a- 
; but (uch was the eloquence oi!Gw^re,*nfpir,ceLhj{^ con- 
feious innocence, that even now he 
fully convinced MfAa/rfi of his honour and loya^^J^eA “ 
ls\)T\\ iTTisTANDiNG this viclory, itw'as not'^ 
malice found means to renew the attack with redoiji{^d.vigour,'"' 
after having drawn the young queen into their party, who 
foon wrought a change upon the mind of Nichslas^ and per- 

^ Saxo, 1. xiii. Pofii tan. ibid. Meurs. 1. iv. .^ut, 

pitat. ibid. ^ 
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hii^that he could not exped^^ajnlf, nis (bn> (hould 
to his (»wn, vthWt^dbmu eiiinvcd fuch a fliare 

■ nr f-fc 1 1 • wS. ^ 1 ' 1 I • • 

I anil made him totter ui 
th to her ruggdlions; for 
rnment 'of Canute^ both 
:ir royal *badgcs at fomc 
ing iirft, fcaicd himfclt 
aAt^was (bon followed by 
he remeta- 

J compUmlnts at lib nrl^ni*aitt?e: 

:_ r.Ac u.f.i_j 1_ Vlft-L-.. 



Nicholas going to SU/Mteky the go^ 
kings had dbcaiion toVppear with tj 


, h " <if 




ichalas cn 
the hall 
the op 


^^nngto pay 




conftn 
it^^u # 


t^jjas he recol!e<^ed lin^^il^ h'^caped 
•.V #^“>^100 to apologize forYnp omilfii 


down n;;^ 
omilfion ; but 



c, and the qucefj^.w;^th hty party, willed 


■’•jvyiotis feni'e. In conlvquence the kifg af- 
iembled, wi^^i the utmofl privacy, the leading men oiuhc 

tion, and, after having bckuid them to fetae^ by oath, 

- - o- . ■« \ / (onjpira- 



-.. - . . .. - 

...of the oath^as unufual, in'^utr to render it moroHulcmn \ 
,"v»5*i4.^q^^kcn neither in a kii'etlv.fgy fitting, or h^wding 
pofturc,\but with their faces prolirated on the ground, '^‘ter 
manner of executing their dclign;i,vas committed To' 

^^^(^wttiV*vho pofi'efl'cd the art of dilTimulation in the greatcll 
‘ ‘llul«.'iliom. This perfon invited, according to the annual cuf-« 
all the nwility of tlic kingdom to an entertainment on 
^>^Cht ijlmas-Eve. Canute was not for^f, vid he, deli rows of 
wijliing oft' tho late omiftioA, did not fail to obey (he fum- 
^olf, that he might fliew his rcfpe£l for his fovcrcign. He 
was tjteated by Magnus with the moft extraordinary inftanccs^'/^ ^ 
of efpem. 'Jflie perfidious friend told him, that the gcncro- 
fity of Ins condudl, and fteady adherence to virtue, had blotted 
out all fufpj^cions in the king’s mind, and united the whole 
kingdom in one chorus of applaud, and admiration of his 
♦great qualities. He faid, tftat intending a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, he would requeft it of Canute^ as a proof of his 
friendfliip, that he would charge himfclf with the guardianfhip 
of his c]^drcn,»an^fu Jrtntcndcncy of his affairs during his 


jJ«|ll'/7i^5*Tays, that the young queen, that pre- 
_ king, who could fidcd at this clandeftiue mcct- 

<jiorbe W4^ht to confent to the ing (t). Other hillorians men - 
death of i^ute» but his fon tion the king as if perfonally 
Magnus, won over by the ait there ( 2 ). 
and intreatics of his itepmocher 

( 1 ) Cram. 1. xii. (») MeurJ. Ihjl. Dan. /. iv. 

X 4 abfence. 
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abfence, as there*-was a perfon of wjofeicapa^ anjJ^inr 
' tegrity he entertained notions. 1* In a hri.faid/ 

every thing which could ft£nd confjii^ 
his opinion, that he wastjjf/^ffealy'reconpilcd, b^aufe fli^|'6|>c 
truth, tho’ it vvas for thj; bai'eft and npft perhdiqus purpofes. 
After he had futficicntly t^jiled Cam^/e's^ufpicionsy ^e formed his 
’plan, and hearing that h^ propofed vfij.rtcng a f^CMn t^|E 
try, whither be wqnjd /:arry but 

^liis asjhe rje npr occafi for Vu/ .if ^ 

rit’Tcf, whc'had no '| ‘i..- 

hi^^ w'^j had lent a meliyi^er ,f otr' 

N/ipiracy, 


f^fpieiej 


Canute 
Jlii/i n fa- 
trifice to 
the ambi¬ 
tion 

P 
W 

and the 
{onfpira- 

tors. 



treachery, tjio 
to acquraiiT^il|d( -.. 
fi't out N^ith no more than four at. 

S '.asattackv,d ina;,Wiicwood by A/agnusy fuflj'^j.gj’.d ^ 

^ I bu^ of confpirators, and flain Dcfe'rp ,^''. ft.*; 
fiifpicioitfo^ the treachery of thi^s'^tbiMTiend, anJ^ith fuch cir- 
cumrtihices oi*'d/cp diflimulatiop,-Siid (avage cruelty, as render 
on and fjoa one cy the moll p^-tlK-tic in hiitory, though our plaa 

'•'My of ^ .,j]j rniit us to dwell upon p^ntifulars.^ I'heS' fell the" 

L{tnuti\\i\\c> o<iament ot Demiark^ an-i 
His vii 


tucs, whU'h had raifed 



the prt^.eil hcio of his 

him^/.om a private Ttafruii to a thionc, were no y, the/'Tj^, 
qf,.?^.is death, by the hands of vt icked confpirators, no could 
hot fee, without enw, themfclves cclipfcd in the 
people by fuch fupcrliitive met it‘h 
• 'I'nii news of his deafn foon i-ached Rofclnldy thef 
ftdence of the court, and the kin-^ hiinlelr could not 
fliedding tcais ar the lofs of this great man, tho’ he was pj^'r* 
7W <ivhle to the plot. I'he people were ihconfolable, ihey pouredAout 
iingi/om in ntiprecations againfl the murderers, and nothing prew^itcd 
ti tuKiiitt. iinivcrfal inlurredfion befidcs the condderation, that ij jvv all 
their endeavours would only augment the I^ublic ca^imity, 
without being able to rccai him to life. His frienos iolicited 
the king for lealfe to bury him with the pomp becoming his 
quality and merit, in Rof-hild\ but this he prudently declined, 
from an apprehenfion of the conftlijuenccs that might flowfron? 
fo aH'e^tinga fight as his mangled curpfc being expofed to the 


^ Saxo Gram. 1 . xiii. MeurSU 1 . iv. Rontan. 1 . v. 
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(B) His wife Ingehurga re- mind, 
cciving fomc intelligence of the as the eficfls 
plot, fent a trqfty nieflenger fear, laying, that iT . ^ impol^. 


with the utmqff expedition to 
inform him of in's danger; but 
CaKaUy like a truly generous 


fi'ole Mar^mts 
villain, and 
cdie (1). 


(i) MiuitJ. I. iv. 
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as the immediatei and fre i'uccerj 
Jp all refpefis, 


xyn publicly to 
kv ifSLlifiK^i^yQn 
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'tithi 'hv:^-;^uld little forefee how jijpt and iiilcrutablc 
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himlylf 
inllfm* 
‘nt 


M 


f 
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'f^i^vidence, which, fooner>rJateft i^'vcr faiisvo pu- 
si^i ifreHHv«tw ’r'.'i dnjuft. hgeburga^ the wife of Vanute^ Canute*/ 
was dcliver^id of a foiv abput ei;>ht days after his mifdcr : the dtli- 
infant became dear to the*public, from thr^ J?Svc they bore to vtredofu 
ht? father. Harold znA Eric, inis uncles, ^re apj.bunted his/w/, and 
guar/li!ms7 with the'^raix* fons of l^^^iond.^^'n guardians 

coufinsj to ^dicate mv? cau|j^ of opprcfled''iivi^.i;>tr,^dc- ^ftpointed 
termining^t leaf!, that ho^^ruld fuccced to tfitacrown of^^*** • 

the dukedom of Holjiciu, 5nd the goven^ent of 
Slejwia-{A). They held an aflembly of their frid'.ijs at 
^^E^yiad, where they pathetically lamented the fate of the 
,eQ):ea'i?^,’‘ enumerated his qualities, and, in the manner of 
o\iarc Atdhonj^ expofed his rent ’^nd bloody deaths to thb 
Lulewof the populace, craving their aid^nd aflillance to avenge 
i^s memory, and fupport his infant fon«* All were hred with 
r/C affediing* fight; they tried out for arms, and deiired to be 
ir^^antly led againft the barbarous and perfidious murderer, 
chifing Eric for their general 

'i fME kin^ foon had intelligence of this tranfadlion, and infia-. 
immediately confulted Afcer the primarc, in whofe fidelity and region of 
prudence he greatly confided, what iieps Hiouid be taken in the people 
fo dangerous a conjundture. After many propofals it was de- to revenge 
termined, that Magnus ftiould be concealed, and that xUe the death of 
king fhould immediately proceed to Kingjiad, and there con- Canute, 
voke the people. Hisjbdidi: was publifhed, and when the day 
Eric\oA^ a ^&ch, adapted to infiame the minds of 
** 

WORTH, c. vi. ^ Saxo Gkam. 1. xiii. 

reader has feen that people thought them among 
Canute hSa other fons; but hif- the number of the confpiraiors, 
tory takes no notice of them in and therefore unworthy to fuc- 
thc prefent cafe, probably be- cccd to their father’s crown, 
caufe Eric, Harcldt and the 

the 



^be HiJlory ^ of De^nlifk. 


qucncc appealed the tunn^t^jHjj|ju d^^rmued the 
ccive their fovereign witii^f^ecoming rcfi^ffc. 
mate was conc|o introduce the king, ^/c, feizing the oppor¬ 
tunity, made a fliort fpei);b, which l^n roufed tfcem to their 
/orrner fentiments, and c^nfirmed^th^^in then^foluupnauif^ 
revenge. Onjhc kiag’Sijarrival hciwaf yecd^l^rwijh^ 


xTjurmuan; 
whitiT 
nuf , 

he cvrf^.3'ic 


fip/'l’e. tho^.d inrinudiately be fcuuinvo'jrpcipetua! ^xilc, which 

was all he ccilii^btain in his jjeliaU from the people, who 
thuijght I'.icy ha/ fhcwji grcar lcnity in fparing fo unworiVy a 

trf^, f -f.v-A‘’n'p>Tai(Ce with liis J^yuhoJai leijt Mugnui tiv 
6;A(rj<;//^i^here, by his inflJe"^e', he v/as creaU’d king; an 
inllanol' of paternal an'c’dtion againft which the peoj-4e fhqjiaiij!:^ 
fir,fc- no. V iCi'.tmcnt: but, unhappily, he was perfuuded fexjn after, 
ii>t b)^thole who had been engaged with Maguui in the 
tp^.K racy, to recid him \o as his heir appanr.^ 

ii'ot, ‘, .iil<.d .n (eimcnt in the hiiTg'iom, and obliged ^\tic 
tilhj Lric. immcdialcly to convene the people at Riugjhd. Heie th^f 
let forth the king’s perlidy and bieach of vows, which, th|^y. 
atfinned, reiulend him unwoithy of the crown he w’ore ; ^d 
( btaitu'd a lefoliiiion ot tUe afiernbly, that both he and I^g~ 
i.’is Ihoiild bo prtfecuted as enen”'es to the nation : the a-^cni- 
hly farther inlilted upon Eric's accepting the \rown, wiliich 
c:iit of policy he icfulnl, until he flrould merit it by tiis fer- 
viers, and lome liemd acis of valour. An army, however, 
was iiiltainly i.iifed, w'ith which Eric marched diredfly to y«/- 
iiin i, where KiJrcias at that time w>is, and would immediately * 
have m.idc him prifoner, had not the policy of Traro, bifhop 
of EiftK’y JiicrteJ liis intention. TVis prcLte made life of 
fi!c h fprcioiis atguments in defen<?t( of ^e king’s rondudl, 
winch lie utged arofe Irom necellity, raihcnuh^,a9^lion 
/.it tuts \ he related fo many plaufible 
i. rmined to execute a^ loon as opportunity offered/^'. 
i r>p.t tu(.fity war chtfckrd; and he encamped in th^^ace he 
tlicn was, with a view to receive propofals from Kurnas. His 
iicops v.eic lulFcred to forage, and wander round the country. 


* Ibid. e‘.i.im Pontan. I. v. 
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as\hc had no fufpi»n of FreachcriJ ic#<he ^prelate, who bore 

—.'-‘ '*“eat piety. was the opportunity l>ic Jg 
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Wicholat watil 
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;dy he 




. ^ _ roved it to luch advah-/*’''/^'^. 

tacking Krk ufipiqiM, he touilly dilpcrled his 

army, afte#'having n.ade great llai%hter in bis camp. Erk\ 

rage, at liiis frelh iHiftance of-fiis perliJy, was incon- 

^iju-dble j .and, indeiid^thc dilaf^dlion ot the naiion role 

limy t^ftich i* hclgliCvfaSrfrot to be tatjbhed with K-fs.ihan the 

Jkeff Jha''cre jvn and iWLw^ir .Awtlirr aikmb|y* 

yas held, and'AV/ctnow dwccptol. tlli I’ceptrc whim^he bt/6rc 

"’*'fi,kd ; an aimy w'us a'! expedition, aiulAmblda- 

_... _..jV. 11 ."tilt i\. T- 


to thc-r.nil);'.ii:idoA» lie lud, in no other ^ew than 
<^\/t.»xtet;lion or the empi'e, wlTkii he ihwu(*ht inij-jfit tahly 
*e'V.‘l*^-cied by rei/.ing upon the Dunjh | n^iires, iiorderiiK’’ 
Uhh»i ViiOi'wions. di0411^ the hipT^of a u'virv. 
ignomimous/tied an ari.ny; and rr.au iii!!;*, 
confpirator' encanipcd wnii 'a' Hiuiig body of Jo?j^ behind 
Dauewurk. iJeie, iiislead t.l giving hiffl^battle, 
he enfired upon a tieaty, created AL.vvus a prnSi^. of 

ainiv. Ikicy who fiad 


then diew oti 
a 


tiiT:, l^ypirc, and 

^^^flrfu'ick with a licet to liipport ilie- em|eior, was 
' ,onifiieti at is treachery ; ami,“uphiaiding him with pci* 
and cowardice, told him, that Ala^nui, he doubted not, 

‘*Vbuld return his favours w'lih the lame i’n^r.|itude he had done 
t*'jre of ('unutej a prognr^lic that was Pjf ii vcrjheil by the 
event; for Afogms^ equally deaf to the ditlaies of honourfi, 
and j|Con<e-iciiCc, fell upon the rear of the Inipcrialills, coxntude'of 
thcrjT'.ft, and^ibhged AdolpJ'ui^ who led that par; of the army, Magnus 
to favc 1*13 life by fwimmiiig *. to the m- 

In the ijiean while, Ei k^ having no'hopes of affiftance/^*'*'"* 
from the emperor, returned tc) '^ulfind, and there received 
ambairadors from the kitig*of No/uay^ who demanded the in¬ 
fant fon of Canute in marriage for his daughter. Picafed with 
the hopes of fo powcrul an ally, as this connexion would 
produce-*hc affureij thi^ambalLdors, that he was ready to 
^,r*lcr up^"’ w'im their king, and would with plcafure 

o^iortuni'y of cultivating his friendfhip by the 
' -¥‘‘‘ies; to teftify which, he immediately offered the 


king ftF^oifCc in marriage, and gave pledges for the faith of 
his nephfew. 

Boi H parties now prepart d for war; and Nicholas drew to 
his ilde ail the biQtops of 'jutland^ and feveial of the principal 

> Mlurs, 1. iv. 
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robility of the IcKrigdcKQ^befides ^he coi/pirafors, who 
all ftrongly attached to hii^tcreft. In pVif’s army wsy^^^il 
brother Harold^ with h^ Mwo fQas % ifho could 
cfpoufing his honed cauftt/nou^ they were difpb>AicdMQ^i^ 
elevation in preference ioMarold the cider brctbe'rj the bithop 
of RofJdhi^ AndChnJiurJX z noblemai^of great influence and 
pcrfonal valour, to whomFOc gav>\ thj(^ jlommnndth^fjCrcpl 
intended to oppofe tl^e ,lcing while ' hiiyf ejf wi 

i|jie fleet fhpujtxiltft^k A^gnut. He fdoA camej^p^^K'*' 

. invagoiir^and, after a( briuc adt^n, tqtally oedroyed an 
toac hynect, Afagmts makinj^^hi'v in a boat. But 
gooX* |r»rtiine was countdrU^ailanced i y a victory wjjllch 
king gained ov^r Chr/JJiern'by land, who was maf^^ilbner, 
and Arriwd to Before Eric Vejr/u''.'vl Jjis 

" gcneraiydefeat, he was fo elated wrh, his own "ood fortune, 
that he eiiterctsl 'jut I'/i ilU/cr^y with intention of laoding 





ppmntted tlie loiuiCrs to relax ttienViii Aliignus o- 
confinei^-iit on board by llrdfl^pg round the cou;;d king j an 
prudiMj^.c which the king did not fail of turning tu-b; 
ll^/Wackcd Eric in this fituation, and defeated a gSeat j .u't 
or his army. Nor was this all his lols ; for Harold, 
ther, envious of his dignity, and perceiving the k^Jf^s c^^ 
rbore a better afpedf, delifi ted him, and carrie^l over a drV^ 
reinforcement to the king’s army. Happily however for 
the winter cams; ooV and prevented the king puifuing 
advantage, or even keeping the fiiild , 

Beforf. the next campaign Sweden revoked, and created 
Liccrco, a nobleman of high rank, fovereign. He imme¬ 
diately afl'umed his iiuiependency by a very exft-aordina^; act, 
which wMS no other than debauching t/wVrib, witV'lCo king 
Hijmlas, whom, 'for the more feciirity, he had fent into 
Sweden. Karly in the <bfi»g Kuholas took the field, and 
joined battle with Etic, greatly inferior to him in ftrcngtb, 
and obtained fo complete a victory, that Eric was forced tc 
fly into S(>iwa\', accompanied only,j,by his wife, his natural 
Ion SwcM, and a few attendants. Hrre he vwas a*- firft kind|) 
received, until Nichdas biibcd the A/c/ Je mgi ^ put |jinri 

to death, or deliver him into his hands; 
danger by means of the queen his niece, who 
him notice of wlvit was tranfadting. Upon this HWoflantl) 
W'rote to his ti lends in Langlandy to fend a (hip iff^orway tc 
gairy him ok. The fhip arriving, he artfully contrived tc 


^ Saxo Gram. 1. xiii. Pontan. !. 
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ei^ape from the cafle, Where he vjw> i^nfined under pretence ^ 

,of fccure agaVift the macWwations of Nukclas, by ine- 
the guard. ’ As *thr*.jR'-'?'\Ytew weie determitud to 
their king, he foolL*found himfelf as Ijfe as 
fo llendert.mjfes couidjmake him, \nd wafted into the midil 
of his frier.ds in Lang\inJ. As they coafted along the (horck 
jtl'ut'^und fsveral ofrJ^;jl-ii’s (hips intircly deferted by the i 
who .were r.Slicing inerry on flio.re ; ond to pi event 
adbiir being r^ain fervicc^le, tj^cy bored*through the 
•'■'bottoms, and funk or delayed them, with all pofiibie lihfcKC 
,ci5vn c.vnedition. Th^j,,:fyi,i fpiead that Eric (vas 

eidapcd '• but Magnm .^vas in no coudition toyurfuc In'ji, his 
. fleet b-'Tng wholly dtftfoyeJ *. ■* '* 

.»\v got among his friends, rcfolvcd toP'f»c«f«ABr 
mak»? one more attempt to icvcjige Canute's cjjulc , punifli 
/perfidious iWirjjnwf, and eftablifti hiniilffon ilae throne, to which 
,elected by the people. hang 

TJbh -'hiiorf? ^-'^ -r.Jjad made governor of Z-6'^^ W/ / 
ignotnii^ous /cath he juftly mf rited, as one of ^li^ypTuiVipal 
confpirator'^'^igainft the life of Canute. After this i!v^ji)ace a 
'‘♦dcfeeiit wTth a fmall fleet on Scheneuy wfiich he foon r..jiuced, 
by rtiea^s of the friends he had among the inhabitants,'^. '.:o 
an opportunity of declarine thcmfclvvs liillatislied 
igedh tD^it prefent government. ,Karly in the fpiiiig kiii*» 
entered upon meafures to flop the progiefi. of his. 

\Wal. He raifed an army, equipped ,,a^fleet, aflemblal the 
x-t (hops and his moft warlike vaflals, and'fent a nuniber of 
.febuts abroad'to examine into the fituation, number, and com- 
*dition of Eric's force. It was not long before advice was rc- 
cpiy|d, that £r/f was boldly marching to attack the king, 
th^?h fuppo/ted hut with a handful of men., I'he fcou:-, 
who had probably been corrupted by Erjc, further dcclaicd, 
that he appeared like fomethirig fupernatural, riding upon a 
white horfe that raifed higi into the clouds, and cut the a;i 
• with tncrdiblc velocity. Nicholas perceived, that either feat 
or treachery had occafioncd this phsenomcnon ; but his fol- 
diers judged oiherwife, knd fled witk great precipitation to 
the ft\if^ ifom'\vhich Vcy could hardly be prevailed upon to 
^eturfiTt/n Jhr y/onfufion £m attacked the king, and afterKric^ 
flk'ughter of his troops, intircly dc.'catcd him,/^// tl't 
’^iTain Magnus in the field, who in this laft aft [tUytC. hng. 
the h'feM. j:hufing rather to die honourably than cfcape by an 
ignomiifious flight **. 

» Mevrs. 1 . iv. Gram. I. 13. ^ Aut. citat. ibid. 
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This news reithiniT Norway, ihc y.in%'Magtius was To In- 
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ccnfcd at his wife for th^T»dbrmation (he, had given £V/£ •by 




Denmark. 



Nicholas which he efcaped, that htyfiTit hcrback 
declares king Nicholas, he efcapedj vrCvi^ff/^d 
Harold A//alTenibled a council of nobles, a^id duclij|.ji.’ ^ 
fuccefur. fucceflbr of his Von Afiigfty, not fronr^eny perlbna'T/^ard he 
Ifad for him, but to icndLiiii I'.is vjjteyf^to oppofe ?»is pother 
Uric wifh all poUiblc viiulente ntofiiy. liis^ncxti^* 

was to ro in i^Hoii'to Uhl wick, i*vnr(Ic4 to rccf'ncilxbc i^i^ * 
habitants to hisn, who weic j^icall«nc.;nreJ at llie uiuiJcr *oi| 
Cajf^ule their j^ovei nor. His J^cii 4 \jia>l* done all in t he^ , 
pow'er to tiiduade him froiTV^Vm*! mc.i mc ; but he was obtilp 
natelji^bcnt on V. 'riv^'c h'ad al'Aa*': .u’cn an anr,/tii?^.fc(iival 
held at Slc/ i !-. (•, 'b tbi- ii'i nibiis of v< ki cl ^ i ^ vyy* -« 
vious to their iulnnlbon, u> \t»vv i>'M-n;:e a':ain(t whoever 
(hould injure a»y iiuliviib^.j tltc (oLii-ty. Canute, wlye he 
lived, had been/conlf/.ntly prUiikiit of tins focial clu^- 
bv bis a^.*b 7 lit*/■^ •knitlhci’sV'^nd pcneioiitv, had i» :io^v won 
th^r aflt'cAiotiS. On the king's as lif!^^^t^ie\M;;^all£!y flew to 
arms ; ahd'in the fpacc of a lew miiuitis ihc cify-gates were 
(hut, tbt: walls furroiinded with armed men, < vt:,y thing ini 
comnrotion, and all means of cfeape cut oil from Hvicfs^Ks^ 
yi\i 6 now, when it was too late, perceived his error, J^jijtjdc- 
termined to fupport the conlequencts with the in^V*ditifc|r 
mt hero. His friends advrfr J him to take fanihiary .i: 5 f. 

/rr’s church ; but this he rcful’cd, that he might notpoliW, 
the holy altar with*.his blocd, and by that means aggravc- 
Nicholis Clime of his infatuated people^. Hovvcvci, he endeavouied 
y>»,‘todenit'A^^ fei/.e upon tho citadel; but was flain in ihe tumult that arofe 



in the year 1135*^ f and a!! writers agiee, that he afeended 
the throne in i:cj. When his fiicndb icprefentcd to him 
the danger of li-.s going perlonallv to a city I'o firongly at- 
tachfd to Canute, iic told them, that in »ie!fy had nothing to 
fear from fiioemakeis and tajlois; vip did he la!l by the hands 
of thofe very ciii/cns he aiVecled ao g'efpire,»lea\ this ufe- 
fu! lelt'on to Ids fuccenius, that moociati^ii^ atl'ahiiuy, and 
clemency, arc the lureft guardians of the cp^vw^aiio p^Var 
hatted the molt dangerous enemy in a free con(litu\^ML>i|^ 

‘ Ponta:;. 1 . v. Suan. p. 76. 


(A) With Kuholas ended agreeable to the promife he had 
the rctgn of S-venz fifth fon. on his d;,a:h bed exacted from 
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m as th^‘®bur»ftr| haH '^^ccutecl their dcfijn upon the Eric IV'’. 


Their next ftep was\ to picKlaiir^itr/V king, agreeable to a 

form^ ele^ion in afVJ.^,-ircmbly of the nubility and- 

mons o£. Zealand n iSSd^nht. Kite having as yet no i 


coni' 
ntclli- 





-i/uainteU with the dea^n of AU'das. lie gr^'-'tly ti-’- 

^ jofeed at this event, yet believing that ’.iv.i:''uT®*his tnvn aiitlu)- 
rirp, W\:.. ■. ■.ranquihry, could be fiiflL icntly eltablifhed 

whi’e his l>';other Harold livcd.^anJ clainicJ^ the cnligns of 
Joveij^ignty, he rcfolved to niircn him. IhtrJd^ II.iimIJ 

hand, hearing of tlie k.'*'g 4 dratb. ;i»dnp-.', 
proacF^ »Vas gr*;jirb/ p^iji^^lcxed howto act. ‘'Ilis force vi'as rify 
unequal to his biother’s; and hazarding a baitle/vg\il J there¬ 
fore be expofing him to the moll imminent dange.-• yet he 
Ijad no otiicr alternative than flying into*bani{hm(.nt. Tijs two 
erttf|l fons continued faithful to AV/V, and were now it; hi'* 
camp'^^ Hurcld however perfuading himfelf, that probably 
^ they wv.not dclhiute of f.lial alfeclion, though honour 
.oljyiged them tc remain firm to their engagements, rcfolved to 
.(^i. Jiult them fccrctly in what manner hr fliculd act in lo dan- 
,_^^,'ous a conjundture. A trully friend ha<f access to them, and 
thiy, without helitation, rCvju^ fletl that he w'ould cfcape w ith Jf- 
all expedition to the king of Norway^ a'luring him, that-'-.' 
t[ifkqig a battle would be attcr/lcd with certain ruin, 'rhu.'^*')’- 
tRey/^ccjji!ttcd**thcmrelvc3 like faithful adhcrents'to diV/e, :ir.d 
like dutiful children ic Harold., but the ffjrmcr, having lo.ne 
Intimation gf this fecret corrernondcncc, had tlieni IciVed ; 
and, after a fliort iinprjf 'nmenr, ordered them, at the i.nltiga- 
tion of Chrijiicrr,, ro be drowned in the river Slry^ nito winch 
they were plui'g'. d hca<nong‘‘, 

and 

fupportedr 

* Meurs. 1. Iv. 


f'l • f 

No. 



his nobles; ^ clrcumflance ra- lively with feme uncemmon ir.N- 
thcr glorious to his memory fortunes, which tlit* reader inuft 
than fortunate in the ifllie, as have obferved in the peruLl of 
each reign was afflidled fuecef- the preceding pages. 
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gen. 


Halted rv> king of at a di^f: he d iH dbtt ifland. CIJ 

/uriw wi/!& this tntelligence £r/c rpeecUjy returns d to J^nd^ and^r- 
an arntf, dered ^ve ^ the fix remai^ng fons^c ' Ifyfm to 
and Eric death, without reroorfe ^pity,"'foi their iiiiui>2tke 
iat bis Jix affinity to himfelf. As \ri the young ft ft>n be maidk*^ 

fans put /»liis efcape in a peafant’s A^fs to ' 

diatb. *' jpj thf. mean while the Van^l^m injjouragcd the Jntef^ 
tine diviftons in Denmark^ made a i^udpn irruption 

and laid' wafte with terriUe dcfolation'evei^'p!^ 
through which they pafled. .To ryrefs their inlpifeiiCe^T“'‘ 
gotl|together a fleet of eleven^ndra'cl f^i^*’ embarking in e 
veflel four hofv^men, with tll^pFopei, accoutrements^' befl 
foot; with whinh nfmament he palTed ; yer into their country, 
and (bon reduced it. From thence he w gnt ^ tp Jh f^xl^Ie*ef Ra- 
gen to punilh the inhabitants, who had not only affifter' the 
Vandals^ but rc^ounce^((l'i,...aanity, cxercifed themo^abo!^ 
.minabie aqd propha^y; pagan fuperftition, and, wha^^'^'^ro 
(.npiediately conC^ned the ftate of Depmarkj the moflTdefpe* 
Eric>«^- rcte<.piracy on the high Teas. Havinf Tubdueu tdiem,^e com.- 
«.krjRu> pelled thd whole ifland to bahi(h idolatry, to eftablilh funds 
for thp>^ refidence of a biihop to inftru<Et them in the duties ci 
the^Chriftian religion, and to fwear allegiance to the .crowrlpf 
Denmark, Howe^ier, they did not long continue t^if fub- 
miffion i for Eric was fcarce returned to Denmark ^jt^re (hey 
>reftored their idols, and banifbed the Chrifti^ prelate, 
was preparing to punifti them with more feverity, when pe 
return of Harald^ ab we have mentioned above, diverted 
intention. Hiftory relates, that he foon remqyed this mA 
brother by alTaffination j but we no where find the particular 
circumftances mentioned 

During Eric's refidence in Denmark, foi&e difturpances 
arofe in Norway, that terminated in the ruin of kin^/Mti|^v':fO. 
Harold, who claiified the crown in confequence of his affini¬ 
ty to the late royal family, had fo engaged the hearts of the 
iriflj, among whom he lived ful a great number of years$ 
that they fent him to Norway, attended w*th a confiderabJe 
An infur^ body of troops. An infurre^ton the people immediately 
reaian in appeared in his favour \ and they^fifted, tb^at J^Tgnus ihould 
Norway, receive him as bis colleague. This M refilled, ga*^ battle 

the rebels and auxiliary Iriflt, and defeatediS^cihZtf, who took 
(belter in Denmark, where he was ^kindly receivd^^^r/r. 
The truth was, cevenge and policy, not humani^^o the 
diftrefled, were the motives of Eric’s condu<^.' He confidered 
this as a favourable eccafton of punifhing Magnus for bk 


Harold 

t^ajjina- 

ted. 
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trdfte- 



^ tua aid^ and'n^lde 
{i»>niiimgO^»loon^ he had put an end to the 
the rwolt MngeH now involved him. 
^eihiii^ets ha fet out a fa^ond time^ »ui fo totally 
f that he ap^ehendedn^ other re^Uion for fome 

.... ^^ahich he sspiyie^xhimfcif to the performance of his 
^ Harold \ ihe^'acgniented his land and fea^forces, 
J iF'jP^cr to Norway with a very formidable army, at- 
icri^a i>y*tiarold. , Here *ie tooit. fome fca-port towns j J|ut 
jj^nus declining battle ^;^r|fprned to winter in 
solving torefume his vperation^ early in the^ring*. 

. Next year he return.# with a fuperior fofce, Jknd coming to I 


'i^evkh. all attempts to reinftaiaviT. in/ortunat'e king, he put^*»^ 

V»l* ' iSi his eyes, deprived him of hi?^irility, an<| after thi8^°*''W* 
•.Jfarbarour caftrajy^on, egclofed him tor^irr« in‘almonadery^ 
railing Harold to the throne. , . 

Having finifiied the war in Norway^ he returned to fettle 
*l?fi domeftic oeconomy of Denmark, which had fallen in 
^A^onfufion during the long feries of civil and foreign v.s^s, 
in wliitb the nation was for feveral years.engaged. Whiit 
his mind thus uferully employed, an unfortunate difpute^Rof* 
arofe among tl» bifliops, about the archbifbopric of Lunden, Jhild 
^en vacant. Ffildl, bilhop of Rofchtld, fu^ported by the people) raifes an 
and Rico, bifhop of Slefwick, for whom tlie .king entertained 
a perfonal friendfhip, on account of his attachment during the 
civil war, were the candidates. Efchil raifed an army, and . 
n)>Iiged the king and Rico to retire to yutland. Here they le- 
vido^rces, refdfned to Zealand, gave battle to the haughty^^^*^*^^* 
preh«ii8r*and took him prifoner, keeping him ip clofe confine- 
ment, until he was releafed at an exorbitant ranlbm, and the 
ftrong intercelfion of the moft powerful of the nobility. 

T HIS difpute being for a*' time laid afide, the king refumed 
his attention to r^rcfs the grievances of his fubjeds, in which 
he met with n^iberlefs cj^mculties} for, in eafing the burthen 
of taxes i.|<^/on the commons, he oflfbnded the nobility, and, 
m gran^i^ new. jionouii and privileges to the latter, he only 
rivetted the ulr..'^fcs of the former. This foon raifed a fer¬ 
ment Hi the nation, which could be compofed only by his 
death yliai event that was treacheroufly brought about, while 
he was pubiiiily adminiftring juftice in full court, near Ripen, 
where he was ftabbed by one Plogus, furnamed Black, a no- 

* Saxo IVid. 
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rbXl!^/ 

bbnia of gMit in Erit,M-' 

ter a reign « fcacce four yMrsi rendUngfvrttK bit 
a crown which he obtained % many vinorQU$ eitplmts^^ ' 
niiied by fuch ads of popularity and bftice, Mjg^feod'jiVxlS 
his roemo^ to Ae comn^ns of Di^rk, 4:S2^%ti^cd,fays 
thelurname ot vljm his courage and th« 

angers he had furmounteC^j and ^J^rt/etty from hif;»«aUnr 
and fwiftnefsy accordihg to Mttirjtus and other y^ged by the i 
TThe royal family being almoft exnnd in &oj>tion inrf' 
grd^t difputes arofe in the diet about the fucceffion. 
propofed Sii:Wy the natur^ ( 01 * of>^ • late king; others a«^ 
fupported th^claim of CamUy Ton t&AfagnuSy and grandibn 
to ErU i whilfra ^ir^ party, hcadedw Chrijiurny of whom# 
we have made mention in the late *<$4'il«^vii»c.yvtpoufed^ the 
caufe ot Veldemary the fon of Canute king of tl \5 Vandaa^ 1^ 
his wife hgtbirga. 'Dh;.'* w'clc inany reafonable objutioinf 
ftarted agajnft all th^jee candidates: the Aril was 
fon to a prmd^dino was himfelf th& fruit of an illr'gitimat^ 
embrace : the fccond was a minor," and the fon of^ h prince 
detefted by hre people, on account of the murder of their fa* 
vourite Cenurr, and banifhed the kingdom by a folemn decs: 
of .thbdiec: and laftly, the third was fo young, that dr^-aful 
cbnfequences were apprehended from m long a minority ai 
muft enfue from his ele^ion. However, the in/luence and 
addrefs of Cbrijiitrn furnibunted this laft diffiev^ty, as the peo^ 
pie were greatly dirpofed to favour the offspring of a perfoilj 
they had perfedly doored. He fent privately for Ingeburgay 
and introduced her and her infant^ibn to the people, with a 
pathetic fpeech, reminding them of the noble virtues of his fa* 
then The efFcdl was fudden, and the diet, with one 
proclaimed him king; but IngeburgOy aware of the^ dand^i^o 
which the child mull be expofed by this exaltation, wouio by 
no perfuafions confent to bis eleflion, until a regent 0iould be 
appointed. She farther ittOfted, that the regent fhould adu- 
ally enjoy the badges and authority of majefty during his na¬ 
tural life i that his ambition might be grati^ed, and all caufe 
for confpirlng againft the life of loer fon, I cloved* This 
was a wife precaution fu^efted by maternal tetitl;;'g)j^ that 
probably fecured the crown afterward to Fq^^er^far.^oo fire* 
nuoufly did file maintain this point, that furqamed the 
Lamby from the mildnefi of his difpofition, wascbofen^egenti 
or rather colleagce to Valdemavy and foie kine dmng the 
young prince’s minority. He was the fon of Haeguiay who 


Ibid, etiam Poxtan, k Msvas. loc. citat. 
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daughter,' and related toJErir iht 
Is Ton xiartld (A). 

I gave rife to his elevation; for hta 
i;(treme lovt of peace and tranquility, 
left^l^^ion r^ight tempt him to dtfiu^ 

' ^ y«r>w/wr</ the L A M i 

‘ .“had fcarce afcendedYbe throne, when thediviflins' P^ric Vy* 

aiNbng the cleijgy broli^..!:<it ^frelh with redoubled y\^^\T./urna^td 
;£j(£hil^ biihop o 1 R9fchi.jlL as loon'as death had ^moved Eric, the Lamh, 
yho was the grea^eft ^inlacle tohisafpiringvii'ws, went over king, 
taJS^mn^ .:rdt^ 4 r.»hc ^fent, and even at the perfuaiion of the 

tants, q^umed th^Utle and authority of primate, with* ^ '39* 
Wining, or indeed ('‘-j-.tiiffion of the new king. 

> .’I'v^ple were enamoured of the la|'^ archbifhop; and as Ecthftafli^ 
his relation, they ftrenuoufiy mtift'fed’‘tnat the dijpiats 

nity (houlJ be kept in the family. This induced £r/V, liir'* rtutwa, 
named the Lamb^ to maintain the pretenfions of fiico^ bifhop 
^^^Ufwicky patronized by the late king, *and likewife to curb 
the^mbition and infolence of EfchiL Obferving, howevpr^ 
the omtSnacy with which the whole province of Schonen el^ 
pmifed his t^aufe, and that degrading him would neceflarily 
be attended wit^ a civil war, he dropped the defign rather 
^an difturb the tranquilly of the kingdom. The difpute 
about this archbiChopric of Lunden was tH^ (irft occafion the 
kings of Denmark had to #epent their having invefted their 
turbulent prelates with temporal authority, and elevated them 
to/uqh a pitch of grandeur, as rendered them haughty, info> 
lent, Hfid even dbngerous to their fovereigns. In fome mea- 
furo^ttT’gnffify Rico for his difappointment, J^ric made him 
chancellor of Denmark^ and gave him th^bi&opric of Rof- 
ihild^ vacant \>y the removal of Efchj^ **, 

» Amidst thefe tranfadiofls, Olaus^ the fon of Harold, who 
efcaped the mafla^ in which his brothers perifhed, by order of 
the late king, n^returned to Sweden, and publicly demanded 
^is faihe_r *f^^fife that had been confiicated. This the king 
flmUidTVii^ding^law (Ailed in the reign of Frotho the Greats 

• Saxo, 1. xiv. * Saxo, ibid. Pontak. L v. 

{A)GraiimaiEttftPentantu,znd the alliance arole by the inar« 
tdturfiut, make aife of the word riage of Eri^do fon, and not by 
tvafemgidneus, to exprefs this- any mixture of blood with Eric 
affinity, though improperly, as himfelf Xi 1. 

« (l) Vii, jfitB. atat. ibid. 
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by which the eftfttcsVof all perf^s who Jrid taken up a^ml 
againft their king ahd couotry, ^er4 fomited to 
Olaus rinding that he could not av|iilwiin(df of imn^y* laW|i 
or force, had recourie to plots ai^ lipi^ljjllracwji^/^e eiadf?#^ 
voured one ni^t to afla^inatc theVi^g in itwhM-chaiiiDett 
^lt was prevented by the'^'ards, fr^i whom^dlaped wim 
‘diHiculty, and fled a (cco.id „^^pini:o SuueS^ 
thd*ice into Sthonen^ he levied fortes^ al&med th^?,*ral dignityji 
an/ prepared to invade the whole kingdom. 
ftJkiin 3 «>his quarrel with trie king, raifed forces to o(f{)^re 
hihi, and Y 'rformed the fubje^f, but unfucdi^- 

fully ; for b? :;ig defeated ii^the fleldj^^hc retreated to Lttnfim^ 
and was thcrl* befeged by Olatis, i^efending the city, 

which was iecuted by no walls, with j^'At 
length, from the fcaicity of^provHic^is, forcedffo furrepo^®^^ 
upon honoui<ttle termsC CbiueViicers fay that he wa^fakew^ 
piifoner, ^nd difmilV^, after iweanng allegiance 
which oith he^broke as foon as Eric*s army civme near enougll 
to pru'^c.!^ him. He offered his fervices to this prince, and 
took It upoh him to crufh the rebellion, provided his majefty 
w'ouid furnifh him vPith a fuitable army, which was rea(|’^* 
gi anted. As foon as the prelate found himfelf at thj^ head 
of a foimiJable bpdy of men, he went in fearch of the ene- 
mv, who did not decline battle. Here he was a ,/econd time 
^tanquiflied, and returned*to the king with apaVigies that were 
cafiiy admitted, as h^s misfortunes could not be attributed tty 
want of loyalty. But to unfkilfulnefs in a profellion no way 
appertaining to the chara£kr of b dignified prolate 
OLAUSt elated with his two vidlories, began now to af> 
fume the king in reality. He plundered all the efFe£ts belong 
ing to Etu and EfJnl \ depofed the latter fron^hisjtjcJhM^hop- 
ric, and placed another in his room ; revoked all The decAres 
made in this and the lail reign ; and lafliy, fentjjing his army 
into winter-quarters, marring Lunden the repofitory of their 
arms, he went over to SJtemn wi^h only a few attendants, as 
if the war had be^n wholly ended, and htf^felf in quiet pof- 
feflion of the throne. 'Inis imprudent fecth^ would have 
wrought his deflrii6hon, had not ^rtune intcr]^Si^4, 
fafecy; for E'le receiving intelligence of l^vs t^f^l •egleit of 
military duty, colleded a fm«*ll body and palling 

over in the night, attacked the enemy juft as their camp was 
r^adv to break up, and while every thing was jp tfie utmoft 
confufion and diforder. The confequence was a complete 
vidory, having taking four of Olaus's generals, difperfi^ hia 

* 1. iv. 
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frejA whence he foon returni 
Httrcto£V/V, in which hey as 
].defeatei^ z^limjiorp. Nor did this dedro)!his 
, - _jWaysdifpirit him j.for vve are told, that 

*f^ne campaign he fought no le(s than twelve obiiiofrffi^bat^s 
r'^ith £rif, in all of whichirie .va" jnfwcccfsful. H^ad indeed 
^tLadmirable talent at ac||bmmodatiog himfclf to^cumdanccs, 

^nd retrieving th^>%qi^n of affairs, after fbey nad been given 
'ly all .^cr men ; but he never duck at the 
whetl^r honourlye.or^^ : his whole ^bjc£t was fuc- 
tclTn) .whatever manner it was obtained. Finding thercfoie Olaiis a 
t|v':. *ttempts in Schonen would be vain, be pafledover fud- Jtcondtimt 
> enly in^ Zealandt and was here defeated by Rico, bifhop oi’defeatcd. 

' Rjofchild. Determining however to have his revenue, he g&ve* 
out that he had quitted the ifland, and concealed himfelf with 
^sQfon^arty of defperadoes in a wood adjacent to Rico*^ pa- 
lac^' tjrhis he attacked furioufly in the night; but finding 
.the dodfs too llrong to be forced, he called out for fire to con- 
lume the budding. Rico upon this demanded a parley, which 
being granted, was going to remonlfrate with Olaus, when 
he was treachcroufly (lain by his order, •t^fore he had well 
puled through his own gate. * 

After this •infamous ai^ibn Olaus returned to Schonen be¬ 
fore Rico\ death could be known there ; but Eric took his 
meafures fo well, that he had almoft put an end to the war by 
a fuddr'n at{^ck*on the enemy, in which Olaus narrowly ef^ 
caprtf^lng made prifoner. This was ogly a fhort rclpitc 
from the fate;which impended ; for he was foon after de-/**'*’ 
feated and ilain in a blot^y ^ttle fought juft as he was upon 
^h^oint of quittii^ Schonen 

This dangeroui^ival being removed, Eric applied his at¬ 
tention to coimpdling thefbte of the kingdom, greatly dif- 
irbe d bv fK!J*tedious war. He married the fifter of the hi- , 
rw<» , remu nerSted the nobles with fomc beneficial 
grants of eftateiHfSfteited in the late war, for the zeal 
fidelity with which they had ferved him, and diftinguifhed^^^^^ 

, himfelf by many a^ls of piety, juftice, and jfopularity, until*^^,,^ 
^at length he f^l into an ina^ivity and indolence, that greatly 
*impai^ his reputation. To redeem bis character he fitted 


* SAxqiaRAM. 1. sdv. 
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out a fleet againlblb^^eaiii/>, lAo tdiS^ t^e^ p^e|(|i> 
but a lazy hiynour had now fo 
loitering on .the coaft of Xtalaim vit 
watch, he was furprifed by the en ^ 
jjirifoner. It is fuppofed |hat his fohd^t^ foc4|^oiiii^ 

^d totally emaVcuiated ti^ mind.uwd*rendpn ^g ^ 

H*'t to every confideratiorF^t dA(|g^ic felici^li^vl|^l^ he in- 
duR,ed to an excels of wealcnek^ He now 
aft/r his (hameful flight, without agair^tremptii^Jl wi|^off 
tbf^Mfpjace, or reprefs the infolenceof thofe barbanam NiC^t' 
year he wdl^ized with a feve^, of \|^hich he died, leavingIbe 
reputation oIm prince endued with effellent natural qualities; 
were they nor :orrN!ptcd, and at lafl a^Iicera^fd by a Cbacnetul^ 
indolence, the contequence of too uxoi<^P» adii^fition. 
death-bed he was weak enough to put j»n a monk's habit 
ing upon thatus a fure pan]fcd\'^itK-e manfions of bliff 
in this apnarcl aflembled his nobility round him, deli^npg^ 
.them his kepter. ‘ Yet though he reftgned the badgdf ^f ai]|[. 
fhqrity, he could not bear to ha^e a fucceflor mentioned j 
for when that was propofed by one of the nobility, in order 
to put a flop to the incurflons of the Vandals^ he turned roui|di 
in wrath, and expired with ientiments of refentmenc * CdO* 

‘ HaLM. Chron. Slav. 1. i. c. Ixviii, 

• * ^ 

(A) It deferves notice that not Lamb (t); though it if 
Ilelmoh aflirms tbiS prince’s probable he might have •td* 
furname was S^ac (intimating geived the former appellation 
an autl’oricy fomewhat inferior after the death of Brict and the 
to the badges of majefly) and other before. 

(l) Htlm. Cbron. Slav. 1. i. e. IxviiWt 
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Whertin the Hifiory is brought dovi^ii to the 4^c^9rt 
of Canute yi, the 

SJFBNIV. and C i NUr.E'^Y 

gwen IV, N the death of Erie V. the kingdom ^ divided 
luntCnr among thtee perfons, each enjoying a foverdgn and 

ttute V, equal authprity. Thpfe are the words of Damifi writers, 
though it appears in faff, that Valdmar was ftill in his mino¬ 
rity, and enjoyed no part of the Aipreme authority. The 
^alanders^ at the a ^rcrfoti of |reat influ- 
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the foD of JpahifMf Jnd aob&rdingly elciSted him for their 


i/overe11tbjiht0 Viildmm 
^^ther s||te|i tlira 
wjn^f toM 
by hiffOc^nSM^t certa 
99 ccTsSlilr djmion of th 


ould arrive at the age of maturi^* 
lare the authority with the youi 
it to hiqi, is not claarlv determin 
this, that Valdtmar Ujid 
appropriated to him di^g 
* ns o 
the pi 



hls^ino^m- nor did|he\it all enjoy either the enfigr 
. thoHty <t a monarch. He was educated indeed as th 
y^a^lparent and immediate fuccePbt to the crown,Jpf^noHfe' 

Ahold and liberal appoini;nent5, but* bore no fv^ in the ad* 
'^nuntftration % ii • % f 

• TyE conrequeiiCri^tbls partition of power was an imme- ^<uv;r 
'JKffifll^niS^e'betweeif^^ rivals Swenzn^ CanuU, that again eta 

^pt^ved the nation in av-ij'^jnsr. The latt^ taking advan- ittveten 
tage of Swens abfence in Schoneny where he was levying an Swen W 
.’'iroy, I.iyaded Xealandy reduced it, and drew Efchil^ the arch* Canute, 
oithop, into his*intereft r whence it appears, that this pra^« 
kte was not put to death in the former reign, a$ Tome hifto. 
mns alledge. Endeavouring to join Cqnuu in Zealandy the 
jivimate was taken, and, by order of Sweriy inclofed in a cage, 
ana /^fpended in the fteeple of his own cathedral, expofed to 

• the derifion of the populace, afterwards tmprifoned, and at 
iength difmlfied at the requeft of tl\p pope, who interceded« 
for his fon. 

. .As foon as Swen had completed his lew^, he embarked bis 
army for Zealand^ determin^ to drive the edemy out of the 
itland. Both irmies willingly came to an engagement, fought 
with the utmoft obftinacy, and made terrible flaughter, until 
vi^ory, long hqyering in furpence, at laft embraced the caufe 
of Sjfm, vjkI brought him fuch an advantage, that bis rival 
wa^ compelled to retire to Juilmd. • 

Pope Eugmius this year publiflied an edi£l, ftridlly enjoin- ^ jy 
. ing all Chriftian princes to combine Igainft the infidels, which ,,. g! 
brought about a ^poraiy reconciliation between Swm and 
Canute^ that end^ in a confederacy and jundlion of forces Swen W 
againft the Vf^fdSahy whollill adhered to their pagan idolUjl^. Canute 
S^gug^-iaad ine allies arr^ed on the enemy's coafi, when tney reconciled, 
were joindfi byiA^axoM, and now the fleet was divided into and march 
three fquadronsT^o were to make their feveral attacks. 

Zvxe wu unfortunate) for the inhabitants q^ the ifle of Em- Vandals. 
gtn, in allianoe with the Fandals, deflroyed a great part of hit 
i-flfct by a fudden flilly. Terrified with this lots the Dams re- 




linbarked. 


imbarked, and, grStmut anjr farther attefti^, tte^mo} bcniie | 

, ' upon which the civil difcord wn ^*n revived between the* 
The civil nval princes. Swen, by hid late|d^at,’ was now^ferio^h' 
wora^aiViftrength to his enemy; which siefriency he detained ^ 


art of lyar. 
>nni^?Qdd 
i^Je, and 
.^!^lan9f 

led diTally 


l^reais 0 «riicompenfate by all the precautions ^dg'g^ed 
vie fet about fortifying J^fchiM inme Mton 
*6hnute refolved to impedi-riVHMwrP; as muci 
maintain his fuperiority. Adcosoiftgly be paflec 
atjKcked the city, took the governor, Ivho com’ifl 
’ 0 ^».he^beficgcd, and, after putting out his eyes, andf plundp;-' 
ing tiie 'cfi^ he reimbarked for Jutland^ to Recruit his ariny* 
and prepare\^r giving battle to Swetit. 

In a Ihorrkim^ he retuirned, and Iheetin^liis rival at 
Jler^ a bloody battle was fought, tha^fte'fbiinated tni 
Canute vantage of Swen. Now Canute was ^not only forced to«^a^ 
defeated, don Zealand ^ but before his rftlfKtMrd Jutland^ was defeftcd'l^’ 
two of the chief nobility, whofe weight and valour provcd.of tj^c 
utmoft importance to his antagonift. To this lofs v/as addc 
,the influence of young Faldemart how of age, who, out i 
. hatred to the Ton of his father’s murderer, declared in favoug 

of Swen^ and accepted from him the government of SlefwUi» 
Valdemar that had formerly belonged to his noble father. Young.^d/- 
declaresfer demarh natural vigour, the influence he pofTefTed in confcquence 
Swen. of the people’s am£lion for his parent, and the forces he drew 
. together, enabled Swen to retaliate upon his p'vai, and, in his 
turn, to project the invafion of his dominions Valdemar 
was accordingly,provided with a fleet, and ordered to make ^ 
defeent on Jutland ; the firfl: expedition he had ever under¬ 
taken. His courage and ardour to fignalize himfelf foon in- 
fufed a fpirit of intrepidity in his troops, that made them as 
defirous of battle as their young leader. THl oraortqnjty of¬ 
fered, and Valdemar embraced it with a chearfuln^ thi^og- 
Canute noflicated a happy event. Canute was totally defeated ; his 
again dc^ whole army taken, kilie^, or difperfed, and himfelf obliged 
feated, to fly for ihelter to his ftepfather.^* Suerce king of Sweden^ 

StVBNf being thus freed from all app^lthenfions about his 
rival, refomed the war againfl the«rW<3/i\^o had become 
friike infolent by the late rcpulfe they had git*hi^the Danesm 
and by the civil difcord that rent thte miferable pcqplc^.'**7itn- 
petuofity and fire, mixed virith a certain difl^^Ibn of mind an4 
inconftancy, diftinguiOied the charadler of Swen, l^His ren« 
dered the war iiv general unfuccefsful, though he fucceeded 
in ail his attacks upon the barbarians. As he n^ver followed 

^ Saxo Gram. I. xiv. Msurs. l.iv. ' Pontan. 1. v. 
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ftis ftroke, the^ tllrayB aglin made hen^ and were as infolent 
at the end of ottwit’s hpftie operations as before *. i 

» Dtr^iNG thefe'traOn^ions, Canute, leaving the court of 
Sweden,'went toiS/i7ir^lo folicit adiilance, and from thence 
fbiStfxet»i*1|1^i)oth’|^i)f^ places he met *vi'h fair p «>nii{in, 

the uo^rtunatc ; ^nd at Un^itlwto 
the of BrerYff.^^aJ^^^'neccived him into hisjsr^. 

ted^n^' is prelate, JHaring bteo dopnvfd pf fomc ^rivi> 
le^s he clamed in Denmark, vow d rcvcnttl and 

afli(led*C^»/<r with all his power. He likewife igpt Tully 
^rfons to foftnd the inclinations of the "ynthw «t 'who all 
debated they would ^.ke arms in favour ot t^ir piinrc, the 
womenT K? apoeareo^ with a {froper %cc to p'ottef them, 

were fonjlng their levies. They did rot deceive 
in wiHTtWe hopes ^ for the moment ho airivcd, incredi- 
numberrflocked td'l.i.-fi'andard; and finding him- 

felf interior in the field, took all necefiaiy precautions for 
ftandiiig a fie^e in If'iburg. Canute pitched his camp before Cinute 
the city, laid dote ficle to it, and in time led .ced the gairi a^afn /«- 
ton to great (Ireights for want of provifions. Su'en lefohid udes » 
in this emergency, to rifque every thing, rather than fall ina Jem lark, 
ftie hands of his rival. Accordingly, atiendul by young l^al- ard be-, 
demar, he Tallied out in the night upon, the enerrv’j ca*^ 
when a bnik adion enfued. 1 he befiegf'd fought with (, '» 

defpair of^perjjpns who had all at flake, and the belicgcrs detc»> Wiburg. 
mined not to be difgraced by a handful of men. Both Szuen 
and Valdemar performed miracles of vtilqur; but efpec’ally 
the young prince, who was prefent wherever danger and glory 
called. Fortune feconded their biavc efforts; Canute’s army 
\yas intirely defeated, his camp pillaged, the fiege raifed, and 
himfelf forced to fly with a few attendants into Saxony 
, la thtfihean time, the Vandals had invaded 7/.mw, burn- The Van- 
ing and deilroying the country with all \he fury of incenfed dais de- 
barbarians; but Swen, marching^againfl them, drove iYiemfeated, and 
out of the ifland. after defeating them in a pitched battle.« 

To prevent tlyw future depredations, he granted, with \\ieP^Jfi^ *** 
confent of th^obility* the power of making rtprifils to all/"’'®*^ 
his fubjeiEh-,‘'who had fuflained loflcs b) their dcicents 
*puis3k^ Thefe privaacers at flrft cempofed but a fmali fqua- 
drofi; Duf Ibry'fucccfs fo cncouiAgcd others, that in a fhort 
time they became a formidable armament, undei the condu^ 
of one rithemar. Their power rendersd th m no lefs a 
grievance ^Detwiark than the Vandals themfelvcs; for where- 
ever they met with a fhip fit for their purpofc, they thought 

* Mevrs. 1. iv. ^r^r^St^b^GRAM. 1. xiv. 
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paid dow^hervalM totheownerl C^her abulea bad like- 
wife crept in, which rendered it mmlfeiy for Swtn to cominle^- 
a certain fet of laws to regulate t»ir c^ua. What thefcti 
lere, hiftory does i»ot inform us: Vfrtirpoiily told, that shff 
pfcvcd extremely beneficial and iyut^j 
wli^h it was long before Xxs'vn 

an^iuit fplendor, and trade rt»iov^h» its wonteu. - 

4NUTE in the mean time wasinot idlcOker itijng 
evef'.art to induce the Setxo/u to fupport him,* wwent to 
EsfadkT^kri'i hemetwith'fome encouragement, from^ 
eager defire which he found the people pofleiTed of 
vering their mVal liberty, as thev imfcine^hcyfliouldT^K’ 
reward of the fcrvicls they propoied Ibouldb^ 

be fo happy as to be reinftated in the ftirone. 
was foon raifed ^ but there wanwdLaJibet to tratfTport it iin»;i 
Slefmtk, A few fliips were therefore obtained from that 
dutchy, anS every thing threatened the nation with a nev^ 
ciyil war. Nor was Swen lefs diligent in taldng the pro^r 
mUfures to fupprefs thi8»infurre£lion. He levied troops with 
fuch expedition, and giarched them, with Voldemar at their 
head, with fo much celerity, that Canute was attacked, ai^ 
the rebellion fupprelTed, before it was believed that Swen could 
have intelligence oP the rifing; and thus the unhappy prince 
^as once more driven intp exile. After Swtn ba^T punifhed ' 
with death the ringleaders, impofed a fine upon the reft, and 
fettled the good ordpP of the country, he returned to Den^ • 

mark. ' • - . , 

CANUTE refolved upon one more efiort; and accord¬ 
ingly went to the court of the emperor Frederic Barbarojfa^ 
craving his afTiftance, and promifing, if he fucofeded, to hold 
Denmark as a fief of the empire: an argument which' weighted 
fo powerfully with Barhareja^ that be cited Swen to appear 
before him. Meurfius fays, that he fent a polite compliment, 
defiring that the king of Denmark would Favour him with a 
meeting at Stadtberg^ then called Marhergy In order to renew 
the ancient amity between their predetj^fibrs t a&ring him, at 
the fame time, that only affairs of importance pm^^ted him 
from going more than half way. This jimbafty was exMmC^' 
agreeS)le to Swen, as it flattered hia pride, at^^fed nis felN 
importance. Without helitation be embraced the propofal, 
and fet out on the journey, attended by Valdemmr^ contrary to 
the advice of the lenate and moft prudent perfon^es of the 
pi firm. On his arrival at Stadtberg he was magni^ently re<4 


f M5uaif*<bi4e^KTAN. 1. v. 


ceived^ 



ceived at tbe firft bur, i|i th/ fe<$ond meeting, Fn* 

dark began to accufe niiMf having driven the lawful heir to, 

V *he crown of Denmark om of tlie kingdom, and ufurped bis 
'tiirone. Then the^mpnor propofed, that he (hould hold bis 
thrown upon the fam«. -^urms offered by Canute^ or run tMe 
Kitaafd ^ vengeance^f Het^ him, thA, if he acce^d 
the ^uld beliit erv^j|ggAr to prevail on Canute tmty 

'dovt'll^fiis if ms, and all pretenfions, accept!^ of 

%eaUini/J.%^ in equivaVnt, which he ihoukl hold for hitllife: 
on the Contrary, (hould he prove refractory, he threatc'^d to ^ , 

dhreft him {St^en) immediately oY the f^vc«ignty,*4hV^confer 
it on his rival. Swen perceiving now, when^too late, the^ 


fniire' FnlU' which he 
debated before 




e hid fallen, deHred t[iat tl^e matter might 
tlA aulic council, or a diet of the princes 

«w ^ -t. __•_^__ _J__ 


perer. 


cdS^eHipire, each cf the parties chuHng ap advocate, upon 
'whom he fHould reft caufe. Ybis prrmpfttion Teemed To 
equitable, that Barharejfa^ aOiamed to refufe it|^ dciired he 
would fix upon his advocate. Accordingly Swen chtffe Henry 
Leo^ duke of Saxony and Canute made choice of the arch- 
bifhop of Bremen. The caufe was debated with great warmth, 
and Leo was near carrying the point for his client, when 
Barbarojfa put an end to the argument, by decreeing, that 
they (hould hold an equal (hare of the fovereignty, as col- 
leagues; a determination with which Swln was forced to ap- 
pear fatisfltdA though the iiyuftice of it was flagrant and nor etween 
tprious to all the world. In confequence, he was permitted Swen ani 
to return to Denmark } but had no fooilet arrived at the capi- Canute r/- 
tal, than, aflembling his nqh^cs, he wrote alctter to the empe-yhrr^/ /« a 
ror, by their advice $ in which he upbraided him for his per- ff the 
fidy, and violation of the laws of nations and public faith. 

He told him^^tbat his confent to his unjuft verdifft being ex- ®^Swen 
tprT-d, herwas determined not to abide by a fentdnee fo partial 
and iniquitous; and that as he had not only obtained the-^”^ ^ 
crown by (he election and free choice of his faithful people, 
but likewife held it by^right of conqueft, it was his refo- 
fudon not to p^icipate his authority^ with the man he had 
fo frequentlyj4inqui(h^d; and either to live a king, or die 
in maintairi^ his right and crown ^ 
r-'/rrTER this he entered upon a treaty of marriage with the 
houfe SaJtqrr^in order the more ftrongly to unite families 
iflready linked together by friendihip, neighbourhood, and 
mutuid good ofiices; but this connexim^ uys Grammatieus^ 
was the ba3e of his reputation, and the ruin of the kingdom, 
began to emulate the luxurious and expenfive manners 

• Vid. 4 j|^ c'^'lbid. 
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of the Saxons, Tl?e fimple homelf coarfe drels of Demnarl^ 
«was changed for the more fuperb aAi coftly ornaments of the 
neighbouring country. The minds yf th^nobility were ema(^ 
ci^ated with foppery, their eftace^^,«jed with pomp ai^d 
oll^ntation, and^the public treafunL^x^aufted J>y frWlous 
ih&v and mere gaudy cx^^al gr^d^r. Wim drefs and 
equibaKe, every other articld^^i^TiOgfwas chaflgG for p more, 
cxpeVive method; and the manl) rt(liq;ty,of th»^nceftors 
laid rfidc for a rcBned delicacy, better beconun^\)Vomen 
thanli£ ''•anon refpefled only" for its valour, hardinefs, and 
rough DolJnfi^. Saxony was irf’thofc days to t)enmark whit 
another nation^celebrated for the politencfs of, 
is at prefent to'‘our/own. Y'he low dhndition of the (rea- 
fury intioduced a train of bare-faced corfi^tions. 
preferments were bellowed, for a certain price, ^n the meait 
and unvi'oithy. * Merit was eflimateST by wealth, and court- 
favour bellowed only upon thofe who could adminiHer for a 
time to its prodigality. Religion fell jnto difcfedit, with this 
docline of the pradlice of morality: and it is indeed obfervable, 
that they arc dver infeparable, whatever llrefs (ome cnthufialls 
may lay upon the merits of an implicit faith, in which, ac-> 
cording to them, confills true religion 

In this condition Hood the kingdom on the eve of a war 
with Sweden^ from which the pope*s nuncio did ^^11 in his 
power to divert Sxcen. 'Fhc motives for it were/a grofs af¬ 
front put on the nation by the brutal coiidudl of yobn thd 
fon of Suerco kingt.of’ Sweden. This young prince had vio¬ 
lently earned off the wife of the duke of HaUand, ravilhed 
her III the moH favage manner, and then difmifled her with ail 
polfible marks of ignominy. What the icafons were for fo 
orutal a conduct we are not told; but certain (t is, that 
the whole kingdom of Denmark was fired with the defirc^ 
revenging fo barcface'd an injury; for however cotirupted the 
minds of the nobility might the nation in general was 
not loft to a fenfe of public honour. , 

In the beginning of the winter Swen le^his army into 
Finland, where it was fuppiied with aK neceftarl^ by the vo¬ 
luntary contribution of the inhabitants, who cheanull v o^ 
fered a part of their fubftance to avoid bei^ {^underreo*^ 
the whole, and have their country laid in alK^by the fury 
of the Danijh foldiers. Crofting the gulph he made a delcent 
on the coafts of Swdden ; gnd the inhabitants flyiij|g for (bel¬ 
ter into the mountains, were foon reduced by the pinching 
cold and hunger to hazard a battle, in which they were de- 


» Saxo, I,xi7? 


URS. 1. iv. 


feated; 





ffie B^hry 141 

feated 1 afi^r which thewfubmitted at difcretion. Such way ^ 

. i^he confternation into vjhich his arrival had thrown the * 
f whole kingdoin, tl^ hq would have found it an eafy con- 
tpieft, but that the rvr’tmency of the weather rendered ^ 
impoffible ibr him to k'lp the Add, and th^ badnefs of 
roads, by the| l^ard fri^ C^ prevented his pcnetraj 

4nto' the country to any djttaS^trom the fea^coaft* j7 
ivas fcwcCi returned to Denmark with bis d 
when a«.i inrfurredlion in Schonert required his prefencey^^ot 
chufing cx^rt force where^ gfcntle incafurcs y'‘!]pi^« prove 
equally efficacious, he demanded "i, ceiTation of/tbAilities, and 
*a tfUce'^rt’! he could hear the grievance, us fooii as the 
proper fecurities Wf•■f^affed, the king, attended with a few of 

went o^er to the rebels, and harangued to very dtrtd fy 
’little elFed:,*^or they grew more infolent bV his lenity, at- «« tnjur- 
tnbuting to fear what was really the refult of his indulgence region of 
-and clemency. Prefcntly he faw himfelf lurrounded by armed fbe pta- 
men, and his'^tfe in imminent danger; but finding that T^fantsm 
attempts to efcape would be vain, he again waved his hand, J^enmark. 
as a fignal that he wanted to be heard,, but before he had 
fpoke a fyllable, they began pelting him with floncs; upon 
which Tochot a man of quality in his tram, called out to them 
to forbear; for he himfelf would take it uj()on him to redrefs 
their grieva>'‘^es, and, if the kingfhpuld oppofe it, would be 
th|^ firft man" to lead them on to his deftrui^ion. Perfe£lly 
latisfied with this affiirance, the tumult^cpafed, the mob dif- 
perie2',*'aftd every man returned peaceably fo his own home, 
to the infinite" fatisfa£lion of the king, who was brought into 
very critical circumfiances by thefe headftrong peafants 
As foon as the king was fet free, he fhewed his refentment 
of tl^is impudent attack upon his life, by deftroying the whole 
country, which he burnt to the ground, reducing the unhappy 
natives to the moft extreme mifery. He permitted the fol> 
diers to indulge tbemfelves in evt^ry kind of excefs, and to 
commit the moft Shocking barbarities; a condufl: not to be 
juftified, even b/ the caufe of his refentment. But his ufage , 
of who'fiad been tiie immediate infirument of his fafe- 
♦it—^mits of no apolr^ or palliation: it was the bafeft in- i^*^**^* 
gratitud^, and what amne Efficiently ftigmaiizes his me¬ 
mory to the lateft pofierity. This boneft courtier, moved 
with the diftrefies of the deplorable fuSerer|, and with feeing 
innocence irvolved indifcriminately in the ruin of the guilty, 
ventured to intercede for them; a piece of humanity which 
king conftnied into treachery, for which he ordered him 
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^ to be put to death, as a perfon vho had cohaiired alt tuid 
fomented the rebellion *. .■ I - ^ 

Valdemar 'I'ms hft aftion was fo unpopurr, thl(h all^meil began to 
t/^ftstht ^,e,ve from their affedion, and t\'!^]Kaldtmar bimfelf puB- 
gtoMiie -/•. ^e..r ^—' athcr than jSc 3 wfong. 

Ais mb- 
. ^of’iuch 
Siufeo kin^ diSvkiUn 
CO his daughter to wife, who was liicewife 

filter 0 ^ tneN^ame venter jo Canute. As VaJdemar did not 
teem very in^'nable to the match, as the lady policed no 
dowry in Denmark^ ^Canute willingly made i5vcr W Min Vthlfrd 
of all he ihould acquire, if fortune proved favourable. TJsL 
terms were accepted, and the marriage ccncludedrSy me’kna!^ 
of which thefc ^-wo princes were conne6b:d in the famecaufe, 
•by treaty, affinity, and intereft, the moft powerful of all 


ties 


This affair being coi^cluded, they both returned to Zea* 
land\ and Canute^ leaving Valdemar to make preparation^ 
there, went himfelf to Juiund. Swen^ having intelligence of 
thefe proceedings, tried every meafure to recal to his intereil 
. young Valdemar^ tp whofe courage, prudence, and popula- 

ftranger. For this purpofe he went to him 
mark Vlingfladty and expolKilated with him on .h^'i^breach pf' 

truff, and the perH^ of uniting himfelf with SuertOt tW 
avowed enemy of 'Denmark. He then produced 
anonymous letter wrote to him, <with a view ,of'^iffuadine 
Valdemar from engagements replete with diffimuiation and 
villainy, contrived for bis ruin. ValdemaVs apprehenfion was 
quick, and immediately penetrated into the artifice of the 
king. Upon which he gently upbraided him for'^contri4dng 
fo mean a piece of cunning, vindicated his own condud, 
and lamented the meafur^s which had forced him fcr the 
public. good to relinquiOi his engagemeOits to his majefty, 
concluding with a (hort recapitulation of hi^own fervices aM 
Swen’jr return they met with. Swenn full of refcqtment at the 
fnatbtry. young prince's freedom of fpeech, ordered him to be fur- 
rounded by the foldiers, and carried off piifoner; bhc^^iir ' 
they refufed out of refpeft to Valdemar ; which the 
l^ing returiied in a fury to Refchildt and the prince joined 
his ailbciate inyuiland. 

His relation of this tranfadion to Canute^ had iBch an efl^ 
on the Jutlanders^ that they all called out for arms to revenge 
the indignity} but Valdemar^ whole courage was equalled 


* Mevas. ibid. 
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^ hii pnidei^ tad pitrimfin, endeavoured to afTuage their Vaide. 
^Miions, by i^refeating tAe hor/ors of a civil war, in terms marVa*. 

pathetic, th^ IntUthe condud of their affairs whdiv dtrgtim^ 
^t&>bim. It Was hisV^t^ntion to compromife their difFetf 
ences, ano yirocure a pirtition of the fovAreignty wither//><«•«•«** 
ihpddin^ the blood of ‘'the^ Accordingly he tf 

^sowsL lecond time, each l3et% attended with a numba ' o^kiaidtmu 
ti^Ti;^9~1(hd ./die iiTuehwas, that Denmark fhould be divided 
^between Qanute, and Voldemar ; but we are i^ rjac- 
.^aintini with provinces •dill^ed to each, the 

Jutlanders and \Ufttiickers infills upon bein^f^verned by 
redddhtar K • • ^ 

Public tranquil!^ being eftablilhed upon this footing. Vandals 
ju/en attacked the- VMndeds^ who during the late troubles had 'in’vade 
fiiade a defcevA on Zealand, and penetrated the gates ofDenmarli 
Refcbild, They had alfo invaded Funen, Faljiria,^ Laaland, de~ 
ahd the fmaller iflands, which they entirely reduced, carry-^f^^^^ h 
ing ofF a prodigious booay. There was no fecurity of proi ®'*^*®* 
perty on any of the coafts of Denmark, while thefe freebooters 
roved about the lea at pleafure, and carried terror and de/bla« 
tion wherever they came. Swen checked them for a time, by 
a flight defeat they met with; but finding every part of his 
dominions infulted, he called in Henry Leo, duke of Saxony, to 
‘/t^^afliftancoic.promifing him a fubfidy of fifteen hundred., 
poijilfids of pure gold, if he would co-operate in fupprefling 
ch^barbarians. Henry firft demanded money, which being 
paidVitn Rveat difliculty, he intirely negle^ed his engage¬ 
ments, and applied himfelf wholly to promote pomp, luxury, 
and pleafure at his court, at that time the moft brilliant in 
Europe. The people were fo enraged at Swen, that they 
wifhed.for the opportunity of depofing him. They exclaimed 
that he had diflionoured the nation, by purchafing wiih im> 
menfe &ins of gpld that tranquillity their ancefliors ufed to de¬ 
mand ^ arms ' * 

SkVEN, imagining that the difaffedlion of his fubjefls 
was ..fomented by VaUemar and Canute, negledled the Vandal 
war, in order to have his revenge on them. He could have 
bii(IiM)le dependence upon the force of arms, and therefore 
chofe to liave recourle to diflimulation and treachery, as the 
leaft dangerous method. Intending a vifit to Conrade, his jjg 4^^. ^ 
father-in-law, who refided in Saxom, he yropofed to Val-trap for 
demar to accompany him as far as Stefioick, the government Valde- 
t of which he had obtained. Voldemar, though he knew the mar. 
treachery of his difpofition, yet generoufly accepted the pro- 

* SAxdTGRAM. 1. xiv, ^ Mivas. 1. iv. 
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pofal, believing tl»t no man woulf be ib 4iflioi^iinible at to 
' be guilty of fo flagrant a breach ofijhofiHUlity a|^ faith. On 
their arrival at Siudiy Swen fent to)|^ 0 »rdy^ to tf^e him notito 
/ his purpofe, and dcfiring he woUd^^nce mafures to fe^ure 
perfon of P'aidemar't but honourably f^hadined the 

^ , ..v^nefs, faying, that he hV ratherthimielf, his fon-in 

anlWaughter, Ihould fufFer sJe^utoft ignominious and.excru* 
y*^^* ciamg death, man commit an adHon which ..^;oald <<^er 
them unworthy to live. Valdemar^ efcaping (hrcitgh the in- 
tegrrtjy slS^nrade^ went ii^ '.piately to Camte ir^Jutland $. 
and, hnding^hcrc was no^rcliancc on the pjiomifes of Swen^ 
began to Icvi forces. It vi;as now that Hcfl’ ^^^umed the. 
badges of m.ijchy, and not until he wa| forced to it itf felf. 
defence. Sihriy hearing of their prcpth^'i^iq^is, began to cn-^ 

' ter Upon meafuies to fubdue them by force : pt-:i9Civing, how*' 

ever, that the S.S'ccfions of the people were wholly alienated, 
he retired'firll wirh his wife and fon to Fal/lre, and then to 
Saxer/yy contrary to the advice of all.his fiienf's\ 

^ z CANUTE and Valdtmary who were yet unacquainted 

flight, tranfported their army into Xeatandy 
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where, meeting with no reliflance, they alTumed the fame 
fovereignty they h id done in "Jutlandy and received the alle¬ 
giance of the people. In the fame manner they obtained pofr 
fcflioii of the rtfl; of the kingdom, while Swen |^d an exi^' 
Vith his father-in law in Sa^eny ; after whofe 'death he w^nt 
to the court of duket/vWy, and made him the moft lib^al 
offers, if he w'oi/ld ailifc to tc-eflablifh him in his’jktfht.^ 
Endea- Jn this manner tliree years elajlffd from his fifft abdication ; 
veurstore- Henry, excited cither by his large promifes, or emu- 

tw/er ttp honour of reftoring an unhappy e^ile, gave orders 

^Tsajcons Vandah, who obeyed his authority, to eq'jip a {yodi- 
gious fleet, and invade Denmark ; himfelf determining to 
march at the head of a Saxon army, and body of auxdiaries, 
fent by the aichbifliop of by land. Hathwi^ like- 

wife, in hopes of recovering a paternal eftate which he claimed 
in Denmark^ Joined him in perfon, attended by a confiderable 
body of troops. Swen was to pay Ifim a Aim of money when 
the army ihould advance to Danewark, the ftrong wallj^fed 
acrofs the neck of land that feparate^iS/^/V/6 frottPDenmark 
Proper. Accordingly Ilenty marched through with¬ 

out oAcriiig any injury to the inhabitants. On his arrival at 
Danewaik he fouiid it flrongly garrifbned, and officer de¬ 
termined to difpute his progrefsj but, imagining that money 
would cffe^I what force could not, be oflFered the Dane a 


* Gk.Mrf, ibid. 
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^fSJi^ if Dedln^' * f0 

plac^it on the Odae idoath in tKc year foltowint. a. 0 . 
nice oC a cb*aaer eery oppofite to his father's, * 11 
^ filkd thJ tbrote with great reputation, and * 
efnWbul for unhappy civil wars whicjf 
led fuclf J. numberVf claimaits *. f 

gotHtt a fmall yutlmd., and iinmai> 

m43fcmbkJ.^ict W the ftatcs at l^tb 
fow i|ho)e peo^ tbe\te tranfadion at 
^Icwed tntetn the wound he r^eived in the thigh, 
was ftruggling wljjjhr^illain TlntUf^ wh^*!!'^ def- 
bm the rank of ^obl<\p » the chura^er of an 
Uight of the Wound thh ijhde ^embly cried out 
with* one*'Vo'te for^revenge, and oheh^ nCir lives and for¬ 
tunes to bft^ td.cor|lign puniflnhent £t(;rJ^he moll; perfidi- 
lij^of all n| 2 gn: upon which Faldemar tilinked them for 
attachment, and aflUring them that hd'would take up 
arms, not fo much with a defire to avenge hi^iJlvn private in¬ 
jury, as the public infult, difmiflfed the diet ''.f 

Now Denmark vrtiS again thrown into the utmoft confo* 
iion, before the people had well breathed from <«hc hardfoips r<mY<wer 
of the late civil war. Nothing was to be ke^but the tumult drsiol/ mr* 
of war, or heard but the dm of arms, k'al^mar well knew 
that Swen would not ftop with this abortive attempt upon his 
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i^ciieamat anu tne otner domini(|naof 

jv^i<;h he fuddenly befieged with,hisTleet,Cutting off all 
intercounfe mtiveen the lilands, in hopes of obliging them to 
furiendeaup ^tf/isH»7uir, who, he doubted not, lay concealed 
in fome/f the remote skirts of the illands. The more effec- 
revefft his efcape, he ordered all the boats and vef- 
coafts to be perforated at the bottbm and funk, 
he had all the fens, woods, and caves, diligently 
but without meeting w’x^Valdemar^ who was now 

t d of apoprerf^l ar*my, ready to march and punilh his 
Siven had even the prefumption to order prociama- 
madc, that Cemute and f^aldtmar^ in dchancc to all 
b^rtohts of hofpitality, had laid a fnanre for his life i but this 
palpable gnd notorious fcKity ferved only to render him more 
odious to the* people, already too well acquainted wi'u ms 
charaAer ^ 

t^iNOiNG that Voldemar had efcaped toftitland^ he made a 
defeent on thft coaft, but found it fo well defended that be was 
* forced to retreat. Next year he was invaded in his turn 

* Mbvrs« 1. iv. ^ PoKTAM. 1. V. < 8 axo Gram. 
i. xiv. 
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Sweni/r- firft his fleet was (defeated, afterwa^ tak< , 
feated undtha two armies coming to general defeated 

/aia. and flairi in the purfuit, ^}deav&urin||^to ^nce>il hi^fel^* 
ymidfl the ruifhes which borjj^red ai^la](|> n^zx^ranthead^ the i 
hlacc where thif victory was obtainicu. 

was Thitleff^ who coultt'jo«<|;rcape tha> loldiera^nj^edr^/yX^^'l. 
wl^ executed upon thc^pot^fV|mniflifvie;7»'ddj^ '^^fl|:ru^ 
villainy of his attempk' bafely to mur^i^rtwc prme^^r 
lin^ merit. 

month 

dtmar came to tbj foH'^puljeflion of the cro*vi| 
after the kingdtVii jl<^d been continually^ 4 nvolvtfd‘ In cii 4 i wars 
for up,yards of j5<iVi years. It would be^nnpeefiaiy to fu-m Ujf 
' the charadlcr of ri’tcv« after what has been r'elVijd. Sulfincn*'^ 

it is, that he v)'as poflcfl'cd of talents which might have . 

tuated lellcity'h^;P himfelf, had he known how to apply thclm. 
A fickle difpofi..ion, a falfe heart, and a head bent on con-, 
"trivances and fccret plots, in which he employed the moft. in-” 
famous tools, chaiadlerize him from every other prince who 
had fat on the ,>pirone of Denmark^ and tranfmit his memory 
to poftcrity wkh fuch indelible Aains of dilhonour as time 
can never efface (A). 


u.^;pjided all t' e plot^oi^^-vihinations of Sw^^. ifTtbc 
of (j£tober\i:jci\\c^\€ix 1157, by means'of la^cb 


*' f y A L J> E M A R -1.* 

Valde- yAZDEI^^AR^iAait afeending the throne of all Denmfd^, 
mar I. began his reign with feveral acls^of clemency to ds^Fnemies, 
82<f Hh^. and among them Magnus^ natural fon to the late king Ericf 
one of the ftrongeft adherents of Swen, Thofe ordy he pu- 
nifhed who committed adlions worthy of death^i 8ad they 
Valdemar friends. He blamed no man for acting acc^^ding to 

-..L.. pi’inciple and inclination, provided he fought liUC'^‘^ herous 

F^OniS €4fi m • • I t ^ a * A 

rnmneflt enemy; it was vice, without regard to party,*that the 
fcourge of his difpleafurb *. < ^ H 

He next turned his attention to the Barbarians.’ ^ho 

never ceafed, from the firft rife of the civil war, to 

^ ■'iV*'' •' 

* Saxo Gram. 1 . XV. Pontan. 1 . vi. ' * '' 

« ^ 

. (A) Mturjim relates, that his been careful to avoid it in bap- 
name was held in fuch detefta- tizing their children (1). By 
tion, that the di<*t came to a his wife AdtUnida, daughter of 
refoludon never to elea a king Conrad^ he left'a fon, an only 
of his name, and all future child, whole name we are not • 
kings have, for that reafon, told (a). 


(0 Mturf, l, V. p,^j, (a) ^ 0 , Hid, 
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'■ * ; cf^L^nua\ He prepared a fleet to 
: but t^e exQ^dition was laid aflde by the 
,Vd oivaccowt oCthe fcarcityof proviflons. 
reist\ih^ difputes arofe among^ 
of Rojehi/^^ow vaci^t by the death' 
w fallbly :i:ania Jper. Thefe feud% 
[oa»W5e bu. I'lbrSjVho delpifmg the kinVg 

procurator. The 
aldemar citv» at fl^ head of a body of 

have'^fetn^^y’p 
y nf^jV^de their fubmiflioir^ anc 
1es..l«.an|^l*fQm of money. 
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their temevis^^ had 
^rily muli^ed them- 

_ - -^ -- ordered four of 

the prmcipa^dergy>\thc moft cclebrat^ Bf learning an^ 
iHety; to b/choicn candidates, among whotd^was bis 

\y/|jiend andAhool-fellow. One of thefe^was toM ele£led 
Ey^allot; and upon a ferutiny it appeared, n |he great fatis* 
fadion of Faldemar, that Abfakn was raifed'^ univerfal_af- 
(pnt to this high* dignity.* ^ Ijf 

Having thus, by his prudence, terminated ^eccclenaflicaf^'^^ Van 
difputes which had often, particularly in*th‘e ^rmer reign, '«■ 
been carried to an open rupture, he refumed ^is intention of 
punifliing the Vandals. Juft as he was prepying to invade^'*^^ 
them, they anticipated him, by making a dofeent on the fmal-^'^”'** 
in^ds, from whence they were quickl 
Aiier this they fpread themfelves ovftr the coa^ “ 
anfl over-run the ifland Faljler^ beforc^a proj 
troopST'cAild be got together to oppojTe fhom.' At length a 
fleet of nght fhips was fent dut under the condudl; of A^alm^ 
bifhop ovRofehUd ; or, according to Grammaticus^ under the 
king in Aerfony^who reconnoitred the enemy in the harbour of 
' ’ f Sr^found their armament greatly fuperioii to his own, 

z 4 f^g of two hundred and fixty ftout ftiips. This 
^dm dafer flghting until a reinforcement arrived, before 
le his fleet was dijperfed hyi a ftorm. The fame mif- 
[appened lt> the fecond fleet he equipped, Valdemar 
)wly efcaping the fury of the waves. Towards the 
le year, however^ he came to a battle with the enemy, 

__ Totally defeated them, being greatly affifted by Per^ove^ 
fon to NicoUs, prince flf the Vandals^ who embracing Chrif- 
Cianity, fought refuge with Valdemar^ and was by him made 
governor of the fmall ifles This vidiory was obtained ofFVandals 
Rugen^ which ifland the king plundered anfl deftroyed (B). defeated. 

Re- 

^ Mauas. 1 . v. 

(B) This ifland is fituated in merania, and at prefent docs 
the j?A/riV, on the coafl oi Po- not exceed nine leagues in 

L 5 length. 
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A. D. Returning hoin^aden jWith 

li6i.< H^et and renew the war, he was followed by^vatiiui of the, 
bafladors, who fupplicatH pea^ wit| ^uci^u^^ur, 


king, laying afide ln& \ u^^fenti ^ ^ 
Their unbridled, infolence^however,^ 'drci; 


Vi." 





riiat vengeance next ycf^' ftQm which^their 
uved them at this tin^. ;i 

tion of arms was graotLed by^a'dtmir>y’Q‘ Qi’amm^t 
that the Vandali fcnt '/ack Dombo^ iluir former 
to coi^Qli^,e the trcajy, a!^c^a'’4*hoftages'fpr 

fuchas 

dflotu 

the luvO'. article of 'A'is inftru£lion$ was to demdhd Hdtlages'''/ tA 
which Abjalcn r^Aied, that the Dants were accuft^rt^ 
to grant fuch/i^ 'ms to their inferiors whom they had 
^uifoed. HcM^iin acquainted the king with the purport of 
the embafly, wi^ii ^which he was fo o0ended, riiat he ordered 
Dtmbera to quii* his dominions, without giving him any an- 
• fwer, / ’ " 

Immediately he prepared for war ; but his fleet was (b 
fi6a. Wind bou/d, that, fearing the conrequebcesof along 

delay, he enJeavoured to prevail on Hinry of Saxony^ to 
cdiaitire tt!e Vandals* Induced by a large ful^y, arid tl^ 
'hopes oO«.pending hi^ dominions, iiinrryacd^ted the pp- 
ppral,«,; 9 ,iu a{^^ed tq attack the enemy ^ land, while t)jB 
^ht king kinglbould duirefs^them by Tea. In confequcnpejthp^J^ESb/r 
f/^/^Van-l/>^cre reduced to great ^tremitie^, having loft a battle which 
Sals^iv. they hazarded with Hat Saxons^ and their king, who jvas flain 
fighting with great intrepidity, amidft fieaps of his flaVhtered 
enemies, and difllainlng to turn his hack, thoughjte Vas de- 
ferted by allbia army ^fides a few faithful guarda^^lX head 
was fixed on a pole by the Saxon foidiers, carried triump^ 'jily 
to their duke, and fent by him to the king juft at the tit 
y when he was at flipper with Perifiave^ ^ic fon of the yKeafd 
bu jou. 'j'jjprince, after he had paid the tribute due to naLfi 

fhed tears over the head of his parent, faid with mojl;^n^i 
Aoical hardnefs, *'* that he thanked God for thus puniming 
impiety,’* difclaimed the brave Mr/ 0 /A for his fatbe^'and dif 

length, thongh it is confidently arm of the fta. It formerly hac 
aflerted. that itsa dimenflons the llrong town of Armta foi 
were formerly larger, being its capital, ruineh in the yeai 
joined with the little ifland m 1168 by VaUemart as we lhal 
now feparated by an fee (i). 

( 1 ) VU, Bwdrobd Vtc* 

|inguiibct 



. ducidr mtny. of 


ifbariai by hikwalit of filial aifeje- 


I5» 



>e^edto<bis o^ffronglv and yifely implanted in the hq* 

^ flipVt-ftay he feeped diipleafed at this overr 

wd, weB|^tly»rebuk^ ^ young prince for hi$ 
fi!o« 9 he^#>i^f*naturaI ai$ ordered the 

s3m>‘ i^i^ith t»e honours d^ to the valour of the 
•»** 

<he<l^ j\qf ti reir king, Vandals 
fleet* wnihb they llirroundcd in 
V had||^en Iriven by a ilomi. 

fougbfto great^ilbokMtaJe, their large (hips 
IK ^^jweJ^ufVels i but, anunalipo^^^^verence of their 
Icin^^Du^KtgtAiaged by his example, only rcpulfed /, 

iflemyi' but obtainefl a complete vi£toJ. This, jjftth' 
¥l| 3 ^er de%«« they fuftained, compelled^em terTue for<A^ 
jpcS- in the fame abje£t manner they had before; tof'^^* 
whi^ the king acceded upon the terms he th JJht fit to im- • ■ 
^qfe, in order that his prefence in jPsnmat^vught appeafe 
ibme tumults occpfioned by Efchily archbifli09l^£»;r</rn. • 
During the contefi between AUxander^^jUn^^or^ about 
the papal dignity, the biihop of ^f^/V^dyin^L oneOrrswas 
fubftituted by Vihor^ wiih Voldemar's approbati^, in^is room. 

!^is promotion was difagreeable to the archhilhope^^rV, whp 
^■4|ufed the caufe of Alexander^ and declared the ele^pn void, 
prohibiting from the ufe of fire and Water, afee^ 

excpnamunicated him. What increafed t^e pre\gK's c/- kM 

the lofs cf 9 l.arge fum of money fent tt^himirom/w«rr,^f * ^ 
which he anagined had been fCized by tfie king's order,at thc^|^ king, 
infligation/of Occo. This made him fend a haughty meflage *' 
to Abfalo'H^ defiring him to acquaint Voldemar^ either^to re¬ 
turn theiilTlifijr^ or prepare for war. Abfaton was (hocked 


J began to opprehend the effe(^ of the royal ven> 
| 3 |nc^(md fought an appqrtuiiity of appeafing it, without 
Simmfibing his own dignjty. With this view he withdrew to 
a remote |iart of the country, from whence he propofed to ac- 
rommodate the breach : but Voldemar colleding a body of 
loops, laid fiege to Ltthra^ q Orongiy fortified city which £/• 
:hil had built ig the midft pf a morafs. The fiege was tc- 
lious, but at length the city was forced to furrender for wapt 
>f provifions, but chiefly by a ftratagem which Valdemr con- 


* Saxo, 1. xv. Miuas. 1. v. Pontam. 


trived. 
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Efchil’j 

fubit'ilJt'iv 


trived. G^rAflr//,tl\/govcmor,ha<?i5liS9ww*f»*ft*‘5 *liMl 
and promifed to furrenderVie place wi^injpvatiwi of the^. 
tjcbtl did not come to ii 
he put the archbifhop^- 
mediately acquainted Ejh'il of what 
late’s anfwcr was to di^nd the towp to 
he valued it far ^bosf i\iQ 
hoftilities rccommen^'-V^p^^^gcd**a 
which he makes EjC.Srn^'^ mer fentimr^' 

Kieat concern 

up the city his life run^nny 

more flrongly |(>';‘‘t^'2^his letter which hi*iimar 

have interce^ he ordered a gibbet to/t)H$ea^j^^'^^ 
the in wttch he threatened to hang un the hoft^e i 

the keys were <^;t fent to him within an hour 'T and !«? 1*^ 
vci'ior hndinf peremptory, and his mailer’s orders^ex 
prel'r, ccmp'ii^^' Here he left a garrifon, and palled over t 
'c chncn^ ledu^'J^^ all the ftrong hdlds withm the diocefe « 

Tilt king’s,,.-pid progrefe obliged the proud Efchil to as 
peace in t|[ c rnj^ll fubmiflive terms j but upon this mortifyin 
conditioiij^^ that the archbilhop fhould reftore to his majefl 
all the t/jnation# of former kings to the fee of Lundej. 
thus thcrcimate foolin^iy incurred the difploafui’e of a prit(n 
who aKy^ry^'-xpreffed a high regard for thp clergy; lelTetie 
his c^Iydigr^y ; Ipft the bafis of his power, his ftrong-hpWi 
and involved his diocoTc in calarpities, which, *dirri|fg his lift 

•_ * I*!! ll*! ft « 


it never recovered, and for which he was blamed ^ 
f^^^grecs of men. Still, however, the prelate continu^ hii 
.aue- chijuat’Cms againft pope Vi^.ior ; nor could he bejj py n 
.luachment ?o Alexander though he had like tain 


•y all de 
his ma 
froi 
involv 


I 



though 

the r-ition in frefh cemmotions, and fubjecl hi^llw 
the difgrace of being kept a piifoncr at the couft of tfi 
peror, who had laid a fch'^mc for that purpofe. 

VALDEMAR^ having by his \<gour and 
cfcaped all the fnares placed for hii^ determined md! 
ly to fortify his dominions on the German ilde, and 
ilone ballions at Danewark, which before confilled intirely i 
w'ood. While he -was thus employed an ambally dbme froi 
Norway^ offering him that crown, provided he would driv 
out Erlingt who had invaded the kingdom Voldemar^ thi 
he might not rafl^y embark in a foreign war,Mook care t 
found the fentiments of the people before he made any reply 
and Ending they were flrongly afFe£lcd to him, promife 


ipee^ 


^ Meurs. J. V. 
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overNwith\i armv, he was }ojr- J/«Nor- 
Ic country to Toajherg, was in wcgians 


rv/ay. A icarcwy oi . 

rf^ir to attended with a ^ 

fubjea thSitHvcs JO the ndigmtion ot Eiffn^ 
•JSderVa^ftill c«tTr^^m.•d,^J^ in ^rto^yX 

>n«h.ft.r^.,a^anta?e 

the tojc^ oi?‘M7tfm/, and ruined and yji theflect^ 

■•KidM.^hoLo,V the coaft. r«uf.,.,', Tad™ w,,h fopj/ 
It was, indeed, a great ow^jght in^^a/?;Twr, 
•%h#ahe did HWf make it his bufinels, while u wis in Norway, 
r^^ndeavour to drive out Erlwg, inftcad « b‘S time 

Ircalling affernbUes of the ftate, which minever be fubjea 
the ftrongeft military power». vdu 

9 niLING was married to Umjlina, co 
ladv of prudence and valour fupenor to h5# 
that, if the war was protraaed, her hulba 
fink under the weight of Valdmar% ^ 

• .tion of going in perfon to the king, and eflj 
^ ^c«Fe6I a reconciliation. Having pro' ided herlclt 
poit, {he crolTed the fcas, and was kindly reco- 

* ’ . 1_iVJ ...!»k Viot* <»nnfr ipnif*'! 


Valdemar^ a A D. 
She, finding 1163* 
ncceflarily 
the refolu-* 
Lvouring to^ , 
ith a f'■’'"f. 

■ yauV‘??t 


po.t, file crolTed the Teas, and was kindK’ Norway 

mr, who was pleafed with her goo(> fenfoynd^irtFlt, 
honouiad -har with a groat many andiefces. When the,, 0^. 
bdicvcclflie had foftened his refolutron, (helfetMhed amef-,Mrk. «« 
fenger lo Erhag, who fuddenly joined her, 
hirnfel b^of^the king, telling him. See, the Valdeth- 

" cov'fidence I place in your gencrofity, thus to P>\myfvlf 
vb\rf hands, even without your word for rny ftcurity 
out! know the grcatncls of your foul, and tbougb yewr 
*iv, have no app«t‘henfiofl of being treated as fiich 
am your To this Vald.mat replied, “ You 

i/fafely confide in me it is not my cuftom »o abufc the 
(fcs^dence repofed in my hofpit^ity.” Upon which Et- 
SH?aDDroachii!g rcfpcdttujly, kiffed the kings hand, and 
obSinea^peace, Spon^ondition that he ihould himfelf remain 
a hXc m Denmark, and EJbern be fent to govern the king¬ 
dom of Norway in quality of viceroy for wiw, in 

return, conSerred upon Erlmg fevcral dignities and lands of 
confidcrablc value for his lupport ^ 


* P08TAW 1. si. ' SaxoGaaM. !• xv. 
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Rugen 
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No Iboner was tfie ^nqujllity df than 

<*new infults from the f^ndaU '|l^ca(ioned a .re'i^vati^ of the 
war; and that it might be curied on wiAj^our, r 
cratered into a frefli alliae^j^b the* dulae in^&axony a 
more firmly to cqpient theuiriendfliipi,* 
wu executed ^between Cqmte^ prince f>r DennU 
: trudUy an infant, the da^hter 
-plan of operations 

into the enemy’s couiy-t'y, while him&a^ tallowed 
marches at the head m the^i^n(i^'«lbjB kin^ j 
oie fea-ports, and op^fin^^T^db/ navy> An; 

''Jaid for the Saxon h r^^yj^f^hich they wcre’ariiri 
'\ill Guncelinn a^'^g^ral, rallied them^ atut vcta^wco^j^ 
figKr'i.ri;|j fuch intllQitdity, that the eneVny» intent upon pluh-* 
dering, weTe driv^ out of the field, and vi 61 o>;wvre(led^i("' 
of their hands^/J^/otwithftanding this, Henry was fo mu\\ 
incenfed at the;^/lulfe his troops had met with, that, enter¬ 
ing Pomeraniaf prried terror and delblation^ wherever he.; 

marched. 

On the othf'^hi^*, J, Valdemar finding the Vandals had drawn 
their forces fi jm/ne fleet, the better to oppofe the Saxons^ 
landed his t Oop£[. and marched to the city of Vologqfi^ or 
IVolgafit th'i :.pUal, of Swedijh Pmerania, then the country^ 
of the Vanph^ which he found deferted by the inhabitants! . 
They, 
and 



vided he' would feAraHn his foldiers from plundering 
firoying their hci'jes. The propoHll was accepted, orJeondi- 
tion that Ri,gen ihould pay a tribute, and give hoftages that the 
inhabitanjk^ would {hut up the mouth of the river i’enr, which 
was a ndt for pirates; that, dividing the city inio i^eeWrts, 
they wyjld obey Tfl/^it/, Cajmir^ and Prijlaw, as.govei^r^ 
anfweruble for their conduct to the king of Demn/srk i 
laftly, that the duke of Saxony fhoul j remain in polTei 
all his conquefts in Pomerania \ ^ 

This treaty of peace did not hold long; for next the 
dozens of tVolgaJi^ difliking the adftiiniftration of 
entered into a fecret alliance with the people of Rugen ; in 
which, indeed, Henry of Saxony^ the girad ally of VaUemar^ 
was a party, and began new depredations upon Dramm 
Valdemar was incenfed more at the perfidy of Henry than the 
inconftancy of the Vandals. Without deliw he i^yaded i(!M> 
gm ; and by the cnnduifl of the faithful Abjalon^ who, though 
a bifhop, ihewed ti^e capacity and courage of a foldier, re- 
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the foundation Dantzic 
and freedom. huiU> 


ermcn; but A. D. 
mmunities, it 1165* 
not the leafl 


bleed mtny of't^twS^^portant sJ^es; after which he 
■^umed tOihis ojwn dominions, td refreCn his foidiers. After 
a 0>y he ag^ii^came backhand laid ftege to the ftrong 
weiJyf^tificd by nituj|t£‘and art. Such werc^ 
iVfcr«h,^^i*^wuh from the fituation of the place, 
!^c tV%^ befieged, that, breaking up his camp, he« 
JHl^<l'^^t^mte»r6i^a^pf the country, which he laid 
w5ipcsi,|i terS^itd defolaiion he made, 

‘'he prom^fed ait*; but being put dlF 
;yrtde^^^a|loW| preten^jlKY^^hey^^mj mor^ received the yoke? 
pbrehafed^a |beac^at a heavy p>^>4 atU gave hoftages for 
,thc^li#’^nt^oapdymcnr. They, hfcpuiyie^^greed to abjure 
ry, aud (ft\br4£g the Chriftian religion'-^>t^hich Valdtmur, 

§ a preliminary article to the treaty. A' 

OUT th^ime it was that Valdemar 1 ° 

: city of Dantzic, fo famed for its opuk^ 

At iirft it was compofed of the huts of o 
^Jl^ldmar conferring certain privileges a 
^foon became a flourifhing place of trade, 
ornament of that glorious reign. Some ^^rs^deed affirm, 
that this city owes its origin to Sobifaw, prin\ o^omernnitf; 
but the Danijh hiftorians, and the accurate with 

- 'one voice attribute the honour to Valdemar ^ 

^ .^On the king's return from this expedition, the c^t taking 
into chnfideration the danger to whicif the king^.«^ould be* 
jBXpofed, ihould any misfonune befal hin»in thi*j|[var^a,ivhich 
he was conilantly engaged, humbly promoted, that his Ton 
Canute, yhen’biit four year»*>^cn as his 
aflbeiate, and confequently hifiucceflbr in the thr^. The 
king, who^pu by no means difpleafed with thei^equeft, 
willingly compTied, and Canute was accordingly pn^aimed 
kmg of Denmark, conjointly with his father, by uiXyerfal 
cpj^Crbt; without we except Burifius, young Cmur/s kinf- 
10 had bimfelf fogne defies upon the crown, and 
^herefortl refufed his ypte at the ele^ion. Faldemar put up 
^ affroQt for a time, but did not forget it: he law 
'the views of Bur\fius, and refolved not only to fruftrate 
iTbut to puqifli the author, as foon as afitoccafion fhould 
®ffer(A>. • 

Next 

c L. ii. Hift. Saxon. 

» 

(A) We mnft obferve, that in the govermpiiAit. He affirms, 
Eric of Pomerania is the dnljf on the coi/fary, that in the 


writer who diiiies that Canute year 1177,/or twelve years af- 
, was this yeac made an alT^te ^rwards, pen be was foorteen 



ne to 
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Next year gr^Reparations foot for g^^iiog. 

' fuch. a blow to the Vandal pWer, as ihouldW a while inca^^i 
pacitate them, to difturb th^ pdace of DmmrVfxi not tot^Wp 
-ilroy theftate. Almoft a^ the inbabifzdu^ SJjonoj^^jh^ 
and Funen^ fit to bear artns, went fortb^^ftWM 
^fahn^ Magnui^ Ton to Eric Lamk, ind Cbrj^^r^ 
fon to the prefenc king. I'hey (^!^d\he 
and without mercy fet th** ^ a flaftiei'*tnit did^t 
tpf'any a£lion with tj,K<:ir main ;Vmy.''T'Iext year 
^«ion was repeated, inijjWhiclyfne^dwHwid the gottiid 
deftroy part of Arcon 4 \ th^<xpita], and ftroi.-^el^ )Ao\Ax\,RugeH. 
Jeen/pK While Valdet gathering Jaureij '*galnft ifofeign 

rarr /®.'^^r,Rni>inies, he recced a letter from ^r«ni.jdnkr*af 
edagaiafl quajntjjigr^him wit^*the impending danger from domeftic roes, 
a emar brw^er Ormos, and Erling of AW-»dy, ha^^^ 

cretly confpir^rygainft his life, and concerted a piar»\or 
making thcmfflr-s j^afters of which was proved by 

an intercepted . from Norway. 'Fhey had Engaged feverai? 
of the nobilit^/Ijrhe plot, and had taken their mcafures fo 
well, that n^nii^’^ut this early intelligence could have faved 
Valdemar. >i"h(^ king immediately feized upon fuch of the 
traitors as ]^ere||vithin his reach, and fent Abfalon with a fleet 
to interce^. and Ormos in their return ioi Norway^ 



authors differ'about the nature^ of his punil^roent. 
Grdwffwr/Vwf«.fu^,. *afi'"vi;.u'eonfined'iof life ii| priibn; 
Eric of Pomerania j that his eye'S'weiSf put oui a Albert^ abbot 
of Stadjts that he was ftrangled; and others,'^..rhat he was 
fmothc^ ed under a feather-bed *. Nor are they«.rels divided 
abouti.iis name, the former writers calling him Buriftus^ but 
the i^obot, Borciusy placing it among the tranra(Siions of. 
year 11731 though on wh^t autheity we are left toiconjee 
ture. (. 

About this lime it was, that Abfalon b"''lt the taftle 0/ 
Stegelburgy afterwards called ExelhuftSy then H^nicoy air^jr ^ > 
the celebrated port and city of Copenhagen. The intention of 

<!. <i 

« Vid. apud Poktan. Notae ad Hift. 

c 

years of age^..he was made load of fo exteiSTive a king- 
king of Halland ai.^ Seboneny in dom (1}. 
order to eafe his faVier of the 

(i) f^id.}'iri(, P«m, apudn^ rj. /, v, p, 105. 

thiit 



^ </Denminc, 15* 

this ca£ffe was Wv andVffouc^ a fafc prote&on 

to iht'DoHtJh {h^0»w^nimcrc^. and^ets. 

4 Next year npiered in wQii oreparations for attacking D. 
i but froimth^ Valdemar vaa retrained by certain ad- 1168. 
Htttry Lti dUl^ of Saxony ^ad entered into a ftri£tVenry 

3 ililJ^Tw«thtB''ayM «prince of the Fandak^ -who had fought Leo Breaks 
againft the £)«»«, and received the ftrongcft^"®^*- 
>/nport.*‘ ''ould be nothing more abfurdly 

. VT-ftJnt dian the bonduci^f H:r foiitetimes forming 
r^*irHfi^\<dth Valdemar y ceiTicntjlng ih».ni with the ties'*t'f 
^bloo^^ af^ proving bh*^iend)!\i[pv^> difcovering to him th^' 
inachlnatP[>iisW.,)Ms enemies, at other ^mes, and perhaps 
^ withnri the Y^atv of a few months, conttVia ng alliances with 
h’^invctbiatef bn«*«es„ contriving fchcm'j with them Jfor 
^pMdemar'% deftrudion, and ihifting diamet'^pliy op^iofite to 
^;iMi<^ntimen(3*he had lately efpoufed. Thr 'j^yth is, H«nry^% 
priRiffion and magnificence always rendered^jm nece/fitous, 
and every tie of honour and affinity y'pld^'^to his wants. 


and every tie of honour and affinity y'yld^Jjf to his wants. 

,4uoney was th'e a£luatihg fpring of all ho>p^jndu£l:. and the 
’ laft and largeft ftibfidy confirmed his Valdemar 

was not Ignorant of this difpofition; but^& ordained pur- 
chafing alliances at the expence of his pcopje, \cept when 
emergencies required it. The prefent oceafi^i m’Vht well be Denmark 
Reckoned fuch ; for Denmark was hardly ever in a TiJpre critical furrounded 

r\r K0t0^ unt'K mnr0 pnpmipc t fHi* rtn/ iM—rn JL 


wegians ; fo that Valdemar had rcafon tt/ijread^a dciCUit.* from 
one while lh» *<tgs actii y i ag^n ft the other, unlcfs his flrength 
were fufiicient ro.g[®^^gaWt?rT5oth i t i f l im r ' iafhtiwtime. His 
firft care, ther<ore, was to'Tortify the coafl of ZShndy the 
fuperintcndjirtf'igjof which he committed to hfourn SnS^, who 
built a number of firong caftlcs and towns in the moYcom- 
irodious places. He next employed Oondrfal^ a man o\ high 
di^indUon,*that had palled the firft yearb of his life among 
VatldaUy and had acquired a [^erfedt knowledge of their 
^mannct4 and language, to break the league between them 




Smmny ; which bufine/s he chcarfully undertook, 

i... I« M ^ ■ BM MM #• 4 - 1 ^ *4 J 


with lui.h confummatc addref;*, that the Vandah 
taking arms, diove all the Saxons out of their garrifons and 
countiy*', ^ 

HEMRT was terrified with this very extraordinary and 
fudd< n change in their councils, for which^hc could aflign no 
cauic, the Ihmijh agent havin? come over wit^ftich privac), 
chat not a f)liable tranfpircd to the pubki; jDreading left 


•> Meurs. 1. V. GpAM. 1. >vi. TiMAN. 1 V. 


/ <dde^ 



Henry VaUtmar fiiou1d4ei;^this opportufriiLQj^^thing h» 

Leo /uf ry 2 ind fickleneis, )ke fent affibafladorntri^ to apologize 1% 
for peace, his conduA, and promiif rdeafures morf (lady and tonAUf^ 

* * -I* r . it I *, -ij.n. «_1_ j 


'terview'at with the mq^arch,^h 

the hft hand to the propofed tr#Z^* . . ^ ' VF'C. 


Anpwd- The princes mety-ahdlt wrj agreed they (houldiaM^ii^s 
Uance «*yigainrt the VandaU^ //rwry^m^chinffto Demin^jfc^p^^et/Btr 
ana'^^si ff^olgaji. The deva(K|k/fi they niSJe wa.| t^i’die, ape! 
demaX* unbecoming Chn^^ prioces, were it noit ^hiMu|?iy necedaiy 
agaiHfi)^e^^ reprefs thofetW^^r'^ns**by cruel methodsf^th^ ough^bt 
Vandals, againft a people more civilizfi&;‘*aiid who foug^^iyti 

regulated laws war. This conJutSl had th^^^edl; 

Vandals^ perorf^ng nothing but deflrutSlion b^re theinMn^ 
from fo fupeK^i^a foe, purchafed peace with a large lu^ of 
money, and ga/^-^jAages for the fecurity of t)ie payment. 

^ Having ^ ded matters on the fide of the Vandals, V^. 
, demar turnedrw; arms againft Norway, but after many 

fruitlefs a^mJj’^to bring Erling to a battle, he returned 
home witir hi^ fleet. I'he foldiers had begun to complain 
of long 7^5<^‘tnent on board, in fearch of a fugitive, wha 
eluded alrthcir endeavours ; a fcarcity of provifions begaiuiG- 
«prevail y the fleet; and the winter was now apprppchingy 
whcij be p danger of being frozen up. 'Another 

circuiflftanccwvlpclB contributed to his return, before he had 


Arcona 
btfieged 
and taken. 


done any thiiKT deci(l|£,ug ^ the Rugiads 

had agaio^evblted^notwitlu^iSflijas. **'. .. "fO V eftate to which 
he had i^tely reduced them. He now determ^d fully to ex* 
tirpat^his perfidious and obftinate people, that pur- 

pofe Jprmed an alliance with Bogijlaus, prince of Pomerania, 
Akjf ravaging different parts of the ifland, he fat down bepre 
Arcona, the fuburbs of whjch had been deftroyed m the forint 

war. Nature never, perhaps, fdrmed a ftronger/fituati^ 
than this place, itfelf (landing on aliigh promontory, witly 
theeaft, north, and fouth fides dqfendcd‘i^ deep a^lofy 
precipices, inaccefiible to men; and the weft by a waltTflif) 
feet high, proportionably thick, and Jecured by a ^eep and 
broad ditch. Undifmayed by the dimculty, he fet about be* 
iteging it, and carried on his operations with fuch (kill and 
perieverance, that the garrifon was forced to furrender upon 
the conditioVp^4te thought fit to impofe. Ont in particular 

was, that the (hould deftroy a temple they h^ eredled 

to St. Vitis, and ^liver up the vaft treafure of this tutelary 
god, which he ha^amaiTed by a on the conferences of hia^ 

5 votarMNi 
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-A - to (torltfe Chiiftianity; toVandsla 

_ me Dm&^^^SSoikis wk|)wc njipfoin; to pay forty ndueed, 

vokfcs for we^. by way or yearly tribute ; and to enter 
m^ldiers in the fervice of I>rffmar^y%vhen call^ upon, in thqa 
lanbj;:iaipner as thvothgr fubjeds of the crown 


vot; 
reftore 




fepvices. * They vC difgufted z\.Valdmur*% mode* 
rayu%'^hich they deemed an^injury done to them, and ther^ 
fore to withdraw froir .his alliance : a meafure whiclr^ 

4ave no* wiftutbapcs to the Danijh monarch, who had now ac* V 

•4»o^lii];i^hil *buriners. 

^The begidnij;>2Jii£ t^is year was employed in a£ls of piety A. D, 
jlo bis father’s memory. He fent an ambafTsdor to to 1169. 

him carioOized ; and on the day of return, with the 
pc4)t^s alTent, he convoked the people atiSi/}^ ^^ 7 , and folemnly. 
-proclaimed his fon Canuu an aiTociate inthV throne, ai^^ * iS 
^-lifcceflbr: an bvent wlficK has greatly p 9 ^^xed hiftorian% 
wUh refpedl to the chronolo^, as we have'^n^^dy feen. His 
next care was the firm eftabfiihment of C!?i |Aia1^ty in RugeUf 
to which place a number of the clergy was/en}\to inftrud): 
thofe rude barbarians in the truths of the goffpL^.^d the iu- 
• perintendency of the whole was committed to his fa* 

^oprite prelate \ 

Thi-ile adis of piety were confidcrably d^itfb’^l hy theo^Cour- 
piraciesof the Rfihonians and CourlandA’s, ag^nft v^lfmn he landers 
fent a fleet a|jder thj^ ^cogduft of ftrldlly enjoiningya^sr/. 

him to bewaib o p?i^ |r*foa ^^ d how* 

ever was entry ped,' an?a'^fSat part of his armyj^hich he 
had difembf;;!^, cut ofF. This lofs he Toon retaliar^ upon 
the enemy,^whom he blocked up in port; and at \engtb, 
bringing them to an adlion, totally vanquiflied. \ 

Soon after this tranfadiiion, the fucceffion was ftrengthened 
.^y the Sirth of a fecond prince, ^l^om the king called after 
/his own name; and, to augment the general joy, ambafladors 
il^rrived from to fue tor peace, and obtain leave that he 
j^jdgh^'comc to DenmrJt, and have an interview with Falde-- 
mar. His petition was granted, EJbern fent in his room to 
Harwajf^ and Erling admitted to a conference with the king. 

firft he was received fo coldly, that he began to defpair of 
obtaining his ends. Next day, however, genewing the con* 
ference, his siajefly changed bis behaviour, an^j^acioufly re* 
ceived him again into favour on thefe con^f^em^ which may 
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youngeft Ton to Valmmar^ ftould 
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Conditions of Norivay^ and trfpy the* title of duke'of thj(t .coua 
of the , 2dly, That this young prince fhould fudbeed to the thre^^ 
treaty, ' Norway^ provided that he [Erting) andViis Ton MagffX^xci 
without male ifliie. 3dly, That ErHng ihouldi^ ferve ^ ^ 4 ||f- 
■ demar^s wars as a vailal of Denmark^ and haji? 
ready to put to fea on the firft no'rei- 4thJ[v^Ji;id 
not only Erling, but all the nef^ty of'A^mytfyy.lliouldjOTfj 
'.nd confirm thefe conditions bfoath, and a written *' * 
figned with their hands, and ff^ed with 
kingdom, as w-ell as the private feal's 
Peace being concluded in this quartef,;the’ling founcLi 
nreefiary to repel fiimc frcfli infults, cornmittL-d by the Kjft- 
iels and barbarous Vandalsy who couITl neimer fupport war tmi 
peace. While jhe king and his general A^hkfi were ta^^ 
ifijCTravaging their country, a defign was ccrjsBrS 
/ e Vaii~ CafirnWy yfenry Leo, and Begljhus, for giving a deci^ve 

a ^blow to power, by furrounding the king, ^.-1 

‘obliging him ^||^furrender with his whole army at diferetiom 
Th'.ir derig'‘f’w|^ifcovered and fruftrated by Valdemar\ refo- 
liitlon, an^^hc'prudence of Abfalon^ who had raifed himfelf 



Van¬ 
dals di~ 
fcattd. 


incl wa^i^£ifcerning not to penetrate thrpugh thf veil 
of |.f5r;hi)tic^hnniul&tion. Committing, therefore, the whole 
care of extricating thf Danes out of this diffiepUy to the bi- 
Ihop, tlv^ fuch pre¬ 

cautions^ and made fo good if^Jj^WrfRwJnT ^^tat Cajimir found 
himfe^ieduced to the necclfity of retreatin^H- f^hting upon 
uneq Al terms. He chofe the former ; the Danes were deli¬ 
ver^, and the character of Abfalon raifed above envy. In a 
fo glorious was this expedition, that the power of 
mar and BogiJJaus was intfTely brolfc ; the defigns of the ficl^^e 
but ambitious Henry Leo fruftrated ; qpioftof the towns in Ptf* 
merania obliged to give hoftages for theitii^jure quiet behaJJ 
viour; and the P'andal princes fo eiAiaufted and reduced, afc 
oblige them to feek prote^ion in Saxony, 

• • 

(A) It is dilHcult to afcertaln acknowledges, that his account 
with exaflnefs the date of this is taken from an old chronicleT' 
tranfaftion.v, in one which places it in the year 1176, 

place feems it to the or four years ^ler the firft at- 

year 1172; but\e afterwards tempt (i). 

r (l) Pent, l,v], p, tiiS, 

2 Ad VIC r 



^fi&l^g 4 eceivlirf Valdm§rm%At 

^ i^oil ^(ttiirwiftf, Vid bSI ficgc to Stetint then 
heoTi^fied fa all that countiy. With fuch vigour 
bis -ittack^ that Wratijums^ the governor and' 
' IciqTmri to (jfjifiar lAid Bugifiam^ was driveip to extremities, 
capitulate (A). 

A jfeTEMi 9iitAiLM|{^, cited by modern hiftorians, fays, 
thitf^alShttar mUeJoHiT^ole progrefs in his Approaches, 
and hnuft have raifed the fiegU had not the garrifon beeif ilif- 
famine. This produced a conference between thb 
•^'Mng^^WraiiJldusi thw were ftruck with each other’s qua* 
^ lities, entf r^ ii^td a (tri£t frfendfhip, after which the king 

,'%ad betlOtSea tM rvify upon the governor as hi& own property, 
and he, in retan.t"p[oftiired fealty to*the crown of Denmark, 
f VALDE^/R was wholly employed in fettling the affairs 

r iT'f^jirama, and the ^air<u/country, tilU;Ke year 1177, 


AD. 

117a. 



A.D. 

1177. 


? this congrefs : we are only told, that in qimlt^ence of it, 

^another expedition was undertaken*araifflrthd^ndb/r, in 
which Abfalm gathered frefh laurels, faldema'^ gr^t addition 
of glory, and the whole kingdom of Dentpar^ tcr^creafe of 
'wbalth, by the prodigious quantity of rich booqt brought 
ho^tle,.l^ut we know not, whether this expedition«|tas enter- > 
ed upon in confequence <A an agreemejit betwbenVtf/^ar 
and Henry, or whether the latter bore any-part in it. Certain 
it is, that ne» 4 .'*j 3 arXl:-r«^'’# 4 j^'®’^lfi 5 ^i Sh-t-ituardians of 
thq young duke foldiers in Saxonj. in order 

to make warjgion Denmark. His ufualgood fortuneHttended 
Abfalm ; tli^ifCmy were defeated, and the Danes a^a^ per¬ 
mitted to enjoy the fruits of this vidory. \ 

But the repofe confequent on thefe advantages were^on Diflur- 
ar aifl difturbed by frelh conunotions^n the dutchy of Bremen, bonces in 
*tid other parts of the ;pircie of Lewer Saxony. The Saxons *ke Lower 
,Jhighly refented jhc late difgracc of their countrymen, and, Saxony, 
wkh the oeiTre of Tevenge, afiembled in a tumultuous 
u.anner in order to match againft Abfalon ; but being met by 
’ the fugitives, who efcaped from the late defeat, their courage 


(A) As our only guides thro* 
the period of the Danijb hiftory, 
fubfequent to Taldeni^s reign, 
are Ponteasu and Menrjhu, vmo 
is here a mere copier, it may 
be fttffident that we refer Ae 

* Mod. Hur. VoL. X:6cil 


reader to the M book of Saxo 
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was fomewhat >eprlfie4^by thf relatlfiAA^^ 
extraordinary prowefs 6( Abfa$n*t army, /nd Me ^ 
dud of che general. Olimar^ a pftnee, ori^'Kdiii tl^ 
command was beftowed, finding that all hts endeai^rs 
only ferve to hai^en his own ruin, wecu 
o])tained peace from that generous conqu'jror,.,. 

Next year was introduced by 
Valdemar and Hemy Leo^ now Bjr '‘il/*'£onqueffs 

v^a. Henry propofed this meittng, in order to fettle ^tho 
differences between them, andf there../ fecur^ .hia, fi«|rdw,fF. 
againll; the incurfions of the Danes, during 'l.is neccjl!^ atp 
tendance at the diet, and thq emperor'sThe faij.nksor, 
the Eyder, a river emptying iifelf into the bc'CV/cen tht? 
dutchies of Slefudckm^HoiJiein, was fixed on for the 

congrefs | but fuch was Henry\ pride, that hef efufed cro'ili^ 
the bridge, or g^ng to the oppofite fide where hie kio^.V^' 
Valdemar only imiied at the ridicubus dignity, and went*^*»l^ 
way over the to meet this haughty fewereign prin«i»^ 

Flcre matters wr^adjufted to their mutual fatisfadion, Valdi*' 
mar yielding no confequence in order to obtain others 

of realben^.t, ebndudinghimfeif throughout the whole con¬ 
grefs with ^ ability of a natefinan, and the moderation of a 
great kingr..J conqueror. ^ 

SuBsE^ENT to this treaty concluded between Drnmafk 
'and Saxm,, were a variety of incurfions, tumults, JsiT- 
lionSi. svnon^ the fickle, unfieady, and predatory^ Vandals^ 
who were neithea able to oppofe the power of Valdemar, or to 
reft fatisfied^iwder ltirwd nxMrt^np,rights 
of conqueffwith all poffible nfedlwf'* The recital 

however ^of fiich unimportant and unintereftin^ events would 
be tedipiu to the reader. Suffice it, that the^^^wffe conftantly 
defend, conftantly filing for peace, and no lets conftant in 
taki/lg up arms again upon every opportunity. In a word,No¬ 
thing feecned capable of Iccuring penmark on this fide, but 
the total extirpation of fo perfidious, Jbarbarous, and warlike 
a people. This feheme had often been re fedyed upon by ValA 
demar, at the inftigation of his faithful coullii^or Jbfalon ; Ui 
had frequently made large ftrides towards its final execution | 
but fome frelh difficulties intervened, lyr the clemei|cy of his 
difpoficion was always wrought on by the fiippliqacionaof the 
vanquiflied* 

DuRiNCOhe Handat war, a confpiracy fet on foot by Mag» 
nus, foil to Eric the Lamb, was happily difiSvered. This 
young prince had fided with Swen } and being made prifo- 
ner in the laft battle, was fet at liberty and kindly pardoned 
by Valdemar^ at a time when he es^iefted the moft fevere pu.|j 

niflitnehu 




■“ mfihc' 
hand^* e* 

fflen^ that the Itrn'g' 
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I TX thisTnftatice of igoodnds, be joinet! 
' ii]ppheara to Bjemi^ in a plot to de* 



^ #( 


rq, 
the 


o^lh< confpiratorss who were gone toj 
chanced to lodge an evening in the hut 
hom they were kindljpaccommodated. 

' began to talk up^ the important 
!?^oi^ other things their allonilh- 
^^or fo long a time, eicape the 
Char^Sj Magnus^ «nd other oonfp^ 
bis dmrudion. The hermit, fepa- 
only by a wicker partition, overheard 
xt mornipg communicated it to the 
, with that it might be inftantly tranfmitted 

^/0». means of this accident, Valdtmar was in- 
of hi» danger, and by fuch unaccountable and trivial 
f^rmiRft&nces are the moft important difooveries (and hazar* 
defigns, hetjhently laid open thiioug^the wtfdom of Pro- 
Slfilkncei who pTirfues hef great feheme in ^ jhanner inferuta; 
^le to men. Voldemar immediately confulted'whh Abfalon the 
[means of avoiding the impending ftorm y Ind for this pur- 
pofe it was agreed, that the guard fliould be douched with as 
much expedition and privacy aspoffible, and et^ry 
^uce taken that could enforce the king’s fecutity; y 
^L^ji^ing the public tranquility, or uilng violence]^upon the^ 
xompirltoKS, until paore ample proofs *could be proc'jred. It 
was not long before fome letters wrote b/ j^agnus weie'ftter- 
cq>ted. In thefe a full account of the confpiracy was con- 


tained; and Vhldm^ 


‘tiSein in \he aflembiy 


of the ftates, cc^on^hlm l^th his own liand and feal. Ac 
firft he pretec^^^to deny the hand<writing, affirming it to be 
an impudent forgery; but fuch circumftantial proofs appeared, 
thauin the utmoft confuflon he fell upon his knees bsfole the 
king, confbilcd the whole, excufed himfelf by faying thar he 
hid been led away by the fuktile policy and ambition of Charles 
and Canute^ and concluded with the ftrongeft affiirances of 
ibyalty and fidatk^if hi| majefly would be pleafed gracioufly 
to p^on this paft offisnee. The good and merciful king, 
»moVj^ with bis repentance-, granted his requeft, and impofed 
no other |Au:dlhmefiC otf his ingratitude and treachery, than 
^bidding hlni the court for a certain time. Chrijliem, fon to 
oweHf who likewiie enlified himfelf with jhe conipirators, 
was pardoned, aon condition that he would imm^ifately leave 
icho kingdom.' 

When the aflembiy broke up, E/chil ajid the relations of 
'Canute and Charles^ made all poffible intereft with the king to 
^Is an of oh>Uvion, in which all the confpirators, without 
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7 ht tndtf^- exception, (hoiild be included. They 
vours of to engage AbfaUn in^this requcfibut 
thenebilUj^hXt^ thinking it neceflary to inr^e fothe‘exai , 
to get an lieving very juftly, that too much Imity^dnd ind«i_ _ 

na of am- only tempt thc?n to a repetition of thfr c^tf, ^dpeci^rai 
neftypaffed^j^)^^ faw themfelves fupported by fqyj^/rfulr^ ^tcfeft. . 
Efcbilwzs fo chagrined with ■duBt'lic re¬ 

ined his mitre, and retired k/ a pnVate conve^tyin 
^he event proved the wifdom and pr^ence of 
Magnus nion. Magnus was no foonerat liberi^r*il;V|n 4 #f; tb’feSftTvf®'! 
makes frejh correfpondence with Charles and C^fftef, in ordbE&g^mat'e 
attempts, ^ fecond atternpt on Valdentar*9 life. d 

them was taken up, the plot difcoverei^lLPi- *‘Magnus ll^jssed 
and clofely imprifoned : but before his trial ij^j wajj^broke 
out with the Vandals, " : 

We are told that the occafion of this war wastheit-^i^h^ 
upon the portion a daughter of Denmark^ which was 
,by the ambafladoA of Henry Leo into Saxot^,*' From nen^ 

, would appear, j,hat a treaty of marriage had been executebl 
between th^ fatiniiies of Denmark and Saxony, though we afw 
informed jfxprefly of no fuch marriage. On the contrary, all 
the Danish waters we have feen mention, that a daughter of 
Valdimarf had married towards theclofeof the year 
^ prince, Vihofe name is not known, which Teems the m^^ex<| 
traordinary, as Granmaticus wrote his hiftory either in this or" 
the Allowing reigp,'* and might, on that account, be fuppofed 
jfu alU- perfedlly informed of ib publicoa tran^i£tion,^.>Be that as it 
ance he- ^j||^ Valdehtar entcfcii into I’A tdfi ancgytiih Sixony againft the 
t’ween^Y' Vandals, The inliabitants w xir/fn^were, nn this occafion, 
Denmark “P ”ms, as their rervicf<>'^r«.was thought 

inft X greatly promote the detigns of the allies, from their 
idab. knowledge of the country. As foon as the troops 

could be aflembled, and tranfports got ready, the Vandals 
were alTailed on one fide'oy the king, who deftroyed the ftrong 
fortrefs in Wolftn ; and Henry Lko, who attacked Demin, 
The fiege of this place he carried gn wblu^^^at aifiduity, bd^ 
little progrefs, and at laft was forced totally to abandon it. 
The king, on his fide, was more fucceTsfui •, for after deftroy-«. 
ing fVollin he laid fiege to Cofcoa, ani having redudbd it to 
tremities, burnt the town to afhes. Then laying the furroun<{- 
ing country unjer heavy contributions, he puued his march 
to IVolgaJf^yeYixcYi he befieged fo vigoroufly,«that the inhabi¬ 
tants were glad to be relieved from the .diflreis to whiclVihei 
reduced them, by paying a large fum of monejP, and refloring 
to him prodigious magazines of plunder, that had been depo- 
fited there by the pirates. 
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Detimirk. i6^ 

^^HKIh&'ex^ts FaUaHar returneif to Pt/tmarH ; but 
.^fawW ^Wi wftthfqg^frefli infulta^ be determined to punilb the * 
JJIM^inra ftilnnkre^ll^erity, and accordingly fenta fleet 

umer the condud of his fon Canute^* 
^^WiVh IbM^ri&^rwlbopd| •Slejivici. The young prince,’ ^ 

for% flrrHmcji^^red in the held to be initiated in the art' S*’ 

fuccefsful Jbfalm^ Ftederic pe- 
any opportunity of ferving his' 
pr^efs: but notwithftanding this 
purfped their courfe with fuch afli- 
they furprifed many of the enemy in 
;d not ip fudden a viflt. They laid 
; to a number of towns and villages, 
ced the brothers Cajimir and Bugif- 
I purchafe it upon terms very advan> 
des repaying the marriage portion of 
the ambafladors bad been robbed, they agreed to lay 
in mone)H the fum«of two thoufand tS'ents, together with 
jf^rrefents of an hundred pounds of ftlver, to Canute and Mfa* 
yen. Having thus finiihed the war in one«cr<mpaign, the ge- 
rnerals returned to Dmmark^ and were gracioufly received by 
Valdemar^ with very extraordina^ marks of apprr^bation and 
^favour. • b ‘1 


beln|Kd WolgaJ , 
iaMt,n iutfiOT j 


governor of Gothland, had by his mean?, and their intereft 
with the people, got tt%etl?er.a coni;*d-rable body of troops, 
with which the; 'inVa£ci/A>i 1 ibrn/. Here they expedited to be 
joined by croy^Us of the peafants ; but finding themielves dlf- 
appointed, apd^the whole country Arm in its allegiance to 
the icing, they retired to a large wood that forms a frontier to 
Gothland an^ Haltand, Here they hazarded a battle, in Which <f^g fghels 
they were defeated, and t^F rebel «rmy totally ruined, fufier- defeated, 
ing the juft punifhmen( inflidled by heaven upon confpirators, 

, fo tenacious o^^e^nable principles, a vicious ambition, and 
difaiie£tion to'onem the^ft of princes. 

Next year Henry Leo, who was put under the ban of the 
empire by Frederic Barharojfa, took (belter with Voldemar, 
and was treated with the diftindfion due to his rank. His 


'pride was now humbled, and he readily crofted the bridge over 
the Ryder, which, but two years before, hfl had ^fufed to do 
*Qut of pundiiio and a fcrupulous regard to his dignity. VaL 
eumar, to whofe generous dirpofition misfortune was thefureft 
fecommendgtiqn, promifed him all the affiftance in his power, 
i without abiplutely breaking with the* emperor j kut the re- 
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quel!s of Henry ^crc of fo cjwrtordin^r^ 
r found it impofitble to comply witli thcm» ^ 
to the people and clergy, wh(^ 
lo ptoted. r- 

A revolt in W HILE thjs tranfa^ion way the^aij^t, a 
Schonen. in Sthonen ; tp appeafe which the king 

Jbfalon, The people of Schanen wtr*pw^ou5*tWi inex¬ 
orable j they believed thcmfelves^|^'-^^i\j5?^««^ would heaj of 
no terms but a pofitive compliant with their renu^^an^l 
and redrefs of their grievances ; upoi$!;.;diich 
to Zealand^ and laid their complaints 
nate, or rather council of jhe nobtli((/.i yUtlfouglp^ 
was perhaps the moft concerned of 
• noble fpirit of difintereftednefe, he pleadct'f '^mgly, that|^e 
firft article of their remonftrance ihould bel'rJT (led. 
reigners, and among the reft himfelf, had lon^ enjew^ tho 
lucrative pofts and places belonging to this province, wml^*^ 
natives were exclufl^d, and the principal nobility of Sckoi^ 
forced to live in indolence on their eftates, without any ftiaro 
in the adminiftratppt. This was a grievance infupportable to 
a free fpirited people, and fimilar to fome complaints we have 
lately heard from .a neighboQring country. Meurfmi\vAtr,di 
affirms, co^traiy tp Grammaticus, that Ahfakn ftickied hard 
for the rtw^l prerogative of chufing whatever officers the king' 
t.hought n(, knowing that thereby he was promoting 
inter^. But the ^ft opinion is not only more (onfiftent 
with the charader«of this patriot minifter, and with the 
event, but is attefted ^ the^be^'-cotemporary writers eA Da- 
nijh affairs. AhfahAs fentimehtsjucrey 'hovi;ever, over-ruled 
by a majority, and, inftead of redreffing the g^evances of the 
difaffeded, a letter filted with promifes, fodi^nihg, and ca- 
jolings, on the one hand, and dreadful menaces bn the other, 
was £nt to the malcontents. This more and more incenfed 
a people already irritated, ^nd inflamed them to liSch a degree 
that they broke out into open a£ls of rebellion. They relufed 
to pay the ufual taxes, and particularTy the b iftiop*s tytbes, 
apd reftored to the inferior clergy thetTSfRSent privilege of 
marriage. The ftroke was levelled at the bifbops, and par¬ 
ticularly at Abfalan, the primate of ^11 Schonen, They in«. 
ftfted that the fuperior clergy were only an unnecelury load 
upon the people, flittening upon the fpoils of the land, while 
their flocka were* left to find heaven in their own way, 
or by the alflftance of the inferior clergy, wh8 were not re¬ 
warded in proportion to their fervices, or, in fuch a mann*^ 
as jtp render their fituatipn eafy and independent, 
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wen; not id iie wrought ghu fay glhttle 
lyed upon nfing force* The troops were 
van led by the king in perfon, 

. Xjheir march the latter was grofly 
hKrn^> who flocked together in a 
nd pretumptuoufly flufig itones at the 
lie commanded a flrong body of 
At An infult, and 

punifli th^oneiders with the utmoft feverity ; 
^ by th/|9noderate and prudentto let 
that noble fpirit which charaflerized 


Wb|a^ gain exerted all his influence with the 
^Af* complaint^. He infifled, that people 

acious of Wri‘-*f!K:Qdom, muft be bold and intrepid, and 
df. e<mreqiM.1hO|be beft fupports of the rc^al authority duly 
l^admini^red t in a word, he ufed fuch prevailing arguments, 

* iia/t^aldemar determined to avoid bloodflied. All thofe per> 
who were pbnoxiou§ to the malcontents were removed 
'ikeftn their places ; Abfalon refigned his biftiopric, and ac-k 
^epted of one greatly inferior in (ibWei^nd profit, and the 
Iprovince was in a fair way to be fettled, when fome of the 
more turbulent, who found theis own intereft in the public 
diflurbance, fpirited up the people llill to iffufe payment 
. dfl the bi(hop*s tythes, or, in other words,* infifted upon the 
^abolitiofi of this order of ecclefiaftics. Abfahn himfelf now« 
loft al^ pktience,- and, with the king*s Jeave, laid the infur* 
gents under f^ere interdi£lk>n. For a wh^le they pertifted 
in their obftinpey, but wcreCit length* tired out by the Arm 
condu£f ofAbfalori ^nd the clei'gy, whom he bad gained over 
to his intereft., The infurre^ion was not, however, termi¬ 
nated without Hood. Two battles were fought, in both of^'^ 
which the maTcontents were defeated, and at length rcduccd*''^^^'^S^"‘ 
to the neceffity of obeying, upon the king’s terms, which 
were more rbafonable'and mild that^they could expedf. 

About this time Fredmc Barharojfa^ relblving to deprive 
Henry duke of Saxeny*oi every friend capable of fupporting 
his caufe, endlavoTffCft twdraw off Voldemar from his attach¬ 
ment to him, by fome propofals equally honourable and ad- 
vantagepi^ to Denmark^ Thefe were a double alliance by 
marriage; prbpofing tmit the king’s two daughters fhould 
be matched with his two fons, one of whom was to fucceed to 
the imperial diadem, the other being already dukq of Suabia. 

-The Danijh nubility cafily perceived, that thefe overtures were 
t^de rather from enmity to the duke of Sgxony, than friend- 
fliip for Voldemar i and the king,' joining with them in opi¬ 
nion, profelTed no great eagernefs for the alliance: but his 
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<|ueen inteifered, fhd 

to accede to propofali which might rendwheiid 
of the Romant and empreft of ] 


tiyjittiiPiBBw WKi* 

'with her humour a grand Href .«tas e(^^)ped,^^ 
went to meet Barhar^jfa at V. ^e|^as irs)^t the^iki 
of the Trove by a great body of the 
condufled him with all imaginat^ Jhe imperial qutf^ 

Con/erente treated by evm' poffible 

ietwen mark of refped: his perfon an6 add refs were the^^^ir^m 
tbe tmpe- of the Germans^ who could not avoi^yi^king 
rer aud rifons between the monarchs, no way^3^'d|(^i^lfeje'iExf 
Valdemar Barbarojfa, whofe appearance and afpe^^vm^' 
vifits had pafled, bufinefs at length was brbuj *.y^ 
when Barbarejfah demands in point'-Opfda^e appear^ fot 
extravagant, thzt Valdemar zoAxht Danes b^ni 'it quuftion 
his fincerity. The king pofitively refufed the po^^^A Ixp 
aiked for his eldefl: ion} but at length coniented to wha^^l^ 
demanded for the duke of Suabia: upon which the treaty 
concluded, fworn to, and^ guarantied by Bela Ill. king of 
' Hungary. 

Matters being thus finilhed, the king went on board 
the fleet that waited for him, with intention to fail the flrft 
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wind i but nexr morning he was furprifed by a viflt from-the. 
emperor in perfon, efcorted only by a few of the nobility, 
immediately the two painces retired from company, an cBar- 
barofffi carneftly requefled the king, that he would perriit him 
to bellow the dignfty of dukes of Pomerania on Coftmir and 
Bugiflaus^ in order the more eafiTy to reduce Henry Leo to his 
obedience. Valdemar did not ‘deny this fatTour; and accord* 


ingly thofe two princes were inflalled in the ufual mann^, 
the icing aflilling at the ceremony. Before tMe jking of Den- 
marVx departure his cldell daughter was betrothed, with the 
emperor’s approbation, to Sigefred^ landgrave of Thuringia; 
and foon after the nuptials were celebrated at &lefwick (A). 
Valdemar On occafion it was, that Barhargjfa invelled Valdemar 
imupd with the title of duke of Holftein^ and an nexed the country in 
Kvnb the pprpetuity to the crown of Denmarkl^ ^ 

duuhy bf In the beginning of the following fpring Valdemar receiving 
Holilein. advice, that the Vandals began to fory^y fome place%that had 


(^) Thuringia is a country it is divided among a great 
in the circIe,of sks^tUpper Saxo~ number of different Ibvereigns 
ere£led in the year 1130 and princes, as^the houfes o,f 
into a landgraviate by the em- Saxony, Bavaria, Ueffe, SaJ^ 
peroT Luhariui II. At prefent Weymar, Menix, 8 cq. (1). 

£ 1 ^ rid, 3 e»drand fib met. p, 947 . 
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'Qit im j^Uee,. 'ordered Jk/idm 
I umy, and proceed agatnft thems biit 
themfelyes under fuch generals* 

|n acCTont of his youth, and hating th^ 

‘ raafon^an that the ^king loved tiim* 

: was great} though he fiudied popula- 
mediator between the king add 

_..JjJficenfed at their refufal j and de- 

ithfiandiog his ill Hate of health, to command 
tnp^ 9 E$. The ill ufage of his fubje^ in- y 
and in a few days confined him to his T » 
‘"^^htjlbt relinquiA his defign. At length, bjr 
of his nwility, he was prevailed on to 
mit the wjl^6"lVis*«nerals, and his own perfon to the - 
tarcM^?* ji^cians zxWorttnburg, 

the fleet was detained in port by contrary winds, 
'^^'Jutlandirs began to mutiny, to complain of the fcarcity 
^ provifions, ftand infifled upon a releafe from the fervice. 

Horner^ bifhop of Ripettf a man greatly efteemed for his chas- 
ra(^er and eloquence, harangued them^or a long time to 
little purpofe; and at length ordered one of the ringleaders to 
be feized and bound, inftead of quieting, this increafed the 
turrJhit to fuch a degree, that the officers jvche conftrained to 
difmUs the foldicrs, and permit them to return home, f^aldg^ 
iferved them from his window difperfed over the fieldsi 
judge2\t% caufcj and was fo aflli^led, ^hat his diftein^r in- 
creafedj^d his life was defpaired of. TH14 art of all his phy- 
ficians v^s foiled; upon which the nbbility prevailed on him 
to call in the affiftance of a certain abbot, an empiric, whofe 
impudence and boafling had raifed him to a high degree of 
credit. Hi^ fUal nnflrum was admiiiiftered, and the king 
breathed his lafl, while he was left alone to take that repofe 
which the quack infilled would reftore his health. 

Thus <fied Valdemary^ prince^cfpefled more than any of 
his predeceflbrs for th^ qualities of his mind and perfon, at ihtandeba- 
age of forty-cightjand in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, r4^«r. 
from the death ^^hll aflbciaie. His piety, juftice, pgi^ 
dence, and clemency, rendered him no left the idol, than his 
braveryt condu^l, ar^ fucceft, the admiration of his people 
and of neighbouring Itates. His difpofition was equally fitted 
for war and peace \ but the latter he chofe tp cultivate, and 
never enter^ upon the former but to fupport the honour and 
jdignity of his crown. His conquefls were lefs brilliant, but more 
ufcful and neceflary than thofe of former kings. He fubdu^ 

Rugen, annexed it to his crown, and confirmed the iflanders in 
the true principles of religion, ihe©hriftian fiiith. He over^ 

came 
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SECT. VI. 

Cantainlng all the public Tranfa^tons untjl the Rei^ 
* of Eric V. fumamed P]og>Penning. * • 

I 

C A N U r E VI. 

A s fbon as ctie ^remains of Voldemar were honourably^in* 
terred, Canute^ his fon and fucccflor, repaired to 
lend to hold an ai&mblyof the ftatcs, in order to redrefsi/ho'fe 
grievafces which occahoned the late tumults.- Jo bi^ (other’s 
life-time be had been declared the immediate heirt^t^ith all 
the folemnities of a corohation, that he now entered upon 
the prerogatives of majefty without form or ceremony. 
jfMfzvre- <The province of Schonen ftill perfifted in its difafFeflion^ 
•voA in and was now on the king’s death grown moU lipfolent and 
jkhoaen. licentious. The malcontents were fpirited up to frefli at¬ 
tempts by (bme artful peribns, who encouraged them to wipe 
ofF the difgrace of the late /lefeats t^ey bad fullain^. Abfd- 
the faithful minifter of Voldemar^ applied all the remeoies 
in bis power to bring them to a fenfe their^duty; but in 
vain* Nothing is more blindly obftinatC'ina" provokingly in- 
iblent than a mob, and this the bilhop found; for his good 
offices were returned wkh abufe* and ch^ grofieft inful^; On 
pretence of defending their liberties, they moved the aifembly 
to another place, and met all in arms, as if they were march¬ 
ing againft an enemy. Ahfalm retired to Zealand ; and now 
the fa£lion, having no one to reftratn them whofe authority 
they dreaded, or whofe chara^er they rcfpe^led, broke ou^^ 
into the moft ungovernable and riotous behaviour. They fee 
fire to the boufesof the nobilitj*, feized upon all the place- 
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of ^t» IM «om»cna tn« noffioaipfv 

Oblervlitt tlMtt ih^r 
Mve 110 iMbinijr without 
,.^ ^ JBMli their general; a man 4£i»j'. 
futm^e royal flem» w.aa de^tent in 
and l^^er. Elated* with hit new 

, ^_ |he titic'of )cing» fet up the roya^ 

.U and pcafanU daily flocking to him. 




aiQr«w^'»v —j..—- -j —— ■_ 

cng2.gem^-is^n^onccivaWe. Paflion and prqudJce, 

Void W jc^n and principle^ actuated both; and the 

f 5\fl6ir c8hnc<aions of neighbourhood and friendihip were 
xi the more violent was their animofity now. A battle . 
fought wi^h fuch blind fury, as deprived them of the 
^ power of defiroying eacK other} and after half a day fpent in 
)|he moft tumultuous and irregular figlit wcr known, where . 

Hiiurts and bruifes were given inuead of mortal wounds, Harold rtfuh 

was defeated, the rebels difperfed, and the royalifls left maf- dtfcatei. 
tcrs.l^f the field, with the glory of a bloodlcfs fidory: 

*«BiiT the malcontents foon recovered their fpirits after this 
repul\, and began a fecond time to rgake head, though de-3 
Verted who, in a cowardly manner, had fle^ into 

Swede^UThc approach however of Jtfalepf with a body of 
forces, f^m-educed them t</ordcr: upon which he called an 
alTcmbly, revived fevcral laws- that bad fallen into neglcd, 
obliged the pealants publicly to abjure Harold^ whom theg 
prodaimed king, and .reftorcd the former tranquillity of the 
province. The fbalcontents would indeed have* been more 
feverely handled by CanuUt who now entered the province, 
and propofell giving the digrid of frejlberrtt to be plundered 
by the foldicrs, had not Avalon interpofed in their favour. 

‘Next year Canute rbeeived a folemn ambaffy fiom the cm- A- 
FrederifBai'mxgao coropUmcDting him upon.his ac^r*rV 
ceffion, and defiring the continuance of that alliance which 
. fubfifted.during bis fatber*a reign between the Imperial and^^^^ 
Damjb courts. The fntention, however, of all thefc fpecious gg^ 
profeffions of friendihip, was -no other than to obtain fomcy ^^ a ^ 
concefllons in favour of the Fandalsy and^o per^iadc Cia»«re 
-4d attend thc^ulic council in perfon, as a vaflal of the era- 
^rc- His majefly, penetrating into BarbaroJJa^s views, re¬ 
turned a modeft refufal to. tbefe requefls: upon which the 
^peror lent a reply filled with monaces, and commanding 
*■ him, 


together a body of forces to oppofe 
re ardour e$l>refied by both fides to come 
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hims in a haughty ftrain of atf^liorityv 
having no emd, be fent Sigtfred, and^ 
Canute*^ fifter, to Rofihild-t in ord€> f/6 * 


He excites 
the Van¬ 
dals to a ^ Denmarit promifing 

Wttb _ , _ _ /y_i_j 


Barharojjk 

prince of the PandaU^ (In^ the 
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C^utc**"^ and money. But the Vandal prii^e,«rdreading , 

quences of an open war with fo pou^t a king^f’ 
willing to difobey the emperor, began ill'll ' 


yarimar his uncle, then governor of R' "A, ’ y J”® 

Cmuu. Difap^inted in .his attempt, he 
to quarrel With him. /^rnwiar iminerMa».*,iy t 
baflador to acquaint the king with thefe tranfaitTCTTv. ^ 
gijlaus^ pretending that nothing could be more agre''')btLt:*ia 
him than fubmitting the difputc to the decifton of Canute 
a general diet, fent ambafladors to court to plead his caufi^ 
while he was amufing Canute with negotiations, he privately V 
raifed a great army, ar>d equipped fo powerful a fleet, that he ,( 
fent to acquaint BarbaroJJdy that now he had it in his power ^ 
to oblige Canute to fubmit to the terms his imperial majefly 
ihould chink flt to prefcribc. But his treachery and boa|ting, 
foon received the juft puniftiment, through the vigilar^e of 
/Ibfalon^ that fkilful a^d hardened veteran. No foon/!r was 
the minifter made acquainted with Bugijbus\ pi^^edings" 
than fie publifticd^ai? edi£l, obliging all men within/?he Da^ 
nijb iflands, who had attained a certain age, to afler.tile under 
arms at an appointed rendezvous. The king was abfent in 
yutlandf and the emergency of the occafion would not admit 
ot the delay which would neceflarily attend Vaiting for his 
inftruiftions. A fleet was equipped with anfiizing expedition, 
the troops were embarked, and under fail in queft of the enemy, 
before Bugijlaus imagined ^hat his intention was**difeovered. 
Abfalon Abfalon had difperfed dire^ions among theoflicers of the fleet, 
defeats the regulating the manner of engaging, and exhorting them to 
Vandal ^^erforin their duty, and maintain the ce^lStfon'df their coun¬ 
try, by defeating once more thofe barbarians they had fo often 
vanquiihed. His inftrudlions were ol^yed; he cai^e upon 
Bugijlaus while he lay at anchor, at fome diftance from Ru- 
gen, feafling, caroufing, and waiting for the emperor’s orders 
in what manner tg difpofe of Denmark. He dreamt not of 
Jhfalon's approach, and was attacked, defeated, '*and difperfed - 
before he had time to recolleift himfeif, to ifliie out one' 
fiiigle order, or make the fmalleft (hew of reilftance. 
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y^was (o dnappmnted in his high expeda- 
all thoughts of reducing to the 


»7S 


Vie w<?«gnts c 


A. D. 
1185. 


and receiving the inveftiture 
f the emperor j for this P»n* 

'l2 princV^al objedk whir^ Barbarojfa had 

!!\v contev^t himfelf with this victory: 

attached and took PFolgaJi^ 

. ' feveral btii'»^vC.}s and cities, which he gave up to 

\be'rf/;j';;^byhis\!^;ers. 

'* *^”‘6 **' pcrfon marched into the Vandal 

and laid wafte feveral provinces, without 

* ilT'sIn people indulging themfelves in 

/^*»*|^wu1«ennefs, as if in the midft of profound 

* peaVe defpair. Inflamed with the defire 

of rir* troops defxred to be led from Gratzwin 

/ntO’ '^merania, difregarding all the difficulties of a march 

i^rough a barbarous and mountainous country, while fatiating 
xheir avarice was the objedf. But provifions failing, and- the 
infantry being quite fpent with fatigue, the king brought back sf 
'the army to IVeliin, where, in a &i{jir.' 7 qimi(h, he defeated/ 
Bugiflaus^ and had near taken him ptifoner, at the very tirae-^®^"^' 
ho!,was laying in ambufh for the Danes. This a&ion, accord- 
ingV:o Pontanust happened near the city Camin in the \Jpper 
Saxiy, in coniequence of which Canute laid fiege to it, but 
was j^ei^ented from purfuing it, by the intreaties and fupplica^ 
tions^ i^he prie'fts and other religious perfons, who had'come 
out of t ,e,city to deprecate Jiis wrath. ’ • 

BUGTSLJl/S perceiving nothing but ruin and deftrudlion Bugiflaus 
around him, went in pcrfon to yarimar and Abfakn^ to be^es for 
their interceffiqn with the king to procure him a peace; bjxt*a<x, 
Abjalon imagining his profeffions were not fincpre, replied, 

^that the foldiers were not yet fufficiently rewarded with 
plunder foe the fatigues they had undergone, nor the Vandals 
punifhed enough for thvir perfidy. This anfwcr determined 
Bugifiaus to obtain peace upon any terms, which at length was 
granted, cn^ond||^<^^ha the would pay a prodigious fum of 
money fpecified, as ^ife for bis ill condudt, and indemnifica'' ' 
lion for the expences' of the war ; and that he would hold his 
title of ^uke at the diands of the king of Denmark^ and ac¬ 
knowledge himfelf a vafTal of that cr6wn. This treaty he 
confirmed by boflages ; after which he was fumptuoufly en¬ 
tertained by Ahfalon. Before his departure he performed ho- 
^lage to the king, and proftrated himfelf before him on the 
ground, protefling, that he held all his dominions by the 
bounty and clemency^ Canute^ and was willing to furrender 
them at his pleafurc< This was a* voluntary a^ of humilia¬ 
tion. 
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A. D. them at hi8 pleafure. This was a volun^iy 
11^6. ' tion, which CanuU^ from a fpirit art 

,to prevent, but in vain. ^«^/y 7 (SP«^was a mean 
inlolcnt in profperity, and the ^qu^y ttxjfwA 
derate to the vunquiflicd. I’^aus me 
U^ldemar fo much toil, yS^fure, an^ngj^^we; 
totally fubduej by his fon, and their 
to the crown of Denmark, Bu^iJUtXu dufng 
firm to his engagements, and on his at. .Ih-bjd 
mended it to the guardianr of his childrsi,. Jo..‘‘U^ 
re<Sied by Canute, in the partition of 
A. D. Before the king rcturneu’ to Ri/chfu 
11S7. a great afHux of clergy from all parts of 
JJet form Germany, with the king’s conCent, convok#d e ^yfiod,' 

jT among other oidinations pafl'ed one 

efrtblijbed fame form of divine fcrvicc Aiould be ufed in all tfic‘*p<imT^ 
n churches within the Danifl) dominions, the fame pfalmody 
Daniii) chahtings performed ; and for this jftirpofe certain forms hi 
prayer and public worfhip were drawn up, in which j^bfalon 
was afliAcd by a gniat number of other learned bilhops and 
divines (A). * 

About the beginning of the following year Bugijlaus ^^:d, 
and his dukedo'm was divided between his fons Cafim'nzvA 
Bugijlaus, A frefh conteft likewife arofe between Cawi *§and 
tile emperor Frederic Barbarojja, The emperor fca^. m am- 
bafly f6 invite the k^^ to the celebration of the r^fials of 
his (iftcrand the duke of JSuabia, ivnd to demand th'- ,^mainder 
of her portion which Valdcmnr had promifed, biili hitherto re¬ 
mained unpaid. Canute fufpedling fome treachery, and - 
ct) 1 Ie£ling the fnares laid by Barbarojfa for his father, the lav., 
enemy he had raifed by his intrigues againft hirhfelf, and his 
fevere condud to the duke of Saxony, anfwcrcd the ambaiTa- 
dors, that as to what related to the niiptials, he fhould be glad 
they were celebrated with afl poffibl/'^orap ? but that he muft 
not go upon fuch an occafion out of his own dominions. As 
to the portion, it was unufual, he fa^dy^n^pay t^:e wtiole be- 
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(A) Saxo Grammaticus, a tru¬ 
ly claffical, eloquent, and en¬ 
tertaining hiftorian, c^>ncludes 
his hiftory with the tranfaflions 
of this year, • No waiter has fo 
firongiy characterized the an- 
tient manners of this people, as 
Saxo, who has carefully pre- 
ferved all their tradition fa¬ 


ble', and the very genius of the 
times, iiC his beautiful*’tranfla- 
tions of the longs and narra¬ 
tives of the Danijh bards (the 
only hiliorians of the earlier 
ages) and the martial atchieveK 
,nents of thofc glorious barba¬ 
rians,, who were the ronquerors 
of a part of Europe, 
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iplying With a demand fo extraordi- 
^ fbar9jja was enraged at this coa> 
and'l^nt back the princefst Canute's 
ard viir;jnity, attended however with 
ihe had’^'ved feven years at the itn- 
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tempt 
lifter, 
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Nfi^j^yAr the'cri'^ue’*^V‘® preached up in Germany ; and 
♦he Cif.f>e|^ir^^eizcd **ne fpirit of holy atchievements, dc- 
•fe^'nin^d^oion exp<idition tp the Holy Land, in order to 

of the hands or ^Soladin and the infidels. 
VTiC®^aver\t any;j^ftiir>;*inces dtr.'mg his'Sbfence, he found it 
|*c^ary A'Jie the differences between him and the 

Cburt** of Denmah zims Scxmy. Henry Leo was recalled from Henry 
banifhm£^, ai^fk reftored to a part of iris dominions ; but we Leo recal~ 
any account of the negotiations between him and 
only it is faid in general terms, that the emperor and 
^^rn^terminatedoall their difierences. , 

•> From henceforward until the end of the year 1192, Den-‘ 

P-ijori enjoyed profound peace, notwiCli'''^aodiiig the diifur- 
Pbimees railed by the ambition of Henry £eoy in Hilflein^ and 
the neighbouring continent. Now at length the public repofe 
^as tifoke by the conieils between ^a/dlf;fe>rr,<)i(hop of Slef‘ 

,y)icky uind the king. This prelate was the fon of Canute, Dijp^ei 
' flain b>-;( 'ffien at the pubUw'entertainmer.t he made for him and between 
'.he Rofchild. He now claimef> noti/»^ 

onlyjiis rimoiv;, ifut a fhafe in the regd authority, as the and the 
fon of CunoACy, the grandfon of Magnus, and great grandlbn 
. f kl Nnholas. Perceiving that all his arguments were vain, Slcfwick 
jn' ^fs backed with power, he applied for alfiftance to Adol-h 
i^hus earl of Holjtein, Bernard duke of Saxony, and Otho mar- 
i^ais of Brandenburg,- all of whom agreed to attack Canute by 
land, while the bi(hop‘ invaded his coafts by means of a fleet. 

To render his meafures trftrc fecurr, the prelate went in per- 
fon to Norway, a 1 wit 1 magnificent promifes engaged the 
king, or, as others •»frirm, his '. Hacquin in his caufe, ch- 
taining from him '*fhips of war, well equipped, and 
every way fitted to put to fea. 

BEFOiyE Faldemar entered upon a£lion, he was told it 
would be for his intereft to make an overtbre of referring his 
caufe to the king, and a general d\ec of the ftates. Hence it 
was not doubt(^ but rather than hazard the Irlfs of all his domi¬ 
nions, Canute would confent to a partition of his kingdom ; 
of, at leaft, agree to give tKs^^fHlhop fome honourable and 
lucrative government. T^tefe monitors, befides, hinted the 
inconfrllency of his beyig at the farhe time a king and a 
' ; bilhop. 





btihop. Voldemar imprudentty lenten 
*■ tions, referred his caufe to the diet;^; 
lime feized and imprifoned, wher| -Ae 
of fourteen years, until hewas^^ichari 
by king VaUemqr II. Thus dderV- th 

|hreatened dcftru6lion to C^rMte j thou^__ 

may credit Puntanuu rel^vC, that th^pf^ryp wr 
foner in a fea fight off t«ic coaft “ KF 
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rant of the prelate’s fate, marchedhgflile^Qljcr to the 
frontiers of Denmark ; ani, pitchinr'th6ir can^ 
of the river waif, J the afiival ok Ct^tel’^SLys PeMa^ 

vus ; though we 'atner imagine they exj^lited to cAfiffei' 
on the operations with the bifhop. After th^yi^d w^ted 
feveral days, forage and provifions .grdwinglfcarce, they do- 
termined to return home; all bcfidcs JdolphfUSy. wh'^^ntered 
the Danijh territories, and laid the country wade 
Slefwick. But the news that his allies had actually retre^eqL 
that the biihc' was made prifoner, and, above all, a repulfe 
lie met witn from the king’s forces, obliged him to purch'afe^ 
peace, a> a^reat ^-^^vhee, to prevent their cutting off his lei 
treat. ' > ■ 

Th IS year Philip II. of France^ fent ambadadol'S to Cai^ute, 
to demand in ''marriage his beautiful fiffer Ingeburgd^ failed 
by French writers Gelberga, The propofals were achppted, ' 
•^^^^^our thoufand marks in pure filver pijid down for aibrtion, 
lip]! of equipped'to,conduft her 'all .poKiab pomp 

France.^ into France^ where'* the nuptial^ were CCT'*hc.*»tcd;irhsnd l(tge~ 
hurga proclaimed queen, in the year i]94;*<v>, as ot'iier 
^writers relate, in 1195. This princefs the king divorced the 
divorced. Vollowing year, under a variety of pretences which it would be 
unneceffary to recite in this place; and, ambng^ithers, on ac*, 
count of a foetid breath, which he pleaded, from fome of thf; 
Byzantine writers, was a AifHcient ca;4*ie. Her brother C/7»«r* 
applied to the pope, infidmg, thattP/'j/q) fhould part with the 
wife he had married flnce his feparation from his filler, and 
take back the injured and rcpudiatct^w’^f^ttjiytf, who was 
confined in a ftrong caftle (A). B'«rtne hlftorians 

mention nothing concerning the event of this application to 
his holiiiefs. •" , % 

k. 

(A) One reafon j.iven *0/ fhe was at leaft ten Heps re- 
Philip for repudiating Ifigehurga, moved; and befides, that there 
was their near confan/uinity, had been a breach in the right 
though by the genealogical U ivline, about three generatioifiv 
bie of Poniamts it appears, that bt 'i^e (1). 

(i) fman. /. vi. a^9. 

\ Thk 
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_a rtufter to be^madc oF all the A, D. 

tb^r'arms ^ fan'dominions, and each province to 1195. 

')8 pro'porti&n cf Jfcjpping, every way equipped to put petwr 
ecrijr up?in laion^ The whole f«ice of the Danijh o/Dca- 
V Tiafs^romllpe efti^f^'tte given tohave™^*"^* 

aril UeV.'^t y Ihips ot vi^pr, befides the 
|uu8^'‘•^^leji V viiTals, mbua'wftates, and allies. When ^ 

ready tc^ut to fea, then Canute* 
ftcl^p^s V^hliBn^'att'f king;. onV more .the FaMah and 
(fei/i, wuo hadc^5*''‘^d Chrilf^nity, anili reftored their 
iotsrdhd/yVj ^ids^^lh^^aving fo received the light of 
W^^ofjjcl. fr'jpaji, Stebt^ and cSiltcr towns and ciries, 
p<?nSl their g-tes to a force tflbjfc found “inibgijelk^s unable to 
Tift i and tiMjJs l.’ie enemy were reduced to obediotce as foon 
^Canute appeared. * v 

• Nfi^j^yem he* made an expedition to Livonia, with a view 
o Chriftianity among thefe northe|n Barbarianb, who 

liv yet remained in the ignorance and obfcirity of'paganirm. 
iome’attemplb tb effed this had been madl. V^^ldemar and 
uhers of his prcdeccflbrs ; but for want of f roper rt^ilations* 
j.nong the miftionarieSf they all proved T#s is the • 

'jb&n affignfd by the Dantjh writers for this^xpedit,!^; tho’ 

.ve \ink ,,ir*probable that Canute had _ in vi ew the ffuiting a 
■iop f<* rfie conquefts of the Tetanic kmj;\lis («n order efta- 
lrfifhcJ*'n few years before) wljp'^d alnioft fubdiicd the whole 
pountr)* '' 5 v’fhout regardyijrtne rie^t wl»ch the kings of Den- • 
fnark cl.?PJj)2d .over &<^ral of more •northern proviij^-cs. 
Concernii?‘^t he e.a ?<« of thisjjmair, the hiftoiians are 

/About thenar 1 198, Otho marquis of Brandenburg made » ^ 
m incurfion into Pomerania, and fer/ed upon feveral caftlcsj^ ^ g* 
\nd fortrefles, av^tch he claimed as his property. Canute, on 
t\e contrary, believeft^hem to be his right, and accordingly ^.^cm Ca- 
Jtermined tp regain tm^n by force of arms. Other rcafbns putp and 
lUKewife concurred in UgnKig up this war, and among the o,|,o of 
reft a grudge, which Canute bore the marquis on account of hr.iiid::n- 
the late afliftance he had given to Faldcmar, billiop of .SV,y'-burg, 
lufr/. A flpft was equij^^W, and the command given to Pe¬ 
ter bifhop of Rofchild^ am^^ brother Torbern. I hey were 
'ordered t* enter the ^vct^itjnoiVy while the king took up 
bis refidence in the ifland of to Aferve their r>peta- 

tions, and wait the event. Here twv wck joined by the Po¬ 
meranians, Farf^ls, and MeeklenburgersJ tht fubje(:is or allies 
of Canutii notwithftanding whtdijjhy bifhop was defeated, 
tnade prifoiier, and the DaruAeltiK^ obliged to fly with preci¬ 
pitation to their (hips. Tj^rn was killed m the battle, and 
Mod, Hist. VoL. »KXII. * N the 
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the bifhop kept (or two ycar^> cl^ priftmer,jefcj^g«t Jaft 
by the connivance of the ir^arquis, whb was unwiHineX 


Canute 


tcring 

incurfions intb 

the Vanduh. He laid wq^e a great 
’Jarmaric^ and propofc^gi entering rH'; 
invading the ifland or tb^-’t nav«r';i 
winter ftoppci;j‘’nis progrr ^ 



ade 

\rt^of 
lien^of 
•^and 


In the enfuing fpriry^ 6c««/^,:^v’'*‘n'‘ande^hir%iry nf pe‘« 
obliges /be Ton, and enterinf^^|r»yAfr«j^^a;« *the terrirprics of 
enetny to wade. H; Wn.^ too fccurely encamped for thi^nemy to ven*. 
brg peace, tufc upon attacking him ; and without pafling ficyond thei* '* 
r/rr, he obliged Adolphus to ftie fc. peace. |\itcr this the 
returned to Denrark^ to be prefent at the laft bfc'<^tr'*s of biiii 
queen’s mother, lA^ho died in his abfence. 

The fpringof£the year 1199, wasufhered in by a brewh' 
6f the Ailclphus^ dtfliking the conditions impofed 

upon hjm, had igain rccourfe to arms, and the king conA 
mittcd'ihe care^^. the war to his brother yaldemar. Tiill 
aeunts appeared at the head of an'army, ar^'^y 

Adolphus conduft gavq, prognoftics of his futuK ere' cnefs. 

With inferior forces he Adolphus, engaged ana*^fcated 
a fucerfs- him, v/ilh a dreadful flanghtc. '»f the enemy, Adol^^ him- 
f 'ul cam- felf very narrowly r'icapii'fj^out oJ''‘fie field. all tij.^ 

.^ * ' * or takT firifoners. 


A. D. 

1199. 

Tunig 
Valdcmar 
defeats 


ful 

pMg» 


ILljleluers were cither killt;! 


V 

woun“ 


•(i, 

.i* 


Adolphus took (belter, in wm..*:**'!:'»'.^rhmcll'ately 

invefted by the conqueror, .and taken, the utjWtunatc d’,ike 
elcaping at a poftern gate. Fold mar purfue.»-!^is victory, a.’d 
in a (hort time made himfelf rrafier of all ihe fortified towni 
in Ihljlein, over-ran 'and totally fnbdued tne* principality »f 
Swerin, took Lubec, after a brisk fie^ ^ and, in a word, s i- 
nexed a great part of the German fr'jnuwfcnl to rhe dominio ,s 


of Denmark, 


without fTfeeting 


'^'ith one repulfe during the 


glorious courfe of the two campaigns. 

While Valdetnar was traverfing diefe cou^^ncs, Adolphus 
found means to repofl’els himfelf ^irlamburgh \ liipon which 
the Danijh prince imrriediately r-ilfed the Elbe, and a f&cond 
time laid fiege to this city,^.‘uich \xid not then attained to 
that height of pov'er and / pulence to which it afterwards ar¬ 
rived. The fiege v^as cai^ied on with fuch vigour, that the 
citixens, *difire(l^d provifiens, were obliged to capitulate. 
I'his brought on a c^if^'^ence between Valdemar and Adolphus, 
who waited on the prince in“.! camp. As foon as the inha¬ 
bitants of Dithmarjh, then fervin^under buldsmar, were in¬ 
formed 
Z 



tnat JSJolphus Wj 
JO his tenc^ ki or 
their countr 


^ Denmark; 

camp, thiy rufhed Asrord in 
f to rei^nge the ravages he had com- 
Thei - ..... - 
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fury was fuch, that Valdemar 
fifNs cou4 hardly.^r^rain them from putting him 
».jA.k A* *k:„—^ing it was agreed, that the 

d'Mrg fhould receive Danifl) 
[d be pD}^ wholly into tn^ hands of Valdemar^ he* 
cw^'" 7 T,jt«TlfiPp*^the citi^'^&ould remain in the 
of oertia?, |<^nnn|ltjK^ and property* 

dolphi^ fqon alfthim V^d tofore^. his eng^aments, upon 


he was ieized ano^sw^itted .n^the for^fs of Seburg, 
bi(hop Valdemar was prifo 

,,,This year-died th^ brave, the honeft, ancftll'^ous Abfa* A. D. 

1 gtt a rchbiftop of £«»dlrff|^jhe faithful fervant of the crown, 1201 . 
MrapiRrqn of the people ; the fcourge of his country’s foes. Death and 
uie RT-iiC^r letters, the encouuger of I'llarned men, the cbaraeier 
rewaraer of merit, and, in a word, the grAtcft orilament of?/^.Abfa- 
Denmark. Poflyrity ow§s to him this {^cu.lj^r obligation,^®*** 

|hat he Arft perfuaded Saxo Grammaticus to ^nijertailRiOiis hif- • 
ory, and generoufly countenanced an^^t^orted huh while 
j^was engaged in that work, which will t^ me- 

of bo^ with honour to the moft diftani ages. kAndreas 
Swe^ ch^nceWor of Denmark^ fuccecflC5*^5sfm i^i the archbi- 
S^pricf;,( According to fome ai^’-sdrs, Saxo Grammaticus died 
about ta!x«time, and a fe^ i./ohths^ter Jiis patron ; though, 
j^om the,|ii^nner inuwhi^.'i he fpe^ of Valdemarl. in his{^e* 
face, ^ddi iljfed "to new a^bifliop, we have reafon to 
thiny* he l.^^^Ohiy a few yrars after that prince’s accei&on 
to jme throne\v « 

yVALDEMjfi^zving greatly enlarged the Danijh boun- D, 
oiries by the totaluKludion of Holjieiny Stormary the diflricls 
dA £w^rc and Uambu?^ the country properly and.antiently 
c^ed Nordalbingloy bur^w included under the general name 
^i^oljiiiny alid within t^ limits of that dutchy, together 
with feveral other principalities, dutenies, and earldoms, was 
advifed to ftrengthen his alliances and the royal line by mar- 
lagelt^ j:f0Ci1ker to Otho duke of Brunfwick\ 
m^he nuptials were cewrated at Hamburgh with great 
jiagrulicence, king sw-soding in perfon, andpreliding 

It the enteftainment. fitldemar iWd, for fome years, enjoyed 
:he government of Skfwiek ; and i^w his^ower wasconfide- 
ably encreafed by his corauefts, ail whiejf annexed to 
he dutchy of St^wick* The king returyra to Denmarky and 


1202. 


' Pr*fat^fiift. p. 
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I go Ti^e Htfiory of Mimark.' 

Veatb /w</foon after was feized with a r^/alady'^hich carried hrni 

■■■tir a few days, and fo fuddenly^' that perfens fufpe£^»5^ 
#^Canu»e. was poifoned, though by wRofe means remai^ - * ' - 

fecret. He is celebrated as a^jpjKncc of Igreat» 
ration, extremely chafte and tef;j 5 ;;.>eratc, bipr fMi 
rior. The conquefts uuf7ng hid rei^n ar^ 
attributed to ylbfalon an ^aUema ■ i _!>;|C/ve caD'«y< ^ 
mend the judgmen*-/^ nine^l:'^ 

generals, and'iA..c.ig fq^ ennfe av^'^nfi'cncc ioUhemJ 
withftanding tr * oblo^/ arid ^»,.;uiion of. tljeir pun 
and powerfuip enenyc"^ Ca»uS^ faid to have pafled 
very wholefr.vii*' ».iiu neceflat^ laws during his reign, par^ 
larly one vith rerpecl to murder, by which it 'was ojdai 
that only the pcrfonal efledls of the,.nurdcref fhould be^^onfk.f 
cated, his real eftale defeending to his heirs &hdTelatj.>hs, thftj 
the innocent not be involved in the punimmwt^ii^ the 

guilty. 

L D li M A R IL , 

h 1 P 

Valdc- Imwiediatp:^’ -on the death of Canute his brother, Fal~ 

mar II. demuri ' - .^ited with all the badges of regarauthority. .-fici 

A. D. ‘ .. - - >• 

1203. 



._ \^f^^aldemdh^' • — 

ploits had gained him great reputation, and a^ment^ the 
wealth and power of his country ; and his pjp<^e conduct uac 
fecured to him the efteem and affeiSIions all to whom\e 
W'as perfonally known. ^ • 

With thefe advantages Valdemar upon the govi^n- 

ment of a kingdom, to prefide ovc^hich he was equally 
titled by birth and mcrii. The/dual oath of allegiance Wa; 
taken by the whole kingdom, with uncommon alacrity ; no 



(itry /.itci. 


and the 5(a;cfl»Chroni|^/*^ ^ 

N EXT he ent(ked upojffatrcaty with Adolphus duke of Hoi 
Jli'lui then his prilbner, my which it was ftipulated, that Adol 
'phus fliiHild be«ket V liberiy, provided he renounced all clair 
to the dutchy of the citadels of Hamburgh an 

Laivenburg } for this lafl: dill remained in tli 

haiids ot his adherents. By^i^t means they got poilelfio. 




^himk 


Denmark. 


i8i 



tfwy/^arrifon, we*are not informed { 

'crtcd bjj, Ponianus \ 


after it received a 

a, however, is 

palXng then &nto Schoncuy held a diet, and 
her 6f l^s for the good regulation of the 

it was that was releafcd, after 

rienc of ^ourteei( years,'"^ condition that he would _ 

_ ’ ^ j»*an^>iS?,t o4 ic l^oni/h dominions ; a 7he hijhof 

fentet^, (bon .thi;igate(:| , ihe interceflioii of s^SIef- 


A.D. 

|2o6. 


He 


even 


wick 


re- 


A.l>. 

1208. 


m^^ueen,, qhe biftj^^nd feveraf,'.^f the i!Mility. _ 

i^.?ined, throJgh the nfe ^jne e of friend,•|the means 
lO)g chofen bifhop of BrefUHiVi in luc ^odV of Hartwic^ 
lately deceafed. This eleflion caufed greaf^drSUirbanccs in 
iBremen^ Hamburgh^ andL^heiever the jurifdiditfn of this fee 
extended i but the fleady prudcncc^f furmounted 

all j^tfiaulties, annulled the eledioi^ an j 'got Bmher cholen 
arcKoifhop. 

This year produced Jnfurrei^ions and[^nxult.<; among that 
people called Sujom, inhabiting part oiem with '4 Su/ccieH 
Proper^ and Bothnia^ which communiA>rrJk, and ifs of war 
^ot only ta Denmark, but almott to ail of the 

^Ni^th. Shjercher, at prefen t, fwayed tjp%r 4 ld 4 itei^ confe- 
quence'of an agreement, that tl^c^uciuj of»tne kings Eric 
cknd Charles Ihould alternately reiA. But Charleses ifl’ue get jJhort 
ting poi]\ffion, they eir*:.i 'profc^cd^r flew all the childreti^wnv of 
of Canute, hagi tci£r}i, excepuGriV the youngefl, callc^^ftcr<7^rr 
his ^aridJ^ther.. 7 . his prinjT fled into^Nojway, and there ^ ^wc- 
co!icealeu*^iiiieif during* the perfeciftion carried on againft den. 

Yiis family ; making fltrong'frie'nds among the nobility and m 
people, he no^^eturned home, and laid claim to the crowiv^ 

He fuccecdejl ^happily in alienating the affections of the 
people from Swerem^ that he was already at the head of a 
Alrong party. SwercSK, perceiving the danger, left no ftone 
‘unturned to draw into h^ quarrel. He made-large 

promifes, ided fupplications, fent prelents, and at length pre¬ 
vailed fo far, that Faldemor fent a flrong body of Danes and 
aflilh'll* (A), under the conduCt of Peter, 
Ji^samed the Elders bilnlto of Rofchiid, who had been unfor-> 

•» L. vi.^^297. j 

(A) His firft queen/«M^arj^a mia. The^nuptiaf; were cele- 
dying withoiif ifl'ue, Vuldemar brated/tZ>i/^fr in the year izor;. 

(bon after married Dagmar, means he became con- 

djiughter to the king of ne&^ed with Bebemia (1). 

jr(t) Ponian. /. vi* 

N 3 tunate 



18* fhe Hifiory <?//D«jifnark. 

tunatc in a battle againft ih^Vanda]^.. Joining forces 
Swercher^ they gave battle tO £r/f,i^i^nd after an obi^ 
conflict were totally defeated, ^ith prodteious flaiightj 
number of ofHcers and foidiejs wht-h me Di^$Sk li 


77.^ Da- 

pi fli auxi- 
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Jcat id. 


vidlory^s 
>n theie parts. 
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great, that tins,was the moft ton 
^battle which had ever bee 

SIVERCHER colle^drtecn troo[},<^ 

for Ibmc time agaiuf^ ^'^s'Ern^^ 

to a decilive cw /x v^ent \ p£aii 'Gifilithr,“i'UJ,i.‘xriore *jknfort«' 



A. D. 

1^09. 


already betl/i fufficientiy punilhed for maintaining the unjuil 
cjufe of an jfurper and murdcret^T In this war it wa s fupr< 
pofed, that not thancfiftecn thoufand D< 7 wr,^befid«j 5^^/* 
mianst perifhed. • * «r. , 


Lubcc 
Surut to 


A. D. 
f 210. 


Applied himfelf now to the fortifying his 
frontiers linent, and improving the new acquired 

‘Jominio{>^*^ ,t fide. He demolifhed IVittenburg, and 
greatly kTHh'TV.)^t>nburgh: after which he threw a fine 
bridge / to fouih over the Elbe. But, in the mi^^ 

biirut to thefe/eny,irj'pe»ts^ was intirely burnt cktwn hy^mt 

accide.it, only*five^oul^e'; ofcaping the flames; and thisyart 
of the town’ went, in thit day .^of Pantanus^ by the^name 9 f« 
' ihc Five Houfes. ' \ '''V ** 

Next year Valdetnar wen^jnon an^^et^tioni agaiifft feme' 
pagan nations, inivabiting thc\>anks ofN t.hr A7// Wrft wi^ji a 
view to eflablilli theCfKiffian religion in thofeoffi^rous paVts. 
What fuccefs he met with we know not; h^he was foots 
■ '‘ccallcd, to be prefent at the birth of his eldf^ fon Voldemar 
who was born this year, and at the nuptj^^'of his After with 
king Eric., whom but a little before h^xld as an enemy 19 
the kingdom. ^ 

About this time was% laid the^oundation of the city oi 
Stralfund in Pomerania Royal, oppofite to the ifle of Rugen, 

- Voldemar intended it both ns a fortrefs and commercial town : 

nor were his expeiftations difappointu^f^ for it 
^ quented by the Saxom, and other onions, that it foon roip 

eminence. An attempt wasthe following year by Ca- 
Jtmir and rlo deftr ^9 it; but they were repulfed by 

jarimar and the inhjibitan^ of Rugen, aftifted by a body of 
Danes. 7>his yew the queen, after being delivered of another 
prince named Canutc^yjL, loudly lamented and fincerely ro- 


Stralfund 

f 0 UKdCii% 

• A. D. 




gretted, both by the Ring'" 
the caftic of Drcningholin was 
the ^ueen^s IJland, ' ‘ 


people. In memory of her ■ 
that nam^ importing 

\ 



ome- 
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I the year 1213, Fmdtmar determined upon an expedition A. D. 
nft the Pomeranian^ and with that view arrived in Detain^ ^213. 
of which hi rebuilt, and fortified in the ftrongeft Voldemar 
br iX * • ' gees inf er- 

feut ambaflador%to congratulate-^^,” a^^ainjl 
!k/ i^peror 7^W^m*I>‘''.v.'‘-his acccflion, and procure 
jj^eftituV wp'^^ately conquered in 

Vnl'ii’mnr 

to pa’\ rath^ilian have ' 

>fitive 

was grants ; a fo^^Uhftrui'-ynt« co Terming him in 
mV light, was made out i andtiVa ambahaUu't'^ ^^ifled, after 

* many di/lindfions conferred on them. ^ 

^,»In the mean time the J^emijh forces and fleet Isire making 
yume pr<»refkon the coaft a’i'^merandk^ ^\>^er laying waftc 

* a grea^ pwt or the country, iJ^fi jrged in form, and 

talceit; together with a number of other ;|ities, towns, and 

, fortrefles. Upon this occafion the earl ofSiiww'iaid homage 
.tii Voldemar^ and took an oath, that, whenern witfi'Vquircd 

* it, he Oiould always have a body of for(%f f^s, and i|arch at 

^^.A«comm^. i 

^Z ^^^ RQHER archbiftiop of Bremen dyij/y|r ««. 

■x^nfdfifitaburgh was put in by**D«3«4^^ VA^iiis 
•elc^ion bi^ng difagrecabic to tb' p^)Ie, they fei^ to biu^p Bifputis 

^ afljire him, .1/at, if could procure a prop^^<^^w'« 
t fiifc^io lyi»port hiOR they were ready to rccqivc' 
him a‘'«*^fhei’ arch.b'^<op, and ^uld even join him with ail 
the jiiower could raife, to expel Immediately 

OP* this notice bifliop applied Firritfelf to Otho^ marquis 
Brandenburgs the^^highly offended with king l^aldeinars be- 
caufe his fleet li^rW»;ly taken fome forts which he clfiimcd as 
his right. In confeqXice of this he lent biftiop Voldemar a 
nj/merous corps of aujXtfics. He was likcwiA: affilled by 
Uileos depofeu from the iih^rial thro^ie by the pope, and dc- 
firous of feeking his revenge in this oppofition. Henry Pala¬ 
tine joined in the confederacy, and was the chief inftrument 
\n of Bremen^ and depofing Ger- 

The pqpe and king Vala^'o^ere fired with refentment 
at this tranfa£fion. I'hl one ai^j^ematiMd, and the other 
refolved to punilh Voldemar and th^o^ferfrates by more cf- 
fc^fual means. Equipping a fleet with aljrpoflable expedition, 

.he entered the^/i^, and laid fiege to^tadei the citizens 
iiaving, contrary to their oatl^J aiftgTOTce, received bifiiop 
Voldemar. Henry Palatines/^ihtt to the emperor Othos lay 
at fome diftance with a/Confiderablc oorps, with which he 

N 4 annoyed 


etaK*S5«'.' \ 

Ger- 

•elm.XOiis 
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annoyed the befiegers, and relieved all poiEble means ^ 
garrifon. 

OTHO, the depofed emperor, believing that no^ 
per opportunity offered ot inva^infr Denmam f'Prgetff^i'V 
his obligations <0 king yal(tej mrJ f 4 '^vy>ir^‘ 2 Lxmy^Ti^tiw:\v^ 


A, D. 


cmpcjor Frcdeh-'t the ft/*Tier havinp'-''V*^'- Wm -iJiHiv. a 
fixty, or, as ce, of Jb»^iy thoufand men. Cjjjwj 

]t*avini.>^ a flrf^J^-^^irViIon in llamburghy quitted it with his armj 
in a picrify^atc manner, not chufing to come to an a<Slioj: 
with Valdetm^ ■ and pcrceivijig K»*rilelf deferted by the Gef* 
man princes, his tiaim to the imperial -diadem, 

and retired into d p ivatc Hatton, in which he dted taboul 
three years after. I* 

■ Tiik on before Valdemar had ‘made any greai 

’progruls V ‘r; only Stade received his troops : but ear- 

vakiemar |y in 'ftlv'aded the Lozver Saxony, and fubdued al 

invndf-s co 4 ‘^'' ^ing to Henry Palatine. Nexfl.'e 


ihe J'O'vcr he cl'^'fely invefted, while thegarf!!- 

Saxony. jjj -'‘Jlbh ti^^jpon making si^vigorous refiftance. i ^'ew (frorlki 
w‘fe raifed ’to annoy th^bclit^rs ; but the couraije and -tsb- 
*' ilinacy of the garrifoh an<?t;burghcf^*;wcre at Icr^g-vj fubdue^ 
hyM'ie perfevcrance*of Vald^k^', and'<he‘coiiftqueirf' famine^ 
which obliged them to I'urrend^*- at difertb k*? , alp N- th^f^fs o, 
all their principal ofllctrs^ and incredible hardl^i^ fuflained. 
A. \ Rkturninc; rhen va'Denmark, he held ;?^fgeneral dieter 
*217.‘’ the ifland of Samfoe, at which his (on ]^*^^dcmar was una. 
nimoufly chofen fuccefl'or to the thron^-^ Vhcnce he paffec 
into ''fiitland, where the general diet vfA no Icfs unanimous in 
granting him whatever he required ;'^and, to crown the feli^ 
city of the year, his thkd qiitcrflierengaria brought hinf z 
young fon, whom they baptized by the name of Eric. 


A. D. 
121 B. 


The following 


proclaimed king, 


Valde- 
marV cx- 
pediiien to 
luivonia. 


I year this young prince wa^rowncf* and 
by the name of IIirro-ouv"iaic*V 7 

difpures about the fucceffion. T*^'coronation was perforo"'^ 
zi Siefwick. in prefence of y^Hnity of people of<-alI ranks, 
who flocked from kvery qu^cer of the kingdom to behold th« 
folemnity. T ^ 

About this WeM^aldLUiar received advice, that theZ/* 
voniam, afiifled by A' Iufcovites» Lithuanians, and othei 
northern barbarous nations, driven from their habitation; 
ail thofc who had embraced Cmlflianity, and taken an oath 
of allcgtancc to the crown of Denml^. Fitting out a power- 

"lul 
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fleet, lie immediat^ fet fail for that country, with a re* 
ution to punifh th^ infraction of the treaty fubfiiling be* * 

1 the two nau<^. He was no fooner landed in Livonia ^ 
his tro^ were fei^d with a panic, at the fight of fuch 

as they faw aii'embled on the 
tinh ff^faid ift?*."-'"'- king himfelf was fomewhat 
^ fpcClacle as a prodigious 

i.i '^ihs, V,' wf^bling wild beads than 

lmlliuman\(pcci«>i but, encourag ed by*..» ^^ifliops of Lunden 

him of. victory r^iile he was tight* 
lUBg the caufe of Chriji^ liv jrrjadc a i'v^rt fpec.^'^ to the foldiers, 
ordered public j^yers to be*'read bciWt^’’^.'’V ranks, and 
then marched with intrepidity againd the ene.^Ay. After a 
Warm conflict theflandard was lod/^^a” circumdance 
thatiiiipiri^pd the troops, tj^d^^ma'^jf^.....ri give wayj until 
hc^efTf fays Pontanus, was' pieatea ^ lend down another 
dandard. Upon this they rallied, attacked the confederatr^^-j,^^,^ 
barbarians with adonifhiiig refolution, and'-c'^twithdandiDg 
tfieir prodigious numbers, overthrew them with'dncrediblb covites 
(laughter. The hidorians of thefe ^r.*i|s, and iTter x)^cm and ihelfr 
Pontanu^ii^^^ie. a variety of marvellous/.IftSifnSat* '^s which «(//«. . 
StieiiHS (atTHfl AmoiQgothc^ 

63Jtop.y. retired durii^^iijpCtm^^ rtfadjaebstf hill, 

where, L'.th uplifted hands nc ^lured forth ^ra’yers ^the 
Pi\TM^rm0iw^aldemar\ luccefs,' While his hands were 
up to J^ven, and t^e ferven^ of prayrt’ continued, tho*ene* 
my tond ntlv 2" - way; bijlT on the lAd remiflion of the 
biihop’s aV';otion, they in" their^turnyi^uflied the Danes ; both 
armies fluctuating backward an^Torward, like the waves,^ 
fays our*hidori.'(ii, on the fea-iliore, according to the prelate>’a 
fervour and ac^ ikpetitioning the Supreme Being **. 

This fignal viaVy was obtained near the fortrels of Val- 
demar^ fo. called front' Voldemar^ in memory of this glorious 
'Invent, by which the go'^pel was aonce more redored among 
this rude and ignorant people (A). 

JIow potent and flourifliing the kingdom of Denmark wa? 
fc.V-fiiiS?Ilhe/ appears f 'fhi a kind of edimate of the revenues 
fifing from the tributa.-^nrovinces, or thofe countries con- 


w * 

” Pontan. 1. 'd, p. yjg 


(A) We wjjl not fpend time 
with Pontanus in examining into 
the truth of the celeftial ftpr 
dard, and the efleCls c!^<^-**the 
bKhop’s nraven : thcfn' are the 


% / 

traditi/ns f>f ignorance, and 
pioKs frauds of the churchmen, 
whTcK' it would be unncceflary 
to expofe in this more enligh¬ 
tened age. 


quere4 ^ 
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j quered hy Voldemar ^ and of the lland^og forces of the who|( 

I'his curious account PiLtanus extraded frw 
^MjcZe fVitfcld^ a writer of thefe days, who C(^iied it exadly f>|^ 
parchment regifter kept by Nicholas Milde'^ a I'oi^f ftewwjWs 
Voldemar, Fropi the provinces 
hfts of oats, twenty-four and n^rS 

of wheat 
nine of 
hundred hogs 


end force 
»/ Den¬ 
mark. 



was the certain 
fum from adve 
taxes on 
tingencics 


^"•Venue j fo which 

III auvci t ‘’ious cittdmftat KQStf ^nuch as hires, forfeitures, 
n law^^^^.iti'plcadingsfwith a variety of othei con¬ 
ics ; jfhe whole amounting to an hundred thoufand 
marks a daj^, or twenty-three mil^ons feven hundred and 
thirty thoufand ^,^’r ann. f. nmi fcarce credible ip thefe 

days, and which obkYTF'urVo think, that we haw* "either 
. -taken the mark at too high a value, or that JVitjAd's regitlcr 
greatly cxagge*^res the account , 

' WiTf^Vns revenue were kept for conilant fcrvice fourteen 
• hundred fgreat ar^f^jall /hips for the king’s u/e, each of 

which, catried one hundred and;'*yenty-one 

foldicrs, Vfi ^.^*he;total of fiandmg forcoi, beUiiv;s »^riifons; 
amouy '^o oi^?digi^LuTu“afiil fvt*'y'nine thoufand lou; 
figh*^/ng men?' Such was %e'p^,odigious wealth and boteno^ 
o^’Afiis kingdom in thcrrcig^f PoldmarW. if wc to cre¬ 
dit ttp accounts of cocemporal^wrilers ;^nd 5'ct wc iMuft ob- 
ferve, that at this <ime it wa^^reatly faUen fromitslo.mer 
fplendor, when the crot*^s of England^ SivJacn^^jM Norway^ 
t were annexed to that of JA’cnmark (B). 

^ From tlie year 1218 to the prefent yeap; nothing mc- 
1223. morable happened, befides a remarkable ^Smej, which our 
author calls a malignant liar, that forcb^^d many calamities 
to the North, in which quarter it appe? The rife of thefe 
is varioufly related ; Crantz^s fays, tiiat IJenry earrof Siverio,* 
whom we have called Henry Palatine, dcfiruus of efFecling a 
perfect reconciliation with Voldemar, obtained a pafTport, ^nd 
W'ent to wait on the king at RoJchild^j^dX ValdeM 09 i^„.;.£.l‘^/ 
terms which he deemed too hard aj|^unrealbnablc, he tqo^ 
the rcfolution of putting him lp.Kreath, or fpiriting ^im oflF^ 
for whigh purpofe he had kep^velTel, ?eady to hoill fail at a 

'^PoVtan; J. vi. p. 306, 

(B) This eftimate wasK^^de plicit faith in it, though wa 
in the year 1221, and is m fo it fo curious as to deferve 

extraordinary a nature, that we a piHp in our hiilory, 
cannot expert the reader’s. jm« 

ininute*|^ 



The 

iHitc's ^ming; that 
met on his return, 
in the fields,^ 
e treaCttf rous | 
nd^«jpif^in£ 
my , 


y"of Denmark. ,8^ 

^is majefty, bein^ one day hunting, « .. 

^y Henryt whom he invited to hts tent, 
fox a rural refrcftiment, which opponu- 
juef| feiaed of carrying him away, gagged 
llJ/4>«Viryfl>ip, aod/jilinj ftratt to 
^ .••anAlanly, thai, ihrlt expoling this great prince 
lu^ic dVi^n, he Hiut liim up^''> prifoner in the caille of 

*'MTFE'LD taOigns a dif^er'ent caui*'f^^^/If»ry*$ refent- 
L«5, jihrt.going on a Mgrimage to tho 
HmyLand, leffliis beauti/ul wife aii^ childr'^^under the pro- 
te 6 lion and care of Faldeniifi^. The ? Vw a widower, 

^was ftruck with the peribnal qualities of Henry% ^jfe, and ac- 
^ tordingly debauched her 



; however, Pantanus a<^gns a variety 
of reaibns why greater creJ-^^ is due^tr* *^„,Urfmer relation, 
In thisn^nl^ement the great ^ continued for thtcc 

ing to the molf authentic documents of tbefc 


accoi 


yeaff, 

times i thoulh, from a monody quoted by Ponjtanus, his im 
' prtfonment would feem to have lafled for upwai J-' of eigKf 
years. AllKhis time Denmark was in tine (rp^ diftraited fitua 


' ^ion. VaiA 

• Hpypehetv 
l({^ed. '^he 
.but than 


was 


beloved zxilT.rk 


was equally 

hav«^*Ieafed him byfor.'r,?- 
’uelty of futn' nysluri 

higheft ranibms w^ offered ftjfhi 


his 

not 


treacherous prince was 


"t^e^et by 
* V^ney 
ure^e fol- 
his li^iy 5 
^cxojable. At length ?n5 


^biihopSf^oi^lity,' and people. Joined with one voice in geci- 
tioniiig^the interceflion of tl^'^emperor F%ederick If. A diet 
of the imp^riy itates met of cronfequence; and Valdetnar might 
have been It- |it liberty, if he cTfoKir-Kavc been brought to re- 
linquilh Ijis late .^gnquefts. But to this he would give no ear: 
his life, he faid,*v^ only valuable while it was uleful to his 
people; and ffiould^e confent to part with conquers which 
had cod fo much bloud and treafure, his fubjei^s would have 
jittle reafon' to wifli for 'iis liberty^ at the price of fuch ati 
indignity to the crown of Denmark. At length, however, 
this noble obftinacy was overcome by the intreaties of his fub- 
.‘.'^l'*^,,,;lfhila'ren, who reprefemed the calamitous ftatc of the 
^^p gdom j ^be opportunu’.;^ offered to ambition and trealbn ; 
the Ioffes confequent on th^Vi?c^ncy of the throne, infinitely 
more pernicious to the*people t.'jdn the fevered terms the ene¬ 
my could impofe ; with a variet^f otlutr arguments, which 
operated op the mjnd of this great prin/c, j)ecaufe they had 
the appearanc? of public good. The terms were hard, butyj^^^ ^ 
they were thp bed that pould be procured. Vaidemar was fet / 

at liberty for a prodigious ranfom in money, for telinquidiing^^y^^ 
Swfrin, ^amL/trgb, ^d pth?r towns and for- 

tr?ffcii 
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trends on either fide the Elbe ; andHf^ftly, tor iwearing itp; 
lemniy to maintain this compulfive <tontra£l, and nevei^ 
enter on any meafures to punifh Henrf^ or any of thc^^Wf/ 
princes who had fo treacherouAy combined aga/l^ift him. 
treaty was figned on the twe nty- 
jng to Pontanus ; after whicJfrRekJng returriCd^hKne 
fulate, enraged, but mom^than e\ ^m wed bf his 
who now became the fcblj4*xty-4j^lMs 

virtues, by this|litV'if adverfity. -• -t • 

Previous t^ie king’s releafe, thc'I<«ds*f*thoffiaft6ftiQ:i 
whieh he hada^Viqucre*^ before »lnce the late king’s death, 
were bufied i^^’i^covering their rights, which they had com¬ 
pletely effeited before they ventured to fee him at .libertyi 
Albert earl Qrlemund, Voldemar*^ lieutenant in thefe parts, 
endeavoured tc)"*«i^-^'y/^lhcm.' lihd for that purpofe raifed s 
number of forces, w^Ti ’WnTih he gave battle to* tht'*eqemy, 
but with a fortune no way proportioned to his :4al and nde- 
lity. After thk victory they eafily recovered the whole coun¬ 
try they >/ad loft, and obtained an oath of allegia'nce from th( 
inhabitai^ts. t ^ 

Such vy^i.'.lTc'T’uation of the Danijh provinr/^i-*^ Germart^ 
at this m'.jv rr^*fo’ftuui!i ••i‘'>(5t'at'm] 

'^end-^ **l'he^ .hecFcrs., ni^V**’;fh the imaginary'lfeb^^niwJ*icf 
th '^neighhouring flaies ihd recovered, entered up^^h & fa^rei 
^ ilrgotiation with the empeSj^ Frederick^ about rlucauj^ng off th< 
Da if}) yoke. Theh meafur^were taken fd prudeif^'-ly, thai 
the citadel was fciAed, and xh^^anijh garrifo g^m ade prtfoners. 
before they had the lea^ intimation of the in<y*:tion of tht 
citizens, who aflembled hnefer pretence of chr\ing new ma- 
giftrates on the ufual day. In order to pr»ce£t them againf 
the confequcncts of this revolt, they had'?ft\l ftgned a treatj 
of alliance with Albert of Saxony, and^all the neighbouring 
princes, who engaged in this confedrl^acy at the inftance 01 
the emperor, then upon Had term^'with Faldemar^ and cage: 
to extend the influence of the imperial crown. All thefe cir- 
cumftances, together with the difputed election of Nhhoh 
Stigoth, chofen bifliop of Rofehiid. much agamft 
inclination, determined him to V Jk. about for means to^iX 
engage himfelf from thefe tiof ■'Xfid incumbrances, fo irkfomi 
to a prince of his fpirit. The Ynethod in which he had been fpi 
rited-away into cap.^ivity j/as infamous ; the conditions upoi 
which hewas reK:aftd, oppreflive ; the oath he had taken no 
Co feek revenge, altogether compulflvc ; the rWolt of the Lu 
beckers, a frefti provocation ; and this election of the biflio] 
of Rofchildy a flagrant indignity and open defiance of his au 
tbority- Without having recourfe t(\ what was thought thi 

fuprcmi 
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|£reme power, inveftf J by the Almighty! in the pope, to 
^olve from oaths an^ engagements, it would be no difficult 
^;fir to acquit ValSmar upon the principles of rcafon, for a 
of acbotra£t lO iniquitous and ihamcful. This at lead 
iaM^*^at a^'CaPiincc was excufajjlc for an infrac* 
of a^*bl^7uii Treaty, coiinimed by oath, Voldemar's con- 
(s/i jinay'certainly, admit of foiVp palliation. He appliefl 
was abfi*fvca'r*'?’,v ’••’•s ;jo:ements, raifed a gicat 
limy, and ^ntcrad Holjiein with all the *• j' *?fmcnt of a prince 
^injured.. ,^eii.ing upon Idjhoa^ and ;per places in this 
lutchy, he gave them up,to be pluVJered bj **he foldiers, and 
hen laid th^ in afhes. Leading his army f .'Ic to Bornholm^ 
le was met by the biftiop of Luhecy the arc^i^op of Bre- 
nm, Albert ^\xVc of Saxony, the duke of Ho'^lein, the earls 
jf Swerin, Oldenburg, zi^-\^Ucklenbv^^ feveral other 

aerjjfiaarj^TiACts, at the head oi a'piv pgious army. A battle 
A^a^ fought^ith incredible fury, and wiih fuch terrible ilaugh-r. 
ter on bothVtdes, that the (hields and helmets of the foldiers, 

:6 ufe anKxprcffion of our author, floated in ul ■’od. I'he Valdemar 
;vent wasmong doubtful, until AoM'/.^rr.unhappilyVeceivcd defecOgi, 
wound .ipglbe eye, which foiced him to field. His 

troopsprefence eff tb'!.-'y;4^rch, gave 
w«y, a total rout Ci:4v'^,**chief^ o\i'*jrg tt>'^^roog 

WMefi5r2| ment of frefh troops, yhich the L^Aetchen R^ght 
up to fw^'^rr.the enemy. '* • ;» 

In /his unloVtunate engage^nent Vairkm^ir loft an cy^; li^^ • 
befV troops were deftroyed,^^ his moft*expcrienccd generals 
killed or tal^en prifoners; buPle was''not difmayed. On the 
contrary, he ^'•eturned to Denmark', cbllciSled his fcattered army^ 
and be^n ma.;^g new levies with fo much vigour, that h f 
next fpring the field with a more formidable power 

than before. Bot^^afmies encamped on the opp6fite fidcs of 
the Elbe ; but the rcircmBbance of the laft battle made them 
equally dread a frefh trial of cQurage. Valdemar laid fiege 
again to Idjboa ; but the enemy’s approach obliged him to 
rcHnquifti it. He then entered the country of Dithmwjh, 

.‘.•'iwliS'he laid wafle, rendered a perfect defart. Rciurn- 
jng then through thQ .Woriheyn Hol/lein, he fet fire to the 
whole,country, and rctl'rc^ to Denmark, with intention to 
augooent his power, *and end .-he war by fomc dccifive ftroke. 

During his abfence, Aiben^i Sa>.ony feized upon .Ratz,- Lawen- 
hurg and Molna, and laid fiege to Lajue^urg, which the gar- burg yjrr- 
rifon defended with fuch obftinacy, that duke Albert wzs renders to 
forced to enter upon a negotiation with them. He propofed, the eneny^ 
therefore, fetting Albert eail of Orlemund at liberty, who was 
for many years detained a prifoner- in Siverin^ provided they 

would 
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would furrender thO town j but the brave gariifon Wtild 
. cept oF no terms without the confent qi* their king ; and 
that purpofe Tent to Voldemar for iniFrud^ns^ The king 
eager to procure the rcleafe of ear) Albeit \ h^was likl 
apprehenftve that the garrifon could |/o| b{dd duLyq^ 
in a condition to relieve thcpw^Jt was tnere^e bis at ^ 
that they ihould capitulate on the beft terms i^ their 
Accordingly Laxuenburtrjd^s nwenj^.'T.t.d^'^he garj^ifbn 
out with military ijn^^urs, and Albert of Or^^n^ was fv( ft 
liberty, after a l^g iinprifonment, in vyhich h-' 
with the moft Cfl^l feverity (A). ^ 

After chis^ anfaffAion Voldemar would feem to havedropt 
all intention of purfuing revenge. For the two fucceeding 
years, we find ^o warlike preparations going on ; nor yet was 
there any treat;*.’^! an foot for p/'.^encral peace. It is pof- 
Valdemar ftble that the unfortunate d»f;'.h.^f his Ion Voldcmd\ (hot ac- 
kiUedbyan ddentally at a party of' hunting, might have brok 5 h'*** ref^u- 
aectdenu indeed, this is the caufe aferibed t v hifiorians 

fpr his indolence, though it did not happen until thLyear I23r< 
As foon as the pub'ic grief was in fome meafl re (ubftded 
for the deathj^^^ jTyince fo amiable as the young^^/dlfwar, a 
diet afleml^Ieu >y;^3^ng the fuccefli^v;** vfy*‘ a«sL^J;s tha' 

fecond fifii, cBofct. unphuinous conlent p-v^i^his 
ronad^n perr^^fmed with Aic fame fulcmnities obAkvw'i.]!^ 
t^Jiof his brother. lmn\diately upon this proviy pn was 
r..ade for all the other malc^hildren, bythem 
certairt government^, with a ^!nd of fupreme autnority* 
Abel^ the fecond fon, was creat£.d duke of Southern Jut- 
landy and Canute^ the third-fon, held Bleking w^n the fame 
^jtles and authority. No fuoncr was Abel injfiilled with the 
enfigns of his place, than he began aflidufitaly to cultivate 
the friendihip of Athlphus duke of Holuein, by marrying 
his daughter, without any regard to the injuries he had 
done his father, and the quarrel f'.bfifling between them. 
Ambition was the motive*for this alliance : he refented 
the preference given to his brother Eric, and refolved to 


Hh fon 


(A) To this Albert it was Hbert^% though wth little re^ 
that the king had given the go- fon.-vts Hamburgh has fince been 
vernment of Hamburgh which forced te acknowledge"the fo- 
city he fold to the in^bitants ^vereignty of the dukes of Hol^ 
when he found himfelf qeferte'.* Jlein. Befides, it may be urged, 
by the Demesf and hftrd preffed that Albert had np right to dif- 
by the duke of Holfiein. This pofe of a city of which he was 
event they call tlie a:ra of their only governor (l). 

(i) Pm, I, VI. 


fbrengtben 



f^^S/DetiAiark. 

Mngthen l)is owif intereft, with a view to^claioi the crowrt at 
father’s deceafe. Eric and his friends were aware of his ^ 
faefigns, and, in ordpr to counteract them, propofals of mar* 
jna|e u^'ere n\ade to 'daughter of the duke of Saxony, to whom * 
was manjed in the year 1237 (A). Either marriage was 
to FaUemar,^*^e fathers of boA ladies having 
?k<ng been hi’; bittereit enemies ; and he prognoAicated the ef* 
which muft nw^Aarity attend alliances lb unnatural, 
however, to the 'Lubecktrt ni;de him enter into a 
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mxh 4 dolf)us, who had quarrelled with them. The Lubec 
.king_not'only, reinforced him with a ftreng t>ody of land- 
forces, but like wife fent a fleet up the Trave, blocked up the 
mouth of the river with Arong chains ainl booms to prevent 
any fuccoui% being fent into the city, and engaged Jdolphm to 
lay clofe fiege to if bj-lard, while his fleet efted it on the 
fide of the .river, 't'he partfrul^rs of nis fiege we know not, 
only that Lubeckers, finding themfelvcs hard prefi'ed fur 
want q^’'^r]k'ifions, were bufled in altering the channel of the 
river, whci^a large fleet of their merchantmen arriving fea^ 
fonably wici a faU wind, broke the chains, fuppticd the gar- 
i rifon, and,lvas probably the occafion o\ rr^fing the fiege; al¬ 
though the'T«|grV2r'hJft.o““*^s aferibe it to ldf«e*other views, 

MTppn wl'.xchjf^^pleiefdaf' Mfi '^dolphus Ktirid. VVwat'^’^hefe de- 
fifi.is are not told; thbugh we are lett loom tbdCon- 

j^«asiie,Uhat a war which happeced between 
Nonvap'>ii!j\j\ji this time, was the dccafion of Faldemarh\. 
wiihdrs.wing his forces. But jf this war wc neither knoW the 
caufe, the particulars, or ths event, y' ^ * 

King Eric, in his Annals of Denmark, takes notice of a ,a. D 
great war carried on by Voldemar this year in Livonia, in ''1230. 
which a prodigir^s army of Mufeovites was defeated, a number ^ 
of towns taken, an^ almoft the w’hole country fubdued under 
the dominion of the crown of Denmark, I'he royal writer is, 
however, fo concife in hi| relations, that we know little more 
than that there was a war, which* terminated fortunately to 
Voldemar. 


Having put an end to thefe foreign tumults, which had 
1^'drained the kingdom of men and money, the king now ap¬ 
plied himfelf to the framing of laws, encouraging induflry. 


• • 

(A) The abbot of Stade caWo King Erido Chronicle, which 
this lady a daughter of the miiifl be deemed the mod un¬ 
duke of Anhalt^ Some other doubted authority, ‘alTerts that 
writers fay, fhe was daughter fhe was daughter to Albert of 
to the duke of ; but Saxoty 


[i) Pontan, f. 31S. 
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and eaOng the fubjc;^ from the weight of P.te heavy taxes 1$^.. 
ceilarily impofed to fupport the honour of the crown, and 
indignities put on the whole kingdom. For t)iis purpofq a 
general diet was held at Verdenburg^ ana'ja new body bf la^^ 
‘ framed out of the imperial, civil, and canon laws, eacH 'c^l 
which had before been ufed in di^^nt parts o^^theitirgdojpa.f* 
Upon this occafion were fettled the rights of the prince 
people, and all circumftances cnmixrJ, civil, and ecclefiafti* 
cal; fo that from this time we may dale the origilFbf (hat 
conftitution, which fubfifted until the great H’evolution id the 
year 1665. It muft be efteemed very extraordinary, confi-* 
dering the importance of this body of laws, that no writer 
has preferved a>copy of them, or even related their contents 
in a fummary way ; and that they (hould have fr'isfied- them- . 
felves with acquainting pofl:erityj*-al-th'’y-w»«/ie wife, whole- 
fome, and a greater ornament tSVaUemar than •’ll the noble 
tranfadlions of his reign. Such is the manner if which they 
fkim over the mod remarkable and important « veM^ in the 
fifinals of this country, probably for no other ref on than the ^ 
trouble w'hich would attend confulting the rriginy' archives. 

FALDEMAJ^hnii now attained an sj-vanct;*' age. He 
had feen (lisTC^ngdom raifed to the hip’ljcjfii^c|y^)f glory and 
poweryjAfbjjgh his d-vn merit ;^^liad^f2:^n into the 

dee^'/>c diftrtl'^', from an aocident which only al xedfe *• his p"r- 
.ig*- ; but that fully demonftrated of what important^: *•- 

Lues were to the good'of the nation ; and now he fa/^ it again 
rcllored to peaces tranquillity, good order, and feli.'ity, by 
means of his prudence, diferetion, and moderation. Thus 
fatiated with efteem, glory, and worldly grandeur, this great 
prince refigned his lait breath in the month of y^r/ 7 , 1241, 
leaving his unhappy people a prey to the aipbitlous* and un¬ 
natural contentions of his children. ' ' 


SECT. VII. 

Containing the TranfaSlions cf Denmark down ,. ta 

the Tear 

ERIC V. furnamed P L 0 & - P E NNING. 

N O fooner w:rc the laft obfequies paid to the memory of 
the late glorious monarch, than his fonEric, Tome years 
before chofen hi.s fuccelTor, mounted the throne at the age of 
tvventy-Hve. Canute^ his brother, by the fame father, was at 
3 this 
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governor and duke of BUiing he Toon poflefled 
^atandy and in time acquired the power and title of djkcof^^i&<r«w 7 
^Iftria, Ahdf his full brother, was duke of Slefwick and all Jivi^ons 
' Swtb JupMhd; and CtSkiflspher bf Faljire, Bcfides thefc pro- 
i^nce^ each of the brothers had their feparate fortunes af- mark, 
'^igni^dLtitftn, iildependciit of each other; a'regulation the 
erroneous of Faldemar*s reign, though intended for the. 
niutuai good c»f all his,children, among whom he endeavoured 
to lharc h“is affcaign equally. Each pofleffing a fovereign in¬ 
dependency, a rivalfliip enfued. It made room for intrigue; 
and all the engines of ambition, which foon fupprcflfed every 
emotion of brotherly loVe. AM, even in his father’s life¬ 
-time, wholly eftranged himfelf from his family, and united 
^ofcly with his wife’s friends, the rtioft inveterate foes of his 
own bl ood. ’ • 

What firA gave occafion for an open rupture was a de- rrar com- 
fign Eric let In foot to recover all that country north of the 
JilM : 1 y extorted from his father in exchange for his ’A. D. 

f erty. HoVein was comprehended in this diftriil:; and, 

being ijbt or^^y the fon-in-law oi^dolphus IV. of Hoi- 
m, but thA'uar&li of his children, fince that prince's fc- 
“'•ireat into a -^^^ught himfelf obliged, in honour 

•and intcreft;,^/*defcnJ their lights. Wi^h this view ^ ftruck 
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turc. Crantzim, indeed, contrary to--the tcltimony of all 
other writers, 'feems to lay the blame on Eric ; for he aferibes 
the fubfequent war to the violence ufed againft the Lubeckers, 
who were liOiing^r the coafts of Zealand, whither they were 
carried prifone?s“ and detained. To revenge this infult, he 
relates, that Abel fitted out a fquadron, with which he* at¬ 
tacked Haffnia (now Copenhagen), and, after demolifiiing it, 
retired with a great booty. Pontanus, however, with more 
rcafon, attributes the whole to the ambition of Abel, and the 
inftigation of his wife’s friends: an account perfcaiy con¬ 
fident with the characters of both princes ; for nothing could 
be more moderate, jud, and prudent, than the whole con- 
dua of Aic, or more ^he reverfe of this than the meafurca 

of the hot-headed Abel. 

ERIC, finding his brother deal* to all j^is remondranccs, 
Iraifed an army? equipped a fleet, and landed his men near 
the promontory of Eldenez. Nor was Abel \eC 9 vigilant; for 
here he met him with a power not inferior. Both arroi« 
were ready to come to an aaion, had jiot fonac mutual friends 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXIL O inter- 
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Aptace intcrpofed, and by their good offices happily effe£led a con^ 
ceLlua'fJ* TpTomiCe for that time» on this condition, that the younft 
iiiwern r princes of Holjiein Ihould be brought h ^me from PmriSf and*^ 
Eric a/iil the management of their own anairs Committed to t||em«.; 
Abtl. All the allies on«either fide were comprehended, in thJa,treaty^ 
^nd the fore, which had for years difunited the diffcrenbtArty ‘ 
of Valdmar*s kingdom, was fuddenly«(kinned oyer by the art 
of ftate-empirics, who had neither honeft) nor ability pfbbe it 
to the bottom, and remove the original caufiFof the-diforder. 

The young princes of Holjiein being now returned home^ 
to the great joy of their fubje^s, the guardianfhip was taken 
out of AbeN fiends; yet, though this bone of contention be> 
tween him and Eric was taken away, there occurred another 
^ D. handle of difpute. Eric dcmanded_bjcipi^gc.f»-the dutchy of 
1244. SUfxvuk, which Abel pofitively rcfufed, claiming it^-s* an in- 
If'ur re- dependent fovereignty. Hoftilities commenced won this, ana 
ttiivtelbe-'perpetual incurfions were made into each othee’sr-'j’ritories^ 
t'tveea (be' SJpjivick was invaded by the elder brother, anothe JV/'ungf* 
bro/hn. retaliated by making defeents on iho Dani/h''fizoAs : Tju' 
before the end of the year this irregular aiid pira ical war wa 
terminated by the interpofition of feme med;^ofs, who we/e 
well difyoud to both^arties. 

I’p^as ab^'iut the clofcof the year 1246, that i!l^’-/Wef^b'ed 
tq/cvengc tBe infults which the Luheckers had <^.M*ted 
V,gainft his father and himfclf. As they were n^ comp?'' • 

' jjgnjej In Jatg tfeaty between him and Abel^ heVn'auP'bo 
formal declaration^ his intention ; but ordered their fliips to 
be feized wherever they W'erc found, and fent ^ fquadron up 
the Trave to block up the city, and ruin their commerce. 
T^he Lu- Thefe merchants, m their turn, made defeents on the coafts 
beckers of Denmark ; and having the addrefs to,engagc the princes of 
make de- Holfiein and archbiiliop of Bremen in their quarrel, brought 
feem on jQ think of a peace before any decifive blow was ftruck, 

Denmark, monarch not clrufing to involve himfelf in another 

quarrel with ihoGerman princes. 

No fooner had he terminated this quarrel than the difpute 
with Abel was renewed. Canute'^ ‘Chrijiopher^ the two 
younger brethren, joined with Abel in remfing homage to 
Ericy and he, in his turn, iiirifiing uppn it, both fiies had rco 
coiirib to arms. Abel iiril commenced hoftilities by making a 
defeent in Fioniti, horrungJOthoniay the capital of the ifland, 
and feizing upon Saneburgy which he clainjed as his right, 
A. D. accordingly garrifoiied with a ftrong body of troops. Eric 
arriving foon after with his army before the place, took it, 
laying the whole in aihes. Afterwards making a defeent in 
ftiljlriay and the dominions of Chriflopher^ he obliged him 

acknovT'r 
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4 cknow 1 e^ge his fovereignty. This advantage was fuccecdei 
by another; for he took Canute prifoner, and confined him in* 

• the caile of Stigen^ from whence he was delivered by ihe^ 

Lulffck flept, which took and deftroyed the fortreis. 

an<^ his alTociates carried on the,war by fca with 
grWwi^ur; while the king, calling in the Fcrn'Icils as auxi¬ 
liaries, entwed HoWemy took Oldenjloa^ and obtained a vail 
booty; - Canute ^^ad^hrijiopher leized upon all South Jutland \ 
and*then^ invefting the city of Rtpetiy foon became rnaikrs 
•both'of it .and the citadel, making Efthil the bifliop with all 
his children prifoners. Ericy on the other hand, got poiuT- 
iton of Laalandy Fal/iriay and all the other territories of Cbrjf^ 

, tephery. who broke his engagenrents with the king; to which 
he added Bkking and Canute's dutchy of Schomny annexing 
M thcmisHKo his crown. Tnus the war was.purfued with great 
J. animoru5’, r^ut without any dccifive blow, for the whole year. 

At thcjjeofcjof thc^campaign a truce was agreed upon, and fomc 
Vpi^dtu ovet^ures were made towards an accommodatiun} 'but 
^He truce t.as ihort, and all endeavours to work a rcconcili%- 
|tion inefFct'iual. The young prlnccs*liad alii. Mated the afl'ec- • 
fions of a g,eat part of the nobility, clergy, and people fiom 
the king, '.’his n.a'ue ine.n the more indifferci.r Jo a peace, 
acd add(;d^new fuel to the Hames of war ;«fo that, caily in the 
yA-i'ipr ng, it was renewed with redoubled vigour. Di,\mQ}k 
^as rent’ with civil divifions and external enemies. The 
A$/« 5 rT*harraflcd the coafls with their/hipping; and Erk hacr^"*"**^ 
his rcvengel by means of tlje Fanduh. \^no ravaged iiJjieiny 
until they wtre defeated hy Mcl. However, the moil fignal 
advantage was gained by the king in perfon, who gave battle. 
to his hfxhtx Canute, defeated, and made him prifoner. After- 
wards he fudden^y attacked Flenjburgy at that time a very opu- 
lent mart, fet fire to the town, and laid it and*all the neigh¬ 
bouring country in afhes. He had now got two of his bro¬ 
thers in confinement; a fuccels*which only incrcaied the 
number of his enemies, and irritated the nobility agj’wli him. 

This determined him to fet Chrijlopher at liberty, on no othef 
condition than that he fKbuld pay him homage, and acknow¬ 
ledge his fovereignty. Chrijlopher readily accepted the terms, 
was releafed, and bec|me his brother’s vafla). He even at¬ 
tended him in a hidden irruption he made into HoIJieijty 
while the diet of that dutchy fat ;«from whence, after burning 
the town, he parried a great number of tlfe nobility prifoners 
into Denmark, all of whom were ranfumed at a high price. 

Next he defeated the Lubec fleet in the Sound, alter taking 7'^^LnbeC 
four of their ihips, and deilroying an equal number. At this feet de» 
time be had -giveo inftruiiions to Henry Melderp, governor 
k O 2 of 
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of Rendi/hurgy to feize the firft opportunity of abfene* 

' to make an irruption into Slefwick. His orders were pundtual- 
,,ly executed, and feme of the chief cities and furtreiTcs taken 
by furprizc.' Efchil, the bilhop, was likewife pu/ii{he 4 , by . 
the lufs of fome,vaIuab!e efteCts, for having qhanged./^^'^t 
and taken part with thiough the influence or>(;hour^h> 
bifhop of Bremen. In a word, all SUfwick was ^bdued, al- 
mufl as foon as entered, by means of thv a^ive and'Mgdant 
Henryf reputed one of the beft oiEcers in thc'lervir^ of Dtn~ 
mark. 

This feries of good fortune did not long cortinue. Abel, 
the two princes of Holjiein, and the archbifhop of Bremen^ 
took vigorous meaiures for the recovery of Slejivick. . A nu¬ 
merous army was raifed, the Danes driven our, and almoft 
z\\ Jutland laid walle; however, the enemy were i^iced to. 
retreat with precipitation, on advice that Eric W) s iviarching 
with an army of '/Lealanders to attack them, « 

In the mean time Gerhard.^ the archbifhop of sremen^ 
and in his room was chefen Hildclald., a prelate ^yho did not. 
fo fanguinly embrace ”ihe caufe of Ahel. Ther: were not 
wanting fome friendly mediators among the Ge -man princes 
connected by marriage to the rival' brothers, w o w'ifhcd to 
fee this unnatvral, war, fo ruinous to the fubjet '!•ended m 
an a;nicablc a manner, ''[(.'on marquis of Brondeni urg\ m'.. 

.h j to the king’s filler, the duke of Lur.enbfirg^ an 4 '' 

' Albeit of Saxony intertflcd themfclves in a particular maffuci : 

but Ep ic was obfrin^ite in demanding homage, tfnd Ahei no 
Id's poiitivc in refufing it, fo that the war went on in fpite 
' of all endeavours to terminate it by the moft friendly rc- 
monfl ranees. 

At length Soplda, the marchionefs of Brandonlmrg, at that 
time far advanced in her pregnancy, undertook a journey to 
Denmark., hoping by her prefence to work on the minds of her 
brothers : but Hie was taken with the pains of labour at 
FUnJburgy where fhe mifearried and died in a few days. This 
circumliance, with the wife conduct of the bifhop of Lmden, 
at laff rernunated their difFerences'upon the following terms. 
Treaty of duke independent, but paid homage for 

fence con- Jutland. Camtte was refiored to^his dominions3, which 

thJfd. he was to hold upon a feodal tenure. Each fide was to in- 
demnify the lofles fuftaintf,! by the other. All the allies of 
either fide w'cre comprehended in this treaty;^nd iaflly, the 
king and Abel ratified it not only by a written agreement, a 
folemn oath, but by twenty hoffages mutually exchanged. 
IMoreover it was ilipulated, that whatever party fliould be 
guilty of the flighteft fnfradfioii of fo folemn a convention. 
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•the hoftages ihouid have the free liberty of joining themfclves 
to the oppofite fide. Towards the clofe of the year the treaty* 
was fdlemnly fign^» fealed, and executed; upon which alh 
X)/wmar«f«rung with joy, and the mofi riotous exprefiions of 
(Ih^c ^tsfaSion took place of the mifery^tid wretchedneis 
- inal^cryWhere prevailed. ^ 

\ar a dictVas held at Rofchild^ in which the king, ^ D 
in a lab^cpi^ara^gtie, exprefied his eager defire of propa- 124.0.* 
gatfhg^dTChmlian faith among the barbarous nations of the 
luhc expediency of reclaiming all the foimerpof- 
feflions of Dt'nmark in Livonia^ and along the frontiers of 
RuJJia^ which bad been loft amidft the late cwil commotions. 

The diet giving their aflent to his propofal of undertaking zr\plefr~pf»» 
expedition thither, he then laid before them the exhaufted »i»g or 
j^ondlfTon the treafury, and the neceffity there was for plough taxi 
* Injg tH^pi4)pcr fopplies by an additional tax. This was a 

P Ttaiy'rurn to be paid by each plough, under the name of 
rojehati r;r, as Eric the hiftorian calls it, Plochy or Plo^- 
enningf I y which term the king was^afterwards furnamed. 

When «:he king’s inftrudions for colledling this unufual 
tax in Schon. n arrived, all the people murmured, and threat¬ 
ened to tak' up arms if any violence was offered in levying a 
t*x whi.^ tliey thought oppreflive and iniqititous. Matters 
ki/n fo h^h, that Eric believing his prefence was ncccfl'ary, 

V^ent thit|per, and began to harangue the people in the milo'.-^ 

^eVfns i'but their indignation run fo higli, that he was forced* 
to withdraw himfelf precipirately to Heljenburg. Thither the . 
malconicnts^urfued him, laid fiege to the citadel, and 
have taken their king prifoner, had he not prudently efcaped 
in the ntght at^ poftern gate. As foon as the king returned 
to Zealand the tumult fiibfidcd, but ftill the wx was unpaid. 

Eric enraged, not only at their refufal in the prefent emergency 
of the ftate, but at the late infult oftered to his perfon, raifed 
an army, and marched to Schsficn, Nor were the malcon¬ 
tents backward in their warlike preparations; for they met 
him in the field, gave )]^ttle to their king, and were over¬ 
thrown, and forced to pay the tax they had fo obftinately re- 
fufed. 


HAvfNG fettled affairs of the kingdom, and made the 
neceffary preparations, Eric fet fail for Livonia^ where he 
was extremely fuccefsful in all hiiftoperatiops, though we find 
no particular vcount of them. We are told he ^as fuddenly 
called back by fome difputes which had arifen concerning the 
execution of the late treaty with Mel, The dukes of Hol» 
Jlein demanded the town of Ren/burg^ agreeable to the arti- 
elcj that all parties (hould enjoy their former rights. This 

.0^ . town 
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War he- was fituated in their dominions; but Eric claimed it is < 

Eric light of conqaeft and poireilion, prior to this laft war. All 
an// the the negotiaiions fet on foot were fruiilefs and the Hojfieintri 
prrr.c t of united themleivcs to the bdhopsof Bremen and Paderborn^ ^e- 
fiolfttin. tcrrr.incd to mair\tain their caufe by force of artps. * Meldojgp 
commanded the garrifon for the king, the enemy ira<t.*v»Srw 
lay fiege to it, and Eric raifed forces to>relieve, wi\h arf. ex¬ 
pedition, this brave officer. On his artival J^s^nermrlc^ 
that ftrong frontier, he bethought him of a vif»t tc irUoto^r 
Jbcly who had taken no part in this quarrel, in *o pre¬ 
vail on him to ufc his induence with the allies to come to a 
realunable comppfuion, telling him that he was quite weary 
of war, and ihocked at the late efFufion of ChrilUan blood. 
The king was well received, Abel proniifed his utmoft endea¬ 
vours fhould not be wanting ; but the demon of ambkioa had* 
Abel trea poheflion of his heart. He had laid a plan ^'or^he de^ 
eheioiiUy I'T'uilion of his brother, who was fpirited off in a bott. mur-, 
ptur/!e> j theied at fea, and his body thrown overboard, a prey 

kin^ ralcnous fifhes. 'rhis horrible a£l was perpetra^d by the 
hands, and originally fehimed by the villainous heajiL of Gud- 
mundy a prelate banilhed Denmark on account of his vices ; 
but nothing can palliate the condu< 5 l of Abel, Whofc ungo- 
vernabk* ambition h^d iliinulated him to a breach c/ the nrft 
duties of humanity, and urged him to the ir.oft utf^eneroub 
vjl^atiun of the rights ef hoj'pitality, as well as the CrUel an^ 
' • "inockiiu!: crime of fratViciclc. . ^ 

A. D. In ihi& manner di^d A-Zt, a prince whofe failings were to- 
1250. tally obfeured by his excellent qualities both of the head and 
Vit/iti’ rnh heart. He had the greatell probity of foul, as well as the 
elara,/Jer truefi piety, without any tindfure of the fuperlliLiori of the 
ir/Eric. 

times. H:s reign would have been happy to*nis people, and 
glorious to hirnfelf, but for that fingle error in the great 
f'lildcmars condue^l, which enabled the younger brothers to 
claim an independency on tiic elder. Without great military 
ralents his courage and good fenfe gained him the reputation 
of an able general. His politics were found, but clear; they 
were dictated by honefty and fountf judgment, without any 
of thofc dark windings, and that unfathomable myfterioufnefs, 
whicirhave falfely acquired the reputatioq of deep policy, for no 
other reafon than that they equally confound and perplex the 
contriver and the w'orld. If a word, Eric was generous, fin- 
cere, brave,* and liberal, ftrenuous to niaintaiq.the dignity of 
his crown, but unambitious of extending his prerogative be¬ 
yond the meafures of equity and prudence. This however 
g may be denied by thofe who aferibe to ambition the defire he 

bad of reducing his brethren under'bis fovereignty. We 

thinf 
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ilynlc otherwife. Tlhe provinces afligned t« them had always 
beeh dependent on the crown: it is probable that Valdtmar ^ 
neant th^y fliould ftill continue fo \ if not, certain it is, that 
be had no oower to make this partition without the confent * 
of ftatel} and yet we bnd it confirmed by no other au- 
thopWth]||^i^aft will. * 

/ yfjS^pi^eavoured^ fereen his own guilt by promulgating^ 
^a^r/V had pcrifiied at Tea by the vefiel's founder- 
ing. this ftory met with credit, although there 

vveremotjly^ perfons who fufpe< 9 :ed his treachery. In a 
fhort'tjfiK, alsL was difeovered by the mangled body of the 
king, which was thrown by the waves on the ihore, taken up 
by fome monks, and privately depofited in the*monafiery of 
St, Laurence. Before his death Gudmund had extorted from 


higi 


01 aj:2iijfeffion of the place where he had depofited his 
ivate tre^fufe j but, on examination, nothing befides a few 
and rich garments were found. 


tbi v 
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ERIC dJ’.ng without jiTue male, Ac ftates aflembled for Abel ele^m 
the elediiotj of a fovereign, and though they detefied on 
account or the unnatural crime he had committed, yet they 
chafe him Wng for conveniency, and to av,oid,thc civil wars 
U^h wo^ necefl’arily enfuc from fetting him afide. 

mean^ey indifputably reunited the dutchy of Slefwick 
tb^ XibWa they run no hazards from*the jwwer of 
wno would {irobably have j|oined himfelf to his late allies, 
bad his claim been overlooked ; they annexed Sweneburg and 
Siheljifcore, the hereditary patrimony of Aucl^ to the Danifli • 
duniinionsf and gained many other advantages, all of which, 
in our opinion,«w^e more than counterbalanced by the crimes 
of the new monarch ; but the diet thought otherwiie. As yet 
indeed the murder was not clearly proved upon him ; for the 
royal body had not appeared till after«the election. lie had, by 
ambafiadors, modefily pleaded his right, and defended his own 
chara6ter with fuch arguments as weighed with a majority : he 
declared, that the vcffd hac^en overfet by the great number of 
people which had entered her in a tumultuous manner, with a 
view of doing the king^honour by a fpiendid retinue} but this 
relation was not only contradictory to the report he had or¬ 
dered to be pubiiitied, but inconfii^nt with itlelf, as the king 
alone, of all paflengers, was mifiinf. However, he 
granted extraoidinary immunities and difitibuted prefents 
among the bilhops and inferior clergy, by whofe influence 
chiefly he gained his point. In a word, he was crowned in 
lefi than two 'montha after his bather’s death, having firil 

folemnly 
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folemnly fworn that he had no concern in it; but that 
was killed by Tome foldiers at the inftigation of private en^ 
mies. It is ftrange that fo refpe^able and wife aif aiTemhly 
fhould be capable of puttit^ themfelves under thcCauthoriw o^ 
a pt-rfun, who^ equivocation and different arcor qts thp 
ftrongeft proofs of his guilt, and who, tp the cMuic 

of parricide, fuperadded that of pd^ury an^Sbol'naH.'on; 
for he had procured twenty noblemen to joip,»7ii^^|sim the 
path. 

Abel it ABEL had not long enjoyed the diadem,ebn- 
Jlunp^ hy fcience began to torment him. In examining Eri^'i will, hp 
bn 'o-Lvn found that the deceafed prince had refolved upon abdicating 
(ofiJcUttce. the crown and retiring to a mopafiery; and that he had ap¬ 
pointed him his iucceffor, provided the confent of the diet 
could be obtained. He likewife found a legac}%.t<^tSrmrel^ ^ * 
intite torgivenefs of all that was paff, and the moft^ffei^or*\‘ ' 
expreflions of regard for all his brothers, and y 

ticular Thcfe circumffances pierced his breaft like«^ 
called to his remembrance the virtues of his brot’'>er, and rei|N 
dered him, though tfic greateft, yet the moft niiiv.rable perfo.i 
in Demnarky becaufe he was the moft guilty. 

BfiFORb: his acceflion to the throne he had fent his eldeft 
fon Valdemarto be educated in France ; he now^ ecalJed *iiim 
to invert him in the dutchy of Slejwicky though^Otis brcA-hf* 

. Chrijhpbcr had applted for that dignity. In paft;gjyjro'\*li 
the bilhopric of Co)cgny the young prince was f'zid by orVer 
of that prelate, and detained fpr four years in prifon. For 
this of violence we find no caufe arcribed,*^berides the de> 
teftatiun in which the biffiop held the whole family, iince 
the murder of Eric. ^ * 

'Fhe Polijh writers relate a war that haphened this year 
between Bolejiaiv king of Poland and Abel. Peter Dewiny fon 
10 iniiiamy who was private treafurer to £riV, had fled from 
Denmark upon that pririte’s death, with all the treafure, to 
prevent its falling into the bands of the parricide. Peter 
was a man of Angular talents, i^jfinuating, polite, eloquent, 
and virtuous; he had fo ingratiated himfelf with Bolejlcnv^ 
War k- that he attained very high honours in Polandy and became 
inc.’a Po-the f.ivourite of the king and courto He had Ibarned the 
land ava language, was fo winning in his addfefs, and had fo (hapec 
P®nni£rk.jj..y,{(,ii- jjjg rnanners the country, that all men rejoicet 
at his elbvjiion, though a foreigner. Wfarn he found hi: 
influence eftabliihed, he related the caufe of his flight t< 
Bofejlaw the king, and artfully led on that generous princi 
to a war which might.at the fame time puniffi the crime 
pf Abely and extend ch^lifnits of his own dominions. A# 
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^ ^ordingly a powerful armament was equipped, with whic^ 

BoUJI^i accompanied by Peter and Erie's treafure, failed 
into Denmark^ where he was joyfully received by all ranlct 
of*peopke» as his proclamation aflured them his foie inten* 
tavenge the hiurder of Erie. After all, however* 
•1Ke*Tfr^ed nothing; for having put the treafure intojihe 

£ as diet, m returned to Poland^ leaving the Danet 

th& ' S'=qhoicc*of a king. This ftory is related by Cra- 
Her^ut, two Polijh hiftorians; but wholly omitted 
by writers, and probably with good reafon, as it 

feems frau^t with abfurdity and anachronifm, as appears 
by comparing the years when Boltflow and Akel reigned. 

Towards the clofe of this year a diet was held, in which 
it was ena^ed, that Canute and Chriftopher fliould remain in 
^theTu’ir pftfleflion of the dominions left them by VaUemar ; 

.that a*general tax fhould be raifed for the payment of the 
^rown debts contraded in the laft war, and for redeeminq^he 
■^^itles and forts, pledged to neighbouring princes, in order to 
raife mojKy. ^ 

Dui^g the late wars between Erie and Abel, fome dif- A eekgrefi 
putes vofe between Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, ^oux.fo^/ftdinf 
certainffrontiers, which the circumftances of the ftate would dijputes 
^ot thA^ permit fr/V to adjufl. Now "a cbngrefs of plcni-^^^''* . 
^otenti«ies of the three nations was 6xed, to fettle the mat- * 

^ter^ii^ amicable manner, and indriTdions were given to t^e^' 

[ i)a«//?rfcnbaffadors by the diet, and not^by the king, 4 thing 
not ufual li whence we may conclude, that the general af- 
fembly of The dates afllimed to themfelves more power ir^this 
than they had done in former reigns ; and that the hatred ol 
the pdbple t(\gAbel laid him under certain redri^lions un¬ 
known to his predeceflbrs. 

It was at this diet that Abel, finding the treafury quite ex- 
haufted, ailigned lands to Henry Meldorp, in lieu of a large Turn 
of money due upon arrears. Thi( tranfaflion occaftoned feme 
difputes between them which terminated in blood ; although 
the circumdances thavsttended it are very obfeurely re¬ 
lated by all the writers we have feen. Crantzius * adigns a dif¬ 
ferent caufe for this quarrel, afHrming that the and 

the idhabitants of Kendjburg, Fredkriekjladt, Tonningen, and 
■thofe towns and countries fituated between Slejwick and HoU 
Jiein, refudng to pay the new 1 %id tax, fo irritated the king, 

''that levyingwn army he engaged and defeated them; but the Abel dr- 
rebels making head the next day, attacked the king in hh/eated etiui 
pamp, ^d after an obdinate confltd routed his army, and^^m. 



^he Hiftwy of Denmark. 

Hew him, determined not to be conquerecT in the field, on 
hr. Pettr%-Day^ in the year 1252. It was fome days before 
his body could be found among the prodigious carnage thal 
was made, to which his finglc arm greatly contribiyed. At 
foon as known, ihc royal corpfe was taken up a^d wried 
aicfwick, where it was buried with the magniHcenOvf^iSdfi^ 
rather to his birth than to his virtues. it ac? 

knowledgcd, was brave, and pofleffed maity of tlj^t^r qitef^ 
lities of a great monarch ; but ambition was*”i:he\^oiaiK|g 
paflion of his heart. This had fuppreiTed all the jii 
humanity, and the firongeft natural afiedlions/fo that he 
breathed his lafl^glorioufly, left his memory fiained with the 
horrid crimes of ’ fratricide, perjury, and fubornation, and 
died admired for his virtues, detciicd for his vices, dreaded 
for his power, but unlamentcd by all who had an^regffl'd foi 
honour, humanity, and truth. * 

^CHRISTOPHER I. 

« * 

• 

ABEL left two fonsj' the eldeft of whom, Vac'^mar by 
name, was flill a piifoner at Colcgne. Matilda^ his^mother, 
and now queen-dowager, ufed all her endeavours to ^ive him 
eleded, though .a captive, and (he made a very co|iJ|.derabla 
paity in the diet in his favour. However, it was resplved b]| 
a^najority to beftow th«crown on'ChriJlopher^ brother to the 
' --tSic kiiig, in order to 'avoid the difturbanccs which J/,2ipOT^ 
y'/Vr/’ry'S///flight probably occrffion. In a word, the fame/eafons in- 
Kvi'ich in- huciiced them in the prefent eleflion, which had prevailed in 
f.ucnccd •the former, without the objeiSlions that Jay againft Abel^ as 
the tiii-t to Chrtjhpber^ charadlcr was unilained by any crimes ot a deep 
Chri- dye. Indeed, the people were fomewhat prejidiced, though 
ftopher. unjuftly, againll: the innocent paldemar, on account of the 
guilt of his father. They looked upon him as a branch oi 
the fame (lem, which confequently muit inherit its qualities. 

Before hisaccedion Cbri/Iopher had macried Margretta Sa~ 
biriay daughter to the duke of Pjitturania, He began his 
reign with granting all its wonted priTileges and immunities to 
the diocefe of Lundett^ though we are no where told how it 
came to be deprived of them ; and ordaiped befides, that none 
of the fufFragans of this fee (hould pay taxes to the crown, 01 
be obliged to quarter foldier^ 

In the beginnin^of the following year he ^ok upon him 
the guardianmip of ^children, and demanded an oathoi 
allegiance from H«nry Meldorp^ who held the towns of Stvenf- 
burg inA ScbeJfifcore, pa:t of the patrimony of Abel, They 
had been pledged to Hsmyj^A being a man of great fpirii 
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and warlike abilities, he iufifled upon holding them in his own 
right, until they (hould be redeemed by the payment of the 
Aioney h« had lent upon them. This difpute terminated in 
blows. Chrifiopher was defeated, and many of his nobility 
^ flain^ Rendered more bold by his vidlory, H^try laid all the 
unde^comribution ; but hearing that Chri~ 

Jioph^r wW^^ijirching towards him with a very powerful army,*^^^ ^ • 

'<d^^>t>ich h'» 4^.^1d only»oppofe a handful of men, he took (hip ^efetael,** 
and i,{'4irc^,|r.i. of*the kingdom. Chrijiopher laid fiege to the ^ 
tw^hie^ il ^'ifpute, took and razed them to the ground, after 
putting'the gaii^fons to the fword. 

This tranfadlion was foon followed by a quarrel with the 
princes o/ Holjletn, Chrijiopher went over to ^outh Jutland 
to receive an oath trom the people, as the guardian of his 
/he\iKi>» .The Holfteiners^ believing he had fome other de> 

^;i), requ<ffldd, by ambailadors, that' he would redore their 
''tfiluioiiy lo nephews, who were now of age to manage^ 
aftuirs. and put the dutchy of Slefwuk into the hand! 

^Tfome thfiuicrelled perfon, in truft for the lawful heir. T'his* 
rhe king reefed, affiiming that it was^a hef of the crown, • 

and was always conferred on one of the king’s children, 

^ ^'h^;y perA^ed, and he was obftinate. At length matters 
\caipe to afprilis, and the fword mu(f determint the contefV ; mencethf 
<^r,fuch ii^h'he method princes have ever chofen to decide t^tveea 
. of '“Ijuiiy. » ^hrifto-^ 

f yjh*e-r^ hoftiluies commenced Chri/hpher called a diet, 

arid had the jddrefs to procure a decree, Whereby Abel's chil- 
dren were cxvJude.l tite luccellion, and the crown fettled upon Y^ ~ 
his own iii'ue male, provided he left any behind hjm. Im> * 
mediately vhi cquit>ped a fleet, and Si'Utked Sanderburg^ the 
walls and fortiflea'dions of which he demoiifhcd. . In the mean 
time Hacquin^ king of Norway^ whether in alliance with the 
princes of Hoijiein^ t'.x whether he feized this opportunity 
revenging fome injury received fiom Chrijiopher^ we are * 
not told \ but he invaded Holland with a great fleet, laid 
thecountiy wafle, ^nd com^tted terrible ravages wherever 
be went, leaving at lad hislifc in the country as an atonement 
to the unhappy people, for the loiTes they fuflained by his 
cruelty, t 

All this while Chrijlophir oppofed, in perfon, the Holjlcin- 
irs^ joined by the Brandenburgers^ Lubeckers^ feveral Vandal 
cities, and Hetpgy Meldorp^ who was gready inifromental in 
forming this confederacy. The alliqs made their flrft attack 
on Slejwkk^ whence they carried ofF the bifbop and a number 
pf the nobility. The (hores of Scionen fwarmed, and were 
pontinually harried wi^ Lubec jMid f^andal pirates, where, 

at 
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at laft, they met with a fquadron of the king's (hips, aftd 
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fought a bloody and drawn battle. Meldorp invaded Zealand ^ 
he attacked the ifland of McnOy and there forced ttie ftrong 
caille Siega» PaHing from thence into Faljlriay die fuhducd 
Nicoping. NoAing could be more vigorous #ant‘ 

/he operations of the confederates duri^ this car 
was Chrtjiopher idle i but he was diftraded amU^ 
of his enemies, and unable to oppofe hini(j^ 

Seafonably for him fomcof the German ptince^ 
mediation, and a peace was concluded on thed^^xqyis^i/. 
I'hat Chrijhpher (hould reftore to his nephewe the dutchy of 
Slcfwick at a eertain time appointed, and put them in imme¬ 
diate pofTeflion of their patrimony in Denmark : That they 
(hould fign the decree pafled at the diet of Neehurg, whereby 
they were excluded the fucceflion, rcfigning aIl,tHtir 7 ight\y^ 

a her and his ifluc ; That Chrijiopher (hould*indcrniiifjy. 
r their lofles by the war. Other articles were aJd^/ 
_ ^to which both parties fubferibed; the duke of Pomeram^^ioiff^ 

Ftate con- pandal princes bej^^g appointed guarantees of »*he perforn^ 
ance of the treaty. 

CHRISTOPHER had fcarce breathed after tb|> war, be¬ 
fore he was engaged in another quarrel. The ar^hbiHiop of 
dying* bifhop of Rofchild was ch^.n to fac--^ 

pher*'w,5'-'^‘^ him, without the king’s confent or knowlec 
they cullomary, th^f no bilhop could be remove 
<Lun- fee,* or any way pyjmoted, without fuch ele£lion!< 

by the king. They were likcwWe obliged to fer'^ in the wais, 

^ except the contrary was permitted through thd fpecial grace 
of the fovereign. Erland, however, fecure of the pope’s pro- 
tc<S^ion. rot only difregarded thefe forms, totalJJr changed 
the ccclefiaftical laws and ftatutes of Sebonen for new ones of 
his own. Chtjflopher w^s fo incenfed at this haughty con- 
Jdetail of dwDy that he fitted out a fleet againft him, entered the river 
this quar- Sley^ invefied Gafetihurgy* and demolifhed its fortifications, 
r#/, and Finding his fehemes thwarted by Matilda^ the queen-dowager, 
^behijbop't determined to fecure her by fettling Sonih Jutland 

upon her; but this Erland prevented, by marrying her to the 
duke of Swedeland, though (he was actually betrothed to the 
bifhop of Oihon, « * 

We hear no more of the quarrel between the king and the 
archbifiiop ; for k^aldernarMKWg now fet at liberty, by the in- 
tercefliun of his uncle John, required all Clmjhpher's atten¬ 
tion to adjufl matters bctw’cen them. This was effefted by 
refigning to him the dut»'hy of Slefwick, which was done by 
the king’s delivering hi;ika flandard in the ufual form, and 
receiving from him an oafr of allegiance, and the ceremonies 
pf valTalage, * THtf^** 
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This yezx Chrijitphir fent ambafladors to Ronut to con- 
gratulate pope Alexander on his accefiion to the papa! dignity^ i3c6J 
and to procure from him a confirmation of the fovereignty ^ 
of the p'andal country, granted to his father VaUlemar by the 
cttxpytot Fi^edeyck, His requeft was granted jt but the clergy, 
tnfAit 9 i^^.^rland^ Litigated the common people, and they 
rcfiifed 2spit his authority. They went farther, and even 
cooMnittq'' ^^rages on the Danijh frontiers, fcizing towns, 
demu^ifl-^i.V' ^rts, and burning villages. The incenfed king 
gav«t^ them L>^ttle, and defeated them with great daughter; 

&it was prevei<ited from punifhing them as they deferved, by 
the menaces of the archbifhop of Lunden and <bi(hop of Rof> 
cbiidy who applied to the pope to retract the grant he had 
lately made, in cafe the king refufed to make up matters with 

* ERLANDy archbifhop of Lunden^ exerted more than a 
Vi^'ai authority in Schonen. He abrogated laws, formed ft?.- 
and palled decrees at pleafurc, to the great difeontent 
of the king^nd people. Chrijlopher hfiving fummoned a diet 
of the pcfgple at Neoburg, Erland, as a mark of dilrcfpe^l, 
convok^ It the fame time a fynod of the clergy, to prevent 
the bifticj-J from attending the king’s fummons. He had even 
th-) prefurvp'tion to defire the king would adjourn the diet un- 
n^il the buj|.nefs of the fynod was firft ended. Chrijhpher vc~ 

Arrived th^: meftage with difdain; and perfifting in his defign 
o! nolaing a diet, Erland pafted a decree^ in defiance or his 
authority, which fet the clerical function' above fovereignty 
itfelf, and (hi,wed how neceftary it was to clip the wings of . 
that faccrdotal pride and ambition, which rendered the minif- 
ters of Chfijl the^pefts of fociety, and the difturbers of the 
public tranquilhty. 

CHRISTOPHER^ determining to humble this headftrong 
prelate, aflembled another diet at rartenburg, at which were 
prefent the dukes of Pomerania, RAigen, and other great vaf* 
fals of the crown, prevented by the hard fioft from attending 
the laft diet. Here hedrew^,.«p an indictment againft Erland^ 
containing the following charges, ift. That without the 
royal aflent, or even knowledge, he had ufurped the arch- pjjer’x 
bifliopric# and even pr^fumed to ordain other bi{ho|:» by his charge 
own foie authority. 2d, That after fwearing allegiance to againft 
himielf and fon, he refufed to croyyn eithej[, and interdicted Erlaod. 
thofe perfons w^o had performed the duty. 3d, That he had 
forbid the bilhops, under pain of excommunication, from 
ferving in the wars at the king’s exprefs command ; though, 
by the laws of the land, they werqJbpund to do this as well 
as the laity. 4Ch, That by unfca^ably convoking a fynod, 

/ . " 
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, in contempt of the royal authority, he had occafioned great 
Jofs to the nation by procraftinating public bufinefs. sth, That 
* in this iynod he had pafled certain decreet, which h^got rati-* 
fied by the pope, diametrically oppofite to the laws Qf the 
kingdom, and ioctremely deftrui^ive of the pu^lici^al. 
ahefe articles of indictment were adde^feveral 
equally grievous. The haughty prel;ra was np^yvorced to 
fioop and bend his proud neck to foverdigntv^^yjfl^etitroned^ 
the prince of Pomerania to intercede witlTtheJRng^ but^ 
Chriflopher was deaf to all extenuations of crira^sfo hei^M^us. 
He infilled on the archbifliop’s anfwering ter every feparate 
article of the*cbarge: however, time was granted, and the 
prelate refpited until the next diet. 

A. D. Next year the quarrel was dropt, without any apparent 
12^7* rcafon, juft as the diet had met; and Toon ajjer TAur 

upon account of the archbifhop’s excommunicating a certaii 
lady of quality, without aftigning juft reafon for fuch a 
dudl. After folemnly citing Erland before his tribunaI,^iN^*d 
end of this difpute waj^depriving the archbiihopwe of Lunden 
of ail the extraordinary privileges and immunitn* conferred 
on it by former kings of Denmark, and reducing it to the ^ 
condition of other diocefes, over which it was raled by the f 
king’s favour to Bfch'il, the former biOiop. J •- / 

^ Nor was the prelate enough humbled with thX indignit^i^ 
y He^had brought ovCr to efpoufe his quarrel the^iihops of.' 
Othon, Rofcbildy apd Ripen, with other dignifiecKperIbnages 
of the church, as well as the duke of Pomerania, Relying 
, upon their powerful intereft, he grew more* infolent, de¬ 
manded feveral privileges which former archbiftiops had never 
claimed, and was juft on the brink of renewing the conteft 
with redoubled warmth, when Valdemar of SieJiviePs death 
for a time diverted the kingV attention to other objcCls. 

In the letters patent, by which Valdemar held SUfwick, no 
mention was made of his'aeirs: his brother Eric demanded 
it, however, as his right; and the king claimed it as his, 
faying, that the letters patent C'cc^inly intended it ihould fall 
back to the crown, by their making no provifion for the na¬ 
tural heirs. Thus a frcfti war was kindled : Eric raifed forces; 
but the king marched againft him with an army fo'powerful, 
as forced him to relinquiih the defence of SUfwick, which fell 
an eafy prey to t^e king. /Having placed garrifons in all the 
caftles, he returned to Denmark ; and calling, an aftembly at 
Othon, had his fon Erie* not only declared his fuccelTor, but 
crowned with ail the ufiAd fulemnities. This rather was the 
intention of Chrijhphcr the aftembly; but the archbifhop 
ef Lundm not only refufek'vto perform the folemnity,^but pro-, 
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kibited an the other bi£hopB of the kingdom» under pain of , 
interdtdion from fire amd water, as well as from adminiftring ' 

"the facr;.'ment. Upon this the diet was removed lo'Haffnia^ 
whefie Eric was crowned by the nobility, and confecratcd by 
the hands of a. private clergyman, who defp’fcd the menaces 
of ij[ie ^^'hbifhop, 'i^cn it interfered with the duties whic^ Erl^^^d, 
■^he owe<^^o his king aiid country. 

This Toltqinity ueing over, the king informed the diet, 

" that 416 had certain advice of the ill offices doing him at 
' !rd*>ir b7 the archbifhop of Lunden^ who had perfuaded tbs 
pop^ that children were excluded contrary to the gc< 
ner^ fenfe of the people, and by the king’s tingle authority : 
that ErJand had entered into a written engagement with the 
bitiiops and dbefi children, that he would fupport them 
al! |he king’s force in maintaining their right to the 
/crown : fiiat he had reprefented the king as an enemy to the 
Vtcccletiatitcal order, who had embraced all opportunities df 
^-^f.prelfing them : tinally, that Erland had compelled the 
dowager Matilda to give hrt hand to„thc duke of Sw'edclarJ, 
after fhe ''^as betrothed to ihe bifliop ol Othon. Upon maturely 
weighing all the particulars of this chaigc, it appeared to the 
! diet, tha-V there was no fccurity for the fafety of the king’s 
^ p?»rfon ai?|i government, unlefs the archbifhop and fome otiier 
^^faccrdotai incendiaries were taken into cuftody. Accordingly 
'the archbAhop, his archdeacon, and the’bifhop of Ripen^ were , ^ 

I feized;'thc biihops of Othon and Rofchlld cfcaping upo/t the 
firft alarm. Immediately tlje whole kingdom was interdidfed, 
agreeable to the refolution of the laft fynod, in cafe violence ^ 
was olFercd to a bifhop. - The king wrote to the pope, repre- 
fenting te him tlje haughty conduit of the archbifhop, the in- 
jutiice and abtijrc^ity of a prelate’s atiuming to himfelf a (hare 
in the royal prerogative, and the hardfliip that he fhould have 
it in his power to interdiit a whole people on account of his 
refentment to one man. ’ 

These remonftrances were no fooner difpatchcd to RomCf 
than he ordered all prie(t^«ithin the kingdom, and perfons 
exerciting the facerdotal ^ition, to adminitier the commu¬ 
nion, under the penalty of loting their tythes and tiipends. In 
the mean time the bipops of Rofehild and Oth$n were butied 
in levying forces, having engaged in their alliance the duke 
df Pomerania^ the princes of Holjkj^n^ znd^armerei prince of 
Rugen, Chrijl^her made preparations to weather this dorm, 

1^ entering into a treaty with Hacquin king of Norway, and 
iirger duke of Swedeland, marrie^to the dowager Matilda. 
hdatters were drawing faft to a^ntis; and open hoftilities 
muii have foon commenced, had ijot Chrifiophtfi death, and 
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Tht Wftory Denmark; 

the prudent conduct of Margaretta^ his widow, put an 
to the warlike proceedings. With refpe^ to the caufe of this 
prince's death, there are various relations. Some think he 
died a natural but fudden death; while others', witn more 
probability, inflnuate that he was murdered by the contrivance 
of Arnefaji^ bifhop of Arpius^ and promoted to that fee <Sy 
Erland againft the king’s will. Otbera^rattribute thf^accioa 
CO the fame bifliop; but render the meanSfAill more (nfamous, 
affirming, that he poifoned the bread which He adminillered 
CO the king in performing the cucharift: a villairiy fo CMOf..^ 
mous as to merit little credit, did not hiftory produce oth'er' 
inftances of the fame nature. 

As to Chrijtopher, he was rather a defervtng than a happy 
prince. He found the treafury exhaufted on his acceffion, 
the people violently incenfed againft the late king, 
ftrong f.iflion in favour of his children ; and it './a's his miM 
fortune to involve himfeif further, though unavoidably, by 
entering into difputcs with the clergy. At his death he left 
things in much the fame firuaiion he found them ; the trea-^^ 
fury exliauftcd, and th.; nation fplit into two pc^verful fac- 
tions. I 

ERIC Vjr. tf 


Eric VII. 

Margaret, 
rti^ent of 

DenmaiK’. 


^arrtlt 

ItiKVitn 

the (Tcmctt 
and the 
ftegy. 


CHRISTOPHER\ death made room for his iildeft fon ' 
Eric. As the young king had net yet attained at fuU age, hisf 
motWer Margaret, a lady of prudence, virtue, and piety, took 
into her hands the reins of government. Her adminiftration 
began with troubles, occafioncd tjy the pope's letters to far* 
merci, prince of Rugen, inviting him to attempt releafing the 
archbifhop of Lunden. Notwithftanding farmerci yas a vaf- 
fal of the crown, at the pope’s defire he ir.£de^a fuddeti def- 
cent on Zealand, and was met there by a tumultuous army, 
which Matgqret had raifcd of a fudden to oppofe him. A 
battle enfued, and the Dant$ were defeated, leaving ten thou- 
fand men dead on the held. The biihop of Rofehild renewed 
the interdiction, and forbid CN4i^ian burial to thofe brave 
fellows, who had loft their lives in the caufe of their young 
king. All the country was laid wafte, and Haffnia^ taken 
and plundered. Not content with laying Zealand wi}/te, Jar- 
merci pafted to Bornholm, and invefting the ftrong caftle of 
Hammehnfe, took it, put tbc garrifon to the fword, and fub- 
dued the whole ifl^nd. 

In the mean time Margaret, with her fon Eric, took fhelter 
in Fionia, where, and iy Sorth Jutland, levies were making 
to renew the war with alkpoffiblc diligence. Happily for (hem 
the fierce jarmrei was'fti'in while he was plundering a mo- 

naftcryi<^ 



diftery* Mi Incenfifl nun hkving flabbed*him in tbegroiil 
With a knife. Being rid of this enemy, Margaret fettled the • 
differencj|p about his wife^ fortune with the marquis of Bran* 

Senburg^ 1 nd by this means gained him over to her intereft. 

Towards the beginning of this y€ar £r/c was a fe- a ^ 
-tond tinii. crovf’ncd at a public diet, having ifbw attained the ' 
age or e'fven years, ^^t waS the opinibtl 6f the diet that tbO 
archbi^iop ^on'd be /et at liberty, and reinftated m hts dio- 
^e{e i but this th<* refractory prelate refufed, infiftirtg that all 
fb"ui ^ be laid before the pope. However, being now at liber¬ 
ty, he went into Sweden, from whence he fent the moft viru¬ 
lent Ictteis agaifift the kirtg to Rome, Margaret Erie, de- 
, (irons of a reconciliation with the church, replaced all tho 
other biC..>ps in their refpe^ive fees ; but, incenfed at Eiland, 
th^u-«verc no lefs obllinate than the atchbifliop. At the fame 
me nope Ah aMn dying. Urban IV. was cleCIed in his room $ 

' to g^n favour with whom ambafladors were fent by Eric to 
congratulate his acceflion, and obviate all the accufations 
wnich probitb!)' would be laid againil him by his rebeliiouy * 
clergy. *■ j 

, BeroRr thefe difputes were terminated, Matilda, widow faungErit^ 
jfbel, anM wife to the duke of Swediland, indigatcd her flam 
fon Erie tc^^claim the dutchy of SUfwick, to which he was the to Slef- 
<ea?eft hcii, his brother dying without idUe. Thewieij^ 

I. habitants were well difpofed towards {lim* the princes of « 

' HoljUtn preferred him as a neighbour to tl^ powerful king lof 
Dtnmarkt and determined tp (upport him t Pther princes like- , 
wife countenanced and .um forces, which, with thofe hd 
had raifed, compofed a confiderable army. King Eric and his > 
mother Margareita led*an army againft him, Findan-lvan A* 
^commanding unde* them. A battle was fought near ia6i, 

with grdSt fury, a prodigious pumber was flam on bpth Tides, 
and the Holfleintrs we\o beginning to fall back in difbrder, the king 
when Findan-Ivan, won by the envy’s gold, treacheroufly a^d 
jdrew off the Danijl> troops, fuffered nlmfelf to b? taken, and 
his king defeated and made prljjaipvr with his mother. prifinert, 

Af I'ER this Eric took p< ii^ion of SUfwick without reflft- 
ahee, the king was fent prifoner to Alfen, the queen and the 
htfhop of Stefwick, who ItkewSfe fell into the enemy’s hands, 

^were cloieiy Confined sft Hamburgh, and the latter loaded 
With chaips by order of Erland, archbifbop of t>unden, 7'hi9 
pieiate, upon the news of Margaret\i defeat, retutned from 
Sweden, and now grew infolenc without controu}. The found 
policy of Margareita rendered her c^hnement Chore: (hd 
wrought matters fo with Alhe> t qf Brumwick, that he interefled 
Mod. Hist.Vol. XXXII. fe hims 
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fin himfelf in her relenfe; and flic no ibone^ (flitained her liberty 
ftU«iftd, ^ than ibe diligently applied for the king's and the bifliop's en¬ 
largement, which was, in a fliort time, effeded by means of 
a high ranfom, and a promife to marry his flfler Albert of 
Brandenburgs as foon as fhe arrived at a proper age. 

The king ar.d Margaretta were now at liberty to revenge 
rhe injuries Erland had done them durirg their con^nement. 
They accordingly drew up a heavy chime againft him, which 
they fent to pope Urban, befeeching, (nat, to eftablilh the, 
tranquility of the kingdom, he would withdraw him frdM the 
diocL'fe of Lunden, Urban granted their requeft, and wrofe h 
fcverc letter to that purpofc to Erland ■ but bis holinefs died 
before ius orders took place \ and in order to ingratiate himfelf 
A. D. with Clement V I. the fucceeding pope, the archbilhop pro- 
1265. pofed making a tour to Rome. Soon after the pope fern his 
legate to : he was ^Tmeijufly received hy king Arlt,,* 

promifed fair, but in a fhort time took part with the archbi* 
ibop} fummoned the king and qiipen-motiu» '7pcar before 
him exSleJwuk, which they retufmg, ho • c . for Lubec^ 
and was followed thither by all the bilhops cf Denmark, 
fhepopds From Lubec this fpiritua! tyrant thundered out h'j impotent 
legate ex- anathemas, interdiiling the king and queen-mothev, together 
eornmuni- nobility of the court; after which he d eparted for 

W ’*^y How this difputc With £r/Cr»d[ 

^ and the pope’s legate termina.ed, we know not, as wc find 
queen. farther mention qVade of it during Erics reign (A). 

j^ROM this time Denmark enjoyed a profound peace, until 
the year 1270. Eric was bufied in framing new laws, giving 
dire^ions for the ftridl execution of the old, rdfilenifhing his 
exhaufted treafury, and recruiting by every poiiible means 
A. D; the almoft wafted conftitution and fpeii^ ftren^th of the 
1270; kingdom, when the Mufeovites, Litljuamanfy and Semigal- 
Eric fends Hants made a fud 4 ^n irruption into the province of EjUnios 
an arn^ to or that part of Livonia fubjeft to the crown of Denmarks and 
Livonia, conquered by the predeefftbrs of Eric. They had over-run 
great part of the country,.^a^ reduced the inhabitants to 

(A) Pontanus indeed obferves, of Lyons, in the year 1274, died 
that Eric, in order to make up at Rugen, and thusTid the king 
matters with the holy fee, made of his^ greateft eneftiy : and 
fome conceffions to the arch- laftly, that after thi^ the inter- 
bifhop, and paid him bcildes difbion was taken off, ihe pope 
a (am of money : "that thef-pre- being delirous of pnrfuing the 
late returning from the council war againft the Saracens (1). 
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gt-eit wit)i iShtDtibfi AedT cam« up# 

On HU arrival he landed his troops, fought and delated the • 
^enemy ; but porfuing them with too great eagernefi, he was 
flain in t\e cbace; a loU that greatly damped the joy of the * 

To this tranfaciion fucceeded a war withd^ric of Sltfwicki War U- 
occafioned by a vai’hty of circatnftances. The king could *^>»er** /A? 
pot digeit the mannu in which that dutchy had been wrefted 
hinn, tho’ in faa it was but a poor cquivalen for 
cro^ of Denmark. He had received complaints l/oni the 
inhabitants of fcveral grievances which Eric refuted to icdrefs. 

This prince had jiki;wifc refufed to appear befoif; the king’s 
tribunal when ciicd as a vafl'al; and a difpute ttB>rc between 
them abt)ut Jlfin and other neighbouring iflands in the Bal-. 

•. v.^ Eric commenced hoiulitics, by entering the dutchy with 
4t powerful army* and fci%ing upon the fortrefs of Tunder^ 
veh lur Thcncc he marched to Handerjkew and 

' . • ..ii- • ; himfelf mailer of both cities, and indeed 

o[ ai r . ; i' • wi.o'.e dutchy, without any confiderable oppO; 


iiition fc 

ERIL :md his vl'ife dying about ffiis time, the king took 
upon hitmelf the guardian&ip of his three fons, AM^ Eric, 
and Vaide nar^ all minors, and conftituted 'John Witting go- 
■vefnor of Shfiviek. 'I bis was caufe of ffeih* troubles; for 
rhe f.rinccs of Holflein, couftns to the deceafed^rre, believing^ 
this c'narge ought by right to devolve up9n them, refolv^ to* 
claim it by force of arms. They croiled^ the Eyder witn an } 
army to attack the king, who, unwilling to enter upon an¬ 
other war, gave the government of the dutchy to the eldeft 
ion of Eric, and thus compromised matters. 

Thjs year Er'^ cnicied into an alliance with Magnusdukt -A. D- 
ofNicopingj who had fled from Sweden to crave bjs aififtance -** 77 * 
againft yaldemar. This prince had ufurped the whole do- 
minion, allowing nothing to the younger brother. Magnus ®*** 
haflened back with the Danijh reitnorcemenr, and foon com¬ 
pelled yaldernar to reiV fatlbtictpa ith an equal ihare of domi¬ 
nion : but a quarrel foon.^fij^^ bctw'ccn the king and Mog» 
fins, who having now gained his ends, refufed to pay the 
fum flipulared for the ailiiiance hllordcd by Eric. Nay more, 
he began* to commente hoftilitits, and entered Schmen with 
an army, after he had publicly broke otf the late treaty. Here 
he Igid walle a great part ot the country; • but W|ts at length 
flopped in his «ucJ and ungrateful prog'-efs by Uffo, whom 
the king had fent to oppofe him. IA battle enlued, Mag-^ 
f!us was repulurd, and forced ro qwt the province with di<- 
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grace. Farther th revenge the infuIty ^n^V privately 
valdmar^ that if he vrould hold his crown of Dtnmarky he 
would reftore him to the full dominion of his hingd^. Hilo 
propofals Were readily accepted-, VMdemar ■ raifed an army, 
and was joined by a ftrong body of Danei ; but both were 
defeated, a prodigious number flaih, and P'nUirnarj 'efcaping<r 
with difficulty out of the fidld, was fenced to feek fhelter ill 
Denmark. This vidlory was obtained 1 ^ Cf)arles gene* 
ral to Magnus, and one of the bell officers of Sweden.^ „ . - 
VALDEMAK made but a (hort ftay in Denmark', fSr as 
foon as forces were raifed he entered Gothland, plundering'and 
laying wafle all before him, as if he had been' in an enemy’s 
country; noi* did Magnus oppofe him, as he intended to 
procure a peace by refigning this province to Valdcmar. With 
this view be fent to Erie, to acquaint him that he, was^r*i'^v 
to pay the promifed fubfidy, provided he withdrevt his troops ; 
which Eric accepting, a peace was concluded. 

About the beginning of this year a war broke oUt be¬ 
tween Denmark and Norway^ owing to Eric‘s withholding 
the portion of Ingebur^ i, daughter to Eric VI. and wife to 
Magnus king of Norivayi Magnus arriving with a great fleet 
Denmark in Schonen, landed his troops at Scamra, where he was met 
an/i Nor- defeated by the Danijh army, leaving five thoufand ^of 
his men dead on the field of battle. Thus rcpulfed, he re- 
(turned with all cxpe(Jition to Norway, and Eric hearing that 
'thccfons of the king ot Sweden ferved in the at my of 
I Magnus, led his tnoops to wafie Gothland, which he plun¬ 
dered and laid defolate in revenge. Magnus of Sweden, un¬ 
willing to break the peace, which had fo lately been con¬ 
cluded, propofed an interview with Eric, in order, to adjuft 
the dii^rence between them. They met oif t|ie frontiers of 
Gothland, and Eric agreed to indemnify the lofs which Swe¬ 
den had fuftained from this invafion, by remitting half the • 
fubfidy to be paid by Magnus. On the other hand, the caf- 
tle of Lodojia was pledged to him in fecurity of the paiy- 
ment of the remaining mo):«*j{t and thus the two princes 
were again reconciled, to the gretn: joy of both kingdoms. 

A. D. Having now fome little refpite from foreign wars, he 
1280. held a diet at in order to redrefs fome grievances 

A detail of of which the people loudly complainedf Of thefe we knov/ 
the ^.var. nothing more than that a decree was pafied on this occafion, 
which formed a fiippIem^Atal part of the laws of Zealand. 
The conlroverfy between .him and Valdemar rff Slefwick about 
Atfen, and the other fimll iflands fituatcd round it in the 
• Baltic, was fub.mitted to uc determination of a board df de- 
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^bnvirs, cho)^ by .both fides. Their verdidl was, that . 
jiemar 0iould H^ldj thefe iilands of the king, paying him a 
certain re\icnue in acknowledgment. 

Tme year 1282 was uihered in by a peftilential difeafe, 
by tyhicK grea% numbers of men and cattle were fwept off, 
and this was preced&d, fays our author, by a (Irange appear^ 
ance in the air of two dragons fighting i the infallible progi 
. ,no(Hc of dreadful calamities. Terrible fires happened in 
parts of the kingdom, eipecially in Lmden^ which 
defiroyed a multitude of houfes and churches. To crown the Death and 
misfortunes of the year, Margareita^ the king’s mother, died, charaSer 
deeply regretted by all degrees of people, after •having, with^Marga^ 
great difcretion and pol^icy, governed the kingdom ai)d her retta. 
ifon for the fpace of twenty-three years. 

iifE de%{b of this excellent princefs raifed many enemies 
to Eric, v^om her prudence had long reprefied. VaUemar 
duke of Slefwick laid claim to his patrimony, an^ determin- 
ing.to fupport his demand by force, united himfelf to the earl 
of Holland, and Stiget, tribune of thej>anijh knights, as we* 
find .him termed by our authors, tKugh they do not ex¬ 
plain the nature of this office. The earl had indeed the 
fame 'reafons for beginning a war j and Eric, to avoid one, 

Cedbd Scutb Jutland to Voldemar, and Hallalhd ft) the earl, re- 
fcrving only his own fovereignty: but this did not fatisfy 
Vhem; they Hill perfified in their refblutfbn to break with^the' 
king, to which they were incited by Hacquin of Norwa/s 
refoTution to renew the wai« which his father. Magnus bad 
dropt after hi$ repul/e in Schonen, Hacquin began with ravag- j|^ 
ing the coafts of Denmark, burning Scaga, a town in Nerth jgg. * 
Jutland, sfhd grie«^ufly diftreffing the inhabitants of the fea- 
ihore. Valdemhr at the fame time was raifing a fiorm in the 
South; and refolving to fettle a plan of operations with Hac^ 
qtein, fet fail for Norwey, and was taken on his way by a 
Danijb iquadron, and carried prifafler to Elfmore* Here he 
was detained, clofely confined fojj^ome bionths, and then fet 
at liberty, at the intercelfiiKt'^ fome princes, on figning 
an acknowledgment of his errors, and giving up all his pre- 
tendons to ■^en, and the other places he had claimed as 
his right.* This infirixnent was guarantied by the princes 
whp procured his liberty, all of whom took an oath to de¬ 
clare againft him, fbould he infringe any fi^le article of the 
deed he had nov^Tolemnly figned ana fealedT 

ERIC, having finifbed this tranfwion, and patched up a A. D. 
peace with the king of Norway, coiiforted himfelf with the 1286. 
pleafing hope of enjoying the nmsfa^ 9 t of bis Ufe in tran- 
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ter by aband ofcoafpirators, the chief nobinty of th€ kihg*' 
dom, among whom was yams earl of Holland. The cal^l 
confiiled of nine perfons, each of them having thejr **pant- 
eular grudge againft the king, whom they ac^fed 6f inCon««^9 
tinence and avarice, the weak apoldgies of treachery and re¬ 
bellion. They perpetrated their dcfirn as the king was 
making a progrefs to North yutland to adminifter juflic^ — 
fettle the (late of the province, loading him with'fifty 
wounds, while he lay faft afleep irt his chamber at an inn in 
Wiarburgi Where he had taken tbe'diverfion of hunting for 
a few days. The murderers were a long time unknown, and 
inight.perhaps have ever lain concealed, had not their con- 
fciences rifen in judgment againft them. Imagining fw^e 
was no fecutity for them in Dinmark^ they de<^ to Nor- 
ioay^ by which meanf the whole plot was difcovered, and 
their nafties tranfmitted with ignominy to the lateft po- 
flerity. 

Htj eha- Thus died Eric Vlf. in the flower of his age, and with 
ra^fr. the reputation of fevetal virtues, which he obfcured by luft , 
and avarice. He had debauched the wives and daughijjers of ' 
feveral of the nobility, which drew upon him their indigna¬ 
tion : and the large Turns amafled by his rapacioufnefs bad 
filled his private coflers, while the public treafury was empty, 

■f and the people opprefled with poverty. Thefe vices were, 

/ however, more than fufficiently puniflied by the nature of bis 
M death ; and it is probable, if he^had lived longer, that expe-r 
rience would have in fomemeafure corredled them, on per¬ 
ceiving how odious they were to his fubjedls. % 

■ \ 

ERIC Vin. furnamed the PIOUS. 

ErjcVIII. ERIC the Pious, furnamed likewife Mowed, fucceeded 

Jurnamd to the.crown of his fathc^frirVII. As he was yet a mi* 
the Pious, nor, bis mother and the ferlqte governed the kingdom ; and 
Voldemar of Slefwick was appdri.r‘*d his guardian. The firft 
, a£t of £nV’s authority was bidding a diet at Schtlfifcore, where 
he propofed means to the diet for revenging his 4 ther*s death, 
and puniChing the murderers. The oonfpirators wanted noi 
friends, who gave them immediate intelligence of the refolu- 
tions of the alleinbly: uj^n which they planned a fcheme for 
feiaing the king's*peribn. and taking the fupscme government 
into their own hands, necret as this plot was kept, Voldemar 
got fome intimation of iwj and having firft removed the king 
put of danger^ he doobhd the guards round the city, and 
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meafures as fruftrated the oonTplracy, and 
irators to fly the kingdom. * , 

>ewife a ftrange pr^igy, at leaft what wis * 
thought 10 in thofe dark ages, appeared in the heavens. Three 
^ung, a^refpieadent as the meridian fun, wer^feen altogether, 
each Incircled by a^beautifill rainbow j but this is a phaeno* 
menon cafily accounted for by every perfon who has made ni- 
t^rid philoTophy his Ihidy. It was then efteemed the bar* 
mngdr of dreadful calamities. 

A SECOND diet was held at Nwharg } and here a refolu- 0. 
Jion was taken, that the care of making an inquiry into this ,287* 
horrid plot ihould be committed to (Jtb 9 o^ BrandetAurg, jnfuny * 
Witiflaw of Rugen^ the princes of Hfdfitiny and others of the into tit 
Dqxnfii nobility, to the number of twenty-feven perfons. The m/ptray, 
cbmmitted’i^l^n examining proper evidence, cited James earl 
of Holland^ Canute Stigoty Nicholas Hnlanffaty Peter Perfty 
Peter JameSy Nicholas Canutcy Ago CacciuSy Ramo Jonay and 
Onuid BenediSly before them } pronounced thqm guilty of par¬ 
ricide and high treafon, the enemlm of flie king and king¬ 
dom, outlawed by the laws of thq^land, and their tiiz\x,% 7 hecoufpi^ 
confifeated to the crown. ratm are 

The confpirators, failing in their laft attempt, had taken outkmed, 
rdfuge a fecond time in Norwe^y where they (wore allegiance 
to the king, at that time on bad terms with Denmarky and 
N received from him the caftle of Congd^y ftrong by art anC 
' nature. They likewife refolved to fortify, in the ftrdhgenL 
manner, Hunelfirah, JVarhtiggy and othef places belonging to^ 
the earl of againn all the attempts of dtit Danes \ 

and thus a war was again commenced between Denmark and n$iut 
Norway* continued for the fpace of nine years, almoft Norway, 
to the utter rdm and deftru£lion of both kingdoms. * 

In the beginning of the year 1288, Haedwn proclaimed A. D: 
upon the fame pretences which both he and his father 128$. 


war, 

had ufed in the preceding conte^. He likewife (kreened the 
injuftice of his caufe under th^pecious pretext of revenging 
the injury done to fome o& nobility in Denmarky by 

0 robbing them of their eftates, and banilhing them the king¬ 
dom, without form of trial, or proof of their guilt. How¬ 
ever fallh this laft pretext might be. It gave a better afped to 
his caufe, and made the Norwegiansy as well as net^bouring 
nations, lefs acquainted with the tnie (late of aflairs, applaud his 
motives. Littl« was done for this war be(i 9 es making vigorous 
preparations *, but in the fpring of \e following year Hacquits 
attacked Eljinorty and burnt it diwn to the ground. He 
{leered thence to Haffnia i but 4at venturin| to land, he 
turned his courfe to the iflands 4 '>*ogria and Aihnay which he 
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wa(l94 Afux thu be fent Quuarius Cru^mth a 
drort of light frigates to make an attempt ottfcarura ; but this 
OiBcer returned with the lofs of two thims of ^is whole 
fleet. ^ ^ . 

petailof the mean time the outlawed confpiratj^rs r^Kaged the 
iki foafls; and after deflroying' Brafirjburg, made a deifeen^' 
Vn ^ainfoe^ whence he carried off feme plunder. He next 
Went to Torneburg^ whert; king Erie MfdU fmquently to oafs a 
few days, and this place he burnt, from henci^ h^ 
fo FaJ/iria, and, after laying defolate the city Nic&ping^ he in* 
yelled the citadel. The Noruisgians^. thinking to make an ^ 
tafy prey of a fquadroii of Danijk (hips lying off the iiland 
l.aalnnd^ were themlelves defeated with great lo&. This 
pbliged tiigai to raife the fiege, and retire with all poflible cx- 
ipediticn to Hvc^Hith then at Amagria, Here joining for^s, 
they failed to Strebecopi^, burrjt it, and then returnld to Nor-- 

ERICy willmg to fpare innocent blood, fent amba(j&^rs 
with propofals of peace.. He offered to pay to Hacquin his 
, mother’s porciop, proyVed. he woyld feparate himfelf from 
the parricides, and quit the defence of a caufe which a good 
l^.rince ought to blum for having ever engaged in : but Hac- 
quin infilled upon ferips for the confpirators, which broke off 
the negociation. The queep now brought on a treaty of 
jn^rrUge between the-king and IngeburgOy princefs of Sweden^ , 
I ^'and daughter to Aiegnus^ As foon as the terms were 

< fettled the parties vlere betrothed : and, to connedl the fami* 

I lies more (irmly, (he contracted ner daughter with the Ton of 
MagnuSy both croWns foliciting for a difpenfation at Ronu. 

|k the fummer of this year Hacquin and the exiles again 
pui to fea, plundered and burnt the towCa ^f AUatrg an 4 
^wsnburg in "Jutland and Fionioy ravaged part of Laalandy and 
(hen returned unmolelled to Norway, ^ut the exiles re¬ 
mained with part of the fleq^ in the Bakicy and fortified Sproa, 
pnd Hielmy from whence th^ propofed harral^ng the coalls 
of Denmark. Kor did,. . Remain long in indolence. 

Ke:(t year ha returned, and made qn unfuccelsful attempt 
oti Corfora, Again he turned his arms i^gainft Holben and 
^icopingt both which cities hc; burnt and dellroyed. <All this 
the exiles were ravaging Middkfirdy and other placea 
of Itrfs cohfideratioti. Stigoty their admirql, bad by this time 
fa fortified Hjelmy that it iSecame a place ^ ^reat flrength, 
qnd a fafe retreat; for thc/.gh the iiland be fmall, yet its lofty 
and craggy (Ituation rendets it extremely difficult of accefs. 

UsTit the year I293 ^ nothing material recorded, 
belides Ihe rebuildmg^ Kii'BaJfniay, and the d^a.ih of Stigot.^ 
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rdign^ his lift breath with a heroifia which wouU 
ireAe^led honW on-a better life, and in the true Rman fpirit. 
AAeml||[ing hi\ friends round him, he fpoke to them in the^ 
following manner: You fee, my friends, what our fitua*- 

is. We have weathered every ftorn^, by means of the • 

“ harmony iubfiifing amjbng us: we hafve fuccccded in ev^ry 
** enterprize from the fame caufe. Now that 1 am about to 
“ part with you f 5 r ever, obfcrvc this my laft requeft, that 
“*• you ftill prcfervc the fame unanimity, and God will prolper 
** your undertakings. Chufe another leader in my room \ 
obey him as you have done me; and let not the ambition 
of any individual ruin the confederacy, a^id deArcw the 
4 * column of honour we have been fo long erecting. In this 
“ confiAs your whole flrength: like this bundle of twigs» 

.‘^ Vhilc cleave together^ you arc incapable of being 
brokeh; apart, you are wet^, and may be turned, twiAed^ 
and fnapped at plcafure.*' with theie words he yielded up 
the ghoA, and delivered Erit from one of the moft formidal^le 
o/ his enemies. V 

To WARPS the clofe of this yeM a cotigrels was fettled, a. 6 . 
at which Eric and Hacquin were to preAde in perfon, for the i zpji. 
adjuAing of their differences. The princes met •, but parting 
without having come to iny conclufion, ^eitquin equipped a 
^eet, and recommenced honilities, making a fourth defcent 
on Denmarkt to the great lofs and teribr of the inhabitant^ . «. 
'great numbers of whom were ruined by it. He took th^ 

'fhips of Denmark at fea; 4 ome he plundered, others he de -1 
Ilroyed; biTC in general he fent them into his ports, imme- ^ 
diately conAfcating both Ihips and cargoes. 

Not long afmr Ranm jma^ another of the cbnipirators, 
was taken in Rojfhild^ and broke upon the wheel; and the 
archbiChop of Lundm was, by the king’s ordeb, thrown into 
prifoO) together with his archdeacon. This latter efcaping, 
went to Rme^ and, by bis mann^of relating things, incenf^ 
bis holinefs violently againA th^ing. 

Immediately on the^b^T of this, a difpute arofe be- A. D. 
tween and Valderiiar duke of Holflein^ concerning fome 
frontier towns, to which both claimedf a right; and toe king 
of ^oriJby^ believing t^is a feafonable opportunity for purfuing 
the war, entered into a league with Voldemar^ and renewed 
his dep^ations on the Danip coafh. , 

While therd^tranfadlions were ^ing forward,*the biAiop The hijhep 
of l^jdcn effecting his elcape ftomyedgburg-ca^le^ went ArA ^Lun^n 
to and from thence to Rome^ where he added trcAl r/capet ««f 

l^uel to the Are already kindled by ms^ archdeacon. In conle- *fprifm% 
Queace the whole kingdom was laid under a new interdi^ion, 

find 
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'^arid the king mul£led to pay the archbiflii^ an unmenfe fum*' 

1 of money, to indemnify his loiles and dtlgidce. ^ie had , 
fent his brother Chrifiepher and bis high chancellor 10 Ram»t 
to plead his caufe: he now loft it, and blamed his brother, as 
either corru|;rt or indolent, which produced a quarrel becwteii , 
thtem. Whether the affront put dpon the king zt Callenhurg 
was an efteift of this difference, or the qaufe or it, we know 
not f hiftory only relates, that Chri/iepher's garrifon in that 
place fhut the gates upon Eru» juft as he was prepannV *to 
enter the city. Highly incenfed at the indignity, bis majefty 

returned with a body of forces, in order to punifti the offenders._ 

Chrijlopher wai penitent, or rather he profeiTed his ignorance 
of the whole; but nothing lets than the death of the principal 
officers in the town could fatisfy the king. 

The next year was fpent m'a feries of altcrcatWj with the 
pope’s legate and the bifhop o^hunden. ‘ The legate had en¬ 
tered wholly into the intereft of the latter, infffting upon 
terms which the king dete mined not to grant. He had like- 
wife refufed to pay the {jtie impofed on him by his holinefs; 
and imagining the pope nad been deceived by a falfe repre- 
fentation of the nature of the difpute, he remitted to Ram a 
frefii impealt apd |)eavy complaints both of the legate and 
arebbtfhop. ^ 

f* In this frtuation flood things between his majefty and the 
^^ropcf when ambaifadbrs arrived at Rofchiid from Lubec^ foli- 
i eiting Eric to take upon him the proteclion of this commercial' 
city, greatly diftrefled by a number of furroundtng enemies, 
who envied her rapid progrefs, and eaft an eye of defire on 
the immenfe wealth (he had treafured up. Eric accepted the 
propofais, and a treaty was agreed on, wh^el^ he undertook 
to defend the Luhechers againtl all their enemies, in confide- 
ration of a fubfidy of feven hundred and fifty marb in filver 
yearly. On the other hand, they were to as vallals to 
the king; and to have in paji' a certain number of forces, and 
a fleet ready to be put in molisog king’s call. The Z.»- 
beckm were in the mean time to Vade freefy to airthe ports 
of Denma*k^ as long as this treaty remained in force, and the 
time was limited to the term of eleven years. ^ 

This year a ncgociation for a peace between the crowns 
of Denmark and Norway was fet on foot by the duke of 
Langland, who offered by mediation, and renewed the very 
terms which had been pyr^ofed feme years before, when the 
convention was broke tifl' on account of the conffSimrs, 
whom the king refufed t«\include. With this view he pafted 
over to Norwtyi and oHtainrd from Ha<.quin a promife thal 
he would meet Eric at Co^fora^ each attended by a lew nobj< 



fU H^Ury if Denmstrk. 


21 ^ 


confentVould )» gained. Eric eafily ,a(&ntcd to a propo* 
fal fd cguitable, and immediately grann^ paJTports to Haequm 
V and his retinut; l»»t he foibid tne regicides to be .of the num- - - 

bcr. After the com'milfioners had taken a folemn oath toie 
fwayed by no privaae or national ipotivcs, they entered 
^u.'fioefs s but could come to no determination, and thus the Denmark 
congreti broke up without the happy fruits expedied from it. 

A DIFFERENCE which arofe between the knights of the way. 
"Teutmic order and the bi(hot> of had |lmoft involved 
the king in a war with that warlike afiU:iation s but the pope’^ 
interpontion prevented the efFufion of Cbriftian blood *. 

the year 1302, the king fent .the moft plaintive and fup- 
plicatingtfRitters to the pope, intreating, ihat he would be 
pleafed to remove his heavy cu^fe, under which the kingdom 
had laboured fur fome years paft, and receive himfelf and 
fdbjedis again into the bmom of church, allowing th<An 
the free ufe of the holy communio^ from which they had fo ^ 
long been interdided. His holineis, moved with his (upplica- 
tions, granted his requell} the interdidion was taken off, and 
tjie whole kingdom rung with joy, as if foms very fignal ad- 
vantage had been obtained. Such was the afcendency this 
politic and truly artful fpiritual foveVeignty had obtained ov«^ ^, 

\ the minds of princes, rather ignorant than devout, fath^ 
ibperftitious than pious. \ 

This yrar the war between Norwtn and Denmark wasV 
again renewed. Nothing, indeed, could be more irregular' 
than thevoperations of both kingdoms; for, although notice 
had been coaclxded, hoftilities frequently ceafed for a year 
. or two, and then were refumed by making a defeent on each 
other's coalls. Haequin fitted out a fleet, add ravaged tht^^arn* 
Danijh iflands ; while Eric laid fkge to Huneljirah^ IVarburg^ newed 
^ and other places on the fea-Aaft; yet at the fame time a •with Nor< 
convention was fitting for f^flning a peace. It would feem 
that James earl of HaUani had attempted the relief of thefe 
»rritons; but failing in his attempt, be liirrendered all North 
HaUatui to Hacquiit^ and made it over to him in perpetuity, 
putting himfelf and children under that monarch's procedion $ 
and making no other terms, than if it fliould happen that 
Haequin^ by any favourable turn^fbouldlever procure a con¬ 
firmation of tb% deed by Eric^ he*^ould then appoint his eld- 
pft Ton governor of the country. ^ 

* Pro his vid. Poktan. 1. vH. Mivas. l.iii. 


.3 


Next 





Uifiasy ^Denmar^;. , , 

, Next year notluQg remarkable happened^ befirdep that tb<| 
king publiihed another proclamation, citing the regicides to 
' take their trial according to law. We have already f^n thaf 
they were convicted, and their eftates contifcated : to what 
purpofe, then, this new proclamation was ilTurd, we'^ngw* 
no;. Certain it is, that none of tPe conf^irators obeyed the 
fupnmons, and we hear of no neW fentence pafTed upon 
them, 

In the year 1306, Eric raifed an army to fupport Bifgtr^ 
Eilfc Sweden^ his brother-in-law, who was driven QUt of 

his kingdom by his brothers. He led his troops tc the fron-, 
%0ther‘ift- Gothland^ where he was met by the enemy. Botli 

i^Bir- 3irmics encamped within fight for fome days; and at length a 
for one year, was agreed to by i^riV and t\iG Sxvedi/h 
Swedes, princes. Notwiihflanding this, Valdemar duke 9 ( Fintand^ 

* one of the brothers, pafi^ ir.o Gertnaw/y where, fevying a. 
body of horfe, he made a d* .cent on Schoneny ravaged the 
country, and carried off* Ch'lftophtry king Erics brother. At 
the fame time the No}-vrgians landed at Termburgy which 
* place they inveffed ; but Vere repulfed, and driven to their 
ihips. 

'Fhe following year Eric refolved to return the infult of¬ 
fered by the dufefc of Finland, in contempt of the late trued. 
For this purpofe he raifed an army, took with hi.m Vdldemar 
^ Slefwick and his brpther Eric, marched into the enemy’s 
^untry, and came within fight of their army; yet, after all, 
fgko battle enfued. The rigour of the winter was fo great, 
f that the fbldicrs could not handle their arms: bbfides, the. 
Swedes on his approach fent to demand equitable terms of 
peace, to which they declared they would ch^fully fdbfcribe. 
Accoidingly a ceiTation of arms was agreed updn, and preli¬ 
minaries to a peace fettled, which were never kept. It was 
the fume with refpe£% to a truce eftablifhed with Norwayy after 
a very tedious negociation. In truth, Eric wanted vigour; he ^ 
was eafily amufed with any piV'text that could keep him from 
' entering upon adion; his enemies perceived his weaknefs, and 
converted it to their'Own purpofes. 

Two years after the preceding truce, Eric again renewed 
the war with Swedeny in behalf of his brother-in-lai^, who 
had all this time lived an exile in Denmark, His army con- 
flfVcd of Bxty thouffind tighttng men, commanded by himfelf 
in perfon, and under him (tie chief nobility of the kingdom. 
Five tWouTand horfe were jllevied in Germanyy and with thefq 
forces he entered JF^eJi Gothlandy and laid fiegc to NUopiag, 
The enemy, commanded by duke Ericy finding themfelvcs 
wnablc to ratfe the liege by venturing a battle, were cxtremclv , 
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.^Ugent «ivl. alert ^indlilrelSng tfie klngj^ by cutting dT all 
his convoys and forage. For. three months Eric lay b^ore • 
the cit)^ but carried on his operations flowly. His generals ^ic 
^ qu^reUed,<^i|^ry duty was relaxed, and difgrace and cedfo great 
approaching large ftrides; when his majefty, defpair-i^rarrrt 
'* ‘fsi' brhjfic'up the itege, and entdted upon a ik^o- 
peace. "Terras were fettled, the treaty figncd, 
and the care of the panijh army committed to Chrijiepher^ the 
king’s brother, who v\ja5 to conduct it into Denmark. In his 
march he fet Are to a<great number of villages, and commit^ 
ted many other diforders, contrary to the truce the king had 
Juft fignea jn tipQ,n which the Swedes lodged a complaint 
againft hifo, aifid he was deprived of his ccAnmiffion, and 
likewife'of the dutchy of Halland^ which the king had be- 
fto.'ved on him a little before. Chrijhpher immediately quit-p • 
ted tlie artjny, and joined himfelf to the king’s enemies. 
drew up a charge againft him, *Vhich he piefented to the dict^^^ 
of the ftates 5 and Chrtflopher in his anfwer fo clearly XO tfhii bra* 
evtry article of the impeachmennKthat the diet intereftcd/ifrClirif- 
themfelves in his behalf, befecched king that he would topher,, 
reftore him to his favour, and at rCngth procured not only 
his leave to return, but the dutchy of Holland, upon the fame 
terms he had held it before. Before this d^iet broke up, Bir* 
ger, fo long exiled from his own kingdom, was likewife reftored, 
and a peace concluded between him and hi,s brothers, A remon« 
jftrance was lodged againft king Eric, by Macquin king of • • 

v(;^, complaining that he had often refufe^ the moft equita*T 
ble terms of^accommodatiori^ and broke off all conventions Y 
juft when matters were on the point of being adjufted. But v 
to this Eric replied, that no terms could be equitable, or in¬ 
deed honourable tq, him, that included a pardon for the mur¬ 
derers of his predecefibr. However, what this remonftrance 
could not efFedl was brought about by a difference which 
arofe between Hacquin, ana Eric duke of Swedeland. Hac- 
quin demanded the reftitution of fongel, IVarhurg, and other 
garrifons, committed in truft to duke Eric, which he refufed, 
on being difappointed in hii?cxpe£lation of marrying the king 
of ATflrwfl/s daughter. Eric of Denmark thought this the^ ^ 
faireft opportunity for eftablifhing a firm and folid peace 
tween the courts of Denmark and Norway. Accordingly he 
propofed a treaty of marriage between Magnus, fon to Birger, bevween 
king of Sweden, and Jngeburga, daiiehter tes Hacquin. The tie Jon of 
terms were accepted, the marriage /if^mnized in Hajfnia, In* Birger and 
geburga ^eclired queen of Norway in taiiiire of the male Wnc^ daughter 
and a folid peace concluded between the three northern ^Hac- 
powers, all brought into a ftridt union by this alliance. quin. 

Next 
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A. D. Next yetr JErir^ltkcwUe fpeht ki nvii^pnce. 4o its 
xjio.'' bourt, and tcanquSity to his .own* lubje^. The prif^s of 
,, Hoyiein were rcccmcilled to Denmark^ and a ^rertainJcoiitro-^ 
verfy with lVratifiw<t prince of ^ir|'<a,';^i^ab)y ceminatc'^. 
Games and tournaments were intiituted *,1*1 R^ock^ to celo 
brate this happ)Pevent; and Dmmrk^ pf^haps, nevt^r faw ik 
more joyful occafion *. ' 

A. D. But this calm, fo neceHary and feafoqyhlc to a country ex* 
1311. haufted with the continual ilorm of war^^'was not of lon^ du¬ 
ration. The duke of Mecklenburg was Jefirous of Solemnizing 
his nuptials at Rojleck ; but the citizenr had denied 1 ;>m ad¬ 
mittance. Incenfed at this indignity, he ('oppl,*;; .ed to Eriu 
who wrote a peremptory order to the citizens* to do honour to 
the duke ; but they perfifHng in their refufai, he equipped a 
fleet, and failed to the coads of Lower Saxony. Towards the 
bejieged hy land the city was invefted by the duke of Mecklenburg^ Valde- 
*ke king, mar Brandenburgs and thoTneighbouring princes, while the 
king’s fleet blocked it up onjhe fide of the gulph or mouth of 
(he river IVarnow. Hei^., be funk (hips, laid booms acrofs, 

, and raifed works on ^/ch, to guard which he left a (lender 
garrifon, and returned libme ; but he was fcarce gone when 
the befieged made a brifk fally, deftroyed ail his works, and 
opened the pafTa^e, building ftrong towers on each fide to 
prevent his entering with the fame eafe a fecond time. Im¬ 
mediately after this,, they entered into a league with fome 
'i neighbouring dates, lind, equipping a fleet, invaded Denmark^^ 
2 burning Sconora, Rflljierboe^ Amagrios Elfinore^ and other ciy 
f ties, after carrying off a very rich booty. ^ 
i This was.an infult which Eric thirded to revenge. He 
failed directly for the WarneWs attacked the tower^ they had 
built in his abfence, and, after feveral brifk attacks, which con¬ 
tinued for three days, took them by aflault. He next drew 
lines round the city, blocked it up by Tea, and, through dint 
of perfeverance, reduced the inhabitants to fuch didrefs, that 
they turned their refentmef^ againd the fenatc, and broke out 
into an open revolt. They ufirmed, that their liberties were 
fold to the king, and that the movith of the river was ‘blocked 
up by their connivance. Encaged at this notion, they flew like 
maniacs round the dreets, feized and put to death feveral fe- 
nators of the firft didin£lion, torturedsjthers, an^ at length, 
tired with (laughter and barbarity,,, fent to king Eric to depre¬ 
cate his wfath, ad; pardop for their rebellion, and fuc, in the 
mod fubmiilive terms, fry* 
was prone to mercy, 


AllU Jfl CuC 

!, fa*'peace. The kiwg, whofe temper 
heard their fupplications, and pitied their 


* Vid. Aua. citat ibid. 
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^«o«dUk»ik «i|t die%irairf of hi» kingdoai fequiring hitlmtiie* 
diace he re£errei the burners to the duke of* 

, Meciie^urgf iq whom he ^ommeiid^ the mildelt treat* ^ 
ircitc. A ceiTaupn' Wr-hoftilfties was granted, and commij^ 
i^oners were appol^bd to ^tle the preliminaries lor a thorough 
agreement. T^hc^lwcaty tAas to be ncgociSted without the 
walls, but the dukdHleterlj^ined otherwiie } and being impla¬ 
cable againft the citizens, be found means to convey a party 
of choice foldicrs, kt tw"-Covered waggons, that were enter¬ 
ing {hoitglt/. .■Tbei^'t^Stieed upon the gates, and tot them 
open, i.' The duke ufth his whole army rufhed in, and an ntf 
obibnate G'aitJe in the market-place, when the duke 

pereeiVing mangels like to prove too hard for hih), proclaimed 
the king's orderSy^ihat juflicc (hould be admniftered bylaw, 
without having rebourle to the fword ; and that bis only mo¬ 
tive tor feiiing the cKy was to provide hU trtxrps with better 
quarters during a negotiation ti'^c might prove tedious. The 
citizens no fooner heard this dev.'aration than they drew oiT^ 

*and permitted the duke to quarter't'is ttooi>s without molefta** 
tion. They were molded to pay, three inftallments, the • 
fum of fourteen thoufand maiks in fi^fer, or that value in Icar- 
let cloth, and other merchandize, to indemnify the king, the 
duke, and the marquis of-fo( the expences of 
the wi^r 

This year a confpiracy formed again(^ the king’s life was A. D. 
kdifeovered by Eric of • Langland’s wife. After his deatn. «She\ 1312.* 
^ad found a letter in his cabinet, containing an account of the 
fd<A and the names of all the confpirators, and pidiitiy fbew- 
ing that her hufband was deeply engaged in this villainous de- 
(ign. Weighing her duty to the king againft the regard Ihe 
ought to preferve ^or the m^ory of her husband, at length 
(he determined to reveal the whole, which (he did, by pre- 
fencing the letter to king Eric, The affair was kept a pro¬ 
found (ecret, until the diet was alTembied, and then the king 
ordered the paper, iigned and fea’^’d by the confpirators, to he 
produced. As foon as the ailon.mment of tib people ceafed, 
they requeued that the cor>fpirators might be feized and pu« 
nimed. Immediately Andrew Hogby and Nickdas Rannv 
were put^n irons, and broke on the wheel, ending tbofe lives 
in mifery which they^had fpent in planning the moil vil¬ 
lainous and horrid defigns. Ail the others, among whom 
were fcvcral ‘ biibops, particularly ^ofe of RefchtMy Othon^ 

Wihurg^ and SUfwick^ were parddl. on account of Eric\ 
great regard for their facred funi^on, which it would. 


* Vid. PoMTAN. 1 . vii. 
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' crimes} only an«<l«^th of all^iaiwc #m rt^’JSftd o^>he 

vhich they ^ere at libeny to bijpak aa j^ey had don^ the for* ^ 
mer, fince they were tied down^by no |tced«e» or other 

rity for their good condu£l **. . , j; u 

'Towards ihS clofe of this yean a ftew d«ngi jft wjs setiled* 
a'v which Eric^ Hac^uin, Birgtr, Vuke c^ijfjpher^ Valdemat 
and Ericy dukes of Swtdelandy with fev^al other princes, 
prefided in perfon. Here it w^.w-v;<2poied to ^ftabh^ tjip 
late peace, concluded betwcetcMueie e^rinccs. more 

folid bafis, as difficulties occurred whic j had then J)ee». j -lied 
over unohicrved, The congrefs fat for a , Irlvemonth, 
and at lail a"ll particulars were adjufted to < .ust/dljuii of 
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This year an infirreflion appeared \x\’'hrih ^ntlandy 
cited by fome of *he nobility, who- nfligated- jhe people 
againft the govern nent, aiW^ made them refufe payment of 
the taxes impofed l,y the kiy^' and diet. They foon broke out 
into adls of violci ce, m^^ering the fteward of the houfhold, 
whom the king had I nt to appeafe them. Upon this the 
king put the army in modon, and was marching againft them, 
when the infurgents thought it advifeable to fubmit, and 
throw themfelyes Aipon his clemen^. Erie pardoned thcpi, 
but impofed a new tax, by way of fine, which was continued 
ior a long time under the name of Galdtum ; and to awe 
flhcm for the future, lie eredfed four ftrong caftles in the pro¬ 
vince, in which he placed numerous garrifons ; but the no» 
bihty did not cfcape with the fa^ne favfiur. Four were pro- 
feribed and baniftied, and Peter Porfius pardoned, on condi¬ 
tion that he took an oath at the high altar, to brqpk off all 
correfpendcnce with his late friends, the cijpmies of his coun¬ 
try, and to remove with his whole houlbold into Zealam 
within the year. 

About the beginning of this year e difpute arofc betweer 
Eric and the nmrquis of Elfrandenburgy about Stralfundcy thi 
inhabitants of wlich had mslde fevcral incurfions into the ter¬ 
ritories of the prince of Rugeriy the king’s vaflal# Thefe th< 
prince retaliated, and was fupporced by the king, while thi 
city of Stralfunde was protc£led by the marquis. ^ Thing 
were likely to terminate in an open rujiturc between the twi 
courts, when the marquis, apprchenfivc of the confeqtiences 
made ovc^ures which wepe accepted. T he city of Straljund 
was forced to break ofF tljdtf dlliance with Brandenburg : it wa 
obliged to relinquifti the forts built, and encroachments mad 
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iwr y of Iflvgfn ; t 
to reftor 


of prin^ •, to reito 

•dejpnify^itn ii^he ^pence 
tjp^wtizens of 
gp jorning themrelt js to 
^he^led tro^' fk^c 
an hodile mannevjkro the mt 
cfeftroying the coui iry as « 
aj*»accouiit <4|' this 


t# ackndw}«dge the forereignty 
3r{ all the prifonen, and to in- 
8 l)f the war. But the next year 
3JIKC the firft article of this treaty, 
e marquis ; and fuon after they 
^d all the others, %y marching in 
rritory of R.ugeny plimdering an<^ 
they went. l-Vinfinw thfpatched 
5 \to Ericy who, without ilelav^. 


■ egs^acc giu it <![' this ir^y.. ..ok to Eric^ who, without ilelav, 
lin< 0/«H''\s^?d!)lemarj|Of duir.ol|^n, to the marquis ot 
detiSWfi wi^ reinonf^nces agairft his condu£f. and inilffing 
upon t,h5_jex.j^^t^Viiof the late thcaty; but OUiui returned 
with**noth)n^ii«if'^^tisfa£tory than that^e marquis had not at¬ 
tempted any thing jiigainft the crown ot^enmark. JVuiflav) 
was to the jncan ^iipe prciling for a reiiforcement, that he 
f mjght be sWb to take vS>.l field ^ainft.th<Aenemy, which the 
dcln^ fent with all the expedi^n poffitw; but before the 
‘ Dana arrived a peace was fettled^bon muw the fame terms 
as the former. ^ ^ 1 • 

ERIC fludied peace, and was layufg thf foundation of a , 

plan for pafling the reft of his life in tranquility, when Efger 
Julius, archbifhop of Lunden, dilturbetk his repofe. What 
th<imotives for this quarrel were, we are noj informed, ^’he 
difference was referred to the pope, and decided, cont.’ary to 
the ufual cuftom, againft the prelate, whoyvas mulcted to pay 
ihe king five thoufand marks of filver in tire fpace of ten ye^rs, 

^d rigoroufly enjoined by his holinefs, to attempt nothing * 
irilCrher in hi&dioccfe or elfev^cre, conttary to the will of Ins 
sovereign. i 

AcAiN«the war broke out between Demnark and Branden- 
hurg, Chrijiophti;, tiie king’s brother, and feveral of the no- 
bility, adhering to the latter. The allies fitted out a fleet at D nmark 
Stralfunde, and made a defeent on Ftonia, where they took and IJran- 
by affault the city Swenburg, and defeated FLpp, governor of denburg. 
the ifland, who had collcdfcd a tumultuary army to oppofe 
them. Eric, on the firft notice, \t:x\X. Harman, eat 1 of Glica, 
with feven thoufand men, to* Jay fiege to Stralfunde, and fooii 
after reinforced him with a ftrong body of Swedes, which 
Berger ha^ fent to his afliftance. C>n his ariival in Germany, 

Harman wa--joined by % great number of princes and noble¬ 
men, yafl'als to the crown of Denmark. The duke of Saxe 
Lawenburg had, in particular, exerted hindelf tojdiftinguifh 
bis loyalty, in vWiich he was unl^^lwnate ; for encamping 
with his own troops near Stralfunde, babre the Danes arrived, 
he was attacked by a body of the enemy, who fallied out of 
the town, deJeated, and taken prifoncr. In a .few days the 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII. Q. reft 


his conduiff, and inflfting 


but before the 
the fame terms 


226 


A.D, 
^ I 3 ‘^ 
Ei'it 


Jlit cha- 
ruaer. 


the Hifti>ry^ofT)tTimzx\i. 

reft of the array came up an^invefted the Ty* 

'was carried on with very litti^progrefs for McrSl wh^; 
finding that the king did no^ arrive m was with a A 

army, Harman and the princeiJkaqjeeii Vak up thciit^at ip. 
j&r/c, indeed, averfe to war, refold* if ,#*could be cffelteU^to 
accommodate masters. This ' iiiJC^fekn ir-. Iitm mdu''ced 4 < 
number of the neighbouring prlllCftS to offer their mri- 

ciiation. Accordingly a pcac*wi>as ait^cluded, and all the 
places which the marquis of -th i^j*^t>urg and his ,allies hid ‘ 
feizcd, were rettored. Tj>?*f''rjrfqu«s^<’fas tietfvkbii^^o a fti ct 
obfervance of the articles the prccd^'ng treatyj^,'*anfi' 1 S 5 bk an 
oath not only to abltain fVom all attemfJ .***»a*^ff the diftridf of 
Rugen^ but to repel., wirn his whole power ••fcV**/ attempts that 
(hould be made b)V any other prince wha^iioever. In a word. 
Erie acquitted hin'felf fo well in this p.gocUfion, that not- 
withftanding the ;^dvantages the eflw/i'iy gaine<]f' «n the" war,^ 
through his ina£Ii ity, he h d a peace upon the fame terms i>w 
might have expected fwr rthe moft vigorous and fuccefsful 
operations in tht' field.^We have in our own time fecn fimi- 
lar inftanccs ; ; nd pethaps the treaties of Utrecht and Aix-la- 
Chapelle will he ranfmitted to pofterity as proofs of the fupe* 
rior utility of minifterial to military talents. 

CHRISTQPHRRy the king’s brother, could not however 
obtain the terms he expected ; and for that reafori went over 
to Sweden, where Ne lived in exile until the year 1318. When 
the king was takeh ill with that diforder which put an enl 
to his life, he exprefted his defirc of being reconciled to hi^ 1, 
and accordingly granted him a free pardon, without flipulatr.g 
any terms j foon after which he died, appointing Chrijiafher 
his fucceftbr, and earneftly recommending it to -.the nobility 
round him to fupport his claim (A) *. v , 

ERIC is greatly extolled for his piety, found policy, and 
juft ice. None of the wars in which he was engaged were fo 
iin|M-.rtant as to gain him the reputation of a great warrior; 
yet notwichftanding his pfciftc difpofition, be feemed by no. 

« Crantz.' p. 309, 


(A) Pont anus and Meurjiut 
both alledge, that he exhorted 
them not to eled Iiis broiiier 
king, knowing i^ell how unfit 
he vvas to'govern a grer 
ilom ; and indeed ChUftepber'^ 
(L'uuu.n. would feem f:o jullify 


this opinion of h>^i. But we 
are inclined to believe from 
the free pardon he granted him, 
and upon the authority of Crania 
SUMS, that ,he adually named 
him to the fucceilion (1}. 


(i) PcKtan* I, vii. Atturf. ii. 


ir-e.^c 
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w ^ting in *valour ami military talents. TAis atlSi^ 
that whatevei|his fuccefs was in the field, 
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•always dame olFwith 4y>nouland advantage i 
wfAlAMic made, h 'lelt^S^nd him no childr 
by hit 

;&Tiisftirtuiiii., as ^ ^ 
ij^c than his patei!\ 


every peace 
> children, though he 
ngtburga. This was the greater 

iVs cbara£ier was more remarka- 

• 
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' Containing the k^igns of Eric IX. and 

Vgl^rTBC ^ ‘‘Slefwick ; the Exluljion and Rcjti- 
^mion #7 Chriftoplj^r, i^.jo^th^ear 13J7. 

,,^cHk IS ro\^ n. 

Tp RIC was dead before ChriJIopker recced advice of his Chrifto.* 
paidon. Immediately he haftened to Aenmark^ and find- pher II. 
ing the throne vacant, he fupplicated iirfhe moft abjedt mari¬ 
nes, not only the nobility and clergy, but tihe ^ery dregs and 
refufe of the people, for their intercft at die enfuing eledion. 

He diilributed prefents, and difperfed p»mi(es among them 
.with great liberality ; in a word, he was Aic firfi king of lien-n 
•jSflrk we find mentioned in hiftory, who obtained his crovi n 

bribery,«i/:orruption, and*arts unworthy of a prince. His . ^ 
half-brother John earl of Wagria^ canvafled for votes in much ^ 
the fame manner, but with Icfs fuccefs ; for though the pnn- 
cipal perfons in«tho» kingdom were difpofed to cledt Eric duke 
of Sle/wickf in order to unite that dutchy to the crown, yet 
the vulgar, and ChriJiophtr\ party, prevailed. He was trt^un by 
cordingly feated upon the throne, after a warmly conteilrd corruption, 
ele^ion, towards the beginning of the year 1320, about two 
years after the late king's deceale. It would feem that a par¬ 
ticular oath was adminifterfcd to him, and dtfiercnc in fome 
refpCiSl to that taken by his predeceflbrs; for we find it recited 
at large ly Pontanus^ containing in fubflance, 

* I b^ the biiliop^ clergy, and religions focieties, of all The oath 

* orders, Ibuuld be preferved in the full poflelfion of all their adminif- 

* liberties and immunities: that ^he fArerdotal fum^inn tered to 

* 0 iould be befidUred or permittctl^*^ none but perfons duly Chrifto- 

* ordained according to the canons omhe church : that fo- pket* 

* reigners, and thoi'e who were unac(|uainted with the verna- 

* cular languagie, fiioulJ be excluded*from all preierments in 

' Q_ 2, the 
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^ *Ahe cliurch : that a clergy lan (hould, W 

* be tried in a civil court, and jbjeil only to the 

‘ fpiiitual couit : that the cle gy bxes: uiat no*-* 

‘ naftciies (hould be under no V»fe?atitff maint'»in‘^ork:S 

‘ and dogs foj the king’s ufe ki^hta and“n«blelfhm 

* have the privilege of acquitting I hu%\!*»^ais>PCdu(ed'hndcon^, 

* vrdted of Climes, on tlicir payi^i a fihl^not exceeding fot^b 

‘ inaiks; that barons be not tt> lerve in the wars bi- 

‘ yond the lioiniers of the ^ that flubuldjrthcy--V 

‘ taken prik-ners, the kinij^f?5ll re^'erii tfiHlY'^t-hin tK^^ 

‘ (pace o( one year, otherMfe they fiy'M Ik\ exg^npftrPti'bm 
‘ (civ ing a li;.coiid time ; '»-or (hall it difh^''»i?'Sfoipj:iigir ho- 
‘ Hour, that they reb'fc tH<cir I'ervicc : that/hf’i?wg (hall nei« 

‘ tiler proclaim waf, nor'•"oi clude pcaccf without the con- 
‘ fent ot the hi(ho|w ami iinbdiry : tha^' b Gc^irin^ op- other 

‘ foreigner, hi<ld t/e gvive.!rnp.'cnt o> c*?)mmand tfi^any caf^e, ' 
‘ citadel, city, tr/i'n, or ber forireis within the kingdom j' 
‘ nor occupy aiT/ polls places of any kind or de/fomina- 
*‘ tion : that all| the ^{wi'owo o( North JuiUind^ except*the 

* fortrelles ol C^\^tlingch^ Sawdenhurg^ and Ripen, be demo- 
‘ lifljed : that a\/^e pardon (hall be granted to all outlaws, 

* and their heirs : tlfftt no perfon be pcriecuted on account of 
*• bis attachmvMt to the late king ; on the contrary, the lung 

* (hall, at his own c-)il, fupport all caufes for the defendant car- 
, * ii( d Oil upon iha^account: that the king exert his utmoll 
/ ‘ tSidcavoius to <;uiet and heal up ail differences and parties 

* among Ins fiihjtcls : that r]r.-c’ichants be (ree of all duti s 
‘ and eiHiies in tiie ports of the*kingdom : that 4no conliraiKc- 
' or autboiitVy not permitted by law, be laid upon the pea- 

* f.ints by the king’s officers : that an annual die^be held at 

* N:’J;ifg : that all the law's pafi’ed by /'vRWt'war be preferved 
‘ in thi ir fuil force, and tlieir defodib (upplied only with ap- 
‘ prubaiion of the diet; that no perfon be fummoned to the 

* kiry’s court, before his caufc has firft pafl'ed through an in- 
‘ fV. ior cf-urt: that no perfon be condemned to death, or 

* hn.v..- i'is gfHrds con file?, ted, but bv public (entence and trial: 

‘ th.it ail iii'polid (i'lce the'deaih of A'rt/r/m/flr, and par- 
‘ tiv-iiloly the l>Lg-pitir.:.}g be abolifned ; that all caufes be 
‘ fiid tiuJ in the coint of the particular diocefe wi'herc the 

* p.i::..;: rr lid-.’, next the provincial*»:ourt, afterw'ards in the 
‘ ki..;;’'; coi.ocil, and lafUy, before the diet, provided fuch 
‘ ep, -aL ke K-qifirite, a^jd^the parties not obliged to come out 
*• Ol lin ir o\-ii province: that all places‘belonging to the 

Cioivn, pledged to me nobilitv, (ball remain in their hands, 

‘ icdcemcd at the hated privC : that the king fummon 

•' no f.. 'j:.cf to Eppcar'ai any court beyond the limits of his 

‘ 4wl| 





Htflory ^1p«nmark«^ 

: that he be liable to all the latAking^W^ 
‘ deBfS r*^at Hc^ake not the leaft alteration in any of the 
‘*la\K5 or a)nftitutioi«/)f’^ic kiactlom.’ To thtio articUs fe- 
. . . of lef^*'-^.i/h> ^ . 
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pppor t 

Vjocf that the 
nopht r's clcutWM^.as vve 


m were annexed, all of which 
ihi/ l?Tng*fol%mnlyJVy ft^jtj ii4^ fealed, a great yuniher of the 
clergy and noft^^islrol^ribing to it as witn^iles 
^ROM this oathy^r rathip inftrumenr, to v\li!ch the king* 
ah^rted by oath, it 

jjjeiiod^'4 r -■•^,^\^ 5 robablc, fiooi iiiany rir- 
cui^ft^ya, trirfl IcJtni*! ly thc T^togatpe was mort- cxK nd- 
cd. T]?c dic^a^ fcro'Jses about tln'^hara^ljy; of Ch l/}si>hrr ; 
and this indiicci.\‘'j.''v^f’P^^ under'|j^iLlions for- 

•Dierly unknown i* ,i4)d perhaps his iwrt>*jiethcd of applying 
their votes had j,t.\'cn them the /r'l iiiiim.nion of this fit 
■■ig the pnxilege oi| the* ruhjiel. Jt ii 
cIL'igy had^iBtwifideiVble fliaie in (^hri- 
e fee their ^^muniiie rJccuicd in a very 
partici^.f^ianner.' \ 

LM*.MKUiA i KLV the rorfrcflL'S in hlof^h yuiXud wcic deino- 
lifhcd, agreeable to the oatli, tlie people pre»nding that they 
ferved as ftrong holds for the faiftious, in la^l they 

looked upon tliem as the means whereby'ffic ciown retrenched 
:ihci»o\vn licentious fpirit. ^ • 

This year the rebelled agninft MaoniVy fon to /?/;*' 

g£r, and drove the latter out of the kingt^’in, together with 
h's queen Mvg^aret. The old monarch fought protcilifin 
ii^^^enmark^ and v^as rcct ived J nf! ecd by Cbrf/lr.ph^r^ tho’ with 
warmthmul coiciiality than he had formcily been by /tr/V, 
who had a foul capable of feeling the misfoitunes of others. 

Ir; the y^ar 1322 the king called a diet, in order to fettle 
the fuccefTion, aj htf health was extremely infirm. He had 
interefl enough to have the crown fettled in thi? his own 
family, and his fi.n /:>/V declared prefumptive heir, the part¬ 
ner of his authority, and aftbeiate in the throne; at the fame 
time he had him crowned by the bifliop of Lundtn. 


i 
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CHRISTOPHER n. and E R I C IX. 

It was not before the year 1323, that the public tranquility Eric IX. 
began to bediftuibed, by the king’s negledt of the folemn ^w-eleaedau 
gagement he had entered into at his accefiion. His brother’s ujjidate in 
debts he refufed to pay; at lead he preva||cated in fuchar^c throne^ 
manner, that mat«y of the crediHK^^bccame banlcrupt, on 
account of the iaige Turns due to thm from the crown, 
whirh obliged them to dop payment. Jefidcs, he demanded 
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fCht IMfioi^bpf Denrpirk. , 

1ar£»e fums from the clergy, ynd took back^^) the ^ 

p|j< I's be had giksn in iecu.iiy for. tb>.' |v?ymcn^of crown 


r<;gciljcr with ih.it of fevcral o^.the :^_rtt n«ibiliiy in Schot^ 
wiih .ill ;hcir fiirnds and \i 9 ff^Jn^^^ptrnevin, a|^Uukc ar.d^^^ --- 
ot (Jiliinditm in the /^<7W<^ountryv2i.,T<?ii>i4^;i^,.^j(nbci^j i 
lulht'rt'iiis ; in p '"O. J, ;|(|^rpowcriul Ljiifcderacy^ w^#itffc.med 
a-.iin!t ^ |fiv jffT 

B.'fRNhf lA' lirlj.e .terrd upon hofiff.fi^ by making a_ 
de'cent on .SVAi/n/*/anc^ pacing fiou ti^.'ciue ! “o fcaUfud^ 
Vvhtre he ail bf\oi'* him by i|re and f".<>.'!. *^ 1*116 ', 

kinji laili'd a loiX ooppole him;y,,‘/.n aii ex^jt*uii»v'n bu 
nt,..Ic himlejf 


hjcl n»-,Ic matif;r of the fir'og■ 

fuiintren nc.ir hich he ca.'r'^'f..i<.d, a.'jilr^thcn re-, 

trta'.cd III go^y oede^, oelo , tht* king oiiiJ cc" ” .4.. ft 
was not noi'iil .(bfor C^rjljpbcr lo ,,ur!’uc hin-' ' the wi.ucr 


trta'.tcl III goty ' 

was not noi'iil .(bfor Cfr'j. 
c.in-.e on with ll. rii’ruoiis 


te wy.s eagf r 
d P 


h iwevcr, to regain the citadel of 
t'V llWdrU \(y inveft it with a body 
obeyed hij. n)artcr\s orders, carrying on 


uid 01J . I 
// i/j.nJ I 

lioi.i fo mu^h vi| our, that the gariifon ^y-r- 

piifwr.crs of war in tkc Ij'ace of a few^Jays, in 


a f’oll, th.ir :he ijalt’ v is Irr.zc’i 
cut I for ft’ify dayif, and paiitngeis walked fiou. D^r.marL 
upi'ii ll'.' ice to tiOc ntigb'.'oui ing kingdoms, as if it had btei. 

film land, 'th - " -’ *•-- ‘ 

JlifhctiUy a. 

f)/, tioop.s. 
bis opera 11 
rendered pii 

of all the endcavouis of the aichbifhop of Li nden^ who left 
no meiifures untried for its defence 

'I'his year the king married his dauj^ter, wish a portion 
of twelve thuuland marks in filvei, 10 Lewii Brandenburgy iuw 
of Liwimi' Bavuria, and gave in fccurity for the payment of 
the n.oi’.ey, certain crown lands in Livonia. By this means 
he hopt d to (irc npthcn his interefl, and gain allies who might 
be uieful in iupporiing him againfi his refiacloiy vafl'als. 

'I HE follow mg year ditd the duke of Sirju'u \ leaving be¬ 
hind a young Ion called Faldetnar. I'he king relieving that 
the ^uaiJianibip of this minor belonged by right {o him, en¬ 
tered thedutchy with an atmy, and^-frized upon all the ci¬ 
ties, towns, and fortrellts, except Gottafgy which he in- 
vclicd : ^ Gerhof^d earl of RanJJburg., uncle to the you'^g duke, 
afiuming his right guardidiilhip^i was provoked at 

Chrifiopher’% condi^i. He accordingly raifed a body of 
foices in Holfltiny jjLve battle to the king before Goi*'>rpj de- 
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IIitabu' 

/ '«t»»^oiiallv opi 
■> at. • 


t.ther natr.e, wr.jlu t(jxniu'xv~ 


ky: X <ii a . Mcrenc manner4-tf»'| 
ha. w-4-t fwlyp**Ji£o. ’ jiKUjJ*nfcf!i)ihor piece oi 

ill ..•<1'vi!uc>, wh.ch cnu‘V 1 f ”'<dl danficrous 

t’..eiiJie.. by . >''.'ii turiui nce wim the 

peof.^'t^i. 'T.c i-.etattoas •,... ^ r..atJr Vi CH'ivdcrope mo- 

na!.v;'y ill witiiui.t ■'. JF : tl.c. lilliiops, was con-* 




nriit'u ‘‘HO a c.' ip»^ o< ii.t 
to haliiiMiai' .'( ilie i.ifciic 
Jfernmcr.t. U'niicpber was uc..i’; 
t idrpatc the lav^red tunctio* (t> 
Mberly. I'he b^fiiops cried oi. 


■ olJCl' 

;v u, \'xj, 

7 

tram, 
that 


liii h;il!!’>ps began 
p.h a' aiiiH" the go- 
Iry. ot a dejign to 
on the liijck of 


leir piivileiics wcie 

giofy infringed; the nobles ey ’ ..mil, tXit he aimed at ab- 
folute pjwer, the ruin of the nt>’).,ry, by retufing to paj* hiitj 
>^othet'» dsbts, and rec''e«‘int[f by ! 'rce lii* {'edges they held 
jn fccuritw^jf payntent. 'I lie people murmuted at the weight 
of taxes, and elpcciallv at piog-peitn'.n>f^ the nio!t ,.;cvous of 
‘d' taxes,•becaule it fell wholly on the poor labourer. Rebel- 
Jicn talked aKxid,»difcontent appeared in every ooarter, and 
foo' ’ confederacy was formed to depofe 6’A/rV:^/jtT and his 
fon/:V/f. The duke of HalhnJ^ Canute Pjyput^ the arch- 
bifhop of hunden^ Laurence 'Jonea^ Lewis Eve}Jhin^ and a 
great number of nobility, pubiifhed a procluirMiiuM, inviting 
all the f'lends of liberty to throw ofF the yoke, and oppole 
the rapid progrefs of tvranny and opprellion. 'I'hey declared 
the Government of Ch/i/ispher wzs no longer tolerable; they 
therefort»rc.r ed to withdraw their allegiance, and ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to tiepofe him. 

CHRISTOPHER 'Jed in the caftle of U'artemburg when 
this proclamation a i- he fi^yuthud^ StJjoneny Zea~ 
land and Fion^ united againftIfiiTK but, inllead of apply¬ 
ing le; .1' “5, he ufed force, and lent *jis Ion Eric againft the 
reberU, propofing to follow him direJely with a ftrong rcin- 
klprcemem. IFc adufed him indeed to tern.inate matters, if 
^ ” C^4 poflible, 



2 32 Denmark. 

pc^ible’, \i an amicable mannerf rather than bauj^a ^ 

^ jTiit It was now too late to hew the woi^nd» ^nichf^irin<T‘ 

^ kfV than I'xtirpatitin could curc.L'lir/V his^-bed ioTffrncbt^^ ■ 
and was there Currounded by thV^^conynis, whgj{Je^J^eV 
him on evety fidjr, and in lels thauT^’^^K Snd^flif^ 

Chilrto- w’n'>lf amiy prifoners. The ncw^oP'i^^l^ertrtt foon reac^^'^ 
Y ''-x c'i'.'i- in^ (^ht ijlopher : he found himfclfpunequar’‘ ’'n flii;ngi-i to ni.^ 
lii/.cd on his trcafure^ J^Hed'^^ich it XoG^Krnan^v 
by h's Ions ^ 


< ‘Hi ( / f 

£ V u 


J'l'' 


a oo,:>ivinii:d by h s Ions 

ii's ci!v:-iinli.it>i;ts befv*' princes, atm h^fabn - jn f* 

li v/.■ :■.-) l)>(tnlnu'> their «liftan«^. rellonng 


J 

1 .:.;. 


in-. 

t!ic nii 


V . ' I “T 

.. .. -^in’titne,-*:iiel malcontcn's, perceiving that the 

c:-'''.vn v.MS :ib(in.at<’<k^ fi/tcV: '^nic. a iliidt league W’ith pahk,-^^ 
tiitl't* <.i .S’Ay}'.';,5;-i then twelve is of a^^ y'.“hnrchj^thcy 
ciiM.tJ to liaiid h/oa«h~/'.';y>'r, and oppofe nW 


a: icfi. 


A. 




JCS 

to rofovcr/iis thror^ and the giiari|ij>'^^''ii) ot inij^ 
Nor wai tliis jCMguQ^ithout grounds * for ChiV/^i’y^ier^ 
('olh .'I'-r.. ;i (leeflf by means of his Ibn-in-law anti the 

/ ini iv tiiint.'ll'I y)£v;/.'.wand made fevcral uiifuccelslul 
to rccov'^ jilic nowii he had loll hy his own ini- 

\ 

r J I. D E . ?/ A R f S J. R S jy I C K. 




p‘;ii'jent.c. 


i 


r 

ed '/IT. 


V .' I-nr.r) l»in* iiobilit), a*n'l princ’nal prrfons concerned in the 
Mel- It-nuiue re{i)I\v‘d noy to cut hlvj oft' liotn all hopes of 

returning. W'ith this view thty*aflembltd at antl^ 

iVit'n the content of the peopii publicly eleiSlcd E'aLitmar of 
king (A). In order to bind the clergy IJrongly to 
hi-, ImUj- he bigan his reign by conleiritjg f:i.vours on them, 
lie conlirm-'J the diocefe of Slejivtck, and all the churches, 
ices, and mon.;deries of the kingdom, in all the privileges 
and inifi.unities winch they evei enjoved. 7'he fame he did 
with icfpecb to a number of cities and cor|}orations. He 
nude ovei South "Jutland to his uncle Gerhard of Rendjhurg^ 

■* Mpues. i. iv. p. iii. p. 70. Pont as. 1 . vii. 


(A) We mull obferve that 
ni.my o'jeYions were raided 
ar-unil the, lecaljtv of this cite- 
tion. 'I'be king alor.e had^vij/;r 
to ccnvcike a diet; but Iwe the 
lv:.f;uc siTuined t-o themf;Ivcs a 
r«g.il authority. Pontanat fays, 
fhjt Vuldutnar was elecled'by an 


afrembl)fcof the nobility, with¬ 
out once mentioning a gcncrai 
diet, or the votes of the di;Te- 
rent fla’es.' JThc event ihvws 
what the general opirnon was, 
for Vtihlcmar enjoyed his new- 
.acquireJ dignity but a fhort 
.in,c. j- 



But what 


was a tax im> 
tlic 


em tome of 
le tax: they toolc 
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^ ^ a$ef of the crown. Ffe gtan?W^» 

"^WaPilher ^ ^iviUpJbs to nobility and people, the morc' "^ ’ 

9 rSiZ 2 tt 3 ch j^^i^oTTiS'^Htereft; yet, after all, his rci;»n 
" (icferves to be ranked anaong the 

his warmed friends to fo high a 

i " 

_ _^ . few upon them the envy of othcri, 

,a^o rtviHJj^ic t^-rt' ferviefs merited the fame regard. His 
i i^uth^'^rxf^'oom FqjM'ahd fadfion : each ilrovc whofliould 
/he yo^g i7ionaich^V*''Jri^ confcqucnce the whole 
■j fmgch > 5 i*. ''uiifattunatcly no rc’^ntvappointed ; but that 
pa^?cPwas Vnlt'fd in the hands of o e body®^^nobility, or rather 
in thofe of ntT King’s chief favou’Aes (A).' •,'lthc public re- 
pofe was fjiid difturl^al'by a djit’ert’^‘l|betwcen ll^'o and the 
Afchbifhop tH Lurtiien. h^'ahlenmr king of 

Swi';kn. j|« 5 ' lay clairh m^lis mother’s for- 

trnt'f Sc^'ril difeonten^s Fionia., Zea~ 

larnii other pans*-of the kitjgdom. 

funy’^AlTd the fitrt opportunity forK^cn rcbc.^jon was 
pored on the Zealanders^ in order to red' 
crown lands, 'f'hc people refufed to pay u 
aims to fupport their refufal; but wercffoln cruflicd by the 
^fudden arrival of a party of the king’i 
a'^cd a conteft between the duke of ^Takbnbur^ and the 
children of /prince ofan^ut the dillrid! fur¬ 
rounding the iiland. The lattjy had ictAurfe to king 
tmiTy 01 rather to his uncle iieiTard^ who lent a body of horfc 
;{> their allilfance, defeated fHe duke’s troops, and then con- 
• V.utfcd a treaty with him, which was foon bioke, after the de¬ 
parture of the J)ancs. 

All tlfis while Chrijiopher wasbuficd in forming a plan for ^ yj 
the recovery of*hi!r*crown. He wrote to feveral ot. the bifhops | -,g] 
and nobility, who, he knew, were diflatisfied with the little Chnllo* 
fliare they had in the government of affairs. He ufed every pher takf$ 
poihble endeavour to draw off his brother the earl of fVagria meafures 
from his allegiance to the king : he engaged the bifhop of Confer re- 
logn^ by a fubfidy of twenty thoufand marks in filver, to covering 
him with all his force in depofing Valdemar ; he folicited the his crovjn, 
princes of the empire, and even the emperor himfelf, for fuc- 
coiir. I« thefe applications his fon-in>law of Brandenburg 
exerted himfelf, having made a vifit in perfon to the emperor 
to plead the caufe of Chrijiopher, He difgerfed declarations 

(A) Meurjius affirms, that tionedVanyof the public a£l« 

Gtrhard, the king’s uncle, had On thti contrary, they are all., 
ali the authority of regent; yet figned oy a great number of 

do not find his name m^n- different perfoiis. 

through 
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fUfiorj ^/^Dcnmask. 


« ij/oirgh i/vcry part of DinmAk^ prornifing t||Jcn)rep>f aljD 
^grievances, and never to underriix# any p'i!f>I.c /^\x fifhcait 
conliilting and obtaining the conl^t diet. 

While Chrijhpher wzs cmpIoyi^4t^tIfr^‘ihanncr, 
quia of Brandmit rg took his fon ‘co^t^ 

in order to have him inftrufted bccotr.ing|^V 

piince. He obtained letters fronip:he cn^:^or, ‘i/dtn nlcd t<tf 
Gerhard and the other nobility >.TiV4^diii^ 

to them to chuJe umpire^^^i j^'^fhould cquiu ^ly atlj a*^ 
differences between his fubjcdi;. and^th ^lai^ * 

of the prefent arulf.iie lau/king. But the o/dj^nfwer re¬ 
turned to thero>^>u<ccrs waft, that f'aldemar the crown 

by a regular and lawfql^'*^ftiorj/ ther'-'ibre the propolcd um¬ 
pires were altoecthe^ u^Vi» cV^’xyt’ .... 


pires were aicogcth 

CHRISTOPnhR coulu 
letters of requert from 


■ly*. 

on*'''in-'rt»*thinP' 


‘J7 e^eliaxL,\ he fc 
fil^Jn#pcror ^ however, hrf pr.r* Sicod 
^of hunden^ the^b *--'''?s of Ar- 


A. D. 

*529. 
Seviial 
prinffS 
take 


promifes from the ^rchbi(bm|^/i .i.-. »■ ^n — 

hufen and Riptn, mgether ^th a number of the iiobihf^j 
their feivices fhoulJ not be wanting, provided he appeared in 
Denmark with a ploper force to fupport their rifioL,. 

About this tifiH it was that Canute Porftus infolcntly 
feized fome effc£lsL tli'^ property of the inhabitanti of li'erh^^ 
who had always Hevn the faft friends of Chnjiopher. 'Fney 
had now an opporti/iity of ferving him, under the mafk of 
^tnke arms ^efi^ding their ownlrights ; rnd for this purpofc they formed 
rtfCliiillo an alliance w'wh Alagnus^ Sweden. 'Yhcn Cfn ijhpher^ 

pher’/ he- aflilied by their forces, and li^V'^il'c the troops of Metklcn^ 
%•*'/• hurg, together with a body of forces raiftd by the^arl of 

gtiu^ and fome other noblemen in his intcred, paffed with a 
fieet to Lualand and Faljtrc.^ laying fiege to the c ity*A'yVcp/«e, 
which he took. Proceeding ftem thence 4 o he 

defeated a larije body of peafants, afllmbled to oppofe him. 
He then publilhcd a proclamation, prornifing a free pardon to 
all thofe who would, before a certain day, return to their duty 
and allegiance. 

—. -j The Danes were now tired of their new government: 
ftu h^'T^ faw that all places of trufl and profit were pofftfffd by 
^ - Germans^ and felt all the inconveniences and opprcilion in the 

minority of VaUemar^ which they dreaded from Chrijiopher, 
They began to refied on the condu^ of both reigns, and 
concluded in favour of the buniihi’d king. In effeding this 
change in 'their {cniimp 4 t&,,»he biOiops were greatly infiru- 


Kbanat tn 
the ge- 
mermntnt. 


mental. Every fault ^ 
exaggerated, and all tf'c 


the aJmininration of Valdtmar was 
c errois of the former reign vamifhed 

Faljlrc^ and. 
with 


over and forgot. The inhabitants of Zealand^ 
l.aaknd, fiiil openly erpouleu the king, 


together 


nih 
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Ij^tmn^ tltt biftiops of Ripen zn^JrhuJe^'‘’ii . 
uweli v* » nobility of SfAffww. Their firftS'*' , 

was^3^.1i}i^e a Qdden attack on Haderjhve^ where ^ 

jt copfinecce^i0dil^after refcuing him, to difpatch a body^^ 

troops'uj^ tCuts;^n«fmand to favour the moiions in Zm- 

In Aii5,R thijn^^dict wV held at Rojihildf where they were 
favour hy d^hrij hpher ; the king prumifmg a 
• . full pardon cAjhe one haiuT^TtA^bd^ey the moll faithful fer- 
on the other. ' Ifv 

" XZ STOP iKjE R r^ered. 

HAFf^HA was noU-idt^iwcc^^ij^'f^InquarUiort to thechnflo. 
king \ but X'roe jcaloifcivts 0:^^(e?'betwcefy^*'lin and the earl of pher re- 
//'‘v^r/V75%hich'hStrntwrfy bis hopes, and deftruyedyfere^. 

caufc iu this its proniifing'fttuation. From Tome exprcl* 
wcN • as the haughty*^pndu<Et of the carl’s oiHcers, 

(jfjriJiopher apprehi nded that he rctreily a'piied at the ctoi^n } 
all me Ocps he had Iccmingly taken in i'is favour being only • 
blinds to throw a fbadc ovei fome decp-'ldefign. Filled with 
this idea, he fudJenly diopped his-wp^tions againfl Valdt- 
jnar^ and was contriving the means ot ^aiitermining the earl, 
when the bilhops ai d nobility, forefet ng the conlequences of 
fuch a divifion, applied all iheir endcavi hrs to clofe the breach. 

They fucceeded ; the parlie'^et, and Chnjlophcr made o»'er 
Zealand, Laaland, Faljire^'-Zw^ Schonen^ as pledges for the 
J9?^y^nel^^. of the expenses he had been at in his fervice. 

Unhappily, this reunion could not be effciEled on the 
conditions {lipulated, without depriving others of the kin»*s 
bell and moil powerful friends of their rights. AIrnoft all 
Schomn had been mortgaged to Leivn Everjiein 1 other lands 


had already been given to others of the nobility, and in par¬ 
ticular, both the Hallandi to Canute Porjius. it was necef- 
fary then, that a new treaty fiiould be tiamed, without the 
inconveniences which attended the prefent. Accordingly it 
was ftipulated, that Canute fhould enjoy Holland-, but give up . 
North AJbaeny Catlemburg^ and Samjoe^ to the tVerle family, 
to which they belonged by a previous contract: ^■dxEverJlein^ 
his heirs, and brother Albert^ ihould redgn all claim to Rljim-- 
burg, which was immediately to be put in the king’s hands. 
Several lefTer exchanges and alterations Svere made, which it 
would be unn'ecufTary to recite, as t^ey no ways affedfed the fu¬ 


ture tranfaiflions. SufiBcient it is, Cbrifiopher's party was 
ggain united; and that he pubUibeo a declaration, that all dif- 


* PoikTAM. I. vii. 


ferences 



bct^etn 


The fUJUty 

.'n ium and the earl of IFci^fWif ivcre^^* ^ 



cci fnc^**'»'' " •'■^'fT^idn / 

i» fii* " 


w* 


Ll 

]'■ 

ivU 


hinds '«vrr wt're paid off; btfules the t;i|y f 

mr.ri^ogid. .jjp ].,pg ^j^jy j-^j. 

vcniency ot affairs ; that a’l tht.fe nJ-, 

fliould belong to the duk.c.r^.-*^-^^t'«.««r|', Cnnl\Pcijh4»f^\t€^ 
ar( hblfliop of l.imden^ >*^ thc,^thf‘ perfons tbf-it nuiiti(^|yiyj^* 
on the terms <lij-)ulav*5; and lall!y, tiraf ;hc filcducrt 'nfrac- 
tion fiiouid be pilffU'ncd wi^- the fines, forl'ei'uiKS, and other 
|u’f)i‘lti< s agreed upon. »’ 

'riius Pemeien ami's of the earl of JJ'as^ria^ • 

tuho was at th'- fame time WTif'fjpeiieyf of 

Normer^ Ih'ljl.ln^ SJ.mdn^ and gov*cciis'»of 

Zi’//i.77r/, all tl ef-j;;nrdi^:l!ons^cing held undcr^i«?^or.iviy,n. 

rALJ'iEM.ik aiifj his iimU Gnii:si/ were now rc^^'d 
to great ineeliitiis,,tlu ir chi'I rI'otecSiion confiriing in the 
' fcvcic and rigid c<ir.c|^u'l o! f'"/ */>/ 'shofe han.dity alpei-'ty 
r; :‘'Lr£ J I'.iio ev. ly ijt:\Iels I pi..' his i.-.laiiialeil piincc 
I'.'S elaiei with the kpidri'' kvc hition n. his favour; he forj.ot 
It ♦'»/•.. ..^C, , ^ ids jtali inilconduLl ; piopc-^'1 iic- 

I rctoL-ativc, and iccmed 
prieiou.-. arc the humours 
"<! tiilp(.!Me:i cl a h».c people5i^vl;(i civ(>y the privilege of 
rIcvtii'. i .ihil il'. pi.fine at pu-afure. 'f ci 'ilnlc led hiinfelf as 
rl'e k.’.'i ’,, not sin, letvant of the public; and, inroxicJTted with 
tins nciion, t.eatcJ wish contempt, pay punifhed, his beft 
tii. ml ., Ii-i' having the affeclion and interrity to poinf emt his 
t.'iT.;'., am) ;dvd’e him to dillerent mcafurcs.* inuanre of 
tfits octutitd in thj cafe of the biftiop of Borghvd, an hontdl 
prelate, who o-ok ilic king roundly to tafk, and was rewarded 
ior hi.s wh.^llbmc advice by imprifonment; from whence he 
cfcapcd, fled to Rcuic, and proved a thorn ever after in Chrlf- 
tspheres fide, who he faw wr^ incapable of reformation. On the 
b'ilinp’s fiilf arriv.il in Romr^ the whole kingdom felt the 
weight of his refentment; for it was immediately laid under 
an iptcrdidlion, w’hich continued for the fpace of feved'years, 
in fpitc of all endeavours to have it removed. 

CHRI.^TOPHE^ having engaged the nobility of Jutland 
aoainll Viddemar^ he douh^cU/jt but they’ ^one would be 
able to rvduce him anijlhis uncle Gnhard^ while himfelf 
might enjf’y the fruits oflihis fudden and unlookctbfor profpe- 
lity In repofe. Accordlrtgly they laid ficgc to Goitorp, where 
Vii.d.iuar rclidcd; bu: were forced to break up camp with great/} 

pre£i< 


>5 -■> all the i.>n!iijuvit-.,ts of ids jtali mi 
"'’r't'l.irg bclidis ilie awjpSuin of the 
i..-./. j 'yiiC'lv i’-nor''’;:! I.Civv lie ate, c: 
inp(-!uic:i of 
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'^^liearine ihat Gerhard advancdd lo Vjatc . 

WvsdK'^.was that the earl of IVofjia fet T/aldcmar 
^A-'jp princt*, g)a9^. j neac*'. He faw that Denmark rejigns the 


^■Thoihs,* gMcio:im kings of oppoliic intereils : <ru‘wn. 


icnetf renitam 

lafc defea 
made an .offer'' 



•firr'- 


'VCiO 


fim this 
clain>. 


*lv MOt 6|t^oije without fatislying 
y..' uk as an f\>*'ditary fief. In ex¬ 
change tor thif-hc 1 ■ V )vi;d the 'fl.ind A* on the fame 
ois, wS.^h'^this cofjij'iJion only, he Ihould fupply 6'^;;]/^ 

■f.opher in an*’^is wars wittrfivch'undf Pif^rfe, at his own pri- 
vace«-expei'»»»r* VaUemf*’’ '.jvj'titbjP'^djfaf^badges, accepted 
the «nnili^. and refi.eli' to ’*^.■1 dutchy of Slefwick. In 
--©rdcT to d'''*’',the knot of union the harder, Eric^ Chrijiopher's 
fon^.harried (^r/»i/r//V. fiftcr., wmJow of the elder Eric t and 
thus Ch*-iilpher was full' if to the crown and fbvercignfy 
o\ Dinmarkt of which iis < ndj.' (Ijcwcd him altogether un- 
won hy. *f’ 

The joy that furc.‘’^'dr'l luppy enjl^ to civil feuds was 
ali..'yi'd by the death of v^y.^v^’\\ EuphemiA ^daughter of the 
houlc of Brundenburg^ and a princefs »f excellent qualities. . 

She left Omfiopher fix childrcnytwo of <vhom afterwards fuc- 

^ mies. 

A. D. 


A. D. 
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1331. 


cecded to his throne. t 

I'Mif year a conn- • erfy a'.fife between earl of IP'agria 
ar.fi oVt’/iO ' 1 1 )i . the caufe of which iN not related. 

It is howevet ot coulcqucncc, a. it involved 6'/'?in a 
war, anef obliged him to take the field in defence of "'fobn^ 
to v/hon» he oweci'his crown and kingdom, Cbnjhphrr and 
Eric were bufied in levying forces. 'John determined to join 
them near Odijlnw. It was of the greateft importance to 
Gerbard to prevent this jundlion, as the combined forces would Chrillo- 
bc too ftrong for him, and he exerted his endeavours wit’n an pher/u»</ 
application proportioned ro the emergency. H-. lent to the Cirrhard 
diocefe of B^emcny to ff'^r/lphalia^ and to the earls of lirock- 
hurfty his kitWmen, to meet him with certain auxiliaries at ftenn ywar- 
Rendduvg^ them at the fame time fufficient intima- 

tion of his defiitn. * After afTcmbling his whole army, he 
marched tow.’rds Gottorp, met Chrijiepher and John on the 
road, and engaged them. Th^jj^ti-fe contfuucd tftr the whole 
day with unparaTii7?T&d obfitnacy and\ury : Gerhard was like 
to be worfted ; but finding means toldirperfe money among 
Chrijinphet's troops, he loon retrieved lis affairs, and gained a ?' 
C'.r'"’ re victory, the king and £r/V‘cfcaping out of the field 

v.'/ifr 





Matty ef 
the nehility 
declare far 
Valdemar. 


A.D. 

'33*- 

Peace 

eeaclkded* 


y 7be Hipoiym^ 

w«ch grezi difficulty. Otho^ Chrifiopherijj^^^ ioir *' 
'^Vcat number of nobility and prwJiie **'Cfe oyme ^ ^ 

foncrs i but Gerhard himleif wziP 
trampled to death, when he was thrc:>j^’j|^ ^or/e, if 

heat of the adiou* ‘VjjrA/i ^ A 

^ GERHARD^ on this vidory, entV.^ y*" ^^’laucp 
bis nepnew Valdemar^ the late king, who nol^i^*' 
thoughts ot remounting the throne'.' de «5S '/?'■ ‘A'Vf f K' 

bility already dcclaicd for^i*'^,'* fo ready aiv jnen, upoiu^, 
occalions, to embra^^.^yc (Wronger party, a.^» oay their cour* 
to protperity. E'^z Stigot, a iiobloman but lately faWtfyed 
with confidcr^’J donations by C^rijiapher^ npw fell off from 
his triendfhip and grati$/^.le. ,His inclihations'aK.red with 
that prince’s lortuiK'/jt v!hlng was due to^a king who 
had nothing moWfo J'-’'nweve' dis¬ 
appointed j for the earl A^z-gria ^rfijaded Cfft 'Jiopher to 
make peace on the terms of the conqueror, wljif K were me 
derate beyond expedation, no attempts haviiigbeeii^ii,. de to 
deprive him of his crown ^ It would be endlefs, and in3eed 
ufelefs to the reader, to recite the articles which compofed this 
treaty of peace, ai' they confilled in the diftribution and divi- 
fion of certain plAces md territories, no ways interefting at 
this diftance of tinfic. 

CHRISTOPliEL was fcarce arrived in Zealand^ when he 


had advice of the d^ath of Vis fon Erict from a bruife he 
’received in the late battle. H^'^'ordered the corps to be brought 
to RoRhildf where it was intcnVl with great funeral pomp, 
and depofitcd among the remains of feveral king;. 
mark (A). 

Diftur^ Abou r this time great difturbanccs arofc in Sehotrm, The 
hancesin inhabitants complained loudly of the oppre»!IioK of the foreign 
Schonen. governors fet over them; and particularly remonilratcd to 
carl John againil the conduct of E^er Brocktorp, governor 
of Helfenburg. They took arms, aflembled in a large body, 
and ranging the country in a riotous manner, put the Hol^ 
peinen to death wherever they found them. The Holfieiners^ 
who were the foreigners (b odious to the people, were confult' 
ing meafurcs in the cathedral of Lunden for appealing the tu« 
mult, when the dilcontented populace broke in and P?w three 
hundred of them. Afterwards, wheif' they perceived that 


• MfURS. 1. iv. PoNTAN. 1. vH. 

(A) Pouf anas relates, tb^ thC' at Sera, in4lte ground allotted 
body was embalmed An the for the kings of (i). 

Egyptian manner, andi'buried 

(i) Pen:. 1 . vii. f. 4.5*, 


their 





Denmark. 


prince, glafiS& in •opportunity of extending his 
^nioDs,* gMcioidly .\eceit^‘their propofals, and met them 

{<' «djd«r <idi\tions of this furrender. Here were/"* *'*" 

who chearfully ceded the fove* * * 
^ignfv provided he would protect them in all 

{’Vsjr liberticsihs^iich he t'^aJilv nromifed. 

This new/(&r fooner |<r^chcd vAi^HoIfteiners than dcfpair* 
being [able to rnsLotain pollens n of the country by 
torce, they quietly evacuate*d it; and earl 'd* hn himfeif yield¬ 
ing to n««Wnty, and the power of i Xniedcn^ ceded almod all the 
other plact'i).pledged to him, i’.^T tiat V™ of feventy ihoufaiid 
marks, wlji/rh Adagnus to^.D^’^Jrl.Sft a certain time. 

Thus the%J)aniJ/) ouinioidns wjSrc divided and fbld to a foreign 
■.power, in confequence of that weak and ill-judged partition 
majk’ « the refloration of Chrijiopher, 

“WeXT year proved fatal to the liberty and life of ChrlJlS- A. D. 
pher \ for going to Laaland with a fmall retinue, he was nt?- 
feized by Hennick Bredzn6 John Ellemef'y4z\OM:\t<e9 of 6V-Chrifto- 
hard^ and carried prifoner to the cafile rtf AUholm. As this ''''dr 
ai^ion however was done without con/ifting Gerhard^ and/'"*/®''''* 
only on a prefumption that it would be .tgreeable to him^ he 
ordered the king immediately toiht fet av liberty, after apolo¬ 
gizing in the bell manner he c^tfiild for the indignity ofTereH tu 
his royal perfon : but he did not live long to enjoy his frec- 
djcA.,‘‘'-.The (hock he received-with this fudden fall from the 


pinnacle of grandeur fo much alFe£led his conftitution, th.it 
he fell ilb and died in a few days at Nicoping^ and was buried 
with his queen at Sera, 

CHRISTOPHER left the reputation of a fickle, but head- 
ftrong prince, violent, but unfieady in all his purfijits. 
pride, however, was what chiefly aflFecled his intereft. The 
arrogance with which he governed, loll him a crown he ac¬ 
quired by a fervilc humility. Twice driven from his throne, 
he died at iall of grief, contracted rather from difappointed 
ambition, than contrition for the mifeondud that ncca- 
floned his lols. Since his refloration he pofll-fleJ none of the 
hereditary dominions"of Denmark^ beftdes Seanderburg of yut- 
landt and Ne.burg of Pionia^ all the refl being given as 
pledges of bis gratitude to thi* inflpiments'of his remounting 
the throne (A). "Holland, H^bei,^Calemburg, and Samfos, 

t were 

{A)'Tmtanut fays, that he memo/y war fligmatized with 
was (6 much hated, that his very bitter lampoons, whidk 
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In ivfAch the lliftory is deduced to the ReigtTof Eriq X. 

in the Tear 1412. 
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of T T P O N thftclcWi of Chrijlopher an interregnum for fevrii 
iiMik ^ years enfued. 'I'hc condilion in which he leic the kiiis- 


Hum. 


A.D. 

* 337 - 


Statr 

DcnniMi'k years 
during theiiom was truly t!c^-»lori’.hlc,>t^parcelled cut under different 
iiiterrt'o- ^riiVccs, who had all feparatut interefts, defigns upon each 
other, and no lel^ jealous of encroachments on their own 
rights, than ambitious of extending them to the priJcitiTCc?*of 
the others. For the fpacc of three years Denmark^ however, 
enjoyed aproibiind peace ; and the public repoie watf firft dsf- 
turbed in a manner very little cxpedled, <;onkdering the pre- 
fent iltuation of affaiis. 

It was about the bc2;inning of the year 1337, that Oihi^ 
fccond foil to the late king, made a generous and noble at¬ 
tempt to recover the throne of his anceltors. He levied 
forces in Laalund^ and the neig’’bouring continent, in hopes 
that could he drive Gerhard out of JutLind,, he would ealily 
make his way to the ciown : but this veteran foldier and po¬ 
litician, was not to be taken in the fnares laid bv a ycuth. He 
tlifeovered Ofho’s intentions, furrounded*nim at frt::ptland, and 
carried him prifonerto Sedghtirg caflie, w'here he was kept in 
clofe confmvment until h-^ _ Tiddemar rckafcd him, on 

his accertton to the thtoju:. * 

I 

AlAGSlJii king cj. Surdm having uncxpcificdly come 
to the poiiellion of S.h::nt'r.^ thirilcd aidently after all the 
left of Denmark. He \^roic to pope BinidicI Xlil. bcfccch- 



tbit prince to*him and his fue* Tbt W 
sdlbrf^ Sind pcrSIfVn at time to (ubdue the reft^kwc- 

^•the luhgdom, Wjf ^urpe fana rendered miferabJe by theden*^./^ 
t)ran^iy of a let li^pnrice&y who, unaccuUomed to e« 

til M^r ^jenew not tc ,iovern. I'o influence pope IttneAiti Dcnmaik, 
tl'e tporc poWw.tuUi^ he piomiicd to hold hi* conquefls ot 
thi fee^ an^to, ^ hup the uiual tax collected lor the, 
tb 'th^iSrwi/iA'Iiowever, wait fo piudent and juU as not 

' Noft witc th/^-^atUing otl » j ^nduKtes for the crown 'x ilJcmar 
of W o had long la ^lidc all thoujus o« oy ,lt( 

th^thronc lo w'mcIi he was t. ejected, now u (k te~ 
relumed ambitious \iews at the mOi^aiion ot^*" « unelt Cur ju m 
*i}jf / Sev^] of the nubility caii t »• tyts tO'varJs young ‘ »f 
l^Uimar, Ch^/fophr’s Ion, no’' at ^ iniprror’s conn ^^ 

T hc\ lent »■ rs .<1 • in^ him ir^tu’e'ity, and ot ^ 

the aflei^lion of the people in*gcne»al, uhovctie ii tr to^ ' mcic. 

be united ’ nu r one prince, and earnellly c\li mu Inin to 

tnak^ufeut h's iiucieft mCamaNy lo pn cure a fuiluuric 

iorce to cove* their infuire^tion in his favour H lult c i< n of ^ /‘(f. 


thcle prin«csvwcre h\ing projcdls, ind concerting the ht mcins<i^V (onafi- 
of executing their dcligns, the unhappy were rniler ihlyoofl cf th 

opprtlTcd with exorbitant taxes, fimme, any ptllilcncc, thecounttj^ 
tw(?latlei in conrequenceof th* forflier 1 hcapealants neg- 
leiSU’d to cultivate lands which thc^eld upon fo precarious a 
tcnui'c ; this begot poverty, whicJfco opeAtmg with the m- 
culiar dilpolition of the air, ana the unwhulcfomc diet bn * 
which the^ were forced to livc^'produced a dfreful plague,that 
jwofe than^alf tlcoopulated the face of the whole coiintiy. 

The poor drooped down dead in the ftreets with dilcafc and 
hunger, thI gentry thcmielves were reduced to a Itaie <){ 
wrctchednefs , tfle 9rhole k.ngdom was tumbling into rum, 
and yet ambition, treafon, plots and contiivances,,employed 
the great, as d none of thefe objedU were before their 


eyes. 

GERHARD propofed to his nephew to exchange the 
dutchy ot Slt/w.iH for North JutlanJ^ which province he be¬ 
lieved would more coinmodtoufiy afiid f^aidtmar'i> dehgns upon 
the crown. A treaty for this purpofc was drawn up and 
iigned , bAt the inhabitants fo highly lefentcd their being dil- 
pofed of like cattle, from one mafter to another, that they 
refufid tQ pay the ufual taxes. Ger^-’^/refoKed to compel 
them to their dufj ^^ and kd 4i«N^h< pfand men, Vrhich be a'e}i^„j of 
levied m Germany^ into the midft ot *he province. Provi- Gcriurd. 
dence interpofed in favour of the poor luhabitants, and railed 
up an enemy to this tyrant, who detertlined to iaciihcc hia 
Mod. Hist,.Vol. XXXII. ' R life 



«4| ^ D^^mark;^ 

^b»n$hle life* or rcfcuc his Country, f JViVAfl/fl# ^ mar iinjrdttji;; 

attemptJi*e/c(keem for his public fpirit, iv"^"^iragfc JS^dence, and leam-'^ 
Nicholas ing, beheld with forrow the Which Denmark 

Norevi. vvas reduced. He had long meditated'ni'.lariety of pr^jeds 
for its relief; but circumftances were unfavourable, his 
own intereft and fortune too (lender (o' efred-fuch grea^ de> 
figns. Things were at lalt in (Ich afr/'»^n ^ that he hel^ived 
the whole depended on his Tingle arm. Voung /^ 
Chrijlopher's fon, had a number of poweK^adb 5 rcnts m thr 
kingdom } his mod dap^rohs enemy and*coulJ 

he be removed, the^^T^eft difficulty of unl^^g the k'jjgdv/n 
would be iurniounted, at lead the yutlaniCers woi'd be lu 
heved from th^ oppreffioi> of a tyrant, who was nov' preparing 
for them the keened ^o< rgc of oppreffion. Ni \las revolved 
this over in his ' and, after mature deliberation on the 
means, took the re«bi(f.*.on to difpatch .him, perf 'ading him> 
fcif that no method of ridding a whole kingdom from mife> 
ry, could judly detrad from the charader of the deliverer. 
Could his purpofe be ededed by Tingle combat, or open .var, 
he would have chofen either, as the mod fair and honourable; 
but thefe being impracticable, he had rccouife to darker 
means. Collecting a body of forty chofen horfe, he marched 
in the night to'‘RanuetJhnfen, where had fixed his 

head quarters^ feized upen the centinels, and pufhed on to 
Gerhard's lodging^ whicf.> he forced open. Gerhard was 
awaked with the noife, ancf feeing Nicholas enter with a party 
‘of armed men, began to fupplicate him in the mod pathetic 
terms to fave his life, ofFering' to fubferibe to an^r^- he 
thought fit to impofe; but Nicholas was determined. He 
thought the life of the tyrant a jud attonement of the injuries 
the people had fufFered ; he confidered, that his deathi* alone 
could deliver them from the fchemes and' artifices of a man, 
who had a head to contrive, and a hand to execute the mod 
Gerhard daring and ambitious defigns. This, therefore, without far- 
hUtd. ther deliberation he executed, by plunging his fword into his 
bread, and then making his retreat with all poffible expedi¬ 
tion, after giving the alarm to the whole army, by founding 
horns and beating drums. Nicholas was purfued and over* 
taken by a party of Gerhard*s army, through which^he fought 
hib way and eicaped, after having ercountered the greated 
dangers; and Gerharcts Tons hearing of his death, retired 
precipitately into Hsljinn^ leaving the army, chiefly com- 
poied of HolJle'mcrSt trcbo-Ufil .b'* the enraged pea* 

Tants, who fell upon them from every quarter. 

Stii l, how'cvcr, i{ic Holjfeimrs kept pofleffion of the cita- 
* dels and fortified place*, from which Nicholas refolvcd to dif- 

lodgj 
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by he redu 


A. D. 
134a. 


^ ^ J^mark; 

jj^ingly r^d a boSy of forc*s, at- 
a ca%>^uated on the river Schenu i 
to jSberg i but the garrifon makiag 
be turned the fiege into a blockade, 
bv ne icuu^d them to great wtremhy. The go* 

v^rnor fent an ftprSs to the fons of Gerha/H. acquainting 
then^JBUb k's cMpoitf and the impoflibility of holding out* 
bu a WTdays H'cr, which determined them to march with 
; 7 c u^ft exped/'*»ii to the relief of a place fo important. 
•Theywme {M-Nichoias juft as the governor was ready 
tnbi'urisnd’r, glfe him battle, and were defeated, though 
, unrtjrtunately killed before he reaped the fruits of 

jj,j^gallan\(^and his country enjoyeo that liberty to which he 

'had fobrav^.Jedthe way*. . , 

JUTLAND having by this means .>«*er^d its freedom, 
all the'rell ^‘Denmark was fired with-the ‘fame views, lea- 
land fnft openly declared itfelf and took arms : here Henry 
Gerbariti fon maintained feveral garrifons and cities, which 
' he rufoWed to defend in fpite of all the power of the inha¬ 
bitants. For this purpofe he drew together an army i but 
in the mean time a tumult arofe among the wafants on ac¬ 
count of a Dmijh nobleman flam by the if.^rmrn, which 
fo irritated the people that they upoi, the Holflaners 
fword in hand, and. after flay.ng/three hundred of them, 
drove the reft out of the ifland, a^ ckOei rMcmr, Chrtf- 
Ufhir’s fon, for their fovereign. * 

VdJ Vf^MAR in. firnamid ATTE RDAG. 

-^To this prince’s elevation the emperor Ljwit greatly 
contributed,.at whofe court raWtMr was bred He ^ 

moned a congre&jitsSpnad«f. in the Msmh of Brt^hurg 
a, which were pmfent 

p,«uroma. Hmr,, John, and NMa,. rW 

with feveral other princes and nobleman. With the three 
latter princes, and Vnldamr of Shfivkh, the marquis cxe- 
cured a treaty, that Otis. Chri/lophtr’s (on, fhould be fet at 
liberty, provided he would refign Ins right to the crown to 
his brother VaHimar-, that he fhould be put into the hands of 
the kinc his brother, or of the marquis; that king AWrW 
fhould marry the duke 8f ShfioUft (.Oct, ami tecetve for her 
portion eighty thoufand marks, to be dedufled from the fuin 
?or which fisvM and JutlnaL slIlf pledged*; thatWrwuf 
• fhould not ptotea tW iBLiJtKU of Gfhard, but openly dc- 
plaie againft whoevit fhould efpoufe thenb A variety of other 

• Vid. Post. Msuas. & CqAiT*. ibid.. 
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paiticuhrs were includled jfibot what 
'' difficulties* and took up th^ timeffJWas tV' rs;deinptton 
of the lands pledged by ihe late kii4 M thofe princes who 
had contributed to his reiteration : but e^l:n this was fettled 
in a fatisfa£iory manner, both to the king ■•«nd people; afHoegh 
not altogether ‘ lb to the perfons who held ^bofe lands,'* and 
Vrere in hopes it would be out of thc'powr'’ ’’of th« 'to 
redeem them. ^ 

Valdemar The firft a£l of Valdemar*% reign was 1 |aconfirm the no-^ 
«^/«j/i>/blcs, clergy, and people, in the full ufe 'at^tpoffeffion'of all * 
priniiUges their rights, privileges, and immunities, vt|iich ha'i, b0L*n 
pfthe greatly retrenched during the interregnum. An a6i^of obir* 
vion was lik'cwife paiTed, and the remembrance /-C all fi*-;!!* 
ablions as would fenre only to diiturb the pub,’‘ij'tranquillity, 
cancelled. He Entered into a compa£f with/feery and 
Nicholoi^ fons to GeTMiidy concerning 'Here it was 

itipulated, that, provided the king died without iiTue, the 
ifland (hould remain unalienably their property; otherwife it 
•ihould return to his family, whenever they found it cd^ive- 
, nient to redeem this and the neighbouring iflands. It was fur¬ 

ther agreed, tha*^ if the brothers committed any infradion, or 
breach of the conventions of Lubec and Halfenburgy that his 
onajefty (hould, iii thatV-'Ce, have power to feize the royal, 
garrifons in T^ealand, and'^ikewife the cadles of Ideoburg^ Or- 
iela, and Hmnefgvhe, fee how favourable all thefe 

<'tivnties were to Valdemar^ who Teemed determined to make 
ufe of the firft opportunity of reclaiming all the crown-lands, 
fo iniqui'oufly fold by the late kihg, or rather feizedftiFpt^ by 
thole pretended friends who exalted him to an empty title, 
only tu enjoy folid profits for themleives. r 

In the next place, the king turned hit thoughts to the re- 
GroHt »f ^t^tnption of the remaining fortreiTes in the hands of the Hal- 
fht > ttnd to enable him to effedi thisy^-the clergy granted 

him a (ilver cup from each church, which was melted down 
and coined, (hough never applied to the purpofe intended, 
Lon^ arrears were due to the army ; they began to murmur, 
and It was thought expedient to pay them. 

The following year a vi ar was lighted up, on the follow¬ 
ing account. Valdtmar itifided, that CalUmhurg afid Sam/oe 
could not be ceded by his father to Cattute Perjats^ as a former 
grant had .been made of them to Eric, duke of Swediland^ at 
the'time be marked Ihgeburga. . Eric was alive when thislaft 
grant was made, conf^uehtiy it be valid; but as 

ff'ar with he was now dead, thefe places reverted to the crown as fiefs* 
the tarl ef On the contrary, carl of Wagria maintained his right to 
Wsgria. Caliemburg, which had heeQ made over to him by Canute Por^ 

fms^ 



^ denmaik. l4$ 

* an eqiwaJent. V^ldeifw loveAe# 

t^e pla^!?*l^^^^p^^iwyied to relieve it, forming like* 

*wife an aiUancewttf/«;<^«r^tf,- the earl of ami the 

Vandd cities, wm fent him ftrong reinforcements. He 
jn^chdJ fo (iidde\y U|An the king, and wgs fo fcafonabJ/ 
iuoporied by aHik'iik fr(|m the town, that the king was 

o^'^ed m raife the fiege. Upon this a treaty Con^rffs 
v/as^^fon foot,/nd it was agreed, that the difpute (hould \itforrfta~ 
left tMthe arbiriTiion of four perfons on each (ide, of probity blijbingtt 
and uUerffandi^tg, who fhould meet at RafebUdt and deter- 
lUtfM^er acd>rding to the rigour of the law, or by ftriking 
‘up fuchlL acOmmudation as they faw would be for the mu* 
intend of the parties, it wus farther ftipulated, that if 
eirher parry iid'ufcd«io accede to the verdict of the commii- 
fionew, thefe. latter fliould be obligedj<'v >li&ke oath they had 
decided according to the bell of their*judgment: but in cafe 
it ihould happen that the commillioiiers could come to no 
agreement, that then the archbilhop of Lunden fhould take 
cog<?izance of the aft'air. As for other diiputcs between the 
king and the duke, they weie (ubmitted to the arBitraciun of 
an equal number of judges, in order to lenvoee all caufc of 
diflention between the two princes. Wc hear nothing more 
ofithc principal quarrel, and are oiy^rtold tha^ the king and 
Ingtburga amicably agreed, that ^e tortrefs of Callcmburg 
fhouid remain in his hands, and (1^, in retern, to hold during 
her life North Hailand as an equivalent; which laft clayle Sfas* 
never executed, as wc fhall fqp in the iequek 

now began to refume their ancient courage, 
on feeing a- legitimate prince feated on the throne, and the 
Danijh dotfiiiiions, fo lately divided amt>ng a number of petty 
tyrants, united vntmone tovereigiity. I'iiey more and more 
breathed out their refentment againft all foreigners,* who fat* 
tened upon the fpoils of the hind, and enjoyed the chief places 
of truft and protit. For a number of years DfWjUurk was the 
theatre of continual doniefiic and foreign wars, which tilled 
every place with confution and difmay. One of the mod: 
powerful kingdoms on earth, after giving Jaw to tiich a num¬ 
ber of other nations, fell at length under the dominion of 
fome infigniticant vatfals, who laid defolate her faireft pro* 
vinces, ruined and op|fleiled her inhabitants. Now ihe began 
agam to taile the fw'eets of liberty, and-to refume her wohted 
freedom. Jcaloufy fbon broug ^ br .them to blcAvs with thoie ha- 7*^^ peoph 
ted foreigners j aif%r-#pe"f8!iortiiat Nicholas who had fhewn the iucen/ed 
tifft dawn pf liberty, by putting count to death, wow againft tbo 

led the way, fays Pontanus^ to the full|pertion of ifs natural Hoiitein* 
yighes. I'hU author relates, ' contrary to the tetiimony 

^ R 3 ibnie 
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, foine other hiftorians, that vi|ypatriot a%'/Rhiig z^^t(fhoiy' 
of Jutlanders, the inveterate Ernies offihe hpe^twHelJlein, 

* marched to Lundenefs, where he razed 1 which Henry cn 
Holjlein had buiit on the river Scerne, flew to tfee prp- 

* tedtion of this place; a battle was fougb/^ and the brav^^f^ 
cholas died victorious, with his arms jjfi his ^tfnds, aftei^r^- 
forming adions of aftonifliing valour ■. *' 

Another remarkable battle was fought^n this ocl. (ion, 
between Frederick Lpahen, grand marechal ^ DenmafK^ r>nd 
Marchard, lord of Scandia, and governor of the fo*!,rcls^f 
IVardenburg, 7 'he a^ion was obftinate and tnoody 
tory at length declared for the marechal. With /lis, civil 
contention for a time fubfided, on the king’s prop?\e to furiSf* 
the duke of Holjlet^x.o remain in poflelfion of all the ftrong 
A. D. holds ftipulated in convention. 

The year following Zealaid was ravaged, 6bth by fo¬ 
reigners and the inhabitants of the ifland. Cage, one of the 
fineft cities in the kingdom, was reduced to aflies, and f^erai 
were miferably pillaged. It would feem that-new difphtcs 
had arifen between the Danes and Holjieiners ; for they fought 
a bloody battle liear Flafmolly in which the Danes were de¬ 
feated, and Boic Folk, ^ne of their generals, and the king’s 
prime favourite, was prifoner. The difgrace was f^n- 

/ibly felt by the Danes, am they omitted no opportunity of 
revenging it. Wherever mey met the Holjieiners they fell 
'iip'Sh them, and mailacred them without pity, or diftinCiion of 
age or fex. In aVord, the tur.iult was not appeafed before 
they had fatiated their revenge with the blood of tuTce^fha; 
dred of thefe foreigners. 

Valdemar But if Valdemcer glowed with impatience to kt Jutland in 
Jerms the hands of the Hoijleiners, he was ftilKmrfPc incenfed that 
fehemesfor Schonen Ihould have become a Swedijh province, and the in- 
redteming habitants daily more attached to their new fovereign, on ac- 
tbe crown ^Q^nt of the privileges and immunities he liberally and poli- 
jandsy heaped upon them. Yet was it impofTible for him, in 

rer^>enMg prefent upfeitled ftate of affairs, to attempt the recovery 
icaonen. valuable province by arms: he thought it more ad- 

vifeable to fmother his refentment until he was more firmly 
eftabliflied on the throne. Accordingly a treaty Whs figned 
between the two crowns, or rather the preliminaries to a treaty, 
in which it was flipulated, that the utmofl endeavours of both 
parties fhotild 1)e fixerted to all differences between 

the kirig and the fubjeCls of each, ai^iconcht off all caufe of 
future ttifrenfions. Such was the fubftance of the wholes 
K.- . i * 

^ foETAN. 1. vili. 
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jue^and g^^al promifes of friendship 
appeareu, wniKwt aii| other nf«a(%ig probably, on either fide, 

^an decciveSoi lIU each other into fecurity. 

Ab(^ut this tuM Swen bifliop of Jfrhus^ and Paul dea- a. p, 
cwfof*!R^!&r 4 /, we^je arrefted by the king’s orders in the 1343] 
pi^iTc ftreets, con^£le 4 prifoners to Padeborn^ a fortrefs TbeVJhof 
Wc^-ire iJot informed of Paldemar's reaf'ons fof Arhus 
^ting fuch^violence on the perfons of two prelates of arrtfitd, 
^on i it iZ however agreed by all hiftorians, that a 
counefl^ the clergy met ar Wedtl^ and laid the whole king- 
cr a ibvere interdidtion on account of this adlion. 
io bo(i\of men on earth are more jealous t^f their rights 
^ct/vci theVgrgy of all nations; nor is there a more dange* 
rous enemy vv 4 ere their influence is confiderable, and the peo* 
pie ignorant.. It docs not appear \^?\.- i^atdemar was greatly 
difconcertef with this proceedifig of the bifhops; for we fee 
him bellowing the fame attention to the recovery of the here¬ 
ditary domains of the crown, and the ifland of Faljirty and 
cit)^of Nlfoping, adtually wrefted out of the hands of the 
earl of IVagrioi to whom they had been pledged by Chri/io~ • 
pher. * 

Towards the beginning of ncxtycar, Valdtmar'^% queen A. D. 
Hadwigg was delivered of a prince%'«whofe bir^ annulled the 1344* 
ceflfton that was made of Fienia in /avour of the houfe of Hoi- ^young 
Jlein. A new treaty was concluded thercferc between the 
courts, in which Valdmar revoked the claufe refpedling 
nia\ they mutually promifed afliflance againll all enemies 
jpkauoiTt jf. the king only excepting the king of Sweden znd 
the duke ol'Stetin, with whom he was in i\ridt alliance ; and 
it was agreed, that if any unforefeen diflerence fhould arife, 
it might be referred to the arbitration of Valdemar duke of 
Sle^tck ‘ 

No fooner was this treaty figned, than Valdemar employed 
Nicholas of Limbecy whom he had juft created marefchal of 
Denmarky to negotiate with the princes of Holfiein concern¬ 
ing the redemption of Seburg, The ranfom was paid, and the 
two prelates of Arhus and Rcfchild were fet at liberty ; u})on 
which the bllhops took off the interdi<ftion, about which VoF 
demur had given himfelf but little trouble, though the people 
began to exprefs greaf uncafinefs. 

CALLENBURG msy in the mean while, furrcndcred to 
the king by Jngeburga^^w^^^d Canute PurfiuSy agreeable to burgyirr- 
the* late conventiSnsf^UB^nc^ng of Sweden kept her out ol renders ta 
pofteflion of Halland, under pretence that this province was the king, 
annexed to his crown by the fame title as Schonett, This how¬ 
ever was a mere pretext in order to oover more leerei defigns; 
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earl of WagrtOy having only^8lc?n •givepuad^Ej’&e'^Sine of a 
government to Eticy father to the praawf king of S^tJedenl' 
y'aldemar vtiL% incenfed at this condudf, wt he tound^it con¬ 
venient ftill tp ftipprefs his refentment/while re¬ 

mained alone the fufFercr, being cqualLv deprilVed of CalUnpwg 
‘and Hailmndy its equivalent*. v *«■ 

Abovt the clofeof the year a general dK^was helV*.*, Wi^ 
hurg, from u'hcncc t tie king marched <iire6tly\kgainft 
\ who had refuied, for a fcriesof years, to pa''^a|pgrtyni 

rielland- impofed on them. He entered their country 

tile manner,,and found no great dilHculty in rcdiWing them 
to obedience. Having fintlhcd this expediti^ ^ he ir.'StlC^ 
another to the ifiand of Zeahndy and laid firger’w a new for- 
irels the JtJol/ieinerT'^ii^ built near Nejiwedy contrary Co the 
‘late treaty. Voldemar infinerl, that either it ih^ld be deli¬ 
vered up to him, or (iifmantlcd j and the princes of Haf/i/ih 
were llrcnuous in having the price it had coft in building^paid 
to them, and liberty to carryofF ail their cffedls; both 
the king rdufed. 'I heficge was accordingly formed; but be¬ 
fore any great *<progrefs was made, a negotiation was fet on 
foot, and the affair aroicably adjufled. About this time Val^ 
demar likewif^ confentw^ that Nae-voy a city in EjihontOy 
which had been the occ^on of numbcrlefs difputes, ihould 
remain in the hatids of the Teutonic knights for the fpace of 
<oflt' year, they protnifing to defend it againft all the attempts 
of the barbarians.*- t ^ 

As the princes of Haljiein were the moft formid!!bTe’fe*sr 
An)t i VaJimary becaiiie they poflefl'ed Ifrong holds in al- 

moft every province of his dominions, he made if the chief 
mar’j^/a. his policy to rid himfelf of fcclr irkfome neigh- 

litia. ^ hours,, by detaching the duke of Slefioick from their alliance, 
in which he fuccceded. A treaty was ccmcluded between the 
two Valdeenarsy the duke did homage to the king, and the lat¬ 
ter, in cafe he (hould be the furvivoi:, obliged himfelf to pro¬ 
tect the duke’s heirs and dutchy againft all enemies. It 
was likewife ofFenfive and dcfenfivc; for they engaged mu¬ 
tually to defend each other with all their forces, and to de¬ 
clare the enemies of either to be the enemies of bori) powers. 
•Such a proceeding cou’J not fail of ^ving umbrage to the 
Hetjhin princes Henr. and Nicholas. They formed a plan of 
revenge, which cAi!d never with countenance, except in 
the breafts of the bafe and difhonouTSthcr*^They invited'the 
duke to vifit them in Fionia : one day, propoftng a hunting- 
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^ Aukc*«^rfoi^ and kept him pfi(Mer» « 

It the Uiaif be iigned with -the kiqg 
^gements with them. Nor did .they &op 
tncurriuns rinto Ztalandt and pillaged <rtie 
<?Ttv KiKiipouft ^n the other hand.* the Dj^nes made them' 
maftefsi^f Ne^wed% GundirJkUiolmy and the citadel rtf 

^ DEM/M Uboorcd hard to rc-unne with the crown, 

"othct places that had been pledged in the laft uidwppy 
After redeeming from the princes Henry. Md Ntcholat^ 
ti>'755«rcfl:€S cf Kurfer and Petreknrg, he declared to them his 
incltnAon to pay into their hands the price of t|ie government 
La^4. His propofal %va8 rejeaed, and he gave orders 
to the i»ranuiCTiarefchal to pafs with an army into that ifland, 
andJ-\^iicRe to all the places that conuined ioreign garrilons. 

I'be prir.^s haftened to th% relief of the ifland, and .daily 
fkirniifhes pafl'ed between the two armies. No decifiw ac¬ 
tion, however, happened when the Swedtjh monarch oflered 
h/mediation, and effeaed ati accommodation on no other 
cnrWit.o,« than, th« ftould be dolivered up to 

thc leinp, on his paying the lum of eight thoufand marks m 

.Krom this time rattw bega; -To mate ptofeffions of a Valde- 
oietv more rigorous and fevere tl an prudence or policy die- 
tated While his dominions were pledged to flrangeis, no-Mfoisu. 
thing could be more unfeafonable than ea^iuom agaminhi 
infidels, and holy pilgrimage,, diaated only by blind Mai and 
juoiis rilncnzy. He paffed to E^bcma, a province of Ssu^. 
on the North of Livma, where he made feveral reguUtiOM 
in the ohSreh. He founded feveral pious inllitutions, and built 
Chanels at ReuA * which daily prayers were to,be put up for 
him'lelf and queen. He took the deim and "nms of tlm 
cathedial under bis immediate protedtion, and publilbed di¬ 
vers edidis in their favour. In the end he returned to Dm- 
mark, and prepared for another expedition againit the pagans 
of PrufUa^ with intention to oblige them to embrace the true 
relieion: fuch was the devotion of princes in thofe ages of 
ignorance and barbarity. Vnldemar was accompanied m this 
^peditirtn by his brother Otton, whom he had forced into the 
rijrs«/c order, that his prefence in might occafion 

(A) According to fcar^gits ^jhat the wh«e ifland was ceded 
the city of 

coft the king this fum (i); but dition. 

. jiil fiLrJ'mizxkd.Crantsuus (a) agree, 4 
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t no troubles. ^Eric duke of i \w9ny likewilM^^ed hfjC^'^l^e 
princes having met at Lubec ;^ut before ps ai^iH^i'rK^^ 
the barbarians had concluded a truce withkbe Swenfr kni^^its. 
This rendered his prefence in the counti^nneccflarv} 
therefore returned to Livema, and fold thi province oT E/t~ 
honia Co the Ttutmie knights, for the funi of/bighicen thc^u 
fand marks in iilver, contrary to the formal^irpofifT^i^s msTie 
by his father, whereby this province was unal^ienably at'-tmed 
to the crown. One remarkable circumilancc attendj^*\^» 
iale; it was. that only one of the fenators, Anelrgw^-^iji'otL 
i^ned the agreement; nor did a copy of it ever app^-^is^'u 
thePolijh produced one at the congrefs of Jfitetin in' 

the year 1570. One moiety of the money was p-Aii to t'.tc^ 
marquis of Brandenburgs married to Veldemar'i lifter. This 
was her portion, for the payment of which the kin^ had 
pledged half the province of Ejlhonia. In returif the mar¬ 
quis put into the king’s hands an inftrument, whereby he re- 
leafed him from the iiibftdy he had engaged for (he defence of 
the marquifate. \ 

Before the king quitted Livomas he had fent orders to fe- 
13^6. vcral Danijh lordsf'to meet him in Brandenburgs ail of whom 
were arreded on the roi%d by the earl of fVagria ; an a£l; of 
prefumpeion that greatly I. cenfed Voldemar } yet did be enter 
upon no new mcadircs forVevenging the inCult, or enlarging 
theprifoners. InftAid of this he made all polTible prepara- 
for a romantic expedition to the Holy Land, which he 
bad long meditated. Accordingly he fet out, attended by 
Erie of Saxonys and a great number of the fiift nobilKy of !.'« 
Valdemar kingdom. On his arrival at yerufalem hevilited all the holy 
audkes a places, and etitered himfelf in the fraternity of thft knights- 
fHgtimuge temfdars; an example that was followeC by Erics and the 
Kft of the lords of his court: for folly from the throne flows 
rapidly among the people as from its natural and moft vigo¬ 
rous fource. The courtiers of Alexander diftorted themfelvea 
into the unhappy figure of that hero. 

Not to dwell on the encomiums palled by crafty priefts on 
thefe inftances of royal piety, the people began to murmur 
at the difpofal of the fair province of EJihmias without their 
confent, or indeed their knowledge; and the griewmee was 
fi^Panes aggravated by the application of the ifloney, one moiety of 
imem/ix,. which went to the marquis of Brandenburg, and the other to 
defray the expenccH of a Qtiixqr*;* j>voedition to Palejiine. That 
. piety which they beheld with revereitci^*rbrmer monarchs, 
began to be looked on as a madnefs in Valdemar^ 

A.P. 134.7 ^>e queen was delivered of a princefi, 

XS47* l^^burga | and eh^ king, who was returned to his do- 

minionsy 
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9f»ry Aehmiitk. 

|e mortgage upon t\ic city of Retutjhr^^ ’ 

|tie a numuer of other mortgages,' and ^ 
nd of XeaUmdj city of Nicepmg^ Stekt ill 
«^e iJ(]and of end a variety of places in Jutland. 

AT5|er*this he figwed a frelh treaty with the princes of HoU 
in whief, it v^is itipulated, that Ncsburg and part 
or^tr^/na'nd'of (hould be xeded to the king, in ex- 
^‘ j'for wjiif^n they were to receive Steke, with a fum of 
equivalent to the remainder of the purchafe. 

JUiliS not before this year that duke yaldemar of Skjwtci 
,,^*:r 3 sd his liberty, and then only upon condition, that he 
renoun^ the alliance he had formed with the king, contrary 
^^^the exprefs letter of a prior treaty with the Holjlein princes. 

It would feem that numbericrs difficulties attended the 
redemption of the crown-lands; for, fubfequent to the treaty 
of which we have juft fpoken^ wc find the king laying fiege 
to ■ Skioldenefs in Zealand. Neither Pontanm, Meurfius^ or 
Krgntzius, give any account of the occafion of thefe hoftili- 
tieft, contenting themfclves with obferving, that the opera¬ 
tions were no fooner begun than they were dropt, by reafon of ’ 
a plague that laid defolate the greater part oV all Europe^ and Plagui in 
raged with particular violence in Penmark. Here whole 
tcAvns were deferted, the country ^eft wafte for want of la¬ 
bourers; all commerce totally ftagnated;^even \\\^ Greenland 
trade, which a few years before began to be affiduoufly gy^r^^ 
fixed, was now neglc£led; and nothing but terrbr and dcfpair 
'reigned in this miferable coyAtry. 

^“I'd fhefe unhappy circumftanccs were added others equally 
oppreffive and unavoidable. The great number of crown- 
lands thativerc mortgage^ rendered a heavy tax neceflary ; .the 
more grievous ?o tfte peo|(lle, becaufe the means of payment 
had failed, in confcquence of the ceftation of induftry. Val- Valdemar 
demar determined by all means to gain the afteiftions of his^a/»i the 
fubje£U, the more eafily to efFcfl his purpofe. Aftemhling a conjidenee 
diet at Ringjladt, he fet forth, in prcfcnce of an infinity of of hit ftA*. 
nobles, clergy, and commons, that he had redeemed out ^ ' 

the hands of the mortgagees a great number of cities, towns, 

Jind caftles, at the expence of three hundred rhoufand marks, * 349 * 
levied ufihn the people ; and that now there remained a faving 
of ten thoufand manes of filver, which he requefted the 
people would difpofe of as they law propc^, as it originally 
beion^d to then^ monarch wai 

truly politic: it intifeiy gained the afl*e£lion of his fubjei^s, 
i^rell as their confidence : they fubmitted every thing to him, 
and afiured him of tbsir readinefs to b) down their lives and 
jfiwtuncs at his feet. *’ ^ 



yJLDEMJRt having^ccceded 
pafied over to HalUtn^, anfd demand 







with 


VtgBtid- 
ihn nrHb 


of Magnus king of Sweden^ from whom iw? Wd^efirous J'it rc- 


SweUen. deeming 'Schoaen. He offered Alagnus thr fu*n for lyhid^it 
was firft roortgrged to the carl of agrio^ and reprefent^h to' 
him, that the earl had no right to dHpofe op i province ‘ Hd 
upon fuch a tenure. Unanfwerable as thefe argui:ftc 5^9 w-je, 
Magnus refufed to furrcndcritj and the congrefe up 

with menaces from yaldanar^ that he would claim fft? f''’hc 
by force of arms: menaces which wcie not attendtd^ 
propoied eifedf, the troubles arifing in Germany . 

vented yaldemar from purfuing his dtfign. As this extraordi¬ 
nary a&Uir is Arongly cooncclcd with our we fiidii' 

leJate it with all polBbie brevity (rom the diifufarand per^dexed 
account of Pontanus *. 

An iropolfor, by name Mailer Maineken, appeared about 
this lime in Brandenburgs a 0 'uming the name of the late 
margrave VMdetaars and Claiming hLs dominiotis, which he 


An impef- 
tor lays 
elaim to 
ihe mar- 


burg. 


Claiming 

faid were ufurped, in prejudice of bis right, by Lexvis oi an- 
of J,j his perlbii be exadily refcmblcd P’aldemar, and 

ran en- found.no diihbulty in imitating his voice and manner,.hav> 
>ng been many years gentleman ulher to the margrave. He 
afhimed, that, the mar^ftve was not dead as had been Ic^g 
reported, but had made a pilgrimage to Jerufalem. Now on 
bis tccurn, he cxpd'ebed Lewis of Bavaria would reilore thofe 
*dominions tor their natural lord. Hold and impudent afler- 
tions never fail t6 meet with credit fiom the vulgar. Here 
humanity and juftice feemed to call aloud for their afbfiadc'* 
which combined with the novelty of the feene, loon gained 
Jiftuller a great number of adheruts. With thdfe many of 
.the neighbouring pttnees, intcredea in ft/ppoiting the impof- 
ture, joined. Among thefe were the dukes of ^axe A^alt 
and Mecklenburg ; and Crantzius affirms, that the emperor 
Charles IV. not only el'poufed, but Hril excited Muller, to this 
bold attempt. By thefe he was fupported with all the dig¬ 
nity of a prince, he kept a court, and even eclipfed in pomp 
the real margrave. 

K-liHG Paidemars who fincerely loved his brother-in-law 
Lewiss heard this news with concern. He pitied his ftfler, 
fbrefaw the diilra£lion that would enfde, and determined to 
ufe all his power to fupport his brother-in-law, and ^ni£h 
the prefuinptuous?!^«//rr. A. was convoked at Pj^hildi 
and fufficient fupplies were granted to'^ilffile him to equip a* 
fleet,with whichhe voszA^MeckUnburgs destroying the country 
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the king, ^hom he redaced to g^at 
idinfer, baviii^^ri%ed him in Sturgart, Valdetnar 
^r^ived the ef^ of which he had been guilty, in encloftng 
ilwretlf in a city eaftiy forced *, but his endeavours to ex- 
tri^te himfel/^ .y^rould have> been fruitlcfs, had not Romidus^ 
Lewts of iSrandenburg, arrived feafonably to hia 
I'mmediately the duke raifcd the fte^e, took a compais, 
«cked Romulus in the rear. The battle was bloody and 
the duke vidorious, and near four hundred Esau- 
a|a??P^^rr were made pofoneis; but ilill Romulus had the ho¬ 
nour omaifing the nege, relieving the king, and of faving 
.ijsbiffifelf Dxfc his bravery from falling into the cnetny’s hands. 
yJLDEM^R was no fooner at liberty than he marched 
out t>,f the city, which had almoli proved fatal to him, and 
made frcih^incurfions into the juke’s territories, where he laid 
fiege to ftveral towns, that made but a faint refiftancc. At 
length, reinforced with a body of troops from Pomeyaniuy he 
in\'«fted Btrliny whicli city had declared in favour of the ira- 
jioltor. 'Fhe duke halk ned to the relief of thebcfieged ; and 
the king drew out his armv to give him •battle. Thing* 
were coming to a crifis, and both patties waiting for the fignal 
to,,engJge, when fome of the more moderate nobility in each 
army, dreading the cltufion of Chriflian blood, propofod an 
accommodation. A conference was heU', in which it was 
determined to fubmit the affair to the arbitration of his 6'38fe-»> 
dijh majeffy. Accordingly it y/as determinedby this monarch,- 
th^it Romnlusy brother to Le'dits of Brandenburgs fliould fet all 
prHoneiiS at liberty j that, as an equivalent, he ihould re¬ 
ceive an c«th of allegiance from certain cities in the dutchy of 
Mecklenbutgy ttv.whi<:h he claimed a right; and, laftly, that 
he fhould efpoufe the daughter of the duke. Kii>g Valdemar 
likcwifc effeiled a reconciliation between his brother-in-law 
the margrave and the duke of Stetin ; alfo between the dukes 
of Mecklenburg and Saxony. 

These troubles in Germany being thus appeafed, Valdemar 
was on the brink of entering into another difpute of more 
confequence, if the emperor’s affairs had not prevented him 
from pursuing the didlates of his refentment. iJis imperial 
inajcfly was extremclyienragcd at Valdmar*^ marching foreign 
troops ii?to the empire, and making his dominions the theatre 
of a war. He was ffill more incenfed atpjhis c’n^cktng the 
progrefs of the prt:«iawe-*?lfi?r2rave, as it w.is notorious that 
the"emperor bad .nn rnterelf in the fuccefs of this impf»ftor, 
oat of pi ',uc to the margrave Lewis, it being a main objedt 
■of hts policy to ddlrcfs the affairs o* Sic houle of Bavaria, 
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of Denmark* 

« However, whether out of fh^me, ordieM^|K^!ng|iy^^^ 
to an excefs, he diflembled refentmmtt am^ige^aii^d y 
pafljiort to the king and feveral princes (fT tha^^rth, t^at- 
tend a diet which he convoked at Sprenberg^ti order ta dem 
cide the claim of the impoftor Muller. jThe king o&rntv 
with him Eric Juke of Saxony, ^nd Romulus^ ,now beccAne 
niargrave of Brandenburg, which his b?othcr xcded, \ 
referving to himfelf only the dominions of the houre.^^i 5 &- 
varia. At this congrcfs (for it was not properly a die^t j.he 
empire) the northern princes complained loudly of tlmcn* ' 
pcror’s endeavours to fupplant the natural heir of the l^'JpoC 
Brandenburg, by forcing in his room an impoilor, v^o ^au 
long been a menial in the family. To this charge the e^^ 
peror replied, that he had done nothing of wl^ich he could 
repent. Neither temerity, prejudice, or paflion, had excited 
him againd the houfe of Bavffria^ or at ail influenced his 
, conduct; juflice alone was the motive of his a£lions: that if 
he was at all bl.'imeable, it was for giving credit to the aflu- 
rances of the archbilhop of Magdeburg, Rodolph of Saxo^j 
f> the duke of Mecklenburg, and the prince of Jnhalt, all of 
whom had folemnly made oath, that he was the true Voider 
mar, the lawful heir of the houfe of Brandenburg. Upon 
this the king flood up, and fpoke in the name of the other 
princes: “ We too are ready to fwear, but with more truth, 
“ that this perfon k an impoftor; and we oblige ourfelves to 
•* ^onvidl of perjury whoever has fworn to the contrary: we 
thcret'orc befceoh your imperial majefty to revoke the de> 
cree you have pafted in favour 6f a man, who has no other 
“ preienfions to his prefent dignity than what he de*'ive/froiy 
** an unparalleled impudence, diflimulation, and ^falents to 
impofe on your imperial majefty.” ^vTot^cariag to urge 
matteis to extremities, Charles at length openly acknowledged 
Romulus the legitimate heir and poflcflbr of Brandenburg, and 
publiihed an imperial decree to this purpofe. From hence* 
forth the impoftor was abandoned by all his adherents, and 
forced to retreat into Anhalt, where he palled the remainder 
of his days in that obfeurity to which he was born * ; and thus 
ended an affair which bad fpread the flames of war in feveral 
parts of Germany, almoft proved fatal to the liberty and life of 
Valdemor, and made a great noife in euery corner of Europe, 

It properly belongs to another part of our hiftory; but from 
fhe fhare which ruldemar had in it, we could not avoid men- 
fioning it here. - 

The congrefs having broke up, the princes returned each 
fo his own dominions^ except yaldemar, who laboured hard 

• .Crantz. p. 20?. 
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aSkiHberJ^'^concluded upon a folid footings bd^ 
t^iliyy^dc. to E^mmark. After having eftabliflied repofe 
aridV^anquiili^f^he '^fpent Tome days ztLubec in mirth and 
Mivi^y, and cm^ palTed over to his own dominions 
Wberc^e was receded with great demonilrations of joy^ the 

pco^fle being i^ghly fatishedswith the refult of this laft nego- 

^ • 

Soyx after this he concluded a treaty with Cajimir^ king 
of by which that prince engaged to fupply him with 

n^dred lances, provided rhey were not to be employed 
agarf^^ny power fpecified in the treaty. Before the ena of 
tile yeat\ the public joy received confiderable augmentation 
the i'irih of a fecond foil; it was however of fhort du¬ 
ration ; for the young prince lived but a few days. By the 
death,of the two fons of Canute Porjiusy the title of dukes of 
Halland b^afne extindl, and ahe king did not think proper 
to confer it on a collateral branch of the family, thinking it 




more advifeable to annex the dutchy to the crown. 

Ly the year 1351 a quarrel, the grounds for which arc A. D% 
unknown, arofe between Voldemar and bis grand-marcchal i35i.» 
Limbeck. It was carried fo high, that his tnajefty beficgcd ^ retwA 
him in the caftle of Doming. The princes of Holjleiny the ^ke king^t 
Tidlj^Wty of Jutlandy and the maritime towns, aljtook arms ziMJeHu 
the fame time. The princes pretended an infradlion of 


the treaty fubfifling between them and* the king, while 
the nobility and maritime towns complained of fomc trd^ 
paflTcs upon their rights and privileges. On the firft rumour 
of thffe commotions, the kihg put garrifons in all the places 
‘fie thoOghtniHiceirary, and fent a flrong body of forces for the 
pTote^ion 4of the dutchy of Slefwick, agreeable to the late 
treaty. This laA ncafure proved fruitlefs; for the duke had 
fided with the princes of Holfteiny and the auxiliaries were 
conftrained to return. At the fame time, the Swedes having 
depofed Magnus for his debaucheries, which had rendered 
him odious to»the people, raifed his ion Eric to the throne* 
MagnuSy retiring to Schoneny aflembled the dates of the pro¬ 
vince, to deliberate on the neceflary meafures in this de¬ 
plorable fituation of his affairs. From hence he folicited VaU 
demars abidance to redore him; but met with a repulfe, be- 


caufe he had refufed toecede that province. Again the negotia¬ 
tion was refumed} but the unwillingnefs which Magnus ex- 
prefled to furrender Schoneny rendered it fruittefs. • 

All this while V^duiuu/P v/zs not unemployed on the other fheaffairs 
fide. He invited the nobility of North Jutland to a confe- ^/Jutland* 
fence, with a view to detach them from ihe alliance of Hoi- 
Jiein i and one Bugaus was lent to Gaifenhitrgy to treat with 

the 




A. D. 
. » 35 *- 




tbe king in their nlme. Nothing ^ '<1 

* tecview; and Bugaus with the other- d'ep&cies wci^hgfdjf^ .je;. 
turned to Jutland^ when the nobility, new allu^cc ” 

with the princes of Holjiein^ feized upon fe^^al of his^^iaj - 
jefty’s garrifons in tjtofe part?. 'I'hc king ^eaded the 
of a civil war, atid laboured aiCdupufly to remove the caufj of' 
fc terrible an evil. He offered to tubnr:i< the Jitferencc^ to •’'le 
decifion of the earl of lVagria\ yet becaufc he I'urpcctTj^ 
nobleman partial in favour of the princes dHoljiein^ t^c , tiie 
of his determination was procraltmaied. In the mean^*; . r 
he levied troops, which, ter paffing if. rev 
he embarked for i ,ania ^ but contran’’ winds i 
tranfports from failing. This aftoidcd han ;ai « ..unn\ of 
holding a conference with Magnus of Stuidetii but this ini-'r- 
view, like all the other negotiations !r2tw;.ea them, roke oiT 
without concluding any thing. 

As foon as the wind permitted, FuhK.par put to i*,.^ ; and 
was met on his landing by numbers of 'he nobiliiy oi /kn/o, 
who alTurcd him of their fidelity, and made efier of their ici- 
vices. By their advice it was that umpiies were choi'en -to 
determine all differences between him, the princes of IIA- 
Jieitiy and the 'Jutland nobility. At the fa.x ' time tlie 
held an aliembly at HflfeuLurg^ to negotiate an ..ccommoJa- 
tion between the two crown<; bin a, iiotliing was deter- 
mined, it produce^ a particular interview hetv.’ecn ralih’rrrir 
Magnus^ at which their differences were amicably ad- 
juffed, after repe^ed ftuicbTc negotiations had been let on 
foot. 

In the fpring of the year frefh conferences l^Sid o.. 
the fubjeiSl of the difpute between his majefly and'^hc princes 
of Hol/hin and nobility of Jutland; but evei y propofal from 
either fide wasrejeded, as if they both had mice to decide juft 
nothing at all. But the unfettled Hate of his own affairs did 
not prevent Faldemar s aHifling the duke of MeckUnhurg againff 
the duke of Stetia, who had declared war againfl him; and, 
indeed, it feems to be one of the (hining parts of this prince’s 
charadler, that be adhered ilridtly to his engagements, and 
never deferted his allies, but on the mod preffmg emergencies, 
and for the fliroiigcft reafons: and however politics may in 
thefc times be altered, Hrmnefs and Hdejfty arc no le/s refpe( 5 t> 
able qualities in a monarch than in a private citizen. On this 
occafion he refolvf d to go in perlbn to Germany^ which he did, 
after appointing a regency to gOf...-.': thj^ kingdom in his ab- 
fence. He was no ^oner arrived than he fee negotiations on 
foot for reuniting the belligerent powers; and accordingly pro- 
,duced a treaty of pc/ce, and even of alliance, between the 
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MtckUhber^y SMlity and Pomerania, Having ibme, 
fl liaf^ rJifcimtent againft the princes of Sclavia and IVerU^ 
'Hcr eivd^d the negotiations than he entered their 
iry in a hoftile manner, carrying defolation wherever 
.i>hcd, and dtBroying every thing pro%ne and facreJ 
bw-l'oftj reproached on this occafion with betray- 

and bari»ar9us difpofuion, in ordering the notes* 
■ ' piii'uncrs to be cut oft’ in cool blood, and 





the 

Srs" iheir oodles in 
iij'ious p!l{»rta;a’'.*, ‘a ibf' 


a manner little ccnfiftcnt 
Hr’y Lam). Tins expe- 


lous pilgruv.a”.*,‘a inr lir'y Iwanil. 1 Jus expe- 
th. caufes o^ which are unknown, he fpent 
;,c ui at Ik -tiut? in fcafts and diverfions.^ 

•. ri v ■' < i “ ulhered in, and diftinguiflied in the 
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■> j .1 - - - ' o . tj, k*rjnre/s 

.urJt^ by the birth of the gloiious princeis Mar-^ Margaret 
/icceedcd to the -rrowns of t^mmarkj Swedi-n, and born, 

•' . ;b;- ev.^'h of her^ather VMefmry and merited 

,hfi . iiiJ uiatily cor-age, the title of Semiramis 

oj ihi \'ji ' . king had for Ibme years paft fiiut up hiS 
tjueeu > ; ‘a ^ l!.' ' upon fonie fufpicion of hcr in- 

I' d f-m one day thiihcr as he returned 
ar.'i piopoiing to fpend the night with one 
.•’fiineii. he was carried by theaddrefs of that 
■')' 1.;-' 1-iwfiil wile Ih.uweg^ where he cn- 
li... ^ .uinexed to ftolen love, and which the 
appetite ii. HI rntrigtre, without difeovering his 
miiLo.'.'before the moining. 'I he queen conceived in con^ 
lequcMcvof »!.e embraces of ^his night, and in the fpace of 
nine a^onths was delivered ofprincefs Margaret^ the fruit of 

This year iihewife it'vvas, that frcfti mcafur^s were taken Con'Ven- 
to terminate all* di^renccs with the princes of Holjieini tion ivitb 
which were fubmitted to the arbitration of the dukt of Sax- the princes 
ony and the earl of tioja^ by whofe award all parties agreed cfHoU 
to ftand. It was farther ftipulated, that hofiilities ftiouldft*>*'* 
ceafe while this affair was in agitation. The king and the 
princes produced their pretenfions, and laid open their griev¬ 
ances to the umpires. Firft it was agreed, that for the fum 
of two tboufand marks of fdver, the king Ihould redeem 
out of th«% hands of the duke Saxony, the fortrefs of P//- 
w/riiT, to be given iI^ iruft to the carl of JVagria till pay¬ 
ment of the faid fum, which muft be niade vviihin the fpace 
of three years, certain revenues in Fionia bting mortgaged 
for fecurity of the intereft. k/n the other hand, the carl was 
to yield up to the king all his mother’s portion in Denmark^ 
excepting only thofe lands fold by his father to Gerhard. 
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«5« Hifibry of Denmark. ^ 1 

With rcfpeca*to the Holflein prinCe^^he king pwQsTlSif 
* a declaration, whereby he acknowledge^ in cqniidcx^i^n' 4v 
'* the ceffion made by the princes of a moie^ of fioiuk', aii^ 
of fifteen hundred marks in filver, that he gave up aliotbr' 
pretenfions, and fet all the prifoners at liberty which.die 
taken fince tHb beginning of tpe war. In a word, tha te- 
“dious difputcs and quarrels between tlr({king, the Tons C^vr- 
hoidy and the duke of Slefvjk^y were at length terminated 
amicably; though they were ag^in rcncw'cd a (hjj'ut,time 
after. ■ 

During thefc tranfaclions it was, \hzt Magnus 
Szvfdcn gave the inveftiture of Halland and Sihonen to a ouv- 
D 53 * lord, called Bcnntt Jlgeth^ his favourite, w.'h the title of 
duke; and fome hiftorians relate, that not fatisfied witlfbe- 
ilowing thefe marks of diilindlion, he made him abfulute 
maftcr of his whole kingdom. This inveftituti'^ gave um¬ 
brage to I'alfLmar ; but his refentment was abforbed in atSls 
of devotion he was now meditating. Some conftitutions are 
naturally difpofed to fuperfiition; fuch was that of Voldemar, 
His piety confifted in exterior a£ls and expcnces, the load of 
which fell entirely upon his fubjetfls; and indeed this is a 
fjKcies of immoral piety, that favours more of vain*glory 
than of warm fentiments of true religion and the dilates 
of a good heart. In no other view can we regard the pil¬ 
grimage he mad,e this year to Avignon^ to vifit Innocent VI, 
.«.K/hich coft the people an immenfe fum of money (A). 

On his return from Avignon^ he made an expedition to 
Frifelandt to extinguilh fome fprrks of fedition that had broke 
out in that country ; but the inhabitants hajnpg;, rc^urfe to 
fiipplications, he contented himfelf -with punifl^ng a few of 
the ringleaders, by fining them in certain Aims of money 
and carrying ofF hoftages. 

A general Next he called a general afTcmbly of the fiates at 

Jiet a£em^ hurg^ at which ailified the duke and bifhop of SIrfwick. Here 
he publicly declared a general pardon to all his lubjefls guilty 
of treafon, or other offences agatnfl the crown, and drew up 
an inftrument to this purpofe, which the bifhop of Ripen read 

(A) PentanuT, led by fome therefore, that Innocent VI. was 
Valie authority, fays, that this then at the bead of i^e church, 
vifit was made to Urban V. if it be true, as all the Demijh 
The year is the fame, and yet hiftorians aflert, that this pil- 
Vrban was not'r.iifed to the .grimage was made in the year 
dignity of pope till eight years 1354 (i). 
jd'ter. It follows ncccfiarily, 

¥id, font, I, vili, f. 483. 
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7 he^ijtpry 4^5 

in the diet. It contained in fubftance, that bis pebple • 

SiMrJ hericefcrward enjoy the full exertion of all the privi- ^ 
l^es and immunities conferred on them by his anceitors, 
kmd rarticularly by I'^aUtmar 11. that a general amnefly Ihould 
Ob granted of what was paifed t that his miyeliy (hould lake 
care to protafWthemvi^ainft all their enemies; that all ihqfe 
of capital crimes, fuch as murder* theft, Wr. (hould 
pardon, on making fatisfaflion to the injured, at lead 
lay in their power, in the manner mod agtecable 
'to iSe laws of the country ; that no fubje£t, whether layman 
W ccclefiailic, diould be conftrained to part with his goods 
and chattels to religious purpofes ; that no phe be fuffered 
t'4 feize on the effeds of an ecclefuftic who has died with¬ 
out heirs, but that they be left to the king’s difpofal* or to 
the .fociera to which they belonged ; laftly, that a general 
diet be fummoned yearly, according to the antient cuflom 
of the realm, at Ntohur^^ about the fefiival of St. John. 

Thefe regulations were plauftble and pleafing ; but we (hall 
Up in the fcquel how they were obferved. 

This diet was fucceeded by an interview between the kings 
of Denmark and Sweden at Htiftnburg. Pohtanus indeed re- ketnuten 
lates, that it was only a congrefs compofed of deputies, three *^^btngs 
bifhops being fent with 4 n archbi(hop from each fide to end 
the differences between the two crowns. The firft 
handled was the reftitution of Schnen, updh which the 
deputies had inftrudions to infill. It was urged, that tl^ 
earl of IVdgria had no right^lo difpofe of a j^rovincej of which 
l^e vvtis only the fimple mortgagee'; and that the inhabitants 
...^^SrA^jg^t-weltr'guilty, of rebellion* in acknowledging the 
ibverejgntf of Magnus. They then proved, that neither 
Idorth nor SouthrHuHand had ever been mortgaged^; but only 
made over during pleafure, under the title of a government. 

Thefe two important points occafioned fo many difficulties, 
which unavoidably rofe from the nature of the bibjedl, that 
his Swedljh maieffy requefted Voldemar to come in perfon to 
Heljmhwrg. He accordingly went, and now it was that the 
kings met; but without the propolol effedl: for, after feveral 
warm debates, the congrefs broke up, leaving all the diffe¬ 
rences juft as they found them. 

Another conference was appointed about the fame time, 
to which were invited the German princes, to regulate certain 
commercial afiairs. The princes and fea-pSrts (eift deputies; 
but Voldemar propofed attending in perfon, and was preparing 
for his journey to when he was given to underftand, by 
the diM, that no more than an efcotte of an hundred pcrlbns 
,/would‘Be allowed him. VatdemarlQstir^m^i and thinking 
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(uch a retinue infufficient to appear with regal magniH^Ac^ 
he poftponed his journey, and appointed deputi^. ^ ^ 

Laying afidc for a time the care of foreign affairs, Viide-. 
mar applied himfelf to the adminidration of judice. pre^ 
Tided in perfon 2t. the tribunals, and puniftied a great numbA' 
o/ ufurpers, who had violently pdireiTejll/ themfelres of effates, 
during the civil wars immediately pi^ceding his accelfibn. 
Thcfe lands he returned to the legitimate owners; ^rv iC no 
lawful heirs could be found, annexed them to the crowTv^e 
fiimmoned before him one Nicholas Rondy of the or<rer. cfi* 
knights, accufed of feditious expreldons againft the govern¬ 
ment, and difrefpedful language towards the king’s perfon. 
Rond difobeyed the fummons, and made fo ffout a refiflarwe, 
that thofc who were fent to bring him by force, were con- 
drained to put him to death S « 

The king held this hcad-coirt at Ripen \ whence he pafled 
to Helfmhurgy where Magnus of Sweden demanded another 
interview. From thence he proceeded to WrongJierp^ at 
which place he held a diet, and pailed an edift, whereby ^1 
fines on criminal anions were doubled. At length he re¬ 
turned to Rofchildy where he received advice that the duke of 
Slefwick and Rennet Aldfeldt bad determined to decide their 
quarrel by arms, ^Idemar^ out of refencment to the diAe 


for his late conduit, fent fupplics to Aldfeldty by means of 
wrjjich he became *mafter of the fortrefs ofTraniiary and ra- 
•Vaged a great part of the duke’s country, particularly the ifland 
of Lanpand. TTie duke flew to,the relief of his people; he 
landed a ftrong body of troops; but was forced to abaildan 
the ifland, on finding the kinjjr in perfon at 'tKc *hVd of.«n. 
army to oppofe him. Thus Voldemar became mafllr cALang^ 
/W; but he again ceded it to the dukcj^'in tonfequcnce of a 
negotiation fet on foot. 


Anambaf- This year arrived from France a magnificent embafly. 
Jy from John II. propofed a double marriage between the children of 

France, the two kings, and Voldemar inftantly difpatched ambafladors 

to France with fimilar inllruftions; but John being at that 
time made prifoner by the Englifljy and conduaed to Londony 
the treaty was brought to no conclufion. To this fucceeded 
advices from SwedeUy which gave the king uneafiflefs. Al¬ 
though the civil wars in that country were terminated by 
the partition of power made between A'fagnus and his fon 
Eric ; yrt Bookal Folk, a Dmijh lord, fent by ValdmOr to 
Schemn, with certain inftru£tions for Magnusy was arrefled 
on the road by Erids order. Joannes Goibusy a Svnedijh hif- 
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rtdRi 7 tlSgns the followfog motives for Eric’a conduf);. 
Blat^gy wife to Magnus was no lefs fond of Bmntt 
\,^Sth than \ her husband. He was the prime favourite of 
^tb i and tfke queen defpainog to fee A^gnus reinftated in 
tl^one, neglei^^ nothing to preferve tl» fortune of this 
mitJion. She q^adc'a, fecret offer to king yaljemar of the 
province of Schonen^ piftvided he would confirm to Algoth th% 
late^^^veftiture and tiilq granted by Magnus ; and the king, 
to 4 feunite fo fine a province to his crown, lifiened to 
t ruit oVrfttures. Eric had intelligence of this fecret correfpon> 

(fence, and gave inftrudions for arrefting Folk. 

According to the biftorians, FaMemar v/zs (6 en~ 

raged at the infult committed on his agent, that he inflantly 
began to levy fb'Miers. He was prevented however from pui- 
fuing his revenge, by the rigour of the approaching winter, 
and by a ttvolt that broke ou^ in "Jutland. His whole atten* 
tion was required to appeafe this tumult. Great diligence 
was ufed, and it fucceeded ; certain lords having engaged 
to^prevail on the king to fummon a diet at Callenburg^ for 
the redrefs of the people’s grievances. 7 'his accordingly was 
done on the twenty-fifth of March followings 
But the facility with which Voldemar had hitherto quafhed 
*aU feeds of rebellion, made him the more cajj^clefs about re* 
moving the caufe. This appeared from his behaviour im¬ 
mediately after the above diet; for he impofed a heavy tax 
upon all the inhabitants of Jutland without di{lin£fion, 
bably as a punifliment for their late offence. It was to the 
lafl'degree unfcafonablc arfo impolitic, thus to irritate the 
'f staple fo lately in rebellion. The duke of 
SUj^ick slid princes "of Holjlcin joined in the clamours 
againd this con*iu(^ and ftimulated the nobility of Jutland 
to take up arms. Yet after all, this was only a collateral 
inducement to the people to revolt; the principal and origi-^^'^"^^* 
nal caufe of their conduct being founded on a particular 
quarrel between certain natives of lloljiein and the family of 
Himniken-Limbek^ whom Cunigunde, widow to Eric duke of 
SUfwicky protcdled. The princes of Jhljlein took part with 
their own fubjedfs, entered the dutchy of Slefwick, and made 
themfelvis mafteis of the cities of Tunderen and Haderjlalen, 

Both fides folicited th« Jutland nobility for affiftance, and the 
princes prevailed; but king Taldemar, whofe intered it was 
that thefe towns diould not remain in the bacids of ;he princes, 
levied troops and drove them out of the dutchy. Thus the 
Jutlanders were engaged againd their own fovereign, and by 
thebyjndeavours the Hcljieiners again got pofleflion of their 
conqplds in the dutchy. Vaidemar,{§ti Randctjcn beficged 
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* ant) takfn within view of his annv> without bnng a&l tu 
^ Tclirve the garrifon. He afierwaros gave battle "ito the'"i^ 
and was defeated. Fluihcd with vi£tory|'^hey palled 
over to Flonia, where they took by alTiuIt the^ ilrong ^otx^ 
of OJeft/cCy and laid fiege to Gambergy another ilrong hpfa 
in, its neighbourhood. * « '• 

A'alde- VALDEMAR was not difeouragev by thefe difgr^ces ; 
n:ar*/jjg rather exerted all his ability to wi^ them pfF.. Troops 
were levied, and feyeral fufpefled lords put under an 
tDjui,ue ^monjT others, Peter Laurentiusy his hxot\itx Johrty farpes, 
-tm. Oulcf\cny and his brother Olaus were freured. Some he rc- 
leafcd at a hipli random, after depriving them of the meant 
of injuring him; but thefe four were not onb* imprifon«lj 
but their tftatts confifeated, and places given to perfons of 
approved adcdlion and fidelity. Though the feafpn wac fat 
advanced, he marched boldly td the relief of Gamberg. ,On 
his arrival he created a great number of nobility, the more 
flrongly to engage their afFe£lion, and draw forth their cou- 
Mge on fo important an occafion. As fbon as he perceived 
d his officers eager to engage, he gave the fignal, and led his 
y/’i? Tat- with fuch fury, that the Holjieiners and malcontents, 

landers unable to refift his impctuofity^ broke up the fiege and rc- 
defeeted. precipitately with great lofs. All their officers of dif- 

tir.dtion were killed or taken. John of Holftein was left dead 
(^tha field ; and his brother mcholaxy after lofing an eye, 
fpTf into the hands of the Damesy who were bringing him 
pnforte/ to the kirfg, when his bspther JJemy flew to his re- 
iicf, attacked the party, and procured his libert y. In ctJrl’fe- 
qucncc of this important vjtSlory,' all the garTiilJns ‘byQPirin|; 
to the princes in Fionhy furrendcred tc-the king, 5 hd he'im* 
mediately gave orders for razing Gamberg*xn \he ground, in 
order to reinforce his tirmy with the garrifon *. 

From hence he pafled into Zetiland, laden with plunder: 
and here he received advice from his emifTaries, that a great 
r.umber of the Holjhin nobility were invited to attend the 
lall obfequies of Brnnet Aldfcldt'^ wife, who died in Fton'ia. 
'I'hithcr he pafTed fo fccretiy and fuddenly, that he feized 
u;)on many perfons of the fiift rank, whom he carried prt- 
lo tiers into Zealand. '* 

This year was ufhered in with a ru’mour that the king 
1358. Siueden and duke of Mecklenburg were preparing to declare 
war againil VenmafE Though no certain advices had been 
received of their intentions, Valdemar ordered his army into 
the field, in the depth of winter. He alfo fent orders to all 
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j^egO^nors of towns and caftirs, to put the foitlfications 
^I’J^wfArrifon^in the bcft ftaic of defence. Next he reviewed 
troops at aiu^ augmented them coiifKlcrdbly, tak- 

wf^eve^ prccaVr^n t^t was necelTary to guard ag.rir.ft an 
' It is remh^able, however, that a ^.iiiurnc power 

like • (kouidSpot Ifave conBded more in a ilron^ 

flect,"~'9nd committed J^He care of her coafts to a well ap-* 
^ pointed n;wy; yet we he^r of no other naval preparations made 
on rV.j« o^afton, than taking up a few tranl'porrs, on board 
^ Jr^whicff he embarked a part of his army for Langland, Flerc 
he took the important fortrefs of Tranitar, and in a fliort 
time fubdued all the other places on the ifland that had 
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fovercignty. From hence he let fail with 
Je Heingavel ; but mod of his fleet being 
imperiled, and feparated hoin him in a thick fog, he rclin* 
^uilhed thc^defign. • 

"Strengthened before the fpring with frclh levies, he Valde 
again.put to fea, and attempted the redu«^ion of Alim, tnarV% 
liaiidburg had already furrcndcred, after a ficgeof three days j 
Sonderberg was likely to make but a faint reliftancc : in a 
word, the whole ifland muft have funk under the weight of 
bis vid^orious arm, had not RigUz dutchefs of SUfivuk taken 
th^ prudent rcfolution of fuing to her foverelgn for peace. 

She came in perfon to his majefly, who was fo charmed with 
her eloquence and addrefs, that he freely granted her all his 
conquefls in Alfen, on condition that flie would haibuur 
countenance none of his eneinjes, and that the duke her huf- 
bantTfliould come attended by no more than twenty fervants, 
\..q»daflav noJongo ihaji three tfeys at his court. 

VALDEfAARlh lib^liiy was certainly the caufe of the 
duke’s vifit a fiiort t'*ne after. That prince defired permif- 
fion to wait on his majefly, which was granted. 'He made 
feverai overtures for accommodating all their differences j 
but they were rejedled at the perfuafion of certain courtiers, 
who were violently prejudiced agaiiifl the duke. After his de* 
parturc the king fet fail for the ifland of Femeren^ where the 
inhabitants were well provided to receive him, having had 
fomc previous intimation of his defign. They endeavoured 
to oppofe his landing ; but were repuKed and forced to give 
way to fuperior force. •After loling a great number of their 
men in feverai fkirmiflies, they fubmitted to pay a tribute of 
four thoufand marks in fllver. On his rtimw Valicmar 
aiffcd Contributions on feverai cities of SUfwick, and laid wafle 
all the country round, that had refufed to comply with his 
dem^. Some of his fhips had orders to plunder the neigh- 
honillWl of which the feanien txccutcJ with great 
/r S 4 alacrity 
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alacrity and fucce^; but being detained in port by^irer^ 
winds, the p^fants alTeinbied and attacked thp crewi;^^l|il^ 
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great fury. Perceiving that all their endeavors were 
by the courage of the Danes^ they Ij^led f^yetal fmall 
with conibuftibles, which they fent livi\h i fair wind ifito A© 
middle of the icing’s fquadron. Tho^terror and dread of 
(fire efte£led what all the power of Jfftfmar could no; ■, for 
the feamcn Immediately threw down^cir arms, and fufFered 
themfelves to be condudled prifoners to the city, a.'d 
them their admiral 'JtrnJkegy the great favourite wf Valym 
dmar. 

7 'his expedition being ended the king pafied into Zrrr- 
land^ where be lived but a fhort time at his ea^fc. when adj^ice 
was received that the duke of Mecklenburg nVluic»ed to invade 
the ifland. The report was true } but the duke hearing that 
Valdemar was provided with a numerous fquadrohj and well- 
appointed garrifons, relinquifhcd his dcfign, and folicited the 
duke of Stetin to mediate a peace between him and his allies 
the princes of Holjiein and the king. Bornim of Stetin pn- 
dertook the bufinefs and fucceeded. He prevailed on Valdt- 
mar to come tp Stralfund, in order the more commodioufly 
to negotiate the peace. Here the parties met, each accom* 
panied by numerous trains of nobility, who greatly affided iti 
concluding thfiiir differences. It was ftipulated, that the king 
ibould henceforwsird live in peace with the allied princc% 
j who engaged a mutual friciidfliip among themfelves; and thai 
the priibneis onfall Tides fhould be fet at liberty. They like^ 
wife took under confideration'the difturbances of Jutland 
and it was agreed, that the mobility a^ oomm^^ns fh oul *: 
fend deputies to the king at Neobui^, to linifh '.hejTdmef- 
ences amicably. .. 

jyut at A PEACE being figned, and writs iffued for convoking th< 
Neoburg. majefty put to fea; but inffead of proceeding t< 

Neoburg be fleered for 'Zealand, contenting himfelf with fend 
ing his fon and certain fenators to treat with the Jutland de 
pjutiesat the diet, and referving to himfelf the ultimate decifioi 
of that affair. This induced the deputies to demand a faf 
condu^df to attend the king at Stagel ; but the terms on whic] 
the paffports w'cre granted, appeared fo infolent, and couche 
in words fo imperious, that nothing war concluded, and the 
departed more incenfed than ever againfl Valdemar. Sooi 
after, however, % truce was granted, and the negotiation re 
newed. * ! 

From Stagel the king went to Rofchild, where he expedlc 
to have met the king and queen of Sweden, to put tijy^'lai 
hand to the aWair oi^^Sfboncjt. On his arrival he fcufl.'tne 
5 
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Jbad^eht an apology* Magnus having always expreflcd great s 
flf^willingnefs to part with that province. * 

It was aUput this time that three of the Jutland nobility, TJla'ee Jut- 
kgsen of the 'Soft qu?iity, were afTaflinatcd on their return land no- 
The fufpiiian l'ay upon the king, as if it had been^/r/vra 4/- 
done by his ord^r j j'v.t was It never clearly proved, and many/ajpnatsd 
reaiurts concurred to itpnder it probable that this horrid action 
was committed by fotne; feerd: enemy to them, or at lead to 
thr ,hing^ who fell upon this method of rendering him odious. 

.V Ab«ut the beginning of the enfuing year, the brothers A. D. 
Bdrntrims and tVratiJlaus ohtiimtA the inveftiture of -Rugm * 359 * 
from the king, for which they did ^homage, promifing him 
likswife the^mpft conllant hdelity, and certain auxiliary 
troops' and fufit>urs againft all his enemies. This renders 
it probable, that Chrijiopher had not mortgaged the ifland of 
Rugen, blit only that part «f Pomerania called Pomerania^ 
Cijmarina. 

It was this year that queen Blanche prevailed on Magnus 
tq vifit ValeUmar at Copenhagen (A), the ifi'ue of which inter¬ 
view was the ceremony of betrothing the princefs Margaret^ N 
third daughter to Voldemar, to the king of Not'way. On this 
occafion the aflair of Schonen was again brought on the car- 
• pet; for this was one of the circumftances which produced 
a frcfli quarrel between Magnus and his fon Eric. The pre¬ 
text which they publifhed was in fad tocf trivial to occafion a 
war; for it appeared that Magnus complained of the inti« > 
bitants of Schonen^i exptefhng a Wronger a^itachment to their 
duke than to him, who was their king. In fad, this ap- Schonen 
,,.nrjoachin^rupUitraj|^as one great motive for his vifit to Den-given up 
mark, wifere he foIicGed ValdemaVs aAififlance againft his fon,^ Mag- 
promifing him in ilfurn the full reftitution of Helfmhurg andnus. 
Schonen. It was an overture whichcould notrefift; 
he had long panted after this province, and now found it 
voluntarily offered. Not to iofe the favourable minute, he 
palled (Uddenly with an army into Schonen, feized upon feve- 
rat fortrefies, and among other places made himfeif mafter 
of Solliczjhurg ; but provifions failing he returned ro ZcaionJ, 
carrying altmg with hini prifoner a nobleman of rank called 
Peter Doa. 


(A) Meurjitts is certainly mif- 
taken in giving this city the 
apieltation of Copenhagen at fo 
eaAy a period ; for at this time 
it^i^as called Haffnia, aud did 


not obtain the other name till 
many yeait after,, as we have 
remarked in the general account 
of Denmark. 
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reproaches of his people for tamely fitfFering a fair provinces 
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promifed matters with his (bn, and both ^reed to drive the 
Uanes out of Scbonenj which they foun*<) no difficult ta(k**in 
Val'lemari abfence. In the treaty be^een the father and 
. fon, Magnut not only revoked the promife he gaveS^o 

ot refpe Sling the reditution of Schone^ b^ut^" 

^'likewife renounced his alliance and the contratSt of mairiage 
made between^the Margaret and the king of Nor¬ 

way. Nay, they farther agreed to marry the Norwegian mo¬ 
narch to the prineefs Elizabeth, fifter to the dlnces of Hoijiein, 
It was added, that if king Magnus Ihould violate the coiadi 
tions of this trctity, his fubjc£tsShould be abfolvcd ifoin their 
allegiance. How'cvcr, the death of Eric, which intervened, 
wioiight a total alteration in thefe mcafures. 

In the mt-an ti.ne a variety of crofs circumdances concur^ 
red to pievent A'ir/i'/r;/2^r’s return to Sihonen. The alTaffina- 
tion of the three deputies made a great noife; the fufpicion 
lay upon him : it rendered his character defpicablc, and he 
found it abfolut^ly necciliiry to vindicate his innocence, ant^ 
bting the whole affair to light. His enemies were already 
numerous among his own (uhjc<Sls, and this greatly aug- 
V'‘aldeinar ».eflted the number of dil'uffcfted in futland. His firft ftep 
Purgfs ^as to affitm pubWely, on oath,^before Canute, fon to one 
bimMf by of murdered deputies, that the crime was committed with- 
mih of an his er Jers, cor.fent, and ki^wledg^^/fle next vow^ ^ 
utcujaiion yfc all po.ffible endca-^ours-tv'difcovii^. the crimi&ils, and"* 
treat them with all the rigour that neared majefty, as 
well as the heinoufnefs of the offence, reqaired or would al¬ 
low. Duke Chrijhphcr likewife engaged to regard Canute 
as his brother, and every poffible means was ufed to oblite¬ 
rate his refentment, and remove all fufpicion from the king. 
Gained over by thefe affurances, Canute promifed, on his 
parr, to ufe all his endeavours to bring the nobility and 
people of Jutland to a right fenle of their duty and obedience 
to the kii^. . « 

VALDEMAR found it more difficult toperfuade the father 
of Uffon Stigot, another of the aifiiffinatcd deputies, of his 
innocence. This nobleman had other caufes of di(l'ontet;t, 
and ufed this pretext to purfue the didlates of his refentmeilt, 
and fpirit up the Jutlanders to revolt. Finding him inexoVr 
able, the king took different meafures. He conftfeated t 
aiatc inZtahndi and liinexed it to the crown, redu^ % ^ 
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the necdfity ^ living npon the fmall fortune he • 
in Juthmd. ^ ^ 

i Thus begun 4 he troubles in Jutland^ which diverted 
. 2 ^g from purftting tw conqueft of Schtnen, Under pre- 
' *JW:e o^^ public fcfl 4 wsV^he Jutlanders covered fecrct con- J**“®®“* 
ivrences they held wnh feverai neighbouring princes, whom 
they erigagedoto fupport^cm-: among thefe were the piinceS* 
of Holjiein and the dukepf Mecklenburg, The latter equip, 
ped ^•fqudfdron, embarked fome land forces, and failed for 


f Fionia^n which he made a defeent. His fuccefs was equal 
to* tlie terror which fo fudden an invaGon occafioned; for af- 
^tcr taking a number of towns, and ruining almoft all the 
vilTltggs, he ^»^ed accompanied by a variety of prifoners 
of dmmSlionfw^m he kept as hoGages to fccure the fub- 
mklinn of the inhabitants. 


Nor wJk Jutland in moroi tranquility. The king and 
many of the inhabitants were difpofed to pacific mcafures; 
but a number of courtiers reprefented to his majefty, that it 
wopld redound more to his glory if he reduced the malcon¬ 
tents by force of arms : belides, this was the IcaG punifli* 
ment the nature of their oGence merited. • On the other 
hand, there were not wanting a nuntber of feditious perfons 
ill ^utland^ who reprefented to the people their deplorable 
fituation, exaggerated every falfe meul'ure of the court, and 
encouraged them to hazard all rather than furrender their 
liberties. ' 


In this manner it was that both fidos weae determined to 
decide their differences by thd fword. Valdemar detached be- 
fori^ him a.body of'-itrqcjps, who without waiting for a rein¬ 
forcement bfgan the iirjfb of R^den^i)^ huk^it was not long 
before they fufferad *'1^ reward of their temerity. The be- 
fieged made fo brifk a fally, that after great flaughter they 
put the whole body of Danes to flight: however, as they 
were foon joined by a frefh fupply ot troops from the king, 
they found themfelves in a condition to attempt feverai other 
fortrefles, fome of which they carried fword in hand. 

This was the ifl'ue of the Jutland expedition, the ill 
fuccefs of which it pleafed Providence to augment by 
other un«xpeded misfortunes. Peter JemJkegy made prifoner 
by the inhabitants of IKfmar, had indeed recovered his liberty, 
to thereat joy of Paldemor ; a circumflance which the king 
valudlabove the conqueft of the whole province. He was 
trulyTan experienced oflicer and faithful fubje^, and his 
maj^y much wanted the good offices of fuch a fervant, as 
i)^^£volts every d^ appeared in different quarters of his do- 
mmtW; but Calf Aland, governor of H/ptn, had furrendered 
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^ that city to the princes of Holjitiny r^;:eiving from thei^ the^ 
; price of his fidelity, the invefiiture of two ^vernments;^ 
McH-eover, the inhabitants no foon^r perceived the 
troops embarked for Zealand, thai^cy drove his garriCt^^ 
out of the towns he pofieffcd. To fubjoined 2notl^* 

misfortune j his fleet was overtaken in/- in which one 

4)f the (hips with her whole crew periined. 

VALDEMAR, on his return to Zealand, fays Pontanus, 
created his fon Chrijiopher, duke of l,aalaiM *: hti re jt ap¬ 
pears that the king made this expedition in perfon, ti]^(.'^h nau( 
hiftorian directly affirms it. The young prince, on talLihg 
pofleffion of his new dignity, conferred feveral privileges on*' 
the clergy, the better to gain their affedtions, the ftroir^/lt 
tye by which he could bind the inclinatiiJtl'^r*^ th~ f^oplc. 

^ , After this he accompanied his father, who palled with a^pow 
ei^ers^^^ erful army to Schonen, with a rffolution to eSted: tb: final con- 
Sdionen ® meafure that mull appear extraor¬ 

dinary, if we refledl on the fituation in which he left Jut¬ 
land. HeIJinburg was clolely bcficgcd, and the attack pulhed 
with fuch vigour, that Magnus, who came to its relief, de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, embraced that opportunity of reconciling 
himfclf to yaldemar. He offered not only to put him in pof- 
feflion of Heijjtnburg, but to reltore the reft of the provinsc^ 
on condition that the ancient treaty fhould be renewed; that 
the two crowns Ihoatd mutually alfiff each other upon all occa- 
•fions; and that the contrail between the princefs Margaret 
and the king of -ilVarwjy fltould again be figncd. His propo- 
fals were accepted ; and both parties having confirmed^ the 
agreement by oath, raldemar made hisjji^blic entry into licl- 
finburg, and recf^iu^dft,.',.. the inhau Cants. He 

next proceeded to reduce all the towns .’^^1 caftles in polTeflion 
of the nobility of the province, who reiufed to acknowledge 
his fovereignty i and at length fuccccdcd by threats, promifcs, 
and force. 

This expedition was followed by a peace. The duke of 
Mecklenburg, and cities of Pomerania, made peace feparately 
with Valdemar, to tvhich all who had any differences with 
the king, were invited to accede. Erland Calff accepted the 
invitation, made his peace with the king, and broyght over 
with him not only the town of Ripen, hut the two prefeiflures 
given him by the princes of Holjhin \ upon which th^^ king 
pleafantly obferved, that the furnamc Calff ibould ntfv be 
given to the prince of Ihljiein, lor fuff'ering himfclf to be 
thus outwitted. He likcvvtfe told the perfon who firft brJit^hc 
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me news, *< Af, nv caif was ftrayed, but my (9W Is re- 
^ turned, and that cow'has produced two calves j” a joke, 
'^at is wholly loft in ihe trandation, and indeed but very 
-£^iftercnt in the origin^. 

^rr v9as fpccihed ii?^VTQng’s writs that jhis diet was to 
mec? at Neobutg .* hovv it c^dne to be tranflated to CalUnburgy 
wekiiuwnot} but here*tbe\ng met the dukes of Laaland* 
S/efwieky smd the deputies ot Holjiein. It was unanimoully 
deternain'^ j, that the laws and conftttutuons of the realm, as 
iHodcl^^u by Voldemar II. fliould be reftoicd to their former 
vrgour. I'hat the duke of Ciefudek, his children, heirs, and 
'^fi^ecls, (hould enjoy the fame rights and privileges as their 
am^^rs. T^^t the rights of the clergy (hould be put on the 
^ antiei^^SfiSg, ^»d preferved in their Tull extent. That the 
^'•”4 bifliops fliould be obliged to fubferibe to thefe articles, 
in order td be entitled to the. benefit of the laws. That 
all the fubjedls of Denmark^ prote<^ed by her laws, (hould 
fubferibe to fupport them. That the knights, gentlemen, 
bu|;ghers, and peafants, (hould be maintained in all their privi¬ 
leges. That the diet of theftates, which, according to law, 
ought to be held at Neoburg, (hould, for thenhree following 
years, be held at Callenburg } after which time it (hould be 
tr<?nflated to Neeburg, Laftly, that whoever (ho^ld prefume to 
a6I otherwife than he is dircAcd by the laws, (hould be punifh- 
cd with their utmoft rigour, and fuffer all' the penalties ex- 
prefled in them. '' 

It was Toon after this di^t, that his majefly was pleafed 
lb exempt the citizens of Lunden and Malmogen, from all du¬ 
ties. and impofts in all .{he port* of Denmark. After this he 
endeavoured, with gain the intirc 

pofTeffion of Schonen 'j,m Bleking. He had reftored to him the 
original contract with the earl of Wagria, and the aft whereby 
the inhabitants put themfelves under the Swedijh govern¬ 
ment 

On the other hand the Swedes, murmured at their king's 
proceedings, and the facility with which he furrendered fofine 
a province. In derifion they gave him the furname o^Smeek, 
becaufe he laid himfelf fo open to the fmooth adulation 
of Valdttnar, who knew how to make his advantage of this 
dirpofltion. It muft ie owned, that inftances of fuch mode- 
ration^are uncommon. Princes are generally moll tenacious 
of nMeffions they have unjtiftly ulurped, 'Ad few there are 
but Ivouid chufe rather to extend ihvir dominions than their 
relation, as all their virtues are weighed in the fcale of 
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power. Magnus did no more thaiwrid juftice requireci; aA? 
were the Swedijh hiftorians impartial, they Would have eit- 
claimed with lefs violence againi| the ea(y temper of 
king. When flrfl; he promiCed reiqtution of Schmetiy 
to engage the alliance of his fon ; and vffien 

he performedT his proihifc, it v^as onfy furrendering volunta- 
rily what he found he could n^yi maintain by arms.. Thus, 
on whatever ftde we view the tranfadlion^ the refiitution of 
Schonen Teemed to be neccHary, and it certain!^ equi¬ 
table. q. ' ' 

Notv/ithstandino the harmony between Valden.ttr and 
Magnus, it was not long before the two kingdoms came tpi' 
Rupture rupture. Magnus had refolved to punifli his fiibjeds ^a^rai- 
fing his fon Eric to the throne ; and likewMW’ lU out of 
their power again to divide the fovereign authority. For 
purpofe he Hudied to render^ himfelt abrolute, by aboliihine 
the fenatc. His fubjcv^s, jealous of their liberties, watched 
all his motions, and prepared to Tap his projects ; particularly 
the inhabitants of the iflands of Gothland and Oeland, who, 
puffed up with riches, defpired the empty title of king. In 
' this perplexity Magnus engaged his ally, the king of Denmark^ 

to take arms to ebaftife his infolent fubje^ls. This was the 
real caufe of the rupture, which made Sweden, for a numb^ of 
}ears, the theatre of blood, tumult, and all the horrors of a 
domeflic and foreign war ; though fome writers fcruple not to 
^jtffirm, it had its birth from delaying the marriage between 
the princefs Ai^rgarct and the king of Norway. 

VALDEMAR begun his opC.ations by ravaging the ifte <»f 
Oeland, where he cut in piece^s fifteen hundred of the inhabn 
tants who oppoft^hj;; V made a d«vcent on the 

iiland of Gethlund, and eng^gbd the .4 finy in three different 
Rattles, which cod them the lives t>f near two thoufaud 
men. Thefc advantages having rendered him mader of the 
open country, he approached the fortified towns, and particu¬ 
larly JViJhy, capital of the iiland, with intention to inved it •, 
hut the inhabitants, intimidated by the prefcnce of an army, 
dufhed with repeated victory, opened their gates, and offered 
honourable propofals. Valdemar giving no ear to them, or- 
Wiibv ^ P^rt of the walls to be demolifhed, made his^rmy en- 

plundered. breach, pillaged the immenfeevealth of the city, and 

embarked with the richeft booty, that had for many yed^s been 
brought into Deipmark. One of his diips, laden with^gold 
and filver ved'cls, and all the rich ornaments of the cath^drafv 
was diipwrecked on the ifland of Carlfen. Pontanus rei^tesi, 
that before f'a.Vt-nwr’s departure, from Wijhy, he entered uitp 
> nn alliancjwith tbe^ iq ubitaots, whom he confirined,iB ^ 

Ibeiq 



y 


\ 


*Tht Denmark. 

V^ei|\T>rtvI!egcs; bfit this probably related to another voyage 
which he imde thither^ Among other immunities he grant¬ 
ed them the fame fre^om of trade in his ports as the fub- 
jc^s of Denmark, fuflFf4in2 them like wife to coin money* a 
“j^ivilfrgc wbjch had h!^*;t\.<^ifld them by their natural fove- 
reVns. ^ -> 

As fome bf the merch:^>ts of thofe maritime towns, which hanfe 
now began to take the appeP^tion of hmft, had been treated 
with the .^ame rigour as the citizens of IVifiy, they determined dart •war 
to fetl^ iheir revenge. Their firft ftep was to feize upon all on Valdc- 
the D^nijh (hips in their ports, and to confifeate the effects of mar. 
the Danijh merchants; after which they declared open war 
Voon the kings. Such was their policy, that they drew into 
the!' of Mriofly, the dukes of Mecklenburg 

and Hoyletn, with feveral other princes, to whom they gave 
tlft^omrqand of their fquadrons. The regency of Lubcc 
armed a fquadron at its own ekpence, of which IPltUn> 
burg their conful was appointed admiral. 

Matters being thus difpofed, the allies put to fea, at¬ 
tacked Haffnia, took the citadel, and plundered the city. 

Thence they fteered for Helfmburg, which they befieged with 
' great vigour; but while the land-forces wire employed in 
carding on their approaches, VaUUmar attacked the fquadron 
Vt' jMbec, took fix Ihips, burnt feveral others, -and forced the 
enemy to raife the fiegc. Crantzius allcdges, that the Danijh 
fleet was commanded by Chrifiepher, who* received a wound 
in the engagement, while the king his father put himfclf at ‘ 

the head of a numerous land,iarmy (A). Tde regency of Lu- .. 

were lb incenfed at this defeat, that, accufing the admiral lyCz, 
of ncgled of duty, thev ordc^d his head to be Ifruck off. 

- HENRY of his troops 

fuflained before HelftXburg, laid ficge to Wardenhurg ; but with 
no better fuccefs; for the garrifon made fo furious a.fally, that 
he was compelled to break up the fiege, with prodigious lofs. 

This be did on condition that the governor would fet his pri- 
foners at liberty; but receiving a reinforcement, he broke the 
capitulation, returned to the fiege, and pufhed it with re¬ 
doubled vigour. His condudl irritated the governor fo much, 

that he determined on his revenge. Feigning that he wa., 

. • 

(A) To the confeqhence of writer takes any notice of hii 
this j^und Crantzius aferibes wound; and all affirm, tb.at he 
the (Jrath of Chriftopher, which died two yesA-s aftea at Haffnra^ 
hap^ned according to him of an ardent fever (i). 
abo^ this time : yet no Danijh 
. (i) Meurj, I, iv, /, viii, 
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j reduced to the laft extreOitty, he defied didce, iwould^ 

( fome officers, into whofe hands he might put the keys of the ^ 
town he could no longer defend, menry^ falling into the • 
fnare, fent feveral of his principal offers, whom the go^e|-^ 
nor committed to prifon, after h'Jtf eg fldl delivered tb(: keys 
to them, to avoid forfeiting his vw^-d. wung \v>h the fevc- 
rity of this rebuke of his own p.riidy, Henry broke up the 
ficge a fecond time, and retired. 

Peace con- Not long after peace was concluded ; but we neither 
eluded. informed of the circumAances nor conditions. VVritL-s only 
relate, that the king of Denmark^ the duke of Alecklctiikffrg^ 
and his tiuce fons, Henry^ Alberty and Magnm^ had an inter¬ 
view ; at which the king undertook to pay a thoufand m^iV'S 
in lilver, which he had promifed for the portin'Ov' Iwir/ttUgh- 
ter Ingeburga ; to reftore the ifle of hornholm to the arches 
bilhop of Lunden^ on condition that thi: prelate wiuld enter 
into no engagements contrary to the iiucrei'l of the crown, 
and would put the iiland and all its rortrefi'es into the hands 
/ of VaUemar^ or his fucccllbrs, whenever it ffiould be thought 
convenient for the fccurity of Dcnmatk •*. 

About the fame time a treaty was concluded between the 
king and the hanfe-towns ; to wit, Lubec^ Stralfundy Grip/* 
wald^ and Hamburg. Others fay it was otdy a truce, where¬ 
by the prifonefs on each fide wejc fet at liberty, and the mer¬ 
chants of either pa^ty allowed mutually to trade for a certain 
.tM'm of years, without molcUation. 

^bekingof lecr^. that the king of henvoy was contracled to 

Norway princefs Margaret ; yet to oldigc the Swedijh nation, w^a 
breakthii infilled on his renouncing the alliance wj'h Dinmml^ hecon- 
engage- femed to demand Elizuseth of HoU 

mentj to Jlein. Every cK^umltance feemed to the conclu- 

theprincefiPxoxi of this alliance, as both the Sweden and Iloljleiners were 
Margaret, eqiijilly defirous of it. Already Hormany the Swedijh ambaf- 
fador, had efpoufed the princefs in the name of his mailer. 
She had been publicly declared the wife of Hacquin^ and fa- 
luted queen of Norway. She was now embarked on the 
Trove to pafs over to Sweden ; but heaven difpofed events 
orherwifo, and prevented the elle(5ls of ail thefe laboured in¬ 
trigues. A violent llorm drove the fhip on the coaft^of Den¬ 
mark: Voldemar recei%'ed the princefs ^ith all the honours 
due to her rank; but ilill he kept her under a gent) ;con- 
(Iraint, until thttinuptials of his daughter Margot tt the 
king of Sweden were celebrated, which happen^ on tb^firik 
Sunday after Rogatien-dayy in thf year 1365 ' 6 . W 
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- Wiff»»y'^T>enmarfc. 

Of confauent on this tranfa£iion was lOter- 
• ' rupted by the death of Cfni^spber-, and his motiier the queen, 
7x>th^po({efi«d of the afFeUicins of the people i and the former 
•iii^;frinc<^of great and promii^g expe(^ation. 

T^warim the end of tiis year a treaty wae concluded be¬ 
tween Denmmk and the^citi'ts of Fandalia^ the particulars oj 
which arc not very material teethe defign of our hillory. Fo¬ 
reign authors likewife take notice of a journey to GVjr;?/which 
P^aldcmctr^*^tforpa^i this year, though we are not t^^ld w»hat 
wgrt^^ motives. Here, it is faid, he was met by Lufi^ian 
king oi Cyprus^ who came to foiicit his aid againH (iie ^ra~ 
It li. remarkable that no Danijh hiilorian takes any no¬ 
tice vf this CMcumftance, though they all relate an interview 
had '\he following year with the emperor Charles IV. at 

Karl y^'i of dying^his year, Valdemar concluded 

a treaty with his k\t\ Adolybusy to'whom he ceded-the idand 
Femererty on the fame conditions his father had held it. A few 
claij^es however were added, prohibiting Adslpb7ts from inter¬ 
fering ih the difpute between Denmarky Holjhiriy Sweden^ 
and Norway, about the marriage of the prirfeefs Margaret. 
It was likewife fubjoined, that the king fhould adt in quality 
of dmpirc, fhould any differences arife betweenathe dukes of 
Saxony, Mecklenburg, Stetin, and bifhop Canute, who, in their 
turn, fhould decide any future difputes between the king and 
the earl. 


/ 
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This treaty was fucceeded J?y a renewal of the truce with Refolution 
the kities of Fandalia ; for thefe cities being in league with of the 
*. the hanfe-tovjgs of GrrCTopy,. *:!5f.mplain6d,^likc them, of iht hanfi-eities 
viblcnce committed on tV dSiWijby. They to declare 

alfo fent deputies tb tidl general allembly held by thefe towns on 
at Cologne, to provide for the fecurity of their commerce. Valdemar, 
The final determination of this aflembly, at which the depu¬ 
ties of above eighty cities attended, was to declare war upon 
Denmark. At hrft Faldemar defpiA:d fuch enemies, imagin¬ 
ing he had nothing to fear from the confederacy of fo many 
cities removed at fo great a diftance from each other, and 
fwayed by particular and contrary intereils; yet the event pre¬ 
vented hjrtemaining long in his error, and proved to what a 
height OB power induilr^ and commerce are capable of railing 
the infignificant corporations. The formidable fleet 
they efuipped at Campm, and the flrong fquSdron Acted out 
at the Jame time by the Vandal cities, evinced him of the dan¬ 
ger tbn impended, opened his eyes to their flrengtb, and in¬ 
duced him to apply to the duke of Stetin to negotiate a peace, 
and make the firit overtures, * | 
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S ldrmar B/IRNJA'Ts endeavours were rto^ fruitlcis.;- *He 

[.'«/ matters with fuch addrefs, that a (|mcc was concluded with* 
feaet. the cities of Lubec^ Rojiock^ IVifnAr^ Stralfund, Gripjkvalft, 
Colberg^ Stetirit Anclam^ and beginning with the rtejfrf^ 
St. 'John this year, and continui^lbr thefpace three jears; 
/luring which time the merchayes qn each fufj fhould trade 
freely ; purfue the herring ' nd other fiflieries ; cultivate 
every branch of commerce as ufual on the high feas, and in 
each other’s ports ; mutually fend judges to to de¬ 

cide all differences which (hould happen to arife betwcc;ti the 
fub]e£f$ of each, excepting capital crimes. It was lucewife 
ftipulated, that the prifoners on both Tides (hould be ie| at 
liberty; and that if any of the cities included M;^jly,V„TUCc, 
ihould in the mean time take part with the enemies of Den-'^ 
mark^ the reft ihould fend the ffipulated fuccours to thrLrTjg; 
otherwife the truce (hould be void, and this contradt of no cT> 
fedt. A number of princes were named as guaranties of this 
truce, all of whom folcmnly fcaled it, (wearing to the obfer- 
vance of the feveral articles. 

Du Rir^G this negotiation it was that Valdemar went to 
Prague^ whither the emperor invited him, to honour by his 
prcfencc his nuptials with Elizabeth, daughter to the duke of 
Pomerania ‘ While he refided at this court, the irruption 
of the Bavatians into Nuremberg and StirtUy furniihed him 
with an opportunity of performing (ignal fervices to the cm- 
piic; in acknowledgment of which CVw/« ordered the Turn 
of Tixteen thouland (ilver marki^ to be paid to the king of Den~ 
marh, and the ufual tribute levied on the city of Lubec., be 
mortgaged to huj^ ur»jl y ^eAOfftc^gte paymeRj^.of the abov<» 
fum. 'I'hiSf^.boeeu, was Ho hidre'wjran a confirmation of a 
deed made by Eric of Saxony fourteen’yeab before, when he 
received the inveftiturc of Brandenburg from his brother. 

A. D. PALDEMARh firft buftnefs, on returning from Germany^ 

1365. was to ratify the truce concluded with the Pandal cities by the 
mediation of the duke of Stetin. But as the truce finally de¬ 
termined nothing, and the parties were at liberty to recom¬ 
mence hoiiilities at the end of three years, it was refolved to 
convert it into a folid and durable peace, which was done 
without lofs of time. 

Magnus PALDE mar's abfcncc proved fatal to Magnus; /or while 

^Swedenwas amufin|t himfelf at the emperor’s court, thtsSwediJh 
depoftd. monarch' loft his crown; the people having eledediin his 
room Alhei'ty fecond fon to the duke of Mecklenburg.^ a^^d ne¬ 
phew to Ma^uSf in prejudice of the rights of in of 
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of Denmark. 

taOk elder brother of A^ert, Megnuft 
however* was dill ackrliwledged king in a part of his doini> 

*iiio^ : fev^ral lords of (he fird quality followed his fortune^ 
ne^refolved to make vigorous eiForts for the recovery of his 
throne. 'W^ih this view folicited fuccoui* from f'aldenmr, Valdemaf 
and*bis fan Miacquin king i / Noytvfjy. The former font hiq» 
a body of auxiliaiies, and t).^ latter marched at the head of Magnus* 
an army to his father’s aiSdance. Alagnus took the held, 
gave ba^le, was defeated, and condudFed prilbner to StaJ^- 

he was confined for the fpade of feven years, and ' 
at length delivered by his fon llacquin. 

ALBERT^ dreading left /'oWrwrtr Ihould cn^ge as aprin- 
cipt'. in this quarrel, and join his forces to Hocquin*& to procure 
the oiu‘ k.ing'i liberty, fet every engine at work to cftci!ft a peace 

the two crowns. He prjopofed, with the confent of Vajdemar 
the renate,*to yield in perpetuity to Valdamar the illand 
Gothlandy with ihe city of U'ijhy'y f'ermidiriy Jf'uidovifty Afar- 
atiy the fortrels of Elbttrgy a moiety of HAfmgiay with the 
terj;itory of Hetfinburgy excepting only La.Lkhus, This cef 
fion was made on condition that I'kuU.K’.ar would \c:x\'c Aihcrt atarteo!^- 
in the quiet pofleffion of the crown, and renounce a’l prcien- pe„ct, 
iions to the dutchy of AfedUnburgy the county of Schwerirty A. D. 
Irffl the lordlhip of Ro/iocky which were to renj^in whole and 1366. 
intire, unalienably in the family of Mecklenburg. By the fame 
treaty king Albert^ the duke his father, an^ his brothers, con- 
feiued that the fonrefs of IVardberg fhould infeparably be an¬ 
nexed to the crown of Denmark, and the pr^ince of Holland, 
preaniiing never to give the Uanei any difturbance on that ac¬ 
count. Tlyy bcfidcs obliged Ihemfcjiics not to fet Magnus at 
iiberty, until he had ra-^ifetf %>VAU iiWy '*^'(£rc contracted ; 
nor to make peac£ w 2 ^ Hacquin until he acceded to the grants 
fpecified in the above treaty, and gave fecurity tor performing 
his agreement. Albert moreover bound himfelf, both in his 
own and in the feiiace and people of Sweden^i name, to remain 
in perpetual amity with Faldemar and his heirs, fubmitting all 
differences, which in courfe of time might arife, to the arbi<> 
tration of a certain number of the nobility of both kingdoms. 

Thus we fee like a true politician, profiting by thtf 

misfory^ of a neighbouring king, the injuries done to his 
Ton-in Jaw, and the Violences committed againft faith, the 
laws jn nature and of nations# For the addition of fome in- 
coniuerable territories to his dominions, ift falfified lUs en* 
gagments to Adagmu^ relinquifbed the rights of his fbn-in« 

Javq^ contraded a ftrid friendfliip with an ufurper, and coun¬ 
tenanced a whole nation in the horrid crime of rebellion: but 
whar wdi not ambiuon, and the luft 6f lower, e^^! 
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^5 D." In confequence of this treaty, Bminark pz&d the ^!ow^ 
13^7. iog year in profound tranquillity. (Meithcr the people notf 
neighbouring ftates murmured, ana Valdmar refignec^/ his* 
whole attention to the regulation of domcilic afFair;i. 
this calm was of no long duratip(. In the ye'r 16681^ the 
landers revolted, an^ fcduced a gre it part of the 

Ihr Tow- intcreft. This w/fuld, however, have given V«U 

<iemarh\xx.X\Xi\c trouble, had not the princes q\ Uolftehy in 
lianas, manner, taken up arms in behalf of thr; rebels. 

Their example was followed by the Vandal cities, a;id«^g,fc!f- 
midablc league formed, before Voldemar was fcarcc appriz^ 
of the infurrcction. I'hey had mutually contracted to affyu 
the duke of Slefwick all manner of afliitance, a gd, jlu ffinone 
of the powers fhould make peace with Denmark, but by the.i( 
joint confent of all. Jn the next place, the princes 
Jh'in engaged to the duke of bhfivick to labour with all their 
power to rc-cftab!ifti the nobility of Jutland in all the privi¬ 
leges which they ever enjoyed, and to maintain in full force 
the laws pafled by Valdcmarll. 

/Ifwmid- Insensibly all the enemies of Valdemar acceded to thi* 
able league treaty. The old duke of Mecklenburg, and his fons Henry 
againji and Magnus, under pretence of fcveral infractions of the late 
Denmark, treaty, formed a league oftenfive and defenfive with the pouters 
already named, on the fame conditions we have mentioned, 
promiiing likewilo to draw Albert king of Sweden into the al- 
iiancc. In eifedt, that prince readily embraced their pro- 
pofals; and it was (tipulated, that the conquefls which might 
be made in courfe of the war, fhould be divided in the mah- 
A. D. following : Kij^cr AJ h e^ jXM t o la'jflefs all thq conqueits in 
• 3 ^ 9 * Schonen, and ivtnland, and the ifland of 

Faljlre, were deflined to the duke of M'ecklenburg. Jutland, 
Fionia, and hangland, were to be divided between the princes 
of HAjlein, with this provifo, that they fhould make no change 
in the laws and cuiloms of the people. I'o fuch excefs had 
thefe princes and cities carried their perfidy, as to renounce 
the oaths they had fo lately taken to preferve perpetual amity 
with Denmark ; and fuch was ValdemaVs reward for that un- 
natursU treaty he had formed with Albert, 

For the more certain execution of their projed, tie allies 
concluded a treaty of peace with Hartwick of Rcrviidfdurp, 
whereby they granted him free leave to trade wherc^^^ he 
thought fit'', provided he would obftruCl none of the con^uefts 
they meditated. The treaty being figned, each prepaij^d to 
ad his part. The Vandal cities infefiied ValdemaV% 
with a confiderable fleet. King Albert entered Sebmen with 
an army, and reduce i Itjled, Fal/lerbo, Scanory and fomi ot^r 
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• |Qkul. The primm of alKlled by the Jutland nobi* 

attacked the king*starrifons in North Jutland. 

• the fight of a lea^e fo formidable; yaldemar*s courage Valde- 
■Mll^prefence of mind forfook him. Finding himfelf unable to mar'i eou^ 
refuij'uch a^oud of cncm^H, he determined«to abandon 
and make a j^rney to under pretence of a vow he \\^^hm,aHd 

taken. He flattered himfelf, that his abfence would abate the he jliti the 
fury of his enemies; and that his fenate, on which he con- hiffgdom. 
ferred fulji powers to tranfaiSt a peace on any terms, would find 
mpa^syo accommodate matters. His refoiution was weak and 
pufiiy lumous; but it anfwered his expedlations. Hemming 
J^'bJhcreJh^ grand marechal of Denmark, engaged the Vandal 
cities- !o (end deputies to Stralftmd, to deliberate, in copjuiic- 
i^on wiiti'ccrtain Danijh noblemen, on the means of ending a 
ddtV.siitive war, to their mutual advantage. A treaty of peace A. D. 
was'accortJiflgly concluded, ontondition that tht Vandal ci- i3;o. 
ties fhould, for the term of fifteen years, hold the towns of 
Heljinhmg, MtlrnGgen, ^canor, and Faljhrlo, but that the 
fubj^ds of Denmark {t\Qu\*l have free liberty of trade into thefe 
ports during this peri<'d. This treaty the Danijh deputies en¬ 
gaged to have ratified by the king within the fpace of fix 
months. 

*VALDEMAR in the mean time refided at the emperor’s 
court. Here he fiopt in his way to Rome, and fo pathetically 
reprefented to his imperial majefiy the dcplo*rable condition to 
which he was*reduccd by the revolt of his fubjeds, and the 
powerful league formed agaiq/l him, that thT^ prince, moved 
with his diftrefs, wrote to his uncles the margraves of Mij'nia, 
the duke of Sf^in, and Addphus of HoHlein^ to arm all their 
forces in his defence, an'^iOilii:i^AnU*i 1 ilni*V>«i*^'' 4 ?y all poflible 
means in reducing^is^bellious fubjeds. 

Whether ValdemaVs fears had quite blinded'’his under- 
ftandin^ or whether he placed but little confidence in ihefe 
fuccours, or, lafily, whether he chofc to unite policy with 
force, certain it is that he purfued his intention of engaging 
the pope’s interefi. For this purpofe be fent an ambafly, 
laden with rich prefents, to Gregory XI. befeeching him to 
interpofe his authority to quiet the diflurbances in his domi¬ 
nions. laid afide the thoughts of going in perfon thither, 
and be (ion had reafotAo congratulate himfelf on this rcfolu- .. 
tion i w his amballadors found this father of the faithful but 
little mfpofed to ads of compaflion. In a wflird, Gregory 
fufed tft intermeddle, under pretence of being able to form no^/ in* 
judg^nt from the relation of only one party. He ^^^^/(ermeddle * 
however, to give bis opinion as focn as he (bould be ac- 

T 3 quaintedy-^v; 
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' qtnlntcil with what the king*s rut^e6^i and the uni^ 

^ bad 10 advance in their own vindicaticn. 

'Fhe futland nobility were no fooner informed 
pope's antwer, than they dilpatchc^ pro|)cr perfons to »plaj|feK 
the nature of their grievances^ an^ the motives their ^on- 
tfiici, both to the emperor and his, holinefs. * They com¬ 
plained to the pope of the heavy taxes which he obitinately 
irnpofed on all his fubjeets, and of the frequent wans which 
his turbulent difpofuion drew upon him with the neighbouring 
fVates. In ftiort, the deputies found means to make th&pope 
comprehend the full weight of their reafoning, in confeqaence 
of which hexwrote to VaUemary exhorting him to alter b«^ 
turbuleccc into tranquillity, and violence into ££ntle,jnea- 
furcs, threatening to excommunicate him if he did not imme-^ 
diutcly obey, 'i'hc king was naturally paflionate, and»<oo 
lively to contain his temper wKhln the bounds of moderation. 
Without a moment’s reflecHon he fat down, and aniweied the 
pope’s letter in the following terms : 

Valde- * VJtLDEMARy king, fff c. to the pope of Rome^ fends hea, 1 th. 
ri.ar’j fpi- * Our litc we owe to God, our kingdom to our lubjciSts ; our 
tited an- * wealth we inherit from our parents, and our faith from your 
fvDcr tatbe ‘ anceftois, which we return to you by thefe picfcnts, ihouid 
♦ you think il.e obligation too confidcrable.* * ‘ 

An anfwer that is related of VoldanarY, and more fuitahle 
to the greatnefs of his foul (A). Imperious and difrcfpci^tful 
ns it was, it did not furprife his holincis. He knew that Vaide- 
mar had received his education •at the court of the emperor 
LrjjtSy who was eternally involved in difputcs with the Holy 
See. He was welk.ar^tpa it^ ed w it]a..the haughiimers and im- . 
petuofity of th^^lutTg's oTlpomSflfi*: ‘it was therefore judged 
not advileable to employ his fpiritual th^-iidcr againft a prince, 
who refpedted his authority fo little, that its terror, founded 
in fuperftitious reverence, would be loft. Yet was Voldemar 
bigotted in a high degree : we have fecn him make unfeafon- 
able pilgrimages and expeditions from motives of religion; 
but his piety was by hts, and, like all his other pafSons, vio¬ 
lent. Lately he had been immerfed in a fea of politics and 
Intrigue, which afforded no leifure for devotion; and his re¬ 
lied for the head of the church vaniihed with bisYtkgion. 

(A) Saxe Grnmm/itTcus relates third’s reign, centuries ^ter his 
the fame ‘ftory of yaUkmar I. death } Penianus mentions it iqi 
and it is probably true of him both reigns, without taking no- 
ceily; for how (hoiild the hiiio* tice of the repetition; be 
1 ian come to the knowledge of is copied by Mearfas and other 
what happened in VtAde’nar the writers. 

' 
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TbeJSiftory^sf Denmark. 

E peace which theteand marefchal concluded with the 
'cities, was a decide tdow to the league. It was no 


cuics, was a vujyi iv mic league. was no 

foa!i|A*|ierceived that they detached themtclves from the alii' 
than the rclt of the parties diftrufling each other, and 
pwifeps’intinwdated by the emperor's menaces^ left Dtnmark 
in tranquillit^ and yaldemaP leave to return. Immediately 
he conhrmed the treaty Rt Stral/unJy and procured an inftru- 
ment from |he hanfe-towns, whereby they promit'ed rettiiution 
of the.placcs put into their hands for the term of fifteen years. 
Thus e«^cd this formidable war, which had driven Faldemer 
from* mis own dominion;^, and marked his charaiSler with an 


indelible fiain. , 

SoMt writers take notice of a body of auxiliaries he lent 
Hacqutnii^ attempt the recovery of his father’s liberty, and of 
^i'^.uf war which he carried on in Friefeland ; but the par¬ 
ticulars we itnd nowhere related. What we know for certain 
• * 

is, that Valdcrr-ir^ terrified with the remembrance of the late 




combination, ffudied to pais the remainder of his days in 
tranquillity. He dreaded lofing a crown in his old age, which 
he ^ad acquired and maintained with fbmuch toil am labour. 

Some years before, he had built a beautiful country-feat in the 
neighbourhootl of Heilinhutg^ called Gurrea ; here it was that A. U. 
hi breathed his lafl:, alter a tedious illncfs, in tj^c thirty-fifth I37>* 

year of his leign. From the lime of his return from the cm- Valde- 
jieior's cou t, he was conflantly afflidied wtth the gout j rc- niarV 
courle was had to a variety of medicines, without effedl. /^xdmth 
lalt an empiric f>ffcred his infallible fpecific, fhe dofe was ad- 
miniilered, the king left to his repofe, and found dead in his 
bed a few hou;^ after (B).^ Thus ended the life of Voldemar^ 
a prince greatly celebra+cw^/ vti^c' jf^prians, as the 
rtlforcr of th..Mr nfoa?^hy, which had fo long been divided 
among a number of pofty ufurpers and tyrants. He attempted 
the rc-union of his dominions, and purfued it with a perleve- 
ranee that infured fuccefs; but more by the juflice of his 
fehemes, by his vigilance and confliancy, than by force of 
arms. In this alone indeed was he confident, all the red of 


bb condudi betrayed an undeady, flighty, and warm imagi¬ 
nation, drong pafiions, and violent prejudices, which ab- 
forbed cueey ray of judgment and underdanding. He was at 
the fame time a dran'jf medley of impiety and religious en- 
thuHam, of incontinence with refpect to women, and tern* 
perani^ in what regarded his palate ; in itword) his vices 


It is remarkable that the purpofisly confounded tlie ac» 
Vi'ry time circuraffancc is related tions of thefe two princes, 
of Val^^r I. u if hillorians 


were 
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V were extraordinary; they proceede^l^rom caprice •: hia ' 

were noble, and the genuine of&pnne of his mind. Hia^i^- .t' 
ritcd anfwer to Gregary drew upon him the malice of tkt'ai^ri-® 
tersof his days ; in ours it will be deemed noble, firm^ 
blc, and the m«ft ftrilcing circumftance in his c^uacler 

* , i* 
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Olaus V, VALDEMAR left no male ifluc. Two fons, and,the fame 
number of daughters died before him. Ingeburga, t\i^ldell 
furviving daughter, married the duke of Afeckleabur^*znd 
Margarety tlje younger, was queen-dowager of Norway, the 
king her hufband having lefigned his lafl; breath the year be¬ 
fore. The diet met for the election of a fuccefljft^ahd were^ 
perplexed in their choice. One patty declared for O/aufJjs^ 
of Norway, and grandfon XO\Valdemar, He waS the fon of 
the younger daughter, and confequently his right very doubt¬ 
ful ; but being already in pofleffioii of Norway, and having 
claims on the crown of Sweden, as the younger fon of Mag¬ 
nus, the dates were in hopes of one day feeing the two crowns 
united on the fame head. Another party urged, on the con¬ 
trary, that it was fhameful for Denmark to receive a king from 
The rea- Norway : that it was abfurd to unite two kingdoms, oppo** 
foKs nvbich fite in many of their laws and cuftoms, the one being elective, 
/wayeJthe and the other hereditary. There were nobles in the kingdom 
45 fr/i«/Aa/worthy of the throne j and the exertion of the privilege to 
elt&hn, cle£l: out of their own number, was a duty incumbent on 
the dates. A third faction fixedTtheir eyes on Albert of Meck¬ 
lenburg^ fon of IngeburpOt the eldejt daughtcr,jOf Valdemar, 
His right wasjff ^ fejTedyb tuA i i t' ^ was a point hot very ma¬ 
terial in the JJaniJh form of governmeft,, tS.ough it was al¬ 
ways regarded as a collaterd inducenf'nt in the choice of a 
king. Difputes run high, and the diet broke up without com¬ 
ing to any determination. One remarkable adt however paf- 
fed s it was the reditution of certain lands to the widow of 
Ptter-JVidy from whom it was faid Voldemar had unjudly ex¬ 
torted them. The reafon given for this decree was, that Val- 
demar*s foul might not be tormented in the next world for an 
adb of tnjudice and oppreflion committed in this. 

The diet broke up without accompkdiing the intention of 
their meeting i it was not long, however, before tha^^por- 
tant affair was d^ermined. I'he bidiops, nobility, antreom- 
mons of Juiumdt led the way ; they refolved to place Olaus 
«a the throne i and, as if all the red of the kingdom^ad 
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iU^m«rf of Denmark. 

[-^liltibcd the fighal fromh^irit faaion was dropt, and the dif* 
iilandSj provinc^^and diilrifts of Denmarit unant- 
*■ jrapaMn approving their choice. The terms in which the in* 
^iuMtanls ^ Scbmen couched their aiTent, may be feen in Pm^ 

' ^hlH{,*and ^ill ferve as a fpecinicn of the fjprnn ufed on this 
ocdhnoa *. ^Tbis ele£tion Vas eficemed the work of queen 
MetrgaretyJLnA the fii^ ftroke of her mafterly genius for the 
caUnet, ^d link of that chain of intrigue, which founded 
the. (eputation of this great princefs. ^ 

OLAUS was but eleven years of age on his acceflion to 
\he throne ; Margaret therefore aflembled the dates to ratify 
publicly what had only received the concurrence of the feve- * 
ral provinces, and to declare her regent during the minority 
of her jon. Here he was again proclaimed,^ and folcmnly 
’‘.•'rqjjvneui Margaret likewife obtaining her end of holding the 
reins of^aAthority until he arrwed at age. Before this aiTembly 
broke up, the king fwore to obferve the^aws of Voldemar li, 
in their full force, and made feveral additions to them, * 
whereby the liberties of the people in general, and particularly 
Ai' the clergy, were enlarged. 

Immediately after the ceremony of the coronation was 
performed, Bugtjlaus duke of Stetin and Pomerania^ and the 
•prince oiRugen^ did homage to the young kigg. The latter 
acknowledged that he held his dominions as a hef of the 
crown of Denmark^ and folemnly cngaccd to ferve the king, 
whenever he was called upon againft all his enemies. 

Scarce was Olaus firmly feated on the<hrone, before Al- 
hert the old duke of Meulenburg made great preparations Swedes 
againft to vindicate the right of his grandfon to'*'”'”, 

the crown. His Siaed!*.i'~^ ‘OOic u. j^kewife in behalf ^'***''^ , 
of his nephews ar|d a terrible ftorm threatened Olaus on 
every fide. ProviJInce however intcrpoled j -» the Swedijh^g^ 
fleet was difperfed and (battered in a hard gale j the king"^ afier^ 
was difeouraged from purfuing his defigns, and Albert finding 
himfelf alone too weak to combat with the whole force of 


Denmark^ liftened to terms of accommodation. A treaty was 
concluded, in which due regard was (hewn to the rights of 
both princes, and the people of Denmark conflrmed in the 
full wilege of election. Thus Olaus was continued king, 
in cipifequence of <he people’s choice, without injuring Al^ 
htirt\ birthright. 

1 'his year the Vandal cities demanded* a renewal of the 
treaty concluded with Voldemar ; their example was followed 
by all the hanfe-towns j and the queen-regent granted their 
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>577 • diet, at which the Icing and queen-te^cnc renewed theif 

to mainrain the laws, and preferve the privileges c£ cac^^ . 
ticuUr order of*the people. Td this oath the ^obi)\y;|j(^ 
celled, fwearing to hold as enemies ttf their couniry 
fbould violate it. Ail thefe protedations were taii^n 
bilhops, who prohted by the lavourabic conjunfture fori^- 
C«ndu 3 menting their own privileges and influence. The archattbp 
dit tkrgy. ot‘/,«/!,V/rn was not forgetful of his particular inrereft 

good of the church. He procured a grant of the ^GMifth 
part of the revenues of Lunden^ under pretence that emiR of 
his anccdors |iad enjoyed if. ’I'h'.; popes were tfiq, in 
ilimulatiiig the blfhops not to labour in the vinej'ard^of'' 
but to preferve as the apple ut the eye ad¬ 

vantages which the diltuibed condition of the kingdom^ threw 
* in their way. Their votes were numerous, their inAitimce 
extcnfivei they were therefore advifed to fell both to the 
higlieil bidder, and put their own price on their hnroyf. 

' Thus corruption ^flowed from the fountain of religioil; and 
thofe who ought to reform the manners of the people, led the 
way to venality, the fource of every difordcr and vice 
nation. The clergy were exhorted to bring within the pale 
of the church ail the fubjc4lfs of Denmark^ and rather to fc- 
fign them over to Satan, than yield the icaft tittle of their 
privileges. Such was the fubdance of Gregory the fecond’^ lec« 
ters to the archbifhop NUholas^ and fuch indeed the purport 
of all the bulls of the holy fee. It was nor pofliJij^' but that 
fuch condudt in j|jjs.<ii^rgy woulA» w^ te diflerenccs betweifii 
' them and the court. In fact it did fo, jp^d An the follnwi^ 

occafion. Q^icen Margaret held her lotirt at Linfi}Hk»\ 
and the chapter of Lundtn poflHIed fome lands there. Tlii 
fubjedls qf the chapter complained ot fome opprefliions 
fequent on the vicinity of the court, and the archbifhop"ia(||tl 
chapter took part in their complaints. The affair bcca«iM| 
leriousi but A:fargarei, to avoid difputes which might be dUl 
tended with fatal confcquenccs, ordered a redrefs of tMw 
grievances^ puniihrd the offenders, and took mcafttaM 
preventing the fubjedfs of the chapter frAiii fuflering fer 

future any inconvenience from the court (A). ' ^ 

> 

(A) The DoHifi hiftomn. of the year 1378, althoueh^^'-' 
make the flrft meution of gun- frtdd Lindeburgh (r) fays, 

amnna tr.inC^tiions w:.s known tnd inanttfa£la|^- 

r I') *04* ‘ 
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tf Denm^k. 

'M^ARBT was meen'rrgent of Denmark and ATar- a . jy 
ibine writers a!!ed|;#»g that Hnequin her husbaiui died 137^ 
i 4 ^aldemar ; while others relate with the fame confi- Marga> 
jthat he was greatly inOrumental in raifing his Ton xottCspoB^, 
^yrn df DenmarL he that as*«it will, had now the 
i^utljnrity iii both k.{nnc\>ms, and begun planning the 
of/that great' fchenie fhe afterwards cft*e£icd, 6f 
thfr^ three northern crowns. It was neceli'ary hid; to 
'tenmark and Korxvay^ with the mutual confcrtt of 
^;|:gdoms. She fpoke of it to the principal noblemen, 
r'larged on the advantages that would nccefl'arily icfult 
. tch an union, with fo much eloquence and refine- 
they feemed to rclifli the propofal, though it was 
tj»in execution till five years after. W'len the three 
I ^^cre united by the celebrated treaty of (kalmar. 

■riL^ Olaus was bufy m njagnificent preparations for 
' iral obfequics of his fatherS^ A’eri^’, the king of 
embraced that opportunity of m'Sking an irruption * 
imen ; a circunillaiice which proves that Uacqu 'tn died 

i tn the tera related bv the Dantjh hifiorians in general. 
lAanding a truce which he figned wi>h the archbilhop 
/i7, the governor, and principal nobility, he attacked 
ced the rc fidence of fr<jrr/r» the governor. Yet 
, ‘not poficively aiFirm whether thefe hodilitics proceeded 
lly from the Swedes^ or were the Confequence of do- 
.fadicn- Certain we are, that at the expiration of the 
Albert entered the country openly with a powerful ar-, 

>ok by afiault the fortrefs of Laholm, and retreated oa, 

' i^roac]>of A'fargaret and the grand-marefcbal, who de- 
ltd to give him baticni.- . 

' the year f 39 ^i, Olaus pafled from to Sebuten^ A. D, 

led with a nuqierous retinue of the nobilitjrof both king- >38$., 

. Here he received the allegiance of all the inhabitants^l^u* 

'.c province; a ceremony that wm thought necellary, as"^" 

-erm for which feveral of the cities had been pledged to/^ ^ 3 ^* 
yandals was now expired. The only tranra6kion of iin» 

^ance in this reign was, however, of a nature that gT^eatly 
pgates from the king’s chaiat^cr, who was now of i^Cf 


rf‘, 


,^.yj years before^ at Luhtc, bufiible in the North, and 
Vjre a powder-mill took fire quotes AebilUs Gajfar^ an s|pcQ- 
greatly damaged the city, rate hiilorian, in proof that the 
''fjtanuj {2) has accurately in- i>Wi knew the ufe powder 
yed into the firll difeovery and cannon as early as the yeas 
I ofe of this dreadful corn- 13?4< 


(x) Ptman, L yiii. 
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Hiftsry of D^iit^ark./ •; 

and appears extremely inconfiftent the known prud^JET 
and policy of Margorti. Henry diifee of SUJwick dying 
out ilTue, the dutchy reverted in full right to the crodffflM * 
Denmark. Yet jdid Olaus^ with his mother’s approbaripn 
the confent of the ilates, grant the invcftiture of it to^^^ ^ 
hard, fon to Henry of Holjiein, tKe inveterate ei^'cm?»'^f his 
crown and family. His generofity could ncvef^bc ibewn 
moie unfeafonably, or conferred on a more impro‘'t&r obje^ } 
for by this grant the keys of fuiland were put into the bands 
of his dnemy, and a road opened into his dominions, C0 it 
power he ought the mofi cautioufly to exclude. Perhaps he 
wanted to gaip over the H/tlftein princes by fuch an aft of li¬ 
berality ; but furely the hazaid was great, and the means he 
took impolitic^ in itfelf, and injurious to his people. The 
gratitude of pnnees fcldom extends beyond the advant^^s^re- 
fulting from this,,cmoypn of .-:he»foul ; with them a*il the ge¬ 
nerous paflions ^le fubjlCtcd to interefi; and felHfh conii- 
derations. 



01SU8<f/M. 


At the diet of Neoburg, the two archbifhops of Lundm and 
Drontheim, and the bilbops of Ripen, Alburg, Wiburg, and 
Slefwick, granted* a multitude of indulgences to thofe who 
ihould found monafteties, or any ways endow the church. 
The king ordained public prayers for the profperity of thb 
kingdom, the prefervation of his own and the queen’s health, 
and a happy iiTue to all their undertakings. Her majefty 
in particular engaged to leave at her death, to the cathedral 
of Lunden, the fottrefs of Thujirapfee, which (he had pur- 
chafed of Thuon Gotten j but on condition that the walls and 
fortifications fhould be deftroyed, if the king thought proper. 

Soon after OJfu*T ^fed, at the of twenty<two years,. 
He was a prince of excellent qualities of.« 9 ie * 1 ieart, of great 
liberality and devotion ; what his underflk^*ding wa^, we may 
form fome judgment from the affair of Slefwck. Age aiid 
experience might however have ripened his intellcft; nor 
would it be candid to Itly on him the whole blame of a tranf^ 
aftion in which the queen and the diet were equally con¬ 
cerned. Olaus died at Foljierbo, A. D. 1387; his bowels were 
buried in the church of St, Laurenec in Lunden, and his body 
depofited in a private manner in the monallery of SoorVt^ 


MARGARET. 

Margaret With O/aur the mule line of the three northern crowns 
fumm. was extinft, and cufiom had not yet authorifed the eleftion 
of a female. Sweden had chofen a king from Germary, and 
the public waited impatiently for the determination 
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. of Denmark and Margaret^ who to the ni- 

ambition of her fcx,*joined a depth of underflandtng, 
itiiw6 and penetration fcldom met with in the fairer part 
jpreation, omitted nothing that could forward her pre* 
Ilcr competitor was Henry of Mecklenburg^ brother 
to the ‘iiiogV'f Sweden. Henry flattered himfelf that by iys 
^verfonal q^tiities, and the advantage of being fon-in-law to 
Val^mar^>c Ihould cafily carry the crown from a woman . 
\At^argartt\ genius for intrigue, her well placed liberality^ 
^on 2ver the biihoVs and clergy, which in efieiSl was gaining 
the greater part of the people. I'he eleflion was not made 
in a general diet, but'in an aflembly of the provincial Hates, 
as had before been done at the election of Oloui. On this 
occa(ion;the inhabitants of 'J.utland gave the ?\gnal, by de- 
clnfm^i'Margnret queen of Denmark^ proteflj^g that they 
would acknowledge no othei*»fo\^gig^.. Al];fhe other pro¬ 


vinces acceded to their choice. A 


was drawn up 


at Lundeny figned by the archbifhop, Fodejhunk the grand 
inarefchal, a great number of bilhops, and of the principal 
Jlwdiiy. The ftates of /jcaland aflemblcd at Ringjiadty and 
folemnly declared Margaret fovereign of Dcdmark ; thofc of 
^utlandy Fioniay and other iilands and provinces did the 
i^e. r- 

MJRGARET received the crown at the folicitation of 
the clergy, who flattered thcmielves that now their reign 
was come,,under the government of a woman, who would 
probably be direclicd in everjj thirrg by her c?)uncil. As they 
jiad^^^e keeping of her confcience, they doubted not but they 
{||iwouldmd np^or cun tries of influencing, and even of ditlating 
all her mcafures. The lenfible queen iaw .!-*ir defign, and 


arCtmly flattered niciH^opes, while (he flood in want of their 
intcrefl. j iw 

But Afargaret's ambition was not fatisfied with the crown gj^g ^gffgg 
of Denmark alone; (he grafpeJ at Norway ; fent deputies to ^fo^way 
folicit the flares of that kingdom, and by her policy fuc- to Dcn- 
ceeded. I'he chief perfons in the government were gained mark, 
over by money; (lie found means to render hf rielf miflrefs 
of the army and garrifons ; (b that had the nation in general 
been'o^rwife difpofed, (he could not fail of carrying her 
point. fThus from regent flic became queen of Norwayy with 
the fame facility (he had acquired the crown of Denmark. 

The Norwegiansy perceiving that the fucceffiorf was again 
in danger of being exiindl, entreated their queen to fecure 
it by an advantageous marriage, which might at the fame 
time augment hcj power and dominions ; but (he received 
the. pi^^fal coldly. Jealous of her fomcign authority, (lie 

. ^ could 
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could not think of (haring it witUpt Wiband i Ixnnev&i^ 
fatisfy the earncil: dedre of her fuMei^, (he confented 
point a fucceifor s but made chmce of one fo youn^^to* 
allow hcrfelf full time to fatiate her ambition before 
be of age to tabs any (hare in tlje government J at th^^^me 
ijm‘c (he contrived matters in fuch ajpanner, tut choice 
feemed to proceed more from the ftates than frMi her i|TcI»*J* 
nation. Having opened the diet,‘ (he d^mandi^ to k>ow 
the n^areft heir of blood to the crown, aid whether ele¬ 
vation to the fucceifion would be agreeable to the /Hatej. 
Being anfwcred, that the children JVrntiJlaus Vll. and 
Mary of M^Menhur}^-^ daughter to H^'firy of Meckknburg and 
Ingtburga of Denmark^ were the neareif a-kin, and pertedfly 
agreeable toZhe people, flie irlincdiately fixed the fucceffion 
in this familjL and named rhe young Henry from tnbl fime, 
called Erk^ tre pre^iiip^if’e Wbir to the crown * 

Matters adjufted, it was imagined the pub¬ 

lic tranquillity might receive fome diflurbance from the pre- 
tenfiuns of one Hacquin^ who deduced his pedigree from the 
kings of Norway^ and had acquired immenfe wealtil a»lli m;- 
fluence in Swefen. The fears of the people were, however^ 
quieted in a (hort time by the prudence of their queen. Sh^ 
had found m«tans to prevail on Hacqnin publicly to renounce 
his prctenfiuns, which he did by an inftrument lodged in the 
hands of the arch'bifhop of Drentheim^ fwcaring at the fame 
time before the fenate, that hencclorward he claimed no 
right to the thr6nc. 

HENRT of Mecklenburg could not fer Margaret eWated 
to the throne, in prejudice to her clfler fifier Ia§eburgat with- f 
out exprefling/*motions of envy. The acceflion of the crovvn 
of N'}rwoy added fuel to his jcaloufy; yTd the thoughts or ner 
one day uniting the three northern crovivi, was a«Vogcfher in- 
fupportable. Jlbert of Siveden was no lefs emulous of her fuc- 
cefs; he formed an alliance with his brother Henry^ refolved 
on declaring war aguinfl; Margaret, and afTumed to himfelf the 
arms of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. He fpoke of Marge* 
rot in the moft contemptuous and difrefpe£iful terms; called 
her * a king without breeches*; pafled fome grofs pleafan- 
tries on her regard for the clergy, and particuUK** attach¬ 
ment to a certain abbot of Score, whS was her fpirkual di- 
reiStor. It is indeed true, that her intimacy with this man gave 
toom for (hfpkio^ that all her privacies with him were not 
employed about the care of her ibul. 

* PoMT. 1. ix. Mfivaa. 1, v. 
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be relied upon powerful fuccours from Hmry and other 
ruUH princes in his alliance. Margant was not more 
> .haBk^^rmin her own defence; and befides the troops of Dm- 
^^or’Siay^ and thofe furnifhed by the d<ike of Pomerama^ 
fhe'wShk^ure of a confiderafile party in her favour in Swedtn, 
thofe^^blemen wito had fuppoitcd the eie(ftion of her 
>and AcqmtrfAw oppodtion to Jlbtrt^ were hert^renuous 
idfl Xhe na^n was likewife Ailed with difafti^ed per- 
iow^^lbert had ^fpofed of all places of truft to foreigners; 
ne intfrofed taxes vi^hout confulting the fenate ; he obliged 
the Widows and daugneer^ of the Arft nobility fp efpoufe up* 
ftait foteiuers, to give we^ht to the latter biaruch connec¬ 
tions : in sword, he bscame^npopular, and Iven odious to 
one* half of his fubjcwts, by pride, infole^e, and front 
their rivetled diflike to foreif: 4 iemk. la ^artijwiar. the clergy 
were incenfed againd him, for fegjy ftercd many of 

the church lands, and annexed to thecrown a number of 
ftrong holds they had he’d for time immemorial. Margaret 
fomented thefe diviflons, and rendered herfelf no 
lefs beloved than Jl»ert was detcllcd. The Swedes only 
ratted for the lignal to revolt; they had Axed their eyes on 
Margaret for their queen, and rcfolvcd to dri^ Albert out of 
the kingdom. They perceived her good fenfe would fet 
bounds to her ambition, and prevent her infringing the rights 
•f the people; fhoiild fhe attempt it, the ftates of the three 
kingdoms would mutually oppofc her, and 'Veceive additional 
«4iN&z^and fecurtty from a Aridt union of intcreAs. 
y TflhPArA#meafufc taken by the Swedijh malcontents was The tro>a$m 
Jl^retly to depute certain lords of the ArA^ank, to mz^Ltoferedte 
Vf^maret an oAbr Of the crown. She received the propoft* Margaret* 
tion ^th and i^mifed to defend the people in all their 
rights ahT privilege*: however, (he demanded that the 
crown Oiould be made hereditary, with a view for ever to 
unite the three kingdoms. She met with fome difficulties in 
gaining this point; at laA fhe furmounted them, and ob- 
tamed all (he required 

While thefe matters were in agitation, the governor,<jf 
the fo-A^es of Oberjiein and Orejiein furrendered thofe places 
to the* queen $ (he immediately took poAeffion, and contimied 
him in the fame command. It was fpeciAed in his commif- 
&m« that he held his authority of Margaret quflen wf Swe¬ 
den and Norway^ and the legitimate fovereign of Denmark* 

A geeat number of lords followed the example of Algatb Mag- 
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i»8t rkelSfitrjefDta^'^: 

* mSi for that was the governor's All acftrtoti?^^^' 

Margant for their queen ; an rtWrumeM was drawn 
whereby they renounced their oath of allegiance to d2* 

dared they would never more acknowledge him» arfd «• 
forward attempt* nothing but with the cenfent ariil by tike or* 
der of Margaret. 7 ’hcy likewil'e added, that het heinrlObould 
be their fovereign, and that they would never aiteiept of an^ 
other at Rcr death, but fuch a fucceflbr a^-fhe l^-'uld th' 'k 
fit to a^int. Among other ftrong holdf, the fortreflf of 
Abo^i Paveji^ Razeburg^ Cajleholtn^ Crytzburgy all 
P r / t- together with the copper and iron minestof Dalecarlik^ were 

queen’s hands. In a wnrcl^'the DaUcaytians had 
rift/jDakr ®ckirowledgcd her fovereig..ty by an a^I.fjailed this 

carlians' **' whi^h they confented; in the name of'the-whole 

kingdom of i^^vederiy that revenues of the copper n.ines 
ihould be put^tao harv^l^, ^though they were mortgaged 
to the princes . Ilol'- a 4 *‘. 

On the WednejMy preceding Pentecoji^ the Swedijh fenata 
wrote to the queen a ratiheatiun of the treaty fhe had con¬ 
cluded with the deputies, and accordingly acknowltiigln^^^d'e^ 
queen of DenmaYk., Sivedin, and Norway. This oath of the 
fenate was like a thunder>bolt to Albert. He perceived thar 
he could no l<?nger depend on the Swedijh army, and there- 
.fore caft about for foreign fucCDurs. Among his firm allies 
he reckoned the ddke of Mecklenburg^ the princes of Hol/iein^ 
the duke of Sturgard, and for a fum of money he engaged 
Conrad JungingeH, grand-mafter, of the Teutonic order, and 
the ifland of Gothland. By means of thefe allies, he 
made up a confiderable army, with which he tias preparing 
to take the fieM. 

MARGARET marched an army to #the affifiance at t ic 
malcontents, under the condu£i; of fouj^aenerals, fErkuLucke. 
Henry Parow^ fptmhen Norby^ and Lxthario Catmt.' The) 
joined the difalFe^ied Swedes^ and both together marcher 
againft Albert* Coming up with him at Falkoping, a furious 
battle was fought, in which victory for a long while ftood in 
lUfpence. The fate of a kingdom depended on the event, 
and both fides behaved with that courage and perfet'crance 
which an affair of fo much importance merited ; but Mar-* 
Albert is gerefa good fortune prevailed : Albert^zi routed, and his 
defeated* army cut in pieces. He was afterwards taken prifoner in 
the purfuitj together with his fon Erict Gerhard prince of 
Hof^ein^ and a great number of lords of the firfl: diftin^ion. 
Aibtrt and his fon were condu£Ied firft to Bahus^ a fortrefs 
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jOtt tbecoDfines^^JVanMQrand IVefl-Gotkkmit and 
eo^ to S 0 b§lmt were they were confined for the 
ven years. As to the other prifoncrs, they were 
Of infeveral parts of the kingdom 
^ vidlAries had ever been fo produdivc jpf glory to the l>^ 
^flifA^this lafti for befides the royal prifonerst no lefs 1389.* 
ninet^^ g;encral Officers were left dead on the 6eld* 
by!^e vagi^ij[hed& On Margartl^^ fide the lofs was incon* 
iidei^e> ejscept thmt Henry Parow died^f his ^unds, 

Igea^ jxgretted. Vet though the battle was decifi^, the 
Suedes vwe ftill un^termined with refpeff to the condudt 
they wer^o obferve.V coronation was deferred, 

becaufe a ^at part of\ 4 - nation thought it tyOhonourable 
to difpofe oj^he crown wHfiiti ..|^eir king was a vifoner. As 
the people were divided, they looked upon lie Danes as 
foreigners^ tnd grudged them # ^Aory^over ihmStuedes^ tho* 
in fa6t Margaret had on her fide ihe^lfernJ^ber of Swe- 
dlfh forces. The German princes acculejS*•irirt'oWtr</fr of per¬ 
fidy and cowardice, attributing the defeat and imprifonment 
r^'ftifciiirjt their pufillanimous conduct. On the other hand, 
mey juftified themfelves, by retorting on thedjermans, who 
affirmed were the caufe of the war, and the king’s 
tniitertunes ^ 

During thefe debates and mutual recriminations, theprinces 
of the houfe of Mecklenburg^ aAd the towns of* Rfjiock and Wif^ ratfed in 
mar began to raife frefli levies,, in favour of the unfortunate Germany 
Albert^. His friends in Sweden likewiie beoame mafters ot/o fupport 
, and feveral fortified places, and John of Alecklenburg Albert, 
rjr/toltifttthq^ead of a well-appointed fquadron, which was 
WpUffe d by a ftorm. Margarets forces were, in the mean 
wnKfJaying fiege t9,Siockbolm \ zn^John^ aner collecting 
his ^UM^,jdetermii^j|d to relieve it. Accordingly* he landed 
his forco^ti^e the b^egers from their works, and after fup- 
plying the city with ammunition and provifion, again fet 
fail. Afterwards, making defeents on different parts of the 
coaft, he put all to fire and fword, which fo enraged the 
peafants, that af^mbling tumultuoufly, they attacked him 
near Tilling, and were cut in pieces, having no officer of abi¬ 
lity to lewd them on and dtr^ their fury. 

Tub Germans not. fatisfied with the ravages commit¬ 
ted by Ais fquadron s a (hoal of privateers were licenfed by 
the duke of Mecklenburg ; the fea was covered^ith pirates, and 
the oioft terrible diforders were committed on the ocean and 
the feacoafts. Some of them ventured an attack on the iHand 

* Vid* fupraibid. ^ Mburs. 1 . v. 
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^heduHetfol GaiUandy took it, and made it & repofitc^ of th$k|4»< 
Mecklen- der, and the rendezvous for the Whole p^ticid fleet. 
burgh’i withftanding all this, the caufe of Albert was fotit^ile 
privateers warded, and his opponent every day gained ground, ^^ong 
take the many other places of confideration, the important of 

9 f Calmar declared for the queen,' and^ furrender^d ifwith its 

Gothland. Bugijlaus^ prince (A\ 

likewif^ declared in her favour, and his^fcxani^ was <1^1- 
lowed^y the prince of Rugen, both attei^iing hev maj^^ at 
FalJleHo^ where they did homage to her//is their fove^gk , 
MARGARET the two followint^ years in and 

. Sweden. In, the former (he renewed ne ai^ by wkf/ch young 
AV/V was declared the fucceflbr^^o.‘,«er crown j a^nd in the 
latter flic l^)oured to appe^J^tlic civil divifiO.ts by which 
‘fovere^^^t kingdoi^ was reducedthe moft deplorable ftace of 

\fthe*'^hrte'^^^^^y' *0 endea¬ 

vours in ru:ty^_tl?^,%6untry, and in this alone were they 
confident. Evei^ ^ Stockholm fadion reigned, and the Ger¬ 
man gartifon, who apprehended the citizens were inclined to 
fjde with the queen, lived in a continual ftate of hof’^'*V'?^^ 3 ifl H 
the civil magidrates, which every day produced murder ana 
bloodfhed. At length an union of iniereds was agreed upon/ 
but this was |no more than a dratagem formed by the tSer- 
mans to be revenged on the burghers. Under cover of this 
falfc reconciliation they feized' upon the principal citizens, 
put many of them to the torture, and conveyed them in the 
night to the iflartd of Chepling^ where, after putting them to the 
mod: excruciating torments,under pretence that they carii<v;^-». 
a clandedine correfpondence with the queenv.they Shclol^ 
them in a large houfe dlled with wood, to which they fer 
fire. ^ ‘ Mp 

Her majedy meeting with little fupjiprs in h*g ert^araurs 
to heal the intedine commotions xtv^iweden^ dMi.v'4flnined to 
return to Denmark, and change her meafures. She now la¬ 
boured to ede<d a peace with the duke of Slefwick and the 
princes of Holjlein. At length fhe compailed her defign, and 
paved the way to a general accommodation. The peace be¬ 
tween thefe princes was a fatal blow to the pirates, who 
immediately abandoned the Baltie, and launched fovvh in the 
ocean, to make one lad effort. Th^ town of Ber^, one 
of the riched ports in the North, felt the drft ene^ o£ 
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(A) Bugipaus was uncle to Eric of Pomrania, declared focoef^ 
for to the thrones of Denjtsark and Norwaj, as we have fera. 
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^^fltMttfperate ^rue. taken and miCerably pillaged^ 

‘ without Mfpnityl for fome of their (hips fell into 

*M^ilmkof the Danes, who ordered the crews to be hanged 
upc^Ai^tS) without form of trial. This feverity had falu- The pirates 
■ tary^l^reqAences; it broke the confederac 3 b ftruck xmoiJ'>*pfreJfesl, 
foto^KeVehole, and obliged (ome to renounce the profe0ion| 

\^rs to V^orporate mth the queen's feamen, and others 
oblitf^eytoyetire to Friefeiand and live ini remote 
cre^^ fr^ whenice they fallied out on the conraercial 
*^eti^f|tne EngUJht French, zn^ Spaniards, 

NotILng remarU^le occurs this year befides the dona- 
tion the ^een made ^ a moiety of the fortrefs^ and prefec- ^ 393* 
ture of to the Cuw^^ral of that name, for which foe 

was recom^nfed by the daily r^fayers of the bif.lop and pre- 
bendari^. ’ m 

The following year foe kedi^^q ^^eral in her 
bounties to the clergy, by conhrmihg’^he prj|ieges and im¬ 
munities of the cathedral of Lunien and Vtuer churches and 


bifooprics. She refided for fome time at Helfmburg, and 
tbsW«k^4wed deputies from feveral Vandal cities, exhauffed 
jh a tedious war, and deOrous of coming to terms with rc- 
to Albert\ liberty, who had now been prifoner for near 
lix ^ars. Juft as a treaty was On the point execution, 
an accident broke off the negotiation, which was refumed 
the fuccceding year with a happier event. One of the depu¬ 
ties was (lain in a tumult that happened in the city* and the 
others, imagining their lives were in danger^ fled with the 
itT^iSt^^precipitation, leaving matters juft as unfettled as they 
fy;nd tn£^. Margaret foon convinced their conftituents^ 
fiiaMhe murder was not premeditated, by bringing all the 
defiKMnts to ftri£t jSftice. To this contributed {he little 
fuccfls my ntet with ^4 their military operations. A fecond Peace ten* 
time the^%«b/ deputi^ waited on the queen; and it was eluded 
at length agreed, thzt Albert and his fon Eric (hould be tc*n»ith the 
leafed, on condition that he paid Margaret the fum of (ixty Vandal 
thoufand filvcr marks, renounced all his pretenfions to the 
Swedijh crown, withdrew his garrifon from Stockholm, and all 
the other fortrefles, and engaged the Vandal cities to gua* ^ 394 * 


rantee thtf^reaty. 

As (bon as the two ptinces were delivered to the deputies^ A. D. 
they folemnly fwore to a Arid obfervance of every article 1393* 
ftipulated. Barnim of Pomerania, John of Mecklenburg, and 
feveral other princes, joined themielves to the Vandal cities 
as guarantees; and this addition was made to the treaty, that 
neither part (hould for the term of three years ere^ any new 
fortreiTes,. but that liberty (hould be granted mutually to re- 

U**a pair 
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pair the oW ; and with refped to£e ifland of , 

was agreed that each party ihouldtctain.^ac they 

poflefled. ^ Ir^ 

This treaty reftored tranquillity to the three 4:i 
and ykfor^tfrr/,pifnagining (he would beft provc*her 
to heaven, by pouiing her f4V0urs qp its minifte^...—* 

Veral confiderable donations to the "lees of RoJchik% 

and Odptfee. Still (lie found the fervic^of tdiWcIere^RTe- 
cell'aiw -nd (he neglected no opporsuiity of Unding^em 
Margaret inrereft. Towards the clofc oythe year (hear^frfd' 

over to Sweden^ and was there folemnlp ciowned qu^en, with 
all the folemnities obferved on hei| ao^efUon to thd/thrones of 
Denmark ai^ Norway \ . 

ImmediLtely after this^'eremony (he obMrved, that as 
(he was c^’liderably adv^i^d in years, it would be"af great 
Herp^jcy faiisfadlion fucceffiun confirmed; (he 

as a proper perfon, and met with 
all the uhedie^c^hie could require fronn her fubjedis, who 
immediately palled an a£t to that purpofe. Pleafed with their 
coniplaifancc, her majedy ftudied to gain the 
her new lubjetls, by applying proper remedies to all the ev* 
occafioned by the late tumults, and eilabli{hing matters /n 
the bed fooyng. W ich this view it was that (he convoke a 
diet of the ttates at Nicoping ; at which were prefent the 
archbidiop of Upfal^ and all the bifliops and fenators of the 
kingdom. Here it was agreed, chat all the crown lands and 
fortredcs alienated by Albert^ (hould be forthwith redeemed ; 
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lijh fubjcils, and the benefit of the laws, immediatcji^'f 
4 u oath of allegiance to the queen /nd'hcr fuccefl/^^mj 
that the lovcieign reilore to all the vi^SiIs of thftcr'<^n what¬ 
ever tlicy pollclled betore the civil vWr, and loiK^dy their ad- 
hcrcrsce to Albert : that the lawful proprietors enter into pof- 
iellion of all that had been ufurped by others during the late 
commotions; that the dates diould ailemble at the pleafure 
pf the queen and young king, wherever their majedies fhould 
appoint, in older to deliberate with the dates of Dentnark 
and Norway tor the joint intcreft of the threcP\tingdoms, 
and in particular to declare Eric foveVcign of Denmark^ Nor- 
way, and Sweden. 'I'o thefe wera •added fome particular re¬ 
gulations; ; ufti^r which the queen and young king departed 
for Denmark. 

Her majedy’s principal earc tiras now to vifit the diflFerenI 
provinces, to adminider < jadice,' and redrefs grievances of 
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i with admirable prudence. While l%gque^t 
exiles were lUmmoned to appear, cart iti tui- 

__jrding to law. All men were forbid, minifiring 

^IvAe penalties, to ikreen criminals; bnt if they fub 
tiuKt.JSo juft ice, her majcfty always inclined to mercy. Here 
flje Waisik'^'sd, that no new fortreffes (hould be raifed; tha| 
belort\ivng 10 the cTown (hould be reftored if ufurped, 

^ it .«ff.>rtgaged ; and that all thofe whp|had not 

.-.-.^•alle^nce locking Eric^ (hould perform that du^within 

4t»c4Vcf^fourtccK days. u /r • r 

Amo«> other (aldjary regulations, the affairs of commerce 
were not^rgot. It decreed, that all ports lately opened 
to the prc^ice of eftab*V.^c|J marts, (hould be iiut up} that 
no duties ^ould be exa^cd :: 5 ^ut where they lere impofed 
by law*"; that all manner of ah'^^ance fhould bygiven to fo¬ 
reign mereftants and failors, phrrtiJwlaijlv^n Qf'/oi (hipwreck 
and m^ortune, without expcaation*t‘et>yei^^ except what 
was provided for by law : in a word, thai'^fevery circumftance 
enjoined by humanity and found policy (hould be (triaiy ob- 
refpea to (Irangers. Such was the wile conduit of 
I his glorious princefs. Pontams relates, that fhc antient laws 
' pglcjacd during the late commotions were renewed in their 
fiiil^rce i that pirates were treated with greattrigpur, in or¬ 
der to deter them from that dilhonourable profeflion; and 
that a prefect and fovereign judge were appointed in Jutland^ 
for the more eafy and effedtual execution of the laws. The 
fame writer relates, that (he jikewife rcilificit an abufe which 
"f^^mediately before her accciTion crept into the ^wedijh 
r^ernniint. ^sSeveral of the gentlemen of that countiy had 
feflted the opportunity of extending their powy, and of ex- 
en^tag their laftd^from all taxes. Many of them ac- 
knowlS^nedqno fealtyjb the crown, and claimed an abfolutc 
jurifdiaimr*Within ihlr own eftates. This was an abufe 
that greatly dimini(hcd the power of the fovereign and 
ftrength of the government j Margaret therefore, with the 
confent of the fenatc, ordained that all jurifdiilions (hould 
be put on the anticin footing, and every man contribute his 
proportion towards the fupport of that government by which 
be was ^otefted •. 

But while we are^enlarging upon the many excellent re- 
ffulations made by Margaret^ we muft not (orget that (he 
was not infallible. Notwithftanding her prudence, policy, 
and other (hining virtues, her government was not without 
error. During the reign of O/ew, (he bad confcnied that 

• Vid. PoHTAH. & Msuas. in locis cittt. 
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Gerhard of Hol/lein (hould be inve^d forUfc in th< 
of SUfwick ; the war in Sweden hid the weai 

that meafure, and yet ihe now graifted the per 
SUfwick to the princes of that houfe, on no other*^ 
than that tbeyr acknowledged the fovercignty of 
Happily, indeed, thefe princes prefetred a pecuniw^ubfidy, 
as appears by an pafTed in Fionia^ whither A^garet 
yoked x^'. HolJiein princes; but this we jutflSc'twKafcri 
her poj|4'y, but to their neceifity. It is trw^ her d-^nduyad- 
mits oi fome palliation, if we conflder 0at the chiel wn qp 
all her pretcnfions was to unite the thc/e crowns,^pcry ob- 
flruiElion to which ihe refolved to r^eVe at all evyts. The 
Holjlein princes were the great fti^Jf^rs for Alberi^.n^ againll 
this union; had their friendfMp ihe endeavours to win by 
fo importan^x grant. At jpfent the three northern ^itiwns 

were a£iu!. 

render this 

propofed drawing irom the joint ftrength of thefe kingdoms 
a variety of other reafons occurred to induce her t o wifh th ;?t 
a fundamental law wfas eflablilhed for the perpetuaF^^ShiRdf 
the three crowns. Such a law would tranfmit her nama 
with admiration and glory to pofterity, would render 
folutc mi^rel^ of the North, and one of the greateft fove- 
reigns in Europe. She therefor^ laboured to gain a fufficient 
party in each kingdom to anfwcr her purpofe; and when (he 
believed (he had accomplilhed this, (he convoked the ftates> 
gmeral of each kingdom to meet at Calmar^ and forty 
. .ties from each attended the alTembly 

raajefty opened the congrefs, by iiftroducing tftC, 
/ V deputies one by one, whom (lyf^i?- 

7* quelled to confirm his eledlion to th^ucceffion. S^i^ten 
reprefented to them, with abundancc^o^ddrefs add e^juence, 
the advantages that would necelTarily rr^uli from rni^r having 
but one monarch, which would intirriy abolilh the caufe of 
all thofe wars that had fo often been fatal to each of the 
kingdoms; render them entire mafters of the commerce of 
the Baltic ; keep in awe the hanfe towns, grown powerful by 
the divitions of her people; and, in a word, confolidate them 
into one nation, with all the conveniencies which Sdw from a 
perfedl uniformity of cuftomsy laws, anil intereHs. The ma- 
jedv of the queen’s perfon, the ilrength of her arguments, 
and the fweetneis of her eloquence, together with the ap- 
plaufes bellowed by her creatures, gained over the deputies. 
They approved and confirmed the eletSlion of Ericy and efta> 
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fandiUstal which was received by the three D. 

* end^iUemnly ipnfirmed by oath. This was the 1397.-^ 
. ^ sbratcd i^iteNorth, under the name of the Union union 
and whiclrl^terwards gave birth to wars that 'f Calmar 
^ r an«age between Sweden and Denmark* It confifled concluded* 
>f thr^/.principal articles, which were eflabliftied for the fe- 
j^rity of' vich nation. aThe firft imported, that the three 
^'^omSrrlyhtcJbt.were in a manner derive, fhould hence- 
^rd n^^Dut one and the' fame king, who iMl^uld be 
ceffively by each of the kingdoms, and tK^n ap- 
9 toved ^ a general aiiembly of the whole. The fecond ar- 
icle coiT^ed in the obligation upon the fovereign to divide 
lis time e^ally in the three kingdoms, and to £end in each 
he revenu^arifing to him from each crown, vlthout being 
ible tq^apply the favings but fcTj^the good of tint particular 
tingdom. cThe third and m^l^;.important that each 
tingdom ihould retain its own fenate, and 

>rivileges of every kind} and that uii 7 ..j>j«/.)frons of every 
:ingdom fhould he maintained at the cxpence of that parti> 
and defended by its forces ; and that the fubje^s 
>t one kmgdom fhould not be raifed to po{|s of profit and 
ower in the other, but fhould be reputed foreigners, except 
I.' . 4 itffr own native country. 

While the congrefs fat at Calmar^ Alberti ^fnuErie died j Albert 
melancholy accident that made fuch an impreifion on theA”' 
nhappy king, as to make him give up all hopes of remount- thoughts of 
ng *^be throne of Sweden ; for notwithflai^ing the condi- 

on which he obtained his liberty, he never defpaired till^*'* "'*^'** 
'wecoygring his crown. Stockholm was not given up 
gceeable to the treatj^.* but he now wrote to his garrifon to 
the neceiSty»of the times, and furrerj^er themfelves 
3 The e:^mple of Stockholm was followed by all 

he otlKrf»Xi.ong hofs, ^flefled by Albert in Sweden } but 
ill the queen could nol recover Gothland^ this ifland being re- 
iined by the grand-maf^of the Teutonic order, who pretended 
> hold it by right of conqueft, as he had driven the pirates 
om thence. Firft it was mortgaged to him by Albert for fjL 
jm of money ; but he refufed to deliver it to that prince, 
hen ho^ffered to redeem it. Margaret determined to re- 
>ver it by force of aims. She lutny thither, under 

lefe experieoced oBccn Algoth Magnut and 

the capiul was immediately Meged, |be DemspAhtd 
le attack with ardour, and the knights defended die, city 
4th intrepidity, when the emperor interpofed, in qiudtty of 
rotc^or of the Teutonic order, and of&red his memation to 
commodate all difFeiences. IJs called a congrefs at Helftn- a. D. 

U hurg^ 1358. 
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burg, whither he ^invited the queed^ depu|s^. He 
at length Aipu'ated that the iflan^ ihouj|||^je iurrel 
Margaret, on her paying a certaitj^^^^ of mom 
knights : but as the money was ; tOt paid for 
the knights kept polTeflion, which however did» not*^j^reot 
the queen from renewing her old alliance with themjll* 

The following year dcjmties froif. the f^andai * 
had exercifed piracies (luring the late diftud>aq 
Nicopin^ In the ifland of Faljire. A treaty 
betwci!!li her majefty on the one part, and the 
the ocher, in which it was flipulated^ that a gener^ pardon 
ihould be granted for all diforders committed Ji^ring the 
late trouble^ and that the preceding treaties ^tween the 
contradling ^parties (hould fubfift in full force ^ particularly 
that treaty iL' which the Fa^al cictes engaged to gtsaianCee 
the promifel^iade by Ip obtaining his libe«y. 

FOR the foj^ fu?5^.iig years the three kingdoms enjoyed 
profound trarwfSt^^tfy, and Margaret applied her mind to 
works of piety, or rather of policy. She was well acquainted 
with the natural difpoiition of her people i accuftoj^nfigw 
extreme of liberty, (he knew they would with difficulty bean 
the rellraint of authority, which, however, was necefjjaiy xf 
carry on government, and fuppreis perpetual infurredlt^is. 
To eftabliDf nerfelf firmly, flie gained over, by afFabiliry and 
liberality, the principal perfons in each kingdom ; made them 
her creatures, and oppofid their influence to all fadlions 
formed againfi the court. The clergy were efpecially eflential 
to her views, on account of tlfeir wealth, their power^^d 
their credit wirh the people. In thefe days all,dev(f 3 wnco^ 
filled in donations to the church, andy jctv was ellimated ^ 
the will and doility to enrich the clergy... Margaret wa^ll^fe 
of this: Ihe founded mcuialleries, en^wed churci]^,.. aug« 
mented the power and privileges ol|[,the admitted 

them to a great (hare in jthe adminiftr^.tion, and intireiy won 
their hearts by her largefles. Fille^with gratitude for the 
nuroberlefs marks of favour and diitindion mewn them, the 
bifhops fell into all her views, and .were followed by the 
inferior order of the clergy, who found their intereft confifted 
in coinciding with the fentiments of their ruperiorsi^<= both on 
account of their depetvd«nce on themf and becaufe the pro- 
t«&Voi:i of the court, arid the queen’s recommendation, were 
tile fureft,means of obtaining bifhopricks, and other dig¬ 
nities. 

This .nobility and gimtiy, already jealous of the highpowef 
and tfedit of the church, beheld with chagrin tiui addkieil 
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utberMot the w(hops: they, however, durft not ex- 
eir refewBij^. Equally politic and powerful, ,Mar-> tityenJ 
her creft«s concealed among the difcontented, xfa/tr 
her notice omall their proceedings, broke and dif- ^ 
coflhjerted Iheir meafures. ^ 

Dn 3 remarkable occurrence is mentioned by hiftorians to 
have fallt^ out abouf this time. A report prevailed tdat 
^aatf'liJth'Queen's fon, was not dead : it was pr^agated by 
m)^y o^die nobility, and fuppofed to be flrft fet or. foot by 
ther.i,^mordcr to punilh Margaret for her liberality to the 
clergy^ The impoftor laboured to pafs for the king, and every "" 
day ga^d credit, by making difeoveries which could po®bly 
have be^ known only to Qlaus and his moth*. Margaret^ 
however, ^as too many for him: (he proved mim to be fon mark. 
to<he hurfe of Olaus^ and to'tavc got thefejlcrets from his 
mother, ^hom fhe had mad»hlfi«**7qn6(j?nr. ,^e next proved 
that Olam had a large wart betweeff*<t^j][ ho i 4 ders, which mark , 
did not appear on the impoftor. LaftljCme farther proved, 
by a cloud of witncllcs, that the king actually died upon a 
iCL'HiXi i^iay, and was buried at Ss 9 ra. In fine, the impofior 
was feized, put to the torture, and publicly burnt at a place 
be^een Paljlerhe and Scanora *. 

"^^mARGAKET was not happy enough t #...g d herfelf fo 
eafily of the continual inouieiudes excited bytne houfe of^^ ^ 
Holjletn, All her munificence to this family could not pute$ ^th 
tinguifti antient animofity. or engage their gratitude, ^^^theheufeaf 
could not depend on treatjes concluded vrtth them, though Holfteio. 
ll^^nmnly fworn to, nor in their fealty, nor fidelity. In one 
wor^^e fiwerely felt the imprudence of that aft, whereby 
Af confirmed ftrafffPrs in the {^flcffion of^ dutchy fb Im¬ 
portant to her dhnftnions as Slefwtck. Count Gti^hari of Hot- 
ir a battle,^*ught with fome of his neighbours in the 
year rJtSif; leaving\ widow and three young children; Hen¬ 
ry, the oldeft of wwm, was no mote than feven yean of . 
age; Adolphus, the \cond, but three j and Gerhard, this 
youngeft, then in the cradle. Several guardians were ap¬ 
pointed in his will \ but Henry, biihop of Ofnaburg, unc{e!tO 
the young princes, excited great troubles, by claiming a 
to the'Sdminiftration of Slefwick, till his nephewi arrived at a 
proper age. He fdhnd means to raife a fadioo, , by means 
of Segeburg and Rendfburg. 

On the other hand, Margaret beheld ^ith vneafineis thofis 
commotions excited in a dutchy which had been a fief of Den»> 
viark. With a view to apply healing remedies^ at IM) as to 
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'* profit by the preient *ficuation of affairs, 0 i 4 jliBper( 
the widow Elizabeth^ who fhe knei^ wasipj^aht of 
'I'hus fhe obtained pol&flion of certai i|^^ !!ltrefles in 
and like wife of the ilrong citadel of f ^ettradt^ by jDar^iflg 
Elizebeih,w\^ovtj4 coiynt Nicholas^ whopoilei&d*tbi$^Ke, 
to Eric duke of Saxo/^t paying; bkr portion, and keepin^in 
heir own hands the fortrefs. ^e likewife, by a f^r^e of pen 
licy, got Gytijbach into her 
and prefemed to the cathedral 

length difpofed of every thing , ^ 

own pleafure. The oldeft of duke GerhartTs fbns ws car* 
ried to Dertmarb, and had three of the principal nol^ty ap¬ 
pointed his guardians: Molphus^ his fecond brother, lived 
with his uncl^ who conceived a flrong aife^ion iqT the boy, 
and had him v length raifed tpa high place at thoemperpr’s 
court (A). Swe writers ajjl^t;;, that the dutchefs Elizabeth^ 
and all the great|^rd^||f.'^]^/Vi, put themfelves voluntarily 
under the queen^}wc 9 f^ion, acknowledged her fovereignty, 
and did homage to her as foperior of the dutchy. They add, 
that fhe divided between the dutcheis, the young dukejsngjyy^ 
dians, and the chief nobility, all places of honour amT profit 
ill the dutchy, with certain yearly falaries, with which they 
became in a fhort time diffatisfied. What however is 
tain, and agfS^l^cti upon by all hifiorians, is, that peace was at 
this time proclaimed 4 )etween Denmark and SUfwick ; and that 
neither the queen nor king pretended to any other rights within 
the dutchy, befides thofe of fuperior and fovereigns merely 
nominal, without power to ena^l hws, or impofc taxes. « 
In the following year Margaret annexed fev»al 
the crown, which had either been m^rtgagea or ufurped 
during the laft teign. This year had alrvofi proved fatal 
DtnmarE The fummer, and cfpecially|ahe autumn fe^for^ < 
had been fo rainy, that the fruits of the fifth were^i^yed, 
«nd the air corrupted, infomuch that ab/.ve a tenth of the in¬ 
habitants of Denmark perifhed of famiiy^and pefiilence. Yer, 


(A) Creuetziut relates a cir- then attempted to fulpend the 
comftaDM of this youn| prince pearls round his neck; but 
chat merits notice. Mmrgarett Adolphus ilruggled fo hard, that 
when he was an infant, gave the jewels were broke *a^oft 
him a mark of her friendftip, the wall, \iencc, fays our au- 
by adorning his cap with a thpr, the fage Margaret drew an 
finae of fine pearls, which the omen that the young prince 
child TtgefUog, fhe ofiered to would one day prove a bitter 
tie them round hfs arm, but to enemy to Denmark (i). 
thk he was equally averfe; fhe 
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s, there occurred events which tf- 
te the court ind people, jtlhiri of 
fomaei^^^^ing of Swtden^ publifted a writing, 

.. ierek^y he renouncedsnl datm to the c^own of Sweden, and 
cngjTttd n^ver to take arms againft £r/V«, his fuccefTors i 
^ but m live upon a footing of the ~n mi ty with them. 

^‘^'he nexs circumftanc^ was the marriage or Eric wifti 
the daUgbier of king of Engknd, whicn^as cele¬ 

brated ^^unden on the twenty-fifth of Odioherwa year, a, jj. 
This pf^efs, if we may credit the Danijh hiftorians, brought 1406. 
the kin^an immenfe fortune. 

Not^'ITHstanding peace had been proclaimed between 
Denmark spd Slefwick, the Danes and Hol/feinefs were conti¬ 
nually in a#ms, and committing perpetual ravages upon each 
other’s frontiers. Wearied with ihcfc diforde^, king Eric 
refolved td*apply effectual remedies. He inviir; i Henry, bifiiop 
of Ofnaburg, the chief author of thefe difturb|nces, amicably 
to terminate them by an interview atKeldi^i but this coWt 
ference breaking oft* abruptly, a fecond interview was ap^ 
policed Fionia, Here it was agreed, that eleven thoufand 
marks in filvcr fhould be paid to Denmark, to indemnify the tnueen 
lofi^fufiained by the infults of the Holfleiners •, that the Holilein 
towns of Flensburg and Menhus be put into th^.^g*s hands, andDnthk 
until payment of the above fum ; or, at lead, uim! the bilhop mark, 
proved that the Holfleiners h*ad been equal TufFerers by the in- 
curfions of the Danes. Some writers indeed alledge, that 
Elizabeth, dutchefs dowager of Hojflein, puf thefe towns into 
hands, without ftipufating any conditions, 
y So Mir differences arofe this year between the queen and the 
ji^tchefs dowager. ^*Tomen ieldom agree long, where they 
are rivals in beaifty power. Margaret, irnagining that the 
dutche.'s wanted to 7^jvaricatc about the pfomife of furren- 
dering Gastorp, advaiVed to take poffeflion of that city; but between 
whether it was that me dreaded a body of armed men, re- Margaret 
ported to have been ^ged in a certain tower, or appre- and the 
bended fome fecret defigns upon her perfon, certain it is that dhitehefs 
flic immediately abandoned the town, and threw out fome dowageref 
fevcrc reflections upon the dutche^. A mifonderftanding iIq Slefiwck. 
flight fddn broke out into a war, and the pretext was, that 
Erie by fortifying Flfnsburg, lately put into fiis hands, gave 
fufpicions of having defigns upon the whole dateby. Nor 
did flie condu£); of four Hoyiein genflcoitn, in •the queen’s 
forvice, contribute a little towards ^derating the rupmre* 

Thefe officers, withdrawing themfelves fuddenly, perfuSded 
Henry bifhop of Ofnaburg that ^e dutchy of Slefwitk would 
fpeedily be annexed to the croVp 9fRemark, if proper mea* 


A. D. 
1409. 
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fures were not taken \t> fubvert the defigm 
Erie. Elizabeth began'lher'•operations fc^woke 
which may well be deemed Creachero^' She foun^MWI^|S&' 
to draw the confult,,of Flensburg into her power^ anj^ then 
detained them pfiftmers, till they engaged the citizens to^j>uC 
the town int 9 k;kKe hands of the Ha^einers, Her feh'eme 
iticceeded gates were opened to her forces^ and everp^ 

inhabican|^revoked the oaih of allegiance fwocn<3fb Bnc* 
Hoflilities were now commenced, feveral places ^'^ere'^ for* 
jtrifed, and among others the fortrefs of Swabejiede^ nd the 
citadel belonging to the bifliop of Slefwicky the ufual olace of 
his refidence 


No foonertihad Eric notice of thefe tranfa^lion^, than he 
refolved to nl^aice reprifals. Accordingly he if.vaded the 
iflancis of Arrkhe and Alfen^ of both which he foon became 
mader. Nextehe concluded i treaty, offenfive and defen- 
iive, with the inhabitants of Dithmarjhy and immediately fent 
a body of troops againft the Frifons^ under the condu^Sl of 
general Monk^ who had for lieutenants three very experienced 
officers, yohtt Scarpenberg^ Nicholas Thuon^ and Hen^ Cabflt, 
This corps, amo&nting to eight thoui'and men, without ca* 
valry, had orders to march to Tundcren^ Eric being de*«<yu«i 
fiJeDanes fubduin^ the country round. They came loaded with booty 
dtftaied h neiglibourhood of Hufum^ and Bredjiedt^ where they 

Adolphus fuddenly attaificed by Adolphus of Schawemburg, and cut 
A. D. in pieces. Monk the general, and Nicholas Thuon^ were left 
1410. dead on the field,’ together with fourteen hundred inferior of* 
ficers and private men. Scarpenberg was taken prifo ncc .<w<lrj 
at length obtained his liberty at a ranfom of c^>ght {^ufanJ 
marks in filver. It was reckoned tha¥^^*iis unfortunate ei^ 
pedicion had cof^ Eric two hundred thodVand marks, beftdes 
the lofi of fo many brave foldiers (A).f , 


• Meurs. I. V. 


(A) CroHtsuus differs confi- Bremen and Weftphalia. He 
derably from the DanUb hifto* adds, that about this time Eric 
ri^s in his lelaiion of this ac-, Crwamdick iaxYc\{t^FlenJbwcg\ 
tion* According to him the that the king's troops, however, 
JXiiwr amounted to fifteen hun- defended the citadel; '^and that 
drCd cavaliers; but no mention the Dani^ fleet laid fiege to the 
is made of the number of foot town, but were not able to 
foldiers. Sebawenhme^i army force the garrifon, which, in 
did not exceed eight f^ndred fpite of all hardfhips, remained 
meA,; raifed in a hurry iliAf,at ^m to the young duke (i). 
Lasunbsitrgt in the diocefe uf 
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thMefeftt ^I'ir followed th^dvice of his fentfCy * * 

Mid nfde overnm^to occontlMdA difforences with the 
prifices.^ n^^ro^^ls wereVmbraced by the dut- 
cheft ^lizabtib^ Who ^nfented to refe^the matter to arbi¬ 
tration. A certain number,were appointed^y each fide, but 
np conclufion was forn^ed till two years 

, The tumult of arms gave place for feme itee to pubfic 7*^ yrw- 
rejoicilT|s and feftivals on account of the marr^e of therr//So- 
princels&^/>fo, or according to fomc writers Catheriney fitter phia •/ 
to Eri^fto John duke of Bavaria and Newburgh fon to the Denmark 
emperor Rupert. The marriage was celebrated at RipenyUtarries 
and forty thoufand florins given for the priqcefs's fortune. 3 ®!'" 
Provided (he furvived her hufband, a jointui^l of an equal Bavaria, 
fum was fettled on her; four weeks were allowed her before 
confummation, and in the mean time her fortune was to be 
paid int(f the hands of her^ufband. 

Notwithstanding the propofitions fojr peace, and the D, 
conferences held for terminating the differences between 14^ 
Denmark and the houfe of Heljietny both fides did not fail to 
Cbmmit.numberlefs huttilities. It was neither perfedl pea <!!0 
nor declared war, yet each fide bore the nrfbft inveterate ha- 
tresLio the other. Some gentlemen of Hol/iehy to whom 
the king had committed certain towns in upon their 

taking an oath of fidelity to him, perfidioufly furfendered them 
to the diitchels, and took all opportunities of infulting the 
king’s garrifons in thefe parts. Enraged with thefe diforders, 

Eric was forced to come to,the latt extremity, and declare to 
^'.e^dutchefs, that, unlefs they were fpeedily redreffed, he would 
,r employ' all ihe force of Denmark to reunite the dutchy of 
^ 'SUJwick to the erj^wB. His menaces had tl^e defired cffe< 5 t: 
the dutchefs and princes declared publicly, that they would 
endeavour all in thr r power to accommodate matters to his 
faiisfadlion; for wh\h purpofe a new congrefs was held ac 
Koldingy where a tru!^ for five years was concluded, during 
which time the umpi^ were ro give their vcrdidl, and final 
decifion, refpedling the fortreffes raifed or taken by either 
party, as well as all other grievances. Immediately feveralu//rMV 
treaties, of little confequence, were concluded between queen 
Market and the dutchefs. They ferved, however, todiftin-^-^w^* 
gusfli the ability, tile moderation, the folid judgment, and®'-"®*’’^ 
active difpofition of Margaret. All the Danijh hiftorians 
full of ber praifes upon this occafion; but^hey negiedt the re- 
latk>n of tfiofe circurnttances wfascj^alone could form our**^^"^* - 
judgment of her condu^. It id^tron aifter thefe tranfac- 
tions that ihe was carried oflF ^a iiidden death, in the fifty- 
® J . ninth 



got 

iWarga* 
ret*/ death 
and cha- 
ra^tr» 
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Jiinth year of her ai||e, and thirty-fixth rei^,*<il4v€ 

include the time of h^^Kgem/* ^ ^ 

The charaders dra^n by tht'iP<mi^ahd hHhiiiafM' 


The charaders dr^n by tht'P<m^ahd hHhiiiafM* 

are very different. Recording to'thc^trfty Margaret was pof- 
iefled of every v^ru^ belonging to a ibvereign : fffeady^ P^*^^** 
trating, a£tive^^^{^ bold, ihe gamed the love of her fubje( 9 ^ ^ 
commande^tf.ierrerpe£l of her neightfours, and was the rerror 
of her en^nies. According to the latter, (he wasibgm'bitious 
as to cn^avour the extenfion of her power at expence 
of public liberty. She was pious from policy, mode^e from ; 
intereff, affable and familiar only with her creatures, proud 
to all bcfides j rigid and inflexible in the adminiffration of pri¬ 
vate juffice } ^'ut regardlefs of oaths and treaties, when placed 
in competition with her intereff or ambition. In a word, a 
woman of gr^at ability, but little integrity ; of a found head, 
but a corrupted ^heart. It is probable, that too- much preju¬ 
dice prevails in^ both thefe chara£lers. The Swedes flattered 
themfelvcs, that the union of Calmar would have extended 


their liberties, and they found them retrenched by Margaret. 
She was too ambitious, too powerful, to reff fatisiitid with a 
limited authority. No fooner was (he declared queen of Swe¬ 
den^ than ihe formed fehemes for extending the prerogative: 
ihe recovered^ljy degrees, the chief fortreflb out of the hitnils 
of the gently, by feafonable grants to them of another na¬ 
ture, which did not render them independent on the court. 


Moil of the Swedijh governments ihe difpofed of to the 
Daniflj nobility, contrary to the exprefs words of the treaty of 
Calmar i removing, infenfibly, the native nobility fron^a^j^ 
places of truft and profit. Abraham Brederfan vivas the onl^, 
favourite among all the Swedes. He WKb.<a young noblematf 
of fine addrefs^and handfome perfon ; bat otherwife of little’**' 
conflderaiion, cither in influence or ability. On him ihe be¬ 
llowed the government of Holland) h/noured him with z 
great ihare of her confidence, and he/%d favours upon his 
family i a condudl that increafed the ^icontent of the Swedes^ 
and gave room for fufpicion, that her majeily regarded only 
the perfonal attra£lions of Brodcrjhn. It furnilhed them with 
frcih caufes of complaint againll the queen, and additional 
reafons for lamenting the union, which occafloned the^lofs of 
tbeir liberties, at leall of their own weight and influence 
in the fcale of government. They prefented themfelves in 
a body to hec maje£y, with a remonilrance of their rights, 
and a copy of the treaty of^Cz/imzr, the infradlton of which 
was the fubjeA of ^heir cuti^^laints. Ail the anfwer they re¬ 
ceived was, that they might guard thofe rights with the fame 

diligence 
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The ef DeniiMim 

ficmeil a1! the lAurnnlfnn^ in thch^i^ediflg 
CeeJed to the crown atliiidp«mi|^s of Meargiartt $ but h« in¬ 
herited neither her pow^r i)OrpG«1^» Fir from recoreril^ ^eiif' 
liberties the ^wedts f|;^nd the yolco^ lip^relfion rendered more 
grievous. He d\^^t, however*, run immediately intoiixce^f 
but fuffered lum€lf to glide genBy into the mcafures of Ve- 
f^otifm ani^sftiny. ^ J ^ 

On his/icceflion we fee him promiHng tOTOnformMto^^U 
the treati&s made with Margaret, to confirm her d|nattcips to 
the church and clergy, to preferve the people in thd^ rights, 
and to fee ali wills duly executed agreeable to the intention of 
the Jcceafed. We fee him aggrandising the city Sehy in Sebo- 
mn, and endowing it with the fame privileges and immunities 
as Lundea and Maintogen. In a word, we behold him purfuing 
the fieps marked out by his predeceiTor of glorious memory, 
the irucreft of his people, and^the true condu(fi of a politic 
prince. At this time Eric refided at Stockholm, and the 
Swedes, fenftble of the advantages rcfulting to them from the 
preience of the court, ftrove to give him new proofs of their 
attachment. Jealous however of their liberties, they did not 
omit feizing the favourable opportunity of confirming them* 
The nobility, bifliops, and fenate, ali endeavoured to obtain 
a girneral diet of the ilatcs ; but in vain; for Erie §|)(Ae- 
hended lelF rneafures contrary to his defigns might here be 
concerted. He thbrefore returneu to Denmark, without grant¬ 
ing this ardent requeif of the whole nation \ 

ERIC found fdl employment inlhis kingdom. The truce 
between Margaret and the houie of HoljUin had for a tin^ 
fufpended holliliiies; but yet the caufe of their mutual am- 
moruy fubftfted. Phe^umpires were te^ve judgment within 
five years after''thedate*of the truce, anJ »ow there was no*^ 
time to lofc. Accordingly IVratiflaus duke of Pomerania 
and StetiK appeared for Eric, and Mmey duke of Brunfwick- 
Lunenbutg, on the part of the dutches Elizabeth, They met 
to give linal fcntence at Fhnsburg, ?Cid the firft thing deter¬ 
mined was muiually to releafe all prifoners made fince the 
peace mediated by Ulric of Mecklenburg, This far was per- 
fedily coniiAent with the rneafures taken in the Itfe-ttme of 
Margaret ; but the pofture of affairs was greatly alteneid. The 
king was no longer in the humour to compromife preten- 
fions which he was in a condition to enforce by arms. He 
likewite held it dj^onourable to treat and negodate with vaf^ 
his, nay, with rebetsy^bp had taken arms agatnft him, ne- 
gietied ebeir oath, a^s'T^ntrary to the refp^ due to theif 

\ 
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TMr, 'xb^nireftH^ ol' t^acsim by the 4 e«tb of 

ha^iL were this priiKe’e itotiofls of the royal preroga¬ 
tive. ThuSy inftead of fubmitthjg the dilF*rence to umpkea,'' 

£ru ^ooK a *method totally djfiWem} bi^c agyeeable, as he 
■.jjmagined, to his dignity. He cited the 4 uke of Lututihtr^^ 
iHie dutchefs Elm^tk^ add the princes of Hnay^* 

'Jdtipifus, gnd (^bardt to appear at the next diet to be af- 
femblcd at Nab«rgt m order to mmioate matters before 
that high tribanal. 

Thb parties met on the day appointed, attended by the 
^ dukes of Pmiramay MtcklerAurg^ Stetin^ Saxony^ Brw^- ^ a th* 
wuk i this lall taking an oath in quality of unci# and guar- 
dian to Gethard^ the deceafed duke of Slefmtk. He r^re- 
fented/ that Gertmrd received the inveftiture of the dutdiy 
as a voknta^ bounty bf the king and ki^dom, and that bis 
childrf i now claimed the fame favour. To this,£r/r replied, 
that Margmtt had indeed formerly granted that duteby to 
the houle of Hol/iejn, as a hef of the crown ; but that the 
princes had refuled to accept it under chat title. Heary denied 
this in fact ( and the king made anfwer^ that«it was to no 
purpofe deny fai^s that could be proved by authentic docu¬ 
ments. It was notorious, he faid, that the duke bad pre¬ 
ferred the funiflion of a foldier during the wars, ^if\he pof^^ 
feffion of S/ffwuk as a hef. He then ordered the proofs to 


be produced; to which Heaiy having nothing to oppofe, he 
had recourfe to intreaties and prayers, that the affair might 
be fubmitted to arbitrators, plomtfmg folemnly to ffand by 
their award, or by the articles of the laft trea^, whereby it 
.Vv* agreed, that all ce.iqiie{b made on either fide (hould be 
'nflored, and mattei% put on the antient footing. 

As this propofal was not agreeable to £m, he again cited 
before the diet all the princes of the hOuie of Hal^etn. They 
appeared, and the king hit throne opened the affembly 
with a full explication Olathe circumflances of the difpute* 
When he had finifbed his fpeech, he ordered the archbifhop 
of Rfifchild^ chancellor of Dinmark^ to deliver his fentiments, 
and what the laws of the kingdom required. The archbiihop 
made a Ifkkiured harangue, in which he infiffed chiefly on 
that ffacute which ordains, that all fubje^ of the crown« 
who have conneded themfelves with for^gneia and joined 
aglinft ttiek flwetelgn, made incurfioni iqto ibe coMptry, or 
otherwiib diffadyed or infringed the lam^^iould be punifhed 
ivtth the loff ofi their efieiSs and and be deemed 

guilty of high treafon. He then pironoanced the following 
j^ttnee, as pq^ent of tluf dietii that the pfincela Ehxa* 
Mott. Hist. Vol. XXXII. fX huh 
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\ug fn. Htnrfoi Brunfwici^ as ttttoe ^ caiinl( 4 i(M “ 

uneepakd^^ £nV8 children, had*forfeited all right to the ^tc^y Of 
nvithr^- SUfwick^ in confequence of having taken arms agnnft whir' 
fpefl to lawful fovereien; that all expences occafioned by^the late 
Slefwick. tumults Ihou&be indemnified ^ to the aown by the ^oulh 
of and laftiy, that the dutchy in queftion Feverted«r* 

in full right, and Ihould hereby be annesA to the crown 
of Denmark •. ^ 


1 


Scarce bad the chancellor pronounced fentencei when 
the young Henry threw himfelf at the king*s fieet, and be- 
fought him to grant the inveftiture of the dutchy as a fief $ 
but the kvng only replied, that he muft firft gain pof- 
feflion, th^at he might then have full power to grant it 
upon the terms he might think proper. As this, method of 
beftowing fiefs was new to the German princes, it appeared 
unjufi, and confirmed theme all ftrenuous defebders of tho 
, Heljiein family. An alliance was formed between Bahhafar 
prince of f^andalia, Henry of Brunfwick^ the uncles and guar¬ 
dians of the young princes, and Albert of Mecklenburg^ who was 
raviihed with the opportunity of revenging on the perfon of 
her fucceflbr 'the affront put on him by Margaret^ in driving 
him out of the throne of Sweden. On the other hsij2d, Erte 
Crtmemdeck^ Ottm Sifiedy and feveral other nobility m rank 
and pou^r, deferred the Heljiein family, and went over to 
Eric, This wis a confiderabie lofs; but not fufiUcient to di¬ 
vert their intention of ferioufly preparing for war. 

A. D. This year the celebrated council of Conjiance futy during 
1414* which time the emperor SigUmund wrote to Eric, requelling 
him to employ all his intereit and power to'induce the cira of 
Lubec to re*eftabli(b their fenate,*which they had aboliu&edi^ 
about feven^years before. To oblige the* emperor, Eric vdJed 
all his endeavours to reftore the fenate; but finding the Lu- 
keekers obfiinate, he declined ufing force, not chuiing to in-, 
creafe the number of his enemiesl^ He contented himfelf 
with fending Sigifmund an account of his proceedings, and 
requefting that he would not protei^ the houfe of Melflein;, 
Pieafed with Erid% compliance, the em^ror confirmed the 
fentence pafled againft the Holfiein princes, declaring, that 
• all the proceedings of the diet were perfedly fi^gular, and 
confiftent with equity and law. I'lfls letter bean date the 
j* -* fourteenth yver, 1415. 

Eric ^tert SuRB of Stff/ntmtTi countenance, Eric did not long ddfoe- 
Slefwtck rate in what methc^l^ was' to ad. Immedtately be took the 
nuitb an field, and entered nfo^idutchy of Skjmck wkh » nvitacroiii 


nrmy. 
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Arti^'. Jjksci^t^ ik»t all the U^fitin forces were ademhfed 
«roun4 tnt cities of and G0^/0r^» while the reft of the 

country was left de^ncelefty he haftily ere<£ted two fortrel&s 
at the rilouth of the the one called Sle^ffumd^ and the 
&SbitfC 9 nigsbur^» The famd he did on the weftern fide of 
'tile dutcby, wm|| the fBrere^s of Fnftnhirg and Wiidjfan^ 
w ett^h uilt on tflibanks of the Trie^ a methtra which he took 
to poftiift Vioifdf^the more eadlyof the dutchy. 

HAViitG taken thefe precautions, he again applied to the 
Lubechrs in favour of the fenate. It is probable, that Sigi/^ 
imnd renewed his inftances upon this head; for we find Erie 
now enuring upon more vigorous meafures. ordered alt 
their fiOiermen in Schsnen to be feized, and their efFedfs con> 
fifcated ; giving at the fame time directions to the governor 
^of Bergut te feize all the cfFeCtg belonging to the merchants of 
Luhee^ within his iurifdiCiion. Thunder-ftruck with this fudo 
den blow, the Lubeckers recalled the fenate •, and thus the king 
laid an obligation on the emperor, while he at the fame in- 
ftant ftrengthened his own intereft by the faft friendfhip of 
the fenate, who owed their liberty and prefeot felicity* to 
his conduA. 

In clTe mean while the affairs of the Holfltin^ family were An>ten 9 
upon the decline. Htnry of Brunfwick^ uncle t*d the young \bt af- 
princes, held the towns of Gottorp, Phm^ HonraWy Sf 

Haffeldop^ in fecurity of a fum of money which he had lent 
the princes; and as he now wanted moneys and they were 
.unable to redeem the towns, ht offered them to Eric on the 
fame conditiona: but the king rge^d his propofat, 
the advice of Cremmedichs who perfuaded him that he would 
toon reduce them <b)»force, as thev Were ever^ wpy unpro¬ 
vided for a long defence. Beftdes tnis, all the cities of Van- 
daHa^ Hamburg except*^, were in alliance with the king, 
and of confequence end||nies to the princes of Holjiein. .The 
duke of daxony^ on accbi||nt of a private quarrel, marched 
at the bead of an pra^ to bum Odeftoe^ and pillage the ad¬ 
jacent country. nE^v^ukes yihn and AAert demanded pay¬ 
ment of the marriag^portion of their niece jfntt: in a word, 
eveiT thiiia feem^ confpiring to eSed the downfal of this 
fiunuy. Nothing indeed could be more unequal than the 
conteft between Eric and the young princes. On the mie 
fide was a powerful monarch, mafter of tbtce gt^t king¬ 
doms, and in alliance with the grea^ number of his neigh- 
hburs : on the other, a greater, nun^^ pinc^^ is true, 
foverdigns ohiy of petty at variance v^h each 

other, and now ilnited rathp pique to Erict than at- 

tic^ent to each other, orany weU*|igefted fcbeme of po* 
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licy. Still, however, the Hol/ieinm maintained a gpd eonji- 
tenance, and determined to make ’ioorous efFortIlin thei|; 
own defence \ 

Early this year the king a fecond time entered vthe dut- 
chy of Slefwicii and immcdiaif^ befieged the cities of Slef- 
fWick and Gottsrp ; and to cut off aU comimmication between^ 
them, he ere^ed a fortrefs called HalberJUffk^ in the inter* 
mediate fpace. All his endeavours proved abottivcT*Tor 
thefe places being well provided with every oeceflaiyof de¬ 
fence, made feveral briik and fuccelsful fallies, which obliged 
the king to withdraw his army. Nor was this the only 
difappointti^nt he fuftained. On the one fide Albert of Meek- 
lenhurg^ and Balthafar of Vandaliat were marching at the 
head of an army to the affiftance of the Holfteiners. On the 
other, the Frifmi^ induced by Henry of Ofnabiyrg t 5 take 
arms againfi the king, wer^ making a diverfion. The for¬ 
mer bellied and took Frejenburg^ and the latter formed the 
fiege of fondererty and foon got pofTeifion of a place too weak 
to make any long defence. 

Incensed with thefe lolTes, Eric decamped from before 
Gottorpy refolving to lay the country of the Frifont in afhes ; 
and this reafon ^zDanift) hifiorians aifign for raifing tkc.fi^e 
of that cityi' When the king was preparing to crofs the Ey- 
dery he diicovengd Henry of Ofpaburg polled in fuch a manner 
as to obfiriifl his pafiage. This prince had narrowly watched 
the motions o^ the Danijb army, and feemed determined to 
make a (land, which obliged Erie to rclinquilh his defign and 
plan of revenge upon the Frifons, Inllead of entering their 
country, he attacked Henry*% army, .and was'received with fo, 
much uncxpi^ded refolution as quite ^ifconcerted him, and. < 
forced him to return to his fleet, and embark for Denmark ; 
fully determined, however, to revenge the following year all 
the dilgraces he encountered. t 

His retreat encouraged the Holffein princes to enter upon 
a£lion. They flrft,made a defcenrop^i^e ifland Femereny all 
which they reduced, except the Glambeek, which 

Ivor Brujky the governor, bravely dcfc^'jfed. They had in- 
vefled this place for the (bace of two months, an^nding all 
their endeavours to take it hy the regular meth^ ofTiege, fruf- 
trated, they determined toftarve the garrifon. Brujk wasob- 
ftinate, and his foldiers reduced to the laft extremity, when he 
received kdvice mat a Danijh fquadron was hovering along the 
coafl. Immediately4&S.^^lc boat, efcaped the bc^gers, and 
prefented himfelf before we king, from whom he obtained fe- 


• Vi^l. Pont. l.rix. p. 578. 
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mallhips laclea wiUi men, provUlon, and amoiunttioiu On * 
fais returA he ft^nd all tber paflages to the fortrefs clofely 
Vlocked* Vhe princes who had got notice of this motion giv« 
ing dire 4 ^on| to that puipofe. He tried every means to force 
his W|y i but being conftant|y difappointcd, |he garrifon al- 
» moll ftarved to death, at length capitulated, upon no other, 
condition than |||||ht their nves and liberty (hould be granted. 

Diimig the wtn^ the king was bufied in preparations for the a. 
enfuing campaign, which herefolved to pufli with the utmoft 1417. 
vigour. His fleet was formidable, and his army fo numerous, 
that it amounted to an hundred thoufand fighting men j but 
as he knew that the enemy confifled of foreignera who could 
not be long maintained, he contented himfelf wim annoying 
them by fea. This would have been admirable policy, if the 
princes had no other refources than what Eric'% heated imagi¬ 
nation prefeflted to him. But ts foon as they difeovered bis 
defign, they cantoned their army in the dutchy of Slefwick^ 
where they were plentifully fupplied with every neceflary. 

Finding this proje£l difconcerted, Eric landed his army, which 
he divided into two bodies, forming the fiege of SUj^ick with 
the one, and of Gottorp with the other. The* firift of thefe 
cities capitulated on the 17th of July ; duke Albert of Meek* 
lenhurg, who commanded the garrifon, making .a particular 
treaty with the king. It was faid, that he had liberty to re¬ 
tire wherever he pleafed, on condition that )le never fhould 
carry arms againft Denmark. 

As foon as the biihop of Ofnaburg was informed, that Slef- Eric />- 
piick and Gottorp were invefled* he pofted to Hamburgh^ and the 

reprefented to tHb magiftrates, that if thefe two cities were Slef- 

*take‘n, the Danifn forces iXrolild over-run all Holftgin^ and the wick and 
city of Hamburgh «&oAd then have every thing to fear from Gottorp, 
fuch neighbours j but not being able to ootain any o^ore than 
a promife of a Aim of money, he harangued the people in the 
market-place with fo mudh eloquence, and energy of di< 51 ion, 
that they inftantly reft^edNto declare war againft £r/V, and 
raife forces. The of * 1 ** Hamburghert^ the army Hamburg 

they were preparing tldn^ch into the field, and.the operations joint in 
of the HofSeid familjf^o attack him as foon as they were re- fke emfe- 
inforced, ni^c a ftrong impreffion on Eridi fpirit, and de- dera^ 
termined him, without%cfitation, to raife the fiege of Got- 
/0/p, which he bad now twice unfuccdsfuUy invdtcd. 
r^utation was greatly affixed by this meaAre, the confe- 
quences of which became more vifihle every day ; for the 
enemy’k courage encreafed in proportion as they obferved him 
fetzed with fear. They now took the field with an army of 
thirty thouGhd men, hefidei cavalry,, matched ftreigbt to 
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Halleushurgi and took ttfword in hand. Thence dtey nitfdied 
to SiefwUkt and met with equal fuccefs. They likenife forced 
Conigsburg^ and feveral caftles in the diocefe of Siefw^^ which • 
they pillaged and deftroyed. 

In the autun^n fome overtures were- made for c^abllfliing a 
peace. Dalinan^ bifliopof Lu 9 ec, was charged with a^om* 
fnidion from the pope, to mediate 1 recon^iation between 
the houfes of Denmark and Holjlein. He w^d for thisjo^jr* 
pofe on Erict and found him difpofod to liften to termsiof ac¬ 
commodation ; nor were the princes at all avotfo to reafona- 
blc propofitions. A truce was ligned till the month of Sep^ 
tember in the following year, in which time feveral conte- 
reiiccs wcretSield between the two powers. At lad the affair 
was fubmitted to the arbitration of two German princes, and 
the deputies of four of the hanfe-towns } but on conditiqn that 
if they could not come to any|deciiion, the final determination 
fhould be left to the dukes Bernard of BrunfijuUk^ and Bugif- 
I'aus of Pmurania. It was alfo agreed, that, during the truce, 
both Tides fhould actually lay down their arms, as if in the 
midft of profound peace ; that no annoyance fhould be given 
to commerce, cr the Tubjedts of either power, and that no new 
fortrefles fhould be ercdled. 

The appointed day being come, the king’s depifRes did 
not appear \ they were driven to Tea by a (form, and detained 
a day beyond tho time propofed. Pleafed with an opportunity 
of breaking off the conference, the Holftein princes took in- 
flruments of thrir having appeared to the day, and departed. 
Thus all the endeavours of the bilhop of Lubec to eftablifb- 
peace were rendered abortive, by an accidentwin the one hdcy 
and from want of inclination on the*ocher (A). 

The Hoj/teinert did not remain loK.g«inadive, after this 
open declaration of their intentions. They did not, however, 
in their own peribns commence the firft hoflUities; that would 
be too palpable a violation of the truce; it was fufiicient for 
them that the Fri/ons, their allies/made incurfions into the 
king’s territories. An attempt was toTurprifei^uu'^^, 

(A) It was about this time though ^A<j>rioce was ftrongly 
that Erie received Martin the inclined to^patronifC lesnwg 
^fth's decree for hiundine an and fetpoce, the cootinttal wars 
pniverfity in his dominions, |n which he was engaged, .pre- 
with the fame prmleges as that vented the execution of Im ^le- 
of Pearist Nexceptihg only theo- jeftt, until Chfiftian I. pqt dw 
)ogy, which the Dtam were re- finilhing ftroke to tlmm (l).. 
qipred to kudy ati^saw. Bat 
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i loKtrdft ihelwigifig to tlie arch^Hfliop of Slat'd, wlio bid 
joined wfih EriCf it proved unTuccersful. 

• Hit nmfty, irritated with the prince's obilinacy, again took A. D. 
arms, and made an attempt to r«:over Femtrem butfindir^ 1419. 
tbatthd inhabitants joined with the Hojfleimrs to oppofe his 
landing, be reiioquiihed thedefign, landed hfl troops at i/r/- 
Ugtrboven^ and made lerrible incurilons into the country 
ryyjpd OkUnkA and JV^lJladi ; after pillaging thofe two ci> 
ties^ fnccotraged by the laree booty, he renewed his attempt 
on Femerm^ but was repuaed, and infolently treated by the 
feoffs of Ae uilud>itantB< This treativent wrought the king 
up to the bi^efi pitch of rage ; he exhorted his foldiers ei- 
t^r to revenge the affront, or perifh in the attemy. Another 
onfet was made with fuch defperate fury, that a landing was 
effed^ed, and the inhabitants driven from the ihore with great 
(laughter lewhich advantage wgs immediately fiicce|ded by the 
'leduAioo of the whole ifland, and the fevere punifhment of 
feveral of the leading perfons among the inhabitants. The 
country was pillaged, the villages let on (ire, churches de* 

(Iroyed, married women and virgins given up to the luff; of the 
ibldten, and every diforder committed, that raae and the 
power of revenge could didlate. The citadel of Gtamhtck alone 
remaitfiMl unconquered; and it was attacked with fo much vi¬ 
gour, that the garrifon funendered prifoners of war in left than 
two days. • • , 

PONTANUS makes mention of a treaty concluded this ’Frtatj it- 
year, between Eric and Vit9ldt king of Polgnd and duke of 
Lithuania *. In this they engaged mutually to defend each 
other agaioft a^ enemies, efpecially the knights of the Teuto- 
me order. It was alfo ftipulated, ^at when either king in¬ 
fringed the treaty^ their fulness (houid be abfedved from their 
allegiance; that neither would declare war, ,or conclude 
peace, without the confent of the other. That all conqueffs 
(houid remain with thofe to whom they belonged; that is, 
with the par^ who c<^ld produce the moll authentic docu¬ 
ments of right; booty (houid be divided equally be¬ 

tween both natio 4 ^.|^ that neither party (houid claim to be 
retmWfed for j|)e^peoces of manwng to the affiffance of 
the othes. 

Ok the other hanil, Eric pnblifiied a writing that furniflie 4 
room for fpeculation. It regarded the dowry of his queen, 
but is not material to oitr defigo, faithjar tbgp that it created a 
(iiipicion in the minds' of the oeople, that he ^as defitoua 
of extending hU prerogativje, ana rendering hlmfelf indepen- 
dent on the diet of the ftates. 

• L. ix. 
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Am this time the Halfieincrs were in arms, tnd iheldiig 
was meditating how to come to a decUtve aSSon wnh them. 
This he attempted near Immerfwed^ and was defeated ijidth * 
great iufs, infomuch that his flight became a proverb, jIt Imr 
merfwed the Dafes were driven to the devil A^thougl^this 
detcat did not terminate the war, it occafioned a fufpenfion of 
lh>ftititics, and produced a truce, in order ro ^ttie prelimina¬ 
ries for a peace. Umpires were cholen, and the whole 
of the dutchy of Slefwick again canvaiT^. Phe*emperor 
had conflrmed the fentence palled by the arcbUfliop of Rof- 
ehild^ at the diet; it was indeed agreeable to law, but a very 
difputablc pmnt in equity. However, the princes had urged 
no pnanlweflble arguments why it ihould be repeated, and 
they now rather cholb to decide the difference by the fword. 
Thejr had confented to a truce, only to prevent increafing the 
number of their enemies by tlreir obftinacy ; but* they em¬ 
braced all occafions of frullrating the intention of it. Erie 
perceived this, and accordingly equipped a flebt with defign 
to invade the ifland of jflfen. Here he met with little fuccefs 
or honour ; the troops were rcpulfcd in attempting ro land ; 
Ivor Brusk^ admiral of the fquadron, died on fliipboard, an 4 
at laff a ilorm difperfed and fhattered the whole fleer^ Nor 
was Etie more happy in an attempt on the herring fifherson 
the coaft of Sehsnen ; for the Fandal cities, apprized of his 
delign, lent poweVful fuccours tb their countrymen : at the 
fame time a fquadron from Hamburgh ravaged the coafts of 
Horih Jutiand, and took three of the king’s (hips. 

It muft be owned, that Eric had a better turn for civil po¬ 
licy than for military operations: in the lattei^e was feldom 
fuccefsful, but almoff always in the former. Sundry whole- 
ibme regulations were made in fcvcral citKs'of Denmark^ and 
the police of Copenhagen^ in particular, placed on the bell 
footing. One law was palled prohibiting mechanics to be 
raifed to the dignity of confuls or fenators ; another, depriv¬ 
ing the populace of the right they ^Kiq^ed of depoling their 
magifirates } and a third, whbreby th^;^?f^^as endowed with 
all the privileges granted to Lunden '^^r^almogen, Befides 
thefe, feveral private regulations for the goo^rder of the city 
were made, but though excellent in tbemfelves, fcarce 
meric attention in a general hifiory. » 

As to 4rms, every flew attempt of Eric*s produced frelh 
difgraces. ' Sondenm was Jong belieged by hts troops, without 
making any coniidcraNe progrels in its reduction. Cremme- 
v^ho commanded the wearied opt with the length 

* Msvasj 1 . V. p^^i. p. 10^. 
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placei. /No »hnoyai)cc wa$ given the befieged, while he 
' wis itxmg the Udders ; hut as foon as they perceived the 
trenchps filled, and the ladders crowded with fbldien, they 
poi^d fuen quantities of j^ntng pitch, and heaps of Wge 
ilones upon them, as hiUed and wounded great numbers, oq- 
cafioned the utmoft comufion among the Danety and gave an 
opportunity to the befieged to make terrible deftrudiion with 
theirorrhws,,'without any danger to themfelves. In a word, 
the ilege alm^llHcd, after it had coft Crmmedie near half his 
arnw. 

i HE Daus were alfo obliged to raife thefiege of Domingo 
on hearing that Henry of Brunfwiek bad tbrow^n fupplies of 
men, ammunition, and proviiion. They likcwifc loft Hader- 
Jltben^ taken by the fame prince. Eric was every where dif- 
comBted aftd difgraccd ; he endeavoured therefore to repair his 
loftes by forming powerful alliances. The firft he concluded , 
was with the cities of Vandalia, With thefe he ftruck up a 
treaty oftenfivc and defenfive, intended to be perpetual, as the 
king included all his fucceftbrs, and the magiftrates of the 
towns, with all their defeendants. The cities engaged in this 
allianc^ were Lulec^ TVifmar^ Rojiock^ Stralfund^ LuntnBitrg^ 
Gripfwald^ and Anclam ; all of which ftipulated, that inde¬ 
pendent of this treaty, they ftiould have liberty to perform all 
prior engagements to other ^inces and ftafbs. 

In the next place Erie fent complaints to the pope, the em- A. D.' 
peror, and neighbouring princes, of thcobfttnacy of the Hoi* 14 2 j. 
^ein family, which refufed all terms of accommodation, and 
violently retairJIK! the dutchy of Skjwick^ though legally an¬ 
nexed to the crown of ^Denmark, His remonftrances gained 
him the friendihipTof almoft all the princes anrTcities to whom 
he had wrote i Hnmhurgh alone continuing firm >to her en¬ 
gagements to the Holfieiners. Among others, the duke of 
Lunenburg piibliihed an edi£I, prohibiting all his fubje£is, under 
heavy penalties, to inllft in the Hol/lein fervice, or any way 
to affift them agufmi/bc crown of Denmark, The regency 
of Lubec went faW^ii</*They wrote tO the Hajflein princes, 
acquainting thqpsr that his Danifl> majefty had laid before 
,them clftain complaints, whidi they muft fubmit to arbitra- 
‘ tration, or ftand thtf confequence of tiietr joining the whole 
power ^ the'hanfe-towns to the kun;*s forces, to procure re¬ 
drew of grievances, now become inrapporttble^ throu^ tbetr 
obfttnacy. To this they were anfwered hy the Heljfletn nobi¬ 
lity, that akhongh it was notorious ti)eir fords were in poftef- 
fion of Sle/tuidi duke Gerhard having obtained the inveftiture 
of that duict^^fom kin& 04 >«/j tb^e feemed no necef- 
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iity for fubmitting to arbitration an afiiur which ad^ittctf ^ 
no difficulty. ^ \ 

On the other hand, the inhabitants of Ditbmmrjb ^pihortad * 
the princes to refiore SUfwick, and threatened, in cafe of refu* 
lal, to declare |n favour of Eric. They recelviEd the iame 
aniwer as the Lubtckcn^ and feemed perplexed in what ofan- 
n£r to ad, as the point in queftion was a cafe of right, which 
th^ could not pretend to decide. 

JOHN, archbiOiop of Lubce, armed with ^ pope> au* 
thoricy, purfued the fleps of his predeceiTor, .or^eavoured 
to negotiate a peace; but with as little fuccefs as ftich an at> 
umpt had hitherto met with. At laft the emperor, at Eric's 
Tcqueft. kiMf^!Rumpc/ii, duke Silejict, to take cognizance of 
the affair in his name. Rumpeld paffcd through Lubec to 
Elttifiuvg, While he reftded at this laft place, the Hcljivncri 
attacked the town, forced open the gates, and focn became 
maffers of the garrifon. The German deputy was not dif- 
concerted with this violence. He went up to the princes, and 
told them, that he was come Iw the emperor’s orders in qua¬ 
lity of a mediator i that his inltrudions were hrff to viiit the 
king, of whofe^good intentions, and pacific difpoiition, he 
was (atisfied ; fo that he had no doubts of effeding an accom¬ 
modation advantageous and acceptable to both parties. He 
exhorted the princes heartily to embrace the fame fentimems, 
and to labour in bringing over *the nobility and princes of 
their houfe to terms of peace, fo falutary and ncce&ry. His 
eloquence wrought fuch an eff'ed, that the princes yielded to 
the force of bis arguments, and t:onrented he (hould purfue 
his journey to the king. Rumpcld, and the btfhop of Lubec, 
prevailed on Eric to grant an interview to Henry of Hel/iein'i 
and things we/b in an excellent train, wksenr the death of the 
German deputy put a Hop to the negotiation : for though the 
entperor immediately fupplied his place by another, into 
whofe hands the king put all the papers and proofs relative to 
the dutchy in queffion, yet the princes of bLj/iein refufed to 
produce their titles, and in effed brokr.f^a^.the treaty. 

Ik the year 1424, the king made through Feme- 

rania to effabiifli feme regulations, and cAiclude (Xitaiii trea¬ 
ties with the princes and cities of that country. Frcnii Whence 
be went to Bu<h, by the emperorb invitation, to be prefent at 
the decifion of the difpute concealing SUJfimck, According 
to Crantzmf, £rre cited Henry and his brothers to atmnd at 
this judgment. On the contrary, the Dmufit hiftorians al¬ 
ledge, that Henry wont thither, contrary to the advice <d bit 
council, who were of opinion that, as a prince of the em¬ 
pire, he could not be dtpd oqt of the bounds of the canpire^ 
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i|of*qdf^)e fot Jrefultng to comply with fwh • (timilicipi* * 
BeA^s/they lodted upon hts imperial majefty u a pfuitUl 
ju4g«> ^ therefore aavifed Henry to fqbmit hi« caufe to the 
pope. Be that as it will, Sigifmund pronounced fentence on 
the t^entf-eighth dav of /»»/, in the following manner: 
THht 1^1 South Jutkndy containing the cities*of Slefwick^ Gs/* 
prp^ and others, together with the Banifit foreft, the iAati4 
^ JUftn, and^he province vulearly called Friftbiiden, with 
tlt^f rij^tt and dependencies,lhould henceforward be annexed 
in fuKl iin^the crown of Denmark: that the king be put 
in immolate pofTelHon of the faid dutchy and depeodencin ; 
and~the^i^/f».princes> Henryk Adolphus^ andG^ri^^r^, nei¬ 
ther have nor lay claim to any right over ally part of the 
faid dutchy* The Holftem annals add, that, after pa^ng this 
fentence, the emperor offered, in the king’s name, in order 
to facilitate an accommodati^, Co cede to them the ifland of 
LaaUmdy together with a fum of three hundred thonfand 
marks} but the princes rqefied the propofition 

Here it was that Eric refolved upon a pilgrimage to PaUf- 
iine^ which he only deferred to attend the coronation of queen 
Sophia, This religious progrefs had almof} coft him dear; 
for he was led into a fnare by an artful Syrian^ and forced to 
extriAte himfelf by the immediate payment of a large fum of 
money. Nor was this the only bad confequence of this un- 
feafonable journey. The abfence of pritices is generally in¬ 
jurious to their fubjci^s, and it proved fo to the Danes. Ho 
bad appointed the queen regent of the kingdom, and advan¬ 
tages were taken of a female government. On the one fide, 
the biAiop of^Arbus claimed jurifdi^tion over certain landst 
which the king bad committed in trufl; to his predeceflor. 
This difpute, hovivver, was amicably terminated by certain 
mutual conceiTions. On the other fide, the Halflein princee 
were dil&usAed with the emperor’s award, although they pro^ 
mifed to ftand by it. Th<7 complained loudly, and fencam- 
ba^dors to pope Mmrtin V. of whom they obtained an order 
for the bifbop and a certain cardinal, wbofe name 

is not mentione(i^^'|jiake cognizance afrefh of the difpute» 
and revife the ^zncic paiTed ^ Sigifmwtd. 

In thi’ fituation of affairs Eric returned to his domUiiont, 
and immediately cqnfeated to an interview with the princes 
at FUnJburg^ where each party Iboutd be attended four 
a6Bi^t8, two ecclenaftics, and as mang iaks,^ who 0ioul<l 
exert aU their endeavours to bring diis tedious affiur to an 
gnucable and definitive ifliie* Nothing, howevor, tefulted 
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' from the eongrefs. The king refufed to grant the 

of the dutcby, but as a perfonal fief $ and the princes infified 
upon having it hereditary. Such was the conrequen€e(\>f that 
imprudent grant otOlaust that intailed an expenfivi^ and. ruin** 
ous war on bis fuecefibrs. Both fides were obftinate, and fe- 


coprfe was had again to the fwor^, the final reibrt of 
princes. £rk railed a powerful army, without declaring its 
deftination, or indeed intimating where the ftorm would faU-f 
but the princes^ rightly judging that his preparations werein*. 
tended againfi them, took meafures for ftandinflb their own 
defence. Not contented with reinforcing the garrilbns of 
Sic/wici and Cettorp, they new-modelled the fortifications of 
the former, aim drew a deep ditch around. To give an ap¬ 
pearance of juilice to their caufe, they publilhed manifeiloes, 
Getting forth their willingnefs to end the difpute by arbitration, 
as was plain from the letters obti.ined from his holifiels, ap- 
( pointing the bifhop of Cologne umpire. After giving this glofs 
to their own condudf, they folicited the l^andal cities to arm 
in their favour; and found means to perfuade them that juf- 
tice was wholly on their fide : for what could be more extra¬ 
ordinary, faid they, than that an emperor of Germany^ where 
all fiefs are hereditary, ihould judge that Slefwick alone^was 
perfonal. Yet all their rcafoning would have made but a 
flight impreffion, had not the Hamburgers^ conftant in their 
attachment to the hbufe of Hol/ielh^ reprefented to them the 
injury that would arife to their commerce from the oppreffion 
the princes, and ^he increafed power of the kin^j de- 
monfiratlng, that the only method of terminating a deftruc- 
tive war was to hold the ballance equal, by whiclV means both 
parties would fpon tire of military bj^erations, and return * 
with eagernefs to trade, agriculture, and ifhdtever could re¬ 
pair the loiTes and poverty confequent on the war. An al- ^ 
liance with Holfteln was ftruck up \ but before they declared 
war, they fent deputies to the king, in the name of all the 
bans towns, exhorting him to conclude ^,ce. Eric replied, 
that he was ready to ftand by the emper^^i^ifion: the de- 
. PI puties returned with this anfwer, and tffmi^rn was afignal 
j " g* to the cities for declaring war.. 

Eriewfw In the mean time Eric entered Slefoiick with a po^verful 
SlefWkk with which he hoped foon to reduc^thc princes to rea- 

9 third fon- Immediately he invefted and and drew 

timtt Mid lines, which fecuretP him againft the attacks of the Holfl^m 
army without. Both fieges were puihed with great vigouri 
ih cities and the cities would probably'have been forced to furrender, in 
Slefwick fight «f their army, had not Eric fuddenly broke up his camp, 
mad Got- on rMciving menacing letters from \hcsFundal cities, in w'hich 



fltief ton him, that, finding all their remonftrances t 6 him' * 

derptCef, they determined to join with his enemies, and oblige 
him by^orce to hearken to reafonable terms of accommoda¬ 
tion. • It was in vain that ErU wrote circular letters to the 
hasiS'towns in his own vindication: thefe hhd no other efiedi; 
than exciting popular jumults in the cities, which ended^in 
the defiru^ion of one or two of their magiftrates; but pro- 
*fiueed «o falutary cfFeits to Erie \ 

£*aili.y ha the fpring the Vandal cities fent a ftrong fleet to 
fca, which committed dreadful ravages on the coafts of Den* 1427. 
mark. Gerhaitd of Heljlein commanded this fleet, and his Van- 
brother Henry was at the head of an army, witi^which he laid dal dtitt 
fiege to Flenshurg^ where he was killed with me (hot of an arm in fa^ 
arrow j a blow which had almoft proved fatal to his family. 
Imftiediately his army was feized with the utmofi conilema-Hoiflein.* 
tion i the loldiers diflbanded^themfelves, notwkhfianding all 
the promifes and intreaties of Adolphus, who put himlelf at • 
their head. On this occafion might be feen what had fre¬ 
quently before been obferved, the defiiny of the general de¬ 
termining the fate of a whole army. A general rout began; 
and the auxiliary troops of Hamburg and Zubee, who the mo- 
menubefore had ihewn inconceivable ardour, were now the ' 
firfi to lead the flight. 

ERIC, in the mean tlmCj gained fome confiderable advan¬ 
tages at Tea. His fleet defeated a fquadron of Vandal ihips: 
after which fuccefi the Danes attacked thirty Luheck merchant¬ 
men, all of whom they tqpk or deftroyed,*after an obftinate 
engagement $ yet was he no lefs deftrous than before of ac- 
pommodating*matters w^lh the hans-towns. He knew their 
power, and the diflicufty he would have in redipcing the houTe 
of Heljlem\ fupporti^d by fuch an alliance. Even his vi^riea 
mfibrded no fatisfadiion, fince they more flrmly’rivetted the 
iians-towns to Holjlein. He therefore not only wrote himfelf, 
but induced the tm^tox.Sigifmstnd to exert all his influence 
and authority with thofe cities, in bringing them to a right 
underftanding vsk^^C^*nafk i but neither arguments, in¬ 
fluence, nor the fal authmrity, could prevail. - Sigifmund*B 
menaces (erve^^ly to inflame them the more, and made them 
write imup letters to Eric, that breathed nothing but war and 
vengeance K • 

The empeiw, who thought his honour was enga^d in 
condudii^ this affair, and who was partitffilarly incenfed at a 
war undertaken to fruftrate the effe^ of his fehtence, now 
reiblved to go throu^ with die work he had begun. Accord'- 
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Thi ^ifiory of Denmark. I , 

ihgly he tent Nicoht Stocky one of the lords of A^chattf* 
her, to negotiate a peace, llie ambailador fet out^for Lua 
bee, where be declared to the fenate his iniperiai majefty’s in- 
ftrudlions. He jet forth, that his mafter was extrbmciy exaf* 
perated at the war declared againft Denmark, to the great §re- 
jifdice of all Chriflendom: that he Wsl& aftonilhed the fubjeda 
of the empire (hould, without his confent or knowledge, tal^e 
arms to prevent the execution of an imperial decree, coQtraiy 
to the laws and conftitution of the empire. He exhorted 
them to recal their fleets, disband their armies, and confent 
to a truce for flx months, during which a general peace might 
be negotiatedfon an amicable footing. Stock concluded with 
reprefenting to the fenate, that it was their intereft in parti¬ 
cular not to offend againft the laws of the empire, or to jpeur 
the difpleafure of his imperial majefty, from whom, they de¬ 
duced fo many advantages. He next went to the Holbein 
princes, and urged the fame arguments to them} but without 
effect. He then returned to L^ec, and demanded the fenate’s 
final refolution. This however they declined, under pretepce 
of its being requiHte to know the king's difpofition before they 
gave their anfwer. Stock, who was indefatigable in executing 
his commiflion, fet out for Denmark, and found Eric the 
very fentiments’ he could wifli. That prince defired nothing 
fo much as peace > he granted full powers to Stack to appoint 
a congrefs for adjnfting preliminaries. Accordingly the am- 
baifador fixed upon FUmhurg \ but this the Holfieinen haughti¬ 
ly reje^ed, demanding that the congrefs might fit at Nhe^ 
ing, which was granted. A truce was agreed upon, and eve^ 
thing feemed to confpire in bringing about the much wiftiedl^ 
for reconciliation. « * ^ 

This, however, proved otherwife. . Without regar^i^ 
the fufpenfion of hoftilitim,' the Vandal and Holfietn flew 
committed the moft terrible diforders, burning and plunder¬ 
ing the Danijh coafts and ftiipping, giving quarter neither to 
men, women, nor children. Eric was flicked with this per¬ 
fidy i but he refolved to fupprefs his r6(erif^.nt, and wait the 
efle^ of Stock*s negotiation. A fzfk cob^v was demanded 
for the deputies; but, far from attending to the iflii^ of the 
congrefs, or the articles of the truce, confederates lent 
amocher fleet to fea, with twelve thoufand fighting men, be- 
fides feamep, on ^ard. Their defigii was to lay fiege to 
Copenhagen ; but the coafts were fo well guarded by tbehihg't 
&at the enemy found a deftent impra£tlcable. Inftead 
of Idfing courage and preience of iiiind at the fight of ft)' for¬ 
midable an armamenn^ all the inhabitants of Zealand, and the 
other iflands, were ailembltd, arm'j put into the hands cX all 

thoft^ 
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tb^« «|o were able to ufe them, andrewards promtied ^o all 
dible wno ikoitld acquit ^emfelves fatisfadorily in the de¬ 
fence df their country. By this animated conoudi* all the 
enemy’s attempts were baffled, and not a Tingle Vandal or 
JH^eintr landed on the illands *. * 

^HE pirates were rn^re fuccefsful in Schontn and Norwaif ; 
for after having pillaged and reduced Landferam to allies, they ‘ 
^gor>pofieffion of Bergue^ and then retired with an immenfc 
booty to Wymar, Their lawlefs conduct, indeed, began to lytbt 
raife apprehenftons in the Holjiein princes and Vandal cities^ Vandal 
that the emperor would put them under the ban of the cm- 
pire. In order to appeafe his wrath, they had ^ourfe to in¬ 
treaties and fuf^lications, it being hnpoffible to excufe or pal¬ 
liate actions To contrary to the law of nature and nations. 

Thby publiQied a manifefto, fetting forth, that their view in 
declaring war againft Denmafk was only to preferve their own 
rights and liberties, without intending to countenance the * 
do£lrine of the Hitjptesy or proted pirates, whom they beheld 
as the pefts of foctety, and the enemies of mankino in ge¬ 
neral. They farther declared their readinefs to obey the fee 
of Rom^ his imperial maje%, and to afflft againft the here- 
ticks.^f Bohemia* They affirmed, that contraiy winds, and 
hot inclination, bad prevented their deputies from attending 
the appointed congrefs at F^ljlerbo: that t^ey were now ready ProbefaU 
to attend wherever his imperial majefty ihould command | ptadt fy 
but they intreated him to conftder, that, beipg the kinfmatl oUbe Hd- 
his Dani/h majefly, he wa^ an improper ju^e of their dif* ffein 
putes, fince it would be impofflble to avoid fome partiality mprimet. 
favour of thoib with w^h|m we are conneded. T^hey there¬ 
fore intreated him to name Tome other Geman prince for 
umpire, of to leave the decUioo of the whole ^ifpute to his 
^olmeft. Finally, theyreqimfted the bdhbp ofi^rz^arg to 
forward their requeft to the imperial throne. 

In conTequence of this mamfefto the emperor publUhed a 
decree, refufing to acknowledge the authority of the pope, or 
any other power|fot»ti>al or temporal, over a%'il afiatrsi within 
hts jurifdi^tion. ^He forbid ecclefi^ics from at all med¬ 
dling yrith riiSHfifference between Denmark and Holftein^ it 
being d cafe purely civil; and commanded the princes of 
Brandenburg and Lthunburg to aftffl £ric with all thw forces, 
and fay uyeiy way pofflble wligc die houfe^of JIMnnyo fub- 
mit to dm imperial decree. Sigi/mmd*» proceedings induced 
the pope to wtthdrayv the commHSon he had granted the 
bUh^ Cologne : ftil!» however, die JUbyieinere continued 
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of Deintiftti:. 

J? ■ aedi claim ; but to ihfw their defire of complying 
i^eem^ ^ commands, they confented to the conferent^ ap¬ 
pointed at Nicopin^j and attended there in perfon i but railed 
fo many obftrudiions, that nothing was detennined| th^ king 
leaving the final cdecifion to the emperor, and the princes Jto 

thspol«MA). . 7 

About this time the queen, encouraged by her fuccifs In 
defence of Copenhagen, and protection of the iflands, tefo^ed- 
to avenge the afFiont. She equipped a fquadron, on board 
which fhe embarked fourteen hundred land-fbrces, ordering 
them to pillage and deftroy all the country rouhd St'ralfund, 
Courage is ppc always attended With fuccefs. The enter- 
prize was attempted with fpirit, and the Stralfund fleet was’ 
vigoroufly attacked by theX)tfaer; but receiving ftrong and 
siiifhy^/ fcafohable reinforcements, they became fuperior in fo^ce^ 
dtjeated. made three hundred of the kirfg^s troops priibners^ and de- 
t flroyed fomc of his (hips, the reft efcaping under favour of 
the night. This mifearriage aifliCled the king in a very fen- 
iible manner. He blamed the queen for it, which fhe took 
fo much to heart, that it is juflly reputed the caufe of her 
death, which happened foon after. No princefs was ever 
more regretted by her fubjcCls, or admired by all for the mo¬ 
deration, fweetnefs, and true magnanimity of her temper ; ^ 
but it was when too late that Eric began to entertain a due ' 
fenfe of her merit. * 

In the beginning of the following year the cities of Straf- 
fund and R^ock, 'wearied out with a :cdious war, concluded a 
Stralfund f^parate peace with Denmark, wfltch they promifed to keep 
and Rof- .;<%takln (Vf- nn fnrir frtr ^CmmmrutarSnn'. 

tock make. 

four Lubee merebam-fhips, richly laden, three of which he 
took, the fourth efcaping with difltculty into the Trove. 

This year an ambafl^ arrived from Henry of England, 
demandinga renewal of the ancient a.4iance between the two 
crowns. The amba^or was chaiged in particular with in- 
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(A) P^MiirieUues, that£i-ir 
this year incurred the ill will'of 
his (iibjeas,.by coTniag large 
funs of mon^ greatly below 
the ftandard. The qneenobferv- 
ing the this produced on 

the minda of the people, fonnd 
matttr without the king’s 


knowledge?, to proenre a new 
coinage compenfated the 
bidfatelsof the former. -Oilier 
vmters place this event tlwee or 
Imr yeaii earlier: but we chnlb 
to follow the authority the 
elaborate and learned Pontemu. 
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in^itriM done to ^ J£ni^/h mer- * 
Bric\ uifwertotbe 
<«oiyrch*> fe m o aft i m ct ww l^ted and fenfibte* He vmdi» 
y:ated the honour of hit cn^wn, without derugaiing from the 
velp^doelbifev^: in awofd, thf alliance wan renewed;. 
bttt%e grievanco oonplaiiidd of remained unredieflU, be- 
6aitfie««hw required the plftiUbment of certain fijbjedb th€ 
crown or ' 

■ TA| SdvantiM of iucb an alliance weie rather imaginary JtrmN 
than real^ tht^ been mote beneficoT, would be more 

than compeniaanl by the lofEb on the other fide. Fki^/imri 
was fiirpriied the and the citadel clofely in* 

vefted, when Brk finuid meaiti to throw in feelBnable fiip* 
plies. Notwitbftanding tbit, the erincet> now in pofleffion 
of th^ci]^, obfiinately porfid^ in befitging the fimrefi | and 
at length the garrifon was forcgl to funeniwr, after fubfifiing 
for wodcs upon the flefli of dogs and borfes. , 

It was now expeded chat the dames of war would bare a* O. 
biased out with redoubled vigour i but it happened otherwiie. 
Thttiailandirst profiting by the difturbances in the Norths Tie 
and eger watchlul of every opportunity of egmodine their 
commerce, had eftabliihcd a footing in the Bdtic* All of zftr^t«ce» 
fudden theirtrade became fo confider^le, that they trafficked to 
all the pmes of Mt^covy% Livonia^ and Pruffia ) a brandh of 
trade formerly engrofied by thw hanfe-towns. • It was thb that 
firft q;)ened the eyes of ihe Vandid citiei, and made diem now 
demand peace more eagerly than ever tlw had ibught war. 

"’%iids deputies were iouned.-aiely lent to where they 

oi^luded a truce for five yean, durinjg which poper mea- 
•fiim Ihould be co:. ' ‘•t^for eftablifiimg a fond and firm 
peace. A agigrefs^/r^ unled to mea fi»r tlfis purpofeat 
Swinktrit and lib<rri > . ..je was in the mean time mutually 
permitted. 

PVf^Td^y'i that Brk appomfod commiffioners^ 

towards the clofc c irii^ ;'Lar, to cermioaice the di^rence be* 
tween the crev * of and Ditumrk*, They met the 

.EngUfit amba«:4uori' a " Unburg \ and here it was ameed» 

^tbat the EngH/h ' turn lhoo|d give muf^al fadsfoc- 
tion, and*indemn7^ .tus to each odber: .that all prifoneni 
ih(^ be mutual'* aafodx that perfims* of either naeton^ 
trading contmiy to'law, ffiouldhe pumfimd by deadi: finally, 
that pwpetual amiqr ihould fiibfift hetweea nniqoiW» im 
mutual affiftance be given, w|ien lequiced* This was the firft, 
treaty omduded between Et^kud wki Dnumri finee the 

’ ?OKTAU, I* (if* 
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burg. 


Dana «!6(;&4rWin out of Engbmd\ 
preily meikdoiied by Damjh or 

commerce bad been carried on long wore betweea^iiie' CUMT * 
nMtona. {c laighc poflibly have 4oo focox^c^dde fieri 
merit a particuliif treaty. ^ . s.. 

Kjixt year the conerefe fat at Smhurgi but nothtng^>inih 
^included. ^ Both panics were too hmdi in&med widb' paf* 
fion to reafon coolly on their imereft; accordin^y tt,wa^j^c- 
rogued, and fixed for the fbHowing year, when was Jhope^ 
their mutual refentments would fidmde. It appeared, by £ri^ 
aniwer to the deputies from StralJ^ni^ that hohri^ not forgot 
the hoftilities committed on bis OoaOs, and the tt^rm done 
«o his fubjras by the troops of that city. They now de¬ 
manded the liberty of trading with i?rmneri on the fame 
footing as before the war? and to th» the Iritig replied# 
they ought to refie6bhow late^ they had put foi^ Dana to 
. death in cool blood, whofe relations and* fiiends now breathed' 
vengeance j that for the refb, provided they would run the 
haaard, he had no ohje^Iion to tl^tr trading in hb ports ^ 
but he thought this notice due to hb own reputation, aa he 
could not anfhrer for the confequences. 

ComplAiatt About this time ceruun difturbances appeared in^^nfor, 
egaittjl which at firft gave die king but little uneafinefs, as they 
Eric in were only the murmurs of a few mdtviduals never to. be fa- 
Sweden. tiified. This at laft was the view in which the comt repre- 
fented it, though in fai^ the whole nation complained loudly 
of the ektorttons of the governors appointed by the king^^ 
while the court, contrary to Ihq treaty ^ Catinai% refidj'*^- 
conftantly in Demnark. They tieated tM pesple ISce Itat^, 
and condutSIed themfelves Hke petty tyrantr, deiljpotie hi pro- 
portion to thb duration and fimitai: of theilr autberity* Everyt 
day the evil increafod, new taxes were arbitrarily 
rigidly levied. The people carried their cmnplaints ho 
tlwne, parttcularty agtinft one yiffli* 4^» but they were 
imprudently rcjeSoiH with marks of coniempt, alt^dief 
, infupportame to the fpirit of thin ftee and'warlike npikuw 
Engelbert J^aUcjarUdks broke out bito open invei^ves, and JE!sfe^ 
a^t of midc, influence, and c a** ya ge , mdcvtook 

g® over to .Drnnum^end - pteid tbeft caufb; ,lHte<iSitfepidl5r 
ifttp. aaeufod before iheki^ toifoifce bit head 

‘ if he'did isot undemably^psovpcvety nmteriatdmumfiaa^ 
tim cluMpge^ '!]|gHS bw monftranee was altogailict* 
without cflb£l« Eru wrote to thp fimate to (end (nfcmcr pen» 
flm toingmre itite%^V cbododl^ buewtihQiit'di|>fod^ 
him Wore he was foui^ guiby l^the court, and a (peci^ 
coTnet*^*’^ ifliied fmr that puipdw. Tlmdcputtes went to 

I* ». » 



gnikf of divuiiiai of vMilte 
»ij Mida .ii|cqatt, to iblidt hiii femovat and puni(hdR«iW. 




\ Tikis li^ i«^ 4idk acdour aiid finedoA of fpeecfs, that 
/^UHjuog fnldd hiBi hi& pr^pict^ and ordetad him to leav6 
M^amarL I wUi| itplM but to return iQ 

kftt Awimer;*’ ^ 
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rn'T^ Jia/tmidii^ ever watchful of tifetr liberties, and 
like SMBowedonefliaiaa of oppreffioitk were no Amncr informed f'*. 
of £s^«A#i*i^i«e»ptioit, t^ ebof desired of redreft without 
0 obaatgeof gOpeMunestt. bwas thwe^ revived to throw off ^ 
m fokas becMW hift spp uftatoley and nthdf eordie fNee men ^ ^ 
wi^ their mow iniikerf bands» fbah to live lUce Haves under 
Ibe of tfnMhft. They afleoiblfd in vgwhtt nambersi ehoft 
Engt^rt for their leidery entered witd deteraimed 

to extermitfate all the XXmwiO Imnmdktety'tbe fenate was 
alarmed at their pmceedings; th^ went In ^rfon to pre- • 
tail- on the Ikilm»lUm to remnr to their doty, but could 
previM oafy on eoadition, that they flaould be eieempted from 
all taxes, and obedience to Jgfin, 

Howiver formidalde fliM an iiiihfre^oi|fnil|Ht ai^kcaf 
to other^ certain icfs, it gave the king no great difrurbance. 

Nothing caUs nmre loudly for the attention of a ptince than 
the juft comphutttr of an imured people; but Mnc WaS 
wrapt up'in negmtetionSy ana whtdfy Swedtn for 

the iotereft of Dmmwd, Inftead of rrafemilg the grievancei 
DtUecarUsnsi, he was wafting his ttmePin ufeleft de> 
srith the//l^^y»aAdi^Mh/deputies; tifelefs becaufe 
jo^nd pi^ufHce dwayed b^pnd reafbn and intcreft. 

'hw cotkdicionaoo wmim the malcoiitefits laid down their 
aiwM, ssele fid, fi^huhs 1b that, relying ^n the pro* ha>)ir/. 
tcSfonof thecouic^ be eaterted df Vengeance 

fe'Jiit power, Hecontrivediidwtaxes, and made it capital"^ 
lo reftkie paymefkt on n ecttainv day, without regard to the 
abUscy of the delinnoent. 'ftitt sms the caufe of a new in- 
furit^on; but ftill the lidhieiierof die fetiate [Prevailed on 
th^ Uj down tbek iniis; <m being fensofved 

feea die foeeimeieiit, and r pmaiile made that every de* 
rnemd' opdMhmt sddt^iaW'ffiKxddlw 

Itefied s»be ie*elhddfflled» i^|teh a re- 
pom piswaMihabiheltli^ copufliQi (here- 

beUitw wf dB^ 0dkiariim<t loMkcdnitety they flew a third' 
tfameeowmt, fssea^ diey svbiild:Dw*«f^y diem^dtm ontU 

Ike Jhinitlft ydkd« 

f FoRjiAR. k Ulitrhi. 
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*■ * «t dieir heid:. j^led diein into 

and fiediKed a itiest number of plion» wwdk fii 
whole flKkiC of pea&nti to bia ftmd^. The fidhsifr of 
Wtftwma jAati himi he maichtd imo XJpkmSa^ jimd wil^ 
ihort lieie ledeced the whole opuntiy. Hb oonou^ indu^^^ 
oto piovincet to revolt^ or rather hii ptomlfes to agilifli 
tajceiy and difinantle all the fertrefl($ ereAed by tfaia hil% and 
his erednxifors, to fecure their aeihqri^. .In t xm» ^9 
whole Kingdom was in a fermenty and hid the ay 

« I of liberty was heardover all Aiodm. By im,;kin|^aorder the 
fenate aflembled at to i^ibetate upon the means oC 

luppreflbis^ tumult danzeroos to govenuncnL Bngelkirt 
informed m thisy maidied (ecretly at the head of a b^ of 
tfoopSy entered the aflemblvy and puldidy declared, that he 
wasd^ermined to ddiver the nation, fitan the yoke*uader 
wdiich it bad zroanOd for Cbini^earB palled. Heialdy that from 
, the days of Majrnus the fulled had been wantonly oppreffod 
widi tiaesy and expofed to all the imuftke and feveiity ai 
ub^ that petty tyrants could fuggeft He added, foat k 
was aftonifhing the. fena^ which mould be firft in redieffing 
thole grievances, ffipuld temain inadive, and fuftr others to 
gather thofe taurels which muft necefl^y refult eyen horn 
the attempt to refcue one’s county from ilaveiy. To this 
the fenate anfwered. that th^ could not conceive the honour 
confequent on Withdrawing mtir alleeiance from a prince to 
whom thw were bound by iolemn cams. ** The tog, fe>* 
plied Engelkrt fhaqdy, has made promifiw by his corons 
tkm oadiy which he makes^q fcniple of breaking. 
oath is founded cm the •performsncie ef hbi you pi 
alleetance, provided he goyCrm *accocduig to law. 
he done lb r Are th^ governors the *iii0niinenjti of huww 
ful authority? Has he fulfilled by his refideoce among; 
us, the chief article of the treaty of union ? Are not^qiW') 
revenues fquandered in Dtnmari^ and ourfelves eidUved 
by Danes f Obferve Kow..wcH he has kept hisoto, and 
yet you are denied equal ]ibei;ty«’* 

Still the fenate perfifted In thek obedience, and ufed 
many arguments to (hew how dangerous it was in die Ml ib 
vidate an oath.. They bid that ^ breach of onoKlrtito did 
not abfei^ the fu^em from thjtir duty, .impe in dial cafo 
there would be end to idl gpvemment, it bang impolfihle 
to find a tog wWwoiild adbae in eycty particular tohbpio-> 
roifes. in a word, they^flood up for die divine right of Idags, 

dsetr fodep^dency, and the bol ooafequeocea of 

ibeir condu£^ to the judgment of their people. Enraged at 
ti^eir difeourfe and argpmenw infovour of defpotifm, the^jp- 
^ nerms 


Engel- 
bertV 
jpeeeb to 
the fenate» 
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luc-l** 


“Mte* - 

.1 <iin, «’Tb wA I Mnlfar. 
mtlto or tyranny^ idl wbo p» 

, ootimi poigMrd ftall to 

^ Y i^tfiVgtolttto^ toeaft of tlie wft mm who oppofet pto* 

’‘^HK htoiiyT, Terrified wMb fiTl^vtomiei^, the fenate 
paM/aft adl, wliei% ^ lefjpuM their allegiance to* 

Idnj; ^ ; 

‘ wMMwl aeidier %efi[^ nor valour. He Arf,, 

taiew to of the ^refent temper of ^ttt jhuut 

people. Acpcddiagly to (eitod up^a^ nainber of the king’s 
garrifons, peodtraied fodie peovii^bf and redu^iMi^M. 

Wtrrdbirgt md Ito loUtottmts of 

Sthuun alone had relUtttidii enoii^ to dppbfe ibemftlvet 
againft the gtoend tmceiit of ftodHon. ‘T 3 k^ tpok armsf and 
determlhed to difoute the pal&ge of die malratentt into dto 
province. £ngilhrt drew Up m army wl&in fi^t of them, 
aod both pardes were feparatm cxitf by a fmall mcr. Every 
hour ft was expeded would produce a bloody adion i but 
ioBie of the nobility fiom each army having hdid a cmfe- 
renoe^ ^ treaty of peace w>* ooneliidm, whento the Swtdn A. Dr 
and Sttomur/agreM to live in aiiihyandfi:leit|d^ \ and that, 1434. 
if cither pf thm renotuKcd this alliance, they Ihoidd give 
dmelyindmation of their deton. 

On EngiWerft return to aflSpbled the ftaiei general of the . 
kingdom, and here gbvdRior of Stodt^ht attended 

in & Id^aname. Tae great point debated at the diet waa 
utm^ of tto ktng|h forteems, whidi EngiBert piomiled 
«ji>*o(monfli. It tooke up in d^utea, without other iuue than 
fodef^ne the mfitual ai^ptofi^ totween tto king and hit 
ped^. in foppocting'dte mp!i pretogadve, tht^oilcerB of 
theetown oidfrcgarcm their own inteitft^ percmdng that 
any tdtrmdhment of the tomer utoild of couife invalidate 
dlilatok,' and reduce their amhOiaty, unfiipportcd by a mili- 
tabfovcc, to a meie fludow of pom. 

Ati. i&ia while the iung emi latteriog hknlelf, diat this 
iudden tumult, which arofe fioOi a gufi .df paffioai, would of 
fobfide into the wiitod-for tranquiiikv; but wton he 
waa faderaopd tba^he to washroke^up, without determiniog 
upm tttmfidha tor etobiifideg peace, that the nnkon- 
aeMi were ftfil In Ma, fie detminto to uib toce, ind com* 
pid them to toordiiQr. Ha tomdlbr wto a for- 

amfaddefQUadroo'} bm heaven would fito to tove thlStn 
whli the mendt of liberty. His |em Uws feparated ip .ajem* 
pofi, tod togiiiito the wmvei^* With 4, 

* Foi^a. I»sz. Fovvaii. 0 ie. 1. ?• 
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^■fiagte fiitp '£r 4 c difiieulqr 
where be wai kamedlateW invefted E^elberfs 
difconceried )» t)iis unfortum^e ac^id^, ht 4tb*' 

taimnz by permafton what be .^und was noc te N S^uicd kfA 
compidfian. ^e demanc^d In interview with ieij0l^^ 
^id ct|ief nobility of the' i^akn i«.aind having this r^ii^ 
granted, be intreatcd them tp acquaint him whi^ Inotivai 
^Quld Lndu&e them to take arail hii8» intf i^ndmipe 

the allegiance they had (worn. Wim ooeqmke, ttie diet OBadf 
aflfwcr, that their intenuchi was not tb direw.idF their atle- 
but defend thdr lihoty atrd the piivikges which l|p 

^w* __J. _ 


glance, ^ ^ . 

^ folpmhSy fivora to mtttntain'at his coronation. They inf 
itfted that what they had 4one was a^eaUe to the laws of 
nature and nations^ in teftknoey of which thc^ to^ ail fine 
nations to wicoefi. His majefiy^ fejj^y was by no meins 
, tisfadloryi however, a tnic^'for ode year, or,*as Mtur/m^ 
alledges, ontij die Spllowihg f^ring^ was concluded » aficf 
which Eric returned to Iknmurk. 

A. D. No fooner was his msjefiy depsHted than a new diet was 
1435. held at and Ev^^^t declared prince of all St^dm* 
Crapdm firoii with this unexpeded refahitfoo, difpatcbed 1 «» 
teri td the ai^inbly, acouainting them ihit he had ^(Fairs of 
the lall confequencG to lay before them. A meeting was iq»* 
pointed at ‘aiid'htti^^f><^#^^ came attends by the 

grand mafier ^ the TtuUmc Order. In their tarns dtey ha¬ 
rangued the ^embly with fo much eloquence and energy of 
argument, that they^ obtained a decree for accommodating, 
matters amicably with the ftingr A bdl of grievances WOs 
drawn up and prefinted to Encj^isgott whicS he a^fenddedll^ 
^ Z>n»i> diet attd delme^ upoq meafuics ^ 
jua/tsTj fffipgiijg to an ifljie tfaw nowfoftmsdilfmte. ^Thea^ensblf : 
XZjwJ/A acM on the 4th’ day of Afiay, and the king wmt before ^ 
^ejenaif. ^ StackhiBttf Where, hi ithe prefisnoe (rf* tweSut 

' fenators, be rcdrefTed thepuhlic gihwahces, received a pm* 
mife, that 9II ^he taken from him ihouM Iw wibm ; 

diat he^ouldbe acknowledged lung df ^ciwfieoh^ tmnii 
of his corottetion oa^ i and that he Aiould fwcar efiefli ne¬ 
ver again to ^vicdtie ‘tpp laws, >r attempt encrqach in cto 
privileges of the pec^e. fw iE&Reft«v4 the af* 

tertor of liber^, it 

Ihould cltyJ^iiifiu'wH^ m hh ipveit to tfa« 

ftpwn at his death ' ' • ' --'v . '^IPhAci 


<A) Awoew ndatm, . fiWt IScftN ilie t!eMnqir*if^t^ pAp^ 
frfe m not in Smdm her (t). ife wat no (ofoisf 
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Proinilei • 

Inidn of. coitrib^ inten^ ’ pnk 40 ^ipTwer cenath pi#< „ • 
pnhi’ loHpcdi^ljf He turned, out A« 4 ^ 4 ^ gCMfWrUbrs a|;>- .j 

io the dmereot^fcn^ihxH and.€pi»mltted thefe '^^‘ 7 Lu*!^n- 
«$)prt3pt tfufts. to foreigners».,<ltfi ituchmenthe 

avk^ a Imoui coittra^alaronfrd«A 1 * 

^fmdm i iept « dfputatidh 4 p- Mr^ df ten hf ^hk 
principal Ipid^ ihe ^li^ to.tMH^^htpinaiperrdniihli ob« 
ligation^, and oot deftroy |n a ijpo«Mt a comp^,, ^ l«(tilt 
of tnuch liHour andhlood^d^THii^ tot^ 

ferve, that the Skonks were p^eSly di^ii^ 10 «rti|i . 

Relate trea^; hut they would bai^rdfvery thiogfrawer.theii 
ITupport th# I0& of liberty/ ju hru J^ received chena with 
indiiFerence, and on tbeir a 0 vin»r|g an ur of Aufieri^y ftptiedi^ • 

that he vfu refolved noa to bejtOiNtrndd hi* fab}e^ He 
Ictiew the machinatians of ijelip hid excited 

ibe nobility to there ieinQnilfptipt|s» W^ld take Caie iif 

From hence it was wioaa.ip, ^.,.de{»iMh^ lhat hid 
fbrwed a plan forirovernaa^dorpotTcally, anduihathe breaf}^ 
nothing but Vengeance for wti^tfra$|>a^.., His tiWsing'Crsp}- 
Tm, .^to wbdin he owed his re.-Cl^liAinidttr fit SweSm^ out of ^ 
the aOveritpeni of ofily bccats(e< h» eondu^ was 

ntb^fate and agreei^ to the Deo^4 hit phWing a Dani;^ 
'.gentleman ^ a oitferei^.diijilVh^pil^^ his place» tog^herhridi 
srthtn|ahd Qihci^raui|i^i|<gdH jlI cortctdrr^ tp convince tlw 
• ;ihat $u^e coilki om^anjoy h^pineft ttndar iif^. 

\i^ait in^ fhe natioit ha^ened &bfi;*> 

,.^]^\,td^^tbe)r, dep^catioii} folt ^ king iminedtawly rein*- 
fecM the' garriiTon ak .and Ibdn af^cr went In periba 

a‘llroitf left tp ^ppfe all the ^wtMjh governors. Not 
mtenj^.vSh thia inirad^n of the lace peace, he comtohted 
the ftiolft h<^OTiouf enorntUiC^ iia pilteng at^ ravaging the 
i^ntrjr, ^d adtroying a great nuwDer of town* and viV* 


Ik* ftf«:r itifeb piridy to g.,* 

iT^niftir ATurhw pm 

^rndmim 

to cpasphua ^ the tpyur^ d#a W didm 

i^the l^^ matt thae wa Jiave had 
If pi&adcm%ii pl^^iel to oCcaGon to rebice rb oer aboount 
Um; omtaiidi^ 'Ui fohftanca of dm cuifits of the revolt. 

V4 ty 
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ly Oe kite lolnhiilr 

luiowlilflAutib^^rngnty*. , 

rctom 10 Denmark^ ho 

OB hil jfitmtk w T 'He doubted not but e revoh fiisi|^ilklln£iiiQ> 

» iuceeed <lliat had happened in Siifidm: he'<5pnfiiyi#^ 
muwk had been for the fpape ,of twefitf*nine 
war arith houfe ef HAJlnn^ ana upwards of nind' j^eitta 
Dsith ^ ctiiea of VmidaSa^ without gaining ^ '€dA(8derdb!<r 
•dvaotace* to counteihalance the immenfe ’^dOt^iUbnbii: of 



to ao upeement wl^ that faoitlf• that jSM^m fhould enjojr» 
diirin^isliih, that part ef thec^tcl^ of Siefwclt^ of Irhira 
he was now in p^eflfamt tether idtb the iilafid Fenuren^ 
« and ahe Lfjfir Ftufitndi wh^ hts heirs fhould lifcewife enjoy 

fx two yean adier hisdaoeafe ; but that alter tbh time the 
teing pMwnri^ and the hpoTe of Ibould rtcOiilider 

Ibw (everai dainw to the duichy of Sa^icki and adju^ to 
each their rights* Other otaufes ame annexed to this treaty, 
refpaSih^theheBsagetobepddhyjf^^ and there efta- 
Uifludent of tilde. Upon the whole, It was apparent, that 
ErU warned only to fuq^d thit war, leaving fhll mc^ foi 
commencing hpmlit|es aa fiiuf as he fomid it niicejBiiiy; ' 

It was next thoh^'necef&yry to accqpnii^ate mtctenarltl] 
the northern bVde-towni % nor were ^ 
l^ic, ZMwafory, and IP^hM^kAn^ward In malunk dieii 
luhsudSon, havti^'feditt eXpeticBee of die ^poftandi^ tin 
J>mi^ trade to tl^r welbhmg. they rntrested thtrl$b tt 
pardon the mult they commitm in brenuwwitR him, Ij^dtt 
reflorethera to didr former'priyilega of commit 
was juft what £rtr defiiifed t yet he ardiiUy made foeit^ dffi 
culty about grantiog ftidr letpieft; with vdiidt he 
compited, on thek i^mmife of ^ying hhn a ^rly;)^ e 
npiiey, by way of liberation for ithe «Uiia#ei ftilnm h 
Dmmiarkl ■. ^ \ ^. >m •• 

Ht H^THBXto Bifk hid livid m pet^ blriilonv»wddi hi 

nls ivHi Daniil^ (htjeds $ httit dip plan' he c d h eM t ed ftir ftdfo th 
toUaailhfitoeeffion, made hh heft mends ift'ilf. h Wit'm i ml h 
/tti^s 4rlembled at that he fhft brelm ^mpMOett H 

Mwmumyretforthf that Im was nmeadvai^^ merfiom 

«jugkir forty yean dieweightof aiiipIeqowD, totmml 
heeame unequal. That fbr this fiahm1m'’belbiijf|hl^^^ ^ 

* • Mshas. I. V. ■ 



M9 tbtiiioedBon on Mr. fteadded, tlfift|H^I*omer». 
primaira.in tlie llo#lvof bet^dbletodtred^«i<*'>r» 

ittkority duui lie «pm» and merited ij|ie diftingvithiim ^ 
regud of Dammrk^ at he bad everlbewo die moft inviolable^’'’^* 
attachaaent to the intelhft of the hiogdom in gen^, ^ trL.ji 
iodtvidttale. Although the diet waa not fiirprtbd at ^ 
thie propofitiod« having bdbrehad Sequent indmati^^die^*”^* 
iung^i imantieii, yn they expcei&d thafiTdlvei diflktU&dl wi^ 

It. They told inaie%, diet dieir M fnm to heaven 
would be to pnferve bit nujefiyt life, during which thejf hid 
00 tboughf* of ehufing another |meee^ I t9t that If It 
pleafed bis mtjefty to abmte» ootfinuy to the eaneft defim 
of bis fufajedt, the right of ele^oo dmi devohred upoh them* 
and they would never permit %fundanientil law of their eondSl- 
tution tobereveriedy by making the i^htof fboceSon heredl* 
tary in dieciown.* An anfwerfiiea|iwdt<imviiieedifffiK^^ 

U would be Ifttidels to irifid upon hii iei|aeft i he tberalbre wav¬ 
ed it for a new propofitioii. TUtwaldistthey would allow 
him to chufe fo^perfoo to aiSft him in the gpvemment of die 
kingdom. To chu die diet replied* that he eertaiitly hid a 
rigm to appoint a ooa^utory provided the peiion fbtsd'upon 
iMidd dwive from tbenco no cUim to me crown. They 
lOcewifo dcclaredy that the lnfl|g was a| Jtbaity to comndt tho 
govern men t^ ^drong hoUeandgamfeotof the kingdom 
tofiKdip«foiiiasbedicaightproper\ • 

Wiramtn* infifting foacher on diefo puticultrsy BneBeuntb* 
withdrew foddenly inco^^w^ without giving die Imft in- draws 
tim a rinn to the fonate* as v he imetided to abdicate the ^ 
throne* Upon thewid notice of his retreat* ^ fenite fent a 
depoetdoo* intreadog him not to exp^the kingdom to frdth 
tnmesby his ahfoncet and'fopndcmii^ to him that itwould 
be more enpedient ft> prooeed whh diligence to where 
^ had oonvoM a general <det. Althongfa Eric took 
fainlil^eoQoefitlBfkeiniirellof Ins people* ytt be was pre- 
vailed on to return to Dmmrh Pfmsbly his ambitioo'Was » 

-di0U|^» fora dme, obfeured by ^ 

, On itis fbturn he made feveral promotions I'marfc, aad 
of he c o mmi tted in chaige die for- ras/e! fa- 

todtike‘&r-r«mir^ to 
MR, thm m Ofmd.Uh€tpttn^ ^ made governor of 

fmiiihVy hod to duke IrraHfidius he g^ve the government dtifs/m 
tmtiAiin I n'pDefoKttcie or foreknen no wqy ptei£ng to^raji, 

• PoafTsa. t. la. ^ Mavas. !• v« edsm Poxtah. IHd. 
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*^* Ji »9 and fe(ialvi^,J^ M trying gep^ini|tho^. 
if«n^ vieyn a ieaa to ijit* Itog.'was drawn uipi iminding 

oatA he had tpli;^ and intimatthg ^ terolution^jli' t^iU^ntet 
ttwedifli M fwunce their allegiance^ if he fvf^d in^olhuattjiu^ 
^iurt. What h» .iiia^r%*f anfwer wa« we are nnt informed}, hiSo- 
siafii«ni^ jelalty that he foon afteawent to Stwihfiin with 
hit ncfhew JS^ifituSt and pecTifted in rendering himfelf ictoxg 
lU^iopulat. Here it was that be reft>]ved to r^im jfirnpn 
toJStig^mf the.govesiior<of Stock^wfm having aTrj^y iwohi 
nllegiancB to that prince* This news was received w^ equal 
dhtutadion by the Dauts and SWidis ; both began to taie 
aBcafures faa&cttrins tbeh liberties, but the Swedts firft began 
difKit operations. Engdbtrt was again allied to by. the po> 
nulace: he railed , fqrcett nod marched with the feiij||(e to 
fftKkb»tm^ the gates of which wmo again(| him the 

f iyernor. The fenate demanoed entrance, and were refufed^ 
hey^xt demanded to^ (peak with theconfuls of the city, 
who wcw feot to them^ and confined*- A^ter thlt they de^ 
Aaaded to know %-.what,attthw*>ty Ihch an aifrQQt was put jup 
the&nate, and were anfwered by.ocd^ of the court*. '|'hjs 
wasa 4goal forlmmUties^ isul immejliatHy the city, was.sn'* 
vefted by Scarce had the hege began, wben^he cb* 

lizens, impaitentat the confinement of their magidtates^tewh 
up awns, fidbed ppon theguet, aodepene^ them to. 

/uri, who^ marchn^ih with tm lena^ and ms fomes,^ cre&d 
his ftandard in jthe iparket'plaoc, Invitti^ all tl»^4iendi ^ 
isberty and thdr coimtry to nata^^ciji^dvea iinoeaii,f ^yhe 
grcalerjpaiit of the. Ii)habitai^.idie)3 /^er]y«tajbi(n* 4p^ 
upon ail the advahtggcxwA polsii. and drove the gltverpM^igto 

p^muid^^ tfyJ^0ih 
was ravhhed with the profiis^^Of his countHes being delivered 
from tho'Jkmi/b yoke. Imhfd bienfetf to feiiatiet,#qd 
entered, into ah their 


nnd' 


each was % ;c< 
were Jir^d u^ 


; mandkig, nnd ea^ M teth n^e^^d witb 

^kaia.miwlMioo ofi h#di tipwi 

waa lupporead W eiijit^hiiity $ Thp 

. ter by the gemternen «»d .^Jj^thbateiir 

pnotpeomifiM bp * idrution.hr pop^ . grmd 


en aii|Mpk«he iwi^tuaai girtilbi^ and the /< 

^olt w t)w Itmiji gpvcflWtii 
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»i ) # n xtr nrfaR iie4wsiniinM^r«hf«t^ 

«rtei«ivlls henmm 0 l^mitnd 0 $tA^ S mm 
aMifjs, ItwoSaSi 

.MOQe<BurTMenlMep<»«U thc^mcHlwstf ihis raroiitt)iM| 
mW ftiftlMve 'moaditM lo roliM ihenpastiodiart^ iftlha 
Uftdtf «r SwMtuy. 4MciiBn( it it fix ijurpmipoCe, tkiMhi 
ifi{pr«tie0dii^ • oniil war i»ight«ii&a £ppm ^ wuMidi 
aifl ? iiflwitof thaicrwalst ^wbibobm a geneol dktM/^akmy 
tnd mimd abcluag la ay^aar tUn if* parAn. 
bnocd tba ihvkattoQ» an4 waat attended )?p a 

4^ tad nebilitt. |}ere it wat Aipidatedfibat 

ail doKrcAM ao4 ibiwfa be f at wtt> tllaiundiaf mi- 

live StumUsi4^ (beiciqi; Aould takp a Atfli oatb t» §»•• 
ienretlia ffriviliigct and HaainiiitMi^the peopk; andabal 
be leottld tieaer fra^ mm fnfi proAt anf A)n|gii* 

en whawvtri wbUn tbin tunita of lha Smdi^ mapafcbjrf 
Upon bit coB^enufig m tbafe candiinaaK be wai again de- * 
tiarad king of Stmdmi and ether diAtttitiict wit midnclded «n- 
tit the next diet, appeinicd ipbebtidaB (be^of 
fUioawig at &iaultn^^\ 

£MJC wat nnw nnea more n^wd tod^abfone nf Ibw* 
fdoii^iit mradarleA «Ubrni9i«xtt ooeutrad in4(hM«Mf|g the 
tranquility of that bidgdoni* Thefis we fhall ttAtm inibair^d ginmJ 
weper plaec, nod prom dMie to the gPnpral diet nf the 
kkigdonH fummontod nt 43iftner* aift pnded ^ 

dietv wna a eonfivmaawa of the trea^ of jwioo imade in the p ^ 
UBt, feigp. To that aqtm treaty went Ai^wnod a iKWabet^,,**^ 
nf Mar daadn>.tbe pfOcipai-of whioh wore, that the 
j b e n id ftameno fwardirwi but what* received dw fan^iefi of 
tilt diet pf ihiAlian|dom for wbichtl^ Were ma^: Tbit 
bogdoni ifmild fw^tn Jioe in jMirpetnalliMceniMl 

K ity; That the gaaod bodiff nf <ea6h bi%doin, nouid pwt 
^an ail coniga naimd hefere the king: That in the bing*a ah- 
fmtin, thit aa^ilhntn flMtd riB it ifen tbia perfon is each Idi^ 
dim: Ttutttbcfmahainelielpotfbi he h»CQadjn(or> nn4 
prdide ever tteetteeidivnito At the pntiid bailiff did tm the 1^ 
gMothe tadiorrtr: Tliat ogiy p pHonetti wn^ in Ibeiaiianni 
ttpndlitiwion, dipiild be nbofati nanftMa of tbfe boniboldt m 
HtottroBnw in baigdeiiis Tba» ibebing fboobl vi^ 
m adMt it |M tbcae ngwmmr |«ai in taeb Ungde^ 

tiait bo dttm nbm ^ <4M hf A fenneU ffdtaren dm 

docBflf end) flMatt^'Oddfndgelh piMhn iliodl|iitieof goer 

i^eulatt: Tlk|t when bp ie t hi e gio n ed wlb h dbiitgn wai^ 
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' the Arcs af^ thne kingdoiM Hull mile in hh 4efea6es 
That at the deftion of a new king* befida the avcfabffli^, 
two bifhops, grand bailifis, and stand marechai of eadi 
kingdom, there fhall likewife attenp at leaft twen^4tx per* 
font from each fpnate to give their votes : Ttiat provided 
the decoded king (hSll leave a legitimate fim thought capAle 
of *reisning, he Ihall be cbofen to fdcceed him; but if he 
IbouMleave more (bns than one, the ftates lhall chuftg him 
whom they believe moft deferving of the crown, without re- 

g ird to feoiority: That in cafe the male line became extind, it 
ould be in tiu; power of the fenatort, and great officers above* 
mentioned, to clod a ftranger or native of the country: 
That ihould lr*hative of the country be fixed upon, they might 
proceed to elc^ion in the maiuier following; firfr, the 
names of the three kingdoms (hould be written on as mmy 
pieces of paper, and plai^ before an infant of twelve months 
old, and the elei^qrs proceed to chufe a king out of that 
kingdom whofe name has been taken up by the infant: 
That if the eledors difiered among themfdves, they (hould 
chufe four perfons from each kingdom^ two ecclefiaf^ks, and 
two laymen, to, meet in a certain place, after fwearing 
they are ignorant of the buiinefr they are fent upon, and that 
perion'Chould be king whom they have unanimoufly fixed ujpon, 
or after reafoning the cafe, agreed upon*. Such was the 
new treaty of union*concluded at between the three 

northern crowns, at which it is prohafaie did not prefidc 
in perfon; for wer are iold that he foon after fet out from 
Dtmmrk for the ifland of Getbian^ in order to be nearer 


tht enCwnz Swidijb diet. It ia renfllrkable, that he carried 
a large body of troops with him, all tni^jewels of the crown, 
the immenfe weJch treafured up by bis ar ceftoit, gnd heapi 
of manuferipts and deeds; nor did he forget his mifrrefr 
Cecilia^ of whom he was paffionately enamoured 
7ht Swe- 'I'hs Swed^ diet met at Calmary but were not favoured 
dilh diet with the king’s prefehee; upon which they deputed a number 
ajimifles. of bifhops, and great officenof the kingrom, to intreat the 
frnate or Dettmark to labour, in conjundion with them, in 
prevailing on his nfs^efiy to come to owedoi. JB^V'^diere waa 
an equal mifunderftanding between his majef^ and hHJEfan^ 
fubjeds, who compiamed, tbgt he was making continual ef¬ 
forts to place his nephew of Pmerama oa the throne 4 ffiat 
he gave away all po^s of profit and powac >to Germans ; in a 
word, that Iw infringed, in divers particulars. Ids coronation* 
oath, and treaty of union at CbJSmd/** 
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F11IBIK6 Dmmafi In the fame fituation m\x\t Swidtiu 
ih»ik|Nttiea addrefied fhemfelves diredly to his majefly, ana 
received a&am and fiircaftic anfwer, which font them back 
greatly ^h^dsned. However, their voy^;e was not withcMit 
its ^vantaaes} for if they could obtain nothme from the kiog» 
at leaft conneded themfelves more ftron^y with the 
nifit nobility. Their mtitual difcontedts were of a nature 
fimiiaif as became hazardous to the kine j and it is afiirmedy 
that on this occafron the firft plan for plowing the crown 
on Chrtfl^hir of BavMria was concert^ between the twa 
kit^doms.'^ 

This year the demy of Denmark and fent letters 

to the council of Bap, complaining, that in Dtnmark diere 
was a Nerwegian biihop, and in Nerway a native of Denmark 
raifrd to the fame dignity, both chofen canonically; but the 
people refofed to obey themf They therefore beiougbt the 
fothers of the council to grant them powers to make an ex¬ 
change, for the repofe of both kingdoms, which was accord- 
ingly granted. 

The year following Eric difmem b e re d the ifle of Rugen 
from the crown bya grant of it, which he made to his ne- 
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trom tne crown ova grant ot it, wnicn ne maoe to nis ne- |. 
phew Bugijlaus, This increafed the difoontent of bis Danijb gric 
futjeiSs, and occafroned the meeting of a new diet, at which groMs the 
his condu^ was canvaifod with great freedom. The chief ijU ^^Ru. 
grievance, for which they fohght redrefs, i^as his introducing gen to the 
foreign foldiets into all the garrifbns of the kingdom, in or- ef 
der to pave the way for his nephew BugijSm to afcend 
throne^ and raife a civil in the kingdom. EnVs deputies 
remov^ this dfifiiculty bya folemn promife, in bis name, that 
all. foreign foldiers fhddld be removed out of the kingdom 
within twcbmonths? a promife that was never performed, 
and indeed intirely forgot, among,other diiluibances that fol¬ 
lowed. 


These commotions had their firft rife in the province of 
TVret^yfleli and from a circumftanee iingulir enough. The 
peafrino refufed to pay the ufoal tithes to the clergy, alledg¬ 
ing, that they Were informed the p^ bad af&mbled a coun¬ 
cil at BaJtTTt^ reform the abufes of Uie dergy, arifing from 
their ehftrmous wealth : they were defirous, Sey faid, of co¬ 
operating with the pious intention of his holinefs, and would 
therefore not make any addition to the wealth of eccleAaftics. 
But this was no more than the harbinger of greats dif* 
turbances. lo JiAiani the peafants revolt^ againft the no¬ 
bility, whom they accufed <w tyranny and oppreHRon not un- 
juftly i and the defei^on was fo general in this part of Den- 
mark^ as not to be fupprefted cither by gentle methods, or by 
' - force. 



^ force. It was Aifp^ed the kkig was at the botten^oC 
affair ‘y but he laboured to juff^ himfelf» and, ifide«i»r it 
would; be difficult to affign reafons for fuch a 1^ 

ihoit) matters werepu&ed to-fuch eKtiiomities, that'the no¬ 
bility were forced to take (heit^c with the Hol/imn ^cet 
^ainff: the fury of the peafaats; had to put city ofifn&y:> 
fiiben% and ifle of Ame^ among other places, into the handt. 
of Adclphus. ^ ^ . 

A view tf SJ^EDEN was in a ft^tc flill kfs tfanquH. Cunit^ had 
tbeaffaitt dirediion of public affairs,, by means of Which he gr^ 
rich, inlblent, and deteffsd by the ^people. The grand bai»» 

* liffF Nilfottt and feveral of the firff nobili^, formed a* league 

agaiott him,^and engaged the Dalecarliara and TVirmtlandtaiti 
to take arms. But Canutfon was oot long in revenging hioi* 
felf. After defeating Daltcarlimsy he furprifed the grand 
bailifiF in bis bed, and conduced him prilbner lo Orehr9^ 
o where demanding of him whether he would furrender the gar* 
rifons in his hands, fear made Nilfm reply, that he not only 
would do that, but likewife ferve the marechal in any diing 
elfe he deffred. Many other commotions appeared in Sweden, 
The arcbbiffiop Qkuf was poifoned by order of Canutjiit^ 
and things tended faff to anarchy and univerfal confuiton; 

. This,, however, is not the place to dwell on the affairs of 

$Mitden, with which, we have nothing to do^ but as they are 
CQOnedted with thiide of J^enmarA 
^ The Swgdfjh diet met, at which attended the Z>e»i^ depu« 
ties,, to reprefent'the king. Their inftru^ons were to infiib 
upon having^ the .ffiree principal fc^treffet in the kingdom put 
into his majeffy's hands: this th^^omuided^ and the diet 
obiiinately i^ufed y upon which it b^oke up, witboiH doii^ 
any bufinefs. *Ali this while Erie kept dofe in the ifland of 
Gothland with his treafure, paying no r^ard to the invita« 
tions of his Danijh fubjedts to return. He would either feeift 
to he infatuated, or at leafl; bis intelleSs impaired 1^ years; 
for> amidff all the troubles and emfuiions in Dunmrh and 
he lived perfedUy at reading with indifferencej 

and evw conteq^t, all the remonftraiices made to him. byt 
Danes t,be of boA nations. This it was thaS'^'khiced the 

fenate to fend wi ainbafly to Ghrjj^bphtr of Bm^io^ to, 
oh ^ defirc his acceptance of the crown^ andiotreaf him to take 
Lilrla to pofieffion of the throne. A letter was drawn up 

nceeptef priijc^ incwhich they-complained of the king's re- 

tbe erewa. attempts to fettle the fuccefSkMi en.Biigifim of Pbme^ 

* raniay which they as repeatedly oppofed j. of his putting all 
the fortreffes into the hands of foreigners, in <Mider to ftnengtheiii 
the tntereil of Bu^Jlaus j.of their pimnhtliig him to ap^kil^ 

Bugijlaus 



fav IJeiAmarl;, 

hb affifhitit in the government, but without lafmsifi; 
from ^^Hsnce any claim to the crown, a grant which both Srte 
• and his nephew abufed by every polTible method ; of his mat* 
jefty’s ^l^ng into Bugi/kus*s hands the garrifons Nethurg^ 
H^gavd^ and HatUnflsm)^ contrary to.the laws of the realms 
and expreb treaties with his people; of his aiTembling the it|- 
hahirants of Zealand^ an^ exprefly enjoining them to obey the 
wOrders o f die duke in every particular as their fovereign ; df 
hb fnsje%b retrea^ng to Gothland^ at the very time the flates 
of the three kingdoms aflTembled to meet biia at Caimar^ and 
continuing there from that time, to dM great prejudice of his 
fubjedb; of hb carrying thither die jewels jjjd treafure 
amafled by bb predeceflbrs, to fupport the honour of the Do* 
nijh crown. They in the next place fet forth, that, everfutce 
his retreat, the kingdom, had b^n tom with factions and fe- 
dition ; the people riien in arms againfl; the clergy and nobi¬ 
lity i no regard paid to the Jaws, but every thing tending to 
confufion and anarchy. The fltuation of affairs, they faid, 
was fuch, that they every moment expedled a rupture with 
the houfe of which miiib be of dangerous confe-- 

quence at this jun<^ure. What had diey not to apprehend in 
fuch an event, from, the number of foreign governors and 
troops in the kingdom ? Betides, they were not quite eafy 
mth refpe^ to Sweden^ as the king had refufed to fulfil hit 
treaties with that kingdom; afhd the ihree kfligdoms^fo lately 
united for their mutual good, were now feparated and divided 
by maUadminiftration. For thefe realbns, artd becaufe Eric 
. had in efle^ abdicated the rj^krone, ‘they iiitreated his excel¬ 
lency, as the prince neard^ allied by blood, to prote<^the 
kingdom in this extfemit/,.by accepting a crown to which he 
bad the befl pght, asltwaa-t^red with the hearts and hands 
of alt bb faithful fiiljedis. But if hb highnefs (bould not 
think proper to accept this ofler, they requeffed jie would give, 
their, deputies an explicit anfwer, that they might fix their 
choice on (bme other, who might think the crown of Ben- 
mark an worthy hb regara ^ Thn letter bore date the 
twenty-e^hih of Q&chir^ 1458 (A). 

Ii, 

' Menas, de Pomtan. in loc. dtat. 

• 

(A> it deferyes notice,, that f^er above the royal preroga. 
the ftates now infified, for the tive, and tli4 other, flates of 
iirfl cin^, upon, making elec- the kingdom, wUch dtey at laft 
tlODs ablblotely free and ie^ e&Qed, when the royal line 
pendent of the will of the fb- was extinfl in Cbrift^ber IXL 
vereig^. Thb was the firft flep and the houfe of OldetAurgh 
the WtoiUty took to ratfe. thhar afeenddd die throne. We have 

feen. 
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‘ 10 Stik^g i from whence he fent to* the grind miie^Bl * 
Camttfiitt increatiog him to come in perfbn, to deliterate on < 
the proper me^ores to be taken in the prefent on^^ pof- 
ture of affairs; but as thofe peripns are ever the moff ffilftt- 
cjpust who make themfelves no fcniple of breaking oaths and 
engagements, fo Canutfon dreaded pUidng himfrlf in the kill's 
power. Eric waited fome time in expiation; but finding 
the grand marechal had no intention of ccmiing to Stekghtrg, 
he returned to Gothland, 

It was about this time that he received a writing from the 
fenate of D^fnark, acquainting him*' that they had renounced 
their allegiance* and ipecifying their reafons for fuch a pro¬ 
ceeding, and for eleding a new king» who, thqr hoped^ 
would be more regardful of his oaths, watchful over the good 
of his people, and more ^reesible to all the fufcjjds of the 
three crowns. It was dated at Lubte the twenty>ninth of 
ytme, 1439 * 

By the twenty>fifth of the following month Eric retun^ 
an anfwer to the fenate, expreffing his aftoniflunent at the in* 
dignity done him, in not prefenting their accufation in perfon, 
and in cle£fcing, without his knowledge, his nefdtew Chrifio^ 
pher. He fud, that he deferved not fuch ufage; and took 
to witnefii» that he was ready to anfwer evei^ article of 
their charge* either before the'fenate, or commiflioners ap¬ 
pointed for diat purpofe, without pafiion or refentment* He 
promifed to conform to whatever they could reafona^ de¬ 
mand ; concluding with aprayei^that his noihew Ckrijepbtr . 
might be better advifcd, and die"Senate delilerate on more 
falutary meafuies, than driving dkir king of a crown he 
enjoyed fo loifg, and fo legitimately. He wrote {|ie fame day 
to the inhabitants of Schontn and Fima, fending them like- 
wife a copy of the writing he received from the fenate, and 
demanding to know if they affented to their unlawful pro¬ 
ceedings. In a word, be intreated them to ule all thefr in¬ 
fluence to prevent the fenate from wrefting from him a crown 
which he held of the Almighty. All this, according toPsh- 
tanus, hiqipened durine Ends refidence at Stek^Xig^ and be¬ 
fore his return to Gvwand, 

He no fooner arrived at his old retreat in this ifland, dian 
he wrote an expollulatory letter to Chriftcphffr^ in much the 
« 

feen, in the (hort Iketch given brought about another levola- 
of the /prefent flate of Detmark, tion, deftru^ve to the liberty 
to what an exorbitant height ‘of the people, 
this power had rifen, qptil it 
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(eflhs 'flis 6ie two former to the fenate and inhabitants of 
Sthwun^ and to as little purpofe. To this he added a long 
•jufitfication^of his conduct, containing eleven articles, and a 
direct anfvttr to the acculaiion of the fenate; if the dtnial of 
fads, evident to the whole world, can be c^led an anlwer. 
This'hefcnt to the FxWoflt,* who had always efpoul'cd the 
caufe of BugiJIauiy defirin* they would tranfmit it to the fct 
sate, arid Aipport it with all their weight and influence. To 
"concluBS, be fummed up his intreaties and remonitranc#s,' iri 
requeflfing, that the difference between him and the fenate 
might be fubmitted to the arbitration of the neighbouring 
princes, of the nobility, or of deputies from the cities, pro¬ 
vided they wer^ difpaflionate and unprejudiced. Ttf cafb this 
juft requeft was refufed him, he protefted that he would firft 
demaqd juftice of God, next of the pope, the -emperor, the 
kings and princes of the universe; not doubting but he would 
find fome powers zealous enough in the caufe of equity to re- 
drefs his grievances, and puniih the injuries and infults put on 
m^efty and God’s anointed. 

But all his remonftrances and menaces, unfupported by Eric de^ 
power, were difregarded. He was formally depofed, and \i\%po/ed, 
nephew Chrijiopher crowned king, according to the forms 
required *by law; after which Enr fpent the ten following 
years ftiut up in the ifle of Gothland^ from whence he fent 
forth piratical Kquadrons to annoy the SwediJhmCommttQC. At 
the expiration of ten years, he paffed into Pomerania, where 
he lived in the fame retirement, and about th^ fame number 
of years, here ending his day^unlamented. Never did prince 
experience a greater variety^f fortune, or pafs through more 
oppoiite chara£fers. On accclfion he was univerfally be¬ 
loved and efteemed byrfhe people. Bred under athe eye of a 
queen perfedfly miftrefs of the art of governing, be joined 
experience to natural talents and a quick difeernmenr. Soon 
after the death of Margaret his ambition increafed, and bis 
prudence vanifhed proportionably. It was not the laudable 
ambition of raifing his fubjefts above other nations in wealth, 
power, and felicity ; but of elevating himfelf above their laws 
and liberties.*, yis behaviour and pride engaged him in a te His cha- 
dious waT|vith the Holjlein hm\\y and northern hanfe towns, 
during which he was upfuccefsful in almoft all his enterprizes, 
from a variety of caufes. His own irrefoIation,,the difaftec- 
tion of his fubje£ts, his dependence on foreigners, his diflipa- 
tion of the public treafure, and innumerable other circum- 
ftances, concurred in fpinning the war out to a period of 
twenty-nine years, and in rendering every negotiation, every 
fiege, battle, and operation, whether in the cabinet or the 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII. Z field. 
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field, fruitlefs: circumftances that in the end deprived «hiin 
of hii crown, which he might have enjoyed for an uncommon 
courfe of years in eafe and tranquillity, with reputation to 
himfclF and his fubje^s But we ihall have occj{n*ion to re¬ 
late feme tranC^ions in the following reign, which v/ill more 
diftinctly mark the chaiacier of "this unfortunate prince.' 

‘ f Vid. Ant. cital. PtrrFt^D. Int*od. a L’Hifl:. Gcner. t. iv. 
p. *©&. & feq. * ; 
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Pere the Affairs ef Denmark are recited down fo the 
Year 14B1, when John was ele/ted to Jill the ^hr 

•* 

CHRISTOPHER III. 

f>HR ISTOPHER duke of Bavaria^ fon of John dnkt 
of Bavaria^ by his wife Sophia^ After to Erie king of 1> a- 
marky being eletfted king in the room of the ilcp.jfLd !ovc- 
reign, and invtted to take pofTcifion of the throne, cair.i. with 
that intention to Lubecj where he was met by the fenate, and 
a great number of nobility, who immediately took the oaths. 
Fiom thence hp went to Detynarky and was th ^’-e inverted 
with the authority of prote£ior of the kingdoms c!' S .i/en and 
Norway j but tjhe ftates declined giving him th* appcila'on of 
king, or the badges of fovereigrity. 

Immediately on his arrivalun Denmark the fenate pub- 
lifhed a decree, whereby all thof^erc declared enemies »o 
their country^ who fliould vifit .ffrwY ci^rt, or obey any ot’r.*r 
fovereign than Chri/lopker ; an a£f chiefly levelldSl againft jB«- 
gijkiusy Barninty and IVrattJlauSy the kinfmen and allies cf 
Erie. Accordingly they -etired out of the kingdom the in- 
flant of its publication. After this an ambaffy was Cent tw 
the grand bailift', grand marecbal, and fenate of Swakny to 
negotiate with them about the union of the crowns, and the 
eftablifhment of Chrijlophtr in the fovereigntj.ijf that king¬ 
dom. Commiflioners were appointed to treat wit\^*tbe Du- 
n\fi> ambaftadors, and a congrefs fixed |t Jenecoping, Here it 
was agreed, that, nrevious to all other bufmefs, the refolu- 
tions of the general diet st Calmar, in the year 1436, fliould 
be exaiSliy followed; except that article which fttpulated, that 
during Erids natural life no other fovereign fliould be ac¬ 
knowledged. It was next determined, that the ftates of the 
three kingdoms fliould afiemble on the twenty-fourth of Juae 

foUowl^ 
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following at Calmar^ to deliberate concerning the (ecurvy^of 
,the rights, privileges, and immunities of the people *. 

Sr^oN a&er this a nnanifefto was publiihed by the fenate of Frefi ar- 
Denmark^ containing frcfli articles of accufation againft itf/V, tides ofac* 
which were affixed on the gates of all the northern h<inte- (ulatim 
v: vns. Among other charges w^s that of maintaining a 
live war againft the Hol/ieLi family, and the northern 
? 'iv%wns, jTsany yeans after honourable and advani..geous 
of accomnv^dation were offered. This, in fa£t, was 
for Eric had done all in his pow r, for the eight laft 
his reign, to corrpromife their differences, which the 
-•. rmces always declined, in £.onfequeiJce v;il^dbme new 

thev had gained over the king’s forces. That he 
‘.-n 'nrrcatcci, alter the dea'h of his queen,- to ilrcngthen 
by a.iother njarriage j but ho chofe to paft his 
•ort,\ibint. rather t 3 an gratify the ardent wifh of 
lai he had made fcveral aiiempts to break the 
> u.!; three crowns, and raife diii^uibances in the 

'■ ’ tai'our the deffgn of placing Bugijlatit on the 

ihcv. , notwithftanding notice had been given him by 

tiiL . ,i]op of Lunden^ in the name of the fenate, to with* 
dtaw ou^of the hands of foreigners the ftrong-holds of the 
the iilands of Fkmoy Largland^ Laaland^ and 
; ;• r !jc Jcfpifed thcif ?^lvicc, contrary to the didates 
Ot' ;c} - z':. 'ontrary to his folemn oath, and againft the fun* 

.ws of the kingdom. Even the lyenaces of the 
^ - 1 -It they would depofe^him, could not induce Eric to 
i;y mer,' in tjjis particulai; from whence it was obvious, 

L .d they, that he muff ha^formed fomedeep and dangerous 
i^‘i ?.ris: that he li4d ^licnatcd the ifle offrom the 
crown . that Ifc made no fcruple about giving the government 
of Fti to Bugifiam, notwichffanding the preifing inflaiices 
Of :bc .ciiate to th: contrary: and that, after conllgning all 
the im:r inr truffs in the kingdom to foreigners, he then rc- 
t'.e tn •. • ^ the iffand of Qathlmd^ abftrading himfelf from all 
catc^ cf gove nment: that he had affumed a defpotic autho* 
rity, by trcatii^n tlie clergy of the three kingdoms with the ut- 
moll rigou^, contempt, and violence: that it was notprious 
he had one day ffruck ^d disfigured the face of an ecclefiaffic, 
for no other reafon than bis innocently prefenting letters from 
his hoitneis, which happened not to pleafe hj^ : that he ag* 
gravated the affront, by endeavouring to oblige the ^ jdefiaff ic 
to drink up the blord which iflued from his nofe, and, on his 
refttfali confined him in prifon in irons: that he placed ia 

* PoSTAM. I. ix. • 
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the government of provinces foreigners, whofe avarice 
poverty could only be exceeded by their infolence in office,, 
who treated the people rather like (laves than th^ free-born 
fubje£ls of an ele^livc prince: that he altered and^dekafed the 
coin, opprclTed’thc people with*taxes beyond their ability, and 
plundered their efiedts on refufing to pay what exceeded their 
power : and, laftly, that he neglc£lcd to aflemble the diet, 
as ordained by law, to hear the complaints of the ^.jured f 
and, in a word, fuffered ufurpers, oppreflbrs, and public rob¬ 
bers, to live with impunity upon the vitals of the people. 
Such was this frefh charge againll Eric^ publilhed in defence 
of their condudt, and to prevent the hanfe-lowns from 
taking arms in behalf of the depofed monarch *. 

It was about this time that Chrijhpher publilhed an edidk, 
enjoining all thofe who held fortrelles in his name, inifantly 
to furrendcr them to the fenate, under pain of forfeiting 
life and effects. In particular be fent a copy of this edid to 
the governor of Korfor, giving him friendly advice with rc- 
fpedl to the confequcnce of difobedience. From this edi^fc 
we may conclude^ that he had not yet taken the title of 
king of Denmark^ though Meurjius exprefly affirms the con¬ 
trary ; for through the whole he is called only dukc*of Bava- 
ria^ proteiSlor of the kingdoms of Denmark^ Sweden, and 
Norway, and the fenate mentioned as the fupreme power. 

At the diet of JP'thurg, held in the beginning of the fol¬ 
lowing year, (^brijiopher (blemnly promifed, in virtue of his 
election, to defend the ftatc, prote<^ the different orders of 
fubje£ls in the kingdom in their^ (bveral rights, maintain their 
common liberties, and confent tdKall the conditions which 
(hould be thought neceffary by the enfipng genera! diet of 
the three kingdoms at Calmar. The day ap^inted for this 
general diet being come, only a few deputies attended. The 
Danes were bufied in appeafmg the infurredtion of the pea- 
fants in and the Swedes were retarded by obftruc- 

tions which the grand marechal Canutfon had raifed, who 
forefaw that the ele^ion of Chrljiopher would be attended 
vvith the lofs uf the greater part of his autljprity. As the 
aifembly did not find their number fufficieht to ptoceed to 
buftnefs, they adjourned themfelves for a certain time, ap¬ 
pointing their next feffiun at jibrega, 

Whkm the deputies met at Ahroga^ thofe of Denmark de¬ 
manded \hac tl^e Swedes would acknowledge Chrifiopher for 
^eir (bvdreign; they enumerated bis good qualities, the oath 

ke had taken ^i.Wtburg, and his readinefs to comply with 

* 

■ PosTAx. Mfiuns. PPFFBNo. Hift. Umv. in loc. citaiv 
* *t . what- 
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whafever could reafonably be demanded. Canutfon^ perceiv* 
ing the Swedes difpofed in bis favour, refolved no longer to 
* retard a meafure which he could not altogether prevent; but 
he befot^giH them at the fame time to pay fome regard to his 
long fervices, and immenfe (xpenccs in fupporting the dig-^ 
nity of an exhaufted treafury, and proted^ing an enfeebled 
kingdom, at his own private charge. He fee forth that he 
was eiif;umbered with debts he Ihould never be able to dif- 
charge* without the ailiftance of the government, which was 
the only reafon he had to oppofe the eledlion of Chrijiopher, 

Pleafed with finding the marechal in this difpofition, the af* 
fembiy declared, that, in confideration of his ferviegg^he fhould 
enjoy Finland, the province in which he was born, together 
with the iflands of Ocland and Bcrgholm, the firfl during his 
own l^c, and the latter in perpetuity to him and his heirs; 
but on this tondition, that the crown fhould at any time have 
power to redeem them for the fum of forty thoufand marks in 1 
filver. The Danes perceived of what confcquence it was to 
gain over the marechal, and therefore promifed that Chrijia- 
pher fhould confirm the donation of the aflcmbly ; adding, 
that a decree might be pafTed to prohibit all* perfons from 
filing fui(^ or preferring accufations againfl: him, on account 
of his paft adniiniflration. 

Matters being thus adjufted, the fenate wrote ioChrif- 
upher^ intimating their inteiftion to elei£l; fovereign ; 
but requefling that he would firft meet them at Calmar, to 
confirm the rights and privileges of the people^ preliminaries 
which were requifite to his tlcdlion. Chrijhpher afTcnted; 
and imagining tlfht it wouj^ be highly expedient to eflablifh 
the beft terms with Cau'4j6n, he invited him to hlelmjladt^ 
received himsfavoutat^, and confirmed the retfttc'& decree, 
and all that had been done for him by the diet. 

While be was waiting for the time appointed for thecjjfjj^Q, 
next general diet, Chrijiopher^ in quality of king of Denmark^ pher ai^ 
granted the inveftiture of Slefwick xo Adolphus cd Hoi- tends the 
Jiein : but he ba 4 the precaution to demand a decree of the general 
fenate, declaring that at their defire he granted this imefti-dht at 
turc. I4ext*ini laboured to compofe the troubles in yw//fl«</,Calmar, 
where theinhabitants refufed paying all taxes, unlefs they were 
fuffered to pay them to iheir late king Eric. They aflembled to 
the number of twenty-five thoufand men, and came to an 
a£lion with the king’s troops, in which no coafiderahle advan¬ 
tage was gained on either fide. Some prifoners fell into the 
bands of the peafants, and among others a Bavarian gentle¬ 
man, the king’s great favourite, whom they treated with 
great cruelty, ^cenfed at their «obftinacy, Chrijiopher 

% 3 marched 
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7he Jut- nwfrched againft them in perfon, gave them battle* audf efc* 
land:*rs tained a complete but bloody vidlory. Henry Togm^ a fena* 
rekl, and tor who had always efpoulied £rif, together with feweral others' 
are de of his adherents, were taken prifoners, and all^o^demned 
fenttd hy to be broke alifc on the wheel, , However, of the whole pea« 
Chrillo- fant army not above fifteen hundred were left dead on the 
pher. Scld, though great numbers were wounded. Their main 
body gained a neighbouring hill, which they ib intfencheok 
with waggons and chariots, as to withftand all the attacks 
of the kirjg’s cavalry. At Uft Cbrijhpher was advifed to of¬ 
fer them pardon if they would fubmit, which induced many 
to throw dpwn their arms ; the rclt were obflinate, though 
weakened by this defertion ; they were again attacked and 


Chrillo- 
pher fits 
aut for 
Stock¬ 
holm. 


cut in piec.es “. 

His mfljefty had been longer detained on this expedition 
than he imagined. It was fCie month of Augu^J before he 
could get to Calmar^ though the Swedijh fenate appointed the 
congreis in June. Firft, he had an interview with Canutfen, at 
Helmjiadu And both proceeded together to Cabnar^ where the 
duke was received with great joy and refpe^ by the dates of 
Sweden. After, fettling every point refpe^ing their rights,C/;r^ 
tophtr was condu£led to StoeBeim, into which he mad; his pub¬ 
lic entry, amidft the acclamations of the people. On the thir¬ 
teenth of September^ he was proclaimed king with the ufual 
formalities, and* next day folefrinly crowned, by tlie archbi- 
(hop of Upfal. 

CHRI^OPHER was no fooner in Stockholm^ chan crowds 
of people of all ranks flocked* round him, with complaints 
againd the grand marechal; but V^romife'to Canut/on, the 
great influence of that nobleman, Aid the efteem in which he 
was held by *lhe common people, made him decline taking 
cognizance of thefe grievances. One inflance of his popu¬ 
larity occurred on the day his majefty made his entry: the peo¬ 
ple cried out, that Charles better deferred a crown than Chri^ 
fiapher. He had the dignity of a king, they faid, but the 
other the ilature of a dwarf. He was brave, affable, and elo¬ 


quent ; but thefe qualities were doubtful in the other. The 
truth was, they were difpleafed with the flgunTbf Ch/iflopher^ 
which was greatly eclipfed by the perfonai qualifies of Che 
other. The vulgar judge by the eye atid car. 

His majefly’s long refidence in Sweden furnithed an oppor- 
F *®**‘*y difturhances ki "Jutland.. The governors treat- 

turban/es people wkh great feverity, and fdzed the dccafion of 

M Jutland* f^lii^ under the difpleafure of the court to leplenifh their 


* POBTAR. I.X. 

I 


■4 

own 



343 


The Htftory of Denmaidc; 

fewncofFer*. 'To remedy thefe enormities, Chrifiopber puh» 
li(bed an edid, advifing the people to remain 6rm in their al* 
legiancC, and prohibiting the governors and officers of the 
court te any thing more chan was required by law, under 
pain of his difplcafure. • * 

All this time Eric li\(ied in the ifland of Gethland^ and had 
foriified himielf ftrongly in IViJhy, He had alTemblrd a great 
number of (hipping, with which repeated piracies were com¬ 
mitted on the high feas, and defeents on the ^wedtjh coafts. 
Complaints were made to Chrijfopher i but they were treated 
with raillery, faying, he was glad his uncle could fall upon 
any method of amufing and fupporting himfeif^* However, 
the evil daily encreafed, and the complaints of the people 
grew proportionably more loud and earned, which obliged the 
king*to make formal preparations for war againft Eric. He Chriflo- 
pafled will? Canutfin at the htftd of a confiderable armament pher ivAr/ 
to Gothlandy and all were in expei 5 fation that he would 
drive the depofed king out of Gothland, or at ieaft procure 
(bme means of reducing the pirates : but he performed nei¬ 
ther } and. it is faid, that the two piinccs met, pafled fome 
time together with great coidiality, and parttd good friends. 

Certair^ it is, that Eric remained in pofTeffion of the ifland, 
without ceafing to molcft the Swedijh commerce and coafts 
In January 144.3, Chrijio^her went from Sweden to Nor¬ 
way* receiving at Anflo the crown of that Vingdom, and the 
allegiance of the people. Thence he pafled into Denmark, 
and was crowned at Ripen by the archbifhop of Lunden. ^ 

After Chrifopher was folemnly acknowledged fovercign Chrifto- 
in the three kingdoms, Ijil^e his predecefTors, he began to at- pher tu- 
tach himfelf chiefly to Denmark, but without negledling his 
duty to the flthcr two* His whole time was taken’ up in 
concerns of his fubje£)s, in regulating fociety, encouraging to 
trade, and enforcing the laws. He began with confirming Denmark, 
the privileges of the towns and cities, and Copenhagen received 
the firft marks of his favour. Next he took into confldera- 
tion certain complaints laid before him, by the biihops of Ri¬ 
pen, Arhui, Odenfee, and Wihurg, that the tithes were not 
properly pai 3 . ‘ Advocates were heard on both fides, and Chri- 
Jiopher gave fentence, in fuch a manner as difpleafed neither, 
as it was apparent that he blended the good of the people with 
a juft refpedt for the clergy. The privileges of the church he 
confirmed, and augmented thofe of Lunden.* He ervtered upon 
a treaty with the bi(h<^ of Rofchiid, whereby Copenhagen, un¬ 
til then a dependency on that diocefc, was ceded to the crown. 

» Ibid. • 
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Next he ftiewcd hU regard for commerce, by permirting th« 
city cf Awfierdamy and the hanfe towns, to trade to all tha 
ports in the three kingdoms, on their paying the ufuaj cuftoms. 
Several other reg^ulations of a falutary nature were^ade, and 
nothing omitted ihat could (lanTp a favourable impreibon of 
his charaftcr on the minds of the popple. 

All hiltorians mention a conference which ChriJlopher\%t\A 
pher fVifmar with fevefal German princes i bat they 

info icr refpe^t to the motives for this interview. Crahtziut 

many /«• P(,»tanus however, are of opinionr, that mcafures were 
*’ here onicertcd for bridling the infolence of the hanfe-towns, 
who grcailf *«nnoyed the Danijh commerce j and that it was 
determined rather to ufe policy than force. With this view 
he took the habit of a pilgiim, as if he intended viflting 
Pahfimsy and came to the congrefs, attended with eight *hun9 
dred Ison'e ; but what the defign or cffe£ls were of luchliftfa- 
' tagem, we are left to enquiie elfcwhcrc. In this imperfet^ 
uidatisfatfiory manner, do thefe voluminous authors compile 
hiftory, and fuch are the materials from whence we have 
been painfully forced to colled our account of this king-r 
dom. * 


A.D, 
144+. 
He marries 
the daugh¬ 
ter cf the 

marorave 

^Bran¬ 

denburg. 


. JOHANNES GOTHW, a Swedijh wrifer, allcd^s, that 
iflaphet y enriched with the fpoils of an Englijh fleet, over 
winch his fquadrons obtained a fignal vidory, refolved to be 
revenged on the itanfe-towns. He colleded a numerous fleet, 
pnd (ent to the regency of Lubec that he intended making a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and fliould be glad of a paf- 
fage through their city. But as liu retinue uncommonly 
great, the regency prudently decli\sd admitting fuch guefts 
within their ^J•alls. ChiJIopher finding plan difconcerted, 
returned full of indignation to Denmark **. What credit is 
due to this account we know not, though certain we are, that 
it is not only embairafled in the relation, but contradided by 
the teflimony of other writers of equal credit; and as for the 
Engllfii hiflorians, they pafs over in intire filence the circum* 
flance of the vidory over the fleet of their nation. 

THIS year we are told the king had (bme th^ghts of mart 
riage, and received an ambafiy from the fultan of Bgypty who 
offered him his daughter but in what manner the king de¬ 
clined this alliance, we are not informed’. The princefa moil 
agreeable to Chri^phePs inclinations was Dorothea^ daughter 
of the msrgrave^^» of Brandenburgy furnamed the Akhe- 
ntfji. This was probably one pan of the bufinefs of the con- 


^ Jo. Goth. p. 115. apudMsuiis. 
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fermce at Wiftnar : the match was concluded^ and the gieiter 
, part of the year taken up in preparations for celebrating the 
nuptials. The margrave promifed a portion of 300,000 ilo* 
rios .wit 4 i IKs daughter j the marriage was confummatcd, but 
the money never paid, • * 

Immediately after^his nuptials, Chrijiopher 
the German merchants in all the privileges of trade they had 
ever Ci.joycd with his dominions} and his complaifance on this 
occaflon to his wife was carried fo far as to injure his own 
fubje£is, for the fake of her countrymen, by granting them 
certain immunities with refpe^t to goods bought in his domi¬ 
nions, which deftroyed the profits of the fellcM*. .^9 

Hitherto Chrtjiopher had lived in great harmony with 
the Danifli nobility ; but his marriage drew fuch an adlux of 
foreigners into the kingdom, as gave the alarm to his own 
fubje^s. tjovernments, placSs at court, and public trufis, 
were beftowed on them, to the prejudice of native Dana and • 
Swedes. Both took umbrage, and complaints became frequent 
and loud. Chrtjiopher had too much underflanding to neg- 
Ie(^ their murmuring : infiantly he called to mind the caufes 
of £nV’s depofitiori, and determined to avoid the fame fate, 
yet without a breach of his word or hofpitality to foreigners. 

His condu^f on this occafion was wife and moderate : fo 
equally did he balance, that he fatisfied his fubje^ls by removing 
foreigners; and gave no umbrage to the latfer, by the delica¬ 
cy ufed in performing this neceifary duty. He recited to them A. O. 
his coronation oath, enlarged upon the mutual obligations be- >44^. 

' tween the fovereign and his Tubjc£b, expatiated on the grati- Hh majef. 
tudedue from him to hi.s^’ubjedts, for exalting him by volun-O’’^ 

Cary cledlion to h|s ^reftnt ftation ; afl'ured them of the 
he entertairlbd of their fervices and attachmcn'l j'of the re- 
ludfance with which he removed them from trufts they had 
difeharged with fo much honour} and of his intention other- 
wife to reward them as foon as opportunity offered. In a word, 
he Toothed, cajoled, and flattered in fuch a manner, that they re- 
figned their places without refentmenrto the natives, and were 
jfucceeded by Danes and Swedes, who entertained the greateft 
l-efpedifor uich amiable foreigners, whom they wifhed to con¬ 
tinue in^heir office, could it be effe^ed confidently with the 
intered of thepublic^and of individuals. 

This year Chrtjiopher paded over to Laaland, and punilbed A. D, 
fome difadedted perfons, who obdinately adhered to ^r/r. He 144^- 
made divers local laws, intended purely for the good and con- 
veniency of Laaland in particular; after which he went to 
Sweden, and dudied popularity and the good of his people, no 
]^fs in that kingdom than he hac} dontf in Dem^L 
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Returning from Sxoeden the following year he was £bip* 
wrecked, and immenfe treafures in money, and jewels which, 
he had on board, were loft. Notwichftanding the indulgence 
(hewn to foreign merchants, (bme enormities ol^wkich the 
Moilanders were guilty, laid the king under the necefHty of 
^rrefting their (hips in his ports. ,The difterence was icon 
after amicably compromiled by arbitration. 

In the year 1448, Chrijiepher publifhed writs foraflembling 
the Swedijh diet, and was preparing to pafs into that kingdom, 
when he was feized with a malady that put an end to his days, 
after afhnrt illnefs. 

CHK/SIgf'^pPNER was at firft greatly beloved by all his 
fuhjetSls, but particularly the Danes^ for whom he could not 
helplhcwing fome partiality, conduif^od with fo little circum* 
fpettion as gave umbrage to Swedes ox ^^onvegiuns*‘. He 
endeavoured to fubje£I Swedetf to Denmark \ but /ew Swedijh 
writers allow, that he adhered Jb clofely to the treaty of Cal^ 
tnar, as never to have violated their laws, except Iw the intro* 
duf^ion of foreigners; a fault he Toon repaired. Some, how* 
ever, blame him for leaving AV/V in pofreiHon of Gothland^ and 
permitting hiiA to moleft the Swedijh commerce and coafts 
with impunity. This indeed was wrong policy, and an injury 
to his fubjedfs; but allowance ought to be made for his 
relation to that unhappy prince, and that delicacy of mind 
which v.’ould notVufter him to aggravate the misfortunes of a 
once powerful and refpedted monarch. All the Danijh writers 
extol Chrijiopher as a prodigy of moderation, prudence, and 
patiiotifm ; the Swedes exclaim* againft him as a tyrant. ' 
Certain it is, that he preferve^the kingdom in great 
tranquility aqjd order, enercafed thb wealth and commerce 
of his fubjeils, and greatly augmented tKe fcticity of his 
people, by whom he was highly regretted: It may indeed be 
i>bjc£fed to his character, that he accepted fo cafily of a 
crown taken from the head of his aged uncle, notwithftand* 
ing his oath to the contrary ; but we every day fee inftances of 
princes, minutely fcrupulous of their oaths in common affairs, 
who hefitate not to break them in cafes fo trying to their am* 
kition, as the offer of fovereignty. I'o them it beloncs to de* 
cide, whether fovereignty can balance the (hame and difbo- 
nour of acquiring it by perjury and perfidy (A). 

CHRISTOPHER dying without ifl'ue, great contefts arofc 
concerning a fact^ftbr to the crotyn of the three kingdoms. 
The Swedijh diet aftembled at "jmeettping ; and it was the opi* 
ntoa of a ftrong party, chat the treaty of Calmar (hould be 
implicitly followed, and nothing determined with refpei^ tq^ 

(A) It malt beohferved, that we here fpeak of 
tonduA with refpcA to Denmark only. * 
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the* fuoceffion, before the ftates of the three kingdomi met. * 

Another fodlioa, headed by Canutfitti who afpired at the 
crown* fupported the contrary opinion* and were for proceeding 
to an ^MQcdiate eledlion. They afErmed, that the union of 
Calmar was fufficiently brokf through already), and that it ne¬ 
ver had any other eifc^ than to raifc Detmark on the ruins of 
Swtdtn and Norway. I^efides, they alledged that the Danes 
were guilty of a direcft infradiuii of the union* in calling 
Chri^opher to Denmark^ without confulting the inclinations 
of the two other kingdoms. In fine* their difcourfe was de* ' 
figned to inflame the Swedijh nation againft Denmark^ and to 
revive in the minds of the people the antient j^rymofity be¬ 
tween the two nations. 

As foon as this news tvas received in Denmark^ the fenate Jiffilutime 
refoi-ved to proceed to the election of a king j for it did not ^/j^g f)^. 
appear cxfiedient to commit 4 he government of affairs to the n i O i d frr , 
queen-dowager, at a time when they had every thing to fear * 
from the two neighbouring crowns. At this time a lord of 
great weight, property, and ambition* fought the queen in 
marriage, the more cafily to pave his way to the throne. 

This is a fa( 5 l mentioned by Pontanus and Meurfm^ though 
neither takes notice of his name But as for a great number 
of years there was no precedent fur elet^ing a king out of the 
body of nobility, though agreeable to law, the queen entered 
into the views of the fenate,* and declared fhe would give her 
hand to no prince who fhould not be judged deferving of the 
crown by the fupreme council of the nation.* 

The advantages which would accrue from annexing the 
duteby of Slejhick and i^ljiein to the crown, made the fenate offer of the 
firfl; call their eyes op Adolphus, This matter required no crvwn to 
long delibeiation J aM faw the coveniencies rcfufling from fuch Adolphus 
^n union, and gave their afient. Immediately an ambafly was 
difpatched with the offer to jidolphus ; but that prince confult- flein, 
jng the good of his fubjedfs, whofe interefi; would be abfbrbed ^hicb h$ 
in the fuperior weight of Denmark^ declined it, with a mode- 
fation and diiinrerefiednefi altogether uncommon aniong 
princes. However, that he might not be wanting in re^pieS 
to the fenitc, he propofed to them his nephew fo- 

cond to Theodoric^ earl of Oldenburg^ a prince bmd up at 
the court of Jdolpbm from his infancy. The propofiiion was 
fo agreeable to the fenate, that* without lofs of time* the 
qmbafladors were font to Theodaricy to demand eiriier of his 
ibns be pleafod for their king. TbeodorUi anfwer to the am- 
baffadors was remarkable: I hive three fons, fays he, of 
«« very oppofite qusdtcies. Qne is pafEonately fond of plea<« 

<< fure and women; another breathm nothing but war* with<* 

« PpNTAV. 1, ix« Mayas* in Yit. ChrUUani, p. 3. 
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out regarding the juftice of the caufe; but the third is mo- 
** derate in hi» difpofition, prefers peace to the din of arma^ 
yet ftands unrivalled in valour, generohty, and magnani- 
** mity.’* To this he added, that he painted thefe^ch^aders 
for the fcnatc's information, defiring they would chufe which 
of the young princes they believed would render the kingdom 
happieft. It was a matter which would admit of no hefitation: 
with one voice the fenate declared for that prince whofe pa¬ 
negyric the father had fo warmly drawn; and under thefe happy 
aufpices commenced the origin of the grandeur of the houfe of 
Oldenburg^ at this day feated on the throne of Denmark 


CHRiSflAN, orCHRISTIERN, of Oldenburg, 


Chrif- In the mean time Canutfon a£lcd with fo much policy in 
tian I. Sweden as procured him a majority of votes in the diet; in 

^ Olden- confequence of which he fet oht for Upfal, to have the cc- 
burg fhei- remonies of his coronation performed. As foon as he was 
•d/iing of acknowledged king, he notified his acceffion to the Danes and 
PcanurK. pforwegianSy founding at the fame time their inclinations with 
refpe^t to continuing the union of the crowns; but finding 
both kingdoms averfe to his exaltation, he returned to Stocks 
helmy with intention to revenge himfelf, and fubdue th- ifland 
pf Gothland, Two thoufand men were immediately embarked, 
under the command of two generals, whofe inftruilions were 
to invade that ifland, and make themfetves maflers of £r/Vs 
perfon. Informed of his defign, the Damjh fenators fent am- 
bafladors to hinrj,‘ requefting him to withdraw his troops be¬ 
fore hoftilities were committed. 7 ''he ambafl'adors reprefented, 
that Gothland belonged, by right of <f>»nqueft, to the crown of 
Denmark from the time of Valdemar\\\, and that queen Mar^ 
garet had redeemed it of the grand mafter of ihc^Teutonic or¬ 
der, to whom it was mortgaged by king Albert, They had 
inflru£tions to add, that, in cafe of refufal, his Danljh ma- 
jefly would not fail to oppofe his defigns, and make reprifals. 
But Charles was too proud to acknowledge the right of Den~ 
marky and too fure of conqueft to relinquifh his fcheme. His 
anfwer was fuch as induced the fenate immediately to requeft 
of Chrijiian to come to Denmarky and vindicate the rights of 
. the crown. Accordingly he proceeded to and was 

met by the fenate and different ftates of the kingdoqi in a hall 
called ToUerabohy a place antiently deftined for the ele6Iion of 
the DaniJh kings. ‘ Here he was proclaimed king of Denmark 
;md Nerwayy receiving from archbilhop Yvon the ftandard of 
the kingdom. 


^ s Mbvrs. Vlt. Chrifl. p- 3. DesRoefies, t. iv. Vit. Chrlfl. 
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iklCtJA this while was clofcly bcfiegcd in fFt/hy, Obliged a. D- * 
to abandon the town^ be retired to the citadel* with a reiolu'^ 1448. 
tion ro defend it to the laft extremity, leaving the care of the Eric 
city to ^htf^inhabitants. Matteis foon wore a diflerent hj 

on his retreat. The inhabitants, fatigued wAb a long fiege, /^Swedes 
loft their courage. The out>pofts were negle£led, and th^ Wisby, 
no more appeared in fuch numbers, or with the fame fpirit, 
on the ramparts. This did not pafs unobferved by the be- 
fiegeis; they cafily conjedured the reafon, and refolvcd w^**^*' 
give the aftault, which proved fatal to IViJby^ and brought it 
into the hands of the enemy. Such trepidation did the fury 
of the aflailants occafion, that, had they attempt'^d the cita¬ 
del, they would have probably fuccceded. Meurfms however 
alledges, that the ladders were ai^ually placed to the walls 
of tile citadel, and vigorous eftbrts made by the Swedes ; but 
defeated By the vigilance and bravery of Ericy who exerted 
himfelf in a very extraordinary manner on this occafion. 

But whatever countenance he might hold out to the ene¬ 
my, the lofs of the city greatly difconcerted and ft rattened 
him. Provifions began to fail, and courage to be rendered of 
no effect, when famine ftared him in the face. In this per¬ 
plexity ,he held a council of his officers, and dcGred their ad¬ 
vice ; but all declared themfelves unable to determine upon 
any falutary meafures. Upon this he refolved to demand an 
interview with the Swedijh generals, which ivas granted. He 
told them, that, on the whole, he owed great obligations to 
the Danes, who permitted him to enjoy this retreat unmo- 
lefted, whatever caufe of cdmplaint he might have for their 
firft defetSfion. ^ The fam^ he could not alledge in favour of 
the Swedes, who not only frequently took arms againft him, 
depofed him, and placed in his throne a baTc ufurper, but 
now fought to drive him out of that little fpot of ground, 
fituated in the middle of the Tea, and the only place where he 
could end his unfortunate life in tranquillity. He reprelented 
to them, that nothing could be more inglorious than to ac¬ 
cumulate misfortunes on thofe already opprcilcd with mifery, 
or to deprive their king of his only remaining hope, that of 
dyingjn eafe. 

TH£*generals replied, that they could not, with honour or 
iafety, forbear executing their inftrudlions, which were to 
give him no quarter, if he refufed to furrender prifoner atdif- 
cretion, and give up his whole treafure. * But Eric cajoled 
them with fuch flattering expreffions, and foftened them with 
fo hoirible a pi£fure of his iltuaiion, that they granted a truce 
for a few days. It is faid, that Magnus Green, the comman¬ 
der in chief, toUched with the misfortunes of this prince, held 
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a private correspondence with him, and agreed to tbe'tnice* 

* in hopes that, before it was expired, he would have put him* 
lelf in a ftate of defence. He even connived at his laying in 
ftores of provilion and ammunition. 

ERIC made the beft ufe of the opportunity, and laid in 
{lores and provifion fuificienc to ftarjd a long uege. At the 
expiration of the truce, he was fummoned to Surrender the 
citadel; but on terms lefb rigid than were before oiTered. In 
coiifequcnce of orders from their king, the generals nov/ per¬ 
mitted him to go wherever he pleafcd, with all his 
King Charles dreaded the preparations made by ChrlJiianj 
knowing he Oiould be forced to withdraw his troops, if 
Succour was fent to Eric ; and this it was that occailoned thcfe 
frefli inftrudlions and moderate terms, which however were 
rejected by Eric. He now found himfelf fupplicd with necefl'a- 
ries, and refufed to comply witli'any conditions until be could 
hear from Denmark. Accordins^ly he fent ambafiadors to ac¬ 
quaint the fenate with his fituation, to demand Ipccdy afliil- 
ance, and to offer the citadel to be garrifoned by Danijh 
_. troops. His pro^tofal was embraced with joy. Chrijiian 
xhTthaM ^***PP^*^ * fleet with great celerity, and gave the command of 
•/ Wisby ** Olaus Axelfon^ an officer of great, reputation. His ^nftruc- 
intothe ^ were 10 take porteffionof the citadel of fViJby.t to place 
hands of » ftrong garrifon in it, and to remove lErxc^ lyith all his cf 
the Danes, feds, to any town of Denmark.^ or of Pomerania^ at his op¬ 
tion. The fleet put to Tea, and arrived off the iiland of 
Gfithland: OZ/rMs'liad an interview with Green the Stuedi/b ge¬ 
neral, who permitted him to enter the harbou^ of un- 
molefted j he landed his troops, toolb'poflelfion of the citadcl> 
and conduded Eric fate to Burund. 

Chriftian ERIC was '^t a few days here when* he received a depu- 
irtats him ution from Chrijiian^ which does great honour to the polite- 
nuitbgreat and humanity of that prince. He was requefled not to 

humanity up his refidence in any place out of the Danijh domi- 

anddif nions. He was offered the iiland of Femeren, and an appdnt- 
tsuStsoa, which would enable him to live in a manner worthy of 

his dignity. Erie was affeded with thefe inffances of ten- 
dernels: he was ready to embrace the propofal, acco^dtng to 
fome hiftorians} but afterwards altered his fentiments, and re¬ 
tired with a flender retinue to Rugenwhld in Pomerania^ to 
which place he was attended out of refped by the Dwtijh de¬ 
puties. Here he dided his days in great tranquillity, without 
attempting to recover bis crown, or even repining at the 
lofs. It is fuppofed, that fome pundilious- ferules pr»> 
vented his returning to Denmarky and induced him to prefer 
an ealy though obfeure life in his own country, to one mqr^ 

• • rplendif 
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and agreeaUe in an ifland |hat conpofied 1>iit t ttgj * 

^all part of Kia fonner^domtnions *. 

yXHE citadel of Wi/by had changed its garrifon, without a. D. 
ideering its real fituation. Still the Sutides pufhed the fiege i jjjg‘ 
and the*garrifon, finding provifion and floret growing (hort, 
difpatched a mefienger to Denmark to acquaint Chrijitan^ that. Swedes 
unlefs they received fpeedy afhflance, they would be forced to coutinue t» 
furrender. Incenfed at this account, the king raifed Xtoo^i^ bf/iege the 
and equipped a fquadron with all poflible expedition, refolving^'^^ of 
to drive the Swedes out of the ifland. He put to fca with a Wisby. 
body of choice troops, and attended by the flower of the//«/- 
Jhin nobility. On his arrival off the coaft of Gothland, he 
fent Axelfon to treat with the Swedifi generals, aiul prevail on 
them, if poflible, to withdraw their troo{)s, to avoid the ef> 
fufloq of blood. Axelfon laid his inflru^bns before the ge¬ 
nerals i bu( could obtain no o^er anfwer than that they were 
ready to agree to a fufpenflon of arms for a certain time, du¬ 
ring which the two kings might negotiate a peace, things now 
remaining in their prefent poflure; that is, Wijly in the hands 
of the Swedes, and the citadel in thofe of the Danes. His ma- Chriflian 
jefly, notfatisfied with this anfwer, immediatr;Iy difembarked 
the troops, fupplied the citadel with all manner of (lores and btjieged. 
provifiofl, razed fome forts the Swedes had built round it, and 


then encamped before the city, to which he laid Aege. One 
very brifk adion pafled, in whkrh neither Ado gained any con- 
fiderable advantage ; however, it determined Chrijiian to fet 
Are to the city ; upon which the Swedes retired to the large 
houfes built with (tone. Upon their retreat the king or- 
der^ the walls 10 be dem/)lifhed, and then attacked the gar¬ 
rifon conAned in the large houfes, with fo much vigour, that 
he foon beca|ne maftar of the whole city, the dheany fubmic- 
ting at diferetion. 

The conqueft of the ifland was not, however, the A>le Cbriftian 
object of this expedition. Chrijiian fought the afle( 9 ions courts the 
and friendfhip of the Swedijh nation, in order to pave the v/zyctJe3ions 
for the union of the three crowns. He exhorted the nobility^ 
and officers, his prifoners, to enter into tbefc meafurcs, and . 
obtained thair promife, on condition the prifoners were fet 
liberty* without ranfbm. His majefly, after fufficiemly-gar- 
rifoning all the forts |Dd ftrong poib in the ifland, returned 
yidoftoos to Dentnark, where ht was folemnly crowned by 
the archbifhop Lundeni a ceremony hitharto omitted. The 
fame day alio hfT elpoufed Dorothea^ widow of the late king 
Cbrtfiofher, 
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* . ' CHARLES of Swiitn^ to oonfole himfclf for the MgtM 

^fuftained in GuMand^ made a defeent on Norwt^^ and exene^ 
himfelf fo vigoroufl)^, that he was crowned king at Drm^ 
theim^ in fpiic of all the endeavours of the nobility, who ex-, 
horted the peopb to adhere to the union of Calmar. But 
fearing that Chrtftian might, in the mean while* invade Swt- 
den^ he appointed a regency in NSrway and returned with 
the utmoft difpatch. But though Chrijiian was by no meana 
pleafcd with this proceeding, he rcfolved to fit down quietly, 
and rather fupport the lols of the crown of Norway^ than har- 
rafs his people with frefli difputcs, already reduced very low by 
the long wars with Holftein^ and bad oecconomy under Eric* 
With a view to eftablifh peace* he fent an ambalTy to Swe- 
den^ inviting king Charles to an interview at Helmjiadt^ to 
compofe all difierences between the two kingdoms. The 
ambalTadors were ordered to dcTiand, that if Charles did not 


• chufe to attend in perl'un, he would fend two ambafladors with 
full powers to treat and conclude peace. 

On their arrival in Sweden they laid their infl:ru£fions before 
the fenate, and were anfwered, that the bufmefs of the na¬ 
tion required hh majclly’s prefence; but two ambafladors 
(hould attend the congrefs, with all the neceflary powers; 
Befidcs the plenipotentiaries, Charles appointed twelve depu¬ 
ties to accompany them, to whom he gave peremptory in- 
ltru£tions, to part with neither the kingdom of Norway nor the 
ifle of Gothland, to his Damjh majefty ; but to fubmit that 
affair to the decifion of the pope or emperor, or of the 
fword. 

Chriftian CHRISTIAN opened the congrefs with complaining, that 
romplains Charles, in prejudice of all the treaties between the northern 
tQthe ^^f^^crowns, had, .rom an ambition to reign, procured to himfelf 
dua crown of Sweden ; a proceeding which it was evident 

Swemfli intail a perpetual war on the three kingdoms. He re- 

wdejiy. advantages of the union of Calmar, fo folemnly 

fworn to by the ftates of the three kingdoms. He affirmed it 
was the only meafure that could be thought of, to preferve 
peace, reprefs the ambition of the great, who might afpire at 
the crown, and oppofe all the attacks from foreign enemies* 
He added, that he could not, without aftonifhmenc, on 
Charkdo late proceedings in Norway, aigd violently obliging 
the Bates to elcdl him king, although he well knew, that 
florway a{)pertainrd, by right of fucceffion, to the king of 
Denmark. He doubi^ not, therefore, but that prince pre« 
ferred war to peace, elfe would he never go on in a feries of 
filch pradtices. His majedy then concluded, with exhorting 
the afl'embly to labouur with him in avoiding hoftilities, and a 
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which could not fail of proving ruinous and deftruflivt! * 

^ the lubjeds of the three kingdoms, a confequence, in his 
•'4^(1 opinion, not to be balanced by the moil lignal advan¬ 
tages to^ the king 

. It was evident that ChrlJ^ian^ harangue made an imprcf- 7/,^ 
fion on the Swedijh plenipotentiaries and deputies, already S'vcdc.s . 
ditguiled with the govenfment of Charles^ whom with icr-ret difyrjh-J ' 
they permitted to alcend the throne, only bccaufe they could 
not oppofe his elevation. They replied therefore to his nia- Ch.ules’.f 
jefty, that nothing would give them to much I'atis^'adlion as 
the means of ellablifhing a foIiJ peace. Thty promiled to 
ufc all their cndeavouis to procure the rcflituiicm of Nor- 
v/ay^ to which it was certain Chmlts had no manner of right; 
and they even went fo far as to engage obliging fiim to ah- 
oicatck the crov/n of Sweden^ provided he touid olnain the 
viceroyftii{.» of that kingdom# This reply was iunri'iy cor- 
refpondent to the king’s wifh, and indeed ntore than lie could 
well expedf, at the fir (I mention or his dcriiin. He told the 
plenipotentiaries, that for the fake of peace he accepted their 
offer, provided that on their return they would exert them- 
felves to, effect their promifes. , 

(i>N their return ro Sjje.kny they laid before the king the 
conclufion of the negotiation, with wiiicli 6 '/WAj was vio¬ 
lently enraged. He accufed the plenipotentiaries of having 
c.\ceeded their inftrudtions ifrid betrayed him : he confif- 
cated their eftates, under pretence of tneir having confpired 
againft his crown, affembled a diet ’AtCulnittry taking care 
that only his own creatures lliould be prefent, and obliged 
.them to renew fltcir oath>)f allegiance. IJut iinlead of pro¬ 
moting his intcreft by fuch violent meafuies, he feemed to 
labour his own deflnikiiion. d'lie picniporcntiJties were no¬ 
blemen of high diltinction and great influence; the depu¬ 
ties joined wiih them, and all relolved to revenge the affront 
and injury done them. They made offer of their ferviccs A. 1 >, 
to Chrijlian^ who rejoiced .lt an acqiiifition, which Charles de- 1456* 
fpifed undvT the lalfe notion that his authority was too well 
ellablifhcd to receive any Ihock from tlie revolt of luch a 
fiandful of tiis fubjccls. 

CIlIikTI/lN waited for fomc time at Helmjladty expell¬ 
ing an anfw'cr from iweden, with rej’pedt to ttie conditions 
flipulated at the congiefs ; but the time appointed being 
elapfedi he called a diet in Zealand^ to deliberate on the ne- 
ceffary mcafures to be taken. It was the opinion of the 
diet, and upon this a refolution was formed, that his majelly 

* Des Roceies Hill, de Denmarr;, t. iv. Vit. Chrift. 
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fhould not enter upon open war, but content himfeif 
with annoying the commerce, and harraffing the coaft| 
of Sweden ixM Norway^ which would cncreafc the peoples' 
diftafte of Charleses government, of which they already 
complained, anft make them more eager to renew the 
union of the three crowns. Accordingly an army was le- 
’ vied, and a fleet equipped. Orders were given to the ge¬ 

nerals and admirals, to make defeents on all the coafts of 
Sweden^ where they imagined they could be fuccefsful, but 
without hazard. They punctually executed their commiflion, 
having ravaged the whole fca-coafl:, and advanced withitt 
fight of Stciiholm. Here the troops were landed, and terri¬ 
ble incurfions made to the very walls of the capital; after 
which they embarked again without loft, carrying with them 
a prodigious booty, yohannes Got bus alledges, however; that 
this booty coft them dear; fof‘ while they were 6'ilperfed in 
negligence and fecurity about the country, they were attacked 
by a body of Swedes, who defeated them, took a great number 
of prifoners, and left fome hundreds dead upon the field \ 

A. D, The following year Chrijiian went to J^sfmar, under pre- 
* 45 ** tence of performing a vow j but in reality to confer with jthe 
margrave and other German princes, and to labour tQ prevail 
on the hanfe-towns to xofuk Charles the fuccours he folicited. 
In one refpeCl this journey profited the Damjh monarch ; in 
another it was prejudicial to his'intereft. He executed all he 
defired with the German ftates; but Charles taking advan¬ 
tage of his abfence, revenged upon Schonen the infults com- 
2 harles mitted by ChrijUan\ fleet on the 'Swedijb coafts. He entered 
niers the province in the depth of wint^-r, with an army faid to 
Jehonen, amount to feventy thoufand men, burning^ and deftroying all 
xttd lays before him. Men, women, and children, without diflinc- 
wajiethe jion, were cruelly put to the fword. Such as were happy 
'provinces, enough to efcape the fury of this barbarous foe, took fhelter 
in the mountains and inaccelfible rocks, where, endeavouring 
to avoid the fword, they encountered a dciith more terrible 
from cold and famine. Nor did the villages and little mar- 
ket towns alone feel the weight of Charles’s refentment. The 
towns of Helfinburg and Landjkroon were reduced to. afhes. 
Luuden indeed repulfed all the endeavours of this formidable 
army. Archbifliop Tychon, at the heaS of a body of brave 
volunteers, made fuch furious (allies, as furced the Swedes to 
retire with* great *lofs, after they had fet fire to the fuburbst. 
Charles continued for fcveral weeks before this city, but the 
lall fally he could not Hand. Tychon had colleCied hisrwholo 
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fqixcj and bur fling forth from bnc of the ports like an irrcfilli- 
bfe torrent, drove all before him, and was fccondcd in the 
^nn'uit by a great body of peafants, who fell upon the flying 
Sw rtVf, and made terrible deftruflion. This difgrace only 
ferved to* fharpen the cruelty and fword of C%barlcs. Retir¬ 
ing to the monaftery of Dalbcriy he faoificcd in cold blood 
a number of merchants, Rrho had taken flicker in the mo*- • 
naftery as a place of fecuriry. He burnt fcvcral other reli¬ 
gious Iviufes in his retreat,and attacked the callle of It 'etdr^ey 
where he met wirh a repuhe from the lady to whom it belong¬ 
ed. This heroine collc6ling together her vaflals and tenants, 

Charles jo warm a icception, that he was glad to purfue 
his march without making arw farther attempts. 'Ilftts Charles 
was twice difgraced by two peifons the leaft fit for conduct¬ 
ing mditary opciations ; the one on account of his facreJ 
funtSlion, tl*e other by reafon <if her tender fex. 

CHRISTIANA'S abfence deprived the unhappy Stboneners oi 
protedlion ; and now, on his return, the Sound was (but up 
with ice in fuch a manner, as prevented him from giving them 
any effedlual fuccour. Enraged with the barbarity of Charles^ The Da- 
ihe Danijh monarch meditated revenge; and, early in the nilh fleet 
fpring fent a flrong fquadron, under Axelforty to {\e^p.lap fiege 

to Stockh^m^ while himfelf, at the head of a powerful army. Stock- 
entered Sweden on the other fide. His firft fliock fell 
Weji Gothland^ where he cafily^educcd Ladefe\ and made fome 
{lay in order to repair the fortifications : but his time was not 
idly fpent, though he feemed to pafs it inadiivaly. At Ladcfe 
he had frequent conferences With the nobility and gentry of 
^VejiGothland^ atl of whoj];i promifed to acknowledge him for 
their fovercign, as fooH as lie had conquered a certain part of 
Sweden. Otljprs diffr.’tc demand any conditions? Uicy, with¬ 
out hefitation, renounced their allegiance to Charles, and 
fwore obedience to Chrijiian. Nor did the fortifications fo 
wholly employ the Damft) troops, as to prevent their making 
very profitable cxcurfions into the neighbouring country, 
where they plundered the houfes and eflates of fuch as re¬ 
mained in their alle»iance to Charles. The SvjediJh peafants 
fought ftek* in the mountains; but receiving intelligence 
that the eftemy wcie Icfs numerous than at firft: they imagined, 
they ailembled and attacked the Vanes, whom they found | 
difperfed in quefl of booty about the country, and cut great ^ * 
numbers of them in pieces. Another body of Danes, hearing 
of the fate of their comrades, drew the peafant army to a 
battle in the open plain, and had their revenge, by obtaining 
a fignal and complete vidory. Bv this lafl advantage, the 
whole province fubmitted to Chrijiian j all the inhabitants^ 
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whether peafants or nobles, acknowledging Chrijlian for 
fovereign. ' 

During thcfe X.x^nhQ\cxn%mJVt>JlGothland^ Charles tn~ 
tercd Vplaml at the head of his army, and defcended into the 
forcft of Tyivciicm^ with intenyon to oppofe Chrijlian s pro- 
grcfs. With this view he placed his troops in ambuHi on 
the road the Danijh army muft march ; but hearing that Stock¬ 
holm was inverted, he altered his defign, and flew to the re¬ 
lief of the capital. His arrival was feafonabic ; the city had 
been clofcly blocked up by iea, and the troops were jult be¬ 
ginning to carry on their approaches by l.tnd. 7 'hc befieged, 
encouraged by the prcfcnce of their monarch, took the moft: 
vigorous mcafurcs for their defence; and the Daws^ per¬ 
ceiving that all their endeavours to reduce the place would 
be vain, quitted the flege, and fet iail for Denmark. 

This difappointidcnt was fdlowed by anothei, more im¬ 
portant. Chri/iiany determining to return to Denmark^ oti 
account of the approaching winter, fent before him a detach¬ 
ment to clear the roads, and fccurc the army againlt ambuf- 
cadcs. The officer appointcil to this duty difeharged his bufi- 
nefs fo negligently, that he fell into the ambufti he was fent 
to avoid, and was cut in pieces, with all his corps., 

Tins fncccfs gave frefli courage to Charles^ who, advancing 
towards Jpyi Gothland^ detached a part of his army to attack 
Ladefe^ which ‘place had bei'ii newly fortified by the Danes, 
J'hord Bovde was chofen to execute this bufinefs, and he ac¬ 
quitted hlmfcli with artonifliing diligence, marching day and 
night through thick forefts, over rteep rocks and mountains 
covered with ice and fnow, until .be at length arrived before 
the town, which he attacked, fword -in hand, and carried, 
making the’whole garrifon prifoners rfi difcrctisKi. No fooner 
bad Charles received the welcome news than he hartened with, 
his army to Gothland^ and obliged all the governors, 
placed in thedift’erent garrilbns by Cbijlian^ to furrender ihcir 
trufts to him 

CHRISTIAN was not, however, difeoncerted at thefe 
fuccefles gained by the enemy. He had another game to 
play ; it being Icfs his intention to carry on a war with Charles^ 
than by dint of policy to oblige the Swedes to demand the 
execution of the union of Calmar. 'Tfo efte6l this he did not 
enter upon frefli hoflilities} but continued to keep the whole 
nation under pdpetual alarms, and conltrain Chailes to main¬ 
tain fo large a {landing army as would foon impoverifh the 
kingdom, and render his government odious to the people. 
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At laft the Swedijh troops began to murmur at the frequent 
marches and countermarches they were forced to make, ac- 
bordmg to the alarm fpread by Chri/lian. The people com¬ 
plained Jgudly of the weight of taxes, and the opprcflioii of 
the military. This was ptccifciJy what the aitrtil Damjh mo¬ 
narch forefsiWj but thefe wcic not all the misfortunes to which, 
unhappy w’as expoltd. 'rhe governors of province;', 

towns, a!iJ forts, feized the opportunity of enriching thcin- 
fdves with the fpoils of the people, under the pretext c»f fep- 
porting the requlfite mllitaiy force, and even raifed contribu¬ 
tions, as if they were in an enemy’s country. All ihcfe ac¬ 
cumulated miferics might however be thought tolcfc^lc, had 
it not pleated the Almighty to crown them with ihofc t\vo 
molt dreadful feourgcs of mankind, pcftilcnce and famine, 
wiiich rhgej with iintelcnting fury athong men and cattle. 

Such for i confidcrable timeVas the deplorable condition 

Swedn^ Denmark^ the neighbouring kingdom, en¬ 

joyed cafe, plenty, and fcciirity. If at any time the repofe of 
the kingdom was diftuibed, it proceeded only from fomc flight 
ikirmifh with the enemy, or incurfion into their country. 

This year rcfclvcd to diftrefs Swa/i'j* ftill more, -A. D. 

and at oneg to rciiucc Charhs to the neceffity of making peace 
on the terms he fltould think fit to grant. At the head of a ^"riihaa 
numerous army he pafl'ed the borders, and laid ficgc to Elf\- 
huvg^ which forticfs he carried ffy afl'ault. N<?xt he repaired 
the fortifications of Denholm^ the key of Stborirn^ to pi event 
the enemy from over-running that province a Yccond time. 
Encouraged by his fuccefl'es, he formed greater defigns; the 
fiAft flop to which vvas thcc^quefl of the ifland Ocland. 7 'his,^^ 
expedition he intru(laJ«'‘'to general Gric;;, who had left ihcQeiand. 
Hwedifn fervicc j*i difguli* He made a dcTcent, in fpite of the 
rcfiflance of the inhabitants, and fat down with his army be¬ 
fore BorLholm. 'I'he garrifon bravely flood cut to the laff, 
and d:d not furrendcr before a large breach was made, and the 
Danci weie preparing to give the affault; and then too upon 
honourable conditions. (Jreen^ however, took one precau¬ 
tion, and ftri£tly prohibited any officer or foldier of the garri¬ 
fon, undg; paih of death, to cany ofF any thing befidcs his 
own effects.® This he did upon receiving advice th.it Charles 
had lodt>ed a confidcraWe treafure here, to fupport a w’ar 
agalnff Denmark 

the other hand, Chrijlian was making a*i-apid progreft 
in the reductiDn of the continent of Sweden^ infomuch that 
the biiliops and nobility, to avoid the horrors of war, were 
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forming a defign of beftowing the crown upon him. 
complained^ ihtit Charles, naturally haughty, grew intole:able, 
fince his accelTion, governing in the moft arbitrary manner, 
attacking the privileges of the different ftates, and regulating 
all things by his will, without fbgard to law and the conftitu- 
Yion. Since the reign of AIaTgf''et, the bifhops had been 
ftrongly attached to the interens of Denmark, that queen 
having raifed their authority in the government above the no¬ 
bility. Xhey could not fupport tire thoughts of a rddut^ion 
of pov/er, which Charles was continually attempting, nor that 
any of the church-lands fhould be fequeftered for the ufe of 
the croi^'n. That prince had appointed commiflioners to 
examine into the titles by which the clergy held divers eftates. 
lie publifned a decree, forbidding all his fubjedls, under fe- 
vere penalties, from founding religious houfes and eltablifh- 
ments, fo prejudicial to the kingdom in general, and injurious 
to individuals, as it would put the whole wealth into the hands 
of the clergy. 

Nothing could be more agreeable to Chrijiian than this 
policy of ihe Swedijh monarch, which was un(eafonable with 
refpeiSt to hts own intercfl, but falutary to his people. The 
clergy treated him as a heretic, and regarded his'attacks ori 
their temporal intereft as an attempt againfl religion, in which 
view they artfk'lly prefented ir to the people. In this confifts 
the ftrength of the politics of this facred body : whatever af- 
fedls their po'ver and wealth is immediately confounded with 
religion itfelf; the cry is raifed againft dangerous innovation ; 
the flames of fedition kindled, and the n*:al caufe of their 
jealoufy and refentment conceaie'^ %amidfl; a thoufand othtr^ 
falfe but fpscious pretexts. It happeq'^^Nrhus with the Swedsfik 
clergy, who openly revolted againlr Charles, though he had 
never meddled with religion, and engaged more than half of 
Sweden in their deflgns. The archbi^op of llpfal, on account 
of fomc perfonal grievances, declared himfclf the head of this 
revolt. He fent privately xcsChriJlian, inviting him into Swe¬ 
den to reflore the union of Calmar, afluring him, that all the 
clergy would declare in his favour, and that thfy were ready 
to a man to receive him in their cities and garrilpit* as their 
lawful fovercign. ^ 

CHRISTIAN had long watched this occafion, and now 
I'efolved.to embrace it. He equipped a fleet, which he fent tp 
Finland, under the command of general Grfen. IFiburg was 
befieged and taken, and then the citadel attacked with tbs 
fame vigour : but Green, perceiving the garrifpn refolute and 
well provided, fet fire to the city, and retired. Now the 
haughtinefs of Charles^ which hitherto was fuppprtcd 
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and* the ftroogeft fortrefies in the kingdom, began to ftagger. 




* the||rogrers of the Danijb arms in Finland opened his eyes to 
his owp danger, and fet in full view the dreadful precipice 
on which he flood. Immediately he called aaliet at Stukholm^ 
to deliberate on the moft eifedual means of oppofing the im> 
pending ftorm. But thd bufinefs on which the diet enter€d’** 
was of a quite different nature: the archbifhop of Vpfal de- 
numded an equivalent for certain Ihips he had loft the pre¬ 
ceding fpring, by means of the Danes, Charles, who did not 
imagine himfelf bound to make fatisfadion, referred the mat¬ 
ter to the diet, who gave judgment againft his majefty. Dif- 
fatisfied with their decifion, he accuftd the diet hf partiality 


and corruption, which foon put an end to their proceedings, 
and made the aftembly break up in very ill temper, fully le- 
folved to vevenge themftlvew the firft opportunity that of¬ 
fered* ^ 

It was not long before the flates found occalion to fhew 
their difpofition. In the fpring the king went to Calmar, 
with intention to reconquer Otland ■, and his abfence furnilhed 
the archbifhop of Upfal with the means of, executing the 
feheme be projedled. Firft, he arrefted Hacquin Swenfon^ 
marechai of the houfhold, and imprifoned him in the caftle 
of Soljledt. Afterwards entering the metropolitan church, and 
convening the chapter, he pitt on his faceniotal ornaments, 
and proftrated himfelf before the high altar i then laying 
aflde his habit, he fworc he would never again refume 
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it, until he had driven king Charles out of the throne of 
^Sweden, and ihbftitu^ another fovereign in bis room; 
Taking up a fwordaritnhield, he marched out of the church 
at the head o£ all ms^aflais and dependants, fixed a de¬ 
claration on the church' door; by which he not only renounced 
his allegiance, but declared Charles the enemy of his country, 
and a tyrannical ufurper, who would overthrow the liberties 
of the people, and the eftablifhed religion. His next ftep 
was to juftify thefe violent meafures to the nation, which he 
did by a bitter charge drawn up againft the king, accufing 
him of vioftnee, tyranny, oppreffion, pride, arrogance, and 
avarice; 5n a word, of every crime which could render him 


deteftable in the cyessof a free people. 

The archbifhop knew well that no time muft be loft in 
backing fo open a declaration with force: hoslelt n(\ftone un¬ 
turned to bring the nobility and commons into his fentiments, 
and he commenced hoftilicies by laying fiege to Arhuftn in 
^orm. Qharles was no fooner informed of thefe proceedings, 
than he marched with the utmoft expedition towards Arhujen, 
* • . • A a 4 with 
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fvith intention to furprife the archbifhop ; but the art^I pra^^ 
late, informed of his motions, made a forced march in 
night, and by break of day attacked the king’s forces ^tiesur ' 
Stregnez^ while his majefty believed himfelf at the ^idance 
of a day’s joiirrifey from him. ^t firft he was diiconcerted; 
but immediately recolle6ting himfelf, he encouraged his troops, 

- ahd relied upon his numbers. Hoi^ever, a wound which 
received obiued him to retire out of the field,; a circumftance 
that fo difheartened the foldicrs, as gave the archbifhop an 
caly but no very important vidory. Ci/arles took fhclter in 
Stockholrriy and, to prevent his being purfued, ordered the 
fubuibs lo be Jet on fire. Thither he was followed by the 
prelate, v^to, after raiftng the whole country in arms, laid 
fiege to the capital. His operations w'crc vigorous, and the 
. ■ king’s fuuation declining. At laft, Charles dcfpairing of re- 

iitofed finding the greater f art of the nation‘JiwfFcded, 

D. concealed the public treafure in the houfc of the Dominican 
1453! friars, and embarked with his own private riches in a fhip, 
with which he fet fail in the night to Dantzic. This event 
happened in the month of Alarch, 1458, and in the ninth 
year of his reic^n. Immediately the Swedijh lords in Denmark 
returned to Stockholm, entered upon the public affairs in con- 
fultation with the archbifhop, and unanimoufly refolved to 
eled Chrijlian in the room of Charles, who had, by his flight, 
abdicated the throne. Accordingly they difpatchcd an am- 
bafly, to invite the Danijh monarch to accept of their crown, 
and come to Stcckhohn, to have the ceremony of his corona¬ 
tion performed. 7 'hc offer was not rejected ; equip¬ 

ped a fleet, and fet fail, attended wi2;h a greafnumber of no-, 
bility, for Sweden. On his firft arriv’at^hf was prefented with 
a writing, coVitaining the chief articifi w the^rivileges of 
tlie nation, which he read over and figned without hefitation, 
finding them peifedly confonant to rcafon and juftice. He 
was then conduded, firfl into the church by the archbifhop 
and fenate, and then into the citadel, amidif the acclama¬ 
tions of the people. No fooner was he invefted with the 
badges of authority, than he applied himfelf diligently to re- 
cft.ablifh tranquility and good order. An infinity of conjplaints 
fChriftian againft the late king came pouring in daily, all protdfing that 
iseUSied they had taken arms againll their prcfeit fovercign, only be- 
king of caufe they had been deceived by the cunning of Charles. The 
Sweden, king gave .obliging anfwers to all the plaintiffs, bid them be of 
^ndtherthy good courage, for it fhould be his ffudy to redrefs all their 
grievances, and render their lives happy", 
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Hiftory ef Denmarjc; 

• ^’he acquifition of the Swedijh crown foon gained Chrif- * 

that of Norway. He had nothing more to do than pre- 
^enV>imfeIf at Drontheim., and receive the allegiance of the 
ifatest^f Norway. Tathis was added another valuable acqui- 
fitioH) and the more fo, as,it had for abovt half a century 
been the caufe of numberlcfs misfortunes to Denmark. AM- 
fhusy duke of Siefwicky uncle by the mother’s fide to Chrijiidn'^ 2 ** 
dying'without iffue, the dutchy reverted inconteftably to the The Mcly 
crown of Denmark ; but there remained difputts about the Otc-o/ sicf- 
ceilion to HoIJiem and St.'rmar, that laid the foundation of wick re- 
much trouble to all the neighbouring ftates. Chriftian had a averts to 
iuft claim upon thefe territories ; but as they we^e perfonal,^^^ 
and not derived from his crown, it will be uRncccffary to?^ 
enter upon particulars. Sufficient it is, that the earldoms of 
Jlolftcin and Stormar were ceded to the king, on condition 
that he psHd to Otton^ earl of Bchaivemlntrgy the other claimant, 
thefumof forty thoufand ducats, buying oft' likcwife the pre- 
tenfions of Gerhard and Alauriee^ nephews to the late Adol- 
fhusy for an equivalent •*. 

• When Chriftian took pofleffion of thefe earldoms, it was 
expedient he ^lould receive an oath of allegiance from his 
fubje^f^ and laffals. The city of Hamburg was within the 
jjurifdit^ion of Stormar^ and thither the king went to receive 
the allegiance of the magiftrates. But they reprefented to 
him, that all the former earll were fatishcckwith a promife of 
obedience, without ever exacting an oath ; they therefore bc- 
fought his majefty, that he would not break*through an an- 
tient cuftom, which greatly afFcdcd their liberties. Chri/ttah’s 
moderation prSfited hi^on this occafion : he feemed fatisfied 
with their apolomKflmd they, in return, not 

obadicnce, shut ntce^ife to take the oaths wbfenever his pre- 
fent majefty, or his fucreffors, ftiould require. 

The king held his court this year zi Reinfelden, in 5 /^- A. D. 
wkk^ where he endeavoured to compofe certain difturbanccs, 1460. 
which had their origin in the free town of Lunenburg. The 
fenate of this town, finding the public debt inconvenient, ap¬ 
plied certain cffc6U of the church to the payment of the molt 
oppreffive Encumbrances. The bilhops of Schwerin Lu- 
hec corfiplained violently of this proceeding; laid it before his 
hoiinefs, who immediately Interdided the fcnaie and inhabi¬ 
tants, until fuch time as reftitution was made to the church. 

This occafioned an infurrctSlton in Lunenburg the inhabi¬ 
tants confpiring againft the magiftrates, depofed them, created 
itew officers, who were foon turned out to make room for the 
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^he Hiftory of Denmark. 

old. Seditions of the fame nature happened in Luh^ *and 
Hamburgh^ and were carried on with equal violence, 
bilhop of tVerden^ who, of all the clergy, happened to 
the pope’s cenfure, on account of his liding with the fenate of 
Lunenburg^ came to wait on the^king at Reinfelden, At this. 
prelate’s requeft Chrtjlian interpoled, and by his mediation 
''t>/ought about a good underdanding^and perfe< 5 f reconciliation 
between the people and clergy of the hanfe^towns. It was 
this year that he obliged the Dominicans to refund the treafure 
lodged in their hands by Charles^ after they had for a long 
time denied the fadt. 

The following year the pope’s legate came to Sweden, 
with full pchvers to grant indulgences to all thofe who would 
contribute a certain lum towards carrying on a war againft 
the Inhdels : a ftate-pretext which the holy fee had often* fuc- 
ceisfully pleaded, to fleece the fabjedts of every crown that ac¬ 
knowledged the fuprcmacy of the pope. Chri/iian, how'cvcr, 
put a check to the rapid ^rogrefs the legate was making in 
levying this tax upon fuperflition. He pretended that money 
was wanted to execute an expedition he defigned againft cer¬ 
tain fchifmaticSfin his neighbourhood, and came to an agree¬ 
ment with the legate, that the fum levied by indulgences 
ihould be divided between them ; in confequence of which he 
lepleniflicd the treafury, without diftatis^ing the people. 

About this time the two brothers Gerhard and Maurice, 
fons of Adolphus, came to a rupture about the county or earl¬ 
dom of Delmenhorji, to which both laid claim. Gerhard was 
fupported by the king; but the aftairs of Sweden requiring his 
return, he wrote to the duke of Brunfwci and Ififtiop of Mun^ 
Jler to affift Gerhard, then beficged by^iis^^ther in Delmen- 
horji i a requeft with which the duke, pl<*ai^ witlr an oppor¬ 
tunity of obliging his majefty. Immediately complied. He 
marched with great diligence to the relief of the befieged, at¬ 
tacked Maurice in his trenches, and, after a very blo^y ac¬ 
tion, foiced him to raife the fiege. Next year his m.«jefty 
mediated a peace between the two brothers, in which he did 
not forget his own intereft; but we are not informed of the 
particulars. * , 

This year Chrijlian made a tour to Mecklenburg, alid held 
a congrefs at IVifmar, in the marche of Brandenburg, with a 
number of princes ; the intention of which is not fet 

forth by writers, k is fuppofed, however, that meafures were 
concerted for humbling the pride of the hanfe-towns, whofe 
infolencc daily enercafed with their opulence, and gave um¬ 
brage to all the neighbouring ftates. C)thcrs again arc of opi¬ 
nion, that only a defcnlivt-lcague was formed, ' « 
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"In the meat! tinfie the Svftdn ^an to complain loudly of Vie * 

maiefty's abfcnce, and permitting the people to be oppref- Swedes 
Mkby lieutenants and oHicere. They were aftoniihed that a 
prince, fo prudent as Chriflian, (hould have fallen into an or- 
tor of government fo fatal to feveral of his’predeceifors. They 
alfo blamed him loudly for applying the national treafure, re- 
covered from the Domihicam, towards the purchafe of 
and Starmart two earldoms, with which Swtden had no con- ‘‘'"■***'"*'* 
neSion. On the other hand, ChrifiioM was informed of the 
difeontents of the Swedes, and all their motions ; in confe- 
quence of which he palled fuddenly to Stockholm^ with inten¬ 
tion to llifle the fparks of fedition, before they received 
ftrength. His project however mifearried, anti* be fell into 
the ftiare laid for him hy his enemies. This is not the place to 
enter minutely u^n the whole of the plan, fchemed out by 
fome artful enemies to Chriftian and their country j fulEcicnt 
it is, that they produced ajealoufy between him and the arch- 
biOiop of Upfal^ his moft faithful fubjedf, which was the firfl: 
occafion of the revolt that followed. His majelly lirft feized a 
upon the archbifliop’s perfon, and fent him prifoner into Den- 
mark, making himfelf afterwards mafter of all the garrifons affairs 
within that prelate’s jurifdidion. Katill, bilhop of Limo- ^eden. 
ping, nephew to the archbilhop, wrote to the king to rcleafe 
his uncle, threatening in cafe of refufal to ufe force. Chri/iian 
defpifed his menaces, wasiieGeged in by the prelate, 

and after a lharp a6^ion, forced to retire privately into Den¬ 
mark, to avoid falling Into his hands. • 

Early in the following fpring he returned with a power- A. D. 
ful armamedt to Swe^n, Katill, unable to oppofe fo nume- 1464* 
rous an army, rpkrtla to the province of Dalia, and blocked 
up all the %vith forts built in conveifijpnt places, and 
trees cut.down in all the avenues. trufting to his 

^rength, purfued his march, imagining he fhould eaGly fur- Swedes 
mount all the difficulties raifed by fo (lender a body of men; 
but upon entering the foreils and narrow ways,' his troops were 
fo galled by the arrows difeharged by the peafants placed in 
ambufh, that he was forced to retire precipitately to Stockholm, 
af^pr loftng a great number of his belt men and o£Rcers. Ka¬ 
till pftrfued him thither, and immediately laid fiege a feconcl 
time to the city, t His majefiy, not chuiing to run the conl'e- 
quences of a fiege, having fortified in the befi manner pofll- 
ble the town and citadel, took fbip and failed to Den¬ 
mark (A). 

It 

(A) This is the relation of relied by other writers. All 
dfii-urjius, thctjgh we find it con- however agree, that after Chrif- 

tiau\ 
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' It was ibon after his majefty’s retreat, that KatiU publiHied 
a manifeilo in vindication of his own condu^l, filled with hrgp^ 
promifes to the people, bitter inve£>ives againft Chrijiian^ fk^ 
nounciiig the allegiance he had fworn to that prince^ and 


ccAtd time acknowledc'ed king; a piece of good fortune that 
was but of fhort duration. Divifions arofe among his tub- 
je£ls ; he foon became as odious as ever; and he abdicated the 
crown with more difhonour than before, having the additional 
difgrace of not profiting by experience *. 

CHR/STT/fN at length perceived his own error in dif- 
obliging the whole body of the clergy, by the affront put on 
the archbilhop. He therefore ffudied to repair his fault by 
rcleafing the prelate, loading him^with civilities and ^'xcufes, 
and obtaining his promife to forget all injuries, and take up 
arms againff Cbarks. The archbilhop afkcd no troops, know¬ 
ing that Chrijiian would have occafion to employ all his forces 
* in another quarter; he contented himfclf with a fum of mo¬ 
ney, apd pofted to Sweden to raife forces. 

A. T>* TiJis year fom'e difturbances appeared on the fide of IJol^ 
1465. Jiein. Gerhard, carl of Oldenburg, took arms to compel his 
Dantjl) majefty to pay him a fum of money due to him as the 
Vijputes executor rf)f Maurice, cUnder pretence of vifiting 

Denmark noblemen in Holjhin, he entered the country with a 

and the troops, and foiled upon fevcral ftrong holds by fur- 

tarlofOX- So beloved was this prince in HoljJein, that no one op- 

denburg. pofed his progrefs ; only the ftates wr^^e to Chrijlian, that 
however bufied he might be with the wtStr^^f^Sweden, thofe 
of Holjlein requked his immediate prefence!’ ills rr ajefty or¬ 
dered a diet at Kiel, and attended in period. Prince Gerhard 
Itkewifc appeared, and fpokc with fuch force of j^loquence, 
that the king promiicd to pay him the money in difpute, or 
give him an equivalent in land. Gerhard accepted the pro- 
pofal, and the two princes parted extremely good friends. 

But other matters of difpute foon arofe j the more bis ma- 
jeffy granted, the more was required by his ambitious ^nd tpr* 


Charles 
recalled to 


inviting Charles, h*-s rival, again tq return to the throne, from 
which he was fo folemnly and lately depofed. Charles did not 

ft,* ■-vrrtnnAiI * hf. rpriirnf./!^ nnri urae 9 1^. 


* Meurs. ibid. Puffekd. 1. iv. Hi^. Univer. 

tian*i iecond retreat, K.itill re- reftoring him, if he would con- 
mained mafter of Szvcdcn\ but fent to releafe hrs uncle, a pro- 
was moderate enough in the polition which he conftanu'y re¬ 
height of his profpenty to make jc£led (i). 
repeated offers to the kin«j of 

(r) Meutj, /.T/, CLnj, I, i. p, in, 

bulert? 
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* bufent brother. At the time when Gbrijiian imagined he had 
fatisfied him, it was matter of furprize to hear, that 
(J%^ard had feized upon Hufum^ was at the head of a body of 
forces, and in hourly expedtation of being joined by the kaji 
Friefelanders, Chrijtian loft all patience at*this frefh inftance 
of difobedicnce and uijbrotherly condudf. He marched 
mediately to attack the rebels; and Gerhard hearing of 1 ^ -* * 

approach with a fuperior army, fled precipitately, leaving the 
Friefelanders iQ the king’s mercy, who punifhed only the ring¬ 
leaders and fomentersof this {edition. 

In Sweden the archbifhop performed his engagements to Affairs ef 
Chri/Uan: he got together a numerous army, i^d^anccd and Sweden, 
befieged Stockholm^ and gave battle to Charles upon the ice. 

Both Tides fought with the utmoft obltinacy ; but at laft the 
prelate gained a complete but bloody vidlory. Charles was 
driven b*ck to the city, ari€ forced, in a fhort time, to fur- 
render at difcrelion. upon this the archbifhop called a diet, 
obliged Charles to renounce the crown, and fwear that he nc- 
ver more would afpire at remounting the throne, nor even ac- crown, 
cept of the crown fhould it be tendered to him. Finally, he 
was Tent prifoncr to Finland^ with a certain*appointment for 
his fuli^ftence. 

But although the affairs of this unhappy prince were ru- A. D. 
ined in appearance, Chriftian profited nothing by them. High 1466. 
difputes arofe about a fucc^flbr. The aAhbilhop fupported 
ChriJiiarC% intereft; and Eric Axelfon efpoufed Charles^ to 
whofe daughter he was married. In the* end Jxelfan was 
chofen protedlor ; and the ele^ion of a king poflponed. This 
new form of adminift^ion foon became odious, and the peo¬ 
ple loudly called refloring Charles, which the archbi¬ 

fhop oppofed wifn dll his power. The inatSfi^ity of Chrijlian 
upon thisoccafion, is indeed unaccountable; hardly any mea- 
fures were taken to fupport his party in Sweden ; all was re¬ 
ferred to the archbifhop, who exerted himfelf in a manner 
that (hewed him equally a ftatefman and rf)ldier. Only two 
reafons can be afligned for Chrijlian 9 conduct; cither his bro¬ 
ther Gerhard gave him too much employment on the fide of Chrif- 
Gertpany* to allow him to attend to the affairs of Sweden, or tian’/Zvar- 
he wadappreheniivc of becoming unpopular, by enforcing his 
claim with an army of Danes and foreigners. At laft, after 
four years had paffed in perfedt inadlivity, Chrijlian fitted out 
a large fleet, and made a defeent on SivMen, where he took 
fome fortrefles. His fucceffes, however, were not propor¬ 
tioned to the public expedfation, and the king returned with¬ 
out gening any confiderable advantage ^ 

. ^ * Meurs, ibid. 
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^ jXELSONf th« PioteiQor, Kfblved to make reprifais, tiitl ^ 

accordingly was inarching to invade Dtnmark^ when he 
met by the king at the head of an equal force. Both arqf.es 
engaged, and the Swtdts were defeated with fuch lois, as pre« 
vented their evei again makingahead againft Chriflim, and 
obliged them to propofe terms of accommodation (A). The 
■'** "..*'■ * B^opofitions werej that all the fiatM (hould acknow¬ 

ledge him king ; that Charles ihould left fatisfied with certain 
lands appointed for his maintenance; and that a congrefs 
(hould be held at Lkbec, to terminate the whole buftnefs to his 
majefty’s fatisfadion. Cbrijiian was naturally inclined to pa¬ 
cific rneafurts. He chofc rather' to relinquifti the certain 
fruits of his victory, than rejed thefe propofitiorts, which were 
made with no other intention than putting a ftop to his pro- 
grefs in Sweden. He ceafed hoftilities, and returned to Den¬ 
mark, to wait the execution of the protedor^s promiw. 

On the day appointed for the congreis, his majefty arrived at 
LtHec, expeding to find the Swedijli deputies; but they were 
not fo pundual; and when they came, their apolo^ carried 
evident figns of backwardneft to the buftnels expeded from 
them. In a wo'd, fo many difficulties were ftarted by the 
Swedes, that not an article was agreed upon, and the congrefs 
broke up without appointing another meeting. 

'J’he Lubeckers embraced this occafion of making frefli re- 
monftrances to Chri/iian about Ibe reftitution of their (hips 
and eSeds. They were more fuccefsful than before, the 
king having paid 'down a fum of money in part, and given 
the fbrtrefs of Kiel as fecurity for the remainder. Although 
Chrijlian exprefted no refentment to tfeft deputies, yet he took 
meafures for revenging their breach of ^umife. He was un¬ 
fortunate only iln not chufing a proper fealon'^ror executing hii 
purpofe. In the depth of winter he pafted with an army into 
Wtji Gothland, and laid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of OereJ- 
teen. The Swedes flew to the relief of the garrifon, and, by 
i bold pu(h, broke through the king’s lines, and threw in a 
confidcrable reinforcement, which obliged his majefty to raife 

(A) This year the Damjb fent deputies to deihand .refti- 
fquadron attacked a rich fleet tiltion; but ChH/lian aMwtredi 
of hubecktrj^ under pretence of that it wa%impoffible, the booty 
their fupplying with provifions having been dii'i<kd amon® his 
and wa.rhke ftorer, {jhe enemies whole fleet and army; an* an- 
of DtHt^rk. The booty was fwer with which the Lubeckers 
prodigious, and the Lubeckers were forced to reft fatisfied (i). 

(l) Mmtrf, 09 . K 
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iege, af^ TceeiviBg a wound, as (bme authors allejga^ 
a^dreturn to Denmark. 

* Ibits year Charles Canutfon, fo often depofed, yielded up 
his laft ^reath, which occaiioned the meeting of a diet, to 
deliberate on the future ele^ion. A ftrong ^arty appear^ in 
favour of Chrijlian^ but at length Steen-Slure was chofen rc> 
gent of the kingdom ; the nobility apprehending, that Ihoufd^j^y^j 
they cleft a king, he might recover all the fortreftes and caf- ij^vcden. 
tics belonging to the crov/n, which they had ufurpcd. I'hey 
likewife flattered thcmfclvss with enjoying more liberty under 
a regent, though, in fadl;, this magiilrate differed only in . , 
name from a king. Chrift 'ian determined to fuppor^bis claim Chriftian 
and adherents by force of arms. A powerful armament was 
let on foot, with which he failed ftrait to Steckholih ; but 
here he was again ainufed with propofals for an accommoda¬ 
tion, and iuir fpeeches, until ohe Swedes had augmented their 
forces. The king perceived his error when it was paft 
remedy; but enraged at their treachery, he landed his 
forces, engaged the enemy with great vigour, and would, in 
ail appearance, have been vi^^orious, had he not been difa- 
bled by the wound of an arrow in the mouth, which broke 
feveral o|' his teeth, and of a mufket'bal) in the throat, which 
obliged him to quit the held. He drew off his army in good 
order, and retreated unmoleOed to his (hips The Swedijh 
hiftorians fpeak different, alledging, that the Danes were de¬ 
feated, and a great number taken prifoners. Certain it is, 
that Chrifiian returned to Denmark^ and nevrt* afterwards un¬ 
dertook any confiderablc enterprize againft the regent, though 
bis fleet hovered" round the coafls, and kept the kingdom un¬ 
der continual He conftantly preferred peace and 

tranquility t6«che dm bf war ; and from a natuVa) averfion to 
fpilling the blood of his fubjefts, as welt as from an ambition 
to leave the kingdoms of Norway and Denmark rich and flou- 
rifhing to his AiccefTor, he negleftcd to profecute his claim 
upon Sweden. 

Now it was that this excellent prince, applied his mind a. D. 
wholly to the good of the ftate, and works of piety. Be- 147** 
fidei esforcfhg the laws, and amending them where they ap* ffh allies 
peared dSfeftivc, he gained the affeftions of the clergy, but bis mindti 
efpecialiy of the Iame% blind, and decrepid, by his literatity, domeflU 
and generous endowments. Hb temper was tender and com- ajairs. 
pafflonate, even to weaknefi, if fo amiable®a difpofltion car¬ 
ried even to excels, can merit the appellation. His donations 

• Ver^t. Revol. de Sweden, t. x. PurFEX, 1. v. ‘^Ievrs, 

I.^i. j»afcit. p. II. • 


to 





A. 1>. 
1472- 


He foufih 
mi univcr 
py. 


A. D. 
H7r 


7he here¬ 
ditary 
frince 
Marries 
Chndina 
tf/^axony 

A. D. 

1479. 


hf D^oitiarfe \ e 

f4 Ihe clergy were beftowed with the utm^ regard to 
and thofc only homured with his favours who were cxcpi^ 
plary for piety, and refpciftablc for their learning and talers. * 
The following year his majefty fet out on a pilgrimage td 
Rame^ or ratber^pon aviftt to thp pope, paying his rcfpe«s M 
the emperor Frederick III. in his waj. It was at this time he 
'iji'eprefented to his imperial niajefly, that in the domi¬ 

nions rubjc«5l to the empire, were a pernicious bold fet of merl 
(Diihmurftam) who ifcknowledged no authority, and perpe¬ 
tually hanalild their neighbours. He requeued the emperor's 
permiffion to reduce them to obedience, and unite their coun¬ 
try with ^hii/ii'ln and Storntdr^ under the title of a dutchy. 
Frederic granted his requeft, and inverted Chrijiian in the ufual 
form with this whole country, in the manner he defircd. He 
then purfued his route to Rome, and was received with e.\tra- 
ordinary dirtin^tior^ by his holipefs, ;and the coliegy; of cardi¬ 
nals, thofe ihgticious minirters of Chriji knowing well what 
honours and refpc(5t were due to'a temporal prince of fo much 
confideration as CbrijUan. 

His firll tranfaciion after his return to his own dominionst 
was foundint; ivr univerfuy for the encouragement of arts and 
fcienccs. The fenatc was confulted on this occafiun^ and all 
tinanimoufly were of opinion, that Copenhagen^ on account of 
the refidcncc of the court, and its prodigious commerce, was' 
the fitteft place «for the cftabltfhment of fuch a foundation. 
Whether thefe arguments were not rather fpecious than folid, 
it is not our bufifiefs to examine: other countries have thought 
Iblitude and retirement the iicteft companions of iludy and 
philofophy. * • 

Two years afterwards Chrijiian to flrenglhen thef 

fucceifion by^he marriage of the her^i^y paince. With 
this view he fent an amhafly to Saxony to demand GhriJUma^ 
daughter to the eledlor Erneft, for his fori. The propofalst 
were accepted, and preparations made for folemiiizing their 
efpoufajs with the utmort magnificence. It was not, how¬ 
ever, before the year following that the marriage-ceremony 
was performed. On this occarton, according to Meur^usf 
'and fome other writers, the order of the Elcphaht was firrt 
inftituted, though fome other hiftbrians attribute its %rtab]i(h- 
ment to Frederick I. or II. or to Ckrifiimx IV. (A). 

1 *» n y 

Until 


(A) Originally this order changed for a gold chain, with 
bore a patriarchal crofs, which an elephant fafpended to it, 
after die Troteftant religion was The king, conferred this order 
introduced into Desmarh^ was only upon princes aadSaobilitj^ 
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*iii^ii tbi but hia ten^r toob a^Chriftiiiii 

itfidfeif «ic(raor4inafy tui% w which writers do mtf*r/fatM 
prittsnd t» any • He jper^ute^ feveral of bit* certain 
coarticrif mxI among oth^a t oertam noi^mnant who too^ 

(bfiter at tfie court ot Jlhrt of MttMtnlmrgi where he died of . 
grief* This perfon’s name is not mentioned f but we are 
toki that Ibb children endmonred adl in their power to ie« 
gain bis majefty^s favour but in vain : be was no Jels mcxQ*> 
raUe to the toitoeent cbiklren> than to the perhaps guilty 
father *• 

About the year 1480* it was that ChriJIian endeavoured 
to reftore the union of CaimoTf and obtained a congrefa to be 
hiidd with this view at The plentpaj^tianes of 

the three kftgdoms met* and dK were pcrfedlly fatisiied of the 
mutual advantages that'would lefuit from the union $ but it 
was impolHble to prevml on the Sw*d^ to acknowledge Cbrt/^ 
rfieu for tlicjur fovereigru The Dm\p> miniftera, however, 
mined of them a pmmife chat they would ele^ "John^ here¬ 
ditary prince of Dtnmarkt at hia father*! deceafe. Soon after 
|1 hs prinqp Jsibs was aiTociated with his father in the throne of 
Dmnfirkf after having been ^lemnty crowned at Lmden. 

The hopes affordm by the Swtdet^ that the union of CaU 
mgr might one ^y be revived* and the printe’s elevation to 
tibie throne of Dinmark^ were the occasion of great joy all over 
the ktngibm. The birth of a young prince,* named Chrtf*- 
iiern aner his father, was ko addition to the public joy. 

Nothing but feaftings* tournaments, and other rejoicings, 
were to be (een in Dmlnari, but his majefty*8 death turned Hit death, 
all into mourning,^wlQeb happened on the i^tond day of 
1481, after a Ihort Uhieft, ftom which no danger was 
apprehended. 

CHR&tiAN smead no odier quality of a great prince, CharaBef, 
than a flight ttn^re of polite leamuig. In piety, juflice, 

Melity, niMerattoin, coura^, magnificence, and true dig- 
nity of mind, he iew equds. During a reign of near 
tbirty-thtee ^ars, he cannot be reproached with a fingle 
foible la 1^ 4iriminUlBation, except bis arreftmg the archbifiiop 

ibid. 

of thcfirfldiflaAioe, obfimriag flrft been favoured with dm 09- 
-one rule, which is never to be- Iftary order called Daiuirpg{i\, 
llew U oirib^ who have not 

^ ^ it)Fid.P,Ma0ir,t,47* 
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of Upfal^ his permitting himfelf to be amuied with Axelfm*0 ^ 
promifest and his pcrfecution of the noble family we have juft 
mentioned. With refpeiEl to the firft, his. honefty was abufed. 
The archbiOicm was accufed of high crimes and roifde- 
meanors be never committedj by perfons whofe veracity 
Chrijiian had no rcafon t^oubt.^ As to the fecond, be is 
blamclefs, fince the moft ' 1 c>lemn afllirances were given him, 
both by the regent and chief nobility of Sweden j aflurances 
which he could not fufpeft, as they were the real inteieft of 
the kingilom. But, with rerpe<Sl to the third accufation^ we 
cannot pretend to vindicate ChtijUany as the faft is too ob- 
fcurely ifil^ued by hiflorians. This we may venture, how¬ 
ever, to advance, that his perfecuting an unhappy family is fo 
inconfillent with the whole tenor of his conduit, and his na¬ 
tural dil'polition, that we may very well fuppofc he muft have 
had fome cogent real'ons for h'is conduit. 

He left thiee children; fobn^ who immediately fucceeded 
to the crown; Fredericbt duke of Slrfivick^ and afterwards 
king of Denmark; and Alargaret^ queen of Scotland^ by whom 
fames IV. had the Orkneys and Shetland^ with this provifo, 
according to • the Damfl) writers, that the kings of Denmark 
ihould be at liberty to redeem thofe lands at a certain price, 
and re-annex them to the crown of AVwery, to which they 
originally belonged (A). 

SECT. 


(A) Before we enter upon 
the following reign, it may not 
be improper that we give a 
Ihtrt account of the houfe of 
Oldtnhurg, from which the Da- 
mjk monarchs, beginning with 
Cbr Jiidn^ are defeended. I'his 
family then derives it origin from 
Wittikind^ one of the ancient 
princes of Saxony^ who bravely 
aflerted the liberties of his 
country againil Charlemagne for 
the fpace of thirty years, and 
was at length forced to fubmit 
to that powerful and fortunate 
monarch. He was foon after 
converted to Chrillianity, and 
created duke of 5a.vw, in con- 
fequence of fomc fignal lervices 
he did the emperor. Hiftory 
' affirms, that he died- ‘fighting 


with his fwqrd in his hand for 
the fame en^eror, whofe over- 
grmving power he fo obllinately 
oppofed? ,This happened in a 
battle againft tltc S^wedes^ A. C. 
800 . As to the fucceffion of 
the Oldenburg family, before its 
princes aicended the Danijh 
throne. Busier in his memoirs 
of the Danijh kings, ipcaks in 
the following terms : Haio, de¬ 
feended from ihc dukes of 
Frie/elandf married Bixh daugh¬ 
ter of John earl of Oldenburg^ 
the yoflnger fon of Wedpert^ fon 
of Wigbertt who was the only 
fon ofWittikind duke of. Saxony » 
This Haio left by his wife Bixa 
an only fon called Elmar ^ who 
fucceeded to the t^rldom of 
Oldenburgf at the death of his 
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SECT. XII. 

V 

Containing the Tarticulars*of the Reign 0} King John. 

• * 

JOHN. 

AL-fHouGH Jdhn^ fan of Chrijlian^ was acknowledged John i/Vif 
king of Denmark and Norway^ in his father’s iife-time, e^Den- 
and the Sivedet had laid themfclves under a folemn promife mark, 
to chufo him for their fovereign, yet he chofe to^rive his A. D. 
claim from a free cledlion of the dates of the three king- 14®** 
doms. With the prince’s permiflion the DaniJ}t^\tt fent am- 
bafladors to Sweden and Norway, inviting the diets of thofc 
kingdoms t 8 fend deputies to nelmjiadt, in order to proceed 
to the ele^ion of a fovereign of the three kingdoms, agree¬ 
able to the treaty of Calmar, Steen-Stare perceived that this 
propofition tended to the annihilation of his authority, as re¬ 
gent and adminiftrator of Sweden, and therefore at fird: 
thought of making no reply to the ambaifadois. However, 
to conceal his ambitious views, he determined at length to 


couHn Frederic. EUmar II. his 
(bn fucceeded him; and he in 
his turn was fucceeded by Chrtf- 
tian his fon, a valiant prince, 
who fuftained long and bloody 
wars againft Henrj^eo of Saxony, 
whom we have had ^fiequenr 
occailon to mentioi^hi 4 he pre¬ 
ceding hiftory. being 

aiTailinated in his way vojeru- 
falem, the earldom fell to Mau- 
' rice, a cadet of the family, who, 
retiring into a monadery, left 
his dominions to his elded Ton 
OttoH. Otton dying without if- 
fue, fudbeeded by his third 
brother Qtmftian II. After his 
death John his ddeft^fim be¬ 
came earl of Oldenburg, being 
fucceeded by Cottrad, who left 
his dominions to his fon Mau¬ 
rice. This prince dying with¬ 
out male iflue, was fucceeded 

* (>' J'Oge 


by Fheodoric his coufin, who by 
marriage cante into poHcdlon 
of the earldom of Ddmenhorft. 
Theodotie, or Tliierry, upon th^ 
death of his hril wife, married 
Hedwtg, widow of Baltha/ar 
duke of Mecklenburg, and filler 
to Gerhard and j^dolphus dukes 
of Holjlein and Sle/wick, by • 
whom he had fcvcral children, 
and among the reft Chrijlian, 
the late'king of Denmark, and 
the firft of the Oldenburg family 
raifed to that throne. This 
prince was ftded king of Den¬ 
mark, Normiay, and Sweden, of 
the Goths and Vandals, duke of 
Sle/wick, Holjlein, St or mar, Wag- 
ria, and Dithmarjb ; ear! of 
Oldenhurg ai^ Ddmenhorjl, &c. 
all which titles defeended to 
his fon (1). 

to, ^ 
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perforin hts promife by (Sending deputies, but to obftruS the 
buAneis of the congrefs by all poffible methods. The more 
ilrongly to evince his ftncerity, he fet out in perfon from* 
Stockholm to attend the congrefs \ but feigned fo many ob« 
ilru<^iis to thi journey, ru length ficknefs on the road, 
that the day for holding the congrefs was elapfed. 

Upon advice of the adminiftratoV’s proceedings, the depu- 
Denmark and Norivcy immediately confirmed John^s 
fwearing they would never, during his life, atkiiow- 
D^marlc another foveroign. Afterwards a general diet was held 
and Nor- ** Cahnar, and a frelh oath was taken by the feveral ftates 
of the two^ kingdoms, the governors of cities, provinces, and 
cafiles, and by all perfons pofiefled of places or penfions un¬ 
der the government. 

The firft a£l; of John*s reign was to afTemble the Aates of 
Slejufick and Holjle'm at KieU to regulate fome difiTereiaces be¬ 
tween himfeif and his brother Frederick^ which was done to 
the advantage of the latter, at the interceffion of the queen- 
mother, who expreil^ the utmofl: tenderneft for her younger 
fiui. Hdljiein was given him as his hereditary portion, and 
Sl^iwci as a revocable fief of the crown, for which he was 
to pay homage. A concefiTion important was looked upon 
as a proof of the extraorditlary influence her majefty had 
over the ftates, as well as of her afte^on for Frederick. It 
occafioned feveral remonftraaces to the king about the illega¬ 
lity cd* the proceeding, and the injuftice done to his own 
^mily, in cafe' he died the fiather of male iflfue, who might 
perh^ not fucceed to an derive crown,^ and in that cafe 
would be leftdeftitute of all provrfion. This was the opinion of 
the Danijh diet; but the ftates of Slef^ick and Holjlein ftuck 
faft by the q*ueen and Frederick, TbUy edrried their point, 
and thefe two valuable dutchies were again difinembered from 
the aown, notwithftanding the inconveniences lately felt from 
the grant made to the children of Gerhard*, It >18 indeed * 
difficult to conceive how either bis majefty or the Danijb diet 
ihould ever accede to fueb an ad. The fad however is cer¬ 
tain, and we muft leave the motives to be fuat^ed by the 
reader, as we do not find diem fpecifed in hiftdry* Before 
the breaking up of the diet, John pardoned the chiifdren and 
family of that nobleman ^neaitidbf*€brtJliaH towards the 
end of bis reign, gave them back the eftate that had been 
confifeated, and 9 eftored them to all the titles and honourf 
die family had ever poflefled. 


* Meves. Vit. Johan, p. tu 



' Cftt: hb letuni to Dmmark, he. requefted the fenato ki |>r«. 
eced to the ceremooy of bis coronation; but it was defiMrad 
* for above two years^ perhaps becaufe they were willing to dim 
into the; chara^er of their prince, before they abiblutely c(M»> 
finned him in the fovereignt^. The tranqinllity which the 
. kingdom enjoyed infptrec^ hn fita^efty with the defign of r«- 
deeming a number of crown lands and revenues, mortgaged 
by the late king. For this purpofe he laid a genera! tax on 
all the fubjedls of Dtnmark<t and futntnoned the diet of Hol» 

Jitin^ from whom he obtained leave to impofe a tax of two 
ducats upon evciy plough (A). The fame was granted by 
the (fates of S/e/ivickf although this tax came afi^§watds to 
be the occafion of a war. 

JOHN’S aiTiduity to pay off the crown debts, and his at> John fajt 
tentioa to the public affairs, was fo agreeable to the fenate 
and pc<.>pl^ that they refolvA to defer his coronation no^^^ 
longer. Accordingly he was folemnly crowned at Copenkigm, 
at a lull diet of the ftates of Dentnark and Nortuay^ a great 
number of German princes and deputies from the bande-*^**^^^ ^ 
towns, bonoui ing the ceremony with their attendance. Soon ' ' 

after John went to Norway to receive the oathe of his fub- 
je^s in (hat kingdom, and was again folemnly crowned at ^ 
Drontheim. At his return he wras ftrongly folicited by ieveral 
of his courtiers to carry on the war with Sweden^ and urge 
the re>efiiabliihnvent of the treaty Cabnar f hoi the queen* 
mother dvlTuaded him from the enterprize. Dorothea vfzs a wo¬ 
man, who, to profound (kill in politics, and the*bufinels of the 
cabinet, annexed a moderation diffated by prudence and regard 
for the welfare ofber fubjeds. She reprefented to John the dif. 

Acuity of forcing a king tqx>n a people fo tenacious of liberty 
as the Swedes f aifB mould he fucceed in thi& Attempt, the 
little probability there was of keeping them in obedience. 

She told him, that he was more powerful in being the fove- 
reign of two kingdoms only, and poiTeifing the affections of 
his fubjeds, than if he wore a triple crown, at the expence 
ol employing the force of two to enforce the obedience of 
the dtird. She entreated him to reft fatiaffed with hh prefent 
dominions, Ind not fuffer ambitioo to ruin the felicity him- 
felf and hTs fubjedts enjoyed, by bloody wars, which at laft 

•' 

(A) From this circomilance ral writOY ; and indeed ilftnr- 
it would appear, that the foie fias alledges, echat a partition 
(bvereignty of Holjlein was not of the dntchies of Slejhvick aiul 
ce^d to Frederic, notwith- Holjfeiawzs m idc between John 
ffanding die affertions of (eve- and his brother (i). 

/ (s) JR&w/- A ik p. M. 
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would only impoverifli the kingdom in men and money. She 
added, that it was highly probable the Swedes^ tired of their 
dependence on the regent, and wearied out with the inconve-* 
niencies of a form of government not fuited to the genius of 
the people, would of their own accord throw thcnsfelves in 
bis arms, in which cafe he would more fecure of their fi* 
delity and attachment 

Such were the fage counfcls of this politic princefs, which 
diverted John from entering upon a war with Sweden. He 
did not fail however to begin negotiations for renewing 
the treaty of Calmar} and at length matters went fo far, 
*?”*'/* that a ctyjgrefs of deputies from the ftates of the three klng- 
Sweden ^ doms was appointed to fit upon a certain day. The Swedijh 
clergy had flrongly efpoufed fobn^ and the fenate urged the 
congrefs fo flrongly, that the regent could obtain nothing 
more than inferiing certain lirticles in the deputies inflruc- 
tions, with which he imagined fohn would never comply. 
The chief articles to which his majefty was to fwear, pre¬ 
vious to his eledion, were, that he fliould firfl of all pay the 
debts contrafted by his father, while Icing of Sweden ; that 
he fhculd repair all the lofl'es of the people ; that he (hould 
put a final ifl'ue to the differences between Sweden^TinA Den¬ 
mark, concerning the illand of Gothland ; and thofe with 
Norway, relpe£ting Skardal and Swario. It was believed by 
the regent, and his friends, fnat 'John nor the Danijb 
diet w'ould digefl; thefc terms but the eagernefs of the king 
and kingdom ^o fee the crowns united, and the treaty of Cal- 
, mar renewed, made them overlook every difficulty, and ac¬ 
cede without heutation to all the propofitions. The regent 
finding himfelf difappointed in his e»pe£laiions, fet all en¬ 
gines at wdrk to fruftrate the refolutibn 61* the congrefs. He 
applied in perfon to all the nobility of the kingdom, requeft- 
ing that they wcidd not receive John before he had executed 
all the conditions flipulated ; and to give the more fpecious 
colour to his difobedience, he publifhed a report that John 
had refufed to pay his father*s debts, or to terminate the 
difputc about Gothland. In a word, his arts fucceeded fo hap¬ 
pily, that we hear no more of the congrefs for*two er three 
years. * 

phr -UP in *484 was ufhered in byithe rnofl terrible plague 

pcnniark.-®^”*^ famine that Denmark had ever felt. Near half the 
people were f^ept off; all the great towns, and even 
villages were almoft depopulated, no part of the kingdom 
having efcaped the ravages of thefe two moft terrible afflic- 

**Meurs. ibid. p. 25. 
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tiorfs. The plague, in fpite of all endeavours to ch^k its 
progreft, continued to rage for the fpace of two years. On 
the third it fubfided, and in a (hurt time after wholly difap- 
peared^ to the great joy of the whole kingdom, liis ma- 
jefty did every thing that became a wife and* humane prince, johri*i/&« 
for the relief of the poor; and to his excellent regulations, waw/a-. 
and liberality, hiftorians Sttribute the fliort continuance of ftie 
famine, which ceafed long before ihc plague. 

Xms year the king called a diet at Copenhagen^ to delibe- 
rate on the means of prevcniing tlic regent’s gaining poftef- 
lion of the ifle of Gothland. Steen- Stare was uiing all his en¬ 
deavours to reduce it under the f'bedience of Sweden. He be¬ 
held with jcaloufy a place of fo much importai«L% to Den¬ 
mark^ in a Svoedift) war, in the hands of his enemies ; he be¬ 
gan therefore to tamper with the governor, ofFering him a 
valuable ei[uivalent in any paft of Sweden^ if be would refign 
the illand, and his government ,in Finland. Ivar Axelfon was 
governor of both. He was a Swede., promoted for his good 
fervices by the late king \ but now fufpeded, and not with¬ 
out caufe i for he gave up Finland, at the regent’s preffing in- 
ftances j but refufed to liften to any propofiiions about the 
illand. T'he regent threatened to ufe force,* wiiich Axelfon 
rcfcntc(ffo highly, that be fald he would furrender Finland to 
the Ruffians^ if the Svjedes in the leaft incommoded him. 

AXELSON's refentment burll forth at Jthe next Swedijh Afairs of 
diet, wher^ he joined with feveral of the iu)bility, well af- Sweden, 
fcfled to king John, to depofe the regent, ai^d place Arsfwed 
Trolle at the head of affairs. This w'as only a pretence; 

.their real defigtf being to put the kingdom, according to their 
promife, in the han 4 s of his Danifn majefty : but the regent's 
addrefs parri^ otf th« tbruft, and difappointcd.the friends of 
Denmark, 

King John had exaa intelligence of all the proceedings in A- 
Sweden. The enmity betw'cen the regent and Axelfon left * 4 ® 7 * 
him no room to doubt but attempts would be made on Goih^ 
landy and the J^anes run the hazard of difgraccfully lofing an 
illand they pofiefil'd ever fmee it was conquered hy Voldemar 
III. It was therefore refolved, in a full fenate, to take the 
government from Axelfon, and declare war upon Sweden. Im¬ 
mediately a fleet of Jorty Ibips were ordered to ciuize off the 
coafts of the illand : yet, after all, the fecurity of Gothland 
was only a pretence of the king’s, to cover ^ delign more im¬ 
portant ; at leaft this was the opinion of the Swedes, who im¬ 
mediately aflcmbled a diet, at which feme of the leading per- 
fonswaimiyinfiftedupon avoiding the impending ftorm, by 
?, B b 4. callinij 
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* eaUirtg John to the throne, and renewing tlitf muoa'tif 

Cabnar, 

His majefty, having joined his fleet before Gcthlandi had 
the town and citadel of Ivtfiy immediately furrendered {O him 
by Axelfon. Thd regent, dreadiQg the confequencesof a war 
with Denmark^ requefted that Jobn would grant him an ifl- 
tervievir and pafTport. He declared td the king, that his cof^ 
nation was deferred on account of the fenate, and not from 
any fault of his, who was no more than the fervant of the 
fenate, forced to act according to their pleafure. Finally, he 
took an oath of allegiance to the king, and folemnly pro* 
inifed, if was poflible, to prevail on the fenate to do the 
fame. Jobh was duped by thefe large promifes, and fpecious 
appearances. Steene-Siure made oaths only to deceive, and 
to promote his own interefl *, for after prevailing on the king 
to procure from Axelfon the furreC>der of the ifland Oelandy and 
the fonrefs of Borkholm^ to the Swedes, he then exerted ail 
his influence againfl fohn, knowing that his own grandeur 
depended upon excluding him from the crown *. 

^heklrg After this Denmark enjoyed profound peace for feveral 
irSuddenly years ; nor doe% hiftory furnifli us with any confiderable tranf- 
ywW wV^ailion, foreign or domeftic, until the year 1494, wjjien the 
u maladyy feized with a kind of phrenfy, without any apparent 

that aje£is His illncfs did not, however, continue long; but went 

hti inteU without the tffiftance of art, in the fame extraordinary 
manner it Arft appeared As foon as he recovered the ufe of 
A. D. underflanding, he fent to demand a categorical anfwer 
* 494 * from the regent, with refpe£l to the refolutions of the laft 
Swedijh^itt, and his own intentions with regard i&Oeland^» 
giving him to underftand, that he was no«longer in a humour 
to be put off w^ith promiies. In confequlnc& of this meflage, 
a diet met} and a great majority, headed by thebifhop of up-* 
fal, appeared in favour of John, which created a mortal enmi¬ 
ty between that prelate and the regent. Nothing however 
was done, befldes appointing a congrefs of the flates of the 
A. D. kingdoms, on the twenty-fourth of June in the follow* 
1495. ingyear. 

Acongreft Whbn the deputies of the three nations met, fheyitaited 
of deputies lofis for the regent, who was detained .1^ no adverfd winds^ 
from the • bad roads, nor fleknefs, but want eif inclination, as waa now 
tftree evident to all. His repugnance occafion^ the congrefi to be 
dom> adjourned to the unonth of Nevtndter, when Aich iseifuref 
were tahep by the king as, hd perfumed himfelf, mdl infal* 

* Mvurs. ibid. p. 
pHit. H. p. * 5 , 
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^ly i(K:wre 4ta him die crown of Svnden^ Accordingly hei ftl 
£iil widi a fine dcet for the coaft of Swtden j but was obliged J®"" 
to retuitij after lofing one ihip by fire, and ftveral more in 
dreadful ftorm. The misfortune of one fhip in particular ^ 
greatly ade^ed him, as on board her wot al? the papers and 
titles he propofed producing at the diet tojuftify his san ef iti* 
Stetne-Stun was fo elevated with Johnh difappointment, that^^^^ ^ 
he now openly refufed to enter upon any negotiations, and^^,.^^ 
even ebfented himfelf from the diet, which he aflembled by 
writs finned with his own hand. 

yOHNf perceiving that it would be difficult to force the 
regent into terms, white he was connected in aliiji^nce with 
the hanfe-towns, felt upon diversftratagems to breatc the treaty 
between them. But all proving unfuccetsful, he engaged the 
Kujjians to enter Finland^ where they made terrible devaifa- 
tion. Againii thefe barbariadi the regent oppofed himfelf, at 
the head of an army ; but though he thirfted for revenge, hc 
dreaded conning to a battle, or engaging in open war with a 
nation fo potent as Aiufcovy. Jeh^^ friends took advantage A. D. 
of the regent’s abfence, a diet was aflembled, Steen-Sture *497» 

folemnly dt'ix>rcd, which laid the foundation «f a civil war 
we fhall^have occafwn to relate in the hiftory of Sweden* 

During thefe tranfa«£i;tons in Jehn did not wafte 

his time idly in his own dominions. A fecond time his fbn 
Chrifiian was declared heredit^y prince of Denmark knd Ner^ 
way^ and a war refolved upOn with Stveden. The army he John 
raifed upon this occaflon was compofed of Qermans, French^ an earng^ 
Englijh^ and Spaniards j in a word, of foldiers of fortune, in- 
jtroduced into Ciermany by Magnus^ duke of Lmwr Sajtony* 

No pay was given them ; and, as they were to fubfift wholly 
on plunder, ehey^efb efteemed rather a banditti of robbers 
than a regular army. With this mixed corps he laid fide to 
Colmar^ while his fleet yavaged the ifland of Oeland and the 
eoails of Sweden. The citizens of Ca/mar^ finding refiftance 
in vain, capitulated upon honourable terms. Borkhelm next 
furrendered to the Danijh fleet. The moil; terrible ravages 
were committed by the king’s army all over the country, 

"whei£ the foldiers difperied themfelves: even the forefis were 
fee on ffie, and every hoftiltty committed which his mi^fty 
thought would force ahe Swedi^ pation into his termt, and 
render them weary of the regent *. 

Itr the mean time the regent prefled btfld on the king’s 
adherents in Swedtn^ and Nodted the archbifhtm of 
plofely up in the fbrtrefi called Jibn hew to the 
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prelate*s relief, raifed the blockade, and then purfued hJs 
march to Stockholm, with intention to lay fiege to the city; 
ordering his fleet to block it up towards the Yea, and by every 
poflible means to affift his operations. When the, regent 
found the capital invefled by and land, he immediately 
applied himfelf to the Dalecarlians, the moll warlike people 
in Sweden, and, by large promifes and i'pecious arguments, 
excited them to take arms for the relief of Stockholm. John 
was no fooner informed of their march than he fummoaed a 
council of his general-officers, and was rejoiced to find them 
all eager to come to an engagement. It was the cry of the 
whole an^iy not to wait in their trenches to be attacked, but 
bravely to march out, and engage the enemy in the open field. 
I'he king made his advantage of this eagernefs of his troops. 
Defeats Marching the cavalry out of his camp in the utmoft filcnce, 
the Dale- he covered their motions from me befieged, by thewdifpofition 
carlians, he made of his infantry. In the night the infantry filed off, 
and before break of day joined the horfe, drawn up at a poll 
fome diftance from the camp, thro’which the enemy muft pafs. 
It w’as not long before the fcouis brought notice that the 
Dalecarlians were near j upon which his majefty went through 
the ranks, encouraging his troops, by promifes of reward, to 
maintain the honour of their feveral coiJntrles, and exhorting 
them to put an end to a dcftruiSivc war, by an exertion of 
their valour for a few hours. Me was nnfwered by a ihout, 
which convinced him of the ardour of the foldiers. Imme¬ 
diately he led them on, and attacked the enemy the 

Dalecarlians {landing the {hock with great firmnefs. A cloud 
of arrows was difeharged, that covered th& whole Danijb^ 
army, and made fuch {laughter as would certainly have wrelled 
vidorv out df the king’s hands, had ^he vnei^y been fup- 
porteJ with cavalry. Having nothing however to oppofe to 
the king’s horfe, they were attacked in flank, broke, and put 
in diforder: after this the carnage became dreadful; the re¬ 
peated endeavours of rhe brave Dalecarlians to rally, only pro¬ 
longed their fate, and made their deflruiSion more complete. 
Too obflinate to quit the field, they were hemmed in on 
every fide, mod of them preferring a glorious desRh to^ight 
or captivity. The king, fatiated with blood, ordeled a re¬ 
treat to be founded, and returned in gofd order to his camp, 
without permitting his army to plunder the baggage, lefi 
the defperate Daiecarlians fhould feize this opportunity of ral¬ 
lying the few remaining difperfed troops. Immediately he 
ordered the ilandards and other trophies of his victory to be 
erected in view of the garrifon of Stockholm, thinking^by this 
means to intimidate them to furxehdcr. The effied 

nr/fl 
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produced was dtre£tly contrary to his expectation, but not lets 
fuccefsful. Stetn-Sture imagining that the DaUcariianti after 
<lefeating the Icing, were now piUaging the camp, opened the 
gates,,and permitted ail the inhabitants to pour out in flocks 
to partake in the general joy»and plunder. majefty fell upon 
them, drove them back to the walls, and made prodigious 
llaughter j the regent himl'clf efcaping with great danger in a 
little boat. In coni'equence the city capitulated } the nobility, , 
moft averfe to Johns t-leCtion, came and fued for pardon,and 
the regent himielf intreated the king to grant him an inter¬ 
view. Their firft conference pafTed in reproaches from the 
king, and excufes on the iide of the legent. |n the end, 
however, he was pardoned, and John crowned iZing of Swe- 
dtn^ in the manner we fliali relate more, particularly in the 
hiflory of that country. 

At a«fcaft which his mayfly gave the nobility after h clewed 

his coronation, he aficed a German ofiiccr at table, whether Hing of 
any thing was wanting to render the folemnity complete. Sweden. 

“ Nothing, fays the German^ befides an executioner to cut off 
the heads of fome of thofe lords, aiid impress the reft 
with juft notions of the fidelity and obediejice they owe to 
“ their fovereign.” The king was fo enraged with this 
fpeech*, that he continued for fome time filent, with his eyes 
fi*ed on the ground. At laft, darling a look full of refent- 
ment at the German^ he replied, “ 1 had rather fee all my A. D: 

“ evil counfellors hanged on a gibbet, than be overwhelmed 1498. 

** with the jfhame of an aClion fo barbarous as that you re- 
“ commend. God forbid 1 fhould ever be the opprefTor of ^ 

“ liberty, or*dcny any free people the right of chufing 
“ own governors y an anfwcr that fets the character of this 
prince in tke nfoft tonfpicuous point of view,^ and defbrves to 
be engraved on the hearts of all princes*. 

About the beginning of the following year, the king ,en- 
tered upon a war, which terminated little to his honour or ad¬ 
vantage. It was occafioned by the grant made by the empe¬ 
ror Frederic to the late king, of that country inhabited by 
the people called Dithmarfians. tor many ages this brave 
people, fond of liberty, had thrown off the Danijh yoke, and 
afpirdH at perfeff independency, never acknowledging them¬ 
selves fubjeft to th# archbifhop of Bremen, except when they 
dreaded the arms of Denmark. The late king's death pre- Hejnarchu 
vented his intention of reducing them j amd the dcfirc pf <x- the 
tending his frontier induced ysAu to attack them. He com-,lSithmar- 
municated his plan to his brother Frederic^ and engaged'him fians. 

* Mcurs. ibid. 
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to join the Dantjb army with the troops of 
began his march in the month of February^ accompanied by 
his brother Frederic^ and the flower of the nobility of Dm- 
mark, Stuedin, and Norway. When joined by the auxiliaries^ 
his army was fo Numerous, that he expected the Dithmarjum 
W9uld make their fubmiflion, without ftiiking one blow. He 
could not perfuade himfelf, that a liandful of militia would 
. prefume to meet in the field a powerful weli-difciplined army» 
fliiihed with vi^ory, and the conqueft of a potent kingdom. 
D. miflaken, and greatly aflonifhed, when he found 

1500. that this determined people difdained fubmiflion ; and the in« 
habitants qf a diflritSt, not feven miles in extent, prepared to 
face the fovereign of three refpc^lable kingdoms. So fure did 
the Danes make themfclvcs of victory, that they (hared the 
booty before the eng;pgement; and every one brought car¬ 
riages for moving off his proportion of the fpoil. Merchants 
attended the army, having with them large Turns of money, 
imagining they might purchafe things of value at a low price 
from the fbldiers. A kind of infatuation poflefied the’whole : 
all propofed immenfe riches to themfelves, without dreaming 
of the danger, or the chance of war. Even the fenators 
were fo infatuated as to divide among them all ^he be¬ 
nefices, wantonly afluming the title of abbots; a piece of 
temerity which gave birth to the faying, “ Never was battle fo 
**• fatal to the abbots.*’ The truth is, jealoufy and faction pre> 
vailed in the king’s army. Many perfbns dreaded his aggran¬ 
dizement by neviPconquefls, not doubting but aferies of wars 
would bethe refult, inflead of peace and tranq^uiiity. Ambi¬ 
tion, faid they, is boundlefs, and the hanfe-towns will be the 
next object of conqueff. Others, who believed their fervices 
in the Swedijb '^war but ill requited, wentTo fir asj to confpire 
againfl the king’s life ; but their villainous defign was happily 
difeovered by an infant, juft as it was on the point of exe¬ 
cution. 

Such was the condition of the king’s army, while valour • 
and unanimity fupplied the place of numbers among the ene¬ 
my. They thoroughly weighed the ftrength of the Danes^ 
and fought the means of refifting them with the uftnoft rau- 
tion and vigilance. Melcbrp^ their capital, was neither for¬ 
tified by art nor nature to their fatisfa^ioit, fo that they were 
afraid to traft to its walls and ftand (be fiege. On the other 
hand, their want of cavalry made it hazardous to give battle 
in the open plain. They refolved therefore to retire into the 
heart of their country, where the canals and dykes wmild 
ferve for ramparts, and greatly incomtpode the enemy'. ^.. 
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Aftsa tbe kkig bad paiTed Ibaiedays at Ham, expeflkig 
^ DiH*m»fiam would oflcr rheir fubmiflEion, at lall he begaa 
his march towards which he took almoft without re- 

iiflaocey the inhabitanv having deferted it with all their va¬ 
luable eflFei^s. The conftemation of the Dithmarfmm was 
great upon die lofs of tj^eir capital; ibme talked of furrui- 
dering, while others were for making a deOperate puih, and 
riiquing all. While the king itaid to refrefli his troops at 
MeJdarp, he fent out a detachment to examine the country, 
and difcover the enemy. Hardly a man of this corps returned, 
with fuch fury did the Dithmarjiam attack them. Upon 
this the king fet out with his army to chailife.^ their info- 
lence, and was firft obliged to attack a narrow pafs, which 
the enemy had diligently fortified. His body>guards led the 
van, the infantry were in the center, and the cavalry marched 
^ the rea^, through narrow rough roads, lined on both Tides 
with wood. At firft this was the only difficulty his majefty 
encountered; but on approaching the enemy, he found them 
ftrongly entrenched, and inaccemble on all Tides; hefides, 
the narrownefs of the roads, and difpofition of the cannon 
and baggage, in the front and rear, rendered* it now hazar> 
dous ei|ber to advance or retreat. His cmbarraffinent did 
not efcape the enemy : they were prepared for it, and played 
their batteries with great vigour and fuccefs. Showers of 
arrows were likewife poured among the kin^s troops, and the 
endeavours of the Dithmarjians -wtie greatly affiftcd by a vio¬ 
lent (bower of hail, dire£Uy in the faces of t^e king's troops. 

In a word, evegr thing co-operated to effedl the di^race and 
•ruin of the Danijh army. Cold, fatigue, and defpondency, ^ 
univerlally prevailed.* Baffied in their endeavours to retreat, Dith*- 
there remained fio %eans of fafety but cuttfng their way marfians. 
through the midft of the enemy's camp, which was imme¬ 
diately attempted. The attack begun with great vigour, 
iupported by the king in perfoti, and it was fuftained with no 
lefs ctMirage and firmneu. Whole ranks of the Danes were 
hewn down by the grape (hot of the enemy, while their fire 
was vainly fpent upon dykes and batteries. Encouraged 
'"'howaver the prefence and example of their king, one 
rank advanced upon another of their flaughtered companions, 
and Toon met tbeirefate. Confufion b^n to follow thit 
terrible carnage, and even the king bimfelf was difmayed. 

His falUng back was the fignal to a generaf root, and now tC 
was that the mdl difinal terror and.diforder appeared. The 

every pafiage, and 
tumultuous crowd. 

;hes to make room, 
and 


cannon and baggage in the rear blocked up 
the me« fell back upon each other in one 
'{'h^ififantry threw thcmfelves into tfie dlu 
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and the cavalry, finding themfclves blocked up, tft)d dowif ■ 
the foot, as if they had been enemies. To give the finifh- , 
ing blow to the diftrefs of the DanijhMxm^^ the Dithmarjidni 
falliud out amongf them, fword in hand, hewing them down 
without pitv, remorfe, or refiftaficc. At the fame time they 
opened their fiuices, and ahnoft overwhelmed them with a 
torrent of water, which however had this unexpected good 
efil-dt, that clearing the ditches, and carrj'ing away a great 
part of the baggage in the rear, it opened a paffjge for the 
cavalry to retieat. Nothing indeed could be more providen¬ 
tial than tliis laft aClion of the enemy, which alone pre¬ 
vented the'JPiVwr from being killed or taken prifoners all to 
a man. Some writers alledge, that this opening was made 
by the canifon the king left at Mrldorpy who now came to 
his relief, and removed the cati^m and baggage that blocked 
up the rear. What wc can afnrm for a certainty, upon th# 
authority of all writers, is, that the king was totally defeated, 
and the ditches filled with dead bodies ; a circumfiance that 
facilitated the efcape of the furvivors, by diminilhing the 
crowd, and forming a kind of foot path in the deep and 
muddy trenched. 

'ruciiy nf The D'lthmarftam did not enjoy their viiSory with tlje fame 
JffDiih- magnanimity they gained it. All forts of cruelties were com- 
larfians. mitted on the bodies of the wouiyicd and flain; their eyes were 
plucked out, their nofes flit, and their ears cut off”, with a 
barbarity unwor/hy of a warlike people. It was with diffi¬ 
culty they were prevailed on to bury the dead ; nor did they 
at laft comply with thefc laft duties of humanVy, but to avoid 
the inconveniency of the putrid exhalations arifing from the* 
corrupted bodj^s. After all, the infantrjf,*alo^e were interred, 
while the cavalry were left a prey to birds and b^afts\ 

With refpe^tothe number of flain, we have no cer¬ 
tainty ; but the moft common opinion is, that four ihoufand 
Danei were left on the field, befides the wounded and prifo- 
ners, Ampng the former were Adolphus Otion^ and the earl 
of Oldenburg, together with three hundred and fixty officers 
of lefs note. The king loft Hkewife an infinity o( ftandards,.. 
colours, and other' trophies, befides all his artillery {ind"t)ag- 
gage. Such was the event of this unfortunate expedition, 
unde^ken from motives of ambition, *'and unfuccefsful for 
wantW forefight^ unanimity, and from too great confidence 
in the fuperiority of numbers. 

taa coa^ yOHN having collc£led the remains of his fcattered forces 
uJiJ. in Holjlm, was meditating another invafion, ir. order to wipe 

» Mbum. Vit. Johan, ibid, 
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dtfgrace, and revenge the manes of fo many brave 
(bldiers, when a peace was mediated by the German princes 
* betvireen him and the Dithmarftans^ which continued until 
Frederuklh made another expedition into ^cir country. i^oi. 

The rumour of this defeat once more roufed the ambi¬ 
tion of Steen-Sture, and j;xcited a rebellion in Sweden^ which 
ended in a revolution, and the elevation of that nobleman 
to the rank he before held. He was adored by the pcafants, 
as the protector of their liberties, and encouraged by the 
nobility as the neceflaiy tool of extending their own privi¬ 
leges. But we (hall poiipone the relation of particulars un¬ 
til wc come to the hittory of Sweden, that we mjjj avoid re- Sweden 
petition. Sufficient it is, that this revolution was effedted in 
the year 1502, and forms one of the bufieft and moft in- 
terefting periods in the annajs of cither kingdom. *50*. 

But the ambition of Siu^e was not fatisficd with being 
the firft perfon in Sweden, he mufl: alfo acquire the fupreme 
authority in Norway, to fill the meafure of his deligns, and 
gratify a foul wholly occupied with the luft of power. No 
obfiacles could difeourage him, and he panted after the ac- 
complilhment of this enterprise, with an eagernefs propor¬ 
tioned tp the difficulty of attaining his ends. The people had 
always teftified an inclination to the union of Calmar, and a 
ftrong attachment to the kings of Denmark'-, but Steen-Sture 
was not* to be repulfed by obi^uflions which muft melt away 
before the heat and fervoilr of his genius. He wrote to 
tfie nobles ; he employed emilfaries to debauch the minds of 
the vulgar : to the former he promiled unlimited privileges ; 
and to the latter, an exemption from taxes impofed by the 
Dancs,ztidi every thir% elfe that could cajole, amufe, and engage 
them in hiv interen. ' Motives fo powerful as^thele wrought 
the defired effefl; the Norwegians loved eafe and liberty : 
here in imagination they faw a happy profpedt; they puflhed Norway. 
forward\vith eagernels,«tdeclared thcmfclvcs, and joined the 
Swedes againft Denmark, cbufing Canute Adolphus, a powerful 
lord of the country, their leader. 

JOHN was grieved and afionidicd at the firfl report of 
■"^his^revolflltion; but he did not dcfpair of regaining the 
Norwegians. With this view he deputed the bifliop of 
child and Henry Crommeditz to them, after obtaining paflpmts 
from Canute Adolphus. They had an interview with this 
nobleman, which ended in reproaches, aiA his aflaffination, 
without its ever being known w'hether the Danijh deputies had 
^ the king’s in^6tions for committing this barbarous and iiili- 
dious alt. G^nfufion and tumults were the immediate con- 
(piUil^ces of this murder: t))e Norwegians retaliated on the 
• Danes ; 
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Danisi ind /uch wcfc the heats produced, that no time ^buli 
be afforded to inter the body (ff Adolf^i for the fpace of 
twelve years i with foch rage did,they purfue their mutuai ' 
snofuy (A}> A^the king never took much trouble in di&o* 
vering the murderers, it was coi^edlured that he was privy to 
tiv; deftgn ^ and thus he lay under the imputation of being at 
leaft an acceiTary to two horrid ailaiitoations, without perhaps 
having any ihare in either; nor indeed can we at all conceive 
what purpofe the latter murder, in particular, could have an«> 
fwered. We find it however related, that on his death-bed 
he was lb touched with remorfe, at being infirumental in the 
xnarechai’?.^eath, tliac he often called upon his name in a kind 
of pb^enzy^ 

All this year the king was bufied in the Bwtdijh war, and 
blocking up Stockholm \ the lo^ of which place, and the 
queen’s imprifonment, greatly affc^ed him. We fhall fee, 
in its proper place, how Sture came into poilelfion of the ca-* 
pital and of her majefty’s perfon, who defended it for fotne 
time with the valour and (kill of the greateft general. He 
DOW had Ibme intelligence, that the hanfe-towns were ready 
to join the adminiffratoir j and he applied every engine to pre¬ 
vent their deligns, by a renewal of the tr«iw fubfiffiog be* 
John*/ fti- tween them and Dtnmark. The biihop of Odenfoey accom- 
donations panted by two gftitlemen of the court, were fent to Luiic^ 
•withthe to lay before the regency the feries of Siur^s perfidy, his 
regency of breach of treaties and oaths, hiif rebellion againft his fove- 
Xubec. reign, in defiande of gratitude, repeated obligations, and the 
Jaws of his country, to which he had foleizuily fworn j his 
imprifonment of the queen, in open breach of a particular 
treaty with.her before (he furrendered the citadel sAStock* 
holm^ tc^ethc/with a thoufand other articles of iwipeachment. 

In fine, he demanded of the regency, out of refpe6i Co him, 
and the friendlhip fubfifiing between Denmark ztA the 
hanfe-towns, that they would promifin not to favour the ad- 
miniftrator, by fending fupplies of warlike (lores and pro- 
vifions to Sweden* He affured them of his friendihip, if 
they would comply with this rcafonable requeft i and on 

* MauRS. Vit. Johin. ibid. 
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the hand declared, thu he could not avoid holdjne as 
enetnifes td him whoever (hwld openly countenance and fup^; 
• post re^la, agatoft their king arid country. 

*^0 hA this the regency anfwered, that their city being in 
peace viKth hoth king&ms, it was unjuft to pvt a ftop to their 
corn’metce on account of dieir particular quarrel ; and, 
indeed, neither his majefty nor the adminidrator had any 
right to, lay redridiions on their trade. From this anfu'er it 
was obvious the regency had taken their rerofution ; 3^0/je, 
however, did not fail foliating tbetn by frefti indaoces, and 
the fame negotiation he carried on by his ambaflador with all 
the Vandal cities, and with much the fame event 
King yohn was provoked at the condu^ of«Ae hand;« 
towns, and gave orders immediately for a fquadron to be fent 
to Tea to intercept all their commerce with Swedeu. This 
fquadron had fcarce entered t^p Baltic^ when it fell in with a 
rich Lube^er^ bound for Swedtn. This the Danijb com^ 
mander feized, and carried into port Lubnk was im¬ 



mediately in arms upon this news. The people indfted upon Heqaart-tls 
declaring war 00 Dinmark^ and the regency inclined to their twith tht 
opinion, but were deterred from purfuing it, from motives of ban/e- 
prudence, and the exhaufted ftate of the public treafury. 
yfds thertfore thought advifeable to try the eftcifts of a. nego¬ 
tiation i and deputies were accordingly fept to Denmark^ 
which John treated with greatJhaughtinefs ip his turn. He 
gave them to underftaod, that he had no particular quarrel 
.with Luluk, or any of the free towns; an4 it was by no 
means his wifh to break with them j blit they were before 
apprized of his intoition if they continued to aflift bis ene- 
ihies, a proceeding whjeh he could not avoid conftruing into an 
indire6t alliance ajf«inft Dinmark. In a word, hggave the de¬ 
puties toundeiHand, that he had it in his power to be revenged 
on Lubeck in particular. ** This city, faid he, had its privi- 
** leges §oni the kings, my predece^rs, in reward of its at- 
uchment to the intereft of Denmark ; it is poffible it may 
lofethem, as the juft puniihnient of its ingratitude.’* 

On the return of. the deputies with ftiis anfwer, the citl- 
v^ns of Lub^k cried out wifti one voice for war \ but the re- 
gencyToigfeeing the inconvenieoctes of a rupture with Den- 
markf made repeated remonftrances to the king ^ letters 
requeft, and every otSer poffihle method. Finding him in¬ 
flexible, at length, with reludance, they de||Bnnined to take 
arms, and keep no meafurea. The diligence with which 
they levied troops, and equi^d a fleet, made it apparent 


^ * CHVTaiKt Ckron. p, 76. 
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they refolved on vigorous meafures; nor was the king* lets 
diligent in preparations to rcfift them. 

In the nnean time Frederick, duke of Slefwick and Hojfian^ 
oft'ered his mediation between Denmark and the hanfe-towns# 
He came with ^hat view to L^heck, and omitted noting to 
prevent a rupture ; but the minds of the populace were too 
much inflamed to admit of the Iquitable propofals of this 
pacific prince. They perfifled in demanding liberty of trade 
with Sweden, the confirmation of the privileges in the pprts of 
Denmark, and reftitution of the (hips taken by the king's 
fquadrons. Incenfed with their obftinacy^ John augmented 
the fleets^intended to cruize upon their coafts. He fent like- 
wife for aid to the kings of France, England, and Scotland, 
But though no fuccours arrived, except from the latter and 
the marquis of Brandenburg, the rumour of fuch powerful 
alliances difeouraged the Lubc.kers, made them lay up their 
fleet, and difband their armies. 

A. D. Two ftout (hips of war were fent from the king of Scot- 
*503- land, and feveral battalions of infantry by the eleitor of Bran- 
dmburg', but the king not thinking it advifeable again to roufe 
the fpirit of the hanle-towns, who feemed difpofed to lie by, 
refolved to employ his auxiliaries in the conqueft of Norway. 
Prince Chrijiian was appointed to command the armaments 
defined for this enterprize. The firft attempt made by the 
prince was attended with uncommon fuccefs ; he took pri- 
Prittce foner the chief of the malcontents, condemned him to death, 
Chrif- and ordered him to be broke on the wheel. Sture fent fuc- . 

cours to the rebels •, but the Swedijh troops being defeated on 
ft/s in their firft arrival, Chrijiian was left at full liberty to reduce 
Norvyay the reft of the kingdom. In a word, the rigour with whieft 
his highnefs rcated the rebels, and efpecial’y the nobility, a 
great number of whom he put to death, gave lb rapid a pro- 
grelf> to his arms, that in one campaign he faw himfelf mafter 
of all Norway. 

Thence he pafled into Sweden, where he laid fiegc to Elf- 
hurg and Oerefieen. His operations were fo vigorous, that the 
garrifons foon offered to capitulate j but he refufed to grant 
an/ terms to rebels, rei’olving to imprefs terror by chis revertt}^^ 
Siare perceived of what confequence it was to relieve**thefe 
two places. He marched with a body of horfe and fool with 
gscat fecrecy and diligence, towards Elfiurg (A). 

« 

(A) Some writer'! affirm, that this party was commanded by 
one Acbon, .and not by Sturt in perfon (i). 

( M'.vrJ. ibid, ^ 
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The Swidtjh corps came within a few mile* of the Danijh 
camp, when they were difeovered by a peafant, who gave 
^immediate notice of their approach to Canute Thimegy the 
Danijh q/Kcer upon guard for that night. Immediately he car> 
ried the news to the commander in chief \ fof the prince it is 
faid lay that night in the (jjtadcl of Eljburg^ which had been 
furrendered the day before. But as it was now the hour for 
relieving the centinels, the enemy had time to approach the 
camp, 'and feize upon an eminence from whence they could 
overlook the Danes, before word came to the commanding 
officer. Nothing could be more favourable to Sture*s dcfigns 
than this opportunity. The whole Danijh camp w,ps over- 
whelmed with fleep, and the prince abfent. Sture how’ever 
imprudently relying more upon the bravery of his men, than 
upon the furprize of the enemy, ordered the trumpets to be 
founded, and the charge givci^; an order fo ill-timed, thatDa, 
one of the trumpeters took the liberty of afking, whether it camp, and 
were not more advifeablc to fall upon the enemy aflecp than to are </<- 
waken them, and give them time to put themfelves in a ftate feateJ. 
of defence. But the general would have his orders impli¬ 
citly obeyed, faying, that he difdained attacking the king’s 
fon, and ^ many noblemen, otherwife than in fair combat; 
a circumftance that renders it probable, that the adminiftrator 
did not command in perfon. The ^wede foon felt the confe- 


quetices of this boafted delicacy.* He broke in» with fury into 
the camp, made gieat flaughter at 6rft, but was foon over¬ 
powered and forced to fly, after lofing more thaft half his ca¬ 
valry j for his infantry had not yet joined him. It was the 
pripce’s arrival thaf gave this fudden turn to affairs. He in- 
ffantly rallied the Dann, and gave them frefli vigour by his 
prefence. Nor»was he Contented with rcpulfingf he Swedes, 
and fecuring his camp ; but pufliing the fiege of Oerejieen 
with redoubled efforts, he took the fortrefs in a few days, put¬ 
ting the garrifon to the fword, as he bad done that of Eljburg, 
After that he led his vidlorious army info Eaji-Gothland, 
where he burnt villages, took and pillaged towns and caftles> 
^ and then paffed to Scimen to refreft his troops •. 

' The*, fuccefs of this expedition occafioned great joy in 
Denmark ; ^or was there any thing to allay the public fatis- 
fa£^bn, except the ennyty between the general of the ca¬ 
valry and the commander in chief of the artillery j the for¬ 
mer complaining loudly, that he had been deferted in the 
heat of the a£lion by the other, from motives of treachery 
■ orcovyir dicei-j^ilijioffible means were ufed by the friends of 
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thefe two officers to reconcile them; but to no purpofe, '^mti! 
the king intcrpoPed his authority, and acquitted the com- 
mandcr of theaitillery both of cowardice and ueacheiy* • 
Furthfr A SHORT time after this, the fame general of the cavalry 
advan- performed Comf fignal fervices to his country, byfurprinngthe 
SwediJ}) fortrefs of Oljburg^ whtcb the adminiflrator had erc£lcd 
gam^by jof the dcieiice of the frontier, Li recompence of his con- 
Danes.valour, John gave him his conquefts in perpetuity; 
and thus rewarded a faithful fervant, and defended his fron¬ 
tier, without expcnce to the government. 

Act this white Sture was not idle in Sweden. The Lu~ 


beckets had joined him with a iquadrun, conItOing of fix men 
of war ; '*and he railed a body of land-forces, with which he 
became mailer of ahnoll all the fortiefl’es in the kingdom, ex¬ 
cept Calmar and Borkbolttiy the fiegcs of which places were 
raifed by the feafonable fuccotgj fent by J6hn. S^iill however 
the Danes continued their incurfions, to put a (lup to which. 


and gain time, Sture fet a negotiation on foot concerning the 
queen’s relcafc. The pope’s pope’s legate coming to Gennd- 
ny about this time, it was thought a general peace would be 
ellabiifhcd, as he laboured to unite the Chriliian princes, in 
order to engage them agatnft the inhdels. The legate wrote 
to king John^ defiring he would fend ambafladors to a con- 
grefs at Lubeck, to which he had fummoned deputies from 
Sweden, and all the ci^jes. The deputies of the fevc- 
ral dates met accordingly ; but Sture's agents equivocated fa 
grofly, that the legate declared, unlefs the adminidrator re- 
leafed the queen, furrendered his authority, and returned to¬ 
gether with the whole kingdom of Sweden,tto the obedience 
Urey had fworn to king would engage his holinefs *10 

pour down upon them all the thunder of ^tbe church. 

'I'hese menaces operated powerfully on tfilc minds of the 
regency, and the Swedijh deputies; the former requeding leave 
to accompany the latter into Sweden, to treat with Sture in 
r perfon concerning her ms^dy’s releafe. They likewile 

deputies to Straljund, to treat with king concerning 

certain preliminary articles of peace. 

It was a ma^r of lefs difficulty than was ims^gined to prp^ 
it' Den-* queen’s liberty; the whole Swedijb natipn ‘navtng 

murk jit endeavoured to prevail on the adminidrator to fend her 
at liberiv Denmark. Her majedy was ittended ai Helmftadt by 

crowds of thCc nobility; and bis majedy, followed by the 
oriiice and court, met her at a condderabte didance, and con- 
«^udled her to Copenhagen, amidd the jdyful aedamatibns of 
the people, who loved the perfon, and greasly"fflf^i?s|g thw 
abilities of this heroine. * . 
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The fudden death of Stun-Sture on the fotlowing year A. D. 
irffedied a total change In the affairs of Swfdfn. Warm 1504. 
difputCB arofe whether his Danijh majefty (hould be called ro 
the tbrdne, or il^e management of aflairs pu| into the hands 
of SuanU Stun, grand inarech*al of the kingdom. 7 'he latter 
opinion prevailed, and the new adminiftrator began his 
vcrnment by renewing the war, and laying fiege to Calmar 
and Borkboim. More than common vigour was exerted in 
finifhing thofe fieges; but all the efforts of Stun were baffled 
by the bravery of the garrifon and the ftrength of the forti¬ 
fications. Yet feme writers pretend, that Cr/z/uar was taken 
by affault ^ ; an opinion we find contradit^cd by tbt bed au> 
thorities. • 


Kikc John was foiled in his endeavours to reduce Stve- John’z 
den to his ^bedience, and tei^inate the war; he therefore 
deliberated upon the mod effeidual means of punifliing this 
rebellious nation, by driking fomc decifivc blow. I'he ifland Swedtn, 
of Bomholm was the great fecurity of their commerce in the 
Baltic, and of this he propofed to deprive them. While be 
was bufied in preparations to execute this plan, the duke of 
Mecklenburg declared war on the Lubecken. The regency, 
terriiied tt having two enemies at once to deal with, made 
propofals of peace, and agreed to whatever his majefty dc* 
manded ; but the reft of the lymfc-towns, particularly Dant- 
zick, Riga, and Revel refufed to fign the treaty, pretending 
that their union would not permit them to a^rede to articles 
which refpeifted the intereft and convenicncy of one city only. 

howeveraconcluded the peace; and as this was the 
6nly city that had ijpwerfully fupported Sture, his majefty 
was now at liber^ty tq^turn his whole force aj^ainft Sweden, 
However, hc*gave car to the arguments of the Scottijh am- 
baffador, fent to mediate peace among the northern crowns. 


A congrefs was fixed at Calmar, for the deputies of the three 
kingdoms. The king, the Scattijh ambaffador, and fenates 
of Denmark and Narway attended; but they were difappointed 
in the ufual manner by the Swedes, who thought proper not 
Ig keep th^ir engagement* yahn was tncenfed at this indig* 
nity ? read to the congrefs the proofs and other docu¬ 
ments of bis title to the crown of Sweden, and the oath of 


allegiance that natioif had Acorn. He accufed the Swedes of 
rebellion and peiju^; but that he might not give judgment 
in bis own caufe, he left, fcntcnce to be pafted by the fenators 
tii Denmerk md Narway, Accordingly they pafted the fol- 
•diimtrtffiBmfutsitSuante Sture and the other members of the 


tflfeJTift. de Danemarc, par. M. Des Roch.es, t, iv. p. 373. 
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Swedifl) fenate, who had figned the oath of fidelity to the 
king, and were'guilty of perjury by exciting rebellions in 
the kingdom againft their fovereign, {hould be degraded from 
their nobility, hf ve their etUtes confifeated, and be obliged to 
furrender the kingdom into his'majcfty’s hands, by a certain 
day. This fentence was fent to ohe emperor Maximilian, 
with a requeft that he would examine and confirm it, if he 
thought it was founded on equity. His imperial majefty 
complied with the king’s dcfire; the decree was canvafi'ed 
before the aulic council, and folemnly ratified. 

WniiN John found himfelf fupported by the emperor’s 
confirmati:.in of the decree, he ordered it to be printed and 
publifhed, and then took the nccefl'ary mcafures for enforcing 
it, beginning with degrading the perfons levelled at, and con- 
fiicating their cllaies. He caujitd to be publiflied in all the 
hanfe-tovrns, the imperial decree of ratification, declaiing at 
the fame time, that if they continued their intercourfe with 
Sweden, or any ways aided or abetted the rebels in that 
kingdom, he would immediately revoke the privileges granted 
by his prcdcccflbrs to their (hipping in the ports of Denmark* 

It appears, that the Swedes were troubled at the publica¬ 
tion of this decree in the empire. It created confdtfion in 
the kingdom, and alienated the minds of numbers from the 
regent. Dieading the confcqucnces of their difafiedfion, 
Siure fent deputies to Denmark to negotiate peace j but as he 
had before brol^e his faith to the king, the deputies could 
only obtain a fuipenfion of arms. 

LVBECK' fought now to break the late treaty concluded 
with Denmark \ but hillory does not fpecify the reafons for 
which (he oppofed the growing inter^l; oi Jolm in Sweden, 
which was the real occafion why the regency deilred to come 
to a rupture with Denmark. This city received ail the Swe-- 
(hips that came to her ports, and furnifhed them with 
ammunition, provifion, and every implement of war, in open 
defiance of the king, fohn remonftrated to the regency, and 
they replied, that the (hips he fpoke of belonged to the Fan^ 
dal cities. It was plain however, that the trade ^of Sweden 
was carried on clandeftineiy in neutral bottoms ^ ztj^Ayobn, 
to put a (lop to this evil, ordered a fquadron to cruize in 
the Baltiek, and feize upon all the Lubitk (hipping that came 
in their way. Several rich veiTels were taken, the regency 
was alarmed, antf fent to demand reftitution. The other ci¬ 
ties followed their example ; but all the deputies were dif- 
mifll’d with this anfwer, that the (hips 
were lawful prize, as they carried on a traffic witlil* 
in diredf violation* of the late treaty. The populace 

beck 
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bed prefiecl the regency to make reprifals; but they more 
prudently contented themfelves with an ailurance to the 
' adminiftrator, given under their hands, that they would not 
fail of embracing every opportunity to aid and alTiU Sweden *. 

Encouraged, by this pramife, Swen-Stw-e broke the fuf- iTar re^ 
penHon of arms bet weep him and Denmark: he mzde'^newed 
irruption into Bleking, took the fortrefs of Lych^ pillaged and -wit/j Swe- 
fet fire to the furrounding villages, and retired precipitately den. 
with •his booty to Sweden. This infult did not pafs unre¬ 
venged. NorIf)'f admiral of the DauiJ}) fquadron, cruifing 
in the Baltick^ entered the port of Abo in Finland^ and re¬ 
duced the capital to afhes. He then fet fail for^the ifland 
Aaland^ razed the fortrefs of CaJUthoim.^ took Stten Tourfony 
a ^wedijh fenator, and his family prifoners, and carried them 
to Denmark^ with a great deal of rich plunder. Steen Tour- 
fon was cotincdcd with the families in Swe^n^ and they 
all exerted themfelves to bring about peace, as the only means 
of procuring his releafe. But the adminiflrator fruflrated the 
effciS^s of all their endeavours, and after a tedious negotia¬ 
tion, ordered matters fo artfully, that only a fufpenfion of arms 
for a year was concluded j only it was liipulqgLed before this 
cefTatioi^ of hofiilities was granted, that at the expiration of 
the truce, the Swedes fhould either acknowledge John for 
their fovercign, or give fufficient reafons (pr their refufahof 
him or his fon. Other articles of Icfs confequence were 
likewifc agreed ugpn, all of which were burthenfome to Swe- 
deny and grievous to the hanfe-towns; too much lb indeed 
to expe(5t any good cfFcdls from them. The Swedes were 
jhe hrfl who declined performing the agreement; upon 
which the king, findk^g he was trifled with, again took arms, 
and entered Wejirogofh about the middle of Dmimhefy at the 
head of an army. Here he burnt and pillaged Ladefcy and 
all the country he laid wafte ; but Sture did not venture to 
oppofe him, or at all to appear in the field before his ma> 
jefty returned to Denmark. Then he entered Schoneny and 
carried ruin and deveftation wherever he marched. Appre- 
henfive however that the king would amply revenge himfclf, 
he difpatclfhd deputies to Denmarky to demand a diet of the 
ilaces of the three kingdoms to meet on the twenty-fourth 
day of June following at Calmar. Although it was ea(y to 
perceiye that fear alone drove the adminiftrator to this mea* 
fure; yet fo delirous of peace was his Dmijh majefiy, that, 
he would not rejet^ any overture that had a tendency to re* 

/, ’'ic tranquillity. 

« 
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Such was the fituation of affairs, when the hanfe-towat 
interpofed in the beginning of the year 1508, and by their 
conduct deftroyed all hopes of accommodation. The city of 
Lubeck fent a fiept laden with all kind of (lores to Stockk^m ; 
they renewed tneir alliance with the adminiilrator, and even 
di^uaded him from giving ear to zigy propofitions that might 
tend to the dimunition of his own i>.uthority. The admini- 
flrator was cafily pc *udcd to break off a treaty for which he 
had no inclina ioij; and the king was aflonilbed at fo abrupt 
an infrjclic ^ of a truce obtained by fo much folicitation. 
He laid the aiTai'- b “ore the diet, who immediately retolved 
updi» tle<;|aring war aepinft Lubeck. AmbafTadors were dif- 
patched to Engfand and Scolhnd., to folicit nav.d 
froiti both theie kingdoms. In th^* mean time the Lubechrs 
had procured the emperor protcdlion, and jjio- 

hiUtion on all German prin ^ ar’’ fubjet^ts from entering 
•nto the fervice of Denmark. HL impt rial majeffv likewifc 
wrote to king yoAa not to moleft the comn <*roe of the Lu~ 
beebers; but at length, •! 'he 'otreaty of the /. .fuL king, he 
withdrew his protedion from this '"ity. 

King ’fohnt.oUic'K J up the Trave with 1 fquadio*', :;-.d 
took three rich merchantmen belonging to Lubed. h ne 
Lubeckers unadvifedly made reprifals, by Icizing all the Lfauijh 
fuhjeds and effeds io their city ; a ftep which induced the 
king to give ftniilar diredion* w th refped to al! tl nu r- 
chants and effeds of in all the different potts of hi- 

dominions. Alf this commerc^.l tiry earned on .. j;rod'gif?in 
trade with Denvuark., nothing coola be more/:outrary te thcii 
inteieft than a meafure which provoked the king to put a ilorl 
to their traffic, and feize on their melchc-idize. Immedi¬ 
ately their infoience was checked, and theV V^rote to king 
fohn in che moft fupplicating manner, requefling that rhcii 
merchants and fubjeds might be fet at liberty : but thefc 
letters had no effed ; the king infifled upon fucb terms, 
that for the prefent the negotiation was dropt ^ 

With refped to the congrefs appointed at Calmar, th* 
Svaedift deputies did not, appear; but the hple nation, 
aibamed of fo ipany breaches of their word, whic^t i)<^ou!c 
render them infamous in all the courts of Europe^ thought 
make reparation, by fending ambafladote to the king to < * 
mand peace. King John defired the deputies to acquaint the 
fiate, that he woura tranfad the bufinefs at JEteifinburg, if ihe] 
would fend commiiBoners with full powers thither. His propo 
(id tyas accepted, and at this congrefs it was 

• Johfui. tp, 
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^ fliOQM psLV his majeiiy a tribute of thirteen (boufand Trfatj 
' marks of the itandard weight of Sicckhohn^ until fuch time as«u«r4Swe^ 
himfelf or his fon were chofen kings of Sweden ; that until den nw- 
this ttiAe the prince (liould have poiFeihoii Calmar and the eluded, . 
iflands of Gothland and Ocldnd^ in which they promifed not 
to difturb him. Several other conditions were flipulailhd, 
and this treaty was in ia<9t only a renewal of the overtures 
made at Wcmdthevg a few years bck<rt. The thief motive 
whicb induced the commiffioncrs to iCceJ tc fuch condi¬ 
tions was, that now »bcy hoped ihe co.omerce might 

t rsrried on without interruption, tts'- ri '.ion being almoft 
,c Stirtd *o defpair by the total ffagnaiion of iradt lor ibmc 
*> ' 

V - I . 

/ i ! tho tre?.t> v as of no effe£l. Suante Store ex- Trrc.fj 
. tJ . ■ free naticT^i tamely lubmitting to pay tri- 
ar-t.:.awd iha. .he coinmif.’ioners exceeded their in- 
Aiuciic n u v\ord, whatever the fituation of Sweden 
. t.fe rather to hazard a war than ratify fo dif* 

' 'y. In thi'' r blution he w..s ''onSrmed by the 
. , plies ici;t by / and the other banfe-towns. 

'.vis of fhips go; i' > into the haibou. clf S*eckholm, al- 
riO,t a#l of whic!< wer, •'nd fhipwrecked in a florin 

ovc'-tnolc then^ ’ '' ^ .‘.'ta-n. 

If; news of t! . i^evivcd the ht^es of iht Daneu 
■ i lion rode at anchor in the 

■ he '7 -tve • enter the rjyer as (bon as a 

' jfFcrcd. ] ..lean while the Danip admiral 
l'ir;d- woops anu Durnt a great number of villages 

•r ./ ' i.t^ftill fomc advantages gained by theZ,<r- 

)- ' i>'-ir:ccd ii% majedy that this force was unfufEcient 

' > «wt «i- ffeets of Sweden and Luheck. He therefore again ap> 
pb< d t; i I'.gs of England and Scotland^ publifhing at the fame 
110 ■: » sii't.lion, whereby he permitted the fhips of all na- 
tion.s iw cruize againft Lubeck and Sweden^ promiftng them by 
wav of e:ic^>uragemcnt an exemption from duties in the ports 
of -0, nmark. In confequcnce of this declaration, the Baltick 
was <'ovci« d with privateers, and the Swedijh and Lubeck fleets 
^re^dc'd (hewing themfelvcs out of port. ^ 

Besides this, hing John a6lcd with his own fleets againft A. D,* 
tVv' enemy. A llrcfltg fquadron was fent to Lubeck under the i 509 f 
.nmand of admiral JNerby^ who took ^^oe, after pillaging 
and deflroying all the adjacent country. At laft the Swe- pgaeg 
mjh fenate, afflided with the miferies of the people, applied agam em-' 

to the admihiftrator, that he pettnittkd eluded 
a'mbafladors to go to Denmark to fpHcit a. peace, which was av//jkSwt« 
fhoff after concluded} upon terms left advantifgeous to them dw»* 
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than tbofc which the adminiflrator rcfufed to comply with the 
year befoie. The felf-famc tribute was infided on; but he.j 
found it dangerous to quarrel with the fenatc, who had now 
entered ftronglyinto the only meafures that could fajfe their 
iinking country; namely, an • accommodation with Den- 
mirk. It w'as even ibpuiatcd, tl^t Sweden fliould by no 
means whatfoever aid, a/Iiil, or trade with huLeck^ while his 


inajeliy was at war with that city 

A. D. Such were the hard conditions of peace to which the 
1510. Swedes were forced to fubniit: however, like all other treaties 
7headmi~ with this and the former adminiftrator, it was but of fhort 
nijlrattrr duration., “This year, in conjunction with Lubcck, the admi- 
niftiator declared war againft Dinniark ; and fuch diligence did 
Lubec Lubftkers exert on this occahon, that their fquatlron ap- 

LangUindy befote k.in^ fohn had notice of their 
"iwTs^.iar prepaiations. Here they landed their troops, and 

burnt lomc villages; but were fo warmly received by the inha- 
birants, who aficmbled to oppofe them, that they were forced 
to return to their (hips, without committing faither damage, 
leaving all their plunder behind. 

It was nowiihat the king prepared earneftly for war. He 
laid an embargo on all the Ftcnch^ EnpUJh, Scottip, aqfj other 
(liipping in his ports, ordering all the laige vcflels to be fitted 
out as Ihips of war; an unpieccdentcd tneafure, whichfurcly 
had the concumnee of the frfi'ereigns to whom they were 
fubjecSf, clfe would he never have piefumed to attempt it. But 
The Lo- in the mean white, a fquadron from Ltiheck made a clcfccnt on 
bcckers the ifland Mena. On their approach Andrew Bildcf who 
invade commanded in the ifland, fortified the town and citadel of* 

Mona, Stega^ and took every other meafure ncccfiary for an obflinate 

and are defence. landed, and fintling the* open coun- 

rcpuljcd. ify anj villages deferted, imagined that the inhabitants, terri¬ 
fied at their approach, had taken (helter in the capital, which 
their confternation would render an eafy conquefl. Full of 
ihefe hopes, they advanced, and laid ficge to the city. Bilde 
had ordered mattcis in fuch a manner as to imprefs the enemy 
with ftill ftiongcr notions of his pannic, in order to lull them 
into the greater fecurity. He even fuffered them'to 
the fcaling-ladders, and fill the ditch with mcn^ upon*which 
he fallicd out, poured burning pitch, and^pthcr combuftibles, 
large ftones, and (hewers of (hot, among them ; playing at 
the fame time his <irtillery with fuch fuccefs, that, after the 
lofs of their commander, and prodigious flaught€;r of the (bl- 
diers, the Lubeekers were obliged to By with pT^y r.. |>rer.ijplt3.. ^ 
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tion (0 their Ihips. Then a fally of the whole garrifon was 
y made, the fugitives were attacked wiih great fury, and fuch ter¬ 
rible deflru^tion made among them, that few ek-aped. 

Wfm-n the news of this tranfaclion rc'^hcd the king’s 
cars, he was fo pleafed with"’the Inaveiy of the governor and 
inhabitants, that* he fent^a gentleman of his court to th^k 
and aifure them, that he would never forget fo fignal a fer- 
vicc, and fo convincing proofs of their coinage and loyalty. 

Aftef this it was that he gave inftruiStions to ail the gover- 
nors of iflands to place ceinincis at certain diflances along 
the coafts, to prevent being turprlzed. 

This repulfc did not pi event the/.w/r./rre fjipm endea-Lu- 
voufing to revenge the affront by a defeent on Langlaml\ butbeckers 
the inhabitants kept fo good a countenance, that, after fxt-repui/edta 
quent attempts, they were *prced to weigh anchor, without Langland. 
fetting fodt on land, and fail to Eljinoriy where they met with 
no better fuccefs. 

While the regency were fcheming the means of retrieving 
their difgraces, the foldiers mutinied, refufing to ferve in a 
W’ar which was undertaken without any apparent reafon, and 
to the utter ruin of their country. This unfcM^tunate accident 
occafioaed fome change in the meafures of the regency, but 
none in their fentiments; for, perceiving thcmfclves in no 
condition to man the propofed fquadrons, they fent deputies 
to the adminiftrator, exhorting him to atftick Denmark by 
land, while the hanfe-towns were giving him full employ, 
ment by fea. This was a propofal which SttA-ey always averfe 
to the late treaty, embraced with plcafure (A). He detached 
•general Achen into Holland with a body of borfe, ordering 
him to carry fire antj fword through every plaqe he marched, 

Achm had fi%r(^ entered the province when ^che Crabbty a The 
gentleman of family and influence in the country, fell upon Swedes 
him with a body of hardy peafants he had aflembled, and in- d^eatea. 
tircly defeated him, making great flaughter of his men 

A DEFEAT fo unexpeAed caufed great confternation in 
Sweden, The people apprehended, that John would invade 
them with the whole ftrength of his kingdom on the one fide, 
^nilfren|^agc the Ruffians to attack them on the other. To 
remove^this laft inconveniency, the adminifirator concluded, 

• Vid. Me was. Vit. Johan, ibid. 

(A) It appears, that Sture beck. We )nay therefore con- 
had not, by any a£l of hofii- jedure, that he only fecretly 
litvJjrokj^i^ treaty before abetted their defigns, without 
tiis time; cnnbgji we are told committing a dired violation of 
he d^lared war againft John in the treaty. 

^dhjundion with the city of £.«• 


with 
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with all expedition, a treaty for fixty yean with the czer 
George Betim. * 

On his fide, king John employed a great number of foreign 
(hipping, for thfiJefence of his coafts, againft the attacks of 
the hanfe-towns, whom the cityW Lubech had engaged to de¬ 
clare war againd him: he ere£led the fortreft of Engelburg in 
Laaland, to ferve as a retreat for the inhabitants of the iflatid, 
in cafe of a defeent: he renewed the prohibition on any of 
his fubjetSis trading with Lubeck, or the allies of that city } 
and took fuch vigorous fleps, as efFedually didreiled the re¬ 
gency of Lubeck. But the very circumftance which almod oc- 
John re- cafioncd iV- tuin of this city, proved the means of its pre- 
dum Lu- fcrvaiion ; for the regency, taking advantage of the deplorable 
brek to condition to which the populace were reduced, engaged them 
great diffi- to enter in their fleets and artnipE^ their only refource againft 
eultiet. famine and death. To this armament the Swedes joined a 
fquadron, and a plan of operations was concerted between the 
adminiftrator and the regency. Twenty-fix fail of Lubeckers 
landed in Bleking ; and after fetting a few villages on fire, and 
making a flight booty, retired, on advice that the inhabitapts 
were alfembling; to oppofe them. Meurfius fays, that a report 
of the king's approach, with a numerous fleet, madt them 
embatk with fuch precipitation, that, leaving their booty on 
(hore, the foldiers infifled on being immediately carried back 
to Lubeck. The*’admiral propbied a defeent on Fionia^ a 
place fu rich as amply to reward all their toil; but his remon- 
(Iranees were inetfedlual: even the reinforcement of a ftrong 
fquadron, which joined them as they were Iet'>ving the coaft 
of Blekivg^ could work no change in their minds; all, with 
one voice, crying out, Lubeck / Lubeck ^ and threatening to 
throw their oncers overboard, if they made ahyVefilhince. 

. 7 'owards the end of the year a fquadron of the king*s, 
ptMt be- confining of eight (hips, had a (harp engagement with a Lu- 
pioeen the beck fquadron of equal ftrength. They (ought obflinately the 
Panifh whole day, and were feparated by the night, without any ap- 
etud Lu parent advantage on either fide; though it is judged, from the 
\>wdK.feet$, hurry in which the Lubeckers put into port, that they were fi<^ 
of the rough ufage of the Danes. * 

jfi, D. Ne^CT fpring the regency 6f Lubeck licenfed a great number 
1511. of pirates to cruize upon the Danes, toVupplyin fome mea- 
fure the room of a regular fleet, which the great expencea of 
the preceding ye&r rendeted them incapable of equipping. 
This piratical (quadron was commanded by one Conrad 
/irr, whd manned and fitted up near thirty mer ti>aiftW ^ i"Htf^iJ ' 
own expence. In order to block up or deftroy this fleet, kiy 
. yohn (eat Haltger with twenty men of war to Travemsth^^ 

• but 
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bufc the Luheckert^ having advice of his abroach, drew all * ^ 

their fitips within the irtterior harbour of the city, where they 
<nbid detiance to all the attempts of the Danijh admiral. Ha- 
figery however, had bis revenge on the furrounding country, 
which *he pillaged, and, after fetting fire the fuburbs, (et 
fail for Siraifund. Here he Committed many excefles ; •pnd 
the regency of the city, retaliate upon him, raifed an anhy, 
which was defeated and cut in pieces by the Danes. 

In the mean time, the adminifirator fent a fieet and army 
to lay fiege to Borkhslm in the illand of Oeland^ where Canute 
Rudy commanded for the king. The fiege was conduced by 
three Bviedes of diftindlion. Hemming Goede., Breme Oejiry^ 
and Eric Abraham, It continued from the twei^ty>fourth of The 
fune to the twenty-fifth of November^ although his nfajefiy Swedes 
iregle£ied no expedient to fuccour and relieve the garrifon, Bork« 
which was at length forced capitulate, on honourable terms, holm* 
for want*of provifions. To indemnify himfelf for this Jois, 
the king meditated an expedition againfi JVeji Gothland^ 
with a body of infantry. This detachment penetrated to 
Scara^ pillaged, laid wafte, and burnt the country; but was 
forced to return, on advice that the Swedes had laid feveral 
ambufeades, and were taking efier^ual fieps'to cut off their 
convoys of provifions and retreat. 

In the autumn the Lubeckers bad put a fleet to fea, and the 
king fent the admirals Haligeft Narby^ and Gifeh in quefi of 
them. Haliger^ who was the comroandirlg officer in chief, 
fet fail with a favourable wind, and foon cagte in fight of the 
enemy; upon which he exhorted bis men to do their duty, 
proQiifing thevi the whole booty. The men expreffing their 
* ardour to engage, the fignal was made, and both fleets fought 
with, the utmoft fiirjp Haliger had placed hia largefl (hips in 
the wings oT tfie line, filling up the center with fmaller vefiels 
manned with foldiers, and keeping befides a finall fquadron in 
referve i whereas the Lubeck admiral fought too impetuoufly The 
to obferve the proper difpofitipn. In the end, %\m. Lt^eekers\xdK.«n 
were defeated, with the lofs of five ffiips ; but the vid^ory was defuaeil in 
not decifive, as night interpofed, and Haliger found them o Jea-em^ 
drawn ug next morning in the port of Bornholm in order 
'^Sltle^ and with a countenance that made it not very advis¬ 
able. to attack them. He was, however, fortunate enough to 
fall in with three ffien of war off StrMmi% who were fern to 
join the Luheck fleet. ' They had mlttaken the Danifls fqua- 
droa for that of their allies, and Haliger tSok two of die (kips 
before they difeovered their miftake. 

fleet was returning home, they met wkh a 
fleet of Dutch mefchantnen, co^i^g of two hundred and 
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fifty fail, under convoy of four men of war. The fight of fij 
rich a prize excited their avarice, and roufed their antienj;; 
animofiiy to this people, the rivals of their commerce. They 
attacked and foot) made themfelvcs mafters of the whole fleet, 
except the men Of war, with wl^jich the admiral cfcaped, ori 
finifing himfelf unable to cppc^fc the powerful fquadron of 
Ltikeck, Thcfc four (hips went ftr^t to Bornholm, and ac¬ 
quainted Haliger of what had paficd j upon which the Dane 
all’emblcd his officers, and obliged them to fwear they would 
refeue the prize, or perifh in the attempt. Immediately he 
fet fail, taking with him the four Dutch men of war, came 
up with the enemy, found fcveral of the Dutch merchantmen 
fet on firc‘,*'cthrjs a-diift, after bcin^ emptied of the richeft 
part of their cargoes, and the Lubeex fquadron wrapt in full 
iecurity, meditating upon nothing but the enjoyment of fo 
rich a booty. Haltger gave thc'‘ngnal to engage • and the 
Lubeck admiral, perceiving himfelf attacked, led the flight, 
and, by a providential accident in his favour, gained the mouth 
of the Trave, in fpite of all the endeavours of the Danijb 
fquadron to intercept him. Haligtr had fprung a-lcak, and 
lying-by to repair his (hip, the reft of the Danijh fquadren 
miftoolc it for a \ignal to ftop the purfuit, by which means the 
Dutch dear ofTj but left behind all the Dutch ‘Veflels, 

//rtv rr- which were immediately returned to their owners, and frnt 
taken h under the efcorl of their own admiral. Thus the 

#/-«■ Danes, Damjh fleet rode triumphant in the BaUick\ and fuch was the 


re- 


aitd 
Jiored, 


A. D. 
1512. 
Revelu' 
lions in 
Sweden. 


king's fuperiority J?y fea, that nolwithftanding the war con¬ 
tinued for the fpace of ten years, yet every thing neceirary to 
fupporc life with comfort was in as great abundisncc, and fold 
at as low a price, through all his dominiqns, as in the pro- 
foundeft peace *. ^ 

The death or SKrtfffe S/ure, adminiftrator o^Stuedsn, occa- 
fioned *frefh revolutions in that kingdom. The nation was 
divided in their choice of a fuccc(fcr. The archbifhop of 
IJpfal fupported the intereft of Eric Troll, a man of the moft 
diftinguifhed.meiit and family ; while many fenators, fufpei^- 
ing T/W/’s attachment toefpoufed young Stenon, 
(bn of Sture, SteHon carried his point by a majority of voices s 
but the other party did not relinquiib their claim : and while 
they were thus ftruggling in civil difputes, the regency of Lu~ 
heck determined to break olf the alliance,*’'and make peace 
with king John. The people became clamorous from their 
jioveriy, aiid thofe who but the laft year were loudeft in the 
t ry of war now became mutinous lor peace. A letter was 
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wrote to the hing, requeuing his majefty toNkppoint a con- 
irefs for terminating* their difFerences; and John, naturally 
^erf^: to war, could not reject any propofitions that a^orded 
a profpe^ of .peace. He told the deputies, that the regency 
might fafcly fend commifiioners to FUnJburg^ |vherc he would 
negotiate a peace with them, %nd the reft of the hanfe-tou^. 

A tew difputes arofe at the opening of the conferences; Wit 
his majefty firmly maintaining his point, obliged the Luheck 
deputies to comply with all he propofed. In confequence a 
peace*was figned, by which the city of Lubeck engaged to aflift 
the king with all its force, in cafe the Swedes perftfted in re- 
fufing to acknowledge him, or the prince, for their fovcreigri; 
or, at Icaft, to pay the yearly tribute of thirty thoqfand marks 
of filvcr; to aflord a retreat to none of the enemies of Den¬ 
mark ; and to compromife amicably all future.difputcs ariiing 
between his majefty and the nmublic. 

SJFELAilsI was thundcr-itruck with the conduft of Lu¬ 
beck. Immediately the adniiniftrator and fenate wrote to the 
king to appoint a congtefs, to deliberate on the means of 
eftabliftiing peace on a Iblid foundation. lLticSwediJIn 3 icpu.-< 
tics went further, and even began to negotiate with the king, 
whom they found dilpofed to liften to reafonable terms* In 
Ihort, peace was concluded on one of thefe three conditions: 

That Sweden fhould acknowledge or bis fon, for their 

fovereign ; or pay the tribute of thirty thoufand marks: but 
little regard was.had to this treaty until after*^£>Ws death. 

His majefty now, at length, relaxed himfelf from public i*- 
cares, at leaft from foreign concerns; and applied his mind foejiic ton- 
to cultivate reiig/on, morality, and learning in Denmark. He iu^. 
augmented the rights, privileges, and revenues of the acade¬ 
my founded at Cape^agen by the king his father. Expe¬ 
rience having tAight him the advantage of eflifiloying men 
of letters in public aftairs, he made it a point to chufe his 
ambaftadors and minifters out of this learned icminary. As a 
farther encouragement to the univerficy, he prohibited his 
fulne 6 Is from fending their children to foreign academies, or 
indeed to any other except Upfal^ and even then made it ne- 
cefliny tba£ they Oiould ftrft have ftudied three years in Co- 
fSnltagei^, 

Having fettled the affairs of Zealand^ his msjefty, ac¬ 
companied by the quben, the prince, and a great number of 
the nobility, paiTed over to North Jutland. In this voyage he 
was overtaken in a tempeft, which put thc*ihip into fo great 
danger* that asToon as the king fet bis foot on fhorc he turned 



round 
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^ round to the Tut tnd crkd oat, ** Farewel fee! fdt 

** ever I you have treated me in fuch a*manner to*day, that 
“ I baf'e little hopes of again rq>a£ng you*/’ woids that. ; 
were afterwards looked on as prt^etic. While the king 
refided at the high tides overftowed the country, and 

defiatned him longer in the cit/ than he propofed. It is re* 
pdrted that on this occafion, his tnnjefty walking with fome 
noblemen along the Ihore, faid to them» looking at the Tea, 

It muft be confened that this is the wotic of the iCing of 
“ kings, who wants neither cannon nor inftruments of war 
to block us up. This element alone is fudicient. We who 
** never fubmitt^ to an earthly power, humbly proftrate our* 
felves (before this heavenly mailer, whom the Teas and 
the earth obey.” 

When the waters retired, his majedy, going to CVAwr^, 
was thrown od* his horfe i an /accident which brought on a 
fever, that terminated with me life of this exc^lent mo* 
narch, who bore his lad agonies with a refigned firmnels of 
mind, that does honour to bb memory, and credit to that 
innocence and integrity of life, which could alone infpire him 
with fo calm a icfolution at the approach of death. When 
he found his end drawing near, he fpoke to his fon before a 
Hi$ exhor- great number of fenators and noblemen. ** My fon, foid'he, I 
tation to exhort you to woribip God, and pray to the King of 

bhfoa, kings to • infpire you with wifdoin adequate to the heavy 

** charge I am going to devofve on you. 1 recommend it 

** to you to govern your people with equity, and above all 

« dungs to be' tender of their privileges. What glory is 

** there in being the king of Aaves ! Let it be your ambition 
** to be thought worthy to govern freemen. l 3 o nothing by 
vtoience, confult your faithful fubjef^s, and attach them 
as well by' friend&ip as by duty. Admmifter juftice in 
perfon, and let your ears be ever open to the comjdaintt 
** of the tmpreiied, and the groans of the injured and indi* 
gent. Fiji all places of trull and profit with your natural 
^e£b: God has given you charge of their incereft} they 
called you to the throne, and gratitude requires a return 
** from you. Reward my fauthful fervants, and aipudi th^ 

«< to you: th^ will then have a double tie to ferve ypu with 
** fidelitylove of my memory* and a Icnfe of their oUiga* 
** tions to you: and now, my tl^eft fbdv I pray Ood to bleb 
you, to direct you, and to grant you a long reign, profper* 
<« ous to you, and happy to your people.” With thefe words 
he expired on the twentieth day of Fibruary, 1513, uotverfal- 
)y beloved, efteemed) and regretted. It would* W 
fury, after what we have/sliced* to draw the portraic of tb^ 

wort^ 
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ti^ithy pnnce: fui^ent it is* that he was^ft, pruientt ffu jeath * 
piofis, Jiberaly bravei iind humam; in a word, pofieO^ ofan/iclfa. 

quality that could endear him to his fubjefls, ren(|rr his roller, 
lifc,amiable and cafy, and laft moments hapoy. In all hia 
yfzn<, which ^cre Numerous, he was focccfsful J except againft 
the DithmarfianSi where the rAifcondu^i; lay wholly upon )iW 
officers. Here, in particular, he exerted his Courage^ and 
diftinguifbed his peribnal .bravery in the repeated attacks he 
made on their trenches. His regard to his promifes was I’o 
great, that foreign ilates never required more than his word * 
and fo fcrupulous was he in this refpeiSt, that he often be- 
came the dupe of the two adminiftrators. It was perhaps his 
only weakneis, Ibd a generous one it was: he love^atruth fo 
much, that he ^ould not perfuade himfeif but others paid the 
fame regard to it: even the repeated perfidies of Snanu-Sture 
would not convince him but hiitj>reach of oaths and promifes 
arofe from lieceflity. The Swedes^ indeed, accufe him of 
giving the befi governments in that country to Danijh fubje^s, 
contrary to the treaty of Cahnafy and his laft inftrudions to 
his own fon; but this they probably intend as a tacit apology 
for the fenate and adminiftrator, who Hand greatly in need of 
fome*prctences to juftify their rebellion. Admiteing the fzQc 
was true,»need we be furprifed at the little confidence he 
placed in a fet of people who had fcandalized themfelves by 
their perfidy, and breach of word, in every court in Ekrope^ 
before ever he came to the throne, and during ^he reign of his 
father ? To conclude, John was of a middling ftaturc, ftrong 
built, and lufty: his cheft was broad and elevated, his face 
round, and hiseyq^ roodeft. He defpifed drefs; but was fond 
of^neatnefs. His oeconnmy was frugal; his table plentiful; 
but not fpiendid; however, when he aiTumed the fpvereign, 
all was great, rtclf, and magnificent. He was fo great an 
admirer of the fimplicity of the antlent Banes, that he even 
imitated their drefs, and always wore an antique fword over 
his robe. He promoted fcience, encouraged men of learn¬ 
ing, had them always at his table, fought their converfation, 
and, on thefe occafions, laid afide the fovereign for the cha- 
ra<^cr of the pupil. In a word, be was at leaft as wife, as 
amiatde a|)rihce as ever fwayed the Danijh feeptre *. 

* Vid, Mfivan Vit. Johan, ad fin. 
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CHRISTIAN n. 

f^HRlSTIAN II. fuccecdcd by ele£Hontohis father^ 
^ crown; and his firft care was to put himfelf in a condi* 
tion to refift the enemies to his peribn and people. He could 
not imagjiQe that the Sutedts^ who had fo often revolted againft 
his father, would ihew more fidelity to him, nor that they 
would be in any hurry to execute the articles of their laft 
treaty with Denmari. He kn» that little confidence was due 
to the profeffions of the hanle-cities, as want df ability to 

I trofecute the war compelled them relu£fantly to fue for the 
ate peace. Already the crown of Denmark was in alliance 
with the kings of France^ England^ and Scotland, with the 
dukes of Saxony, Frederick, and yohn, and with the margrave 
of Brandet^tgrg. Chrijiian therefore refolved to ftrengthen his 
intereft ftill more, by concluding a treaty with the emperor i 
hy which means he would fecure the friendihip of the whole 
houfe of Ati/iria, With this view he fchemed a marriage 
with the emplror’s daughter, Ifabella, filler of C^ar/r/and 
Ferdinand, both fucceffively raifed to the imperial dignity ; 
and the more eafily to accomplifb this defign, he laboured to 
get himfelf crowned } a ceremony that waagperfbrmed in the 
momh of Mcy. • 

Immediately after he fet out wj^h a fplendid retinue to 
the court of^the princefs Margaret, goverifbis^of Nether¬ 
lands : he made her highnefs acquainted with the nature of 
his vifit, and was conduced by her to BruffeU, where her fbit 
Charles refided. Here he again demanded the princefs, and, 
on obtaining a promife, haflened back to Denmark to pte- 
pare for his nuptials. 

This year was ufhered in by a terrible eaithoDake, which 
was felt in almoft every part <h Demnark, A fmrm of^ind 
immediately followed, that overturned the fteeple of the great 
church at Copenhagen, tore up whole ftrefls of great trees by 
the roots, threw down an incredible number of houfes, and 
killed many p^rfons. Superflitious men looked upon ^is a» 
an inaufpicious harbinger of the troubles of ChrtJiiaAa reign, 
while the more fenfiblc part of the nation r cgw^id an 
effed arifing from natural caufes. It happened ^indeed on 
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Ibh&ccaiion, as it ufoaily does, that thefe fagSbious rene£lions 
J^re made long after the happened; a fort of retrof* 

'Teflive conjedures in which the wife authors could hot well 
K miftaken. I 

Cfi^fSTIJN' having got.evcry thing in rfadinefs for tl>c re- He marriti 
ception of the princefs, lent the grand marechal, the archbitfop Ifabdla, 
of Drsnthrimf and a greft number of nobility, with a 
fquadron to condud her to Denmark, On their return a violent <-'harIes 
flora) diiperfed the fleet, and almoft fliipwrcclccd the ptincel's^* 
on the coaft of ZetiJandy near Copenhagtn. All the lords and 
ladies of the court went immediately to congratulate her on 
her providential efcape, and to welcome her into Denmark, 

She was Toon after married, with great pomp, tv^he king, 
and afterwards ctowned and acknowledged fovereign of Den- 
tnarky by all the different flatesof the kingdom (Aj. 

STUDtptJS to pleafe his Vide, the king'fent to the Lew 
Countries for all the queen's fervants, that (he might enjoy the 
falisftiilion of being attended in a ftrnnge country by perfons, 
to whofe language and mannets (he was accuftomed. He 
aifo fent for gardiners, in order to cultivate all forts of fiuits 
and other vegetables for her table, and afligned them the little 
ifland of Amag for this purpofe, which foon was able to fup- 
ply, nof only her majefty’s cable, but all Copenhageuy with the 
moft delicious fruits. 

His majefty then applied tc4matters of greater importance ; His domeL 
and the flrfl; obje^ of his care was to fet commerce on the beft/rV conduih 
footing, eflablifhing a general tariff. Neist he forbid the 
exportation of corn and beer, to prevent dearths in the coun¬ 
try ; a maxim ki politics eftabliihed in many other countries 
upon falfe principles, and without refle£l;ing, that the lands 


(A) While the nuptial cere- through the roo^ on which he 
inooies were celebrating, a cir- called out, ** Aiie, gentlemen, 
camftance happened chat after - ** and falute the prince deflined 
wards became the fubjeft of ** for your fovereign." For 
much conver&tion. Among the the prefent this fiymg was re- 
other princes who honoured the garded as a u.Ily inipired by 
king's maniage with their pre- wine ; but after Chrifiian was 
feiika, was* Frederick duke of depofed, and Fredmck raifed to 
SJeJwki *and Htdfiein, With the throne, people conllrued it 
him came Reffenjla<w, | man of into R^njlav/s profound fkill 
birth, afehoiar, agreatdvilian, in futurity, though, in all ap- 
aad profound aftrtnoger. While! pearance, it #^as dilated by a 
Ftejinjlanv was one day at din* flrong affe£Uon and attachment 
ner with the reft of the nobility, to his mafter (1). 
duWlTrr^/of happened to pals 

(f) yu. mu thrift, f. «s. 
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will be cultty^fTed by the bulbandmaii) in proportbn to*the 
demand for corn, and pieces of ground furrowed by the 
plough, which otherwifc would remain ufelefs. Many 
regulations, with rcfpefl to trade, were made, moil of which 
had a tcndencyi^o enrich the capital, by drawing an SilRux of 
rY.rchants thither *. 

Jffain ef CHRISTIAN Was thus emplot/ed in his own kingdom, 

Sweden, while the affairs of Swtden feetned to take a turn favourable 
to his claim. The archbiihop of Upferl, not having intercft 
enough to eftabliih Eric Troll in a ihare of the government, 
had however addrefs enough to aflbeiate his fon in the regen* 
cy, and devolve half the authority on him. His gaining this 
point wai,t he imagined, of fo great moment to the king, 
that he immediately acquainted him with it, by an expreff. 
ChriJUanvi^s not however fatisfied. Tied up with laws, and 
a limited fovercigiUy in Denjfarky he viewed Sweden as a 
kingdom where he might claim defpotic power as the right 
of conqueff. Unmindful of his father’s dying exhortation, 
this was what Chrijlian panted after. Imagining that young 
Troll might be ufetul in performing this defign, and deflroying 
the authority of the adminiftrator, he fent perfons to congra* 
tulate him on^his new-acquired dignity, and accompanied his 
compliments with a conhdcrable fum of money, as aAmore fo- 
lid teftimony of his friendfhip. The young prelate, who had 
juff afeendedto the fummit of ^is ambition, was vain, haugh¬ 
ty, and loquaci&us, qualities of which the artful Dane did not 
fail to make iiis advantage. He reprefented his mailer’s 
power, conne<^ions, and dirpofttion, in fuch a light as wholly 
gained over the prelate, and the ilrongcff ailiirance from him, 
that he would regard his affociate in the adminiHration, as tUb 
enemy to Sweden and Denmark^ and i^iould leave no engine 
unemployed \o reffore the union of Colmar Tn fls full force. 

TROLL made good his promifes, and every thing was 
tending to a civil war in Sweden, when Arcemboldt the pope’s 
legate, arrived in Denmark, and by dirpenOng indulgencies, 
raifed heavy contributions under the mafk of religion. This 
pious robber was departing for Sweden, loaded with the fpoils 
of the people; and Chrijhan beheld, with regret,,the neceffity 
he was under to (liHe his refentmenc at feeing his fulyedstLus 
pillaged, and his kingdom ilripped of money, by an abufe of 
devotion, and the artful influence of tUb church over fuperfti- 
. tious minds. l|owever, he refolved to turn this circumilance 
to his advantage. The legate's intereft in Sweden he knew 
W'ould be of tlie utmoft confequence, and be refolved to gain 
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^ by tbe mod liberal facrifices to his avarice. In fatd he 
iHd fo} the legate promifed him his utmoft interedi and :|ipear- ptffiJj 

ed fo hearty and fincere in his profeflions, tlat ChrijUan put . 
more confidence in him than prudence woul(rfeem to di^te^^ ^ 
he ought in a foreign minifier. He laid before him the 
of his forces and treafury,Snd the names of all his adherents in 
Swedeitj together with the plan they concerted for reuniting the 
two kingdoms. The legate departed, was carefled by the ad' 
miniftrator, and all his promifes to ChriJiiany^v^Sbt^ before the 
difpelling power of Stenon's prefents. The degree of intimacy 
into which the king received him, furnilhed him with the 
means of becoming his mofl dangerous enemy f *and the 
treacherous legate did not fail to exert this advantage 

After fettling matters with the adminiftrator, he re¬ 
turned to S>enmark to raife Contributioiis, afTuming the 
appearance of great chagrin at the little fuccefs of the cora- 
mifBon with which the king intruded him. Chrj/iian faw 
through the thin difguife, was incenfed at it, but wanted the 
power of redrefs. Nothing now remained but to attempt the 
redu^ion of Sweden by force of arms; and from this he was 
for fome time diverted by two incidents, which intircly en* 

^rofled tBe attention of the court. Tbe lirll was the punifh* 
ment of John Foburgh, firft fccrctary of date, accufed of ex¬ 
tortion, and other crimes, by %irbem Oxy^ bailiff of tbe cita¬ 
del of Copenhagen. 

FO BURGH was one of thofemen whom fortune wantonly 
raifed from obfeurity to the higheft dignities, only to render 
his downfal more confpicuous. After palling with reputation 
tlirough feveral private employments, he found means of be¬ 
ing introduced it^coun, where he inlinuated hpnfeif fo art¬ 
fully into the king's confidence, that he foon became one of 
flis Aril miniflers. His rapid elevation excited envy, and en- 
creafed the number of his enemies, one of the moft dangerous 
of whom was Toriern, who bore him a private grudge for his 
endeavours to ruin him by an accufation he lodged of his qtr- 
ryingon an intrigue with Columbule, the king’s miftrefs. 

FOBURGHs pride and avarice encraafed with his gran- The rift 
deur : his intimacy with the king eafdy procured him what- tmdfaUef 
ever he alked j and his avarice fpurred him on to make Foburgh, 
daily requefts. At lift the king’s eyes were opened } he per- CfariftianV 
ceived the infatiable difpofitum of his favourke, and venturedA*'**’^'^* 
to refufe him the laft petition he prefented. Nay, he went far¬ 
ther, and fent the unbaf^ Foburgh with a letter to hia eneiny 
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Torbern, by which he was deprived of all his pitcesi feiz^j 
injpril|.ncu, and privately executed, all in one day. 

'Fkis triumph over his adverfary was but of (hort dura- 
tiop ; the king Aad made Torbem the mftrumeiit of*ridding^ 
hjpfelf of an infoicnt favourite*^; but he did not forget that 
*Jorbern c’>k!!rd on an intrigue with* hb miflrei's, and he was 
even chaiiniitc! ar the readinefs with which he executed his or¬ 
ders refpcding Foburght whom he could not help loving with 
all his tuulrs. 

A. D. entertainmciit which his majefty gave the principal 

1516! nobility it was, that he refolved to difeover the truth of what 
Fobutgh often allcdged. After a great deal of jollity had 
palled, 'reli me, fays he, feigning good humour, tell mc^ 
“■ Tdrbirn, if what Feburgh acculcd you of has any truth in it. 
“ Say, did you ever emoy the^ltrvours of niy miftrefe Colum- 
** bulc ; I have my tcalons for afking, and hope you will fpeak 
“ without rclerve.” 7 'crbtrn's friends immediately ‘faw the 
precipice on which he flood, and endeavoured to make him 
comprehend bis danger by flgns and nods ; but whether wine 
had impaired his underftanding, or that he derpifed infincerity 
with the king,* who had fpokefo familiarly to him, he replied^ 
** Sir. I have loved ColumbuhiJ have fulicited her favour, 
C1iplftianV“ but never could obtain it.*' Immediately 6'<6r^//tf//s coun- 
arbitrary tenance alttred, but he faid nothing. A few days after Tar” 
aonducL^ was arfcflcd, and impriionrd. The affair was tried by 
andthe ftyft jjjg fenatc, and he was acquitted, becaufe the law had affigned 
cat^r cf his punifiimcntVor liroplc concupifcencc. When the feaate’^ 
decree was related to the king, he flew in^p apaffion> and 
faid, that if his friends had been as numerous in the fenate sRt 
Tcrbernh, their judgment would be difl^ent ; but as they le- 
fuled to do hifn juflice, he knew others vvho'wduld not. Im¬ 
mediately he aucmbled a number of the peafants of tha 
neighbourhood before the pte of the citadel. Here he or¬ 
dered a fijuare of lances to be formed round them, giving orr 
ders to the grand marechal not to let them go, before they 
had paflied fcntence on Torbern, Fear made them give ^ 
judgment, which otberwile could never be extorted from 
them. They dreaded his majefty’sxefentment, thoi^bt^y 
(bould be iacrifleed, if they did not comply with his humour^ 
and accordingly gave their verdidi in nhe following terms: 
n » . ** We do not judge TarbeKu, but his own words condemn 
ToTbern ** Upon* which the king faid, that fince hfl( was con¬ 

demned, he muft fufler the punUhment. 

The king*s refolution alarmed the whole^court: it mM 0 
ftroke at the very root 6f liberty, and no man’s life*was fafe, 
if l^e ym made accountable for intentions, and punifbeii fM 
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^ thou^ts. AU met to delibente upon the mean^ warding 
the impending blow, and at laft it was determined^t havi|^ 
recourfe to AippHcations. The whole fen^, with the le¬ 
gate at^beir head; all the ladies of the court, precede<^^ 
the queen ; in a word, every perfon of confideration in me 
capital interceded for TorStm^ and befought the king on their 
knees to pardon him s but the Hubborn, gloomy, and inflexible 
.temper of Cbrijlian^ would yield nothing to their tears and 
intrea'ties. Only the blood of *T»rbern could fatisfy him; and 
this unhappy nobleman became the facrifice of an inclination 
for the king's miftrefs, or rather, of an imprudent expref- 
fion. • * 

Ik other refpefls, indeed, Tmrbern cannot alti^ether be 
vindicated. It is certain that he ufed the power in his hands 
with partiality ; and that, inMie affair of FoBurgh, he fought 
rather the gratification of his own revenge, than the public 
good. Bdides, it is beyond all doubt, that ColumbuU was 
poifoned, and all the world chaiged him with her death, as 
the occafion, if not the immediate inftniment of it. Be this 
as will, he was innocent with refpe£t to the crime for which 
he was condemned } the fentence was illegal, and a proceeding 
equally injurious to him, and dangerous to the public. Torbtrn 
was executed agreeable to his fentence; and all Denmark re¬ 
mained convinced of his innocence, trembliqg for their liber¬ 
ties, jealous of the king’s aibitrary temper, and alienated 
from his perfon. The fenate and nobility firft exprefTed thei^ 
difpleafure at his proceedings ; and foon after the people ex¬ 
claimed loudly againft the tyranny of his governments 
* Still his maiefly had a few perfons faithful to him, and 
firongly attach^tf to hi» intereft. Thefe dreadecLa general re¬ 
volt ; to preventVhich, they labouned with all tntir power to 
blaft the memory of Torbern^ and af^ually to prove him as 
guilty as the people believed him innocent. An extraordinary 
ftratagem was made ufe of to accomplifh their deflgn. The 
centinels on the walls of Copenhagen made oath, that they faw 
a li|^t blazing about midnight like a ftar, under the gibbet on 
whurh Fobuggb was hanged. The king made enquiry into the 
truth of ^he report, and finding it confirmed by an inftatice of 
the fame nature the night folbwing, he declared it was a 
proof of FoburgFs infbcence, and charged Torbem hav¬ 
ing been the caufeof Ihedding that innocent perfon’s Mood. 
Immediately he mrdered FdnergFo body to be cut down, and 
buried with great pomp in the great church of C^enhagen. 

A &TR^TAC£«i of fo little depth bad an efleA the veiy 
reverfe of what.ihe king and his friends expelled. Inilera 
nf believing Torbem ghil^« this tranlkdion oaly reminded 
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the people a former inftance of the king^ fcverity a nd^ 
inflexiW, cruelty. This he perceived, and repented finccrely^ 
of u^>ng fo meaiva cloak for an unworthy a£^ion, which waa 
only adding to his own guilt. \Ve have been the more parti> 
culrar in relating the above incidents, as they had no fmall 
{bare in the fubfequent revolution. ' 

It was apparent from his majefty’s conduct the following 
year, that he believed himfelf faulty; for when he ordered 
the bifhop of Odenfet, and his chancellor, to be fazed, he 
only imprifoiied them, by laying an cafy reftraint on their 
motions in a private family. Yet was the caufe of his being 
arrefted o? m more criminal nature than what either Fobur^ 
or Torhern were put to death for. He was fuppofed to have 
given up the intcrcil; of his country, and fold the honour of 
bis king to the Lubeckersy for a Yum of money he received, 
when he tranfa^ed the laft peace. 

Tins year began an epoch the mofi: important of any in 
the Dantfh hidory. From the firft planting of Chridianity in 
Penmarky the church of that kingdom had always acknow- 
m[a\ fil'd Icdged the iiipremacy of Romcy and, in all ages, kept up a 
introf vci'd coriUant communion with the pope, ar^d other bifhnps of that 
into Ucn- perfuafion. Now the inclination which Chrijiian fhtwed for 
’ the doiElrine of/.Hf/w, began to ed'c£f a change. It would be 
unnecriTary to trace here the rife, opinions, and dodlrines of 
the eloquent Luther whom we have already had frequent oc> 
cafion to mention ; fuilicient it is, that the legate’s avarice, 
and Chr\flian*% refentment, at feeing his pef>p!c inipoveriflicd by 
the intiigues of that holy villain, made Luth.r\ do£irinesand 
arguments be received with double force in Denmark. Chrif- 
tian fent for ^ilful doctors and profedbrs, to ^each the Pro- 
tedant religion in his dominions; but his too great eagernefs 
in feizing fome-church-lands, and openly cfpouiing the doc¬ 
trine of Luthery cod him dear afterwards. Nothing could be 
more unfeafonable than any innovations in religion, at a time 
when the nobility were difafFedled, and highly incenfed by the 
death of Torbern \ and the clergy, by the imprifonment of tho 
bifhop of Odenfiuy and fequeftration of their lands. I'ljefe 
two powerful b^ies difapproved the change he endeavoured to 
eded in the public belief, without their concurrence; and 
they feized the opportunity of retrenching the prerogative, 
which fome lat^ ads of ChriJHan feemed to enlarge beyond 
the natural boundaries between the king and people, with 
Jprttend- this view they raifed up one St. Briggety to preach prophe- 
edprophet oie| concerning the king% baiiifhment; oracles uthich were 
^eort tn frequently obfeure, but always interpreted In the manner mod: 
Denmark, to their dcfigns. The people took fire, and 
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J^gAi infatuated into an implicit belief of fhe\|^th of thelb 
reveries, upon the declaration of Chrijitpher a 

perfon celebrated for learning and piety, that they wcim ap* 
plicable to the king. , ^ 

But Chri^ianwM not in the leaft difVurbed by thefepre¬ 
tended prophecies, at wDich he laughed pubUcly, and afked 
Raimsberg in a jocular manner, whether as they prophcHed 
his .baniftment, they did not Itkewife forefee his return to 
his dominions. Certain however it is, that in a political 
light he ought to have treated an impoftor, dangerous to the 
public and himfelf, in a different manner. Had he laboured 
hard to detect the fraud, it would have difgraced «tile nobility 
and clergy with the people, paved the way for the change of 
religion he was endeavouring to introduce, and eftablifhed him- 
fcif firmly on the throne, Ci^ich now tottered with him. 

In the mean time a civil war broke out in Swtdtn^ and ^ 
the adminiftrator befieged the archbifhop in the fortrefs of Stt^ Sweden. 
iCy whither Chrijiian immediately fent a fleet to his relief. 

The command of this fquadron was given to Norbyy Gijfely 
and Moriariy who coming to an anchor before the fortrefs, 
landed their troops, raifed the fiege by obliging the Swides 
to retiVat, and relieved the archbifhop without fighting a 
ftroke. Indeed the Swedifn hifiorians fpeak differently, but 
very inconfifiently of the cpnfequences of this expedition, 
affirming that the Dane$ were cut in pieces, but taking no 
farther notice of the archbifhop or garrifoi^ ^ 

But whatever advantages the Danijh arms might have 
gained in Swtdeny a war with that kingdom was highly pre- 
* judicial to Chrijiian*^ interefi, as it ftrengtbened the fa^ion 
at home, while has was employed againfi foreign enemies. 

The legate jframbeld had lik'Twife ftrongly united himfelf 
with the adminiftrator and Danijh malcontents, and even 
prevailed on the pope to thunder out his bulls againft the re- 
formifts and fedfarifts, in which number were included all 
fbe king’s adherents. 

In this fituation ftood the affairs of both kingdoms, when A. D, 
the houfgof Auflriay at the king’s intreaty, interceded with 
the bply fee in &half of Chrijliany obtains a revocation of 
the bull, and a decree of the pope and conclave, whereby 
the adminiftrator f(hd his adherents were laid under a fevere 
interdi^on for their difobedience and rebellion, and Chrif- 
tian empowered to treat them as fchifmatics excommunicated 
from the bofom of the church. No fooner had Chrijiian 
^ortifie^ bhniiiif wifti chb fpiritual commifEon, than he de- 
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termlncd upj/a profecatu^ the war with vigour; Inrt th# 
diiHcuItv in to ratfe the funds, all the money in the king^ 
dom bCi'i'ing been paid to Arcemlold for indulgences. 

l^^^this dilcmnn his majefly had recourfc to Sigehfette^ a 
hdyVho poil'efled an entire dominion over him. She was 
* mother to his late roiftrefs ColumMe^ of an afpiring and 
intriguing genius, virho played fo artfully on the king’s paf> 
fions, that the reins of .government were diredfed wholly by 
her hands. She confulted, or rather flie commanded the ie* 
iiaitf, diipofed of all preferments and places^ impofed taxes 
at plcafure, and had already aboliihed many excellent and 
antient iav;^ from mere caprice. She was a native of the 
Nethirlandsy and had introduced the cuftoms and manners of 
her own country to gratify her vanity, and make ollenta- 
tion of her ;K)wcr. Such was perfon to whom^the care 
©f raifjng the fupplies for the war was committed. To cf- 
fc^ her purpofe S'tgebrette laid freih burdens on the people, 
and eftabliihed a kind of officers called Scauts in every town, 
for the exa(!^ levying of the‘taxes, which they did with the 
moH; infolent oppreffion, and without feeling or compaffi<)n 
for the poor, whofe beds and houOioid furniture were taken 
and fold for the king’s ufe, and themfeivcs and fimiiics 
turned out naked in the ftreets. 

Hr..^vF.N could not behold fuch tyranny without indigna¬ 
tion, and the mofb completely to fill the meafure of its ven<* 
gcance, permitted Sigebrette to contrive other febemes equally 
ruinous of the kingdom, and dcteftable to the people. One 
in particular, which had nothing to do with the fupplies, 
^aifed a violent clamour \ it was the abolition of the men- * 
dicant iludcnts in the univcrfity of Copen^gen, It had been 
a cudom of grlat antiquity in Denmark^ to cfaift up young 
|nen of no fortune to the arts ufeful to fociety, by means of 
public charity. They were di(lingui|hed by a particular ha¬ 
bit, which difpleafed the eye of this wbimfical favourite, and 
file determined therefore to abolifh the whole order. The 
matter was upon the whole of flight importance, but ctiftom 
had given ftrength to it: the ad): was arbitrary; it was 
look^ upon as a dangerous innovation, and the whojp na¬ 
tion cried out againft the king’s edidf, as if the bulwark of 
their liberties 1^ been attacked. * 

His majefly wrote to the bifhops to axhort their fuffragant 
to a chcarful cornffliance with the taxes neceflary to carry on 
a juft war; but his propofltion was unanimoully reje^ed by 
the clergy, who complaioed of the feqtteftracioi3L.of the (hurch 
lands, and the frcc^ucnt an^ heavy contributions already raifed 
on them* r 
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^ It was not the feifon to irritate fo powerfu^body $ tb$ 

IRng contented hunfelf with exa&ihg the ufuaPRI<w paid 
by Uie cler^ ; but as all he could levy on ^lis other iMe^s 
wasurthquMto theci^nce^of the war, he had rccoui^e to 
foreign ai&ftance. AmbalTadors were fent to France^ and cney 
obtained of Francis 1 . aa body of four thoufand auxilia- 
fies, with a train of artillery. After this the aixibafladors 
proceeded to Spain^ and demanded of Charles the portion of 
his fifter Ifabella^ and he gave an order upon the town of 
Antwerp for the payment of one hundred thoufand marks, or 
one third of the portion, which by comradl was to be paid 
.aki^ree inftalments. Soon after the two other* payments 
we?^ad e, by which the king was greatly afTifted in pur* 
fuingnis dcfigns againft Sweden. 

In the mean time great V^ntentions aroic about the elec- 
tlon of an archbifhop of Lunden^ in the room of Birger de> tien of an 
ceafed. I'be chapter recommended, or rather proceeded to archbijhop 
^he cle£lion of Agen^ while the king fupported the intereft e/^Lun* 
of Scalberg^ and at laft carried his point by dint of power den. 
and menaces. This prelate’s hrfl; ilep was to write to the 
-pope, requefting he would threaten Cbrifiian with excommu- 
nicatiot# if he did not immediately part with Sigebrette^ the 
inflrument of 9II the misfortunes which had lately befallen 
^he kingdom. This indeed ;was an inilaiice of bis public 
Tpirit, but not of gratitude to a prince who*had incurred the 
{li'Wiil of his fubje^b by fo tenacioufly efpou^ing the prelate ; 
but he foon received his puniihmcnc in a manner very cx« 
Itraordinary. • 

* The archbifhop’s letter was entrufted to one Lang, wha 
parried it to Sigebretbp. As this woman's in^gination was 
fertile in expdbiints of revenge, (he immediately determined 
fo deprive Sedberg of his dignity, and fubfiitute in his room 
the lohig’s barber, an unworthy iycophanr, for whom (he en¬ 
tertained a paiBon. By this defpicable creature (he prevailed 
Vpon the king to write to his holinefs, reprefenting him 19 
the peribn eleded to the fee of Lunden^ and imploring bta 
holineB to^ confirm him in that dignity. The king's 0 &aver 
prefent^ bis letter, was confirmed in the new dignity, and 
returned with the mitre and other badges of the archiepifeo- 
pal fundion, to th(f utter confufion and difappoifitment of 
Scclbirg. It is true the pope, as foon asjiedifcovered the 
fraud, revoked bis confirmation, and reinftated Scalberg $ but 
the affaur ended with ftill more ferious confequences, the 
cl<^y having highly refented this indignity to the cloth. 

To WARDS,the oeginaing of this.year, Cbrifiian marched A. D. 
g body of troop to Scbtnpn^ under the cpmoiRnd of Crumpen, 151^^ 

• ‘ an * 
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Chriilian an cxcclI/^^oiHcer. He likewife put to Tea a formidable fleei^ 
renews the with peters to feize on all the Svuedijh ports that were accei> 
Armed wfth the pope’s authoriiy, he gave fulj fwing 
Sweden, j-q bloodincfs of his difpoiitioi), ordering his troops to 
commit all kinds of cruelty and excels, in order to intimi¬ 
date the enemy, and wean the afFe£tions of the Swedes from 
the adminiflrator. liis inflru^ions were but too well ob- 
fervedj Crumpen penetrated to the heart of Sweden^ and com¬ 
mitted frightful diforders; after which he returned to Den- 
markf laden with rich booty, without exchanging a blow 
with I he enemy. 

CHRIS’tlAN^s Ibul was wrapped tip in the conque'P of 
Sweden. Impatient for the return of fpring, hf '»rdcri^,' C^um- 
pen to enter IVeJi-Gothland in the depth of winter, at the 
head of a numerous army, and by every poflible method to 
endeavour bringing the enemy to a battle. In this he fuc- 
ceeJed, the adminiflrator marching againfl him with equal 
TheSwe- T'brcc battles were fought, in the firft of which 

dilh arniv nothing was decided ; in the fccond the adminiflrator loft an 
defeated, ^rm, and was‘greatly hurt by a fall from his horfe j and*i.«.„ 
the third the Swedijh army was totally defeated and difperfcd, 
the adminiflrator dying foon after of the wounds he feceived- 
A fourth engagement happened the day fucceeding the laft 
battle. The adoiiniftrator hatj lodged a body of infantryj 
ilrongly intrenched in a neighbouring foreft, to fecure a pafs 
which 6>«wpe«*determined to force. The Swedijh peafants 
amounted to ten thoufand, and repulfed the Danes in the 
firft aflault. A fecond was given, in which the French auxi^ 
liaries led the van, while Crutnpen made a tour round the in- 
trcnchmcnts co difeover fomc place of’ Icfs tftfength. The 
prince of Foucarmoni behaved with that gallantry that has al¬ 
ways diftinguiftied his nation; he leaped over the ditch fword 
in hand, but fell back in confcquence of a wound. His fbldiers 
\ifere now animated with the defire of revenge, they puOied 
forwards, and were happily feconded by Crumpen'% attack on 
the rear, which foon put the enemy in diforder, though they 
difputed every inch of ground with obftinacy. At laft, de- 
fpairing of longer defending themfelves, they fallied ott fword 
in hand, and After prodigious flaughter ^n both fides, efcaped 
under favour of the night, after lofing two>thirds of their 
number. ^ 


CRUMPEN having nothing to oppofe him marched into 
the heart of the kingdom. At this jundlure the archbiftiop of 
Upfal declared immediately for Chrtjiian j awd the people be¬ 
ing defirous of nothtng*fo much as a fovereign, who might 
fc-efiablilh the repofe of the country, did not feem avcrfqMfo 
* . ' the 


1 
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the motion, though thw ftbl remained a k^n that ufod 
all their influence to clea a new adminiftrator. cqnjunc- 
i*n with fome others, the prelate fent deputies 
to demand a truce; but the Danijh general^ fearing tlfc in¬ 
tention was only to gain time, would agree to no other ttf-ms 
than a fufpenfion of arms for eleven days, during which the 
ftates were to aflemWe ^VpfaL Here he appeared for his 
mafter, propofed an extinaion of the dignity of adniiniftra- 
tor, and re eftablifiiment of the union of Calmar, in both 
whicR he met with little difficulty, in an aflembly wholly 
devoted to ChriJiUn, He promifed, in the king h»s matter s 
name, to procure an aa of indemnity, to preferve the li- 
Ijgr ugSj—and immunities of the fbvcral coders of the 
an'd e»aaiy to obferve all the conditions of the 

treaty r -n. j u uu-n, j i a 

As foon as bufinefs was fijifhcd, the archbilhop declared 

Chriflian fliing of Sweden^ in the name of the ttates of the 

kingdom ;• and he wrote to the provinces requiring them 

to comply with this refolution of the aflembly, threatening 

thofe who fnould refufe to fubmlt, with the moft rigorous 

punilhment of the law. The greater part of the kiiigdom 

-feSmitted to the will of the ttates; but the sdmmiftrator’s 

' widow ttill held the cities of Stockholm^ Calmar^ and others. 

miany bloody battles vvere fought, and fiegcs undertaken, af- 

ker it was ima«>iiied that ChryTtan was fully eftablifhed in the 

government. °Thefe however Ve mutt avoic^ relating in this 


^ In the year 1520, the king arrived in Sweden^ where, af- Cbriftia® 
ter reducing Sto^holm^ he was crowned with great foLmnity, rro-W 
foon after which he returned io Denmark. In his abfcnce ?r 
the difaffeSed in Denmark grew more bold : they fpokc their Sweden, 
fentiments frtfl/of hU government, and openly ^nd infolently 
jefufed to pay the taxes to his officers. The fenate and 
nobility, inftcad of oppofmgthefcdifcontents, feemed to coun¬ 
tenance them ; they bore with impatience the immoderate 
authority he affumed, and the defpotifm he affeaed. only to 
tranflate it into the hands of a haughty, capricious woman. 
However, his fudden return as conqueror of Sweden ftrucic 
dumb the tongue of faaion, and huflied every murmur of 
difcmitent. Every man endeavoured to conceal his fentiments, 
and put on a face o«oy. Hb minifters, always rca^ to play 
on the paffions of kings, told him that he mutt fccurc his 
conquefts by aboliftiing the fenate, and rcnflering himfelf ar¬ 
bitrary : there was not, they faid, a ttngle fenator who was 
not dcfirous of heading a rebellion, in hopes one day of rifing 
to the dignity ofadminiftrator 5 the nobility mutt be humbled 
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for tBe reafons; and indeed Bis majeA^r fiy 

thefe wicjfii tools, to cherifli only the peaiants, and 
dcdia^ from their births to cultivate Che fruits of the earth's 
ZTV^ine ufeful aits. 

ijOT the fuggcftions of Signh'tttt co>operated mbrearith 
the king’s own natural dirpofttion, in itlfuling thofe maxims 
of arbitrary policy, than all the infiliuations of the other cour¬ 
tiers. She had a particular manner of conveying her infernal 
inftrudions, which never failed in engaging the king’s at¬ 
tention, and drawing him into her fentiments. Violent^ im¬ 
petuous, and ambitious, Chri/lian was rendered ftill more fo 
by her perfuafions. He wanted to derive his authority folely 
from his^^cK'gnity, not from the laws j and (he vtafVied 
him above all law, in order to elevate herfcl-Mhe higjjfer, and 
govern both the monarch and the laws. Upon this princi¬ 
ple it was, that ihe refolvcd fo facrihee the Swe^Jh nobility 
and fenare, the more fecurely to trample on the neck of 
liberty : but ihe wanted a fpecious pretext for the king’s 
committing an action fo cruel and fo extraordinary. To 
murder fo great a number of men, who had put themfelves 
in his powcN without the faith of treaties, required 4)ic 
ilrongeil reamns to palliate it. Several fehemes were pro-/ 
jc6fcd for accomplilhing this horrid maflacrc j but 'hone ap- ' 
peared fcafible to ChriJUan^ befides reviving the affair of th| 
fenate’s excommunication, knowing well that no aflion ca/i 
be too bafe and infidious to be covered under the cloak of 
falfe religion. « 

horrid Ha VINO 6 xed on this plan, he laid it before the archbifhop 
plan for of Lunden and bifhop of Odsnfec^ with whmn he concerted 
majfacring the means of execution. He pafibd over to Swedrat convoked 
ihe Swe- the alTemblyx was publicly crowned, ac,d beftcpved the order 
dilhy?- (jf knighthood and the Elephant on a great number of G/i*> 
l^an and Danijh nobility j but not on a Angle Swedi^ which 
occaAoned loud complaints againft his partiality. After this 
he invited the Stvedif) nobiltty to a magniAcent entertainrnem 
In the citadel. They came, and were received with the ut- 
moft aAabiiity and politenefs by the king. For two days die 
whole kingdom was abforbeo in luxury and plrafure. At 
length, when matters were found ripe for execution^ and the 
nation was lulled in perfe£l fecurity, a body of Aildiers were m* 
dered, under various pretences, to feme* upon the admfniftra- 
tor’s widow, thctfenate, nobility, and the biihops themfelves ) 
and the Danijh commifEoners, and oAicers of the holy fee, 
were to profccute them as heretics. But this procefs oeii^ 
too long for the impatience of Chrifiiatih temper, ihe execu¬ 
tioner was commanded to do bis omce, without allowing the 

unhapgp 
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wriiaj^ prifoners the libeny of feeing their conft^rs at theit 
moments. ^ 

Nothing could equal the conilernation that in’JsciSrdjatcIy A. D. 
appeared io every face, when the illuftriousfridlims ni^ched >521. 
out in Che middle of the day^ furrounded by files of foldJbrs, exetufa 
to be immolated at the ihrines of ambition, cruelty, and per- ihep^au* 
iidy« Among the firft Wif^ that refpedable fenator Eric 
whofe fon Gujlmmi was foon after raifed to the diprnity of ad> 
miniftrator, and then to the throne of Sweden. The reft fol- 
ioweA in a long train to the place of execution, amidft the 
profound filence of the inhabitants, tv bo weic ftruck dumb 
with terror and furprize. At length they arrived ; and feven- 
lords and bifhops, fome fay eighty»fbur, were 
Iwh^jed in oM/iay. Chr'tjltan made no diftin6fion between 
friends 'ail?(*6Diemics, the better to convince the people, that 
he a£l;cd lefs from motives revenge than obedience to the 
holy fee. But W'e cannot dwell here upon a fcenc fo horrible, 
as will blaft the memory of this tyrant, and tranfmit hia 
name with ftains of the deepeft infamy to the lateft pofterity. 

In our account of Sweden we ilhall, however, endeavour to 
relate this tranfadtion with all the perfpicuity which an event, 

, Che moft memorable on record, deferves *. 

H^hrijUan^ not fatiated with the blood of fo many 
fooble perfonages, let loofe his troops upon the citizens, to 
^mmit enormities which freez/: the blood even in recital. A 
dondud; fo barbarous was beheld at the time with refentment, 
and cannot be related fo many ages after without horror. It 
called loudly for the divine vengeance, and heaven laid up ftore 
of puniOiment to thunder down upon his guilty head. In his 
f.a iiage from Sweden to Denmark^ inftanccs of his cruelty arc 
to be met with ; it now became habitual; and Chrijiian might 
as well refraitf ifom food as from thirfting after the blood of 
his fu^edls. Stopping in his journey at the rhonaftcry of Nu- Other 
vac, he was told, that a part of the corn and provifion of fiances of 
monaftery was concealed in a neighbouring foreft. 'Although Cliriftian’^ 
there remained abundance for his retinue, he gave orders to 
feize the abbe and monks, immediately after mafs was per¬ 
formed, aryl to throw them, bound hand and foot, in the river. 

The al^e found means to efcape out of the bands of the ruf¬ 
fians employed to bind him: he run towards the river; but 
was purfued and maCTaaed by the king’s orAer, before he could 
fave faimfelf by fwimming. • 

CHR.ISTIJN*s ftay was but ftjoit in Denmark ; for foon 
after his arrival, he fet out on a vifit to his brother-in-law the 


* Micas. Vit. Chrifi. p. 77. CvrriKa. tom. 4* 
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etttperor ^ the«.intenaon of which is not mentioned, ntetfi, 
that he obf^^ned the reverfion of H^ljiem to the crown ^ 
DenmOrf^^. 

iN^^'.ie mean r*inie Gufltrvus^ ion of Eric Vafa, projedled 
grea-n fchemes for'the delivery of his country from the granny 
of Chrijiien, At Mara he raifed a body of peafants with fuch 
fecrecy and celerity, that he attacked and defeated the gover¬ 
nor of the province, before he was apprized of an infurr^ion, 
Rewluiienslhi army foon increafiiig with his profperity, he attempted 
fffSweden. greater matters; and over-run moft of the provinces of 3 wi» 
cUn^ before any army could be got in the held to oppofe him. 
The people, in general, cried out to revenge the butcheries 
committed ^t>y the Dana: however, the brave 
fomewhat fiartled with a mclTage fent to hint, oy Cbrt^dti^’ 
that unlefs he laid down his arms, and quenTd^nTCHTsiluhn, he 
would put his mother and Afters to the moft cruel tortures. 
But patriotic love fupprefled even the feelings of nature: 
Gujlcruui marched on, followed by the faithful Dalecarlians^ 
put all the Danes he met to the fword, and even gave no 
quarter to Swedes who were obAinately attached to Chriflian, 

All this while Theodore^ the king’s viceroy, was levying 
forces, with which he at laft marched to the river Brmehec-^ 
with intention to difpute the pailage with Guftavm: h£>wever, \ 
fome motions, made by the latter, determined him to returnry 
to Stockhoim^ which city be plunged into the depths of luxury,/ 
as-ifithad been In the midil of^profound peace. Taking ad¬ 
vantage of the viceroy's retreat, Guftavus nuihed on to tv^e» 
rasy where was encamped a large body of Danesy whom he at¬ 
tacked and defeated, after an obftinatc engageqpent. Then he 
entered the town, where, Anding no rcAuance, the foldiera* 
abandoned themfelves to drinking and pillaging : an impru¬ 
dence that bacFneatly ruined the caufcol liberty^ for thegar- 
rifon of the citadel (allying out upon them unprepared, would 
have dcAroycd the Dafecarliansy had not the vigilance, brave- 
rsy and good fortune of Gujiavus parried the impending blow. 
Ordering a corps of officers to make head againft the Danesy 
he flew like lightning to recal his men from pillaging, rallied 
them, and led them on fo furioufly, that the enemy were footi 
repaired, -and the citadel immediately forced to furrfnder. 

Anmviated with his late vidorics, every day twiold new 
Guflavos. laurels round the cqpqueror’s brow, and at length encouraged 
him to march Arait to Smkhulm ; but not with a view of beAe;g<« 
ing it^ having no fieet to block up the harbour: his defign was 
no more than to Arike terror, and perhaps countenance the ii>- 
furredf'.on of his friends in the city. In this he was miAaken j; 
but his appearance had one good cflTcdt it ^lovc thS viceroy 



of Denmark.. , 

and arcf>^iffi6p,"1i^titiriidatcd at his approach, to^elc protcc- 
tt|n rn flight, and commit the command of the to an old 
• Samjty officer. 

CHRISTIAN beheld the rapid progrefs ol* this rcvor> with 
uneafindfs and chagrin ; but ivany tircumllanccs concurred in 
preventing his fending fuccours to the viceroy. The firft was 
thc*queen-mother’s death? and the next, and more powerful, 
the general difeontent which prevailed all over Denmurk, He 
Itnewjthat nothing but a ftrong ftanding army kept the nobility 
in awe, and that the moment he either fent an army or went 
in perfon to*SwedeHi he expofed himiclf to the confequences 
of a revolt in Denmark. In this fituation were, matters when 
rbr-'-ivetOy and archbiftiop arrived at court, whera fhey were 
rccenK'd with iVtirsachcs of cowardice and treachery. The 
viceroy was^'lcized, put to the torture, and forced to confefe 
a number of horrid crimes oi which he had been guilty; 
upon which the king appointed a day for his execution. Even 
the tears and intrcatics of Sipehrete could not fave this favou- 

o 

rite of her’s ; fo provoked was Chrl/itan at the lofs of SweArn, 
which he now looked on as irrecoverable. Finding htmfeif 
in po conduion to oppofc Gujiavus\ he rcfolved upon exe¬ 
cuting bis revenge in the moft cruel and brutal manner on his 
mother jfhd fifter, both which ladies he ordered to he tied in 
lucks, and thrown into the fca. Next he ordered his gover¬ 
nors of provinces and garrifons.to put ail the Sxvedes within 
th’eir jurifdidlion to the fword; a barbarity which induced 
Guftavus to publilh an cdidl, commanding adherents to 
exterminate i\\c Dandy without giving quarter, wherever they 
found them. 

'Towards the year 1522, Chrijiian fent Norby with a A. D. 
ftrong fleet and army io raife the fiege of St 9 ckbol/ny before *522. 
which city fat down with his whole army. Norby 

was vigilant in performing his duty, though from motives 
felfifh and ambitious. He flattered himfelf, that if he could 
defeat Gufavus, it might pave his way to the throne of 
Sweden. He knew the people would never fupport the 
tyranny of Chriflinny and might perhaps be prevailed on to 
accept for tl^eir king ai perfon whofe power and military capa¬ 
city would be able to protect them. Full of thefe notions, 
he debarked his troops, and led them againil the Dalecarlians^ 
whom he drove out of their lines. Gujiavui however rallied 
his men, and fought with fuch vigour, that embarked 
the Daneiy a(nd fuuered him to profecute the liege, after he 
had thrown in applies of ftores, men, and proviiion into the 
city., 
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GUSTAFUS^ finding it impoffible to com^fii his defign 
without a fidet, had recourfe to the regency Luinck » and 
obtain^*<f^ auxiliary fquadron on fiich grievous terms as ^ 
would^ have been dtmonourable, in caie of lefs emergent ne* 
ceifty. Now tfle harbour was blocked up, and the^city re< 
duced to great ftraits, a Daniftj convoy having been inter¬ 
cepted. Upon advice of this, N^r^y again fet fail for St“Kk- 
holm^ and found in the road a fquadron of lAtbtcktn and Ftem- 
ingSf whijch he attacked, and fought furioufly for the whole 
day, renewing the combat again next morning. A ftorm of 
wind however arofe, which parted the combatants before 
victory declared herfelf on either fide, which obliged the Da- 
nifti admiral to moor his (hips in the creek of a Tittl&ofland^ 
at a fmall difiance from the place of a^jonv' Here ix/ the 
night he was fixed by a fudden froft, that congeided the fur- 
rounding water, and expofed ^im to all the attacks of the 
enemy. Gujiavus took advantage of the favourable opportu¬ 
nity, and, refoiving to burn Norbys fquadron, put blmfelf at 
the head of the Lubeck troops encamped on the coafi, palled 
over on the ice to the ifiand, and advanced in the night as 
near as he pdfibly could to the enemy. Nerby, on difeover- 
ing him, l^gan a continual fire with his cannon and finally 
arms; which, however, did not prevent ad-^ 

vancing boldly to the fides of the (hips, fome of his mep 
pouring in vollies of fmall (hot and arrows, while others hel.i 
lighted torches <In their hands fet fire to the rigging. Botn 
fides fought with obfiinate bravery; but the Dants had the 
advantage froth their high fituation, their cannon, and the 
(lippery footing of the enemy. AH the endeavours of Gujla- 
vus could not overcome thefe difficulties, which began to 
break the courage of the Lubeck general, and at laft made him 
found a retreat, in the very middle of^'the battle. The beat 
of the fun foon dif&lved the ice, and furnifhed Norby with 
an opportunity of fetting fail before another attempt could be 
made *. 

Di&outttas mean time all Denmark was in confufion. The 

in Den- number of the difafFe^ed incrcafed daily ; and the king, al- 
mark. wavs violent, became now furious, reviving to trample upon 
all law and government. He endeavoured to extort, by me¬ 
naces, his dukedom of Heifiein^ and claim on Norway, from 
his uncle Frederick ; but was difappoinaed by the vigilance, 
prudence, and moderation of that prince. He irritated the 
Fandal cities tcMay fiege to Eljineur, which they reduced to 
afhes. To oppofe them, he afieoibled an army of twelve 

» Revel, de M. VaaTOT, t. i. p. 'I'ay. 
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tboafand men in Zealand^ ic the time when the general <)iet a. D, 
ms affemblirifp-at The yathnders, WVo kne«r the 1523* 

, CTuelty of his Bifpofirion, began to.apprehend thai>.%his mill-Jutland 
tary force was fet on foot to enable the kinf^to facrifictMhem>rr<;0///« 
as he had done rlw nobility ^of Sweden. He appeared ar the 
diet of Hei/iein in arms} and would probably have enforced 
his demands by dint of Superior firength, had not the duke 
Rifely taken meafures to oppofe him. His whole condudl 
afTured them of bis intention to govern by military .laws i and 
they determined to rilqu^II, rather than fiipport fo intolerable 
a yoke. They knew the fencimenrs of the whole nation con¬ 
curred with their own ; but they Iwiieved it glorious to arm 
the firft :n the caufe of liberty. All "Jutlmd rofc; in one ge- 
nerkl revolt; Cbrijifon was formally depofed at a general diet 
held at /^Iburg, and a particular decree pafled» fpecifyingthe 
reafons for fuch a proceeding Magnus Mume^ chief juf> 
tice of J^tandt was intruded with the dangerous commilfion 
of acquainting his majedy of the refolution of the diet He 
met Citrtfiian on his way to attend the diet at Athus^ com¬ 
plimented him on his happy padage to JVeel^ where he then 
WM, dined with the king, and, amr dinner, left in the win¬ 
dow the decree of the Jutland dates. It had iiot lain long 
here before the king, obferving a laige fcroll of parchment, 
ordered it to be read, and no fooner perceived the contents 
’(than he ordered fearch to be made for Munce ; but that noble¬ 
man had removed himfelf out of the reach o# danger. 

CHRISTIAN^ feeing there was no fafoiv for him in the 
country, .fet out for Kolding^ a town fituated*on the frontiers 
of Holjie'm and Jutland, He was mader of Copenlyagen^ all the 
idands in the Baltick^ and the kingdom of Norway ; yet difl 
tniding foreigners an^ fubje^s, and his confcience reprefent- 
ingthe evil b^^And remedy, be took no fteps tftwards quafh- 
ing the rebellion. Inftead of that, he be^n fupplicating Chiiftian 
thofe fubfefb whom he had ufed with fuch pride and barbarity, abdiratrs 
Infolent profperity is ever the mod abjeft in adverfity. hnthe throm. 
chief counfellors, in this fituatinn, were Olaus Refeneratz^ 

Magnus Bildtj governor of Kolding, and Renold Heiderfterp 
general of the infantry. On afking their advice, the firft 
gave ft Im opinion, that his majedy ought to demand pow¬ 
erful fuccours from the emperor, his brother-in-law: BHde 
advffed him to offer terms of accommodation, and all the fa- 
tisfadion he could make to his fubje£b \ and R§jenefat% ocm- 
tented himddf with obferving, that his majetly ou|ht to pro¬ 
vide for the fafety of the queen, and the young princes. 

CHRl^lAN torn to have afked their opinion only 
to niOTtify them oy jueforring his Indead of making 

£ea pro- 
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propofals to the diet* be went to whexe there hap^ 

Endea- pcncd to b^a great fair. He harangued the populace wi|h 
wours to tears in^KI eyes, and fo pathetically fet forth his penitence 
rtjionhim-^^^ irlsfortunes^ that, moved with his condition, the gc- 
Jtlf. nerous peafants took a frefli oath of allegiance, anci«of&red 
their afliftance againlt all his enemies. The king thanked 
them for their good intentions; butrit was now in vain, he 
thought, to attempt re-eftablifhing himfelf by force of arms. 
He dhlrufted his friends, and imagined the whole world 
combined againft him. His great dread was left xhz'Bal^ 
tick ihould be Ihut up by fleets of the hanfe-towns, and 
his efcape from Denmark cut off. To prevent this greateft of 
evils, he equipped zi Copenhagen a fleet of twenty Tail, on 
board which he put all his private treafure, the jewels, orna¬ 
ments, and plate of the crown. Next he feni to Callenburg^ 
and removed from thence the ^public treafury into his own 
ihip, together with all the records, charters, and phblic ada 
of the government. Attended by his queen, children, and 
Sigebrettey he fet fail from Copenhagen^ and was overtaken in 
his paffage to the continent by a violent florm, which beat hia 
fleet about the Baltick for the fpace of three weeks, until he 
was reduced t& the laft extremity for proviflons. At length 
arriving at he fent to his brother-in-law the emperor, ' 
not doubting but he would arm all Germany to reftorehim^V 
and little confidcring that the friendfhip of princes dies away f 
with the profperity that gave bir\h to it, and often degenerates 
into contempt and rancour. Thus Chrijllany who arrived at 
a greater degree of power than any of his predcceflbrs, by the 
union of the kingdoms of Denmarky SweeU/ty and Norwayy of 
the dutchies of SUJwicky Holjltiny and Stormary and the al-* 
Itances of Germanyy Spahy France, Englandy and Scotland^ 
He isfor- was depofed bj' his own fubje£ls, deferted by •aH his friend^ 
nsally dt- and left a moft |>iteous monument of the effe<fts of pride, 
pofii* cruelty, and dcfpotifm, exerted over a free-fpirited, generous, 
and warlike people. He feemed, indeed, to be one of thofe 
princes which heaven in wrath fets over a nation, as a punifh- 
ment for the fins of the people, and a trial of their patience. 
Yet, with all his faults, Chrijtian was brave, and perfcdlly 
(killed in the art of reigning, could a corrupted heart receive 
the didates'of a foiid underftanding and clear head. 

By his queen, Jfe^tHa oli Anjiria^ heJiad five childreh ; 
fehmy who (bared tor fome years in his difgrace ; Phihpy and 
Mnximiliany who died young; Dorothyy married to the ele^or- 
palatine ; and Cbrijima, who had foe her Rrft hufband S/orza 
duke of MiUmy and ftv her fecend Framii duke of Lqrrain, 
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FREDERICK L^' 

a ’■> 

Th^ abdication of Cbri/iian IL paved the way to theFrede* 
throne for his uncle Fredefick^ duke of SUjwick^ rick 1 . 

Siotmar, JVagria,^ and thc^country of the Dithfnar/isins, Thefe 
dutninions he inherited by the wilt of his father, though his 
brother king John wrefted from him half his territories. He 
had often attempted to recover not only the countries taken 
from him during his minority, but to make good his claim 
upon a certain portion of Denmark^ Swtdgn, and Norway i 
without, however, bringing his projects to bear, fof want of 
flrength to fuj>port them. 

The Jutlanders were the firft who declared for Frederick \ 
and their voice was echoed by all the other provinces of 
Denmark.^ Copenhagen Aill dbhered to Chri/iian, and the 
example of the capital was followed by the kingdom of Nor» 
way. His majelly’s firfr endeavour, therefore, was to reduce 
Copenhagen^ which Magnus Gye the governor refolved to de¬ 
fend obltinately, relying on the fuccours whic^i Chrijlian pro- 
mifed to frnd from Germany. Being difappointed, however, 
in his exjicdations, he furrendered the city in the beginning of 
the year 1524. 

Immediately after he had got polTeflion of the capita^ 

Frederick convoked a general diU, by which he was folemnly , , 
proclaimed king of Denmark^ after an edieJ* had been firft Frederick 
publifticd, declaring the reafons of the diet for withdrawing^^. 
their allegiance from Chrijlian, The ftates of Norway^ ac- 
<;pded to the rcTolution of the Danijl) diet, and proclaimed 
Frederick with the fame forchalities. Still, however, the fa- 
tisfa^ion of tlie.new fling was incomplete and imperfedf. He 
could not behold Gvftavus, raifed to the throilfcof Sweden^ but 
with an eye of jealoufy: he eagerly wiftied, from motives of 
ambition and intereft, to fee the three kingdoms reunited, 
and with that view wrote to fome of the chief nobility of 
Sweden. The anfwer he received was not agreeable to his 
wifties; but it did not damp his hopes. 

ARCHBiiHOP Troll added the breath of adulation to thefe fft 
fparks of ambition, which foon blazed forth with more ieurt de^ 
ftrength than was na^pral to the pacific difpofition of the new a- 
monarch. This prelate regarded the elevation of Guftavusgainfl 
as an infurmountable obfiacle to his own reArn to his arch- Guftavus. 
biOiopric of Vpfal. He feized, therefore, all occafions of repre- 
fenting to Frederick, that the crown of Sweden belonged to 
him, as tHb fon oFChriftian I. and that he could not, with¬ 
out incurring the contempt of Denmark and Norway^ fuffer it 
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to remain in the hands of an ufurper. Nor did he ft)|- 
get to add the inclioaiion which the Swedljh de^y always • 
entertained for ihe kings of Dtnmark^ aflUring turn at the 
fame time, that his adherents wanted only his countenance, 
and his claiming publicly the crown of Sweden, to declare 
Openly for him. *' 

Frederick made no great refiftance: he yielded quiet¬ 
ly to arguments fo congenial to his own thoughts, fo flatter-' 
ing to his ambition, and agreeable to his intereft. Before the 
diet broke up, he procured their approbation for his being 
crowned king of Denmark, Sweden, and Norxvay ; and he dif- 
patched diinhafladors to the Swedijh fenatc, complaining of the 
eledlion of Guftavus in prejudice to his right, and in direct 
violation of the treaty of Calmar, 

State of The Swedes were no longerrin a difpoTuion to give ear to 
Sweden, fuch rcmonftrances. I'he union of Calmar had more than 
once almoft proved fatal to their liberties, which they now 
enjoyed in the greateff felicity, under a prince poflefled of 
every quality that could engage their alTeAion, render the 
nation refped^le, and fecure happtnefs to his fubje^ls. It 
was therefore tiie intention of the fenate to difmifs the ambaf- 
fadors with a very abrupt ar.fwer; but Guftavus prefailed on 
them to treat them ai the reprefentatives of a great monarch. 
After entertaining them magnificently at his own table, he 
had them introduced into the fenatc, gave them permiffion to 
fet forth their n|ailer*s claim, and referred the anfwer, in or¬ 
der to render it more fatisfai^ory, to the general diet. When 
the diet met, the ambaiTadors pleaded their mafter’s claim in 
a laboured harangue; and were anfwered, in a fpirited man¬ 
ner, by the fj^akers of the diet,' that ahe crown of Sweden 
. was ele£Bve, and as fuch beftowed upon Gupavus, their pre- 
fent monarch, as the juft reward of his merit, and the tribute 
due fiom the gratitude of a people delivered from tyranny and 
oppreflion by his valour and conduift. They then declared, in 
the name of the diet. Troll, archbiftiop of Vpfal, a traitor and 
enemy to his country : nay, in the heat of their zeal and af¬ 
fection for Guftavus, the fpeaker was authorize^ to declare 
before the amwiladors, lYatGuftaims Ihould have power to 
declare peace or war, and to enjoy many other prerogatives 
never before granted to a Szvedijh monardi, out of pure refpe^ 
to his perfon. 

ConJm.n of An anfwer fo explicit left no room for expoftulstion | the 
Gollavus ambaffadors vvere for withdrawing dut of the kingdom ; hut 
to the Da- Gujlavus politicly entertained them for fotpe days ivith a re- 
nilh of his troops, a iight of his arfenals, and every thing 

that Could fet forth bis power, and (trike a damp on ^ 

pic- 
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pntenTicMis of Frtdtr ’uk : after which he difmiJRd them with 
, imgnificent prcfents, and the highcft efleem ibr his perfon 
and character. He accompanied the Dan/^mbaflkdors with 
an env(9y from himfelf to Frederick^ to demand the rtleafe of 
the adminiftrator's widow> aiid other ladies, imprifoned by 
Chriftian. Nor was tbiaathe only objc£l of his commiflion. 

Gujiirvui knew well, that the emperor was brother-in>law to 
and powerful enough with the union of Spain and 
the /ndifs, to re-eftabh(h Chrijiian^ in defiance of the united 
endeavours of the three kingdoms, and much more lb, if 
they were divided and at war with each other. The agent 
was ordered to examine narrowly into the chara^V and de- 
figns of Frederidy and to fee whether there were hopes of en¬ 
gaging him in a folid peace, fo neceflary to both nations in 
the beginning ot their reigns^and the very dawn of their au¬ 
thority. %) well did this mmifter acquit himfelf, that he 
filled Fredtrid with efteem for the charatSler of Qujiavuit and 
refj»e£l for his power, very different indeed from what the 
archbifliop of Vpfal had reprefented. I'his was not the time 
to revive his pretcnfions, and begin a war with a prince fo 
much mailer of the afteflions of his fubjedis *, Jw therefore of- 
fered tile envoy to terminate all their diftcrcnccs amicably, 
and to form a league ofFcnfi'fc and defenfive with Gujlffuus, 

I'hc more to Chew his efteem for the Swtdijh monarch, he 
fent back all the prifoners under a ftrong efcort, and particu- 
larly the adminiftrator's widow, attended by a fpicndid reti 
nue to the frontiers of Sweden. 

'Ik the meaivtime the conduit of admiral Norhy called i?tWr tf 
loudly for chaftifement* Thatofiicer had retired with his fleet admirul 
to the ifle of Gtthhnf^ of which he was governor, claimed Norby. 
independence^ tommenced a pirate* «nd committed ravages 
on the high fcas, on the (hipping of all nations without dif- 
Cinaion. The Lubeckert and hanfe*towns were, in particular, 
great fufterers by him ; and they carried their complaints to 
Gufiauut of Sweden^ with fuch promifes of afltftance, as in¬ 
duced that monarch to undertake the conqueft of the ifland. 
Accordingly eight thoufand men were landed in Gothland^ un¬ 
der the condua of 'Bernard Afilen^ white the Lubtek fleet 
cruizeo round the coafts, to prevent all fuccours ftotnFrede- 
rid from entering ihc ifliuul. Narky was foon reduced to dif¬ 
ficulties i upon which he fent one of his creatures to Frtdtrick^ 
to aflure him that be was ready to ackoowlfcdgebis fovefeigtr- 
ty, provided he would fend him affiftance againft; the Swedes i 
a propol^l with yhich the Danifis monarch did not befitate to 
comply. He became jealous of the enterpriftng genius of 
Git/iams j and hw that it was his* mtereft to check the ag- 
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erandlzemepL of a neighbouring prince. The iiland of 
land was bolides a dependence on the ciowo of Denmark ; ani 
this more particuUrly led him |o accept the terms offered by 
Ncrby. However, as it was not pofTible to fuccour him, 
while the Lubeck fleet kept the” Teas, without engaging in a 
direct war with the hanfe-towns, at time too when he feared 
a defeent on his dominions by Chrijlian^ he refolvcd to try the 
eflPe^fs of a negotiation. He difpatched an ambaflador to 
Lubedi complaining of the attempt made by Gujlarus mi his 
dominions, and prayed the regency to ufe their mediation in 
prevailing on him to withdraw his forces. 

Frederic*/ FREDJiRlCK knew perfedlly well the treaty lately exe- 
negetia- cuted bctud^Mi Lubeck and Gujlavusy but he exerted his en* 
tionswit/j deavours to break it. To elFedf this, he reprefehted by his am- 
ibe regency ballador, the concern the regency had in preventing Sweden 
«/Lubeck. from growing too powerful. ‘That Gujlervus was *an enter- 
priflng prince, full of courage and ambition, who would rc» 
quire the union of all his neighbours againfl him, to keep 
bounds to his conquers. That Gothland was a dependence 
on the crown of Denmark ; and that Norby, now returning 
to his duty, he*^ou]d be under the neceflity of fupporting him 
as his fubje£);. 'That, however, he would fubmit th«, whole 
affair to the arbitration of the hbnfe'towns, rather than kindle 
a war in the North: and finally, that he confented to fe* 
quefter the iflandtiiuo the handl' of the regency, until the dif. 
putes regariling it were finally decided. 

He relieves FREDERJCK'% propofals were too moderate, too politic, 
Norby, agreeable to the intered of the regency, not to be 

ivho nvas pcrfcdfly well received. They faw themfclvcs relieved from* 
beju^ed the piracies of Narby^ and at the fame time exempted the ex- 
she pence of maintaining a fleet at Tea, to proteiSf sha conqiiefls of 
Swedes, the Swedijh monaich. They preferred feeing Gothland de¬ 
fended by their own garrifon, though attended with fome ex¬ 
pence, to pulling it into the bands of Gujlavust and thereby 
enabling him to moled their commerce. It was for thefe rea- 
foiis thercgcin y concluded a fecret treaty with Frederkky by 
which they promifed to connive at his endeavours to throw in 
fuccours into IVtJhy. It was hkewife dipulated, that the king 
of Denmark fhould fend^n ambail'ador to Sweden^ to complain 
of Gujiavu%\ invafion of Gothlasid ; and ihat he fhould be 
followed by deputies from the hanfe-towns, ofleiing their me¬ 
diation, and decUrhig they would take arms againlt the party 
who fhould oppofe a reafunable accommodation. 

In coiifequencB of this treaty fupplies were thrown into 
Wijhy\ an interview paffed between Frederuk^xsA Gujtavns^ at 
which the affair of. Gathlehd was warmly dcbaied,^ and refer«-i4 

red 
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fur a iuli deciAon to a ccuigreis of comn^flloners ftoxa 
Anmark^ Swtdent and the hanfe-towns. Tlie Drnijh depu¬ 
ties camo at the time appointed, but made on^ a (hortiby foe 
the SwBcUst who were kept back by contrary winds. Fredi-^ 
rick made ufe of this occadon to break ofT a coirgrefs to 
which he had no incHnatipn, having now thrown in fuppiies 
into kP'ishy^ and received an oath of allegiance from Nerky, 

His Swedijh majefty remonftrated, but to no as Fredt^ 

rick Was ii* no humour to fubmit to th^ hazard of arbitration 
an ifland of which he thought himfclf already fecure. In a word, 
he over reached the commiilioncrs of JLubeck and Bwcden\ but 
was himfeif alnioft outwitted by Narby^ who had eij^tvcd upon 
a negotiation with the Swedijh general Mileuy bis old friend, 
and obtained from him a fufpenfton of arms. The Aege was 
raifed without the knowledge of Gujiavus^ and to the g*’cat ^ _ 
difeou-tent^f the whole Sxuedijh army. No fooncr was Narby 
delivered from the terrors of a ficge, than he refolved to break'^^^^^ 
his oath to Frederick^ and preferve his independence. In vain promift f» 
was he fummuned, in vain was he threatened with punifhment Frederick* 
by the Danijh monarch : he not only refufed keeping his pa¬ 
role, but made a defeent with his Aeet on Schgjttn^ where he 
was joii:#d by all the burghers apd peafants attached to the 
late king ChrijHan. Here, aftiy^urning a number of villages, 
he made himfelf mafter of SaUburg, Lundeu, Landferoon^ and 
fome other places. * • 

JOHN RANTLA 1 V was fent by the king to oppofc his 
progrefs with two battalions of infantry, and S few fquadrons 
of horfe. Norby^wis at this time employed in the Aege of 
hUlfuiburg } and that his operations might receive no interrup¬ 
tion, he detached one of his generals with eight thoufand men, 
to give battle t9 Rants^w^ whofe whole force feafee amounted 
to half that number. It was indeed expe^cd, that Rant^ 

would not have ftood his ground $ but this experienced 
ofKcer knew what degree of conAdence was to be placed in 
difcipline and valour* He attacked the enemy with (\itAiHehde- 
Armnefs, that their ranks were foon broken and put in fitted by 

dcr, about a thoufand of them lulled, and the reft put to 8-^tzaw. 
flight. FivI hundred prifoners taken in the purfuic were Amt 
to king Frederick^ with a great number of cnAgns, and other 
military trophies. • 

This defeat greatly difconccrted Neriy, and obliged him 
to raife the fiege of HAJinburg. After IboM?motions to col- 
left his fcatiered troops, he retired to Land/croon^ vrhich he 
P'lC in the beil TOflure of defence. Rantzaw immediately 
followed a*nd blo^cd up the city, until a fufficient reinforce- 
me.'it arrived to commence the Aege* in form. Here be did 

* not 
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not remaiif long, before Omn Stiggot colledin^ tc^cther 
veral thoufand peafants, who adhered to Chri/ltan, marched 
with intention tt raife the blockade ; and Rantzaw having 
advice of his motioni, marched out of his intrenchrdents to 
give him battle, which he did with all imaginable fucceis, dif- 
perOng the peafant ^rm^ and retuitiing the fame day to his 
camp before the city. This ftroke operated powerfully on the 
courage of Ntrby ; be immediately demanded a parley, deli¬ 
vered propofals of capitulation, which Rantzaw fent for the 
approbation of king Frtderui, The king fearing left AWy 
would deliver the ifte of Gothland to the Swedes^ ihould he 
inftft up6rh too rigorous terms, erred perhaps in the other 
extreme, by fhewing too much lenity and indulgence to a man 
who had fo often broke through oaths and the moft folemn en'> 
gagements. He contented him^lf with a promife from Norhy^ 
Ftiribor would refrain from all further violences, put the city 

frtafi y* and citadel of fFisiy into his hands, and take a frefh oath of 
Nw^V allegiance; terms with which Norhy made no fcrupleof com- 
/rr^. plying, as he intended to regard them no longer than necef- 
iity and his intereft required. Taking with him fome Danijh 
lords, into uftlofe hands he was to furrendcr Withy he fet 
fail for Gothland', but who«;^he arrived there, puf off the 
performance of his promife. afifl prevaricated in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that it was plain he had qjthcr defigns. Frederick, how¬ 
ever, took his ntealures fo vigorouily, that he reduced him to 
the necelHty of furrendering the city, and evacuating the 
ifland*(A). 

A.D. The following year it was, that of Auflriaknx, 

15x6. fo<ne (hips into tboBaltUk, to make a dhrerfion in favour df 
Chrijliani but nothing conftderable w|is performed by this 
fquadron. Frederick (eemed to enjoy perfect *tranquiliity in 
temporal aftairs; bur it was not fo in fpirituals. iMtheranifm 
had made fuch progrefs in Demmrk under Chrifian, in deh- 
a«|ce of all the endeavours of the biihops and Romijh clergy, 
Relipem tlm, under Frederick^ who himfelf embraced Proteftantiirn, 
Sffwtetin the nainpn was divided into two parties, each of which 
Denmark, fupported their feiitiments with all the zeal and hpat peculiar 
to religious difputes. To prevent civil difeord, the igrigpub- 
liihed an edi<^, pr^ibiting all his iiibjeds, under fevere pe- 

(“) Vid. ^UPFBN. t. iv. CHYTavei Cbron. p. 86, 

I A) B(trhy afterwards enjoyed ment: after which he entered 
the prefeAureof TLeliJburgi but into the fervice of next 

bis rettleis and ambitious fpirit of ChatUt V. and daftly, was 
fet him on freft revolts, .which (lain at the fiece of Florence. 
deprived Kim of kb govern- 
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fr^ laying any rdb’aints on confciciice, or any 
(iepriving a man of his reputation* fortune, or liberty, on ac^ 
count of bis religious opinions. The doAri^es of the refor¬ 
mation were permitted to be preached publicly ; and thus the 
Romip religion loft its influence every day. The Lttihtrans 
afcribc the king’s condu^^o piety* while ^eir adverlaries af- 
Arm, that policy alone governed his a&ions *: be that as it 
will,,his moderation conveys no (light idea of his underftand- 
ing, and certainly, at the time, contributed greatly to his ftroi 
eifabiilhment on the throne. 

This year the king held a general diet of the ftates, to A. D. 
make fome new regulations in religion, for the qaiflt and re- *S^ 7 * 
pofe of the kingdom. Here it was that he firft openly avowed 
himfelf a Froteflant, bitterly inveighed againft. the fpiritual Frederick 
tyranny <d the church of fymtt and flopped the perfecu- 
tions of the popifti clergy, by the following adJ pafl^ by the _ 

diet: I ft. That every lubje^t of Denmark (hould be free 
profefs either the dorftrines of Luther^ or of Rame, 

That no perfon fhould be roolefted on account of his religion,^ ^ 
gdly, That the king (hould exdrt his royal pr^ogative in de¬ 
fending the reformifts againft the tyranny, afld oppreflion of 
their eribmies: and 4thly, Thm. the religious of all orders 
(hould be permitted to maii(y and live in any part of the 
kingdom they thought propeib withtHit refpedl to particular 
monafteries, foundations* or focieties. * 

In conrequence of this decree all abbeys apd cloiftcts were 
deferted, all auftcrities and celibacy in particular difregarded { 
Luthcranifm was<ipublicly preached, and embraced in all quar- 
{ers i yet (till many warm contefts arofe between the clergy of 
either party, m which the king was forced to incerpole. At 
laft the city of* Malm^c eredled the ftandard or Luther^ pub- T 

licly prohibited mafs, idols, and the ocher fuperftitbns of the » 

Romijh church ; and fet an example, which was foon fol- 
lowed by the reft of the cities, to the utter extindlion of |0- 
pery. I'he New Teftament, and Pfalms of David, yHtctfuperR'f 
tranflated into the vernacular language; profe(ibr(h}|i of the- tiou, 
ology fouf\(led, and filled with Proteftant dodilors. The bi(hops 
Cook th^ alarm, and waiting upon the k^ in a body, could 
obtain nothing more, than that the aflairs of religion (hould 
receive farther reguHftions at the next general diet. 

^ Hi-FORE the diet allcmblcd* fome attempts were made by 
Oirifiian for recovering hU crown. He had conftancly rdlded 
in Planders, and never failed imploring the emperor Charles V. 
to afltft *11110 whh forces and money, but without fucceft* 
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That wiCe prince £gw too cleariy into bis chara^, to bcH^e 
that he couid keep poffdlioa of an authority which he fo • 
grolly abufed, oitirecover the aS^e<^}ion$ of a free, fpirited peo¬ 
ple, whom be had endeavouredfto enHave. His prayers, how¬ 
ever, prevailed with Margaret of Aufiria \ fhe fitted out a 
fleet, and railed a body of forces fh his favour. The fleet 
was (battered, and ten fhips loll in a florm ; but others landed 
the troops in Sweden and Norway^ where they were joined by 
great numbers of difeontented perfons, and particularly by the 
, . . Roman Carbolics, who foui^ht their revenge in rebellion. His 
C^iilian pyogrefs, as to call upon Frederick's ferious 

attention*.’» Accordingly he fitted out a fleet, under the con- 
rtcover his Canute Gyllenjiitrn^ and Eric Gyllen/Hern, brothers to 

ertwn. ^he viceroy of Norway. Thele generals fet farl, and came 
up with Cbrijiians iitet htfnxo-Bahu:* Here they attacked 
them, and, alter an engagement which lafied the whole day, 
took, funk, burnt, and delfroyed the Flemijh fquadron, with¬ 
out Jetting a fingle ihip efcape. 

CHRISTIAN was at this time laying fiege to AggerhuSj 
which he raifed on advice of the defeat of his fleet. The 
Gyllenjiierns larl&ed their forces, and obliged him to attempt a 
retreat to Sweden.^ through Il^i^othland j but he foun^ himlelf 
oppofed by a body of three th^^fand borfe, fent to block up 
the palTagc by king Gujiavus. .ChriJiianyfAS now greatly em- 
barrafll'd. On the one fide he (aw the forces of Denmark, and 
on the other thole of Sweden, neither of which his fituation 
would permit him to engage with any probability of fuccefs. 
In this dilemma he threw himfclf into thefltown of Congelf 
which he fortified in the heft manner circumflances would^al- 
low, rather with a view to procraftinate-his fate, than in cx> 

. , pedlation of being able to defend himfelf for any time. Here 

He IS made was prefix with famine, deferted by his men, and re- 
frijMcr, piteous a condition, that Gyllcnjiiern, bifbop of 

Oeknfee, taking companion on his fufFcrings, ufed all his ar¬ 
guments to prevail upon him to furrender, rather than perilh 
with hunger, which he neccll'arily muft in a fliort time. He 
remembered t'a^xCkriJiian had formerly been fovereign of three 
powerful kingdoms, ^and was led by his humanity to flipulate 
terms which he had no power to^grant. In a word, he per- 
fuaded that prince to put himfelf in bis power, that he might 
condu^ him to Frederick, aifurtng him chat the force of 
bk>od would operate fo ftrongly on the king, as to procure 
A. D. the kindeft reception, intended no arti- 

I.,. ^ fice i he firmly believed all that he advanced, and wds greatly 
allonilbcd to find Frederitk iiiccnred a: bis toadu^l. He was 

CVC|i|^ 
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even dung to the heajt« on hearing that unfortunate monardt 
was k'atd and imprifbned on his arrival at CopMiagen, cjHc^ 
reftionftrated to FreeUricit hut could obtain no redrei's. 

* iian was confined and ftn£tly guarded in caftic of Sun* 
dtrbHrg^\xtA\\ FredericFi death, which happened at Gffitorpon 
the thirteenth of Jprii^ in thd’year 1533. 

FREDERICK obtained the name of Padfic^ from his aver- 
fion to war, and the moderation of his conduft. He was the 
firft Danijh monarch who had openly embraced and efpoufed 
the reformed religion ; for though it was introduced in the 
reign of his predcceflbr, yet had it made no confiderablc pro- 
grefs. Hiftorians greatly celebrate the piety, prudence, and Death mi 
fteady government of this prince. His reign indeed prof- 
perous to himfelf and his people ; he lived in their affeaion, j 
died highly ufteemed and regretted by one part of his fubjeds ; 
while the Roman Catholics, in general, deteft. his memory 
to this day, for effeciing a feformation in religion to the 
utter extindlion of their tyrannical fuperftition and fpirkual 
power. 


SECT. XIV. 

^be Hiftofy of the R0n of Chriftian III. 
CHRISTIAN Iir. 

rpREDERICK was fuccceded by his fon CbrifianlU. go- Di/putS 
** vernor of SlefwUk and HoIJiein in his father’s life-time, aiotn a 
general diet aflcmblcd at Copenhagen on the twenty-fourthy^rr^r, 
of Junej to deliberate on the eledion of a king, to which and the 
ChiWtan fent two nolffcmen of diftindion to appear in his kingdom 
name. All the bifliops and Romijh clergy ftrongly fupporied divided 
the intcreft of prince fohny fccond fon of Frederick^ in oppo- 
fuion to Chrifiant who had embraced the reformed religion./"''®"'* 
They allcdged, in favour of this young prince, that he was 
born after his father’s acceffion to the throne, though their 
true motive was, the hopes they entertained of hreedmg him 
up in their <bwn religion. A third party were for recalling 
ChrijlianlL but this faaion was fmall, and intirely abforbed 
in the two others. nobility in general fuppoited Chri/^ 

dan Iir. and the clergy, finding they could not carry tbdr . 
point at that time, propofed that the clcflfibff fhoula be de¬ 
ferred to the following year. In order that the ftates of JVar- 
way might be aflemblcd, and the fiimc king feared op the 
throne of Ifcth khtMoms. Tliis propoial fiaving gained the 
^ ' c - . • ■ aflent 
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ai&nt of the majority* the ilates next refolved tofcnd an am* 
baily to Matji governante of the Low-CouniriHi to fxopole a 
pea<», or at leafl a truce for Tome years. , 

Ik the mean i^me fome of the chicrnobility, among whom 
were Magnus Goe and ErU B 9 nner^ entered a protelt againft 
adjourning the diet. In this they Intterly exclaimed againil 
the biihopS) whoTe private intercft they affirmed prevailed 
over every meafure for the general good. Having entered 
this proteft they retired into the^ country, followed by a 
great number of the other nobility, and thus ieit a'clear 
majority to the clergy in the diet. The bifliops did not fail 
. to take advantage of this circumfiance : they propoled the 
. following ^fierce, and had influence enough to get it pafled; 
firfl:, that the ele£tion of a king (hou)d be deferred for one 
year; fecondly, that churchdands and mdnafleries ihould 
remain in their prefent fituatto^, until the next diet; thirdly, 
that as. the bifliops had drawn up different charges againff 
certain miniflers of the reformed religion, and particularly 
•n accufation of a heinous nature again ft y. Toujfon^ he 
Ihould be obliged to appear and anfwcr to the charge; 
fourthly, that Chriflian^ the oldeft foo of the late king Fre- 
dericky fhould he dirqualified from fucceeding to the throne* 
on account of his having ^embraced the reformed c'cligion ; 
and that yabn, the fecond, fflVuld be bred in the faith of the 
Rmijh church, and for that rel^bn preferred to his brother 
in the future elu£fion \ ^ 

In this manner was the kingdbm of Denmark divided, af> 
ter the deceafe of Frederick, The civil difeontents furniflied 
the regency of Lstheck with an opportunity o.f renewing their 
attempt to engrofs the whole traffic of the Baltick. The 
means they ufra to accompUfh this defign were indeed extra¬ 
ordinary, and fuch as require being attefle<f by good autho¬ 
rity before they could gain credit; but the relation of them 
docs not belong to thb part of our hiflory (A). 

About 


• PuPFSItD. t. iv. 


(A) It may be necefikry to 
obferve, that t\»]Lmttekert had 
formed fchemes the moft am¬ 
bitious and ideal that ever en¬ 
tered the brain of a fenfible peo- 
They piojaQcd nothing 
left than the sniveifol emoire 
of the North; and in enoea- 
vouring to execute their plan, 
had almofl annihilated thp very 


being of their little flate« whofe 
whole flrength confifted in com¬ 
merce, and a confederacy with 
the <^er hanie-towns. Our 
author alledges, that they pro¬ 
ceeded fo far as to fell the king¬ 
dom of Denmark to Hemy Vlll. 
of Eaglandt and that he advan¬ 
ced on chisjbargain the fum of 
twenty thoaftnd crowns, with 
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. About this time was held a general diet zx^Odittfa^ ibr ^ ^ 
tha dei^ionof a fovereign. Chnftieat KA SUfmck font am- 
bi^adors thither» who uled every artihce to gain a majcMity. Set^al 
They reprcfent^, that Denmark being witHout a head, and ^Htte held 
cxpored*to a number of enengies, it would be for the public fer the 
good that a treaty of perpetual union and alliance were con- eUsieu •/ 
eluded between Demnarkf Norway^ and Heljlein ; a propo- « 
fition quite agreeable to the fentiments of the diet, though reign, 
it did not take place at that time. They engaged that Chrif- 
tian drould govern the kingdom rather as the father than the 
fovereign of his people. They promifed that he would pre- 
ferve the liberties of the people, and extend as far as was in 
his power, the rights and influence of the nobilitj^;* but that 
if the diet thought proper to prefer his brother John, he 
would acquiefe in their judgment, and never give him 
any moleftation. They adder^ however their mailer's requefl, 
that the diet would proceed to the election c»f a king, in or¬ 
der to flop the confufion and difeord that now diftraded the 
kingdom. Yet after all, this diet likewife broke up without 
coming to any agreement. 

This year ambailadors ^arrived from Sweden, with an ac- The eanhi* 
count of the confpiracy formed by the regency od^Tubeck againft *iens de- 
the king* The Danes offered jthw mediation, without know-.^jf*'?^ 
ing that a fimilar plot was filmed againft themfelves. This 
ambitious regency, in ordemo accomplifh higher views, had ^^bcck. 
projciftcd the refloration oj (%rtjiian II. arm in this defign 
they engaged prince Chr^opber of Oldenburg, a cadet of 
that family, archbifhop Troll, John count of Hoya, a great 
number of exiles^ many of the difeontented clergy, and tiie 
djicf magiftrates of Malmoc and Copenhagen, C^ijlepher of 
Oldenburg was charged with the enterprize of fetting Chrif’ 
tian XL at libetty. With this view he pafled tAe Elbe at the 
bead of four thoufand foot, and then wrote to Chri/lian of 
Slejwick, demanding to know why he detained king Chrijiian 
a priibner in Sunderburg, He complained that his majefty 
was confined contrary to the faith of a treaty, and the fafe- 
condu(ft granted him by FrederuEs general. He infifted that 
he ihould be releafed, ocherwife be threatened to employ all 
bis owi^fofces, together with thofe of his friends and allies, to 
procure him juftke and his enlargement. 

a promife of paying the renuuii- intirety naflb4 over by our bci; 
der on Uieir fulfilling the con- Enghje aiftortaas (i). 
tradl i a piece of fecret hifiory 

• (t) Dti Mecitt, t, V. p, St. 
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Dure Chfijl'tnn anrwered, that the kin^was cdnfinied fay 
order of his late ftiajefty, in confcquence ol repeated reitidb* 
ftrances from the nates of Denmark and Sweden : that he 
could not thetcfA'e fet him at liberty, without the joint con* 
fent of both thefe nations ; aijd finally, gave hirii to un- 
imderlland, that in this paiticular he wa's not his own maf* 
ter. But this anfwcr was by no ifleans faii,sfaclory to Chrif- 
tBpher^ who replied, that be was aftoniihed Chrifiian (itould 
excufe liimfclf by fuch a pretence, as he was independent of 
both kingdoms. It was notorious, he faid, that Sunderburg 
belonged to him, and confequcntly he had power to fet at li¬ 
berty a prince confined againfi all law and equity; conclud¬ 
ing chat ‘the regency of Luheck and the Fandal cities would 
intereft thcmfelves in the a€air, and employ force of arms to 
obtain what was dented to fair rcmonftrances *». 

Having made the fame rqpnonftrances to the fenatc of 
Denmark^ and with the fame effect, he returned to Luhecki 
upon which the regency ordered their army to march, under 
the command of PVallemveber and Man Meyer^ into Holjlein. 
Here they raifed heavy contributions, and took the fortreffes 
ot Tritiaw and Eudtn. They foiled the liege of Segeheig^ 
took the and were preparing to attack the citadel, 

’ when they heard that Ci»r^<i'i^.^l:Eijving received a ivinforcc- 
ment from Denmark, was on ht^ way to give them battle. It 
W.1S the fame RantzaWj of wjjor t we have fpoke in the pre¬ 
ceding pages, that now com maided Chrijiian's forces, at¬ 
tacked the Luhecken, defeated thein, and retook Eudin 

This defeat did not difeourage the prince of Oldenburg, 
and his confederates the Luheck generals it only obliged 
them to alter their meafurcs, evacuate Heljifin, and embark 
their army, in order to invade Denmark, and thus divide the 
forces of that*kingdom. The Holjle'm generkl made the beft 
wfe of their abfence. He penetrated to the town of Trave^ 
mmde, which he befieged and took. Having demolifhed the 
fortrefs of Muggehergy he began to throw a bridge over the 
Trove ; a proceeding which greatly alarmed the city of /,«- 
beck, who immediately fent alt their forces to oppofe him. 
Thefe Rantzaw defeated, pufhed farther, and put Chrijiian 
in pofieiBon of both fides of the river, by which meaidis he 
became intire mailer of all the flups in the harbour. Here 
he remained for (bme months, burnt the ihipping, and 
greatly difirefiedijihe city of Luhedt, 

In the mean time Denmark was in the mod perilous and 
diftraifl^ condition. Geerge Mutoery conful of Mabnoc, had 

^ Chvtrxi Ckron, p, 92. * Das Rfcuts, t. v. p. (;i* 
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IreKhernuflf fetzed upon Gyllenjliem^ governor dT the dtadcl* 
a^r which he razed it to the ground, and declared in favour 
of king (^riftlan II. juft a$ Chriftopber of Qldenburg ec.tered 
the with his fleet. Munter imaicdiatdy went on hoard 
the prince’s (hip, and relatiii^^ the fucccis of his entcrprize, 
induced Chriftopber to land his forces. Soon he became maf- 
ter of Rojchilti, Roge, Socihclmy Stega, and Copenhit^nn, which 
laft city was furrendcred to him, on condition that he en* 
larged its privileges, and fwore to preferve the inhabitants in 
the free ufe of the Lutheran religion, which they had em*. 
braced. Ail theft places he held in the name of Chriftian II. 
exading an oath of allegiance to that prince from 4t)e inha¬ 
bitants of the ftveral towns and forrreftes in hi* pofRifion, 

In a word, he became mafter of Zealand and Suttnen^ and 
was upon terms with the diet' of Norway for. rcfloiing the 
depoftd Chriftian *. • 

The ilUnJs of LaaUnd^ Falftre^ ai’d Langhind^ havinc: The T.u- 
followcd the example of Zealand Schonen, the j b 'tkers 

beheld with fatisfadlion the rapid piogrefs of t'cir aipns, zndmaftersof 
now thought itbcclfary^ juili.'V their pro .‘tcduigs bv a ^ 
nianifefto, fciting forth their reafons tor cnt^jiig upon ^i,- 

war. ^Bj|t they were fuch aj|on!y convinced the whole world Denmark* 
of their ambition, which, J^Kibg direiflecJ to wrong objtdts, 
fooh turned them into ridici^. In this manitci'to they had 
the prefumption to preferi® Ih points of scligion to Den- 
niirkj and talk with an ai^ot authority altogeTncr vain and 
abfurd, bccauft it was unfupported by adequati^ power ; for at 
this time Chriftian lil. was laying fiegc to the city ; and how¬ 
ever fucccisful ificir arms were in Denmark^ titey were re¬ 
duced to the greateft neceflity at home. H.jppily ho'-vcvcr 
for them, thedhitc.^ A futland refolved to meet for the elec¬ 
tion of a foveteign. Hoiftein took the Dme refolution. and they 
affembled on the fourth of futy^ at a place called Rye^ near 
Sunderburg. It became the general opinion that their c hoice 
ought to fall upon a prince capable of governinu: hy hiitilVlf, 
and whoft experience and conduct might again re eilablidi 
the tranquilliry of the kingdom. A majority of voices de- Clirif- 
dared for dfike Chriftian^ who had an army powerful enough tian ill. 
to execute his dcflgns. The ftates of Fionia were invited to ekde,iking 
accede to their de^ion, and they accepted Chriftian ^ to Den- 
whom ambafladors were immediately ftnt with an offer of^nark. 
the crown. .* 

The clergy had made fome complaints, on account of 
bis religion, but they were djfrcgarded. John Frit de Hejfa- 

" DcsKoches, ibid. PuFfcnd. ibid. 

Mod. Hist.^ol, XXXfI. F f Lgir 
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lager was fent upon this commtflion, and ItkewUe diarged hi 
acquaint Cbrijlim^ that it was of the utmoft confequence |o 
provide againft |^c enemy's getting pciTeifion of Fienint 
which had now ^clared for him. ChriJiianUx outdiredfly 
for Herfens^ where the nobilitjr and commons of Jutland 
were aflembled to receive him. ^ Here he was folemnly 
crowned, and acknowledged king of all Denmark, and as 
fuch received the oaths of all prefent. 

King Chri/Uan'% fir ft care was to apprize Guftavus of.Swe^ 
den of his election; to complain of the irregular condu<^ of the 
Lubeckers ; to exhort him to enter Schonen with a force fuffi- 
cient to wreft that province out of the hands of the enemy, 
and rcannex it to Denmark, and, in a word, to humble the 
pride and clip the fearing wings of this ambitious republic. 
Cuftavui did not hefitate in what manner he was to a£t. He 
longed lor an occafion to reveAge himfclf on Lubeckers, 
and embraced this opportunity. He exhorted the inhabitants 
of SihoKcn to acknowledge Chriftian III. for their fovereign, 
and he.fecnndcd his remonftrances with force. A body of 
troops was marched into the provi^xe, anch effedual mea^rcs 
taken for drii^«^g the Lubeckers out of Denmark, 

Wmi.E Cbnjtian 111 . was zt^Xolding, he was ft ruck with 
the revolt of the Uland the inftigaiion 69 the 

ctmnt of Oldenburg, The bi^hers and peafants rofe 'up 
againft the nobility, and wefl of*termined to throw off their 
fubjedion to them, by driving t%m out of the ifland. To 
tompolc thefe tfroublcs, and affift the nobility, Chrijtian fent 
a body of forces, which foon obliged the people to take a 
ficfli oath of allegiance to him; but the'count, landings 
fuperior force, had the town of Neoburg trcacheroufly fur- 
rendered to Wm, and a new infurrcdlidh marfe in his favour, 
which in a fhoit time put him in pofteftion of the whole 
iJland. 

At the fame time the duke of Jidecklenburg and landgrave 
of Hejfe, mediated a peace between the city of Lubeck and 
dutch)' of Holfteint in which both fidcs agreed to give no .if- 
fiftance to each other’s enemies. By this means Chriftian 
was enabled to employ all his forces in Denmark ;«and he ac¬ 
cordingly marched an army into North Jutland, ifiider the 
command of the celebrated Kantzavj an4^£r/c Banner. Thefe 
two generals marched dire£l!y to Alburg, a town taken by 
Clement, a LubAk pirate, who was encamped with a body of 
peafants before the walls. Ranizaw attacked this corps, de¬ 
feated Clement, and took the town by aflault, putting the gar- 
ritbn to the fwoid. C/rmmt efcaped out'of^the battle, but 
was afterwards taken at Folding, confined in priibn till 
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iTMlr 1(^36, and then beheaded. His bead wa*s fiKed cm a 
IliJte in the* inarket>place, and trowned in deriAon with a 
* leaden crown) on account of his infblence in ||roclaiming Chrif* 
tianlL. 

Although this advantage decided nothing, yet it pro¬ 
duced overtures for peac(% and an interview between Chrf 
tian and the count of OUenhurg, which broke up without 
any determination, befides that of deciding the difference by 
the (word. When the count returned to Copi^nhagerij he af- 
fembled the ffates, and demanded a fupply of money. As 
the treafury was extremely exhaufted, and the country im- 
poveriiheJ, he propofed that the irobility and gtyiitry fhould 
difpofe of their wires, jewels, and trinkets ; but this was an 
expedient with Which they did not chufe to comply, though 
they found means to raife the fum required. Scarce was this 
affair ffniOted, when Afuuter and Ambrr>f:' entered the 

ailembly with a bitter complaint againft the nobility and fb- 
natc, whom they accufed as the authors of all the national 
misfortunes, by dj;p*>(ing G'A///nfVM II. They demanded 
therefore that count^ould pupifh them according to 
their deferts. Fear fei/.ed me whole ailembly,*:ind no man 
ventu^ ^o withdraw, untilA(^ c{^unt had given them a ib> 

Icimr afluranre, that no fiiould he otfeied. 

It was now that the ebum’s wicked deftgns came to be 
difclofed. He had hid a fefteme for the deffrudlion of the 
nobility of Schonertf whom ly affcmhlcd at Lrmiferoon for that 
purpofe, and was juft rcad^’ to give the iinilhing blow, when 
Gujiavui appeared^ver)' providentially at the head of an army, 
otk the borders of the province. He was inftantiy joined by 
five hundred nobility ^d gentry, who afllfted in driving the 
count's forces <«uc oibchonerii with which trJhfaiStioii the 
year 1534 concluded. 

] N the month of yanuary the SjverliJh army entered Hal- a. D. 
landy and began their operations by laying fiege to Hclmftadt. 15^5- 
After remaining fume days before the town, the nragiltrates Prognjs 
declared voluntarily for Chrijt 'ian III- upon which the Stvedijh ChrilliartV 
army proceeded on their march. Faffing through the coun- ’arms, 
try round hfelftnhwrg^ Landferoon^ and Malmoe^ they were 
joined by |;rcat numbers of nobility and gentry, and foon 
after g^ve battle and,«obtained a complete vibfory over the 
earl of Oldenburg, and the forces of Lubeck, Here the earl 
loft his bell officers and foldiers, who were either killed or 
made prifuners. A ftrong reinforcement was then fent by 
Chriftian III. by means of which the Swedsjh army was en¬ 
abled to lay fiege to ^Malmoe and Landferoon at the fame time. 

£u^ the s\&oty at Heljmburg bad more important confe- 
quences. It in^^^d ^e noHiity of Norway to declare in 
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favour of the new king $ but this advantage waa counterba* 
lanced by (bme inconveniences. Me^er the Lubtek genet;*l 
and burgomafter ^ing taken in the engagement, a difpute 
arofc between the Swedes and Danes. The former jniifted 
upon his being their prifoner, *becaurc the victory was ob¬ 
tained by their forces, and the ]attc| urged, that it was more 
reafbnabic he fiiould belon^o them, as he had immediately 
furrendered to the Danes, a his difference was carried high; 
but at length terminated by an agreement, that he (hould be 
confined in the frontier town of IVardebeig. Here he was 
a prifoner on parole; and Meyer ufed this opportunity not 
only to obtain his liberty, but to prevail on the magiflrates 
to declare for Chrtfuan 11 . and afterwards to feize on the ci¬ 
tadel \ both which fucceeded to his with. 

In the mean time the regency had engaged the duke of 
Mecklenburg in their intereil, anil lent him with -a fleet to 
Copenhagen, in order to attempt the relcafeof Chrifiian II, (A) 
but a difference arifing between him and tiie eail, about the 
command of the army, Lubeck der.v'r.d but little advantage 
from this alliance. Not long ihcir Jtmv in Fionia was 
defeated and ..ut in pieces by Fnntzmvy a great number of 
foldiers and officers kdlcd or t^^^ prifoners, and am?ng the 
latter aichbifhopTtW/, who ^ms^ftcr died of his wound?. 

From Fionia Rantzaiv paficoj-jirSo 'l,>'<iland. Here he v^as 
joined by the king in perfon, ahd'^lege laid to Copenhagen. The 
fieges oiMahnoezvA Landfcro:n w>jie likewife vigoroufly pufhed 
iwScbonen^ antf/Airr/f^rr^ wrefted out of the enemy’s hands 
by Nadon Vlfton. Thus every thing confpired to ruin the de- 
figns of the Lubeciers, and firmly to eflabiifh the new king 
on the throne, who was now folemnly crowned at Odenjee 
king of Denfaark and Norway. , i 

During the fiege of Copenhagen, Curiftian, contrary to 
Intervuw ©f his council, made a dangerous vifit to Qufta- 

ChHllmn Stockholm. His intention was to concert mcafures with 

^ tv/Guf- prince againfl the dcfigns ot the emperor, who, under 
tavus. pretence of procuring the ctown of Denmark loi the elec¬ 

tor Frederic Palatine, projecied a Ichcme for reducing the 
three northern crowns under his own obediencet The/>a- 
hiilorians aliedge, that Guftavus made certain demands, 
with which Chriftian could not comply and that the man¬ 
ner in which the Swedijb monarch received this denial, obliged 
Chrifiian to retife with the uemofi expedition out of Sweden. 
It is aflirmed, that queen Chriftina gave him notice of certain 
plots contrived agaiirft him, and that Gufiuvus aftcrwaids 
ufed this pnneefs fo ill^ that (he died of'giiefbut thefe are 


(A) Cl»’iftian was confined in the citadel .vhich hadnot^fiif 
rendered to the Lubeck fleet. 
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the w!ie tnfinuations of writers, who would appear IciloW- 
Ag in the myO'eries of date, by affedting an air of ohfeu- 
rity *. It is certain that thefe conjefturA are diametrically 
oppoGfc to the aflertions qf the Swedtjh hiftoiians, and in> 
deed to the character of the heroic Guftavus, Whatever rc- 
fentment Guftavus harbcaired, he entirely concealed it, aiM 
took every meafurc to perform his engagements, and efiablim 
Chrijiian on the throne. Nay, to the SwediJI) troops may 
W'e in a great meafure aferibe the reduction of Copenhagen^ 
which together with Landftroon were furrendered the follow¬ 
ing year after a long fiege. 

Now it was that the emperor began to con«:ctn himfclf A. D. 
in the affairs of Denmark^ and to pufii the iiitcrcft of the 1536. 
eleflor-palatinc. With this view he lent an ambalTador to 7 heem^ 


the duke oi Saxony and landgrave of HeJJe, declaring 
tian 111. *an ufurper, and pleading the right of the ele^or. deawurs 
This ambaliy had no effect; for thefe princes jointly re- 
plied, that his imperial majefty had no buHnefs with the af- 
fairs of Chriftian*s claim was undoubted, 

as the oldeft-nlSn of kihx/Trr<5(VrrV, folemnly called to the 
throne by the ftaics of the^ingdom. The enfperor received palatine, 
anytlSttheck from the pjfW(ljf.‘»ns of the earl of Oldenburg^ 

Yi/o bega 


began to afpire at«h' '^rown; with which intention 


he fent a faithful emiffary ti |;];ie Low-Countriei to found the 
inclinations of the govcrimte, to demand *fuccours to raile 
the fiege of Copenhagen^JLvA the widow Francis Sforza 
duke of Milan in marriage. But he met with a rcpulfe, the 
governante decla.'ing iti favour of the ele£lor-palatine. 

* The new king Chnftian was not ignorant of what was'tranf- 
a£ling at the emperof’s court. Some letters of the gover- 
nante’s which^ intercepted, gave him a mofe diftin^i idea 


of the intrigues carrying on againll him, and of the eIe 3 or*s 
ilrcngth. One of thefe letters was addrelled to the garrifon 
of Copenhageny exhorting them to be of good courage, as 
the ele< 5 lor would fpecdily raife the fiege with a numerous 
ficce and army. It was now the whole fcope of ChrifitarCs 
politics to ^rullrate all thefe machinations. In the firft place 
be entered into a treaty with Menardde Uour^ who had long 
commanded the forces of the duke of Gueldresy whereby that 
officer undertook Uj make a diverfion in Emsy by attacking 
the emperor’s troops in thefe quarters. Thijs general, whofe 
predominant palEon was the love of fighting, immediately 
entered upon aciion, and made himfelf mafter of feveral 
places in sttat country, in the name of Chriftian III. 


Des Bochss, t. V.* p. 72. 
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Various WHILE Monard wat employing the forces of the empire 
operations round Groningen^ an interefting feene pafled in Norwe^, 
an hath Chriftion had lent deputies to the archbifhop Olam^ to keep 

Jides, him and the dates of Nc} ivay ,firni in their alliance and 

union with Denmark. Kvery thing appeared to fucceed ac¬ 
cording to his wifii, when an ambafly arrived from the Nt- 
therlands^ with magnificent prefents to the prelate from the 
governantc. The inftrudlit>ns of the Fiemijb ambaiTadors 
were to exhort the archbidiop and dates, in the emperor’s 
name, to remain firm in the duty they had fworn to Chrif-- 
ilan II. when that prince was in Noniay. The ambaffadors 
promiied tha’ in this they fhould be powerfully fupported by 
a fleet, which the cleclor-palatine would command in perfon, 
on their coad. (iained by their prefents and promifes, the 
treacherous prelate ordered the, Danijh deputies to be feized 
and put in irons. He drangled in prifon the prefi^cnt Vin- 
cmiy againd whom he bore an antient grudge. He difperfed 
troops in the different quarter's of the kingdom, to oblige the 
people to declare in favour of the‘'LlrfCl''''. He went dill 
farther, and had himfclf crowned/cing, in*^t i.r.me of that 
prince. Mud’of the nobility wer^drongly attached to Chrif-^ 
iianlW. but the dread of the refentment* o'f''^his 

powerful pi elate, kept them fl&nAand inaftive. EricGyJ:; 
imfiiern alone had the com age y Vet the remaining 
deputies ill libertjb with whom haVet fail for Denmark. 

Tills fudden change iti theaff«-s of Norway^ and the ra¬ 
pid progrefs the cledtor-palatine was making to afceiid the 
throne, obliged the regency of Lubeck fiid think of peace, 
'I'heir eves were now opened, the cxpcnces of the war be¬ 
came grievous, and their dne ideal pl^ of empire vanidied 
and mouldered in the ted of rigid enquiry. Thty folicited the 
eledlor or Saxeny. the landgrave of Hrjp^ and the cities Bre- 
men^ Hamburg.^ Magdeburg^ and Brtoifwick^ to interpofe their 
mediation between them and Chriftian III. and to regulate the 
conditions of peace. 

Pc ice be- Deputies from ail thefc powers met at Hamhurg^ and or- 
t-uaen dained, that hodilities Hiould immediately ceafe between Dm- 
Denmark joJ ijiheck^ and that their antient friendfhip liquid be 
Lu- j-enewed; that the ifland of Bornholm fliould be ceded in 
furcty to the regency of Lubeck^ for thHpacc of fifty years, 
and until the (cin^ paid them fifteen thoufand ducats, on ac¬ 
count of their omiging the eari of Oldenburg to evacuate Den¬ 
mark. Chriftian acceded the more readily to thefe conditions, 
that he faw a new enemy rife up againfi Jiim, thq kingdom 
drained of money, and t.hc people tired out with the long con¬ 
tinuance of the war. One circumftance alone cmburtal^. 

him; 
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him; it was his having concluded this peace without confult- 
Mg Guftavus^ and even contrary to the treaty with him. In 
cfte£t, Guftavus refented his conduct, and|gave orders to his 
forcesbto evacuate Denmark, He likewife demanded the mo* 
xiey he had lent ChriftiaHi or rather the provinces of Ifyck and 
Bahus. « 

The Danijh monarch was not ignorant of what confc- 
qucnce it was to live on terms of amity with Guftavus, He 
immediately fent an ambafly to him to excufe his conduA, by 
afluring him, that the time allowed for concluding the treaty 
was too ihort to admit of confulting his inclinations ; and 
that he feared if he did nut embrace thcoccafion,«thc city of 
Lubeck would join with the elector'palatine. Ii? fa6t, it was 
no lefs the intereft of Guftavus than of Cbriftian, that the two 
nations (hould continue in friendfliip. He therefore prudently 
admitted the ambaflador’s Spology, demanded a renewal of 
Che league between the two kingdoms, and countermanded 
the return of his troops. ‘ Still, however, he refufed to fign 
the peace with his perfeverance in this drove the 

regency toJuoVdefpair?^at they even confpired againfl; his 
life, allured ruffians, w% undercook to poifnn, or blow him 
up gunpowder, placeg^ndcr his feat at church. 

/ylr was in .confequcnqwor%h'is peace, that George Munter^ 

Teeing no hopes of fuccolrs^rom the Low CounirieSy from Lu~ 
becky or from the ele^Ior-wlafine, and thatjiis fellow fubjefls 
were tired out with the determined to throw himfclf upon 
the king’s clemency, aim do all in his power to forward his 
caufe, and promote the tranquility and nspofe of the country; 

^Malmoe, of which he was governor, he furrendered before the 
operations of the beGegers had compelled him, and he fet out 
for Copenhag^^o endeavour to perfuade the gawifon^and inha« 
bitants to fubmit. By this means it was that thefe important 
places came into.the king’s hands, though, indeed, zx. Copen¬ 
hagen the ganifon was reduced to fuch Graits, that dogs, cats, 
rats, and the moft loathfome animals, were thought delicious 
food. Children, after fucking all the milk in the mother’s 
bread, drank their own blood, and perifhed in the arms of 
their pardhts. The people became fo feeble with hunger, that 
they dropt down dead in the Greet, were often found dead in 
their beds, and yr^ dfd they dill perfevere in their refufal to 
furrender, until George Munier came among them. 

After inexpreffible mt&ries fudained,'*at lad Copenhagen Copenba- 
furrendered ; and duke AUmrts, and the .^arl of Oldmb^gy gen fur- 
were forced to throw themieives at the king’s feet to obtain renders to 
{wrdon* ' While the earl was in .this .di(^licatin^ podure, the Chrif- 
Jypfyaieprqached bun with havmglenteixd;fifi^^ni without any ^tan III. 

”' fubjccl 
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fiibjeft of coiftplaint, without any declaration tA war, to 
plunder and lay wafle like a rubier. He accufed him cf 
having taken armstfo fupport the unjufl: quarrel of Lubeck, and 
of bell 'd. tlte occaiion of all the blood/bed in Denmark i add- 
ing, that now was the time tef gratify his vengeance, but 
that, in confidcration of their affinity by blood, he pardoned 
him. 

As foon as the new king found himfelf in pofleiHon of the 
capital, he laboured to execute a plan communicated to him 
by Gufri'UuSi for reducing the temporal power of the bifhops 
.and cicigy, who were the great fticklcrs againft his elediion. 
He faw hii^nfclf fupported by the fenate and nobility, who had 
placed t'nc clown on his head ^ without fear therefore he at¬ 
tacked the clergy of higheft dignity and influence. With 
this view he aflembted a diet at Odenjee^ and took the flifl fleps 
towaids depofing the bifhops, add favouring the rehxmed re> 
ligion. An order was iflued for apprehending them all i and 
biihop of Jrhas, alone found means to efcape. A few 
of them became martyrs to their religjp.'i-. particularly the bi- 
fhop of RofehiL'U who fufFcred hij^-.amily irii.bp..perfecutcd, 
himfelf to be dcpiived of his dignj^ and fee, to bc t;onfincd 
in prifon, and cve-n in irons, in wjj^h he died, withoqWrqak- 
ing the lealt recantation, or^lilp 
niodatirig himfelf to the king’s 

'1'he diet paflvd a decree, iKrh^by all the church-lands, 
towns, fortrefles, and villages, wet annexed to the crown, 
and the tcroporahpowerof the clerg^or ever abolifhed. They 
even went fo far as to incur the difplcafurc of Luther himfelf, 
who wrote the king a letter from Germany^ exhorting him to 
ufe the clergy with more lenity; and though he difapproved 
the doftrine, j*i;t to pay the due refpeil t^ thcmbiflers of the 
antient religion of the kingdom. He told him, that intirely 
abolifhing the temporal power of the church was robbing the 
crown ot one of the ilrongeft pillars of its prerogative; and, 
indeed, Chriftian did not enough attend to the confequences 
of the exorbitant power now lodged in the hands of the nobi¬ 
lity. The equipoife of government was deflroyed with the 
power of thc .biihops : the four different orders of (be people 
were all abforbed in the grandeur of the nobility, aim even 
the royal prerogative dwindled to a dependence on their will. 

In this fttutttion Hood the affairs of Denmark^ when the 
king began feriouOy to prepare for the reduction of Norway^ 
in confequence of a treaty concluded with the governante of 
Che Lew Countries^ The arebbifliop Olaus having nmice of 
his imention, and of the rcvolutkm in thi church 
mari, fent deputies to 'folkit bb majefty’s pardM^.0 ^^ 

* miiing 
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fnififlg to place the crown of Narway upon his tiAd, and get 
him acknowledged by the ftates of the kingdom. But indeed 
of receiving his deputation, Chrijiian ordered| his fleet to in¬ 
vade Noituayt which obliged the archbiihop to embark with 
all bis jewels and eflet^ts for MoVand. Immediately on his de¬ 
parture, the whole kingdom returned to the obedience of 
Chrifiiavy who was folcmnly crowned king. 

It could not be imagined, that a prince who had perfccuted 
the bifliops with fo much feverity, would leave the inferior 
clergy of the Remijit religion uiimolefled. A confeiCon of 
faith was drawn up, and prefented to them, with the alterna¬ 
tive either of figning it or quitting the kingdom. TJie latter 
was preferred by great numbers, who retired into Germany and 
the Netherlands : thus the reformed religion was completely 
eflablifhrd in Denmark, the power of the nobility raifed to ex- 
cefs, on t^e ruins of the epifcopal grandeur ; the burghers 
and peafants reduced to a more fervileflate under their haughty 
lords, than they had ever known under the mod dcfpotic ex¬ 
ertions of paptflical j and the royal prerogative ren¬ 
dered ancHd Ihadow which vani&ed at the 

will of Upc nobles. It is^rue, that Supported his 

crown.'.^h its antient luftnltbut the nobility were not yet 
beepfne fufficiently acquaiop^itn their own power, which 
idfreafed daily, until their fwiie at lait efiedled a revolution, 
chat turned the fcale whollyan tkvour of the erown, and ren¬ 
dered Denmark as abfolute^monarchy as any in Europe. 

For the fpace of two^ears Denmark enjdyed a profound Denmark 
peace at home and abroad; an opportunity which Chrifiian enjoys prt-‘ 
aiflduoufly improved to the good of his people, eilablifh- found 
ing fuch regulations as he thought would befl: promote their peaee. 
felicity. He wa%]ikev 9 ife endeavouring to confirm this repofe 
by foreign alliances, and to terminate all his dilFerences with 
neighbouring ftates, when, of a fudden, he faw his crown 
threatened with aftorm equally violent and unexpedfed. I'he 
ele£t<»'-palatinc, having levied forces in LowerSaxer^, march¬ 
ed in an hoftile manner into the dutchy of Hol/iein, deftroy- 
ing all before him with fire and fword but this expedition 
was but fhort duration ; the Hamburgers tnterpofed, and 
obliged *thc elector to return with more precipitation than be 
had marched with ir^ the country. 

Nor was this all ; Guftavus had this year prefented Chrif 0, 
tian with a long bill of complaints, contaftiing a variety of 1539. 
articles, to each of which he demanded an explicit anfwer. 

Among other articles, he accufed Chriftian xtf debauching h s 
foldiers and officer^from their allegiance to hkn, and incor- 
them with the troops of £>inmasi‘k % a bad requn^l 

• ot 
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of the inatf)^ fervices be had done to him; In particular he 
alledeed, that when the Swedijh fleet arrived in the StMoui^^ 
Melmor Rantzftw had encouraged the defertton of his failors, 
and manned the Danifl) fleet with thofe deferters \ that Chrif 
iian had refufed to accommodate his fleet with provifions, 
agreeable to the treaty between «the two crowns ; that the 
Danes had feized upon Meyer, burgomafter of Lubcck, though 
in faft he was the prifoncr of the SwuUJh general, together 
with a variety of other articles of lefs confequence, and*which 
only fhewed Gu/tavtu*s deftre of coming to a rupture with 
Denmark. 

To infwcr thefe complaints Chrlfian fent ambaflTadors to 
Calmar, where the Swedijh monarch at that time reiided. 
'I'hey apologized in the befl manner for their mafler’s conduit, 
but referred the hnal regulation to plenipotentiaries, which 
were to meet the following ye\r on the frontiers. • 

While the king was buficd in preparing their inftru£lions 
for the plenipotentiaries, the prefedi of Sahhalm was murdered, 
together with feveral of his domy^*^5« at the infligation of 
biihop Augmund. On the firft *'*;icc of tiws bSfrid a£l, the 
king iilued oirders to Chr 'tjhpher j 'iljeldt, governoi'^of Dron~ 
them, to pafs with two ffyps * war to the ifland,^4^take a 
frefh oath of allegiance froiif^it' habitants, feize upolk^e 
bifhop, and place in his room^ oteflant minifler. Al^ut 
the fame time avlettcr came AH hil majefly from the landgrave 
of HeJJe, fetioufly adviflng him ^ treat with the elecfor-pa- 
latine concernibg the dowry of LKrothea his wife, as the beft 
means of paving the way to an accommodation with the em¬ 
peror. He ofl'ered likewifc his mediation on this occafion ; 
but Chriftian anfwered, that as he had ambafl'adors in Gfjent, 
he would fquare his conduct by the aceSunts he Ihould receive 
from them. A negotiation in the end was fet on foot; but 
after much ajeercation, the breach Teemed rather wider than 
before ; and both the emperor and eovernante declared to the 
German princes, that they had made overtures the moft rea- 
fonable, which Chriftian rejedted, while the Danijh monarch 
on the other fide made ftmifar complaints and proteflations. 

Nor were the differences between Denmark knd &wedm 
more eaflly terminated. Their mutual interefts kept them 
united ; yet did they live in a flate of perpetual enmity add 
defiance. GuJ'tavus, unfatisfied with the acquifition of a king¬ 
dom difmemberdd, thought of nothing but re-uniting it) 
while Chriftian, on his -fide, could not altogether forget his 
claim to the crown of Sweden. Frequent congrefles were 
held but they, all concluded in nothing nibre than fixing the 
fum due to Guftawu by'the Danijb monarch, and the^Sii^(y^^ 

/payment. 
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payment. As the SweiHflf monarch thought httnfelf hardly 
pUfeff in the redu&ion of this fum far below his expectation, 
he made new claims, which fruftrated the elFeas of all for.- 
mer agreements, prolonged th<j negotiations, and at Uft occa- 
fioued their breaking up without eftablifliing a coalition, or 
even tolerably reconciling she parties to each other. At Uft 
the two princes had an interview, which terminated happily in 
a peace for five years, during which time they were to decide 
all their difputes, except what regarded the ifland of Gothland. 

It was believed that this affair required more time, as the cafe Denmark 
was intricate, and many documents to be examined on both a„j Swe- 
fides, in fupprt of their fcveral claims. It would indied have den. 
been extremely impolitic 'in the northern princes, at a time 
when the emperor was lying in wait for fuch an advantage, in 
order to feUe upon the cr^ns of the three kingdoms, 
as it evidently appeared was nis defign. Chriftian II. had 
made it an article in the marriage-contraiSl with the emperor’s 
filler, that his crown fhould devolve upon Charles^ Ihouid he 
die without iffuc j^-.b'm^and his fupporting the elcClor-pala- 
tine was more ibA a previous ftep to further decla¬ 

rations. j^he ambition of marks V. grew up \liih his pow¬ 
er : he {ahemed univerfal lyWchy* and Guftavus and Chrif. 
tian^hzd every thing to mr t^m his abilities. This it was 
tfiat kept them united, am Jbi^cd them to look round for 
other alliances, the more fe'jurcty to fortify thcmfelves againft 
all attacks on the fide of ^rmany. Accordingly a treaty was 
ftruck up with Francis I. Hung of France, whom they looked 
upon as the moft ^nvenient ally, on account of his courage, he* 
his animofity to Charles, and the powerful diverfions which his 
fituation enabled him jp make in their favour. In this treaty 
of alliance, Ghiftian promifed to deny the paftiige of 
Sound to all the enemies of France (A)'. ^ 

Notwithstanding Chrijiian found himfelf ftrengthened iLz.* 
by tbefe alliances, he continued his negotiations for a peace ‘ 
with the princefs-governante of the Netherlands, and the Ham- 
burghers ufed their utmoft endeavours to conciliate them; but „aJuoftbe 
the prtneefs demanding the free paliage of the Sound for the 
Hollanders *the confisrence was broke off, and all the (hipsCountries 
and merchandise of the Hamburghers feized in the ports of dedans 
(he Netherlands, under pretence of that city’s being futgedt to 'zmv oh 
H elfiein, and confequentty to Denmark. This ad^ion was Denmark* 
therefore looked upon as juft repriials for ^ ravages ernn* 

(A) Ttys treatv of alliance between Fremce and the northern 
crowns, was coneWed in the year 1542. 


mitted 
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mitted by general Mmard round Groningeth Immediately 
after an edidt was publiihed, whereby all the fubjedts or^he 
Netherlands wetle permitted to cruife upon the Danes* The 
fea was covered with privat^rs, who excrcifcd the utmoft 
cruelty on the prifoners they made. Chriftian repelled thefe 
attacks, by giving the fame licence to his iiibjedls \ and thus a 
fort of piratical war was carried on, without any open decla¬ 
ration of a rupture between the princefs-govcrnanie and his 
Danijh majefty. 

In the mean time an infurredlion appeared in the province 
Hehettion of Smalandia^, which obliged Gaftavus to have recourfe to 
MSweden. Denmaii: ,for affiftance againll the rebels. Chrijtian readily 
lent him a fum of money, and a body of infantry commanded 
by Eric Banner and Holger Rofcncrantz<t by means of whole 
valour Guftavus quaihed the rebellion more eafily than he ex- 
peded. it was difeovered, by intercepted letters, that the 
elcAor-palatine, the bifhop of Scara^ and the other exiles, had 
fomented this rebellion. Many ftrangers, charged with let¬ 
ters, were leized in Norway^ on to Swrdeny and all 

of them fem by the king's order 5 fo Gu/tai)fttJ*" Chriftian did 
more : he ordered his governors/b keepifridf watef^at all the 
ports, and fent fquadrons to along the coafts tb prevent 
being furprifed. Nor was all^i^are merely on accourirt.of 
Guftavus: many of the intercedes letters intimated deftgns 
on Denmark^ which gave the nAl intimation of the league 
between the northern crowns anV^ the proteftant princes of 
Germany, 

As the war, which now happened bef-ecn the emperor 
War Be- and the northern crowns, relates chiefly to Sweden, we ihall 
tween the not here enter upon the particulars of i». Aimoft all the at- 
emperor tempts of th€ eleflor Palatine were made (fd that fide: the 
emperor’s edi(^ were publiflied againft Guftavus in particular, 
nortberm Denmark had little (hare in thefe tranfadions, otherwiie 
erewtu. Swedijh monarch, interefled alfo to 

preferve the ballance of power, and prevent the houfe of Auf- 
tria from growing too potent. Towards the clofe of the 
year 1543, Chriftian indeed publiflied a manifeflo, declaring, 
that be had repeatedly fought to terminate his difTerenres with 
Chrifiian’xflic emperor amicably, without being able to obtain 
manfejh* equitable terms: that he had been for feveral years kept in a 
ftatc of irkfome fufpence, whether he was to exped peace or 
war, whether he' was to enjoy the friendfliip of the houfe of 
Auftria, or to prepare for the defence of his crown and *king- 
dom againfl their ambitious deftgns: that his intention in 
feizing on the Flemifb ihips in die Smtd, was to draw the court 
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of Bniffih to tn open declaration either of peac6«or war; but 
as ^is meaiure had not the deiired cffed, he would now exert 
• the means given him by Providence to fecure his people, and 
obtain his own juft demands. Immediately after the puUica'- 
tion of this manifefto, he feat a fquadron of forty ftiips to 
fca, on board which he embarked ten thmifand land-forces. 

This formidable armameAt was deftined againft the N^ther^ 
landi i but it was dirperfed in a ftorm, that fruftrated the 
whole projedt (A). 

After this wc read of rc preparations againft the Flemings, A. D. 
nor any hoftilitics committed between them and Denmark. 1544. 
On the contrary, a general peace was reftored this year toFeare^ivitb 
Denmark by a treaty ftruck up with the court Brujfeh, Ne- 
whereby the Flemings were permitted the palTage of the Sound, thcrlandr. 
and freely to navigate the Soon after, this another 

treaty of peace was ligned at Spires, between the emperor, on 
the one hand, and Chriftian on the other, whereby each re¬ 
nounced all alliances contrary to the intcreft of the other. 

CHRISTIyfN, fiitding himfelf now in the quiet poffeffion 
of his crown, in ptice’'\'jkh all foreign powers, an alliance 
with his Rwij^ours, and mvcrcign of the hearjs of his fub- 
jc£ls, a*# in confcqucnce a\ his own courage, pcrfevcrancc, 
an«i.pru(fcncc, turned his 4tC'»qti Sn to domeltic affairs. He 
began with difmcmbcrin^j^i.s dTominions, in order to provide Chriftian 
for his brothers. With tVA .ptinces John and Adolphus he difunittr 
fhared Holftein, leaving it 'o fbme future occafton to make HoUlfin 
provifion for Frederick, ^was contrary to an adf, palled on Slef- 
Frederick's acceflion, ever to feparate SUfwick or Holftein from wick/row 
t|te crown. Thd*Ynany inconveniences, the wars, and blood- 
filed, confequent on the inveftiture of Slejwick by Olaus, had 
determined the diet tcPthis adit. All the world ^as aftoniflied 
at this difmemDerment-: the ftates exclaimed againft a mea- 
fure fo contrary to law, and fo pernicious in effedt; but Chrif 
tianh tender regard for his brothers overballunccd every motive 
of policy. Heperfuaded himfelf, that he had (ulHciently ad¬ 
hered to the above aft by explaining away its meaning, and 
fubftituting a perpetual union of government between the 
dutebies svid the crown; that they fiiouid be feparate in 
particukr rights and privileges, but combined by the ftrongeft 
and moft indifibluble ties of amity, intereft, and friendfiiip. 

(A) The Danijh writers al- that force w|s intended to aflift 
ledge, that this fleet caufed con- the French king, with whom he 
fiderable uneafinefs to Harry was at war; but be could ob- 
VIII. of, England. Before it tain no other anfwer, than that 
failed, he fent-.alb envoy to Chridiaa had no quarrel with 
fih' demanding, whether the Icing of England. 

Wc 
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We fhatl have occaflon to fpeak more particularly of thtf 
union, confirmed and explained in a treaty between Chri/t^M 
IV. and Frtderick duke of Hei/tein^Gottorpf in the year 1623 : 
fuificient it is to obferve in this place, that though the mea- 
fure was in itfelf inconfiilent ^ith found policy, yet was it 
attended with no bad confequence for a long time, as the 
union remained inviolate for the fpace of one hundred and fifty 


years. 

Chriftian Nothing material occurs in the hiftory of this country 
It. re- before the year 1546, when Chriftian II. renounced, in the 
wunas all mofi; folemn manner, all right and claim to the crowns of 
€lai/n to Denmark and Norway, excluding likcwife his heirs and fuc- 
the efinvH cefibrs frbiT. all pretenfions to the fuccclfion. He acknow- 
cj Den- JtJged the clc»ftions of Frederick and Chriftian III. to be legal i 
ceded all claim to the dutchies of Slefwick, Holftein, and 
^ ‘ Siormar, together with the privilege obtained from * the cm- 
* peror of rendering it unneccirary to receive the inveftiture of 
liolftein at the hands of the archbifhop of Luheik. Finally, 
he Iblemnly promifed never to adt Jfetyetly or openly to the 
prejudice of Chriftian, or the dukt^^jTjWbyV^^ never to go 
out of the for^rels otCallenhufg, hit with the kmg'.^confent; 
or hold converiatiun with any fir^ger, but in prefenc^ of the 
governor of the citadel. He/f^l^Uowed the privilege of 
hunting .ind fifhing within the iticif^fon of Callenlurg, and x 
handfomo appointment was fet»1.2dypon him, and certain other 
piivilcgcs, in confequence of theltreaty concluded with the 
emperor at Sfrirei. 

Every thing fucceeded to Chriftian s wifh; and he was 
now one of the happiefi and moil; proi'peroiis princes in £u^ 


T'pe, without any thing of confequence to difiurb him either 
at home or aby>ad, unleis wc except arf’adt pg^d in Sweden, 
out of the great regard the people had for Guftavus. This 
'was an adi wheu hy the crown was made hereditary in favour 
not only of the lineal, but of the collateral defeendants pf 


Cuftavtts \ an a.''I that wholly deftroyed the very being of the 
union of Cahrmr, and for ever excluded Chriftian and the 
family of Oldenburg, The Danijh monarch, finding there 
was no remedy, determined however to make Tome public de¬ 
claration of his right. Accordingly he ordered moncf to be 
coined hearing three crowns, which are arms of Sweden, 
theicby intimating his light to the throne of that kingdom. 
Gnftiivus imnicdiaf.ely complained of this afFront; but he 
could obtain no redreis from a piince who could not forget his 
pretenfions, and whofc heart was elated with the fuccefb that 
had ever attended all his enterpri/.cs. He iKerefore dhofe ra¬ 
ther to (lifle his refentment than enter upon a war, the 
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of which was at heft uncertain, and might be dtftruSive to 
himfelf and his pofterity. 

This year duke Fredtrick, eldeft fon o£ Chriflian^ was A. D, 
crowned king of Dtnmark and Norway, theTucceifion being 1547. 
fettled by a decree of the diet ia his perfon. At the lame diet 
warm difputes arofe, whether their antient ptivtlcges of 
trading to Denmark ihou)d*be continued to the Vandal cities. 

Many perfons were for excluding thefe cities, on account of 
the ^rt they took in the late war againit Denmark ; while 
others as ftrenuoufly infilled, that this was puniihing them* 
felves, in order to revenged on their enemies, as the fub* 
jetSls of Denmark inufl grow poorer in proportron to the dimi* 
nution and decreafe of their commerce. At laft t!ie*que{lioii 
was carried in the affirmative, and thefe cities were confirmed 
in all the privileges they ever enjoyed. • 

The rqpiaindcr of Chrijlia-^'u reign affords no tranfaftions Condufion 
that can make any figure in hiftory. Denmark enjoyed the of Chnf* 
moft profound repofe, the happy fruits of that love of peace 
and juftice which conflituted the fhining part of Chrtfuari%'^^*S.^‘ 
charadier. It is was intrepid, valiant, and fond of 

glory j yef liiTregard for ^ good of bis fubjei^s made him 
fiipprcfs/.very didSlate of amPrion, and even refufe any addi- 
tion to iTis dominions, whwif >^c faid were extenfive enough euid chor- 
for any prince who would, 5 eign‘conicientioufly. An inftance 
of this happened, in refufing^ thooffer made b^ the magiftrates 
of Revel of putting the city into his hands. As it is difficult, 
therefore, to flate, in a j^int of view tolerably entertaining 
or ufeful, a feries of negotiations, all tending to preferve peace 
and harmony in l!i^ kingdom, we ihall clofe the reign of this 
moil exemplary prince with obferving, that he was equally 
the father of all Jiis fu-Vjecls and of his own (amil^; a glorious 
elogy acquired,^ after a reign of twenty-four years' He died 
on the firil of January^ >S5^» bewailed by his people 

as their common father, friend, and benefadior *. 

* ^’'id. au£l. citat. ibid. 
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SECT. XV. 

< 

Tke Hifiory of Denmark a^tinued^ dming the Reigm 

of Frederick II. and Chrilliau IV, 

« 

FREDERICK 11 . 

Frede- ^REDERICK If. the fon and fucceffor of Cbrif- 
rick II. tian III. was of a dirpofition very fimilar to his father, 

whom he imitated alfo in his conduit. The firft years of 
both tci^ni pafled amtdfl the din of war. Both foui’lu with 
great courage and military ability; but, laying down their 
arms, they greatly exalted the cliAfacier of the w'arrior by 
adding that of able ftaiefmen, ewhu knew' how to iqpdcr their 
people powerful and happy. 

He cen- Soon after his acceilion, Fuderuk took up arms agiinfl the 

{ uers the Dhhmarfians^ who had grown infolent after the defeat of king 
)ithmar- fohn^ and refufed all obedience ^ of Denmark^ or 

fians. the dukes of Ihlfuin. But the clprf occahon“of'’ti;^ w'ar was 
the following. Duke JElphus^^’ho refided for foVue years 
at the court of Clurlei V. tvcyisWit day rallied at taSlc about 
the defeat one of his anceftors hacycceived hoin a handful of 
peafants. The reproach toutiiedL him fo fenfibly, that he re-^ 
folvcd, on his return, to make w‘ar on the Dithmorfium^ and 
to revenge at any price the indig^ry put on his predccelTors. 
Thisdefign he was juft ready to execute, when the late king, 
from his natural love of peace, put a ftop^.-\) his onciahons., 
No (boner was Chriftian removed by death, than Jdoipkus 
refumed his dpftgtv He communicatecMiis plap to count Da~ 
niel Rantzenu, and beftowed commiilions on the principal 
officers he thought of employing. But his proceedings could 
not be kept fo fecret as not to be foon knowm at the court of 
Copenhagen^ where they gave umbrage. Immediately IdoU 
phus propofed an interview with the young king at Notts^p^ to 
confer on matters of the htgheft importance ; and the king 
came to the placeuppointed at the head of five hur^lred horfe, 
accompanied by his uncle prince ^ohn. Here Adolphus laid 
before rhem his whole proje£i;; and it was deterntined ^niong 
the three princes, that each (hould bear !iis proportion of the 
expence, and fuLiilh a certain number of troops ; and that 
the kine fhould, bcfides, order a fleet to block the enemy up 
on the fide of the river Elbe. 

Having concerted the plan of operations, thcv*feparated, 
in order to prepare for the execution i and all things b t^ntr oa t 



w readinefst. the wbola army was reviewed at Ha^amtieftidii 
arid marched froiti thence dircdly into ihc enemy's country; 
CmntTJus^ in his account of this war, takes notice of a decla¬ 
ration which the princes dr<hv up arid pubOfhed, three days 
before they entered Dltbmarfo^ It fet forth, that as the D/V/j. 
marftam were not only obUinate in refuftiig obedience to their 
lawful fovereigns, but waKonly cruel in puniOiing their Tub- 
je6ls, the king and dukes, no longer able to to'.crate fuch ex- 
cefitrs, had at length refolved to take arms, and reduce the 
rebcl/to their duty. With ibis view therefore they declared 
war, according to the military laws; and dofired they would 
Either prepare to defend thcml'civcs, or fubniic to what thould 
be demanded of them *, ^ * 

The herald pitched on to carry this declaration to the ene¬ 
my, for a long time refufed to take charge of the commifliuti, 
as he knew the violence and furv of that people ; but he hap¬ 
pened to be a criminal, already condemned to death, who 
chofe running the hazard, rather than undergoing the punifh- 
ment of the law, which they threatened to inflid, if he dif- 
obeyed. Fixing the declaration, with the royal and ducal 
feals, on a whjte illfF, he entered the iown of Htida^ where 
the forty-c'ght magiftrates h;:ppened to be that engaged 
in bufinei^ He prefented the declaration to one of them, 
tvhofe face was known to h*^i. foon as it was perceived to 
, bff a declaration pf war, rage and madnefs feized the breads 
of the people: they infifted on Ghe immediate death of the 
herald; but the magidrate^ who had fome remains of the 
feelings of humanity, faveiir his life by concealihg him, until 
the ebullitions pf padion were fubfidcd. They returned a 
letter to the king, couched indeed in terms full of refpedi;, 
but denying his tovereignty. They aiHrmed, that they were 
fubje^i to the arohbilhop of Bremen for .upwards o? four hun¬ 
dred years: they expreiied their aftonifliment -at the warlike 
preparations, and the declaration of war againft them, with¬ 
out having hrft formally remonftrated, and demanded latisfac- 
tion in a manner contrary to equity, and their right figned and 
iealed by a great number of bis majefty's ancedors and prede- 
ceflTors j even in direA violation of the Golden Bull itfelf. 
They concluded their letter with blaming hir majedy for not 
citing them before a tribunal of judice, at which they ihould 
ever be ready to app^r; and with a very pathetic prayer, 
that God would turn his majedy's heart from the bloody refo- 
lution he had taken of exterminating them, th£ir wives, chil¬ 
dren, and widows, to the more godlike virmt of being a 

* Ceaxtz* Bed. Dith. t. u. p. 14. 

Vot. XXXII. (3 g 


peace- 



'450 ^ fhe Hiftory of Denmark. 

• peace-maker; a virtue which gained his royal fire the noblcfl 
of appellations, that of father of his country. ^ 

A. D* Notwithst^KDINO thefe remonftrances, the army con- ^ 

1559. tinued its march, attacked the city AieUorp^ and carried it by 
alTault, after a vigorous rcfiftimce. Next the confederates 
proceeded to Hsida, where a bloody and decifivc battle was 
fought. Duke Jdolphus^ who wa§ wounded, returned three 
times to the charge: the laft difputc was particuluily (harp 
and obdinate; but fortune at length declared againft the.brave 
Dithmarjiuns^ who were broke and cut in pieces. Such how¬ 
ever of them as efcaped out of the held, rallied in the fens 
andmarlhcs; but could never again make head againft the 
conquerbre. They had thcrcf)re rccourfc to fuppHcations, 
and fent deputies to the Danijh camp, who obtained a truce ^ 
during which all the magidrates of the cou. try were to ic- 
pair to the head-quarters, to receive iuch conditions of peace 
as the king (hould think fit to impofe. Thcte were, that the 
Dithmarjians (hould do homaL'C to the ki.K;s oi ‘Xand 
dukes of JJolftein^ and henceforward acknowledge them their 
fovercigns; that they (liould redore all thirft:.:idaids and trophies 
taken frni.j and his Uothcr frc.' >nX- dulce of IIf/~ 

Jlein; that they reimburfid the king and duke in the expcnces 
of the w.ar, which amoumed . houfand dii’cats; that 

the princes fliouhi hav'* liberty to Ipdd thue fcits in a:.’/ part of 
the country they plealed; tkut ah the foits Ia*clv ctccied by 
the Dithuvflinii be crar.cd ; with a nuiiibe: c l’ cjther condi¬ 
tions, hard nviced upon the vat^julflie'), but modeiate with 
refpc£t to the conquerors. The.0*terms were delivered in 
writing to the magiftrates, his m i'.<. Ily it unnccefiary 

to wait for their anfwer, as the d.v .r.,';K)inicd for his eocona- 
tion was .approaching. The care o! ii iHli dnjg the peace he 
left to Joim RantzjWf in whole prudence and fidvlity he was 
(enfible he might confide 

It may be worth while to dwell a lit*lc upon the ceremo¬ 
nies of fervitude through which this br:uv > •(, ', • were ub!i< f d 
to pafs. Ratitzaiv gave them no lor’rr three days to 
put in their anfwer to the condiiioii.- u.c j ekd by the king ; 
and th^y returned within the time, pi-,■/. ..nrr -y iniirc fub- 
mifiion, provided a tew particular .11:.t' •: w ic foftuncd, and 
rendered more tolerable to a free ptoplc, \v!:o had never he- 
*fore (looped their necks to fubmifllon. complied 

with their requpft ; after which the deputies, in the name of 
their whole nation, figned the peace, jind acknowledged the 
king of Denm^-k and duke of Holjhin^ their heirs and fuc- 
cefibrs, the true and lawful fovereigns^of X)^hmGrJh\ the 

* Crantz. ibid. 
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princes, on their fide, promiftng to govern them,with equity, 
and defend them as their fubjedts agal!'<{l all their ene- 
, nrfts. 

'I'he twentieth oVJune was the day .ippoi^itnl for perform¬ 
ing the Vctcniony of homage. On this ot cahon the whole 
nation, without dillindtion of age, allrmbled iti ihc morniug 
in the ncighbtmihood oi IAith. T hey letiundcred their can¬ 
non and fmalJ arms, which were cairicd \.o A2ddoi ft; they 
a(ked pardon for their rebciiion in preicnee ot the dnke of 
HoljTcin and the Damjh ioids, chaiged with powers hum his 
majefiy ; and they took an oath of obidjence to the three 
princes. 'Fhe order of that ceremony was as follows: the 
princes, R(tnt’z.aii\ and the crjunfellors of the king^nd dukes, 
were plared in the middle of the alfembly ; around them w-eic 
the brave Dili ■ ‘irfu'.m on their knees, tlicir heads uncovered, 
and the whole luriounded by^ circle of arnud men, which 
threw tlv.ni into great confternation (A). Next they pre- 
f'jueii i-i {fagrs required in fccurity of t‘eir good bcha- 
vioin , •. /rt which they were cli,.lulled, and the army 

evac-ated the country. I hus the w„.!ikc D'lhmur juini^ wlio 
for fo many ape- had intuu^iy d; ftiidcd thcir libe^ues againll 
all the auacks dI thvir neighbous;, Vetc at lafl ’•fcluccd under 
the ohcdJtncc of ■ ih’.xes o k ls ilnui a month 

year anilnihidors at (hpmh(:\’/n rri.-m tlie iSrti?- ^ 

<?///,' kmy, dL'maiiJi.iir a pafljrort^'or tneii rnalfcr through the |-()|* 
Dmiijh ■.ir'ii'i'. r to /:W v;t/, wheic he propofed to marry 

queen i://f he. demand was granted i Frederick krtmoeen 

refufed tohrar th'i* ow<y aiiits with reipedl to his bearing//v 
the Swi-diO) arms, ' -.'i> other particulars, which, at the ^'Den- 

interview brtwvv 111. and (itdhviis, w'cre put offniailc a»d 

for the I pace oi f.-v ^ 'rney did not infift upon their Sweden, 

demands, v\hic^ wi.e ^/.ly the prelude to more flpen*declara¬ 
tions, h*' flu uld gixe I'n'Uriek a fufpieionot the defigns 
c { ..ie6':.r . ..'tinet. I'lic more eff’cctuailv to deceive him, 

a pf“i,:! - V-ftcned between tiie two cro-ans in the 

fohowiri” V , j ihj frefh remonUtances made about 

Fred.ruk\ . divedijh aims gave room lor Jufpi- 

\'id i , .0. *» Des Rcciits, t. v. p. 87. 

( i) O'V ot ihci pridls, look- Rmlza-w, W'ho overheard Kim, 
ing Of! th ground, aid, im La- ‘ you are t» be iisiwiiccj. of the 
/.v,s .0 hiCaeighhour, “ J fee “ king’s cleinenvy, whomever 
w'c are to be made the fieri- “ breaks th^ parole he has 
“ ficc of our own fiinphcity and “ given [ 1 ;.** 

“ Daxijh perfidy.” “ No,’*lay5 

* * ( t) Cr.WtX. /, ii. 
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cion that th,is matjr would be but of ihort duration. It fcH 
out lb i for fcarce were the Swedijh ambafl'adors gone before 
an ainbally arrived fronn RuJJia and Poland^ requiring his uta- 
jefty to enter info a league with them againft Eric king of 
Sweden, 

ERIC was at this time proclaiming the peace between him 
and Denmark. On advice, however, of the ambaflies arrived 
at Copenhagen, he dilpatchcd a faithful envoy to the czar of 
Mujeovy, od'ering to form an alliance with him againft iPtf- 
land ; but the projedt mifearried. He wanted to break the 
confederacy which he faw forming againft him ; and wa$ 
greatly furprilcd to hnd that Frederick had declined giving any 
anfwcr to the propofitions made by the courts of Mfeow and 
Cracow, until he had firft founded his inrentions by one of 
council. Frederick had indeed fent Cauftz Ufefeld to Stockholm 
with this view, and likewife to remove any fulpicions which 
Eric might entertain rcfpedliiig the amballies. Ufefeld con- 
clu 61 ed himfcif like a true politician: he a/Iured Eric of his 
matter’s inviolable regard to the late treaty between them ; 
and iniinuated himfeif fo artfully into the confidence of the 
Svjcdijh monarch, that all his doubts vanifhed, and he repofed 
fo much in FiedericPs promifes, that he demanded a fafe con¬ 
voy through his dominions ^or ^bailaduis he propofzd fend¬ 
ing into G’tvwMwy. ‘ 

'The intention of this ambaflj' Okeited the jcaloufy of Fre~ 
iltrick, and he accordingly ordered the SwediJh minifters to be 
fcizcd, and all their papers examined ; which might be looked 
upon as the firft direct fignai of amidft all the friendly 
piofcllions of the two kings. Both Tides in'mediatcly prepared 
for war, and the firft hoftilities commenced about the begin¬ 
ning of the year 1563. The provinces of Holland and 
JilAing, but fil'pecially the ifle of Gothland, F-^lderick's preten- 
fions to the Stvcdijh crown, and the money lent by GuJIavus 
to Chrijlian 111 . were the real caufes of this war, though va¬ 
rious other pretexts were ufed by both Tides. A rivalftiip in 
commerce and power, and Tome advantages which Fiedertck 
had gained in Finland, during the late invafion of that pro¬ 
vince by the AJufeovites, all contributed in efteiHiing a rup¬ 
ture ’’ 

'Fhe city of Luheck did not fail of embracing this occafion 
of revenging tbemfelves on Sweden, for tthe many reftridfiona, 
laid on their trade. 'Fhey fent ambattiidors to Copenhagen^ 
concluded a treaty with the king, and joined his fleet with a 
fquadron. Soon after this the fleets of the two kingdoms met. 


» PuFFEKD. t. W p. 123. CHYTRiCI CKtOQ. p. IO4. 
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at^ entered upon a (harp engagement; in which the DamsTbe Da- 
• were woiftcd, and their admiral Jncsb li^dtenhuiffn madcnirti pet 
prifoncr^ The admiral had the priiiccJs ot/////# on 

board i and would have declined engaging, had he nof been 
in a manner compelled to ^ by the Dane^ who foon received 
rhejiiM reward of his temerity (A). 

Notwithstan'ding the hrrt dedgns were broached in 
(he cabinet, and the advantage gained lately by/fMV's * 
fleet; ytt was he deterred from the war by the vail prepara¬ 
tions he faw in Denmark^ and the formidable alliance con¬ 
cluded between/vWmV/, the c/ar, and king of Pc/uw*/, not 
to mention the city of Lttheck^ and fcveral of the liaTtfe-towns. 

No fijoner had the prince of;irui elector of of¬ 

fered their mediation, than he difpatchcd J'ihn GylUtyliern 
and his fact etary Knulf n to (fopen/ut^efiy to coniplain of the 
attack made on his fleet in time of full |iracT, to protcfl againft 
this iiifradion of the late treaty, to offer an cxcliangt* of pri- 
foners, and endeavour to terminate all the diflVrcnces between 
the two nations in an amicable manner. }jut little fatisfaiffion 
was to be expected from Predetuk^ who had n«fw in pay an 
army of J^irty-cight thoufatid^itjfantty, a confiderabie body of 
horf'e, and a ftrong fleet, btifidout^ic fquadron. 'I'hc 

smbafladors returned withc^tt obtaining any redrefs, or even 
any anfwer to their rcmonftranrts; and thcy.were foon fol¬ 
lowed by a heraM, whom Frederick had fent to declare war at 
Stockholm againfl Eric. would be difficult decide who 
was the aggreflbr. Erics ambitious dcflpns firff excited Fre- 
jcaloufy, aiul made him arreft his ambafliidors, con¬ 
trary to the faith of the fafe-condu£t granted them. The 
Dmip admiral tijpxt affacked the Sy^edTp fleer, and wa$ de¬ 
feated, before any declaration of war. Eric then dcfired xp^^ricdepee 
terminate their difputcs amicably; but Danip monarch 
was now too deeply engaged to admit of any decifion, 
that made by the fword. Such was the beginning of a war 
that continued for the fpace of nine years. 

FREDERICK took the field, and encamped before Elfi- A. D. 

burg’t the garriibn of which he endeavoured to gain over by 15^3 • 

• 

^ A) We have here copied the fame writer fays, that the land- 
P'aaijh hiflorians, though Puf- grave offered his mediation to 
fendorp exprefly fays, that the elfablilh peapg between the 
fleet returned from Ger/nary crowns of Denmark and Sweden^ 
widiont the princefs, the land* and was accepted in quality of 
grave decliqjing the marriage to mediator (1). 
a more feafonabie .ccclfion. The 

( 1 ) Pufftnd, HijI. V. f. 
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prefents and promifes ; but meeting with no fuccefs, he k^ft 
troops to bcficgt it, and entered with the main body intq ' 
lyejiGothland^ where he conimitted terrible ravages^; while 
his fleet was fubjc«Sling the podr inhabitants of Oeland to all 
the horrors of war. He tliil everything in his power to draw 
Eric on to a battle; but that prince contented hinifelf with 
encamping advantageoufly, and harrafling the Dnr.ijh army 
with his di'tachnH’nts. As foon as the town of Elfsburg fur- 
icndcrcd, FtetUti^k placed a good garrifon in it, and flniihcd 
his <^perari.>(iN ior the campaign, the feverity of the approach¬ 
ing wink<-r obliging him to put his troops in quarters. 

I'HJi wTnur was employed in negotiations for a peace, fet 
on foot bv the prince of //'p/c and elector of SaxsKy. A con- 
grefb W.IS appointed, at wliich amb.iliudors from almoft all the 
Ger/run piinccs atul northern poweis attetidcd ; butrt came to 
nothing, as no commdiioners on the part of Sweden appeared. 
/TrA, in bis turn, had no inclination to peace. His army was 
now cqyal if not inperior \o Frederick's., his fleet was formid¬ 
able, and he rclolved to try the ifliie of another campaign. 
He (uon had rLMion to repent thiS refolution ; his admiral was 
met, defeated, and above half his fleet dcflroycd by ^hc Danes 
Luheiiers. cndeav3:.red to revenge this dil'grace by 

a defeent which he made on Soi^vay., where he took Dront^ 
hcinit and the ^itudc 1 Stcfitwyli-kholm. lihc Swidijh w'riters 
fay it was only a dct.ichment from Eric's army that entered 
Kottuayx and'diis is the more prol^ble from the facility with 
which the viceroy drove them out, on. receiving a fmall rein¬ 
forcement from Ihumarh. ' . 

FREDERICK fent deputies to the hanfc-towns, requiring 
of them nov,tu fupply Sweden with mifltaiy {[tyesj but he re¬ 
ceived no other anfwer than that, as he had be<!un a war 
without .any apparent neoeffity, the hanfe-cities were certainly 
at liberty to piofit by it. The king was irritated at this reply : 
be knew' that Sweden., deprived of this commerce, muft loon 
fink under the weight of a war that required fuch fleets and 
armies. He refolvcd therefore to compel Stralfund in parti¬ 
cular, from whence Etic drew' the greater part of ill his flores, 
to fubmit to his pnrpofcs. With this view he cave \jrders for 
a fquadron to cruize, for the whole ye.^, within light of that 
city. The project fuccccded, until Eiic^ having notice of 
this ilation. orelered a fquaJrod of forty-eight fbips of war to 
fall upon the Danes., unprepared. The acVion was hot and 
bloody ; and the Dan'Jh admiral behaved fo well, that, though 
greatly inferior in number and llrengthof (hips,*he brought 
pff his whole fquadron'with inconfidcrable lofs, maintALoiailt^ 
^running fight, and bearing th« brunt, of the batj^witfi'bis 

own 
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own fhip, until all the others were out of danger He took 
{)%'lter in Gr'ipfwaldy whither the Swedijh admiral would have 
pjrfueJ him j but the duke of Pomerania^ ^'ho was pcrfc^ly 
ncutrah prevented him, diHymed the Danijh fhips» and kept 
peflTeflion of them until the end of the war. 

For a little time thc€w£d!/h admiral feoured the fea with TJ^t 
impunity, and took leveral piizes in fight Copenhageny be- Swedes 
fore the DaniJJ} grand fleet was ready to put to fea. At lalf mafttrs at 
the ’Lubak admiral having joined it, both fet fail in queft of/^fl. * 
the enemy, whom they met between Jf^ifmar and Rojlock, 
fitrc an engagement begun, which continued with the utmoft Ahlvuty 
fury for three day?, both f«des feeming determined* to perifh 
or conquer. Incredible acts of valour arc rclateu of the Am- wtvir. 
hc^k and Danift) admirals by their hiilorians ; and Swedijh 
writers i^re no lefs liberal in ^heir praifes of their own country¬ 
men. On the one fide they afTcrt, that the Danijh admiral 
was taken on the third day of the battle, after having loft 
above five hundred men of the crew of his own 0iip j and on 
the other, it is not denied but he withdrew from the engage¬ 
ment. Certain indeed it that the Swedes remained mafters 
at fea for the remainder of the year, and ftiade a defeent 
on thos ifland Alona, from whence they carried off great 
booty (A). * ^ 

AVhile the fleets were thus employed on the ocean, the 
two kings At the head of thtnr armies overflowed the land 
with blood, and waged a moft cruel v/ar. Towns wercfacked, 
burnt, and the inhabitjAits put to the fword f whole provinces 
were laid defoliite, and every fentiment of humanity loft 
*amidft the horrid tumult of ambition and war. Eric invaded 
Schanen and Bleking^ where he committed dreadful ravages ; 
and F;v</enrX*«retaliated by carrying all before him, like a 
whirlwind, in Smallandia. The Swedes laid fiege to Elfsburg^ 
and the Danes obliged them to raife it: upon which Eric 
vented his rage againft Wardehurgy and, after giving the firft 
aflault, retired to iVeJi Gothland to wait the event of the 
iiege, which he left to be carried on by his generals; a refo- 
lution that greatly hurt his reputation, and gave his fubjeds 
i:ooai to tall his courage in queftion. Duke Charles then con- 

( A) PmffendorffydiA relating owned the accounts are fb va- 
the tranfaCUons of this year, rinus and oppolite, that it is 
takes notice of two fea-fights, difficult, at^hts difiance of time, 
in ohe of which the Danifo ad- to afeertain the truth; erpectally 
miral was defeated, and in the as Puffendorffy as well as other 
other tJkcn. - AU other bifto- hiftorians, has been very negli- 
nans mention only one engage* gent with refpeft to dates. 

' >^ntj>\and indeed it be 
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dufled the Hege with fuch vigour, that, after an ohftinate d|^ 
pute in breach fqr five hours, the town and citadel furrenr 
dcred; upon which the army marched oS to join the king. 

Os their retreat the Danes Ibid fiege to the place, with 
intention to become mafters of it before the fortifications 
were repaired. This drew on a battle between the two ar¬ 
mies, at which Eric commanded in perfon. He had marched 
to (he relief of TVardebur^^ and Daniel Rantzaw, having ad¬ 
vice of his approach, marched out of his lines to give hint 
battle. His majefly confiding in numbers, quitted an advan¬ 
tageous port which he poflefled, charged the Danes in a nar¬ 
row path* Tvhere he could not extend his flanks, and was 
defeated with the lofs of feven thoufmd men, together with 
all his artillery; a vidlory that coft the Danes exceedingly 
dear, and left them little to boaO, except the glory («f having 
kept the field. Befidcs a great number of private men and 
officers, no lefs than fity noblemen of diflindlion were flain, 
and fcarce a great family in Denmark but mourned for the 
lofs of a foil, hufband, brother, or near relation. 

The war became (b bloody, that mod: of the neighbour¬ 
ing powers offered their good offices to accommodate matters, 
anil even the emperor wrofe ff) the kings, exhoiting them 
to put an end to their quarrel, whi^h would foon bring ruin 
on both kingdoms, if purfued*with fuch animofity. All rc- 
monftrances on tnis head were vain ; neither prince had yet 
fatiated their ambition or refentment. and it was determined 
by both to profecute the lyar for another campaign, which 
might poffibly produce fompthing decifive. *rhey did fo ; bu^ 
the fuccefs was doubtful. Denmark was rudely handled by 
fea, and Sweden defeated by land ; but the lofs^f the former 
was owin^ to a furious temped, and of the latter to an epi¬ 
demical diibrder in the army, which had greatly weakened 
The two fleets engaged on the coad of Qeland\ but were 
feparated by a dorm that drove the Davdjh admiral, and fe¬ 
ven of the larged fhips pn the rocks, with the lofs of ninp 
thoufand men (A); whcfcas the enepiy cfcaped and got fafe 
into port, all except one fliip which foundered at fea. 

Notwithstanding the contagious didempev that 
reigned in the Swedijk army, Eric laid fiege to Hebs^odt^ 
and ed^ed a breach in the w’all; upon*which the garriffip 
deipanded q parl^, and obtained a fufpenfion of arms for 

(A) From this and a number crowded them with men. Iq 
of other circumllances, we may one place wc,read of a»<hip that 
conclude, that the l^ants eisher mounted two hundred pieces qf 
built t^ir (liips very large, or cannon. 
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days, to deliberate on the conditions of furrendcr. The 
^arrifon made ufe of this delay to acquaint t|e Danijh general 
of their fituation, who immediately marched to give battle 
to Ericy and obliged him to Aiile the fiege rather chan hazard 
an engagement with fuperior forces. 

ERI&% credulity was alfo the oepaHon of another confidcr- 
abic advantage xo Denmark. Ennon Brureck aitived at 

his Qimp, and pailcd for a perfon of the hrd diiVintSlion in 
Norway. He perfuaded the king chat the Norwr^ianSy tired 
of the Danijh yoke, had determined to revolt, and lent him 
to treat with his majdly about the crown of that kingdom; 

Eric gave an attentive car to the Norwegian's foofhiog dif-v 
courfe, and determined to fupport the people by a powerful 
diverfion in favour of their ini'urrecfion. Accordingly he or- 
dered a Ivgc body of troops tohle off and march lor Norwayy 
through unfrequented paths, in order to avoid giving 
alarm, or failing in with the Danijh forces. This march was^” ^ 
perhaps one of the moft arduous that had ever been attempted,’^ 
through thick forefts and craggy Ifecp mountains, without any 
other guide than the lights of the firmament. length how¬ 
ever the corps arrived in the country of Hedemarchy took 
the furtrefs of Hanmerjhujj^y q^nfinued their routcj and laid 
Jiege to Aggerhui ; but were forced to remain idle before the 
wails for want of artillery. When their cannon arrived they 
began to batter in breach ; but h was rheiT too late ; the 
Datvjh forces were aflembled, and on their niprch fo fecretly 
and expeditioufly, that fftey attacked the befiegers quite un* 
pjreparad, drove tiifTin from their works, flew a great num¬ 
ber, and obliged the reff to fave themfelves in the foreff. 

In this mannc|^ended> the expedition into Norway^ and the 
military operations of the year, which upon the ^ole feemed 
to terminate rather to the advantage of king Eredericky aa 
he experienced no other Ioffes than chofc which his admiral 
fuftained in combating the elements. 

This year a difpute arofe between the king and the dukes 
of Hotjleiny about the dutchy of Sfefwuky that eternal hone 
of contentipn when difmembered from the crown. His ma- 
jefty infilled that the dukes were in all refpedls his vallals j 
and they on the contrary affirmed, that Sl^iek was given ci.?^ vj- 
them as a free and "hereditary dutchy. Many conferences * 
were held on the fubjedl; but nothing wa; decided before 
the year 1580, when it was agreed that his majefly ihould, 

'[^iihin the fpace of a year and day, inveft Adolpheuy the fur- 
viving briber, wi^ the dutchy of Slejwick as an hereditary 
^ef, and that he fhouM in return take an oath of adle- 
Wa'i^, ^^d do homage at a true 
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While Sweden torn with donieftic faflions, zDaniJIt 
armVf coiiuiidiKl^ by Danul R.ntitzMWy cnteicd the provi/fce 
of Smdltindia, and laid all v».vilc with Hre and fword. After 
Uyin.; the whole deibhuc, heipailcd by ihiiveden ioJVeJl- 
GothUnly where he reJuetJ fhe luwvn oi iP'odjhua to afhes. 
Lindhpmg, Sundirk:p'ng^ and niafty orlier cities Uiftcrcd the 
fame Jate bet’oie the Swdijh army could be drawn together in 
one body. At length hovve^^cr Eru committed the charge of 
his army to Peter Brt:hc and Hr^iKj'ihiLi Bielke, with orders 
to oppole the lafthcr progrefs of the enemy. 7'hey marched 
accordingly to N'trh)'^ and incamped in a poft covered on 
three iidtsi^by the river, and on the fouitli by marHies and 
woody ground. I'hc ihcngih of this htuation lulled them 
into a fatal fecuiity 4 they were I'lirpMled at day-break by the 
vigilant who uttacki'd inun with incredible fury, 

and obtained a moft conipiete viitoiy, with very little lots 
on his own lide. 'I'he Danes got prodigious booty, a great 
number of prifoncrs, and all ilie cannon and llores of the 
enemy 4 after which Rantzaw propolcd returning to /)<■«- 
. mark : but king^n'e in perfon determined to oppole him with 
a confiderable army under hu command, marching with that 
Swedes view to Ebeji3^ through wniiith the Danes weie to (iafs. By 
defeated. ^ forced march however Rdntzaw got before him, defeated. 
A. 13. BleUe a fecond time, w’ho .by iif ambufli in Filjhult^ to re- 
15G8. venge his defeat at AWjiy, took him ptiibncr, together with 
Steen Banner^ another otiicer of dilUiiction. Rantzaiv then 
marched along the coails over the hv, and at laif arrived in 
Denmark^ loaded with fpoils and covered «»iih glory. 

The civil wars breaking out again in Sweden j prevented 
the return of ihc Danijlj army in tb<{ fpiing. Duke 
and the kind’s other brothers, who were at •fnc head of the 
rebellion, diipatched an envoy to Copenhagen.^ to demand a 
truce for fi.K months, on terms Co advantageous to Frederick^ 
that he confented. So (Ircnuoufly had the malcontents 
exerted themfelves during this refpitc, that they depofed Eric^ 
placed his brother John on the throne, and fent ambaHiidors 
to Denmark to procure a prolongation of the trucg, or if pof- 
Peaeenmh^^^^^ to conclude a folid peace. Accordingly tcrpis were 
Sweden. Ro/ehild, as advantageous to Frederick as they were 

burthenfome and oppreflivc to Sweden. •Among other articles 
it was (Hpulatec^ that y^hn iliould pay the Danijh troops for 
the whole time of the truce; that he fhould reftore all the 
Dantfh Ihips made prize during the courfc of the war ; that 
be ibouid furrender yemptlundt Oejl/y Sennebergt lostaila, 
HapJdU Lode^ and Wdiberg^ and cede all claim to Norway, 
•the tile of Gothland^ Sebo.neit^ Jtlaliandy and Bltkl'y^ 
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iill^wife agreed, that Frederick ftiould be fuffered to quarter 
the arms of Denmark ; and that John fljould pay to the city 
of Lube^k the old debt due from Gujiuvus^ and indemnify 
the regency in their, lodes in^the courfc of the war. 

It was not poffiblc tjjat a peace fo injurious to Swedm 
could be of long duration. Jt was immediately pretended 
there, that the ariibaiTiidors had exceeded their inilru£tions; 
for tJiat reafon they were ill received at their return, and the ^ 
whole nation determined rather to profecute the war, than 
ratify fo oppreflivc a treaty, yohn made frefh overtures, 
and Frederick refufed all new propofitions. Accordingly tllc 
war was renewed, with more animofity than t^'er. iVtir- raieived, 
deberg was befieged by the DaneSy and ftoutly defended by A. D. 
the garrifon, but at length forced to furrender, after the brave 1569.. 
Kiint&aim had loft his life Iflttforc it. The Swedes invaded 
Schaneriy and the Danes retaliated by carrying defoJation and 
all the horrors of war into IFeJi-Gsthlaud. However, as 
thefe expeditions produced nothing decifive, and were equally 
ruinous to both nations, Frederick confented to the negotia¬ 
tion propofeJ, and the means of eftabliftiing poace on a folid 
and laijing found.ition. 

WiiJLE the treaty of peac«uwas in agitation, LivontOy al- 
■ ways the theatre of war,, determined to throw off its allegi¬ 
ance to Muf.ovitesy jPo/frf*and' 5 zn^^//’j,^alI of whom had 
claims upon this province. The defign of the inhabitants was 
to put themft Ives un^r the protedtion of (he dulcc of Hol- 
jlciriy who ftiouli^takc the title of king of Livonia. 7 'hey A. D, 
.had always expreffed great affedtion for the Germans, and 1570. 
now promifsd rhemfelvcs a golden age, under a fovereign Duke of 
of that counj^y. 'f he ndiion was perfedlly agreeable to the Holftein 
duke's ambl-.ion ; his nephew the king of Deninark not only king 
confirmed him in thefe fentiments, but fent an ambaffador to Idvo- 
thc czar to treat ferioufly of the aftair. The ambaffy fuc- , 
ceeded, Magnus duke of H'AJlein vifited the court of Mof 
cewy was received there with all the honours due to majefty, 
acknowledged king of Lvuonkty on condition that he paid a 
certain Iribute to the czar; and it was farther agreed, that 
it flKj^ld remain hereditary in the male line of hi'i family, or 
in failure of iduedevolve on the duke of Thljh.in ox king 
of Denmark for the time being, and never revert to the czar. 
Immediately the Mujenviies and Danes jained to drive the 
Swedes out of the country ; and the former immediately 
laid fiqge to Revel. This it was that induced to haden 
the pc^e with Denmark, Ke faw himfelf prefted on the one 
, fide by the czar, and on the othbr by Frederick. He fent 
tnftruli\ions th^refo^e to his ainbaftadors immediately to fign 

, a treaty 
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f>terenu!tJb ^ treaty With Denmark^ on the beft conditions they coi^M 
Sweden, obtain. The chief articles agreed to by both Tides were, that 
'John (hould rcTign all pretenfions to Norway^ Schenertt HaU 
landi BUking^ femptlandy and MfrmdalUn ; that the' Danet 
(hould reftore Elftburg on the one hand, and the Stvedes eight 
iliips which they had t^ken, on the other; that his Swedijh 
ipajcfty (hould pay to Frederick the Turn of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand crowns, to indemnify him in the expenccs of a 
(landing army kept during the truce concluded with him, 
while he was only duke ; and that (he affairs of Livonia^ and his 
Danijh majefty’s bearing the arms of Sweden^ (hould be de¬ 
ferred to S future occafion. Their majefties, to render this 
peace the more duiable, fubje£led the party who (hould in¬ 
fringe it, tp a penalty of a million of gold. 

A. D. FREDERICK did not content himfclf with havirig pro- 
1572. cured an andvantageous and folid peace to his fubjedts; he 
laboured to infurc their happinefs by cftabiifhing the fuccef- 
Tion. With this view he married the princefs Sophia^ daugh-> 
ter of Ulric duke of Mecklenburg. The ceremony of his nup¬ 
tials was performed at Copenhagen i befidcs which nothing 
confidcrable occured for this or the preceding year, except 
the death of Dorothea^ widoty of Chrijlian 111 . and th% gicat 
difpute between the dgkp of lialflein and town of Hamburgh 
which does not immediately f&lj in with this part of our hif- 
tory, though the Danijh monarch bore a confidcrable (hare 
jn that bufinefs. We cannot however avoid taking notice 
of a quarrel between the duke of Mecklenburg and city of 
Hamburgh which obliged Frederick to cqUip a fleet, that^ 
blocked up Rejiock by fca, while the duke's forces beficged it 
by land ; and likewifc to feize ujjon all the merchantmen. 
But this alfair' was fopn terminated, and Livhnia remained 
alone the only caufc why Frederick did not enjoy profound 
peace. 

A. B. FREDERICK kept a lieutenant in Lhonia, and the czar 
I$75* an army, who committed horrible cruelties. Differences 
arofe between the generals; the king remonllrated, and the 
czar excufed himfelf, without redreffing the complaints. Mat<r 
ters were at laft carried pretty high ; but his Danjjh mnjefly 
chofe rather to terminate the difpute by negotiations, than 
enter upon a war with this rude and potent nation. 

From this tim^ to the year 1502, nothing memorable 
occurred, unlpfs wt reckon a folemn ambafly from England^ 
with the order of the Garter fent by queen Elizabeth to his 
A. D. Dani/h majeily, a tranfa^lion worth recording. It U^as the 
year following that feveraV co.Timercial powers bsgan to com¬ 
plain of the duties c:>g!\ed in t^ie Sound. I'he Bnglijb^, 
3 Dutch'^ 
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Dutchi LuhcJters^ and all the hanfe-towns, remonfirated 
againft this cxa^ion, as arbitrary and a difcouragemeiit to 
tHtde. The hanfe-towna carried their grievances before the 
emperor j and the king, to ftiew that he dit) not acknowledge 
the imperial authority, ordered the duties on all their fhius to tommeraal 
be doubled ; a punifhmcnt wnich, however, was but of (hort 
duration. On their fubrwfBon he revoked thofc laft inftruc- 
lions, and put the Lubeck traders on the fame footing as other 
nations, l olicy led him to this condefecnfion j for he had 
formed a defign of reducing R*pck \ and the fear left the Lu- 
beckers might interpofe, determined him upon keeping mea- 

fures with them. , 

This year the dutchy of Cawr/ani reverted to tpe crown 
of Denmark^ by the death of Magnus^ duke df Hsf/hm^ 
without iffue. It occafioncd difputcs between the king of 
Poland and his Damjh majefty, which both confented to leave 
to the arbitration of George-P ederick^ duke of Prujfta. This 
politic prince turned the negotiation to his own advantage. 

He propofed, that the dutchy in difputc (hould remain in his 
hands ; that his Danijh majefty would reft fatisfied with the 
fum of thirty thoufand foathimt^ paid to him as an equiva¬ 
lent; and that his PoUjh majefty fhould acqaicfcc in the 
dutchic% being left in truft with the duke of Prujfta, He 
fuccccded in all, and in this manner became poftelled of a 
• province which fairly belonged to the crown of Denmark \ the 
only inftance perhaps where was ovjr-reached in po¬ 

litics. This year it was that a treaty of marriage was fet on A. D. 
foot between the young king of Scotland^ yamesWl. and a 1588. 
princefsof Denmark which was fruftralcd for a long time by 
she intrif’'ucs of queen Eli'^beth^ as we fliall lee in its proper 
place. Several other ambaflics on various occafions arrived 
it 6>ptf«%r«,ajvhiclffliew nothing more than that his Danijh 
majefty began to intereft himfclf more in the politics of Eu- 
rapes than his predeceflbrs had done. Frederick had indeed, n s dentk 
for feveral years, preferved his kingdom in peace, rendered andfba- 
his commerce flouriOiing, and his counfcls rcfpeaablc. In 
the year 1558 he was attacked by a diftemper, which daily 
encreafed, and at laft carried him ofF in the fifty-fourth year 
of his agef and twenty-ninth of bis reign. 

FREDERICK was a prince, refpeaed at leaft as much as 
any of his predecefibr^. To an undaunted courage, deep pe¬ 
netration, and great ftability of fentiment, he joined a mag¬ 
nificence that caft a luftreon all his aaions) nor was he left 
remarkably diftinguiflicd for the qualities of the heart. His 
great tepdernefs and affcaion for his fubjeas gained their 

love, and bis abiSties fccured thcii cftccm. He always ex- 

preileo 
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preflcd the utmoft regard to juftice, and tven dirc^^ 
his conduct by the ditlaces of equity. He avoided war 
nicicsy to free his country from the confequent troubles; aSid 
becaufe his the cabinet procured all the advantages 

he could expcdl from the fwor<|. In a woid, his public and 
piivate character equally merit admiration, and to be tranf- 
inittcd as an example to po*I(.rity, bow much lijc condudi of 
an individual can influence the counfels, not only ot one na¬ 
tion but of all the ncighbourin:; powers, fecure the felicity 
• of kingdoms, and beftow the bleflings of peace and tranquil¬ 

lity upon millions, whofc well-being depends upon the wifdom 
of tlieir governors 

* " C H R I S r I A N IV, 

Chriftlan Immf.diatfly after the interment oi Fieri,rlc^ his fori 
IV. ele .'■IcdChri/lim W . then but eleven ^'tars ot age, w'as p|;pc!aimcd 
ting, and king of Dfftmark ‘MmIL Nonvay^ ami four regents appointed to 
a reareftcy hold the rems of authority during his minority, Astheking- 
appointtJ. dom had for fcveral years enjoyed profound peace, the regency 
was in no danger of being now diflurbed with tiic nolle and 
tumults of war ; and it greatly cncrcafed their I'ecurity, that 
the domeflic f'adlions in Sweden picvcntcd that nation from 
refufning the alVair of Liv^fud^ and other fubjedls which had 
lon^ been the occafion of^ dilfciciiccs between the two 
crowns. •> 

For fcveral years the chief care of the regency was to 
attend to the education of the young monaich, whofc pro- 
mifing qualities every day unfolded tlKmfclves to the great joy 
of his fubjeiEls, Mafters were procured iiP’Sill the diii'erent ac- 
complilhmcnts of mind and body, from Cffmaily^ France^ 
His pro- England., and the politell courts in Chriflian more 

than anlwered expei^ation; he not only w'as alfie to anfwer all 
litiis. the ambafl’adors in their feveral languages, but to write out 
inflrui5liou>> with his own hand to his miniflcrs, at an age when 
other princes receive praife for writing a common letter of 
compliment. He was perfedly (killed in all the manly cxcr- 
eifes, and took great delight in exhibiting liis adioitneis to 
the people. In a word, when he arrived at a proper age to 
take upon him the weight of government, he pcifc<f4ly un- 
derlluod the true interelf of his fubje^ls, and diie^Ud all his 
views CO promote this end. Nor did He confine his politics 
wholly to the gpod of Denmark ; he extended them todif- 

• Vid. CuYTRaEi Chron. PaCim. Puffend Hill. I. i, p. 2 . 
Des Roi.h. t. V. fub vit. Fred. Loc. llill.^fub hoct^^eg. cum 
XDuUis ahis. 

anc 
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tint countrid, and laboured affiduonfly to cftablifli the peace 
of Europ^y in order to flop the rapid proj^refs of the Tur^, 
kfthe year 1596 he married Anna-Cathcrin^ daughter to the 
eleSor of Brandenburgs which is the only occinrcncc in the 
D(ir,';lh*zr,irjX% thatnieiits nofcc, iinril about the year 
when a coldncfs, under the exterior of cfleent and rrieudUiip, 
begun to diicovcr itfclf between the n>onarchs of Dcr.mutk 
and Siveden 

CHRISTIAN could not forget that his anceflors had for- ^ 
merly worn tire crown of Sweden, and i^harta IV. beheld ji'' 
with uneafinefs jo many fair provinces, u iiieh he looked upon 
as fiefs of his crown, in the hands of the king of Ihr.jnari* 

This mutual jcalouly occafioned reciprocal complaiiH% and up- 
braidings, which at laft terminated in a war j for which both 
parties were prepared with fpccioui pretexts. Charles had af- 
fumed the title of king of Le^dand^ which gave great ojfencc 
to FrederUk, who looked upon it as a dependence on Norivay. 

In all his declarations againfl Smeden, this was mentioned as 
a principal grievance, and ulbd as one of the Urongcll rcafons 
for the war that enfued in the year 1611, and begun by the p 
fiege of Calmar. His Danljl^ majefty lat down with a power- 16- ’ 

ful army before this city in the month of May^ attacked it ' 

with grAit vigour, and was received with equal courage. Bat- Chrillian 
tcrics of heavy cannon were eftflcd and played with fo much take\the 
' /ticccfs, that a breach was etfeclc^on the twenty-fevemh, upon (‘fy C'al- 
which the town was ftormetf, taken, and*1110 inhabitants, 
without ditlinifion of age or fex, put to the fword. Rys firgeso 

The city was no Woner taken than ChnjUan inverted the *heciiadcl, 
citadel, which he^Stficged for two months, during which time 
Sv variety of tranfa£tions parted between the two nations. His 
Danijh majefty had ^Jeft the command of the army to Lucas 
Crabber and \lfcs gone to Copenhagen but a fe^ days before 
* Charles, with an army of fixtecn thoufand men, encamped at 
a little diftance from Calmar, cftVii'd battle, fought and de¬ 
feated thegeneral, and railed the fiege. His fuccefs 77,francs 
here vvas foon followed by the furpiilal of Chtijiianjiadt ; the djvuted. 
lofs of which town gave a fenl»blc uneallncjs to the Damjh 
monarch. 

CTJl/l/^TIAN foon retrieved Ids lifles, hy fevcral little ad¬ 
vantages by fea and land gained over the enemy, which fo cn- 
fpirited his army, that the liege of the citadel of Calmar was 
refumed, and the garri'b.n forced to furrender, Ic was fup-'/'/v f/.W / 
^feJ indeed, that the SiveJiJh governor was corrupted, as he farrtmtt’n. 
wanted neither men, ammunition, noi prcvilion, when the ca- 
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pitulation was figned. Bwkholm^ and the i(&: of QtUmi% 
yielded Toon after to the DaHifl>ztm% \ and fo man^ other ad- 
King ef vantages followe^ that Charles, incenfed at the reiterated dif- 
bweden graces he had fuifained, fent a challenge to Chrifl'tan in terms 
the moft opprobrious he could ^evife, which the Danijh king 
declined with an air of contempt, that is fuppofed to have 
^combat ^o*‘****ed the days of bis Swedi/kmzyt^y, by encreafing a 
malady, with which he had for fome time been afflided 
Guftavus adtelTion of the great Gufurvus Adulphus to the 

A'ddJphus throne of Swtden, fortune would feem to have forfaken Chrif- 
tenia to tiart. There appeared an immediate change in the face of 
the crexvn a^.tiis ; the Danes were chafed out of Oeland and Borkkslm^ 
^'Sweden, and their army reduced to fuch (Iraits, that the foldiers dir-<> 
and ejeiij banded themfelves, and left their officers tooppofe the enemy. 
achangein HAPPILY for CAryhtfn the king was greatly em- 

ibejacetf barrali'ed with the Mufevuites, which prevented his giving bis 
ajairs. vvhole attention to the war wit^l fic made ufeof 

this favourable opportunity, retrieved in fome meafure the ho<* 
nour of his arms, and, after feveral little advantages, was ena« 
Peace l>lcd to conclude a peace upon equal terms, through the me- 
WMSwe- dtation of the king of England, about the year 16J3. By this 
deh. peace he reftr^red the city of Cahnqr, the iOc of Oeland, and 
A. D. fortrefs of Rljby, but retainfid Elfjburg, until his Swedijh ma- 
1613. jefty (liould redeem it, by paying a million of crowns ftipu- 
iated in the treaty. 

During the ..late war the duties of the Sound were greatly 
augmented, and the Dutch and hanfe-towns waited with im¬ 
patience for a jpeace, which they wt^e in hopes would re¬ 
duce them to the old ftandard. Finding hruyever their expec¬ 
tations difappointed, th^ remonftrated carneftly to the court 
of Denmark ; and the Lubeckers, in particular, carried their 
complaints before the emperor. Finding that h,!'* imperial ma- 
jefty declined inteifering, they ftrock up a league with the * 
Hollanders, in defence of the freedom of navigation, which 
produced a treaty of alliance between the courts of Copenha¬ 
gen and Madrid, Upon this remonftrances grew warmer, and 
every thing was tending to an open rupture, when Frederick^ 
to avoid the confequences of a war with a republic now 
grown formidable, confented to IrdTen the duties, <Rit of the 
great friendlhip and refped); which he bore to the dates dz Hoi* 
land, as the treaty exprefled it. • 

A. D. Denmark enjoyed perfe£) tranquility, and 

,1614.* ^‘hrifiian gave fuCh attention and encouragement tj trader 
that the commerce carried on by his fubjedu began lo excite 
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tlMi icaloufjr neighbouring powers. Gu/iavus entertained 
fenfs, that |lrotperity and wealth would excite Chrijimn to 
fre/h entcfp'rwces againft Swgtien^ while he ww encumbered bjr 
a war With Rjuffta^ To preve^ a rupture^ which could not fail 
of proving inconvenient at this time, he aiftduouily cultivated 
the frtendlhip uf the DaniJ^ monarch, and even proceeded fo ' 
far in his advances, as to demand an interview, which was 
granted, on the fionticrs . 

A ? this meeting the two monarebs expreffed the utmoft ef- * 

teem for each other; ati<i as a teftimony of his regard, Gufta* 
nju$ paid the money flipulated by the laii treaty, and Chrijlia\ 
rcllored FJf$burg. « 

No ambitious fentiments, no jealcufy Ctr refentmenc againft A. H. 
any ncighbouVing power, dedruyed the peace of Denmark for ibai* 
aferiesof years. Uiidcrawiie monarch, who knew how to 
proBc by the opportunity* t?ijoyed all the felicity that peace 
and good government coAd give. At length, however, the 
affairs of the empire began to mix with the cnunfels of his 
Danijh majefl'v, and he loon found himfclf plunged into an 
alliance that was productive of great niifery to his dominions, 

Ac the town of Sigeberg^ in the year 1621, a treaty of al¬ 
liance w^ concluded between tliyir Britannic^ Damjh^ and 0 enmark 
majefties ; theele<£lorsP%/jV/rMr Bran 4 i'nhurg\ tnjoyspra^ 
dukes of Hol/iein^ Lunenburg^ Brunfwic.^ MeckUnhurgy and Joundtrm* 
Pomerama ; the ftates-general o^**Hallandt and all the Protef- quility for 
tanc princes in Loiver Saxony. 7 'hc object of this league is a/tries of 
variouHy related ; thou^ the mod probable o(linion is, that it^rorx. 
was intended to fuc^ipur the ele^or-palatine, to furnifh him 
with twenty thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, to drive 
Spinola out of his dominions. It is added, that his Danijh 
majeftv was chs^cd the league with fending aimagniftcent 
ambany to Pienna^ to befcech the emperor to revoke the im¬ 
perial ton, fulminated againft the elector palatine, and to rc- 
ilore that prince to ail hts honours and dignities, as the only 
means of rc*eftabli(hing the peace of the cmpi-e. To the 
fame purpofe he wrote a letter to Spinolay expeebing him to 
withdraw his forces out pf the PabtinoH* 


Near, two i^rs were cmifumed in negotMtions in favouf 
of this Bnhapfiy princey^en6'/'r^/»/»f perceiving that no¬ 
thing was to be exp^ted from amtodks, determined to ufe 
force, and reftore the eiectur by dint of Rr<os (A). He was 

ckofen 

^ PuFPEMD. I. J, p. a. 


A. t>. 
1623, 


(A) year it was that the ihii^ydery was pei^led by the 
new city of Prodtnekjladt upon fugitive Armenians from ihe AV- 
' Moo. Hist. Vol. XXXII.. Hh tbvUsidx^ 
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chofen bead of the league, and captain*general the ftMrai 
HtiichrfnQ^ 5 <jA'o«y, where troops were levied witl. all poHitle 
hsad Bf the expedition. Count 75 //)', the imperial general, wrote to the 
IVoicllant pfinccs and dates of the lower circle, exhorting them to re *’ 
firm in their obedience to the emperor ; and his Damflf 
majedy anfwered this letter, and other remonitranccs from the 
imperial court, by a writing addrefled to the emperor, declar¬ 
ing his reaiohs for taking aims. I'he banks of the IP'eftr be¬ 
came the theatic uf war, and the rendezvous of four great 
armies. It would be unnccciVary to relate the operations of 
tj^e campaign, as that has already been minutely done in the 
hidory of the empire. Sufficient it is, that the icing received 
a wound in the head by a fall from his horfe ; that he didin- 
guifhed his military abilities in his choice of a camp, which 
^ ■jj covered Neenburg, then bcfiegcd by Tilly, greatly didrefied 
1^,.' thebefiegets, and plentifuily fupplied his own army'j and the 
garrifon, with all manner of piovifwns. Tilly wzs forced to 
ry Of\ra- raifc the ficge ; the king fent detachments to harrafs his rear; 
tlcr.s in but the count being joined by IPaliejlein, turned the fcalcs, 
Cenijany. cut oiF all the out-parties of the army of the league, and 
particularly that commanded by the brave colonel Obtrntrmid^ 
who was killed. 

A. D. During the laft campaign no general engagement hap- 
1626. pened between the two armies, and the winter was fpent in ’ 
fruitlefs negotiations of peace. Early in the fpring his ma- 
jedy atVenibled his army at RcUetilmg : it was numerous, and 
made a fine apptarance, but unhappily compofed of newraifed 
recruits, with which he was to oppoTc 'wo veteran armies, 
commanded by four of the bed and mod experienced officers 
ill the world, it was therefore wifely determined not to ha¬ 
zard a battle, but to divide the enemy’s forcr, and carry the 
war into the heart of their country. A variety of manoeuvres 
were made by both ddes. Manfeld was defeated by the impe¬ 
rial general Wallcjhin, and the king at length drawn into an 
Chrillian engagement with count Tilly, in which he was equally unfor- 
dtftatedh tunate. His infantry was cut in pieces, above half bis of- 
ficers were killed and wounded, two thouftnd men taken 
prifoners in Lutur, and the king forced to i^tiake a retreat, 

thtrlaadi, at the invitation of granted d^ie fame privileges at 
the duke of IhlJftiH. The kings Glucbjfadt in and Ced* 

of Deamark and S^ede», iecing ^adt in Swdot, Lyth Woiuf^ 
the happy confequenceiof draw- places loon becauue .rich an4 
ing anumber of indudrioos fo- dourifhing, 
tcigners into their dominioin, 
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Hie liioft afiuous that is rccordcJ in hii'rury, wUh his ca- 
tUry \ ^ % 

Notwithstandinc; the great lofs be fiiftalncd in this 
retreat* it affli(Stcd him lefs Uilin ih^' news he uecivcil of count * 

Mansfei^i death, whom he regarded as the right hand of the 
Proteliantcaufe. Fiom lIRis time his affairs began to fj'l into 7 
difbrder; nor could his diligeutc, and the evemon of« 

his great abilities, retiiev'e them. Driven out of all the placis 
he poflofled in Lai'cr Siixcnyy he vt^as purfued into the cutclty 
of Holjiiin^ now become the theatre of war. Titly was no lids 
fuccclsful here than he had been in Sn\o>-y j and his €01)14111*1*1 
were more rapid, as he was now joined by bclosc 

whom every thing yielded. The Dnnc^ were driven fiom all 
their pofti and lortrefles, and of the whole Jutchy thcic re¬ 
mained only in the king’s hatds the towns of Rendiburg 
GluckJhJt ; 10 the latter of which he was forced to fet fne, 
after having thrown all the cannon into the fca. Rendibut^ 
met with the fame fate ; and the Impcrialills had now nothing 
tooppofc their pafliage into ’Jutland* 

CHRISTUM, inceiiied and alhamed of fuch^anifcld dif- //^ /^ 
graces, coUcfted his Whole force with a rcfolution to difpute ftatedaft- 
the fartMbr progrefs of the cnerny ^ but he was deferted by his condtim$. 
men, who were terrified with the very name of Tilly* In this 
fltuation the fenate began to ^prehend a revolution in the 
kingdom, from the general murmurings of flic people. Af- 
fembiing at Copenhagen, they wrote to the emperor, exhorting 
him to put an end to.thK, war, and uftng all the arguments in 
thdr power to prevaffT on him to withdraw Tilly from Denmark, 
where he was making terrible ravages. They demanded, as 
the ieaft favour the^could expert from his impetul majeffy 
from the antieift regard and friendfhip betweea the houfe of 
Aujlria and the ftates of DenrAark, that he would grant a fuf' 
penfion of arms in Jutland, in order to negotiate a general 
peace. Finally, they engaged to prevail on his Danifli nia- 
j^fiy to accept of reafonablc terms, and requeffed, that the 
emperor would fend commlOioners to any place he would 
pleafe to |ppoj|pt, to treat with the king’s plenipotentiaries 
about thp mean of eftabliftjhig the public repofe, and termi¬ 
nating thofe dperences jwmch occafioned the fpilling of fo 
tnocli human blood. * 

^la^lfi^diafion in which matters then Hood, no great f«r- 
was Jt^ded from this advance made by the fenate. His 
majefty Aerefbre made vigorews preparations for war, and re¬ 
newed twl^ties qf alliance with England, Sweden, and the 

• 
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ilates*general of the United Provinces. Having fficeived coiv 
Hderabie reinforcements from his alPies, he fitted Wut a fleet* 
put to fea* reducecl the ifle of Femeren^ taking the impetiaf 
garrifon prifoners, part of whom ^<:re cruelly murdered*by the 
peafants of Stormar^ obliged Eckelenfart to furrender, and 
sained fome other advantages, which were counterbalanced 
by an equal number of towns reduced by the enemy. Colonel 
Morgan^ and the EngUjh garrifon in Stadu were taken prifo¬ 
ners by the Imperialiils, who next laid ficge to Gludftadt^zni 
Krempe, the former having been repaired after the late fire. 
Ijleie the garrifons defended themfeives with fuch unparalleled 
bravery, that the Imperialiils were forced by the frequent fal- 
lies of the beficged to abandon their polls, and raife the ficge. 
Both armies were now divided into a variety of corps, and the 
king himfelf carried on the war in Petnerania, where, after 
poluifing himfelf of the ifle o^ Vjldomf and city ol* IVclgaJi^ 
he railed works round the latter, in which lie was attacked by 
the Intperialifls, and defeated, after a bloody engagement that 
lafled feven hours. In confcquencc IFofgajl and Ufedom fell 
into the enemy's hands ; the fiege of Gluckjiadt was refumed 
by Papenheinfrt Stralfund blocked up by another hody of the 
enemy’s troops, and the \mperiali(ls were fuperior, in every 
country where the war was carried on. 

Tired out with a tedious and confuming war, both fidcs 
at length becaqie eager for'peace *, and the firll propofitious 
were made by the four Catholic elcdors. They fent deputies 
to the imperial tourt, requefting his piajefly to fend commif- 
fioners to Eubeck^ to meet thole of fiis J)aniJb majeily, and 
the ele£lors of Saxony and Brandenburg. The emperor com*- 
plied ; but the terms he granted feemed fo exorbit.'int and un« 
reafonahle to* the Danifb miniflers, thsSI they, threatened to 
break oiF the negotiation, if conditions more equitable could not 
be obtained. 7 nis Ipirit in the Damjh envoys had thedefired ef- 
fedl i freih inilrudtions were fent to the imperial commiffioners, 
and apeace was concluded on thefe conditions; that bis raajefljr 
Ihouid never iiurrlerc in the affairs of Denmark^ otherwife 
than as fuperior of H Ijltin ; that himfelf and fucceifi)rs fhould 
renounce all claim on the archbiihoprics aiV bilhopfics of 
the empire ; that all cities, town^S^id forts, ^ken from his 
Damfii majeily during the courie of the vyar, toother with the 
cannon,^, ihould be reflored ; that the piiiv^is fhould be 
mutually releafed without ranibm ; and finally, Tv/nis 
nijh majeily ihouliil cede to the houles of Slefwkk 'AO^Jialflein- 
Gottorp, the ifle of Femeren^ and thofe parts of the^,,.(lands of 
WardU and SttUe-^ which kll to them by hereditary right, re> 
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fferving to Ijtmfclf the right of fuperior, as inherent in the 
cfown of henmark*. ^ 

Tiuiira conditions the Icing refufcd to ratify ; they were re- 
torne^or amendment; and after receiving fome fli^t altera¬ 
tion, were figned on the feventh of Afay^ 1629. Peace was ^ 
in this manner concludt#; but the public tranquility was by 1520* 
no means reftored. ChriJIian interceded with the emperor in 
behalf of the dukes of Mecklenburg^ he remonflrated llrongly 
in their favour, and publifhed a fpirited manifefto, juftify- 
ing the cundudl of thefe princes with refpeft to the affairs of 
Lower Saxony j but he could obtain no conditions for them* 
unlefs heftipulated not to moleftthe duke of againft 

whom he bore a mortal grudge, on account of his taking 
part with the Impcrialifts in the late war. His refentment 
went (o far as to engage hin^to commence boftilities in Hol- 
fein^ inflead of withdrawing his army from that country, as 
the emperor had done. The flames of war were ready again 
to break out, when his majefly perceiving the difeontent that 
prevailed among his fubjedts, dropt the quarrel, and applied 
his attention to repairing the diforders occafioned by the war 
j-n his dominions. He began with re>eflabl'&iing the city 
Gluik/imdty which had greatly fuffered by the variety of for¬ 
tune fuflained in the courfe of fhe war, and was tn a manner 
depopulated by the length of t^e laft Hege. With this view 
he beflowed upon it a great number of important privileges, 
and impofed duties on all the fhips that pafled the Elbe^ to effa- 
blifli a fund for its a^gj^ndifemenr. 

'1 HIS occafionei^a difference with the city of Hamburg, A. D. 
who apprehended a piqudiceto her commerce from thefe duties, 1630. 
however mocit rate. jThe magiffrates fent ambaffadors to Den^ Different 
mark, complaimng that their ftiips were arrefted*at Gluck/iadt, 
for not paying a new duty, which could nor be impoied with- 
out the emperor’s conicnt. Their remonftrances were an- 
fwered, both (Ides grew warm, and hofftlities infenfibly com¬ 
menced. T'be cities of Lubeck and Bremen interpofed their 
mediation, but could not obtain an accommodation ; his 
majeffy wasd^nTnloed not to remit the duty ; and the city of 
Hamburg %tz^c\o Ids refute in the rcfufal to pay it. At 
}ength*war was forms^dv declared, and all the (hipping be¬ 
longing to lja T}i^-irg ^\ 7 xA in the ports of Denmark and Nor- 
burgers retaliated by taking fome Danijh 
each refuJed to make reftttution, and thus the re¬ 
peated #deatours of the regency of Lu^tci, to accommodate 
matterswere baffled. 


* Thoam. Hlff. I, viJi, 
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Lv the mean time his Danijh majefty gave o^eri^ to h^ 
firet, confining of thirty-lix Inips of war, to enttir, the EUf. 
'Tfie Humburgen oppofed the entrance of the D^nijb admiral. *< 
with twenty-two men of war. fix^firelhips, and twenty 
viflfl!!, on board which wt re two thoufand land-forces. For 
forne days the fleets unchoitd in fighikof each other, then they 
drew nearer, and began a furious cannonading. Chtijiiaa at 
1 -ifl loined his fleet, and lefolving to puAi up to the city of 
Hamburgh he proceeded to cref^ a fort on the banks or *thc 
nv'cr, with intention to facilitate his operations, and difliefs 
ilyrcity. 'I his produced an engagement, which terminated 
to the ki|igs advantage, the epemy being forced to retire 
higlicf up the river. 

Soon after this Chriflliin was prevented from profecuting 
his refentment againft JF/jf/tl'urgyOn account of a jcaloufy be¬ 
tween him and the court of which ended itt a war. 

The Hamburg war was entirely diopt, from the time that the 
princes of Louur ^u^aity met in that city, to deliberate on the 
means of throwing ofl* the imperial yoke, and taking part 
with king Gujimiuiy whole rapid conqueds pointed him out 
as the fured 'protedlor. Chnjiian could not behold, without 
envy, the aggrandifement pf this prince ; and was particu¬ 
larly jealous at feeing him raifad to the honour of being fet at 
the head of the Protedant league, over which he himieif pre- 
fided in the lad tyar, HoweveV, an exter ior of friendflnp was 
preferved; the two kings exprefled the utmod elleem for 
each other, buf in terms of cold civility, that denoted but 
litrle fincericy in their profeirrons. 1')$^ fpaiks of mutual 
je.iloufy were artfully blown up by the courts of Fitma and 
whodefired nothing more cageijy than a rupture be-* 
tw .'en the nor#h< rn crowns, D^nm/tri tftey knpw was capable 
of ni.ikini^a powerful diverfton, and drawing ofF the attention 
cd (ir,;'uivui itom the war in the empire. Papftenhrtm was 
rinploycd to kindle the flic of ddittoii ; and he very artfully 
iiunagcd the temper of his Danijb majedy. Finding that he 
iouKl not long kvcp his ground in the diocefe of Br&tu*i, he 
ofl'eied to put it into Qjri/iiaas hands. The dates of Den- 
mark met to deliberate on thefe mopofitions i\ill tlie nobility 
were for njcoling Pappi'nHims they throtigh his 

meaning, and fent an anibail'y to Siveca v^to .cnew the friend* 
fhip between the two crowns. *“ • ■ 

lx this manner was the rupture between tfei^./udf thPWf * 
crowns podponed, only to light i»p the fuhiequefit mar with 
more fur,. The aftonilhing fuccefs of Gv^avusiQfbMmteSk 
in Germany^ induced Chri/I'um to offer bis fhedlation to termi¬ 
nate the didcrences between his imperial majedy and the king 
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. of ISwtden i bt» propoOtl was embraced with {$!ealure tiy the 
c§urt of Vmrum^ who were at that very time appriled by jfVkl- 
Jiein, tiuflhe Swedifli camp was inacceflib^, the king's (oiccs * 
^j;QjCaid^le, hfs condu 4 ) ad|inrable, and no probability of 
forcing him. However, OM!ji‘tan\ mediation eiKied in rtb- 
thing. The court of p-as not yet fufficicntly huYn- 

bled, to grant fuph terms a: the great foul of Gu/Iavus could mfSatsem 
receive. His Daniftt majuiiy it was thought, (hewed a f u t of (fite/hjie 
bias*to the court of p'ignna^ that gave umbrage to the Swedijh f,ra:f fa* 
monarch ; but it was thedenth of the archbifllop of lit emcn, Germany, 
thathrfl; produced any tning like an open rupture between the 
two crowns. FredhUky fan to the kir.gqf Denmar^, arid cB- 
adjutor of the late aichbiihop, intended to leizc itiis opportu- 
oity of gaining potfcihon of Stadf., Idutkfladey and other 
places held by the Rwrdcs. It vi'as not the buHnefs of Sive- 
di n to embroil herfelf at ihat^imc with a ncightxiuring power; 
dill, however, the regency held out a good countenance, and 
kept their ground until the defeat ol the elector of Saxony, 
the duke of LununJhuri;, and the imperial army ruined the pro- 
jedl of driving the Sweda out of Germany, and obliged Pifde- 
r'tc to drop his defign. • 

ANui'HFR- fthemc fiill more difHcult of execution was A' 
formed hy Cbri/iian, which wa^^tfie more immediate occafion *^ 37 * 
of a rupture wnh Si^'edin, He had conjointly with iS'prtrrf and j 

the duke of Ihffitin, planned alchemc for ruining the DuUh 
cpmmerce, and at the fame time conquering Sweden; a feheme 
fo vdft and romantic, that it is aftonilhing it fiiould ever have 
entered the brain o^gl^rincc lo folid and judicious as Cbr/f Chriftian. 
i/an. He was to begin with Sweden, which, once #ub- 
dued, tt would be no difncult matter to deflroy the Dutch 
traffic in the J^itukF One Brokman, a Germai^ who had re¬ 
filled Jong in Spam, bad likewife given in a projcdl for ruining 
ihe trade of the United Provinces to the Levant, by opening 
an immediate intercourfe with Perjia, by nricans of the rivers 
falling into the Baltick, and avoiding the circuit of the Sound, 
by cutting a canal through that neck ct hnd belonging (o 
Holjiem, whiclr feparates the Bahick from the ocean. The 
duke of Holfim was full of the notion, and actually font an 
ambafil^ to x\M court of J^Jta, The cv-ar was applied to for 
liberty to pall throu^h^s country, and ten tons of gold of¬ 
fered him, JLilllvmuuceixient; the canal was actually let 

laughed at the extravagance of the no¬ 
tion, aai me chancellor OxenJUern, in Siveden, faid no more 
than tb^^ilie (Hike, who was a prudent pri.nce, muii certainly 
have foipedk'ligtbtxtrcmely myfterious. 
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CHRJSTfyfNy under various pretences^aileml^d anarnsf 
in order to periom hts part of the contra^, l^e likewiTB 
got a fleet ready*to put to fea on the flrft notice; hut took 
the utmofi cate not to excite f^fpicions in the neigh6t^aeiog 
fliwers. Spain embarked a great number of troops, who 
were to pafs the Sounds and join thf Danes before Stockholm | 
but unhappily the whole febeme was fruflrated by the defeat 
of his Catholic majefly s fleet in the Britijh channel, by 
Tromp the Dutch admiral *. * 

In this manner things remained until the year 1641, 
when depuiies from Vienna^ Mads id, Sweden, and Denmark, 
met at Oftabrug to eflablifh a general peace, which was all 
at once bloke off, by the fudden irruption of the Swedijh 
forces into Denmark. General Torftenfon had paffed from 
Lower Saxossy to Holftein, where he took Kiel, Ransburg, and 
the fortrefs of Rantxnw, ihrcd places of great importance. 
Several other towns (liared the fame fate ; and he even obliged 
the duke to join him, attd deliver into his hands his young 
Ton, to be fenc as an hoflage to the queen, his miilreis. All 
the world was aflonifhed at this procedure, wljich Tome 
thought rads, and all believed highly unjufl, as the defigrts 
of Chriftian were not then univcrfally known. ^ 

The grand marcchal 0/ ^ttland oppofed the Swedi/h arms 
by rcmonflrances; but finding them ineffedual, he begun* 
to make levies, and to fecurd ihe frontier by forts, which he 
threw up in a huiry. Thefe were but weak barriers againfl; 
Torjlenfon, who- demclifhcd the forts, entered Jutland, levied 
heavy contiibutions, and made hintfdllfllipaflcr of the whole 
country, except Gluckjiadt and Krempe. In this manner were 
hoftilitics committed, and a bloody war carried on, without 
either fide i^^tempting to vindicate thefr con(];j£l by open de¬ 
clarations. At lafl however the court of Sweden thought 
proper to publifb a manifeflo, and gave as a reafon for her 
condu< 9 , the clandeftine treaty concluded fome years before 
between Spain, Denmark, and the houfe of Hol/iein { the 
duties laid on their (hipping in the Sound, contrary to the 
antient treaties between the kingdoms; with a variety of 
other rcafons, which princes never are at a 1^ foi^ to juflify 
any acf of violence. \ *■ 

Thf hiflorians alledge thaqi^r froolli effacing, this 

manifeffo raUier increafed the public oj^.-itA^ her Swedijp 
roajefly's injuflicc. cfpeciaily when her (bphim^c^rb^ 
pared with the folid and fair arguments of his D^n/^majefly. 
^ven the Swt^fb hiflorians give up this laft irrupr^f 


a» un- 


* CHYTRi£i ChioQ. ibid. 


PUFFXND, ubt fupra. 

juflifillile, 
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juftifiablr, mch we muft own appears to ui extraordinary, 
asathere not wanting reafons fufiicient to vindicate it. ^ 

It was njdfn from the whole of Chrijiim*% cOndud before and 
death of the great that he entertained 

prejudices againft the court of Sweden^ offered his mediation 
to terminate the differences in Germa^t I>ut fliewed a par¬ 
tiality for the houfe of Aujiria^ made preparations to invade 
Sweden during the confufion confequent on the death of Adel^ 
phuj; and the firft years of the minority of Chrijiina \ with a • 
great many other provocations, which, though at fome little 
diffance of rime, were demonffrative proofs of his inclina¬ 
tions, and in our opinion a full juffincation of the,proceed- 
ing of Oxc^fiiern and the SwediJJj general Torjiedjian. It is 
certain, that Chn/iian beheld with a jealous eye the footing 
the Swedes got in Pomerania^ which proved of the utmoff 
fervice ifl extending their commerce; and it was no lefs 
certain, that he offered his mediation with a view of obliging; 
them to relinquiflt all they poflefTcd in Germany^ for a fum 
of money. Upon the whole, inffcad of reproaching witK 
acrimony this proceeding of the Swedijh miniffry, as all 
former hifforians have done, wc cannot help deeming it a 
mafferljf ffroke of juft reprifal, planned with aftonifhing fe- 
crecy, and executed with admiwiblc rapidity. 

On the other hand, we cannot but do juftlcc to the vigi¬ 
lance, a< 5 fivity, and addrefs o^blsrijilan^ inj^utting a flop to 
the farther progrcis of the enemy. Already in poircffion of 
’Jutland and Hit/icin, count H^rn was prejtaring to invade 
Fienia and ZealandA^vif^ was prevented by the condition into 


which the king put all his fortrefles. The viceroy of Sweden 
had orders to march with fix thoufand men into IVefiregoth ; 
but he was {irerenfcd from making this div«;rfion, which 
would probably have obliged Hem to evacuate Schonen^ into 
which province he lately made an irruption. His majefty 
fent detachments to harrafs the Swedijh army in ’Jutland^ 
equipped a fleet, which took fomc of the ritheft Swedijh mer¬ 
chantmen, complained by ambafladors feiu to the ftates of 

S iC violence committed by Sweden^ 

t could obtain none, 
re of his grk f, his natural 
he entertainerJ a very particular * * 
lujfta^ whither he bad been ^^^rejitdin ' 
htcr. No reafon was given for guflia. 
es his rcfufal to conform to the 
t country : but however afle^cd 
Cbrijliun might ht with the ruin of his dominions, and im- 
* prifonment of his fo.n, he was not difeoncerted. On the 

• ^ coniriry 
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Contrary, h€ furomoned up all his refolution oiithh occafion^ 
ami determined to combat ill fortune by perfeWance, 4|h* 

• gence, and courage. In fpitc of his grey haire^^he deter¬ 
mined to command in perfon an expedition he 
againd Swiden^ which he knek would oblige the Swedes to 
evacuate his dominions for the de^nce of their own. Setting 
fail he arrived before Gottenliurg, with a view to befiege it by 
fca, while a body of forces he had ordered to meet him in- 
, veiled it by land, • 

(Je/tfrt hORN no fooner had intelligence of this expedition, 

J lot II re- than he marched with the utmoft diligence for the proicdtion 
iii vfs and 6f Gettenhurgt fruilrated the king's defign of reducing the 
Ttates the city, buf (Kd not defeat the reft of hi.-, project, that of draw- 
*f ing a part of the army out of his dominions. The 

Gtuii'n- count's army would indeed have been infufficieni to lave Got- 
tenhurg^ had not a fleet of thirfy Dutch (hips appeased off the 
harbour to afliff him. This fquadron the Swedes obtained 
from piivate perfons in HoUand^ the Icaics refufing to declare 
againff Denmark, though it is probable they connived at thefe 
fuccours. CbrijUan was by this Oicans baffled in his attempt 
on Gottenhur^i but he had the good fortune to fruffrate the 
enemy’s deligns on Fiania, Leaving the greater paj^t of his 
fleet bcfoic Goitenhw he*fc^ fail for Copenhagen, in order to 
folicit afliflance iVom the emperor, with which he doubted • 
not he fhould be able to thrive the enemy out of 'Jutland, 
Immediately he tent an envoy to Vienna, and engaged to come 
to no agreemciv: with Sweden, provided his imperial majeffy 
would fend him the promifed fuccourHSiq^He added, that he 
could not avoid entertaining fome fufplcions of his imperil 
majeffy's fincerity, as thefe fuccours had been fa long witheld. 
The ambalTy had ail the effe£l defired,^ihc ey>|>eror ordered 
the count Gafas to haffen his march, and took cflciSual mea- 
fures fur afliffing Denenark. 

France France fent the fieur de la 

^o s her ■ Thuillerie to Copenhagen, with inffru^ions to reconcile the 
flatten, two northern crowns, if pofTible. The ffatcs-gencral like- 
wife offered their mediation. Both ambafladprs had an au¬ 
dience j but the king deferred giving an anfv^, uutil he bad 
fil'd engaged the Swedijb fleet. %$^olas Flem^g, thft: ene¬ 
my's admiral, was failed for Cbrijlianp^ to coifplt with Tor- 
on their future operations. TniH!.w.idA^ingfonowcil 
i)im with a fquadron of forty-four Oiips o.*^ warT^'^aciMuft- 
fight at the time when Fleming was bufy in bndin^l^troops. 
It was certainly an omtffion that he did not attack hj nFin this 
fituation, while the fleet was in confufion a but Chrylian rQ- 
folved to take no advantage, fuffered him quietly to reiaibark. 
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the forces, did not give the figoAl to engagtf hcfo Fit* 
mitig had forced the line, and flood out to Tea in order of 
batue. Hid majedy in the Trinity hoic fide the 

and begun t|ie bght, by a continual fare. 

7'hc other divifions followed, at)d a general engagement 
commenced. Nothing co^ equal the king\s eagoneis and 
prcfence of mind ; he gave orders with coolnefs in the midfl 
ot danger, and expofed his per foil, without regard to the 
confcqucnce of his life. A mufket bullet wounded him in 
the right eye, and the ball of a cannon drew blood from his 
left car, yet did he remain unconcerned upon deck; and could 
not be prevailed on to draw out of the line until his fhip* 
was difaked by the lols of her topmafl and bowfpifit. 
accident and his wound gradually cooled the impctucifit)' of 
o^ers, and furnifhed the Sujedi/h admiral with an opportu* 
nity of retiring under cover df the night to ChrijHanprtJt^ 
after an engagement that lafled for four hours. « ^ ^ 

CHRISTIAN repaired his (hips in the hell manner poffi- 
ble, flood next day before the harbour, and endeavoured to 
’draw the Swedijb admiral tet a fccond engagement; But per¬ 
ceiving he was determined to keep cloic, healanded four 
hundred^en, who took pofleifion of an eminence that com* 
manded the harbour, erecled 4>'^tteries, and from thence 
'played furiouily on the enemy’s fliipping. FUming wat 
wounded in the knee by a catifion bail, and died two days 
after, which was the principal lols th-e Sxvtdei fuftained, as 
they had not above three hundred men kilkcl in the pre- 
peding atSiion, hot a.-| 5 l'was. Cujiavus Wniyigti fucceeded to 
hts command, and gaining fome advantage ovi-r the Danti 
on fh'^re, be was encouraged by the at dour which this re¬ 
newed in the kanierf, to offer battle to the king’^ fleet. This 
however the Danijh admiral declined, as his ttiajcfly was re¬ 
turned to CapenhiJgen^ and had carried w’ttli him a confider- 
able part of the fquadron. It was this riicumflance that 
made both nations claim the vi<Slory, artd fb irKcnfed Cbrif 
tia»t that he ordered admiral Ghtd to be tried by a court? 
martial, condemned, and beheaded. 

Hjs mi^cfywas no fooner arrived at Copenhagen^ than 
Jic ma^ frem rcmonfla»tces to the court of Vienna, The 
emperor hadpiven ijji|Kfu£ltons to general QaUn to begin bii 
mar ch, f ecqj|feh«gl^^^o affift Denmark^ yet fome obffaru^ilonf 
■Mtfflfl^^nter|>ofed. At laft however the imperial forces 
arrived^ fhe frontiers of Holjiein and SJefu/ick ; but before 
they enl^d upon their operations, all parties began to liftea 
to the propofuionf of the French amban^or, and the prdi? 
aC&inufies ^ tlie peace of Were negotiafu^. With 
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refpe£l to the particular quarrel between the^o oorthern 
crowns, the fiet« ThuilUric managed the negotiation witt. fo , 
much addrefe, th^t both coni'ented to fend cotnihi&rics to 
Bofembroo^ to terminate their idiffcrenccs. Both fide?r~hrr. - 
ever railed their pretenfions high, and he in vain folicited a 
furpenfion of arms, during the filing of the congrefs. Happy 
would it have been for Denmark had he fucceeded ; for foon 
after the two fleets met ofF the ifland Femeren^ and engaged 
with the utmolt acrimony. After a bloody and obftinate ac* 
tion, the Danijh admiral, vice-admiral, and twelve fhips of 
war were taken, funk, anddeflioyed, and four thoufand men 
killed. ..In the chace feveiai more were run alhore or taken, 
and of the whole Danijh fleet, only two Ihips got fafe into 
port. 'The victory was not gained without lo!s on the fide 
of the Swedes i it however railed their courage, and furnifhed 
ThuilUrie with frelh arguments to urge tht king "to peace. 
It was remarkable however rhat all Chrijiian'n propofals and 
replies tended rather to cfiablilh the general peace of Europe^ 
as a mediator, than to terminate his own particular differ- 
ences vrith Sweden. In the courie of the war he had con- 
tradted an ineconcilcabJe enmity to that kingdom, which was 
increafed by his Ioffes, th|it Icih'ed only to four hi temper 
and whet his courage. CbryHan was at this time theoldcll 
monarch in Europet yet hiX councils were governed by that' 
impetuous ardt^r which ufually accompanies youth, it re- 

J ^uired all the mafterly eloquence and ingenious addrefs of the 
ieur ThuilUrie^ to prevail on him to a£i according to the dic¬ 
tates of prudence and ncceflity, lathcr'lii^n inclination, which 
would only have made him prolong the war, to the extinc¬ 
tion of both monarchies. At lafi hoi^ever he gave way to 
the remonfirtnees of the French minifier. He/aw hts own do¬ 
minions the theatre of war, and the horrid fccne of bloodfhed, 
rapine, and difbrder; he faw the tardrnefs of the imperial 
court, and that little flrefs was to be laid on their promifes; 
he faw all the commercial part of Europe ready to combine 
againfl him, if he kept up the high cufloms of the Sounds 
and yet this was one great means of being'gble to carry on 
the war. Thefe confiderations length ovc'-caiflc his re- 
fentmenr, and he gave orders to hr.j^miniflersViat Brefemhroo 
to put the lafi hand to the treaty of* r^geein Imitation. 

By this treaty Sweden reftored all theciffR, *• 

fortreffes, and lands, conquered during the war^.r/te^, ' 
Sebenen^ Hallandt BUktngy Horkhclm^ Holjleiny Stormr j, DiPh- 
titarjhy Fionia^ and other parts of the DaniJ/j vl..Tiinions. 
Chrijiian^ on his fide, reftored to the que^n ihe provinces of 
ftmptland and HamdaUn j the ifle of Goihlar.dt with the 
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and citadel of Tfyiyt which had for fo many ages\)eeo a bone 
of f ontemion between the two kingdoms; the iflands, and 
dependciu branches of the Baltici^ of Otfel and Arnjhuro • to* ^ 
fonie other places of lefs confideration. It was 
farther ftipulated, that Sweden (hould pofiefs the province of 
Holland^ with all its citie^ > cailles, and iaiids^ for the fpace 
of thirty years, as a full fecurity of the right of navigation 
and commerce in the Sound and Great Belt, and of the com* 
plctc^performancc of the prefent treaty. , 

Such were the hard terms to which the neceHity of the 
times obliged Chri/iian to accede. Juft before the treaty was 
flgned, a Dutch fquadron of forty'eight fail bad ap|:^ared in 
the Sound, with intention to join the Stuedes ; and\his it was 
that obliged his tnajefty to cunfent to the laft article of the 
treaty. 

THUJLLER 1 E was not cdhtented with eftablifhing peace A, D. 
between the northern crowns: he formed an alliance betvt^n 1647. 
the courts of yerfailles and Copenhagen, by which the latter 
was prohibited from affording afliftance, diredtiy or indire£t]y» 

•to the emperor. He next endeavoured to prevail on Chrifiina^ 
queen of Sweden, to relinquifh her claim to Brtinen, and re* 
ftore Frederick, the kir>g of Denmark'^ brother, to that arch- 
bifhopric; but her majelty was not in a humour to make any 
'conccinons to a prince who, fhe knew, bore a mortal averfion 
to Sweden^ In the midft of this "negotiation, and before the 
public tranquillity was eftablifhed upon a folia bafts, Chrijiian 
was taken ill of a difteroper, which alarmed "the court, ac* 
quired great ftrengthn}^ a few days, and carried him off on A, D. 
the twenty-eighth oi February, 1648, at the age of feventy- 1648* 
one, and in the ftxtieth year of hb reign (A). Chri(lian*i 

CHRISTUW wa^pofleired of admirable qualities of mind death and 
and body; but bad a vindidive obflinacyof temper, which ^haraklrr, 
made him purfue his animoftties beyond the dictates of 
prudence. To his laft day he retained all the fire and vehe¬ 
mence of youth, commanded bis fleets and armies in peHbn, 
after he bad wore the crown near ftxty years ; threw himielf in 
the midft of da^ers, at an age when the faculties of the mind 

(A) *Mfoit ^odern during the refidence of the 

and in paiticuMrand /'rr«r^ ambaflador in Denmari, 
the author State and juft at the time he 'was 

prince’s tranftfling the afftiir of Bre” 
death in^Syear 1649, which men [i), 

^ ctrtai^ a miftake, as he died 

(i) Mm, deCko^nte, p. 104. yiuorio Siri, r«m, n. port, 
lim. it Vent dtMv*fer, tm. i. p, 2»S. XJfi RKkt^, ti>n. v. p. 435. 


and ' 
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iAd ht^f ire uAially enervated; was to the lafl jealous i>n^ 
tenacious of the^^Jigntty of his crown, and the happine(3 of 
bis people} thoueh too a regard for the format;j>roved 
ill his life the demu£tion of th.' latter* On the whde,7Ttrv7'- 
ever, he was a monarch of an able head, ilrong arm, exten- 
five capacity^ and great magnafi/mity; qualities unhappily 
tinctured with violent pafllonsi which frequently obfeured 
every fay of underftanding, and locked up the exertion of 
that folid rcafoii with which nature had endowed him * (BJ. 

,, ■ Vid. PuFKBMJ. Hift. pafDn. Chytr^j Chron. p, 4o6, & 
kq. lib.ctitat. in not. 

(B) We muft not clofe this divorced his queen to gratify aft 
prince's charadcr without ob- ambitious miltrel!!; at leaft the 
Serving, tlut he Was greatly ad> aifair was debated a the fe- 
dided to vencry^ and adualiy nate. 

SECT. XVt. 

Coniaimn^ the Affairs of Denmark./« the 'Aceeffton of 

Chri/lian V. 

I 

r R E d''E RICK Iir. 

frede- T^U RIN G “the late reign the nobility had greatly ex- 
rick III. ^ tended their privileges, and wcrelftiw for railing Valdes- 
mar to the throne, in prejudice to his brother Frtderickt tbs 
only legitimate child of the late king ChrijUan, Almoft all 
Tbt Dik king's daughters by his concubines w£re married to Danijlt 
nifh mhi- this alliance^ found means to break 

UtytxttHd through the bounds lies of the conftitutton, to exalt them* 
ti^irpri^ feivcs OR the ruin of the commons, and gratify their own luft 
atiUgu. of power at the expence of the royal prerogative. Their in- 
tention in bellowing the crown on faldemar^ was no other 
than becaufe they expedled to make their own terms with 
him I and, indeed, before they acknowledged ^rcdu-ick^ they 
redu^ his prerogative within ludi',.narrmtf ht^its. Sad the 
rights the people into fo fmall a consssrs» thait the one en* 
jo^ no more than the flsadow of foverS’^.t/^f^^^ other 
omy the mere fkeleton of departed liberty. IfffHOIfiiUf 
•lone enjoyed all pofis'of honour and profit} wh^'i com¬ 
mons were excluded even from militaty prefermeht^tnnove the 
rank of captain. Thofe haughty loiris now refufea to pay 
the ufual contributions tbwarm the fupport of government^ 

win 
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•»<} threw the whok weight of taxes on the HiouTden of their 
and inferiors. I 

^ The late wars in Germany had deflroyed the forces of 
D^pvta.ki that with Sweden marine of the kingdom ( 

Norway fecmcd difpofed to alTume a republican form of go¬ 
vernment; the treai'uiy waa^xhaufted, private fortunes ruin¬ 
ed ; the nobility imolent; the people huinbicf but difeon* 
tented; nil grafped at fomething, and introduced the utmoli 
ronfufion. 

Such was the ftate of Denmark when Frederick afeended 
the throne. He began his reign with conclurding a treaty ot 
alliance and redemption with the {fates-general of ^ho United 
l^ovinces. lly the firff, the parties were bound to afTilf each 
other with four thoufand men, in cafe either was attacked; 
and by the latter, the DutJ} a|recd to pay one hundred and 
fifty thoufftnd florins yearly for the free paflage of the Sound, 
and two hundred thoufand rixdollars in advance at the Con- 
clufion of the treaty. Both the minifters and merchants of 
Denmark complained of this treaty, which was to remain in 
The miniftry demoiiftratcd, that the revenue loft five 
hundred thoufand livres yearly by this redcmptioitHreaty ; and 
the merchants dreaded that this Ipls would fall upon them, 
as the court would find it nccelSiry to compenfate the defi¬ 
ciency by other duties. Even th% Dutch merchants were not 
fatisfied, with refpe^t to the berfefte that would Erife from it; 
yet did the ftates and his Dani/h majefty come to a folemn ra¬ 
tification towards the clofe of the year 1649, ftotwithftanding 
the remonftrances of court of Sweden, and fcveral com¬ 
mercial cities. 

To the dirordered ftate of the kingdom may be added 
the mutual fufpkions entertained by the courts of Copenhagen 
and Stockholm of defigns upon each other; though, in 
all thefe jealoufies were without foundation, it being contrary 
to the true intcreft of either fo come to a rupture. The 
Swedes had equipped a fmall fquadron upon feme tecret defign, 
and king Frederick had received amballics horn Vienna and 
Afadrid, Both Jircre alarmed : a thoufand conjeflurcs were 
formed, arid af^mf them Remote from the truth. A coldncfs The grand 
likewife^arofe letwcen the king and the grand marechal Vie- marcchal^ 
feld, whofe irJuenre^ia the kingdom was too great for a Tub- Ulefeld 
jed. A repft 4 iftiai"^lhis minifter had poifbned the late 
iBChrCtrt^^ountenanced by Fredtridi ; and Ulrfeld omitted 
nothing matUould render himfelf more popular, in order to 
(krecn b^' from the ktngV refentment, and ere^ a barrier 
againft the royal wrtlth, which he perceived gathering into a 
ftovoi that might ot'erwhelm him. Yet, after aM« this minif- 

tcr 
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ter was forced to efcapc in dlfguifc from Cfi^nhageit^ and talw 
^ (belter under the wing of queen Cbrijlinat who protected hi<r)> 
notwith(landing countenance of friendfhip (he ailumed 
towards Frederick, until feme y^rs after he was acknowledged 
4. the plenipotentiary of Sweden in the reign of Charles X. 

This year the elcilor of Brtmlenhurg fent an envoy to 
i6^i. Copenhagen^ to negotiate a fociety of commerce and naviga- 
Panifli to Indies, and particularly the ifland of Ceylon^ 

€ 6 :tpany between the fubjedts of Denmark and the electorate. It was 
K^ubhjhtd propofed that ajuint ftckrk (hould be raifed, two thirds by the 
in the Eait king, and the remainder by the elcdlor ; and that four large 
Indies. (hips (hcvjld fail in the fpring with an ambaiiador on board, 
who (hould remain governor of the fettlcmcnis they might 
cdablifh. Sweden beheld with jcaloufy thefc negotiations: 
the rcmonftranccs of the Danip envoy on the affiir of Ulefeld 
increafed the uneafinefs of that^'court: Ftederid's 
to break the late treaty (he had made with England^ added 
fre(h fuel to the fparks of diilruft i and his treaty w’ith Z/?/- 
land almod put the la(l hand to the breach between the two 
g * kingdoms (A). 

* S** Wu mentioned a treaty of alliance and redemption ftruck 

up between Denmatk and Ipolland the firft year of Fr/dericFs 

reign, in which it wah ftipul^ted, that the contracting powers 

(hould afTift each other with four thoufcind men, in cafe of aa * 

attack. It was now the budnefs of Holland, who was on the 
\ * 

eve of a war with England^ to (hew that the latter were the 
aggredbrs. 7 'h'is Keijefy the Dutch envoy, did not neglccl: 
he, befides, ufed all his addrefs in dembiT'^trating the particular 
intered Denmark had in preventing the ruin of the Dutch ma* 
line, and England from growing too formid4ble by fca; and 
he concluded with (hewing the necctdVV of );is Danifi ma- 
jedy’s equipping twenty-fhips of w'ar, for the fecurity of his 
coads and commerce. 

Whatever inclination Fredetick might have to unite 
himfeif clofclyto the dates general, yet he entertained fcruples 
with refpeft to KeifeFs propofals, becaufc he apprehended that 

(A) It was immediately be> was troiy chiif.Sricc! and ro<« 
fore the treaty with Heuandt mantic, on acc.^nii cf'the in- 
that the king was informed, druihel^s appoiij^ed to coi'du£t 
from the Sicor Chatiuftt the it. As iM*«r'--*itUnded with no 
french refident at Stoeiholmt of a confequences, jiaa ♦hjgj^ 

conspiracy formed to dethrone it worthy of beings relatea 
him (i). was the prime In a general bidory, ri^ehavfe 

contriver of this plot, which menuoned it in Swedin. 

(i) Mtmttra dt Ctanuu, f, ro^, ftf, ^ 

Sttfisifeti 
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S^dtn might join with Mn^lamif and thut a anew be 
lighted up In the ilofth. He knew that CM^ut was con* 
ftantly folictte^ by XJtftld to declare war updn his roafler^ and 
that he had even offered to fupport part of the expcnce that 
would attend a rupture. In^'a word, he dreaded the effedts 
of that powerful, diicontented, violent fugitive, who breath¬ 
ed nothing but vengeance;* and had got pof&fllon of the 
queen's ear. Another motive concurred to tender him more 
undetermined on this point. He vi'as defirous of profiting 
by the emergency into which the United Provinces found 
fhemfelves plunged, and to difpenfe with the payment of the 
fubfidy due to them, after the declaration of war, accord> 
ing to the former treaty. .* • 

Bv this delay, he gained a ftill greater advantage, though 
accidental, and repugnant to the laws of hofpitality and of itir^rfect 
nations. An EngU^ fleet of twenty-two merchantmen, la- o/'KngIi(h 
den with hll kinds of materials for fhip-building, were per- 
firaded, by Frederic'^ infinuutions, to put into Copenhagen^ 
in order to avoid the Dutch fleet in the Sound. They were 
no fooner entered the harbour, than the crews were fetzed, 

'luid fhips and effe£ls confifeated by the king’s order: fb vio¬ 
lent and unwarrantable a proceeding left Denmark no alter¬ 
native. eThe king had incurred the refencment of the Eng-- 
lijh parliament, who made fpifited remunflranccs on this 
head by their ent'oy Bradfltenv^ sjts he was ncccflatily obliged 
to throw himfelf into the fcale of HoUand againft Cromwell 
and the parliament. Still, however, he diflembicd, and 
feemed to liften favourably to in order to excite 

the jealoufy of the D'dlch envoy, and obtain the better terms. 

At length, however, the alliance fo much wiflied for by 
HoUand was finally ijoncluded in tlie month of February tnaij 
1653, by whichaihe king obliged himfelf to equi^ a fquadron rwiththe 
of twenty fail, and the Dutch engaged to pay him a fubfidy Dutch, 
of one hundred and forty thouland rix dollars. Thus, 
by ietttng twenty (hips to Tea, he not only avoided pay¬ 
ment of a yearly fubfidy, but received a confiderablc annual 
fum from his alW. 

HO LLA FmD drew one very peculiar advanta^ from 
this annanftnt.is it prevented the Englijh from imparting na¬ 
val ftor^s froirl the north ; and this, indeed, was the only 
fervtce the UdBed PrrAr^ drew from the alliance of Dm- 
mark, U ponf^e' ^'fiole, it mull be owned, that Fredtrh 
msTfOillSt^jhilfnegotiationlike a true politician, deduced ieverat 
hnportar/ advantages from it with refpe^ to the AJiatk 
Moo.Vlst. Vot, XXXU. I i tVade, 
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trade, and olStained fcveral furns of money from the dates, 
upon ¥ery frivolotu grounds *. 

A. n. About the year 1654 it was that his majefty and the 
»1654. dates of Holland changed iheir I'^ntiments with lefpcdl; to the 
redemption-treaty. Frederic bad charged his envoy at the 
Hague^ to offer the abolition of tb" fubfidy j and the mer¬ 
chants of Amj'lcrdam^ who by this time became feiifible of the 
convcniency of a free traflic, refufed it. On more mature 
reflexion, liowcver, they confented. They pcrceived,.that 
in time of war the commerce with the northern powers 
w'as fo confidcrable, that it would be more to their advantage 
to pay tl^c duties of the S'Atnd^ than the yearly fubfidy. No 
fooncr had they aflented to Freder ic'.j propofal, than he re- 
tradled, and infiflcd upon adhering to the treaty of redemp¬ 
tion ; but the flatcs-gcncral reprefented, that, relying on his 
royal woid given in the perfon' (A his arnbaflador, they had 
negledled to cxadl the ufual tax from the trader.^, and con- 
fcqucntly the load of the fubfidy miiit fall upon them. 'I'liis 
remonflrance had the eficdl;, and the treaty of redemption 
was anullcd. 

^he In the mean time Frederic laboured lo engage the queen 

e/Trede- of Sweden to declare againft the EngliJlj parliament but her 
r\c'sp'“ majefty not only relifled afl his folicitations, but exerted lier 

l;ti<u utrnolt ability to make the king renounce his alliance with 

Holland, Neither took cfi’iJdl, and the ende.ivours of both 
Di/{> t r interrupted, by the renewal of their difputcs about the 

*iwt^»Swe- grand marcfch.tl l/l/lld. Her majelfy fbliciicd bis pardon; 

and Frederic not only denied her rtq.^fl, but infiitcd upon 
cendt:^ his being furrendered, or at leaft his rctradiing a bitter libfl 
Uifeld. he had publifhed againfl him, and afleing pardon in a pub¬ 
lic manner : to neither of which Chrtjiina wquld, for a long 
time, confent. At length, the king drew up a charge 
againfl Uifeld^ containing a variety ol articles, anti amc-ng 
others the embczzIenH'nt of a fum of moncvi which be had 
ordered to be remitted to Charles II. of England, at that 
time a fugitive in lElJand. The queen, for a Jong time, 
refufed to give credit to this charge j but on Charleses letter 
to the king of Denmark, afHrniing, that neioiicr himfelf, nor 
any of his court, had received fuch a remittance, flje feem- 
ed convinced of UlfeWs treachery, aid promi|p;d to abandon 
him to his fate, and withdraw the prdliw^t[ of which be 
was unworthy. Nothing, however, came 
Vlfeld had gained the afcer.dant over the queen ; .either 
pcrfuad«d her, that he really was innocent, or flir^chofe to 

Mem. dc Chan. p.'iaS. > Mem. dc Tcrlox. paflim., 

bclji^e 
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believe him fo. Ccrftiin it is, that, tnftead eriT withdrawing 
protediiofi, (he grofsly a^ronted atiiba(Iador> 

who fupponed with great Tpirit the dignity of his royal mafter, 
and hw own public chara^er 

SooK after this event it wras, that the ftates of Dametrlt^ 
affembled, and pub!ickl^«cknow!edged Chrijlian^ the cldeft 1655! 
fon oi' FrrdunCf his immediate fuccefibr in ihe throne, and 
^ performed homaj^e to him in that quality. About this time, 
likewife, Frrdn-ic was obferved to behold with a jealous eye, 
the rapid conquefts of the young monarch of Sweden in Pj- 
hnd. His jealoufy was greatly augmented by an embaUy 
from the Indted }*rciin£et^ reprefenting the dange» it would Pdi'ks ef 
be to the D /;;/y 7 j commerce, it ChmUi X. {hould poflefs him- Sweden 
felf of the con/h of the as infallibly he muff, fhould md Den- 

lic reduce Uvada^ rcricrMua^ wvAPrnjfia.. In confcqucncc mark, 
of the rfmonffrances of the ftatc's-gcncral, a frefii alliance 
wis c' nclucied, a fleet of forty iail of Dutch men of war 
^ent to the under the command of admiral Opdam^ 

apd a rrJblution taken to fruftratc the king of Sweden’s dc- 
"Tlgn of laying flegc to Danizic, before which city Opthm ap¬ 
peared with his fleet. ' 

CII4RLE S knew of w'hat iijinortancc it was to avoid a 
ruptuic with Denmark^ while be was deeply engaged in a 
• war with other powcrc; he foijght, therefore, to cultivate 
the friendlhip of his Dytwjh mSjefty, and I’ept an ambafi'ador 
to C^piuhapen with that view, and to prevent the junOion of 
the D un'ijh and ])utcb fleets. But Fre.Inh' could not he 
brought to rcnounct*his engagements to Holland^ though he ' 
fofitively denied his entertaining any dcfigns againft Sweden. 

In a word, the emb^fly ended in nothing ; as it was evident, 
that Frederic t-^ly Watched the opportunity of •attacking his 
Swedith majefty, when he was weakened by the war on his 
hands, in order to recover HaBand, and other places ceded 
by the Lift treaty. 

The arrival of the Dutch fleet in the Baltic gave great Dutch 
oflence to Charles ^ his ambaflador remonftrated on that/'w/.-r- 


head, but to by.le porpofe : and now a rupture between the 
two crotons was apparently at no great diftance, notwith- 
ftandijTg Fredric fent an ambaflador to the Swedijfh king, at 
that time in Pru^na . The Intention of this embafly was 
indeed no mrre, man to keep up certain appearances with 
•D!.a.iiyy un'lil the fuccefs of his arms was known } and the 
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A. D. 
165b. 


famcTc^.fon prevented the Dardjb monarch trom joining his 
fleet im^’cdiatsiy with the Dtttch fquadren. 


liifl. de Reioe Chriilinc, tom. i. p. 197. 
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Upon intdlteence of fome confiderable loflb which tho 
Swedi/h arfhyfuftaiped, Frederic was going to declare openly 
againft Sweden^ had he not been embarrafied by the ilVidden 
departure of the Duteb fleet fromJDantzit, and ftill more dif¬ 



at Copenhagen. JiulHinr/n exclaim^ againft this proceeding; 
he fent remonftranccs to the flates-general, couched in the 
ftrongef); terms, exhorting them to keep firm to their en¬ 
gagements with Denmark^ but in vain, for O/i/Aiot received 
pofitive orders to return to Holland^. 

A. D. FRE D ERIC now hefitated whether he fhould ven- 


16^7, ture to declare war, or wait the cfFcdls of Buinlngen*s remon- 
ftrances to the penfioncr De U'lt. That honeft minifter 
Aill continued to exert his endeavours to maintain the alli¬ 
ance between Holland and the king; but he gave a different 
turn to his reprefentations. He now affirmed, that it was 
the intereff of the ftates-gencral to animate Frederic againft 
the king of Sweden^ not only to flop the progrefs of th** - 
latter, but td engrofs the whole trade of the Balticy while 
thefe two powers were at v^jar. Buiningen’s was penfioncr of 
Amjierdam^ underftood the tsuc intereft of his country, and 
was ftrenuoudy the friend,of commerce. His influence, 
likewife, among the merchants was fo great, that moft of 
. them failing in with his opinion, fitted out private fhips of 
war againft the "Swedest and excufed themfelves, by faying 
they would do the very fame for hire againft Denmark, 
Frederic FREDERIC., now affured that he would be counte- 
declara nanced by Holland., in fpitc of the treaties the republic had 
moor a- fo lately concluded with the king of Sweden^ did not ballance 

gainfi long about declaring war; but was obliged 'to go back to 
Sweden, the year 1644 for motives to juftify bis conduft. This refo- 
lution was indeed oppofed by all grave perfons; but M. 4/^ 
Ger/derf, a Saxon gentleman of ancient family, who had ac¬ 
quired great credit at court, from the fuperiority of his ge¬ 
nius, and his many important fervices, at length determined 
the king. He was further confirmed by the'information of 
the Dutch ambaffador } and all the endeavours of the.\French 
minifter could not now prevent a nqjtqre. DureSe, the 
Swedifli minifter, rononftrated againft'this ur, provoked de- 
fign i but his arraments having no effed, he was re^ed, 
and had fcarce i«t Copeubagent before three Swedijb priaes 
were brought into that harb^. 


* Mem. de TiiLONfibid, 
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Now the army todc the field under general and Hit 
nrzvttdtxg Holfteirij crofied the Elk^ anchcovered the diocefe wrmBn^ 
of Bremen^ to which Frederic formed pretcnfions. 
whole diocefe was laid under contribution \ fome towns 


were taken, and the fiege of Stadt formed. The king with 
his fieet, joined by t^iz^uich private (hips of war, fet fail 
at the fame time to Dantuc ; but hearing that Charln Gujta- 
vus was in Pmerania, he retired to Cepenhueen. IVrangtly 
the Swedijh admiral, defeated a body of Vanes in Bremen^ and 
obliged them to repafs to Holfiein^ with the iofs of three thou- 
fand men. Moft of the officers in the Danijh army were 
natives of He/fteiny and confcquently defirous o^protedting 
their native country. With that intention this retreat was 
made againft'thc advice of general BUde. 

This firft difgrace which his arms fulFercd, convinced 
Fredet fcy that he mufl link himfelf ftrongly with Hollandy if 
he would either conquer or refift his enemy. In confe- 
.^quence, a new treaty of alliance was figned, whereby the - 
parties ^reed to affift each other with fix thoufand men, or ^ 
default of men and* fliips, with an equivalent Aim of 
money. This meafure foon became ncceifa^, for Guftavus J 
was at the head of‘a numerous army, at the very time that ‘ 
all the world believed his forties were entirely broken in Po¬ 
land. Immediately he appealed in Holfteiity and took four 
regiments of Danes prifoncrl of war, aftej; abravc rcfiftance. 
Itzehce was laid in a(he<,and the Swedijh king was preparing 
to march his army into fniland ; but tefthis there was an 
obftrudlion which tie feared was unfurmountablc. It was the 
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* fortrefs of Frederus-Oddey defended by Ax ftrong baAions, and 
a numerous garrifgn. Tnis he attacked ; but after fpending 
fome days before the place, he fet out for Pliij'mary and left 
JVrangel to block up Fredrrics-Odde with his troops. IVrangdy 
tired with a tedious blockade, determined to give the aflault 
before he had battered in breach. The attack was made 


an hour before day, in four different quarters, while pe¬ 
tards were applied to the gate, in order to make way for the 
cavalry. Hir difpofition was excellent, and it was crowned 
with Afbeefs. While the garrifon was wrapt in fleep, the odde /«- 
SweBes fcalcd the walls, and became, in a few hours, mafters ken by the 
cf a place, that might have withftood the efforts of their Swedes, 
whole army for a greater number of monthi. . 

Vi AD Frederids prerogative been left reArained, and the 
army more in his power, intrepid and generous as he was, 
he would undoubtedly have Aopped the progrefs of the 
SzL’cdtSy and favAl Frederks-Odde. Neither Bildey nor the 
•Other offictfs, wanted enrage oV ability, but their experi- 
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once was not great, and tlieir influence in the army very in- 
coniidcrable. On ^e frontiers, indeed, the Stvc^f^s fuflaine^ 
\.a repulfe, and were entirely defeated at KKurs in Halland, 
At the fame tioie, the Sw’dijh fleet, confiftinjr of tvventy- 
jfix men of war, and as many merchantmen converted into 
Sa/tle he- armed ihips, met with the Dani^i, fquadron, and ofTered 
tnueen the battle. 7 'headmiral, depending on the alhlbncc of 
jieeis cf Jl'itte Wilfan, the Dutch admiral, did not decline the cimagc- 
JDeqmark inent. A fuiious battle was fought, in which the Dewn 
audSwe- behaved wit'a extraordinary iOura<;e. Unfupported by tneir 
T’ !” . good aries, they maintained the atT.ion againft an enemy 
douldc incumber. The admiral's flnj), pietced with five 
Je/ertoi hundred cannon fhot, was fo ibattercd, as nectfilrily to 

iv their draw out of th» line; notwithftandmg which the relt of 

eiHiest thcfquadron continued the fight, and obliged tire Ikvcii's to 
put into the port ofBtuh fidcs, indeed, idainicd 
the victory, and neither, perhaps, with Infiicieiu rcafon, as 
it was in ifact a diawn battle, though the ciicnrnftancc laH 
mentioned feems to declare the advantage on the fsdeof thr, 
Danes. Kven the SiWiiijTt hifloiian, owns®, th-ifij' 

gicat benefit rr.fulted to the Suvdes from tnis a< 5 ti on, and he 
blames ccitain captains of f^ips, who were luppufed net to 
have done their duty k ,, 

Whatevi-r fuccefs nrJt/L'i arms had clfewhcre, flill 
the lofs of Fteilirici-OJJe was a fevere bitrw, which he de¬ 
termined to itvciige. iVI. R:fwifig was difpatthtd to the 
to prevent the ifliificatron of the treaty of Eil/lng., and 
ta borrow a million. 1'he commiflion vws delicate j for, on 
the OhDc hand, the Dutch apprehended that the piogrefs of 
Chnrks would render him mailer of the to the 

great prejudice of their commerce ; and fm t]j.c other, they 
dreaded the imputation of levity and perfidy. If they refufed 
to ratify the treaty. In the mean time, they ventured to 
lend his Damfn majefty 600,000 livres; but refufed to meddle 
in the affair of the treaty, till they had deliberated more ma¬ 
turely on a point that affeded tbe reputition of the United 
Provitues* 

A 

ly was the intereft of a great many powers to oppofe the 
aggrandizement of Charles Gujlavus. He forefaw thisy and 
reiolved by celerit)’ and addrefs to baffle the defigns formed 
to fupport Denmark, He projected the invafion of Fiania in 
the winter, before Frederic could draw together a fufficient 
force to oppoie him ; and his feheme was greatly forwardf'd 
by a hard froit, that rendered Cranfports unnecefiary. He 

« 
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fot out from Kid on the third of Fdrumj j marclicd his army Charlei 
o^er the Little Belt on the ice, where be ^as oppofed by a Au^oiloi 
ftroHi/; body of Dann^ whom he defcatcJ, after a fharp cn- f^aa'es 
gagcnn’nr, and the lofs oQ three regiments, who were Denmark, 
drowned by the breaking of the ice j t»)ok OMtsfie thccapi- 
tal of the ifland, reducedm.idc an attack on four 
Dan-jh :nen ot war locked up by the ice, but was repuHed 
and badli d by the iniiepidiry of the admiral, and at length 
' formed the periloua and iutiepIJ defign of palling over the • 
ice to Tduui't a fchttnc lo novel, lb cxcclIi ntH’ planned and 
boldly cxecuicJ, as rail'd ihc .‘dniiration of aii men, and will 
ever be rccordid as o.ie < f the molt dasing atici^pts ever 
made in fich ».ircum!\i:iccs. We fliall have bccafioii to 
dw'cll upon par-tioidars in the hidoty of Siv<di4 j fuflieicnt 
it i '. for o;;r nt occafion, that he firft airivcd in Lulaud^ 
and ntx* in Ziuirri, a:ter cfclfpiiig a thoufand imminent Jan- 
gets, 'ui 1 ( xiiibiting as many pio^-fa of an invincible courage, 
cnlc.p.i'cnit* genius a ready execution, and every quali- 
7V O’ a great king and cnm.nander. 

- Gu/l,ii'M niiivcd in '/,tlundy he was met at A. D. 

/7 b uir.bur?^ by W/wiiOwr, (li crnivciTi, .envoy, anSl by Gnflorf, 165^. 

A’ c/, and J'Lns Iheruk^ w'iih propofals of peace, l ie ap- Pic^njah 
p-'iit;-xltiic fugitive to Ijcat with them; and it w’as tf 

ealy to fee, from this circumllancc, what teims he expedt- 
(J. Honour required, that Bnderlc fhouM refufe admitting 
Uijill unto the rongrefs ; but l.is uniiappy circum/lances 
obliced hiin to pafs over pur.iCLilios, and •icknowltdgc for 
the plen potentiary <f S'Mcdt'riy a rebel, who was af this very 
lime int;ig'iing t 1 dethrone his naiurai Ibvrreign, and fedu- 
cuig tuc noh.i.tv of Cspa:Ijii"/n from thvir allegiance, by 
large pioinucsJrom^f^Vif/ Ai G::/}nvui, ^ 

Whilk pr^imiiiarici refpedting this congrefs wcic ad- 
Juding, the SiuedlJIj monarch was marching towards Copeti- 
ha^eVy and arrived with'a four leagues of that capital, 
where he halted, to rcfrclh his troops, and deliberate whe¬ 
ther he fhould attempt it by airautt. The city was thtown 
ir»to the ut.nof^ conllernation, but the king’s prefence, and 
exhortations, kept them from defponding. General Krempen Guflavos 
was at the head of a fmall body ot gentlemen, peafants, and » 

failors. To thefc he joined about 2coo horfe and 800 regu- A- 

lar infantry, making in the whole a corps of 4000 men, ^^openfta- 
with which 'ne oftcred to fet fire to the fuburbs, attack the 8®°' 
king of Sweden at Keueiy and reduce that place to afhes. 

Troii’TK approved of the feheme, and would have command¬ 
ed the ex^ditionain perfoD, had not the finate rcfohitcly op- 
fed his inwfition i alledg^, that the lofs of one battle, 

and 
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and^ fmalisfi fboiiid happea to his 

perfon, would endlnj^r the whole kingdom. The king*s 
ardour and courage fecmed to rife with his misfortunes, and 
required all the endeavours of *i:he fenate to moderate them* 
Certain it is, that vigorous meafures, and hazardous ilrokes, 
were nccefiary in the prefent emd'gency $ and that the king 
wanted neither condu<!:t to plan, nor courage to execute, any 
projed for the good of his kingdom. He is therefore un* 
jufkly blamed for not accepting propofal, which Vas 

rejedted merely by the fenate, and highly applauded by the 
king. 

In the piean while the negotfations went on but flowly. 
Sweden infifted upon conditions, which ought only to be 
granted, after Copenhagen,, and all the fortrenes of the king., 
dom, were in the hands of Giffavus ; and thefe bard term| 
were aggravated, by the haugnty condudt and fatfrical ex- 
preffions of Ulfeld. In a word, the Danijh minifters refufed 
to accept the conditions propofea, thinking it better toperiQi. 
after a vigorous refiftance, than to ftoop to a Ibameful gr 
ignominiou? fubmiffion. They were bcfides in,hopes*,’ that 
the rigour or the feafon, the fatigue and famine they muft 
undergo, would foon ruin the Swed’Jh army, cor Id they 
have the refolution to refift tiliem but for a fhort time. 

Thus all hopes of acconvnodation vanilhed, and Frederic 
had only to rely on his own courage and condu(d, and on the 
fidelity and valour of his fubje^s. The walls of the city 
were ruinous; *it was deftitute of provifion, ammunition, 
and every neceffary of defence; it was crouded with peafants, 
who anfwered no purpofe befides confuming the little ftoreij 
that were there. The nobility .were^ discontented ; they 
exclaimed ageinft the adminifiration, infiead of defending 
their country, and thought they fiifi^iendy ihewed their 
patriotifm by crying out, that the kingdom was fold. Yet 
amidft all thefe diforders, Frederic preserved t firmnefs that 
was aftonilhing. A viflorious enemy without his walls, 
famine, difeord, and every fpecies of confufion within, he 
remained intrepid, undaunted, and full of cooiage. His queen 
likewife gave proofs of refolution and conftancy fkr b^’ond 
her fex. However, on the approach of the SttwFJb army 
within fight of the city, and their taking poifeifion of certain 
pofts, which in a manner blocked up the garrifon, the nofaii* 
iity became fo clamorous, that Frederic was compeliod cn 
fend M. Gerfdorf to Tsiyhvp, where the mediators ftill it- 
mained, in order to conclude a peace upon any terms. 

GERSDORF was afionilhed to find onlais arrival, that the 
Swedes had relinquifhedVomlf^the ihofirrig^d condtuo: 
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indtlie nibre, when he wai made acqiuioted* thiiidiii 
cdtaplaifance was owing to the mediatntti of iffidd. He 
doubted nott but this nobleman's love for bis country return- < 
ed in fall tide, upon obferving the low ebb to which it was 
reduced. At laft, after much altercation, peace was a^ual- • 
]y figned between the twJ kings, on the 28 th day of Febru¬ 
ary i Frederic confenting to cede Halland^ Schmen^ Blehng^ 

^ ,the ifland of Borkbslm, the citadel and fief of Babus^ the 
feigftiory and fief of Dteniheimy with all its towns, caftles, 
fortrefles, and dependen''cs. 

M. Van Butntngen fired at this treaty; he reproach^) 
Meadnviy the Enrbjh envoy, with double dealii^ % and he 
complained of M. Gerjdorf^ lecaufe, inftead of maintain¬ 
ing the treaty between and Derrmarky he had, on 

the contrary, opened an inle^to all foreigners into the Bahicf 
by conl?nting that all treaties, contrary to the intereft of 
either king, mould be* annulled. Gtrfdorf vindicated bim- 
by the plea of neceflity, which would not admit of 
to/ronfult the allies of Denmark ; and indeed matters 
were ttf^n at fuch a cnfis, that Frederits con^udl can need 
no excufe, with refpe^t to the Dutch, if we coftfiderthe be- 
haviouoof their admiral in the jail; fca>engagemem. Fan 
Bulntngen perceiving all his endeavours to break the peace 
‘ baffled, thought of an expedief|t, which he hoped would at 
leaft retard, if not wholly prevent its execution. He ad- 
vifed Frederic not to put the king of Sweden in poflefflon of 
Schonen, till that monarch had firft evacuated Zeland, Fre- 
If approved of the fcheme; but it was traverfed by the 
fufpicion of the Swedtjh king, who immediately fent a 
part of his army to mveft Copenhagen, 

The war swotlo have again been renewed, and the 
Dutch ambaflador’s end fully anfwered, had nof the media¬ 
tors interpofed, and given the firongeft aflurancesof Frederids 
intention to perform his contra^. Upon this Charles Guf- 
tavus wholly changed hts fentiments, and from the extreme 
of diftruft, palled fuddenly to the other extreme of too much 
confidence in his enemy. King Fredertc had prepared in 
entertamfhent for the foreign minifiers, at his royal feat of 
Fredeficjburgh, whither Gufiavus, attended by a fmall re¬ 
tinue, went, uninvited and uneapeded (A). Such intcr- 

(A) Some wiiters alled«, hisl^ttrity (t) ; but of this we 
Aat Frederic bad given him nit find no mentioa in the moft au* 
word, and even hoftages for tbentic memoir.. 

kf) Da Ruiti, f. Sfi 


new. 



jin inter • viewaATC cVhr of nature, and'more particulairfjr 

ne,ifw he- when the coh(|t^^|^uite himfelf in the power of the cc>|D- 
qucred. Had JBreftcd him, and obliged him to re- 

inno ki^r. {tore all the provinces ceded to^ Sweden, policy wou).d have 
A. D. approved the perfidy, as a neceflary meafure, and pofterity 
1658.' would regard it as one of thofe ipilterly i>rokcs of the cabi¬ 
net, about which few princes would entertain any fcruples. 
But the great foul of Frederic refifted the temptation, and 
defpifed the treachery. He difdained any advantages ded/iced 
from a breach of honour and hofpitality. It is true, indeed, 
he had formerly given way to a fmallcr temptation, when 
ht: feized the Englijh fleet of merchantmen at Cspsnhagen ; 
but ther^ atre not wanting arguments to palliate his condu^ 
on that occaflon. Interviews ^ this nature fclJom occur j 
9nd when they do, it never hllppcns but one of the parties 
is a lofer. What, however, wv Angular in thi?, was, that 
all the advantage happened to t>c op the fule of Gujlauus, 
who received new hints by thisvifit, which laid the founda¬ 
tion of a fecond war with Denmark. Re this as it wi!!, 
princes lived for two days together in the 
and parted \pich ail the appearances of a folid cfleem and 
friendfliip. It was on this occafioa that the queen artfully 
dropt fome infinuations to*^hc prejudice of Ulfeld, that made 
a deep impreffion upon the mind of Gujlavus, and enervated 
his friendmip for that favouA'tr. 

Peace was thus concluded, but,the Swedijh monarch's 
ambition to injyre Denmark rather increafed. He had feen 
the weaknefs of that kingdom 5 amidft all the extremes of 
that hearty welcome and fricnd&ip with which Frederic re¬ 
ceived his vifit at Frederickjhurgh, he obferved fentiments of 
chagrin, and a dcfirc of revenge. CerlUin wc arc, that the 
attempt of annexing another crown to that of Sweden, was 
pcrfe^ly agreeable to the lofty notions of Gt^avui\ capa¬ 
cious mind. It was not difHcult to And pretexts for breaking 
Cenfe r.f peace. The treaty of Rofthild was replete with errors, 
rme^'ing and a new congrefs was appointed at Copenhagen to correct 
fir ‘ivar. thtim. He began his dcAgn by raifing difficulties about the 
duqhy of H'^l/iein, by complaining that Frederie^vras dila¬ 
tory in the execution of his contract} although, in fc( 5 t, he 
haq reafon to haften it, as upon that depended the evacua¬ 
tion of Zeknd by the Swe£Jh forces : he infinuated his fufpi- 
ciofls, that the king of Denmark was intriguing againil him in 
Flelland. In a word, he entered Hal/iein with intention to 
prepare the necelTary fteps to the expedition he meditated} 
and he made fuch a variety of marches an^ coontermarches, 
as puzzled the wit of the moSli^netratiiig politicians. 



The chevalier 7 ir/w*, envoy frotn tiif ki>gof .#Ve*M!i^ 
the hrft who dircovered the defign of and ac¬ 

quainted* M. de Qerfdorf mtYi his furpicion, Frederic was J 
allopifhcd at the intelligence^jand could fcarce be convinced 
of the truth of it. Great armaments were preparing in 
Sweden^ and juil as the tn;pg)s were embarked, it was given * 
out that the expedition was intended againft Prujfta. To 
render his fuccefs more fecure, and cut off all fuccours by 
^land .from Denmark^ Guffavtts found it neceiTary to gain • 

pofleffion of the Ibrtrcfs of Rendjhurgh ; but as almoftall his 
army was deflined for the fiege of Copenhagen.^ he could con¬ 
trive no other method, than by prevailing on the duke oT 
Holfuin^ to ufc his influence with the inhabitants and go¬ 
vernor, to put it into his hands. Charles knew that the gar- 
rifon was ftrong, and the governor brave and honefl j bc- 
iieging ititbercforc with parttiF his army would be in vain, 

Tne duke of H'lftein fsnt a deputation to the governor and . 
inhabitants, and among them was the governor’s father. 

/'^y ufed all poflible arguments; but found the inhabi- 
tc.*.vte,Alan, remained ^rm in their attachment to Den- 
mark. The governor’s anfwcr in particular Vas, that he 
would n^intain his truff, while one (lone of the town flood 
upon anotlicr; then fixing his qyes upon his father, who 
was fpeaker of the deputation, he faid, “ I can fcarccly ^hehram 
** perfuade myfclf, that you, my'dcar father, arc capable of <.f 

“making me propofals, which I fhould nolc have patience fhc goyt 
“ to hear from any other. Permit me to <ell you, that < 
were you not my parent, 1 fhould punifh, as it deierves, l*'” 

*‘,the infolence of making an attempt upon my honour.” 

The father, ftruck with his fon’s gcncrofity, endeavoured to 
cover his fhameby thfl following anfwer; “ My^fon, hither- 
to 1 fpokc as me faithful fubje^t of the duke Aiy mafter; 
but as your father, I declare, that were you weak enough 
“ to furrender the truft committed to you at tny inflance, 1 
“ fhould be the firfl to treat you as a rebel, to renounce and 
“ declare you an alien of my blood.” 

Foiled zs Gu/tavus was in this attempt, he landed hts Copen, 
forces on tbcjythof Auguft at Korfocr. Immediately he fent Hagen Le- 
Count Yooi with a detachment to block up the avenues to fegte!. 
Capenhagenyznd prevent the carrifon’s receiving fuccours from 
the other parts of the ifland. Toot executed his commifllon 
with' fuccefs, and the king followed him cldeiy, ordering 
his fleet to block up the city by fea. 

FRED E R 2 C no fooner found bimfelf invefted by fea 
and land, than he /ent an ambaffy to the king of S:* .'deny 
cos^plaiaing in ^e bitterefl tet^|i»of fo'notorious an infi a£Uon 

c£ 
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of t recent treaty# alffeioft entirely executed on his part, and 
offering to giv«%oy iatisfadtion and fecurity with refp^ to, 
the articles not yet performed j but the ambaiTy was very in¬ 
differently received. It is even aflerted, that Cbaf*ts would 
have violated the right of nations, bad not terUn^ the < 
French envoy on board his fie^c^ reftrained his impetuofity. | 
His intention was probably no more than to have arrefted 
them, in revenge for the affront Frederic had put on the 
Swtdtjh ambaffador, in ordering him to be confined, and his 
papers feized; more indeed is infinuated. Terbn even pre¬ 
vailed fo far, that be gave them audience, but nothing re- 
fulted 'rpm this conference befides bitter recriminations. 

fF R A N G E L had now blocked up the harbour of 
Copenhagen^ and taken fome (hips. On board of one of 
thefe was the duke of Luner^urgn^ who was making a vifit 
to his filler the queen of Denmark^ believing that the two 
crowns were in perfefl: peace. He was civilly treated by 
Gu/iavus^ and fent back, efcorted by a man of war, to Get* 
many. On the loth of September the cavalry a ncK in- 

fantry advanced, and took pofton the nfing-ground'sround 
Copenhagen, while the king flill continued at Ringjladt. 

By this time Frtdertdo, ambaffy was returned He or¬ 
dered them to report the fuccefs of their commiffion in full 
council, and then refolvol to defend himfelf to the laft ex¬ 


tremity. He could muftcr no more than 1200 regulars, and 
a great number of nobility, who feeing themfclves reduced 
to the fame ijcceflky as the reft of the kingdom, determined, 
as their lafi refource, to (land and fall by their king. They 
now careffed thofe they had fo lately deipifcd and opprcflld; 
they promtfed the burghers of Copenhe^en a voice in all pub¬ 
lic deliberations, and liberty to buy lands 'nd lordfliips, to 
enjoy them with the fame privileges as the gentlemen, and 
to pay no taxes unlefs what the nobility Oiared in their pro¬ 
portion of the burthen. Several other immunities were 
promifed, with a view to encourage them, and it cffe^Iually 
drew forth the courage and zeal of thofe brave burghers, 
who dreaded nothing fo much as the change of their fo- 
veieign, and being loaded with the taxes they law impofed 
on the inhabitants of Schonen, and the provinces fufrendered 
to Sweden, Animated by the prefence of th^ir fovereign, 
who rejc£Ied the opinion of his council, that he ought to 
retire to HoBaad, they determined rather to die in the breach 
than fly or furrender. It is even faid, that the king requefted of 
Gvftarjusy to oe made acquainted when he intended to give 
the afiault, that he mjght find him in berfon in the breach. 
The queen, whofe noblefympathifed with 
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tous refoludoBs of ber king aodliiyS^d* determined to die 
with htiB* re^r than foil into the ht^sof « princei who 
hadPib perfidioufly broke the moft ibbenn trcitics (A). 

GXJAVXf S believed the reduction of Copenhagen %ti 
eafy matter, and relied lb firntiy on the conqueft of Den- 
marky that he already difpofed of the government of the 
kingdom to Wrangtiy aftei*lazing the capital, in order to 
bridle the ambition of that general. In imagination, he 
Jiad anticipated a thoufand alterations in the government, 
and propoicd remjoving the capital of his dominions to Scho^ 
ntHf where he intended to fix the royal refidence. But the 
conquell of Denmark formed but a fmall part of his vail pro-, 
jedt. He propofed renewing the empire of Alaric ;«all the 
northern, and many of the fouthern and wefiern kingdoms, 
were fwallowed up in idea, in this comprehenfive fyftcm. 

Wmil^ Gnftavtts was riotpig in imagination with thefc Vhilane* 
vifionary profpcils, Frederic was reaping folid advantages Fre- 
from his delay. It wa^indeed a great overlight in the Swe^ dcric. 
dijh monarch, not to puih the attack while the dread of his 
ar.|i[iy fia^ fpread conilernation among the befieged. Thev 
had now reafoned themfelves into a cool, determined refo- 
lution to conquer or die, and beheld with compofure thofe 
enemies ^hom but lately they thought of with horror. His 
majeily had harangued the burghers, and made fuch an im- 
preifion on their minds, that all, io a man, defired to be led 
on, and declared they would live and die lyith their fove- 
reign j a declaration Sufficiently fulfilled by their loyal and 
generous conduct. * 

All the time that Gufte/vut lay ina^ive, Frederic made 
feveral difpoiitions that contributed to the vigorous defence 
of the city. Among others, he ordered the fubutbs to be 
burnt; and tbi»back of the citadel, and towands the har¬ 
bour, to be fortified by a kind of broad veflels called praems. 

He ordered the ramparts to be ilrengthened with paliifadoes 
and terraces; and faw all his diredions executed. He 
divided the defence of the city between the foidiers and 
the burghers, allotting to each their refpe^ve provinces; 
and he mounted all the ramparts with cannon. 

(A) Ter/an nlatei, that the diickeft of the fire, and 
Frederic challenged ihcSvtediJb wherever glory was to be won. 
moaarch to fiagle combat | to But the celebrated Puffendorft 
which made po other who was prefimt at the fiege, 

reply, than that he always qaeffiooswetrathofthisaaec- 
no^tittthe headnfhbtro^, dote. Dtt Rtebts Hifi, tom.ni. 
where, if Frtdtriewu fondof p, top. 

-fiehtfoff, he wmdd ud hhn in 
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Trifuhs Cp.S ^jt ci As apputiftch, was aftonMhed to fimJ 

pated it- fticli alt0Cation« ^ dl^ippearaiice of the place. When ^he 
fere Oo- trenches were opjcnedy and the Stmtles began to ere< 9 ; three ' 
penhagca. grand batteries^ Frederic diftui^bcd workmen, by a con¬ 
tinual fire from a praeme of forty pieces of heavy cannon. 
He had credfed other prmnei if^ the ifie of Jmack, which 
played inceflantly on the enemy’s trenches, and made it ex¬ 
tremely dangerous to entw them. Among many others, 
the count de la Gardie was fiain by a buUet from, this' 


battery. 

Vigorous On the 13th of Augujl the befieged made their firft fally, 
/allies drove the Swedes from their pods, and killed great numbers. 
made fy For feverai eiifuing dm both fides made a variety of brifk 
the be- attacks and failles. The befiegers attacked and took two 
/eged. Danijl) frigates which had entered the harbour; they played 
fo vigoroufly the cannon on iheir ramparts, that they dif- 
mounted feveral of the enemy’s battc'-ies j a number of other 


advantages were gained; but the circumftance which re¬ 
tarded the fiege, and probably faved Copenhagen j was un^- 
ped^ed, and truly providential. This was thd^iefolulRrm 
taken in th^’ Swedijl} camp, to lay fiege to the ftrong fortrefa 
Cronen> Crenenburgh at the fame time, to prevent the retreat of 
i being cut ojf, or rather to gain poflellion of 

Swedes ^ treafure of Denmark, which it was fuppofed was lodg¬ 

ed in that citadel, as a pldc&of the greateft fecurity. It is 
even fuppoled that the Swedljh miniftry threw this obilade 
in the way, lei^, if Gujiavus became mafier of Copenhagen^ 
he would remove the court thither, and render Sweden little 


more than a province, as it had been during the union of 
Cahnar, 


Be this as it will, Wrangel was feht wijh a part of the 
Beet and army to befiegc Crenenburgh, and the fiege of Co¬ 
penhagen immcdiatcIyJanguifhed. It was three weeks be¬ 
fore he made himfelf maftor of that fortrefs, during which 
time Gujiavus (B) was too weak to venture upon giving the 


(B) Wrangel puflied tke at- ceived Ac news that Cepenha- 
tack on Crenenburgh with the had fotrendered.v Next, he 
utmoft vigonr. Eb threw a publilbedl by a tromprt,- that 
multitufle of bombs into the Denmark had foluaitted to Gt/- 
fortrefs, that pat the garriibn tansus. The garri&n began to 
into Ute ntmofi coofufion. He matioy, and all the endeavoan 
ofed a variety of firatagems to of dte brave governor and offii- 
make them fnrrend^. Among oot kMp them 

others, he ordered a generM fiu^ndenng oa 4e afitih of 
difeharge of the cannon and 
attiketry« aa if he had jud rO*^ 




aflault to the capital. He had^ow 9000 mtii* and 
dc^bted not but the befieged, able to b^^,.anna, exceeded 
that number. As (bon, however, as he was joined by the ^ 
troops |fom Crorienktrgh^ h(v ordered a bri(k attack to be 
made, towards the weft gate, between the pond of St. 

George and the Tea, wbi<^ covered the betiegers on the * 
right and left i but the Danes behaved with fuch intrepidity 
that the attempt was bafEed, and great (laughter made 
among the Swedes, Famine, however, began to weaken the 
befieged ; but this likewi fc was remedied by Frederic's vi¬ 
gilance, who found means to get a cojtvoy fsfc into the Itar- 
bour, while a pait of the Swtd/I> licet was cruifiug^for the 
Dutch fquadron. * 

Bor the moft vigojous action of the whole happened T ^ 
in the ifle of AmaJi^ both kings commanding in perfon. of Swe- 
'I'he Sxvrdcs had made a ftiddfa defcctit on it, plundered, and den ««r- 
got polfclfion of the^ii(lanu, and Frederic rcfolvcd to drive^ 
them out. Gujluvus owed his (ucccis, in a great meafure, ^ 
tda Danifl) called Tf 'andcrvtry whom he obliged * 

bt-«is g-lde in his attack'on AtnaA, This olHcer, having 
afterwards made his efcape in the night, arrived in Copenha* 
gcu^ ga^e the Icing an e>:a.’l account of the Swedijl) forces 
in A/nacky their difpofiiion, intepuons, and of the arrival of 
. the Didth fleet at Elfensrcy w'hcrc they only waited for a fa¬ 
vourable wind to proceed tr>* ^ope»hngeHy and lelicve the 
city. T^aftly, he (aid that Gujluvus intended (priiting tlie 
ifland, but v/culJ liift fet the w'hoJe on iipe. Kiiially, he 
advifed his majefty to attack the Swedes in their pofla on the 
iiland, offered to he his conductor, and gave (irong aflU- 
rattces of the podibillty of taking the king and that part of 
the Suvd/Jh arrrw prffoners. , 

FREDEkIC immediately called a couifril, to deli¬ 
berate vvbethcr it was adTifable to ioiluw IVandet irr’s pro- 
pofal, and it they might fufficiently confide in bis intclli- 

f cnce. At length the fally was refolved on, and Frederic 
etermined to command it in perfon. He immediately 
drew out his horfe and foot, and having given the proper 
diredion% marched directly towards the enemy. Support¬ 
ed bysgencral Gueldcnlsvj and major-general Alfeldty he at¬ 
tacked the dividon commanded by Gujiavusy and was re¬ 
ceived with equal vigour and intrepidity. A furious fire was 
madebyboftt fidcs, and prodigious (laughter j buttheZ)awr, 
aiumated by the pre(ence and example of their monarch, 
and knowing that honour, property, and life, were all at 
ftake, derpiffd death, pufbed on with fuch (irmr.efs as di(- 
C?mccrted the broksjJ^ir lihes, put them i.n confu- 

^ lufion 
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TtoUf and Ibfced W ij&of all his endeavotiirtff 'iff 

Ciirtiwliliiiiftir titlQ,pis boats, and resain-theffeef. 

This retr^^K^aws not eiFedted without great lol& and c&'t*^ 
fufion. His majeily muft have certainly been taken 
ibner, had not the brave offioer who attended Ms^perfon, 
and commanded the guard, thrown himfelf and his men in 
the midft of the Danes, fought till all his people were killed, 
and then furrendered as foon as he found the king had 
eicmd. 

The advantage which refulted from this fally was very 
confiderable, and the whole glory of it was ^ue to the king, 
who had executed lVand<rver\^\z\\ with fo much intrcpr- 
dity and.condu£l:. It however afforded a remarkable inilance 
of the little confidence which generals ought to repofe in 
prifoners and deferters; for Wanderver had Only ferved the 
king of Sweden with a view to feduce him into lome capital 
blunder, which might prove ufeful to his country. 

Next day major Bsnkwall arrived with the joyful news, 
that the Dutch fleet were entering the Scund in their way to 
Cepenhaien, The flates had, in fpite of all the endeavours 
• of the Swedijh refident, given orders to admiral lf%Jfenaar 
Opdam, not' only to protea the Dutch trade in the Baltic^ 
but to lead the forces ftipv.lated by the treaty with the king 
of Denmark, to fight the Sw;dtjh fleet if they ofivred to op- 
pofe him, and to aiSft Den^iark by every method he could 
contrive. This it was that'‘brought on the famous battle 
between the two fleets in the Sound, in which both difplayed 
great fkill, intrepidity, and undaunted refolution, though it 
terminated to the difadvantage of the Swedes, Vi£Iory in¬ 
deed is to this day difputed ; but certain it is, that the Swe* 
dijh fleet firft drew oflT under the cannon of Lanjkreon ; that 
Opdam landgi a firong reinforcement or mer*, ammunition, 
and provifion, to which Cepenha^ owed its fafety, and 
foim^ a plan for burning the Swedijh fquadrop, that could 
not be pofliblc, had he not been vi^orioiis in the former en<« 
gagement. But we ihali defer particulars, until we can 
give a minute detail in the hiftory of Swtden, to which it 
more properly belongs, on account of the ibare Gsi/immi 
had in warding the laft blow meditated by the Dutch admi¬ 
ral (C), • 

(C) Oa liis return to Helland Dutch envoy thou^t it advifidile 
Ofdem was accuftd of negli. to carry matters ib hr, and to 
gcaee, n notparfuiDg bis ad- mia the SvieeSfi maHae^ as 
vaoiaiee, aad baraiag the Swe- they fiiN propoftd teradasiSag 
df^ ^asdroa; yat it is pro- matters la the wtf uX n^j^oiia* 
bwJe, that nettaer he nor the tioa. 



la die 

aperationa tte Me* haviaff withdrawn hia caumonliw 
favfral baupnet ana advanced polls. Still, however, he 
* kqpt the bna^H^ cloreljr blocked up by land. But after the 
battle ^ forw^ hia camp ayt CrofocH^ retired to a greatel: 
diftance, drew lines to prevent furprifes from the city, took 
po/Teffion of, the eaninencet round Copenhagen, and convert¬ 
ed the liege into a blockade, which continued until a peace 
was Agned. In elFe^, he now thought lefs of talking Copen- 
hagen§ than of frullrating the attempts of the allies of Dm- 
marL The eleftor of hraniUnburgb had already entered Frede* 
Holfiein, and was preparing to pafs over to Zeiand, Firfl^ricV al- 
hc went to Jfe»y where he laid ficgc to Sanderbur^h, the march 
ilrongeft fortrefs in the ifland, and took it. Herl he like- Jf 
wife made prifoners the Swedijh general Klaufl, and a corps "v * 
of fix hundred horfe and feme infantry. ,He was, however, 
prevented from purfuing his Iticcefs by the fevtrity of the 
weather. a 

At Borkalm, the innabitants rofe In arms, attacked, and Several 
cuf in pieces the Swedijh garrilbn. Frederic was fo pieafed ndvanta- 
witJf their loyalty that he cbnfcrred fomc new privileges 
the people, and obllinately retufed to cede this Ifland when 
a peace ^as negotiating. The ipilitia of Norway, under 
general Irtrhwien, had made thqnfdves mailers of Drou’^ 
theim and all that bailliage, after^a fiege of eleven weeks. 

Several other advantages were gained by Denmark ; but yet 
the capital was not delivered from the attaclcs of Gufiavus* 

His Swedifi) majeily perceiving himfelf rid af a powerful 
enemy, by a treaty concluded with the czar of Mujeovy in ^ 
the beginning of the year 1659, and the allies of Denmark 
uniting againll him, determined upon making one general 
effort to gain Co^nhnfen^ before the frofl (houl4 enable the 
eie^Or of Bramtnburgh to pafs over on the ice. * Before he 
entered upon this defign of fiorming the city, he made feve- 
ral feints, an/gave a variety of falfe alarms, in order to put 
Frederic qS his guard, and weary out the garrifon with con- 
tinual watching. He Jikewife engaged Meadow, Cromwdi'n ^Swedeii 
envoy, to go XoCopenbagen^ and by exaggerating the flrcngth re/ehes 
of the Swedijh army, and the great preparations making to uypn 
ftofffl the city, to intimidate Frederic: Init Ulfeld, 'w\aSft<rming 
ftrove 10 recover the favour of his king, lent intelligence of Copen- 
aU that was done in the Swedijh carhp, and of the intention hagen. 
of Meadowi. Certain propolals of peace were made by the 
Eng^/b envoy, and rejeAed, as diihonourable, by Freddie, 
who demanded fiercely of Meadows, ** What fort of prince 
** that mud be, who could tranfmit to pollerity his own 
Moo. Hi-JTr VoL.^XXXlJr^ • K k « dif- 
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^Hhonour tinder |u» hand,I'* “ The d^vil himfelf} 
•• added he, feall never force me to 

In eiFed, FrMeric refolved to ftand the and €uf- 

tavus prepared every thing for forming the city on the 6th 
oi January, Between fix aftd feven in the evening, the 
Swedes made a feint for a general attack j but the beheged, 
apprifed of their intention hf% fignal from fome fecrct 
friends, kept to their guard without being much alarmed. 
For that month Gujlavus made feveral other manoeuvres of 
the fame nature ; out the inhabitants of Copenhagen having 
every thing in readinefs to ftand a generaf aflault, paid but 
dittle regard to all thefe menaces. - 

At faA the king hnding much time lod, without making 
any progrefs in the liegc, he refolved upon forming the 
city on tne lOth February. He ordered the foldicrs ro put 
fhirts over their cloaths, w^ich he imagined would con¬ 
ceal their march, as there was fnow on the ground, by 
rendering thena of the fame coloif*, or rather appearance. 
By this nratagem, they came fo near the bcflegcJ, as. to 
touch them with their arms befQre they were ptyccived, and 
then bcganithree attacks, all of them equally unfucc^sful 
and intrepfd. Steinboek, genei'al of the artillery, commanded 
the attack on the fide oh the citadel; and the colonels Dal- 
xuig and Ferfer^ having fijrced the firft entrenchment, cut 
down the pallifadoes, leaped into the ditch, and applied 
their ladders tn the walls. Several of the foldicrs mounted, 
notwithftanding a furious fire was made from the bcficgcd ; 
but almoft all the officers being flain or wounded, the men 
loft courage, and all the endeavours of Steinbod could not 
prevail on them to continue the attack. 

The fccond attack was conduiSled^vith no lefs vigour, at 
Chrijlians-heeuen^ near the ifle of Amaek. »Here the befieged 
had broke the ice, and placed barges filled with cannon and 
mortars, from which they played as from batteries. The 
Swedes made themfcives mafters of fome of thefe, and pulh- 
ed the attack fo brifkly, that it was apprehended they would 
fucceed on this fide } when, happily for the garrifon, colonel 
Smdt was flain, and immediately the ardour of the befiegers 
abated. ^ 

BANNIE R commanded the third attack ^ hrs valour 
was confpicuous, and more diftinguifhed than that of any 
ether officer $ yet fuch was the obflinate intrepidity of the 
befieged, that' he was taken prifoner, and his corp totally 
defeated. Day now began to appear, all the attacks farlcd, 
and there was no profpe6t of forcing the city; Guftevus 
therefore returned to .his ^amp, extr^ely chagrined with 
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ills diCippointinent* Hit Ids was |^* and kr^trie^ 
vable, as iame of his befl; officers were |iUedl and taken prir 
Toners. ^ 

As,to king Frederic^ ht;was the whole night on horfc^rede- 
back, animating his troops by his prefence and example, nc’^/Vr- 
Jiftributing his orders, performing every duty of a great ff'^P'dagd 
icing, and vigilant, able commander. Danger feemed to 
have given nerves to his body, and additional vigour to his * 
miiid. He W’as prefent every where, and gave fach proofs , 
of undaunted 4}rowefs, as redoubled the courage and loyally 
of his fubjeflsj and equally attracted their love and admi¬ 
ration. 

This rcpulfe, however mortifying, did not fibligc 
vui to relinquifli his defign of conquering Denmark. He 
fent count IVuldec to reduce the ifland Langland^ where that 
general Jofl an arm, and v«s foiled in the attempt.- It was 
however fubdued foon after by Wrangtl and count Horn. At 
Lanland the Swedes met with thcHame fuccefs 
• In the mean time a fleet, under lord Moni&guey arrived in l^ng- 

thc Soundty to watch the motion* of the Dutch fquadron, . 

which he did fp ciofely, that he prevented Op^m from giving 
any alTiftance to Frederic or his allies. The cle^lor of Bran- ^ 
<aV«/^w;-J*ft»befieged Frederics-Odde^tAwe:::^^ the garrifon to great 
ftraits, and at laft got poITeflion of the fortrels, from whence 
he propofed palling into Fioniaf had he not been prevented 
by contrary winds. This defign was aft?rwa«-ds refumed, 
and the ifland attacked in three different places at ilie fame 
time; but rcpulfed by the vigorous meafures taken by Pen, 
the Englijh commodore, wlio burnt all the boats belonging 
to the allies, and made 400 impcrialifls and 600 Branden- 
burghers prifoners. • 

COPE VP HAG E N was ftill blockcdaip, but not 
fo ciofely as greatly to incommode the inhabitants. A prance 
treaty was ftruck up between England and France, by which aWEng- 
they mutually er^aged in labouring to cftablilh t!:e peace of land ojer 
the AarZ/j, Holland was folicited to accede to this treaty; their mt- 
and it was at length agreed among the three powers, that dintim, 
they Ihqpld declare againft either of the parties' who Ihould 
rejedliquitable terms. It was no eafy matter, however, to 
fix the Itandard of juftice where prejudices reigned ffrongly, 
and intereff on one ,fidc or other took deep root., A cau¬ 
tionary claufe was therefore inferted, fpcclfying, that ibould 
the mediators chance to differ among themlclves, all aiffs 
performed in favour of cither of their allies (hould be 

Vid. Menj. du^eval. de^^jlon.. p. 114, ct f«q. 
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A. D. deemedl aSti of hoftlitty to each Fremce and Enghni 

1659*. annuHed the third article of the treaty of Rsfchitd^ whereby 
the free navigation of the Baltic was refufed to foreign 
powers, and particularly foreigji men of war prohibited 
from palSng the Sound. 

In conftquence of the cautionary claufe in the treaty be« 
tween England, Franci,and HoUand^ lord Montague permitted 
admir^^ updam to enter the harbour of Copenhagen, whereby 
the fiege was raifed, and that capital freed from ail danger ; 
but he dented Ruyter, the other Dutch admifai, the liberty 
cf^joining him. This, however, he did foon after, and 
wanted to land 4Q00 men on account of a dangerous dif- 
temper and* fcarcity of provtiton that reigned in the fleet ;• 
butTrrr/er/V would not permit them to land. Times were now 
changed, and his capital no longer Aood in need^of that afliffo 
arKc which they afforded him* out of neceiEty, awd folely 
from a regard 10 their owr intereft. a word, he greatly 
rcfentid the aitful conduit of the ftates general, and during 
the negotiation broke out into fevere invedives againft Hoi- 
land, Whctl^er it was Aat the king’s bold freedom made 
fome impreflion on the minds o.*" the Hotianda^s, or that they 
found their own intereft f^rongly conne^ed with h|s, their 
conduct Teemed to take a different turn ; and, inftead of re« 
renting his acrimony, they pore ftrongly efpoufed his caufc. 
Kegoti- The mediators Teemed nowto incline tothe fide of Frederic, 
atnns/er infifting upoii terms for his intereft, of which the vidc- 
apeace, jious monarch rff Szveden loudly complained. He exclaimed 
in particular againft England, calling the republic ingrateful 
to him, and blind to their own intereft, for refufing to f!hare 
with him in the fpoils of ruined Denmark. At laft the Bng- 
IJh fleet, on M'hich Gujimui founded tiis chief hopes, de¬ 
parted, allowing the Dutch the free liberty of a£ling in fa¬ 
vour of Denmark. This my lord Montague did, die more 
to oblige the parties to peace} for both relying on the aiHf- 
tance of their allies, were the more difliculc with refped to 
terms. 

O F D AM commanded in chief, and Fju^ter a feparate 
fquadron under him. I'he latter^ refolvxng to preftt by the 
departure of the Englijh admiral, fought means to attack the 
SuviVJh fleet at Lamdjkroon. He made ieveral attempts to 
burn four ftiips moored in the harbour, but failed in each* 
He then endeavoured to bombard Eljimre and ffelfii^hergh, 
but was prevented by contrary winds, on which he returned 
to Copenhagen, faying, that the elements confptred to comp 
penfate to GujlefVits the loft of his £K|r//|^ allies. By or- 
u.:i of the Dutch ambaindws, '^eundeitook fcvcral otbe|^- 
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|erprfre$9 all of which pro^d abortive, %ltti<ra|^ they wtff . 
contrived with prudence, and executed with the necefmr^ 
fary oaution and courage. • At laft a deicent on Fiwiu was 
determined, which, if iuccefsful, would greatly incommode^ 
Guflavusy and co-operatt greatly in terminating the nego¬ 
tiation of peace, now grown tedious. Ruper let fail with 
the Dutch forces on board, after concerting mcafures for 
joining the imperialifts and Danes, All arrived off the ifland 
on the 8th of November^ efTedled a landing, and puflicd their 
operations with Aich vigour, that the towns of Odenfee and 
Caritmmde furrendered, and the whole ifland ^aa in a fair 
way of being reduced, before Gujlavusy at that time in the 
ifle of FaUircy was apprifed of the motions of the fleet. The 
king of oweden now determined to redeem by celerity and 
couragef what he had loft by the inadiivity of his generals. 

He Tent immediate cyderi to tha«frince of Sahsdtach to fight 
the enemy, and difpatched general Steenboek to reinforce him. 
Steenboek arrived juft in time to witnefs, and bear a part in the 
defeat an^ ruin of the Sutedes. Both armies^engaged, and 
the imperialiftsf who led tfanr attack in the center, were re* 
pulfed^ith prodigious lofs. Tjrc Danijh cavalry on the 
right were not more fucceisful ^ vi^ory feemed ready to de¬ 
clare every where for the Swcduf, when general Sehack gave 
orders to the Hollanders to adi^ance, which jthey did with fo 
much firmnefs and intrepidity, that firft the right wing of the 
Swedes was put in confuflon and driven oft’ the field j and *l^be 
next the left wing, which had entrenched itfelf in certain S’vedes 
narrow defiles, was attacked. Supported by the Danijh ca- 
valry, which had rallied and returned to the charge, the 
Dutch carried jll before them, retook the artilleiy and bag- 
gage that haa fallen into the enemies hands, drove the ^ ^ ' 
Swedes into Jfewburgh^ and entirely defeated them w'ith pro¬ 
digious flaughter. As for the two Swedijh generals, they 
made their efcape through woods almoft impervious, reached 
the Chore of the other fide of the ifland, and by great re¬ 
wards engaged a fiCherman to carry them to Zelandy whither 
thi^ went with the difmal tidings of their misfortune. 

up%N diis the city of Newhufgh was befieged and 
taken, after a vigorous refiftance. It will be but juflice to 
die Dutch to acknowledge, that the vi^ory was chiefly ob¬ 
tained by the condud of Ruytefy and the intrepidity of gene- 
nU Sduuky who commands the forces of Holland \ yet 
their moderation was fo great, and military difcipline fo 
cxadly obfenred, that wbife the imperialifts and Pelest and 
even the Datus^ wc{e pillag^if and deftroying the town of 

^ K k 3 Newburgh^ 
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f, N^lurgk^ no Dutchman ever ftirred from his poft, exceft 
'to reftrain the barbarous avarice of the other allies. 

7 he loft on In Newhurgh were found i<So pieces of cannon, together 
the fide , ivith a great quantity of ammunition. Eleven regiments of 
of the cavalry, the heft troops of Swedsty were made prifoners, 
Swedes, and incorporated in the confederate army} and of 7000 
Swedes^ who began the engagement, there cfcaped only the 
* two generds, Scihzbach and Steenhoek, with a flender retinue 
of domcftics} all the reft being taken or kitlcd in the field, 
in the purfuit, or in Netihrgh, H'he prifoners amounted to 
4000 } on the fide oi'the allies the iofs was computed at 
about 500 ilain, among which were feveral officers of dif- 
tindlion. After all, this viftory was rather glorious to the 
confederate arms than important to Denmark j the policy of 
HoUand depriving Frederic of alt the advantages wh^Ch natu- 
rally refulted from it. It ..*as not the^mtereft of that repub- 
lie to opprefs Sweden, or deftroy the biillancc of power be- 
^Hol- tiipgen the northern crowns. For this reafon Ru^er had or¬ 
ders not to puffue his conquefts into Zeland, nor turn the for¬ 
tune of war too much in favour of Denmark, Frederic was 
prelfing with him to advance towards Copenhagen, apd drive 
the Swedes out oi theifland ^ but he pofitively declared, that 
the approaching winter reiidered it nccelfary to withdraw 
the fleet out of the northern Teas, to prevent its being 
locked up by the froft, and expofed to the attempts of 
the enemy, whd would not fail to attack him upon the ice. 

All this while the negotiation went on ; and now the 
Danifif commiflioners made the reftitution of Dronibeim a 
neceflar)* condition of peace. This what Gufavus had 
no mind to grant, as it would in a manner^eclare him the 
aggrclTor, and confequentiv fubjeft him to other oppreffive 
conditions. He therefore laboured for the mcj'ns of conti¬ 
nuing the war, and retrieving the honour of his. arms j for 
which purpofe he allembled the ftates of Sweden. Hence it 
was that the Dutch once more found it necefiary to alter 
their politicks, and declare openly in favour of Denmark. 
Rufier, of confequence, failed to Copenhagen, and*to his vi- 
A. D. g^*nce wd excellent condu^ the Danes owed the fiffety of 
1660. cajjMtal, on a third attack of the Swedes, who were re¬ 
paired with lofs, by the ftrong out>guards, admirably polled 
Gufttvas by Rsyter, In a word, every thing tended to the renewal 
4’w. of the war, when, happily for Denmark, the magnanimous 
ChoffUs Gufienms died. 

The mediators thought ^to profit by^this event. They 
urged king Frederic openly to declare J»is pacific intentional 
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and were aftoniflied to hear that generous prince loud in the 
piaifes.of his greateft eneiny« and even la«nenting the death 
of Gu/tavus with tears in bis eyes. He feemed indeed avorie ^ 
to taicihg the advantage which policy required, of the lofs of 
that monarch; and at laft told the mediators, that hewoui4 • 
let Sweden make the firft declaration of her defigns. The 
commiilaries vrere indeed fo forward in terminating 
a war, which mull be attended with great inconvenicncies 
duriftg a new reign, that peace wuld Toon have been con¬ 
cluded, had not^he French and BngUJh ambalTadors too ftre- 
nuouHy ePpoufed the intereft of the young king of Sweden, 

It would be unneccdarily tedious to recite theprogfofs of this 
negotiation, in which each of the powers endeavoured to 
gain Pome particular advantage, at the cxpence of the others. 
huiHcient it is, that, after being retarded by a variety 6f cir- 
cumftancSs, a peace was at length concluded ; the ambaf- Peaee ren* 
i'adors of the diiFerent^ations waitt^ oir the king and queen^ r/«ded» 
to/elicitate them on/his joyful event, which was proclaim¬ 
ed by a geperal difenarge of the Pmall arms and artillery ij| 
the Swed^ cam^ and of fhe cannon on the rajjiiparts of Cor 
penbagen. ^ * 

By this peace the ftrong fortress of Crenenhurgb, all the 
Danijh iflands in the Baltic^ andctbc bailiiage of Drontheim^ 
were reftored to Frederic ; whil# the ifland of Rugen^ the 
provinces of Blekingy HalUmd, Ind Schonen, were adjudged to 
Sweden. Several other particulars, of lePs coniideration. 


were inPerted in this treaty. • 

Notwithstanoisg the treaty of peace was nowlign- The de - 
cd and ratified, by the parties concerned, its effects were al- mands cf 
moft deftrpyed by t|je pretenfions of the duke of Holjlein^ *be duke of 
who Pent conuftillancs to Cepenlmgen^ with the* following 
propofttions, in confequence of the treaty of Rofchildi 
li That the king fhould cede his claim to the duke's domi¬ 
nions, as ^ePs of his crown ; and no more look upon his 
highnePs as a vailal of Denmark, 2. That his majefly fbould 
cede the bailiiage of Swabfide, and ocher territories fpeci!* 
bed. 3. That he fhould furrender the fortrePs of Rendburgh 
to his higHhePs* 4. That he fhould abolifh the adminiftra- 
tion of liie regency, in the duchies of Heljlein and SUfwick, 

5. That his majefty fiiould reimburPe the duke in the ex- 
pcnces of the war, and give fufficient fccurity for the per- 
fonnance of the above articles. ThePc, with a number of 
other propofttions, were reje^d, as inPolent and exorhi- 
tant, by the court of Denmark ; but the king of Sweden^ who 
was defirous of landing the^ke-Jn his intereft, refufed to 
Hnchdravr his forces, before Tif ftighncPs received full Patif- 

' fai^ion. 
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fa^ion. Orders wm even fent to the SxveS^ genends to 
recommence hoftfliriest in cafe Fnderie pcrfitted in his 
fufal. Thus the Danes found themfelves conftraioed to 
]rieid to the duke’s remonftran^es, or engage a frefli in a 
war, that had wholly drained the treafury, and cxhaufted 
the kingdom. The fpverctgnty,' ^therefore, which the duke 
demanded, was granted *, but without prejudice to the an¬ 
cient union, between the ctown of Denmark and the duchies, 
to the rights of the crown over the bailliage of Swahjii^^ to 
the revenues of the chapter of Slejwie, or*to feveral other 
rights and claims of Icfs confideration (A). 

iMNiiiniATELY after this peace it war that king FretUr'ic 
applied hnnfelf d.ligcntly to repair the diforders introduced 
into his dominions % the late ruinous war, and to form the 
plan which brought about that great revolution the con- 
ftitution of the Danijh government, which from a kind of 
ariftocracy, reduced tt © ihe moft abUMutc monarchy in Eu- 
rspe. There arc various cojijcffurcs wilth refpeft to the (hare 
his majefty bore in this great event. Some waiters wholly 
aferibe it to^he infolenceof the nobility, ^d the united re- 
fentment of the people, arifing from unavoidable circum*r 
fbeenmsn ftances. Others, on thtreontrary, ajSirm, that hA majefty 
ftnderti fomented their divifions by \he moft artful policy, in order to 
iHrtii- eftablifti the royal prerogattvf on the mins of public liberty.' 
tary^ We have already given a diftind view of this revolution from 

the beft authoj^ity ; it is fufficient, therefore, that we obferve 
the sera in which it happened, and that if ever prince merited 
fo much conHdcnce from his fubjeds, Frederic certainly had 
a chiim to all the rights now put into his hands, as his cou¬ 
rage, policj^, and peneverance, had cer^inly lefcued Denmark 
from the jaws of perdition, at a time when it was in the 
moft imminent danger of becoming a province to SxuedenyZnd 
% facrifice to the contending interefts of thofe voters, who, 
under the names of allies and mediators, ftudted nothing 
befides their own eniolument, the expence both of Sweden 
and Denmark, 

We Isave feen that the fortrefs of Crmenhur^^ and the 
f 66^ tflands of the Bakif^ were reftored hy the late Sea|y; but 
it was with djiBcul^ the Swedes were perfuaded to evacuate 




Frederic 
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km/elf to 
domefiic 
eettcerns. 


(A) It nay be proper to ob- 
ferw, te SioedUf on the con- 
dufion of the peace, ooaieiiied 
to cede the ioo,ooo crowns, 
wlnek the king dP Denmark 


engeged to pay for the SnvedijSh 
frttlenents on the eoall of Gw- 
nea. Hie reader wiU fiadadif- 
account of this tranfadioa 
io vol. zeii. of our hidory. 
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<liem. However, the Tpirtted remonftranccs of ? 7 r/m, the 
iprmch ambaflador, if we may credit himfelf, had th« enh£tf 
and obtained the full execution of the ticaty on both fides-^>^ 
Nownhere only remained trouble Denmark^ a coldncfi 
between the court and the duke of Hoffiein^ occafioned by % 

Jate treaty of alliance Hte concluded with Sweden, Pt eirh 
beheld with jealoufy fo ftridl an union between the courts of 
Stockhlm and Ihljlein: he repeated the necclfity he was un> 
deft of ceding the undoubted rights of his crown to that 
prince; but ifb was forced to ififle his indignation, on ac« 
count of theunfettled ftateof his dominions, arifing fwom 
the late revolution and war. On the contrary,cthe duke, 
encouraged by his alliance, and by the weak condition of 
Denmarit prbpofed by the conjun<^ure, to eftabiilh and ad> 
vaiice his own interelf ajjd independency. As he found 
great dTlSculty In maintaining the body of {landing lorccs 
wanted to completS'his def»gnaf 4 ie-propored to the king of 
X)enmarky to divisy the revenues of the duchies, which ufu- 
aliy had J>een lodged in a common treafury. He defired, 
that each might be allowed to take money upon his own rc> 
ceipt i although the intention of the common-treafury was, 
to pravent either party’s leyying^roops, without the confent 
and approbation of the other. Frederic penetrated the duke’s 
intention, but not being in ac<)ndition to break with Sweden, 
he yielded at length to the ibiportunity of that prince ; but 
on condition, that the money (hould not be applied to the 
prejudice of Denmark, and chat all taxes levied on the du¬ 
chies, ihould continue tp be brought, as u^jal, into the 
* common treafury} a circumdance which the politic duke 
found means to tiy'n to his own advantage. 

£ NGLJiND and Holland being on the* evp of a rup» ^ 0^ 
ture, the Duuh fent atnbafladors to Copenhagen, to engage |55«* 
Freder'u'% ^rintereft, where they doubted not of Aiccefs; as 
the fcrvices they had'donc that prince were fo frcfli in his 
mind, and the partiality which England had (hewn to Swe¬ 
den fo evident and recent. But the king found it conve¬ 
nient to liften to the propofuls of his Britannic revai^t^y, and 
iign triple alliance between the courts of London, Stock* •j'ripleal- 
holdt, and Copenhagen, In this treaty it was ilipulated, that SaLehe* 
anther king ihould harbour fuch ^rfons as were declared tween Ea- 
rebels in their own country; by which article, bis Britannic land,Den- 
majefty had a view to the murderers of hit father, and his mark, and 
Jdamfio m^efty to the famous count Ulfeld (A). Sweden. 

V Bssides 


(A) We Have ijltiijb is comitry, rife to the Kigheft 

laa, after being ^f’pl.toflilSjs pit^h of power in Sweden, ex^ 


citr 
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kh i^Qry ^Denmark. 


Difputes 'Bisioes this treaty with Englmd^ there were other moro 
httviten powerful obilacles«co the aiiiance which the dates-genemif. 
tkekin^^'y^i the United Fnmnca fought with Denmark. Thefe were^ 
and the the behaviour of the Dutch faftesrs in Guiaeat and thafi def- 
Putch fl- ^otifin in trade this republic every where aiTumed* The par- 
£r.iit thi:ir tjcjjjars of this quarrel Bofman relates minutely, but parti- 
jett anen!* ally, in his account of the coad oi Guinea \ and the reader 
* A ^ explained in our 17th volume. Wc ihall 


j66(>. 


cite Charles Gujla'i/usio the con- 
qusd of Denmarki and after¬ 
wards iucur jiis difpleafure by 
the fecret correfpondence he car¬ 
ried on at CopenhageHt when that 
city was beneged. (le was af¬ 
terwards arrefted by the court of 
Snuedea, but releafed at ^hejp^ 
tercelHon of TerUnt the French 
ambalfador; foon after which 


more fecurity abToad in effeding 
this revolution: chat he would 
be perfectly well received in 
France and Sweden^ if he car¬ 
ried i'uch propoftlions to either 
of thefe courts ; but that, as his 
dhfign was to give Dtamark a 
German king, he firft applied 
himfelf U^the eleftor, and could 
aHure him V>f fuccefs, if he em« 


he thiew himlelf into the power braced the propofat. - 
of his natural Wng, whom he General immediately 

bad fo grievoofly o£Fended, by acquainted his maftcr with VI- 
promoting the late war, witiw /r/^'s fecret, at which theraleClor 
out the precaution of obtaiuing was Arucic with horror. He 
his pardon. Ac Cepenha^en^ detefted the perfidy of Ulfeldt 
be was arreA^d and fent prilon And admired the fertility ot his 
er CO Bornholm ; but afterward! genius iu expedients to diilurb 
enlarged, and fuflbred, on his the repofe of his country. He 
parole, to go to the Spa^ and gave immediate notice to Fre- 
refide for his health, in the A*?- deric of Uf/el^^ defigns. f//-, 
thcrlancis. From thence he wrote fFld*i wife was arreiled in Eng- 


to count Swerint or as others land, and fsnt prifoner to Cs- 
think from acquaint- penhagen and hnufelf, finding 

jng that minillcr with a lecret that his projeds were blaAeif, 
of the tttmoft importance, which retreated to Bajil, with his three 
be could intruA to no one be- fons. Here he lived as tutor to 


fides the elector of Branden- three Dutch young nntlemeo, 
himfelf. TheeleAor im- and was at length dil^veredb/ 
mediately fent general Span to a quarrel which one of his Tons 
Ulfsld. They met m Bruges, had with a capuin ^^urici;, 
and the count informed him* On this, thinking himfelfe. un- 
that the Damfis nobiUty,incenfed lafe, he went up the Khine, in an 
agaiuA Fredtrict had determin* open boat, and died of a fevere 
pd to eled another king, and cold becontraiAedm his paffisgc; 
that the cler^ joined in the thus ridding his kips and coan- 
confptracv. That himfeir had tryof themoAinfi^daogenMw 
quitted Denmark to avoid their and proi*-cline eiieiny they ever 
importunity, and to labour ^vh Terltn, ibid, 

bPW< 



Tht Hifioiy of Denmark* 

hfreonly ]ie}ate» that the i^tt/Ci&funnounted^ll difSculties, and 
at laft concluded a quadruple alliance with Dmmark^ the 
ele£lor«of Brandenhurgb^ and the duke of Brunfwic ; from^ 
which the Dutch reaped this advantage, that their Eaji In¬ 
dia fleet found a fafe retreat in the harbour of Bergen in * 
Norway^ and baffled, by this means, all the attempts of 
the earl of Senidwichy admiral of the Enghjh fleets in thofe 
feast 

Now it waa that Ftederlc, din3urthcned*of all foreign 
wars by his alliances, and eafed of domeflic troubles by the 
late revolution, in confequcnce of which his preroj^ative was 
fo extravagantly extended, and the crown made* hereditary 
in his family, gave his whole attention to the affairs of com¬ 
merce, promoting induftry, gaining the affection of his fub- 
jedts, anfi watching over tflh education of the hereditary 
prince his Ton. Attended by count Parjherghy he 

lent the young pwee upon his travels; iirft to Holland^ 
from thence to England^ afterwards fo Frofue, returning by 
the way oVItaly and Otrrrittny to his own dominions. In paf- 
fing through (^manyy the ^oung prince coifbeived fuch a 
pafflon^for the princefs Cmrlottg Ettuliay daughter to the 
landgrave of Hejey that when l\p came to Denmark^ he ufed 
• his utmoft endeavours with hi:^ father for permifflon to ad- 
drefs that lady. Propofals were accordingly made, accepted, 
and the nuptials confummated in the royal*paIace of Oma- 
lienhurgh^ on the i6th of May 1667. • 

HOLLAND had no fooner concluded peace with 
England^ than the city of Amflerdam and the ftates general 
entered into dii'putcs with Frederic^ about certain fums of 
money lent him diffing the late war with Sweden^ and the 
duties exa^ed troiii Dutch (hipping in the ports of Norway, 
Thefe little^ontentions tended only to cool the friendfhip 
between the two powers, without any hazard of their oc- 
cafioning a rupture. In much the fame ftate were the 
courts of Denmark and Iloljietn ; they wrangled and difputed 
about their claims ; but fo far were they from deciding their 
differencas by arms, that they filenced them for a time W a 
famij^^alliance, the duke having efpoufed the princefs rrv- 
derua EmiHoy princefs of Denmark: notwithftanding which 
the duke did not break bis ei^agements with Sweamy nor 
renounce any of his claims. On the contrary, they were 
renewed in the year 1670, and the king was preparing to 
enforce his argument&with arms, when he was carried off 
by a chronical rnntrafted by the fatigue he 

underwent during|ih«iiegt: ^ital. 
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SECT. xvir. 

4 

The hijlery deiced to the dccejfm tf/a Frederic V. voitb 
a Jketcb of nahofe reign it concludes. 



The Hifiery ef Denmark.* 

a time, and wkh drcumftancet t^at foreboded him a reign 
Ao^nK^e pacific than the iaft. Notwithfianding all the en¬ 
deavours of Trtdme^ his fon found the kingdom filled with ^ 
troubles,.and contVifion, the ailairs of the ftatc in bad order, % 3 if fiait 
the whole fpecie of the kingdom drained by a tedious war Den- 
and heavy fubfidies \ and laftly, a variety of altercations niark on 
abroad with different fiates, particularly Swtdin, Hslland^ Chrif- 
amd the dukea of Gottorpy and Phen, 

ipROM the time that Sweden had broke the knot of union, 


which kept her in a kind of dependency on Denmarky foe had 
by large llrides elevated herfclf above her neighbours, and 
became formidable, through the courage and vigour of her 
monarchs, to all Europe, bhc had made conqueil# on all 
Tides, but the chief were the provinces wiefied from Detimark 
and Norway. From the latter foe had taken the provinces of 
yempterlarul and HerendahUnfl^n<^ from the latter a tradt of theflateef 
land which fecured her frontier^byimaking the Bound Sweden, 
botindery of her dominions on the xAtoi Denmark, 'rticfc, • 
aird a multitude of cfi^ct reafons, cotifpired to point out the 
neceflity of Chriftitif^s'*^itting himfelf in condition to retrain 
the ambition, rnJ make head againfi this jafpiring and 
powerful monarchy. With this view he directed that the 
fortificanons'of all the cities foould be repaired, and each put 
in a (late of defence ; that new fdftrefles foould be built in all 
places expofed to the infuhs oi thofe turbulent neighbours ; 
that military difcipline might be efiablifhed among his troops, 
the command of which he gave to the moil experienced of¬ 
ficers, whofe attachment to his perfon, and fidelity to the 
public, were approved ; and ialtly, he minutely examined 
the ftatc of the revenue, and laboured to fet it upon the beft 


footing, without cp^refong the people. 

Th£ duke of Goitsp'i clofe alliance with S^itedeny gave 
Chriftim umbrage, and his endeavours to break off the 
treaty betwe'&n thefe powers, introduced difpiites between 
him and the duke, which they both cenfented to terminate 
amicably, at an interview appointed at Eendsburgh. I'hitber 
the duke went, and was received by a general difeharge of 
the artil!^ mounted on the ramparts. His majefty paving 
immediately after his arrival received advice, that the S%uede§ 
were defeated by the ele£for of Brandentiurgby acquainted 
has highnefs, that he propofed marching with all his forces 
tpittfo the enemies of the empire *, and expeded that hn 
highnefs would not, in confequence of his ailianct with 
SwedtHy do any thing^to moleft his dominions during his ab- 
fonce. The hefit^inh a reply, and defiriog tknc to con- 
‘ ‘ fider 
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fl<Ier the king's demand, ChrtjHm ordered the jgates of 
Rindfiurgh to be fikur, in order to prevent the duke from 
giving orders to fiis governors to oppofe his defign, or of %p- < 
prizing Swiden of the mcafures he had concerted. Intimi¬ 
dated with a proceeding fo vigorous and unexpe^led, his 
highnefs complied not only with the king’s demand, but 
agreed to relieve a Danijh garrifon in Tunningen^t which was 
done without delay, Chniftian being equally prompt in exe¬ 
cuting, and prudent in concerting his proje^s, ,, 

This a£lion was highly blamed by the ^enemies of Den¬ 
mark. ^ The king was accufed of a breach of his word, and 
tiolation of the Taws of borpitality. It was reported, and 
induftrii^uily propagated, that his highnefs was confined to 
his chamber, a guard fet over him, and his petfon infultcd | 
nay, his life threatened if he refufed to comply, circum- 
llances fufficicntly refuted by the treaty, foon .after con¬ 
cluded between Dentmrk and Holftein^ as well as by the 
moft authentic documelitiruf this tran 63 ion. Befides, it is 
certain, that had he laid any reilraintX n the duke’s perfon, 
he might have Jbecn fairly juftified by Jic laws of nations, as 
at the very time when the gates were Ihi^t, it ie well attefteJ 
that certain letters and preje^s which 'ifltimatcd designs 
againd Denmark, were fbund among the pafkers Of baron 
Kielman, hril: minider of iialftein K In fadt, however, no 
violence was done to his highnefs, and the gates of Remls- 
burgh were &ut with no other view than to prevent his dif- 
concerting the king’s meafures; a circumdance unpreme¬ 
ditated, and arifing folely from the intelligence jud received 
from Germany. We are alTurcd from unimubted teftimony, 
that the king and prince George frequently vifited the duke, 
during his refidence at Rend/burgh, andahat they tedified for 
each other the warmed friendlhip, and proved the fincerity 
of their profeffions, by the treaty which immediately fol¬ 
lowed. jBy this the duke renounepy. the fovdTeignty be af^ 
fumed by the treaty of Rojehiid, redoring the ancient union 
between the two xbtes, upon the footing eliablifiied by the 
angedors of both princes. Upon his return to his own do- 
are 1,5 jaiified the treaty concluded at Rendjburgb, and 

r iwa patent whereby Frederic III. had maiTe l^m in¬ 

dependent on the crown of Denmark* He likewife formally 
ceded all claim to the advanti^es which he extorted during 
the late reign, at the conclufmn of the general peace^ and 
obliged his brother, the bilhop of Lubec, to do the fame. In 
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t Wordy after his majefty^s return to Ctfttiha^eni he rebrtvei 
■m letter wrote by the duke’s own hand, alTurine him of the 
Atisfa^lon he received in being thus rei^oncilea to his ma« ^ 
jelly ; and protefling, that it would be his utmoft care 
cultivate his majefty’s friefldihip, and the ancient and na« 

Cural amity betwtxn the two families, from which he ha^ 
been artfully drawn by ^:hc fuggeftions of his majefty's ene¬ 
mies, Thcfc circumftances we think quite fufficient to vin¬ 
dicate his majefty’scharafler, from the falfe afperfions thrown 
^oift at that time, and weakly tranfmitted by fubfequent * 
hiftorians to*poftcrity, in denance of truth, honoui, and 
jufUce. j A. n. 

CHR 1 ST!AN was nofooner at eafe with iyfyc£l to the 1675. 
houfc of H:lftcin^ than he openly declared war againft T/u hm; 
Sweden^ and joined his fleet to thefquadron in the* 
BaliU. The duchy of Bremen was the more immediate w"' 
caufc ofthis rupture, and itafterwards became thefubje^l 
a ftran^c labyrinth of inttigu%-n.'gfrtlation and wrangling. 

His majefty ordcre/ wap to be proclaimed by fca and land, 
detcrminipg to zgainft the Stvedat whofe ef 

fetfts wcrs^lcizet^irtifts porif j but the q;^et} was averfe to 
tlj^e war^^sud tiif miAi'ftry*cntfred fo much into hei fenti- 
mentff that the faireft occafion of humbling Sweden was 
loft, by their dilatory preparations. Hi-JldUin 

The firft hoftilities commcuccd at fea, two Damp Ihips 
attacked a S-a-edifl) man of* war ftatione^ off the fort of 
Brunjhuyfcn ; the action was (harp, but of Ihort duration, 
one of the Danp vcflTcis being funk, and iflic other forced to 
make ofF. This lofs the Dants repaired by taking a fleet of 
*SiL\-di/h merchantmen. 

While the wy wcntbrilkly on by fea, his majefty and 
the elciflor ''J Biaudinhurgh yxiA an interview at ‘*^ **'' 

hafeh^ to concert the opei^tions of the campaTgn. Here it 
was dctcr»int^ that Ohijtsan fhould attack Dm^artm, 
while the troops of ff$indiirgh^ Brandenhtirghy MurfUfy and Rrandcn- 
of the other allies, Ihould emplt^ their whole force againft burgh. 
Demmen and TribiSy a town of Fmetama. His, Damjh ma- 
jefty arrived at DamgarUn on the 2d of OBchcVy whore count 
Kmi^hlbnk defended the paftage of the river Recknih:, to the Ue for> a 
laft (Iktremity, and had a horle (hot under him. At laft \!!citthe firuffg 
poft was forced in the night, and the Sivedit obliged to re- pop«/ 
treat However, as they broke dowjn all the bridges behind DamgiT* 
them, his majefty was compelled to relinquilh the 
fuit. 


K;-XT 
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Next be fnarche().towai^« Sira^imd and baying nw^ ^ 
e1e£lor of Brandenh^K'm the neighbourhood iof ^ 

it was concerted that fits inajefty*8 next operations Ibouldl^ 
againft Wtjmar^ The winter was now far advanced, the 
iity of IVijtnar illniig^ and eafil)s fupplied with all necefiariet 
from Lubtc. Such mffieulttes, however, could not damp the 
ypirit of Chriji'ian. He levelled tits artillery againft two 
batteries at the mouth of the harbour, built to fecure a paf- 
fage to the town ; and at the fame time made his approaches 
before the town from three different quarters. The trenc^c^ 
were opened with extreme diligence on all hands ; five bat- 
terjes played incefiantly upon the befieged, with thirty-fix 
pieces oFgannon and five mortars. Bombs and ignited bul¬ 
lets were pdured into the town as thick as hail, the houfes 
reduced to albes, and garrifon and inhabitants to the moft 
deplorable fituation. A fhip of 46 guns, Rationed before 
fort Baieinff was taken, and thd garrifon of the fort fo inti¬ 
midated by the intrepkVt)^of^|^i5that they furrendcr- 
ed at diferetion. Still, however, held out for fomc 

days} and though the garrifon was alaii|nied by the enemy*d 
fiicccfs, and greatly harraffed with and continual 

watching, yet’ ftilr their courage V7.s jjidauntcp.^ ^very 
thing was attempted in th^jr own defence. AUer'g^ing a 
fatfe alarm on the left of th^ king’s camp, a ftrong body of 
foldlers and burghers fallicd out on the right, fought defpe- 
rately, but wererepulfed with lofs. 

To prevent fuch fallies for the future, his majefty ordered 
caltrops to be placed round the camp. He fent three bur¬ 
ghers, prifoners, Sack to the city, with orders to acquaint 
the inhabitants, that he would inftantly hang up all the. 
burghers who (hould be taken in the fallies, and he alfo 
drove back into the city fevcral women \$ho had been feat 
out, to fave provilion, many ol whoni perifisefiTVith hunger. 
Befides the vigorous refiftance of vhe b^’'fieged, hg had to en¬ 
counter with natural inconvenienck':. of licuation, which 
greatly retarded bis approaches. ,'Vifmar was furrounded 
with marches, which his majefty ^und it necefiary to 
drain, ^both for the health and conveniency of the fiat* 
diers, v^d to render his approaches pra^icahlcv Thif 
he attempted with engines ered^ed with great expeivc' and 
labour; but the toil was cndlefs, dte continual ,niitSr 
and neighbouring fprings and rivulets filling them ar 
faft as tney were emptied. Finding this expedient firuk* 
lefs, he contrived to dam up the waters, and keep hie 
camp dry by dykes and' ditches driver round. However, 
tbelhow and cold weathei becoinin«^ unfrffcrablr, thelbldi- 

^ers 
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j aii4mii^ofliGein^.i3tti^u«) wkh haxd 
c^pUints of thfi i^’s nifli^ m imdertakiHg 
laidA^ont a fie^» when the dmoa wa« fo far advanced. Ac 
tbe filin* Hmc Wrangtl di^mched co^Kmifinark with 
fironig denchinent to force a pafltge into the town, in which 
he was difapjKnatcd by the kiqj’s vi^Unce. In fpite of all' 
diUcuItics, Ckr^ian determined to Aorm the town in breach^ 

;and to pafa over the marihes upon light wooden bridges, con- 
^twvtyi for the putpofe. The cwenty«furft of Dtamitr was 
fixed for the atu,Gk. Early in die morning the troops bean 
to |ile over, three a«brcaA; and though they were miferaoly 
galled by the ^pe-ihot and mufketry of the befieged, ydt, 
animated hy the prefence and example of their monarch, they 
marched on, ictting danger at defiance. The attack on fort 
Sparhitri was led by the duke of Uo^aa-PUm^ where he was 
repuifed.. Qenerai Raftneramz was more fuccefsful in the at- 
ta^ on tlw new works on the of ^(^kU^erg^gmtt which 
he carried with littlejtopofirieiJT^Two hours a^r the gover¬ 
nor demanded a pifuy,/Und ofl&red terms of capitulation, 
which his majeOy For ten weeks be had defended 

himfeif with^reaffisk^igiog^nd conduct' the garrifon had 
fuAaipsd dOlKChrlen hardOi^ frmn cold, fatigue, and hun¬ 
ger ; th^ had for 'feveral days beefi reArided to a fcanty fub- 
AAcnee, hardly fufficient to keep them from perifhing j yet 
noising but the clamours of the burghers could oblige them 
to furrender. 

The fame day on which the king made bimAlf maAer of Rebnitx 
Wifmar^ general Arenfikrff appeared before RtbniiZt with e Jurrendert 
detachment of Dams and BraniftfAurgers. The SwtAJh gar- ^ At 
rifoo, not exceeding four hundred men, finding their endea- 
ynur to defond the place would be vain, forrendered on the 
firATumnfons ;‘1ind the pthon^ were equally divided between 
the troope of the king |nl cR^or. Several other enterprises Several 
were projede^ i^ndauUw othcia an attempt on the ifl^of other ad- 
Rstgttth to whii^ who had fecretly oppof^ the vantaget 

SvMjh war, put afiop, pretoiding that he had certaur inteb 
ligBOce of an intended defeent on ZtaRmd^ as fbon as Ae froA vvtr the 
came onthe expedmon to he headed by the young Kine of 
9imdt9» Uia iiUMe% gave credit to the report of his mintAer, 
icliMuiifiied the returned to Coptn^tut and found he 

vtitgfQ^ed. In the mean time he had ordered his fleet, 
ciQiBpiBiandcd Iiy wbniral AdAurt to cover bis cafutal, as be 
was too weak, though joioed by the DuiAm to ad oAen- 

W^(A). 

For- 


(A) Here it was th^ 
fonotts officer died^^ *he 
Mob, Hist. Wq L.-4», 
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1-1/ ' he 



* 

A. D. Fortune \fras not more favontablc this to 

1676. Swedes than ii hadtbeent the former. The allied fmes cop* 
tinued during the wiitter to block.up CarU/tadtf and reduced 
'•the garrifon to fodi extremities^ that the fortrefs wasJfurren* 
Carlofladt deled early in the fummer. His Danijh majefty demanded Car- 
t-aken f>y ''hftaAt\ and the other allies took the alarm* as he formed the 
she king, fetne preienftons to Stadty which would have made him mafter 
both of the fVefer and the Elbe \ but this laft city was ftill in' 
k the hands of the Swedes. However, the contention rofe hi^ft - 
the bifliop of Muafter., the duke of Lunenburg^ and the <^cc- 
to/, alt oppofed his demand ; apd though the conqueft was 
yet remote and precarious, yet it is certain their difputes about 
the imaginiry fpoil was of the greatefl prejudice to the ope¬ 
rations of the campaien. 

It gave great uncafinefs to the ftates of Holland to fee their 
allies ‘neglcdl real conquefts Wr difputes about cities which 
. poflibly might never «crMr their power. They propofed 
an expedient; and matters Wen^ fo fWr, that a treaty was 
drawn up,' and approved by the a;nb^q|dors of the fevwal 
princes} but it'^me to nothing, afc refufed to 

ratify it. ‘ ..Jx 

In the mean time the Svffdes Icd^ no oppouunity 61 igi;rvtying 
the enemy. The garrifon pf Stade had formed, during the 
winter, a fcheme of forpriftpg Jltena ; but the defign was de¬ 
feated by the vigilant meaforet of the Danijh garrifon. Se¬ 
veral other attcmjpts they made were equally unfuccefsfut •, and 
one may fay, thbt fortune rather forfook the arms of Sweden 
than cither courage, condu< 5 t, or j^rfevcrance. 

CbrlftianV This year it was that his majefty wrote to the regency of 
difpute Lubecky exhorting them to carry on no correfpondence with 
•with the Sweden 5 and threatening to kpep no tetifts wiUi that republic, 
Lu-jf refufed to break off heiVonrrdlions with tbfe' enemies 
fcecK. IjJj ifjofidom. Soon after heN dfixijjd in tjiisRemand, and 
infiftod only, that the Lstbtekm carry no contraband 

goodii into or fuch as wet^‘fpecified in the treatoof 

commVrcc between Denmark and' Lubeck. Having 6niflied 
this aflnir to bis fatisfadiion, he gave orders for augmenting 
his troAps j tnd*t6 raife funds for pufttii^ the war ou vigorob^ 
]y, he impofed a poll-tax on all bis fidnedts, coHe^iog it is 
a certain prop«tion, according to their ni|^fed abSkiea. A ' 
nobleman paliU two rixddlars; an officer, or placeman (ff i£ifi- 
tiu(Sion, one rixdtdUf} a do^or two marks j a merchant, 

he had an opportunity of ffgnw> the Fi^iass fieet, and giuaed 
Imnghirardfagainfithe^uv^cr. fever'^cn^. battles over the 
He had foimerly coming.ided '‘SA-f/jfi). ' 

, (1) d-d. Maumcml' lib, x.^ • 
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IliCKii-loKper, or burgher, half a crown ; a mechanic one (bl; 
kni to in proportion to the lowed rank of people. Tihis 
• tajfwas payable at two yearly indalmenti, and was fuppofed * 
would ^oduce feven hundred ^thoufand rixdollars. To pufli * 
his levies with the more fuccefs, he alfo ordained, that no 
'tradefman (houid keep aboi^ one journeyman and a boy; rc- * 
gulations equally injurious to. commerce, and oppreilivc of the 
,^irit of induflry in general} but neceflary to forward the 
''»*'e*»tHprcge£b and ambition of Cbrijiian. ^ ^ 

^ AnL the wori^ was furprifed at the diredlions which hisTonnin. 
majeity gave for difmantlinz 'Tonningen^ and blowing up the 
fortifications, after they had coft the government itnmenfe'A/^’*'*^* 
Turns in building and repairing. It was conje< 5 fured,« diat bis 
niajefify had given thefe orders on receiving advice, that an 
Engiyh amballador was on his way to follicit the reditution of 
this place tp the duke of Huljimn ; but this was no more than 
conje£fure, without any pofitive authorhy.; 

If the public behelA whhJiifpR7.e the demolition of 7 «»- 
kingen^ they were fliU^roy^onifhed at the downfall of 
chaiftcilor '^v^'.'iCUcing's chief minidaC and favou- 

rite, whom hc-hadjikr\’^V|jnk«nx)bfcurc raiflt tef the higheft.®^^'''^"'^* 


hondh^ |»V 0 fbri«nts of the kingdom. Some of his let- 
ter-fThavirfg been inrercepted, the king gave orders to general 
''Artnfdorff^ and three other lords, 'Ibout three o'clock in the 
morning, to inveft the houfe of ihe*burgomafter Falker^ who 
was privy to ali the minillcr’s fccrcts. The general executed 
his orders fo fccrctly, that be feized on Falhr^s pcrlbn and pa¬ 
pers without the lead noife, or being perceived hy any one, 
and committed him prifoncr, with all his dohicdics. Grijfen- 
fcliti ,who had no fufpicion of what happened, went as ufual 
to court at feven in Kle morning. He was met in the anti- 
chamber by gcnftal inquired where he waS 

going at fo earl y an h our r'Jpij^ich Griffenfcldt anfivered, he 
vi«s going to thiri 3 MP^)%«digAAu had better fTep to the liWa- 
ry, replies the general, asfhis majefty is not to be diflurlAd, 
and follow me without noKc.*' The minifter had arf fm- 
mediate foreboding of his fall i and cried out, as he weny af- 
tef the gencMl, If thefe are the king’s orders, ’tis prober I 
Heavens, whence comes fhis difgrace 1 ” 
j^When Oriffenfeldt was comimtted, his rnajefty gave di- 
frbdiOiv that all ^e chancellor's debtors and creditors fhoutd 
carry tb^ accounts to the trealurer. Soon after baron Kiil- 
mfin and h’ts three Tons were likewilc arrefied ; and ib fearful 
was the duke of Holfttin ^ bis ownperfon, that he cfeaped by 
nig^t to Hmniwrgh, qn^'H^e with fuch difp^h, that be 
kiUed two horfea by thfc way. ‘Aif tS^lb^udden imprifonmenss 

occidtoned great fpeculation. a Ifor fome time the people con* 

• T *1 M i ‘eluded 
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eluded that fome d^tq^eroua confpiracy againft the ^ 
his maiefty’s perfon, had been difeovered. Men fpoke 
fei ently of thU proc^ing j but the Dams »*." 

’ th(Hi?h Kietman and his childien were the ful^e^ acd mwif- 
lers of the duke of JHbt/ieht it was juftihablc ui his ma)e% to 
* fccure their pcrfoiii, as they wcr<e always bitter enemies ^ 
Denmark^ and had by their pernicious counfels - 

irreat confufion in their mafter's affairs, and occafmncd aJlAtM 
Suartcls between him and the king. They were befideS|«»4 
with having entered Denmark in a hoftile manner during the 
)aft war, and committed cruel ravages in different 
malcftv’s dominions. Befides, old Kttlman was conviaw of 
havini; pnblifticd bitter libels againft the king, both at Lon- 

Jon and Frankfort, . « r u c-n. 

GRI^'FENFELD^ was examined, for the nrft tune, on 

the twenty-fifth of jlprit , but’*hc obftinately refufed to anfwcr 
to the charge, and wc: from the court as refraaory, 

with acautmn from the fifcal.V.t, if mc perfifted in h»sWcnce, 
he fhould be condemned as a vV.uWM mute, whofc ^uilt 
rendered it flSUcrous for him.to the queft.ons pro- 

oofed. The Sme for wiiicrt* *.- corruption 

venality in diftributmg jficc* andjtthc <ale 5 

for his maiefty did not cart to lay open the fecrets of ftatc, Py 
proving him guilty of tvafon. Inftanccs of both were fo 

ilcarlv and drcumftantially'’proved, that he was condemned 
to lofc his head i though that fentence 
maieftv havinfe reprieved him on the fcaffold, but condemned 
him to perpetual imprifontnent. His anns w;re, however, 
firft broke; and the executioner was juft ready to fwr ftie 
head from the body when his reprieve was proclaimed, and 
he was conduacd to prifon, with boSks. Jjke a fcbool-boy, 

under his arm. >1 dhk .... 1 j 

Not Idng after was -f't^;ht tftM.trial, and con- 

deifincd by the fame judges fingers of his righj 

hald. to be expofed for ^ quartej of an ^ on a gibbet, and 
ihcVtp be conduacd out of tU town by the hangman, and 

for Tver banifted the kin^om. T 

C^JRISTJAN beUig dius delivered of a fanWefs miniftrr, 

who" ttavcrfcd all his defigns, by holfmg a fccrcc 
dcncc with the enemies of his ewintry, and hi^ undoubted!! 
betrayed the fleets and army,, appointed generals t^hc c^^ 
mandS each,in whom he «*^* ~**^* 
armv was ordered to march to hadt^ which cuy h^for 
time^been Mocknd up by^ielroops LwMurg, The l^o| 
of march^ his 

Ukewife to ^4?J but wl^ ^Viev rather to relieve th^if 
tl^e gatrifbn^ fer, "changinj; his fc^timents of a ^ 


Stadc is- 

(ifgfd. 



^Denmark; 

‘hevm mm defirous of mainuintne the Swidfs In SrmeXj 
^ and of dedarii^ war afrdlh agaUii^ UtUitid, with which he 
had concluded pe^ only from necdhty. # 

W FftN the allies made their appearance before Stade^ the 
garrifon conftlled of three thoufaxM men, and the burghen* 
were refolved to take armf ^ but a dyfentery prevailed among 
, 7-both, and fwept off great numbers. Befides, the town had 
laid.jn no ftore of provifions, and the men were reftri^ed to 
‘ a ctirtain allowance on the firft approaches of the enemy. 
Hod wver, as it waa open to the river, and the Munjitr forces 
were negligent in their duty, the garrifon found means 
draw in fome fupplies, before the benegers had enoiu|h puflied 
their works to prevent them. 

To cut off this advant^c, the allies refolved to attack, 
fore which commanded the communication of the 

town with the water; and began fo furious a cannonading, 
that it was laid in ruins in foort time, and all the artil¬ 
lery difmounted. Tnu commandant hung out a white 

dUgi but the him the honour^f war, he rc- 

folved to de^i^d Jli »Ti‘y;aMaff^tremity, iim now holtilities 

uol^fury. 
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rc(?5'mm.'*'' a.'J^iTf3redouDlra fury. At lad, finding the place 
nerfon^r tenablef he determined‘upon a fallv, and cutting 
^ his way through the bcliegers toPthc town. The effort was 
* brave, but unfuccefsful \ for hp ^as taken prifoner, with all 
his men. • 

Fort Gajiorp^ another ftrong out-poft, fugrendered a (hort 
time after the rc-du^lion of Swing. 'I'hrec men of war ap¬ 
peared off Stadia with intention to throw in provifions and 
ftpres of all kinds; but the diligence oi generaX Arenfdorff 
rendered their atterypts vain, though his vigilance could not 
prevent their landing forac mep at BrunJhuttU and Bracktorff^ 


and fetting fire to a villages, after piltpging the in¬ 
habitants. the Swedijb admiral, per¬ 

ceiving he could not r^e*jp Stade^ fet fail for GotttnburjL and 
narrowly efcaped commodtre Bqftiaenx^ who lay with AfquM- 
i^droa to intercept him. / 

Immediately on the departure of the Swedijb flmt, theS 
ibefie^rs Advanced their works ; but having certain adUce that/< 
r tSc Swn wti m great want of provifions, they altered tlieir**<f 
intention eA ftonping it to a kind of blockade, as famine 
would fixm oUige the garrifon to furrender, without any loff 
to the confe^rates. At laft, on the thirteenth of Auguji, the 
ga^raor ftgned a capttulattmi, the town was put into the 
liands of the allies, to become a bone of contention, 
until their dtffocentw te»nioated by a new divifion of 
their coaquells. ~ a 
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The opera- WHILE the Confederate army lay before ^taie^ Van TSnwii^ 
it tti of the arrived at Copenhagen with the Ihips of Amjltndam and Rott/lr* 
Bjiiiili ^'e/aniy and was received by the Jting with all poifible ^refped* 
being honoured with the order of the Elephant. His*ro«efty 
* deliberated with him about the n^eflary operations; and the 
refult was, that feveral Danijh fhips, which had been laid up^ 
ihould be equipped with all poflible expedition; the Danijh 
, miral Juely cruizing in the Baltitk^ reinforced with eight.^M*t, 

men of war, tt\6Van Tremp to follow, as foon^s the reft o| the 
flcercould be got ready, fuel had fcarcqlreccived this rein- 
forctnjcm when he fell in with two Swe^ijk men of war, one 
of wliicfl he burnt, having taken the other. He then fteered 
for the iiland of Gothland^ landed his men, in.fpite of all the 
refjftancc made by count Oxenjiiern the governor, whom, af¬ 
ter a vigorous and ftiarp engagement, he drove into Tt'ijhy, 
-After making himfclf of the whole ifland, except the 

capital, he laid ficgc by fea*^^^.and IVifbyy land was not 
long before be obliged the govprn(h^*o^^itulate, the inhabi¬ 
tants of the ifl5ad in getji ral ardent deiht 

to return untiJr mbJoininior,.^.^P.r^^xafline; an 
oath of allegiance from the inhabitants in iLehcnC*^5Jr,fo'ftic8 
as well as hiics, he left a ^anifon of five hundred merf in.., 
//7/rv, and pm to fca, where he was again rciniorced with fix 
Danijh and Dt:!eh men of wa». 

On tile fiiii fit June he deftried the Swedijh confifting 
of foity-foiir fail, befidvs tenders and frnall veft'els. On the 
fourth he came up with the Swedtjh admiral, and begun the 
engagcn.cnt at fix in the morning, between the coaft of ^che- 
nen and the ifte of Bornholm, The Sxtedes were fuperior m 
foicc; but they contented ihcmfclvcs witi cannonading, with¬ 
out coming to a clofc enyagt^entj or attenipting to board. 
In this yurl*\\zd the advantagev^i[,|^^fabled five of the ene¬ 
my'syhips i but was prevented b* iVd'm'purfuing and 

maklig prize of them. Next danthe fight was renewed at 
the fane hour; the Sxvedf/h admirfl, having the wind a-fteriiy 
bcaria; up as if he intended coming to a very clofe engage^ 
mentijbut this he declined a fecond time. Aft,^r a can-?, 
nonadm^ of four hours, and making feme attempts gp 
ftroy each other by fire-fhips, both admirals retired, as if by^ v 
ytdtintary confent, without any confidcrable advantage gained 
on cither fide. The Swedes^ indeed, loft one galliot of ten 
guns and thii ty men, had five fhips difabled, and were even, if 
We may credit the Danijh accounts, for^d to retreat each day. 

The news of this battle was fc^e ^rivtd at Copenhagen^ 
when Van Tremp put to fea t^th^’a/quadron of four Dmi^ 
and three Duteh men of war to cciufcrcc fuel, TheNHefis 
joined ort the feventh ol7Mnc,,ana^nei;t,*dw every thing was 

rf" 
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preptred /or a third engagemoii; but it wa» the eleventh be- 
f«e the battle began, coturary winds prevunting the confcde* 
rate fleet frona coming up whh the enemy. In the very begin-^ TmpUu 
ning of the fight the Swedijh admiraPs fliip, mounting oucniiiUrf 
hundred and four guns (A), was blown up. The reft of the ohmirnd 
fleet, difcouraged with fo unfortunate an accident, would have tbt 
-yetreated; but they were attaclted on every fide by the Tiutch •‘'wcdifti 
* z^BaniJh admirals. Neceffity obliged them to ft and in 
owr^ defence, and they fought for a long time with great re> # 
foliftion i but wCre^t laft forced to give way, and leave an 
undoubted vid^ A the fupertor (kill and good fortune 
Juel and VanTromPy after loling ten of their lar^fHhips 
one frigate of fixteen guns, and (everal other fm^ter vcftels. 

In the letter which the Dutch admiral wrote to the dates, he 
claims to himfelt the chief glory of this vi<^ory; but with 
little reafon, if we can rely on the Danijh and SwedIJh ac¬ 
counts, wht; agree, thatyirr^jod alibis officers performed all 
that could be cxpe(%d|fromilrhe moft experienced and refolute 



tn {iri> tranfadtion# Indeed the Sutedijh arms were not more 
^ fucccfhful by land than by fea. .The clc£tor of Brandenburg 
obliged them to raife the fiege of* the citadel of fVolgajU and 
afterwards took Penemunde. Scfveral other diforaccs followed, 
and Sweden was falling as low in military eiiimation at (he 
had been raifed high in the preceding reign,* and ever (ince 
Cuftavm Jdolphui afeended that throne. 

• CHRlSTI/fN Wis intent on drawing fomc advantage from Chriftian 
the vidlory gained bj^ his fleet. He ordered Tramp to make a maies a 
defeent on Sthotjfn on the pne ^e, while he entered the pro- dtfient on 
l^ince at the head of other. Tfomp imme- behonen. 

diately obeye(Mia%MdeiJ^r||fa appearing with a f^uadroQ be¬ 
fore U/iadty fummoffftft'fygovernor to furrender. VJ^ten^ 
who commanded, (ent baK an anfwer by the trumpery that 
^as he had the honour of b»ng intruded by his icing win the 
M^rtrefs, he would defend it to the iaft extremit}'. Trorjp im- 
|nediatelyft>rdered in a certain number of frigates to keep a 
.|r^dhtinftal (ire, and cover the debarkation. Then he landed 
' ^ three thoufand men on both fides of the town, and repulfed, 
after an obftinate engagement, a brisk /ally made from the 


(A) Srnne writers call this pieces of bra(s canoon, and was 
the ^eft (hip ever bulls in the manned with eleven hundred 
North, affirming chat (lie mo '.jt- flout (eamen (i )* 

90 e hundrea and thirt}^foar 

(i) fm. vi. 


5 to ^hi lU/hiy 4f Deamafk; 

town to impure fbc; landing* The admiral refol««d to give llie 
afTault the fame tnghft $ but thoughi; it proper firft to ramiiMfi 
^the governor. A trumpet accoratnglp was fent, and the ad-* 
micai was aflonilbed to find thdt the governor and |arrifmi 
^ had evacuated the place, without the Teaft noife, or motion 
* that could intimate their intention.* Tramp left a ftrong gar- 
rifon here, and plentifully fupplied it with every ncceffary fo^, 
a vigorous defence, in cafe the enemy ftould attempt t 9 ^re-^ 
take a place of fo much confeqnence. T 

In the mean time the king embarked w^b about nine tnou- 
fand foot, and near as many horfe* acco/bpanicd by his bro¬ 
ther, and (pt fail with a fleet of fifty fhips, of which twcl/c 
were men of war. Next day, being ilic ninth of y«/y, he 
arrived on the coafe of Schtnen^ and landcJ. without refiftance, 
between Helfuthurg and Lfindfcrgctt, VV'^hen the artillery was 
unfhipped, his majefly detached fomc rq^incnts to invtll Hel- 
fmhurgy which the gov(*rnor «ii«i<^c(iiatcly ah.uuloried, retiring 
with his flendcr ganifbn into theSeij^add.^ Here he defended 
liimfelf gallantjy for four day i, Rfjemrant^l'i 

tlie attack ; ferrying no prolW;^l ot .tiic ^arrifon 

being forely galled with the''"Hr?‘'6rTRe"B|fui>Tsi^«^ 
dered jull as the Danes «were preparing! to florm«"tiTC'~€i-^ 
tadel. • 

CHARLES XI. of Svxden^ taking the reins of govern¬ 
ment into his own hands, made fomc motions as if he in¬ 


tended to oppofe the progreft of the Damfli arm? in that coun¬ 
try. He put hibifelf at the head of hi^ army, and begun his 
march to Schonen ; but^ finding the Daves were greatly fupc- 
rior, he turned dS to Chri/lia^iadi, and reHiK|uifned the dd- 
Chriftifln fign. The king of ZJraiwtfri w^uld not^^negledt purfuing the 
i4»kes Hel> advantages which fuccefs and .Tv^rity of members afforded: 
fmburg leaving a gatrifon in Heljinbu^^ hjmi’.archtd to lay fiege to 
Lane^rsm* ’ His firft approaches*!?■. s'%tarded by fe- 
feroon. veialj|vigorous faliies from the towttf aHength, however, mth 
' and citadel were forced tp furreuder, after fufeaining 
k fie^ and bombardment of three weeks, and being reduced 
to the\laft extremity. Landfeiroon capitulated on the fifteenti 
^ \ garrifon wer: allowed the honodls of 

on account of toe &ave defence they made, and hts rnajel^Y 
reiped for toe valour vf the gm'crnor. 

On toe rtmender of LemJ^enom^ hts majefty detached ma- 
jorogeneral Dsmeem^ with a ftrong corps to block up Htht^adt^ 
#hiTe he marched in perfon with the reft of the artny to Chrif^ 
tianjladi^ and encamped within caimoh-fiioC of toe walls, on 
the very fpot where the king ol Sums Ifed pitdied his camp 
a few days before. CbrifisM^adt k Tn a manner Iniirri flll(|f, 
Qoaccomtt of deep tamka torn e«ry may iidround toe town. 





^ D-mark; i 

The fi g ert fe th of die ^lace lulied the gwifnil itfto t feCttrity, 

Obac footi became fatal to them» for furpiifed and Qiri^a* 

cook itv withcMit erefting a hngte battery, or firing a canm^. ftadt 
Suchmrere the rapid fuccdfSs of h» Dtmfit majtfty’s arms. h ff'f 
In the mean time tlie Sxvedijh army was reinforced 9. Danes, 
ftrong body of FinlanMSi and other levies; upon which 
Chatits began to concert meafurcs for oppofing Chriftian^s 
^uogrefs. H began with an attempt to furprife general i^irn- 
tayipi ft (.'»»ch irtirpofe he detach^ general ^fchenber/i with * 
eight thi/t*. ^ .^1^. The motions of this officer were not fo 
ifiim got notice of them. He lent notice 
*r'' Dwu-iw.. V; iht: enemy’s intention, with ordets^to retreat, 
ir he lui*nd hire,' ^oo weak to give them battle. Duncmup 
v.v l'J hr.t ' on...»ed fightirg; but the manoeuvres of the 

' ' It .--! that ;,npi amicable. Heputon the belt coun- Central 
iu‘ vvrts able, and with a body of three thoufand men Duncamp 
. "d J! tur. efforts Swtdljh general for an hour^^^''^ 

..u ’, ; 1» i b It^isr ^ " forced to give way to numbers, 

Mswxi ‘.idifputcd vidtpry, dearly put- 

eh-- A ^ . 

' , )'mirmp vmAfi himfelf mafter of 
was* a place of no ftrength, the 
ilv•year before. General 

and laid under contribution 
'»d and fVeft Gothland. He drew 
"innerfee^ defeated a body of five 
Kindred foldiers, and laid fiege to 
to rclinquilh this enterprize, on 
j Copenhagen. Royfter was to have 
^ .ca, ’'ut the appearance of fomc Eng- 
lijh ihips beftr ’ Copenhagen obligied him to re¬ 

turn for the p #1 capital, as the intention of the 
Englijh ^ the Danijh admiral’s repeat was ' 

attended wl*'' ';qucnccs, befidcs GueUn^*% dif- 

appoint<n*.' feixed the opportunity of/his ab- 

fence, in ’ .nfelves mafters of thirty veflAs laden Tie 

' with pro.*5.. I Danijh ztmy. C/»riyftaii was'incenfed Swedes 

at this*lofs; -i.u immediately ordered .Rayy^rr to by zrr^td ^hirtj 
*an<f fuperfeded, captein fVibe taking upon him the command 
of the fleet. This officer endeavoured to regain the time loft 
by fooie vigoroui meafiires. He blocked up Getteidfurg, 
formed a fcbeme for burning the Stuedifli men of war in the 
harbour of Heljingburg^ whi^ was fniftrated by an accident, 
and his owitIqiianfCKi avdanniMred. 

Oekek m. DJkaa^*t denxt chained the kir^, and he 
^Imermined'to puifue ^ $wtdei with the utmoft dilis^ce. 
Accoinlingly he nMcbef but found himfelf 

- - . • greatly 
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greatly retarded by who broke all the bridgeibe* 

^ iiind them. Wheif became before the city, the governorwae 
(junimoned to forrender; but he refufiog to comply, the 
place was immediately invefted, *and all p^ble endeftvoun 
Pa;^f!e/te/ iiie6 to bring the army, encamped in a very advan- 

ar‘ tagcous poll at fome little ditlancft, to a battle. Cbrijliau 
aaru. perceived they were determined not to rifque an engagement, , 
and that it would be haaardous to force them i he chereforit 
* changed his meafures, and detached young Arenfdorff with a 
corps of horfe and dragoons to the frontiery>f*6'wr(/<!», eitAer 
to hght the enemy, if occafion oflPered, ot%o deftroy and ruin 
all the forUgp and provifion, fo as to prevent the Swedes from 
wintering in Sehontn. 

ARESSDORFF begun his march, and found on his ar¬ 
rival at Falkcnburg that the Swylijh army had retreated to 
JVardterg^ by which means the expedition was fruftrated. He 
‘ therefore rejoined the army, whivl%|Was put into winter-quarters 
‘ in the month of 0£iebcr, and prcpa^i^Mis^ere made for taking 
the field early ii^tbe fpring. Some >verc cajM.« 

lofted in fuch a.mhuper as to bijpdc up ; ^nd the fleet 

rcturnirrg to Copenhagetit was driarmdd"fbVtllV».':TOn. 

IVo Imall fquadrons were however lefthto cruife^n the 
Bolt 'uki under the tondudl of»the admirals Hieike and 
who was reftored to his comtnand. I'he latter coming to 
Csrelflia- Cai^eljhav/n, found the fort befiegcd by the garriibn of Chrif- 
ren jur- Uunfkadt^ and a body of peafants. His oflicers fequefled him 
niidcrgd to to land (bme trooj^ and cannon to aflift the befiegcrs, which 
Danes. granted. Batterias were credled, the works carried on 
with more fleill and alacrity than before, and at length this 
important place was forced to furrender. H|pe the Danes found 
upwards of three hundred pieceiiof ^nnon, laige quantities 
of floret and a^mmunitiun, togetn|- two new ihips ready 
to put ho fea" the one pierced *she other for 

twenty-four guns. 

Malmoe MAjLMOE being a place of thy utmofl; confequence to 
Fktktdyp. Sweden^he young monarch determined to relieve it *, but his 
' own inexperience, and the ill condudf of his miniflers and ^ 
generals fiade him commit numberlefs errors in the exibcution 
of his deflgn. Of thefe the politic dtri^ian did not fah to'*" 
make hh advantage. He no fooner heard of the march of the 
Tit king o/Suudi^ sktmf, which amounted to eighteen thoufand men, 
Sweden than he marched with all expedition to Landjereon, drew all 
njAvts to his troops out of garrifon, and encamped in a fituation near 
ftiitveif. l,andftrom% that likewife covefed the blockade of Meditm, 
The ardour of the SweeSJb nioiaa>eh €]cci(e8*bim to fffofecute 
hisddign at all hazards^ be matched on and encamped 
the oppoTifie fide of th^ river £*% tlluGh>^epafatey the two 

'V, armies 


.4 



m 


The Hifiery ef Denmark. 

•rmtei. Several Ugbt fttrmilhes bappaiedt which decided 
tiechmg \ but the Swedifl/ nnKMiarc^ p»c4i«ifig, that Chrifiian ^ 
had thrown io many obiiacles in bis way, ai iiutde the relief of 
Mai^u impraflicable, decahiped,- and maichiog to Htljmburg 
laid iiege to that place. Colonel* MidUr^ who cominand^<L , 
evacuated the town as uAtenablc, and reUted to the citadel, ^ , 

which he refufed to furrender upon a threatening I'ummons. ** 
Cirhe Stvedt/h monarch began to batter in breach, and then gave 
the aiTaulc; but was received with fo much courage, that the burg*A«/ 
Siuedes retreated *with confiderable lofs. Their batteries were are rtf 
difmounted by tne furious hre of the befieged, and matters 
went on fo uufucceisfuliy, that after pillaging tl^c«town, his 
majefiy drew olF the army, and pitched his camp oppolite to 
the /)<!»///>'army, on the banks of the f^oder. 

The armies «.gain begaq^ to cannonade each other, while, 
in the mean time, a conierence was held acrofs the river, be¬ 


tween the colonels Sujiidt ^* 5 ^ Afcbebberg ; the former a Da- 
nijhy and the IjiAcr officer. I'he latter demanding 

the ^in[^/)ir^/^’fi?^ri■ would not give the other 

replied, rhVt' His^r-.V -'erty fmight nothing more eagerly, pio- 
"TitfEd the A’lt'ir/iS'Vvouiu etieai«(>''in an open plain. Upon this 
AfchtHerg tookUhis leave, faying, he would acquaint his 
nialter. For tome days nothing however palled, except cer¬ 
tain manoeuvres, by which both lidcs endeavoured to gain 
fome advantage in point of lituation. At both kings de¬ 
termined to coinc to a battle, and to command their armies in 
perfon. The Danei were drawn up with fqnadrons com- The lattiU 
pofing the fight wing, fupported by acorpsde referveof eight ^TLun- 
Yquadrons. A regiment of dragoons, and three fquadrons of den, 
horfe, covered the^ank. In the center were nine fqnadrons, 
fupported bya^carly rfn cquahbody of refervej and the left 
wing was compofed number of fi^uadroiis, (up- 

ported in \e er, and covered b/a regiment of 

dragoons and thrceTqu^rons of horfe. Upon advice that 
the enemy were in mo^n, advanced his lowing, 

and general Stanherg^ hurried on by his courage and s^bition 
to fignali^ie himfclf, attacked the right wing of the enemy, 
without obferving the motion of the center and right wing. 

He was received fo warmly, that mod of his cotonels^nd field? 
officers were killed on the fpot,and himfelf fo much wounded, 
that he was obliged to quit the field. 

In the mean time the right wing had more fucceis; the 
enemy’s left was hard puQwd and broken, when the young 
Swedijb monarch appearing wdh a reinforcement from the 
right, that h^d defeated Stm^g^ renewed the engagemet^ 
with (irefli vigour. Tn this manner did the battle conti- 
luic (intU night feMWltcd^the ombatants, the Dawjb infantry 
^ - , , , bsiving 
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the M/hky . 

having the beyond and the beea!^' 

both ndo obftinaieljf dSiputing the fidid. Both etahned the 
vj£b>ry ; but in our opinion the Dangs, widi moft reaibn, aa 
they remained imfteli m die held until fuidiet, puihcd the oie- 
fnf*s infantrf, took their artillery^ and about ifxty pair of to- 
lours and ftandards. However, the ^ery (ame was alierted by 
the SwetUs ; and it is a difput^ point to this very day which 
party urged the ftroi^er ai^umems } although ttvs ingeniotiB 
author of the Prcfcnt State of Europe, fpeaks of the batde of 
LunSen as if the Danes had received a total .at^ decifive de- 
fkaii Indeed, with rcfpe£I to confequences, this infinuation 
may have vbme foundation; for ikse ^Swedes relieved Mabme, 
and Chriftian foon after returned to Copenhagen ; but that he 
was woriled in the field appears from no anthentit tcfiimpny. 
How much depended on his maje^y’s condud and valour, ap> 
pears from the circumftanccs w engagement. Both fides 
agree, that he was prefimt whera^r danger and glory called % 
chat his force was but half that orW 7 ^eaei^>; that wherever 
he commandedy^he enemy gave wagj ^y w th' * he acquittwl 
himfeif in all refpe^s like a and uy^i^ u corimander. 

Leaving his army for the'protc^1:ion conquefb m 

Schonen, the king returned to Copenhagen toV.iake frefh levies, 
and repair the lofs he fuftained in the bloody battle of Ltmden. 
Twelve new regiments were bidered to be railed with all ex¬ 
pedition ; and heji^otiated a lubfidiary treaty with the courts 
of Hanover and He likewile made propofitions to cede 

hb pretenfions %o Bremen to the duke of Lsaunhurg and hi- 
fhop of Manner, provided they would furnifh a certain num¬ 
ber of auxiliaries to adl undn the command eA bis gene- 
rals. , 

It is ufuil with princes to peace tvhile th^ are 

wagtntf the ritoft crud wars, ratl|^'^ imprefs men with an 
opinio^ of th«r moderation, thanlabl^'le '^'^bf their pre¬ 
tenfions, however unjufttfiable. It happened at this time, 
a)i dus contending powers fern thet| ambafiadors to deliberate 
on 1 peace at Ntmeguen, while each relblved to infill upon the 
tenhs he mi|^t ex{^ after a fuccefiful war. Hb Damps ma- ' 
jefiy'k inf«nuons were ver\' apparent, from the mmibA of ob- 
itaclbs his mifuiler raifed againU every propofttimi, anS the ' 
didiculties he ftarted about palsports, piecedency, ceremonials, 
and the tight of ambalTadon. The fmalleft chcumftances b 
for a p r e te nc e to break oflT treaties to which Ibveretgns 
have noMinatkm. This at Nmegnen run many hasards of 
tomlh^o nothing, fiom the cavilling difpofitbn of the par¬ 
ties. The ambaMdor of ifuil^dilpttted with die 

Spea^ afhbaflador about the f%lvt luuid, gqlipen withlhilt 

infliemiia 


about the languid 


> uanPiBa^^ireit to ex- 
prefi 



f%e 

Mdb llmiifeto: inaword^ evmdii^wti QUide a handle 
prtdoaging the war. Gfcr^‘a« panted after U»e recovery ^ 
the laft proyinca yielded to Swtam i hit fuccef* for the 
twoJaft campaigns had given him a ufte for conqudl* afnd 
wetted his amoiticm; and he was in hopm, that prolonging 
the war might reduce S-juedeti to the low eftate he wiihed, add 
prqportion^y augment die power and grandeur of the Danijh 
monarchy. Here are the claims of the fievecal negotiating 




powers. 

DENMARK demanded, that Franct fhould reimburfe her 77,, 
in the eapences of the war ; and that matcera betweei) her mandt^ 
and SwtdiH (bould be reftored upon the fame ./ooting they the 
ftood at the peace of WtftfhaUd : That the treaties of 
child ztk 6 Copenhagen fliouid be abolished, and all tbeprovinccs 
diCnembered from Denmari and Norway^ reftored : That Swe‘ 
den (hould eede all her conqueils in Germtmp^ and that 
mar and the ifle of Rugen^ be annexed to die crown of Den- . 
mark. Finall}^, thpt f^ * the greater fecurity, his Danijh ma> 
jiefty nioul(^ai. 4 fon i^ith his troops al! th^ frontier towns of 
Sweden. ^IciTils^iiidiiLs thefe, it was evident were calculated 
'Sdl^o be rcjcflcd. - ’' - ^ 

'The proportions of France with refped to Denmark were, 
that as his moft Chriftian majefty had declared war againft the 
crown, onlv becaufe in prdudice of the trea^ of Copenhagen^ 
which he had guarantied,* bl* Danijh majeity had declared 
war on Swedeny things fiiould be reftored im all fides agreeable 
to the tenour of that treaty. 

As for Sweden^ her demands were of a Hmilar nature s for 
by infifting on the performance of the treaty of 1660, refti- 
tution was neceflanly made of all the places taken from her du> 
ring the pr^ent ^ar. Tbc^ixipoGtioos of the duke of Hot- 
put ia^«.he^lhinds of the mediktors hy his cp> 
vpys, receeagljao ^ wholly imnoticed, 

bccaufe dieX^^JlToaflador refufed to acknowm^ the 
minifter of that prin>^, allied with SivedeUf protected by 
France^ and fm thoie rdafons difpo&ftied of bis doiAinions by 
die king of Denmark, 

Such mire the propoTitions made for eftablUhinfl; peace in Pnpmme 
btf^Nofdi, wbUe die kings of Denmark and Sswim 'tmttiontfer 
inakifig^vijBorous preparations for conrimiing theWM** Otrif- pr^eetaimg 
iian jSleSimg, that his. chief advamage would Irile from hhihewar. 
ftperimi^ at ^t admiral Tranp^ after loading him with 
bqopurs and titl^ to fidicit more pwerftil fuccomt ftom die 
ftates-general of the Uoiled, Provinces. On the other hand, 
bis Swei^ xoa^^sSn hayh^g^gained pedMion of HtlJuA^^ 
after the battle of wei taking meafurea Ibr drtvin g 

dai^Ddm Heftnt adetachmeat to attack Gwaf- 

•• . . jhemen^ 



A. D. wbteb was rfpwUed, jt ,bue afterwards 

1677.* place, it was ^rrendercd after a brave defence; 

« (Jfri/tianjbaven was tne neat ob^ed: of His defigns ; to tbtt He * 
laH Hege early in tKc.fpringv Au^J^hri/twn marched wt^ an- 
army o? twenty thoufand men to its relief. Although* the 
Sr/tdts wcreflrongly pofted,'they not mily refufed battle, but 
decamped with precipitation, and weie foIlQwed by that part 
of the army which had invefled the city. To this a vigorous 
faily of the befieged, in which the enemy loll a great num- ' 
ber of men, eighteen pieces of cannon, 5 cc. greatly contrt*' 
bitted. ■ , 

Ai foon as Chriftian had reinforced the ga/rifon, ahd throwW 
in the neceffary fupplics, he marched in purfuit of the StueS^ 
army, but could not come up with it. blowevrr, he rciulved 
to undertake the ftege pf Malmoey bccaufe the poiledion olf 
this llrong hold would fecure tiie c*nq»ie{t of Schoaen. 'Fhe 
f'z&r Danes army arrived before the town on the nineteenth of yunct ancf 
inyJifgeU after employing eleven days in makii^ his approaches, raiflng 
Mdmoe. batteries, tn rowing bombs, and attac^^g tL* covered vi'a}v 
his majeily carried^tbc counterfearp by tl^ "''*’7^ ■’ thcif^ 
playing furioufly on th** citadel,. ,^ooi«thc fecon^ tor the fifth, 
he cdc^cd a lodgement oh the parapet of riy: covered way, 
where a battery, to play .on tl!b eaft gate, wasVaifed. Chrif- 
naturally humane, .whuld*havc delayed the fiege a little, 
longer, rather than facrificofo^ntany lives in pufhing it witl\. 
all the vigour that was.poiHbIc } but certain intelligence wfycH 
he received of the ipotions of the Sweilfjh army and fleet, rim-- 
(lered all polliblc diipatch ncccilary. Hp therefore rcfolved to 
iinifli the a^air by a general aflault, which vvas fixed for tbo 
evening of the lixth of 'fufy. The troops of Munjfter were 
ordfred to make a falfe attack in one quager, whilp three 
other attacks were piifhed' wtt 1 >Vhe vigour. T^ 

J?«m oidunced {be ramparts fword carried the works 

befpre /alGVrw gate, took poCl at l^|[j_^''.,»'cSlcd S/sr/f- 
/joimf aqid between G^itenbut^ and M&lmae balHons. They 
were prewring to biirft dfwh the gat'elfor the cav^iy, when 
the Jraw^brlage giving' way to the weight of niimberst 
broke down* > Upon this the bciieged took rr^urage, and the 
JPan/s. we^ ^ifpirtted, on feeing ct^onel 
cori^, drQ^irned. .Thpfcwho had entered the town W^r<t 
fceced td 'ictfeat with precipitation t ai^ this unfortuoate 1^ 
fault ended with the Ip^ thoufand pfien to his Daitf^ 

.lingnediateT^^'tjhc flegc was raifed, and from thi||,e' 
ti^e.^we.niAy -^date ,tb^ ityeile of fonune of the Dtmtjh aims 

' ^ Tui. ^vantages #hich,bi$ n^fly gain^ by fea com'- 

^me ipeafofi tbc loHi* Admiral Ju^ ^ 

fcavrng. 


Stegt 



^Denmarle. jiy. 

Wring lotelKgenctf, that a^werii^ fquadron of eighteen fail 
lay at Gottmkurgy to join the main fleet, ^rcftrivcd to attack it 
fi»ore the junction cmld be efle^ed, though his fleet con* 
flfied ^]jr w eleven fliips the line. On hit approach tl'e 
enemy cut their cables, and ixith fleets began a genera! cannq* 
nadiiig for the fpare of flvi^ hours, without any confiderableda i 
mage to either, a calm preventing Jutl from coming to a clofe 
engagement. In the morning a favourable gale fpringing up, 
ihe Danes bore down with all their fail, and begun the attack 
with fuch furjt, that fix Swetlifl) foips were dil'abicd. 'Jufl 
fearing left thcVS’wftrf/}A admiral might cfcapc under fa¬ 
vour of thc'frnoke,**kft the purfuit of the fix damaged (Ifips 
to the reft of his fquadron, and with his own ftiip^boardcd the 
admiral. The engagement w'as warm and obftinate, both fliips ^ n*>nca 
being nearly of equal fora*, and both admirals determined toY 
conquer. Jaefs fortune hdlvevcr prevailed, and the 
ftruck, after fighting defperately for two hours. A complecc-'' "^* 
vtdoty folidwcd ; the Jdml' al^ of fixty guns, three huudrod * 
men ; the Jrtpe ?/, of fifty guns, two hundred men ; 

Calmafy &r.d AV/vw, each of foify-fix guns, be- 

together with ona .fii e-(bin^ and two tranfpoits. 

^ IgalL-tbout^thn*^.. thoiifand Swemv^Te taken and killed* 
with tffe lofs only of two hundred and fifty men on the fide 
of yuel, * 

touR days after the fiege o£ lidalmoe was raifed, yud per¬ 
formed another no Icfs fignal advantage to li<$ mailer, which 
in foine meafurc compeniaicd his lofs before «ihat place, fie 
was attacked by the Swedijh fleet near the iilc of Mona. The 
admirals //ar«, C/tT>, the bell officers in the Swedifli marine, 
and JVarifmuJierf led the enemy’s fleet, compefed of forty fail 
in three divifions. ©Greatly fuperior in force, they doubted 
not of retrieving the latr- Ji^rsCe ; but yud fupplicd the want 
of nufflbet. ^ndu*^ iiilw€, «.d cm.™ OUning 
the wind of tl«r'rr;j5»y*T>y dim of fuperior ikill, l«IbrokeySi^,^,.yr^^,, 
their line, put the fleet m confufion, and took the Afars, ol tH a fmnd 
feventy-two guns, yulim safari of fixty, Sea-lf^df, of, fifty-r/w. 
for, the Lym^ of fifty-two. Dragon, and Saiam, each of 
fixty-fou(, finking the y«[^rVrr, of fixty guns. Never was the 
valou!<^ of Jtul more tried than in this engagement, Ja which 
bis Oiip, the Ckrifiiau, was attacked by fix large ihijs of the 
enemy, and fo much .damaged, that the admiral forced 
to her out of the line, and continue the fwht in the 
Predtrici, that happily came up to his relief. / 

JtrsT as the batde was ended, the Dutch fquadron, fo im- 
pafiently expe^ed, came in. ^t* but too late to claim any 
ibaie in the ^ry or the daf, Trmp, however, intercepted 
three (buy gu^ips bd^feafoey got into Mahnti^ burnt one. 
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and funk oithef vm in pitidncc ef kw ]}timfo 
was a of (bv adion ffom tbe Si^ra. 

A - SCENE veiy (hfinreni was a^ne wbdc kis n||jofy cam* 
iMld in perfm^ though cvOry aaion ^ fcheilMMi wkh 
prudoncot aod cjtOOoied with valour. Weaimed the Ms of 
tdfehmr, he was attacked hetwem fieijmbuvg and La^^om 
W the king of Student and an army near double in numbers* 
Matth>ht- ^th princes performed prodigies of valow ; they foetned ri- 
rovMrt tkt ygii' jp, courage and glory; CW/ri expofod himfeU* to die 
thickeft of the fire, and Chnjiiany with hiso'vn hand, flew 
^ feyeral* Sivedifi officers, who fucc^veljf,attempt to make 
him prifoncr. Fatigue, joined to the cxceffive ’best of the 
fun, at Itiff put an end to the battle, the Swdet keeping the 
field, and the Dofus retreating to their camp at Lm^irnu in 
good Older. His majefty*s iok indeed was great i but his good 
condu£l preventod the Swedts from deducing any. confidei’able 
, advantage front their victory *, for foch tt mud be allowed. 

Count GuldtHim, the icing's governor of Ntrioof^ formed 
a febeme to reduce Matljfiaitdi a fmall fortified town in the 
difirid of Bahiut fituated upon a rofk. I'ii'mcafores were 
fo vveli taken, that'IcOiKit'N*^ made himteif n aiU.'v 
place, but of Carel^t a^jfirong place, '‘..•rounded'ey hio>h 
walls, and encompawd by rugged mountains. Enc^ag^ 
by this fuccefs, he detached two thoufand horfe and foot, 
Vnder the command of the colonels Haven and SchukzMt to 
attempt regaining JemfUrknd^ which had been wrefted 
Dfunmk at the peace of CtpeAe^m. The march made with 
fuch rapidity over rocks, inaoceffible tnounuins, and imper- 
. yMis lyeods, was^ fdtogis^ aftontfiiine. Sehnitwi fonad % 
pcAdefended by four hundred men, antra battery, where foe 
natural fituatioii would, by uiy othef offecer, be deenwd ai 
infppmble (fofinidion. ' ^ 

. AifJiMT a varieqp of Qperiti(foa^*i^rsrm^^we foal! only 
ROtKie of one aitendod with i ii&« 1ni.;rfiia ntconfiMjucncct 
iMn ida tMIr SmeiSJb amiy,. ten thoufond Arong, hear* 
liiei^ei whrt tn mo^^gjve them battle, dH not 
mine foe ftif^ement* On the fovenfoof Sa^Ur hofo 
ipnet cailw within fight of each ofoer: |bw ^ be^n a 
MQefal,$fo:wifo fofir artttlery | and ftlienl who 

M the ^foiard, kgmi fob fight jpit. foe fi^’df ^ jPkaw. 
^e a|(aa$e Aeord foIraiid, fottlfliilw having feMfoed 
tfo ftre'4t|m tHefofi. Ac &4 wfomly 
foe refiftl^ iifodt % foe ^dMfitt%es not of Mig diliiti^ 
foon wHfe ptif in dMer, their infiuiwy tota%. de> 
and focif civklry oHJ^fofo^ firfetyfo^ir ilg^ 
lllbey loR a numhor of olMcs, four htuMtfd 

htffldrefiCpfo Bade prifoners, alfeh'^lr aitillci^WBiii^ to- 

goiter 





g«&r with* heAps of fbndacds, colours, and other mllitaiy 

To this flttre added fcwral i^vahtages gained by the D,mtjh Qtj^ 
fleet and army, conunanded by* the king in pci Tor, and by P'tin ventages 
Tramp the Vuicb adnnral; jthe former having uk'-n the ifle iy 

Rugent and the latter, aftef making defeents on the i(Iai*(l'« of fn$ maj^- 
OemnJt SmalanJ^ Umi^ anh A'vn^,. burnt to afhei the city PTif-t/t atm 
tcruoyckt pillaged fcvcral villagtf«, and carried ofl* liJier Ux>ty on 
than had been got in any pre^ eding adions. bu'ttin was like- 
wife taken by th/eb'clor of DjunJtHktrg^ aflilled wiih a iliong 
detachment of infantry ; and it wa^ believed that the 


Swedes would be foiccd to evacu-ite all their contn’ef!!*. i.> tnc 
empire. But thefe conjcilures were dl lounde I. I'iM J), 4 'fes 


bad a dangerous enemy to combat in the peiiun of the ex;>c< 
licuct^d CQMixt Kintgfmm k. AJ^cr this general, overpowered 
by numberi., had abandoned Rugtu^ he was reduced to great 
diflicultics, ffiom which nothing but courage and hazardous 
ifrokes could refc\|c him. Pent up in the neighbourhood of 
whciv ,b^ meo d.uly pertfheJ with f?ininc, he re- 
folvcd to r^ 4yu^ all lor their relief, and to avoid the neceflity of 
yieTaing a 4 rtintto iAm He [ormed’U piJflT^hich he cominu- 
riiCSfcTle the niBjiltraus'of Sttalft^dj they approved o{ it, ^ 
bccaufe they conhded in his experience, and (aw the extre¬ 
mity to which he was reduced. To (hew their attachment to 
the crown of Sweden, they joined him with a lipdy of burgh¬ 
ers, and refolvcd to run the fame fortune with him. With A. D. 


a favourable gale/To/rfg/Wirr^ embarked his infdntry, and fent 1678. 
fome veflcls to Gides, to draw the attention of the Danet on 



chkt fide, and perfu ide them that be meditated a defeent on 
Sebapperede, os But the Danes, who faw themfelves 

maflers of the ijQand, with an ^my of nine thoufand men, 
believed they were fomuah funerior to the enemy, that chey 
paid little regafi*Sik.^h|^r, .notions. Inffead of difputing! the 
landing with Kxnigfmd^, they ehcamped on a large plain, at 
fojme diffance from the fhore. The Swede immediately^^ 
inarched up, began a cannonading, and played bis artillery 
[udicioufly, ^at the right wing of the Danes was put in 
ier. Geiilral Rumro/mag killed by a cannon-ball, dUputes^ ^ 
irole jRnoi^ the Dasssjb officers atmut the commas : all gen. 
uboedhsatton ceafed, the anw was in confufion, anii^came 
10 tody frty to the Swedes, ^me regimenti, howevv, upon 
be r^ht, performed their dpXf, The colonels, withAf wait- 
orders from Hie commander in chief, atta»ed the 
iioisSl/b left sifing with iirefifti^e.lury, and broke it, in fpite 
)f all HtemideavoursiM' Kan^fiimrl^ who was continufslly re- 
nforcing !t with foeith troop^- "^t tfae reft of the army not 
XKning CO tbgi^ ppojj M tHL fPanCT were at lafl forced to re- 
Mon. Hi)ri. * Mm* - treat 



5S0 


Hlfiory of Denmark. 


ftatR*. 


Chri^i 


lan 


Danes and leave a clear vi£tory to the enemy, who would have 

made piodigious^au 'hter, had they nut been inteimptetl* m « 
^ the purfuit bv marO^es, which cut them off from the Da- 
nijh camp. However, the coiirequeiiccs of this detest were 
, fatal > for nolefs than h^e thouland men fell into Kem^matk\ 
hands in a few days after the batife ; fo well had he taken his 
meafureb, and fuch was the confufion and anarchy that teigned 
in the Damjh army. 

CHRIS I/<iN was chagrined at thislofs, and employed all 
makts'Jt- his cndcavouis in fcheining revenge. It w<is greatly his intereft 
•veral at- to railc the iiegc of Chnjhanjiadt^ winch place the Swtdijh 
itmpts to army had tnvciicd ; and he left nothing unattempted to effeifl 
this dclign. ills fleet under ''fuel-, on which he had the chief 
Chnflian. |•t)lanc.c, put to fca i but was greatly damaged by a ftorm, 
that obliged the adnuinl to rel riquifh the cx(>cdttion. 

Tut general Aunfdfitj} had better fortune ;hc took 

the town and citadel of Ileljinburg^ and had juft figned the 
capitulation, and re*ceivcd the keysof th^,i; 7 ates, when advice 
arrived, that*the Sxvedtjh mnnan h was on hw. march to iffiw - 
the garrifoii. Scv..ral other drvcrfions were mad^,-^-) draw the 
king of Swthns attelftft^n from the ijVMnJiadt^ a 

place equilly important fb both monarths, with refpcct to*the 
iceunty of SJouen. Ilisfliajcfty placed his greateft hopes in 
the luccels of the fiege of Bnhuiy a place invefled by general 
(juUthltw. This however failed j for as the gent'ral was on 
the point of ilurnung the town, having made himftlf mafter 
of all the outworks, the Swi i.s arrived with a powerful army 
to Its relief. All theie diveritons having failed in producing 
the defired cftV£f, his majefty determined upon one lafi effort 
to relieve whieh w’as nopv reduced to the Jaft 

extiemity, for want of prcvifions. With ^his view he put 
hinifelf at^ the head of his aimy, compoftd of twelve thou* 
fanomen. * Attvjmrff',, and the dokefl;; commanded ih« 
right wing. Ti'he generals //''((^t/and Aleerheym the left, com- 
poltd of the forces of Alunjtery and ihe king in perfon \ the 
count de St. Paul commanding under him, led the maia 
body. At the fame tune th*' fl^ct was ordered to draw up be* 
fore the harbour of Cht tjhufjtaat, and pra6fife every endea* 
vour hj throw in fupphe's. I'wo faults ce>mmitted by general 
Argitfd^'jf truftraicd the king’s projcjif. Contrary to hts or¬ 
ders, deterred until next day it.i/ng upon an eminence 
which uverlooked and commanded the eiiemy*s campi, who 
taking advantage of this eiror, fortified the poft. In every 
other part, the camp w.is io well foitifled by the nature of the 
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without running «ny hazard ; Clm/tia^r/iadt was forced 
to^rrender in hght of the Daniftt ztmy ^ attd the king, who « 
attributed the whole loft to Aren/dfrffy wa‘> To much iuccnlvd,,^ 
that he drderj(d that officer under arreff. 

His majefly’s arms were more fucfeftful in anoihor quarter.rr- 
yud failed for the ifle of Rfi^en j and took his nicaiuies, con- ffden fy 
jointly with the elector oilirandenbioj^^ fo will, that the iH-md i^apes, 
was retaken, SiralfunH and GVi/*/u'j»/i/reduced, and IVveral 
lefler advantaacs^ained. Socui alter this it wa*!, ih.it Chrij, 

Uan had an inrervieV with the elccihir, to conceit their lutmc 
operations. Kothing^arthcr howevt r was attempted loi 
feafon j and the public attention was cntirofii d by tli^ ne;i,o- 
tiattons leruraed at Kirnc?utn^ and the unfoitunaic laic <.l the 
ga.*riffi>>S of Siralfund and Uripfwalriy arnount>n;> to loin thoU' 
land men, all of whom were aliiipwrecked cilV ihe ifl.md (»{ 

Borkholm, When ihefc towns luncrvlercd was capitulated, 
that the garrithns fhould be tranl’ported into Sundeny on board ^ 
the fliijis of the al!^g. C6r//(‘rVw made lomc trbjeilions to this 
coun^K'j%i^m'iri had brtikc fomc pafts ol his en 
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grantcd_^j^Tr^f^,J^fleet being calPSvya^ the Swedes attri- 
bui^it,*thouglr upon a very fligl\t foundation, to defign. 

Nothing indeed could be more ahfurd than to Tuppofe, that 
either the king or cledtor had gij'cTi orders to thcir admiral to 
Ihipwreck himfelf, or that he would have obcyjtd fuch an or¬ 
der, had it been given. 

It was now reported, that the (fates-generaf of the United Negotia^ 
Provinces, had lent an car to the propofiiions of the court tims at 
of France., and agreed on a feparate peace. Immediately the Nimegu- 
plenipotentiaries of f^nmark leprcfcnted to their high migh- ^diere 
tinefies their treaty with the kin^, their mafter, ip the ftrong- Dutch 

eft mannef^u|^ing the performance of terms i^utually ad- eUtiipr 

vantageous, with *«1‘ the* argaments of reafbn and rhetoric. 

all was in vain ; the dares havl taken their refolutioii, and 
nothing could divert them from from putting an end to a war,- ; , ■'*' 
which had proved fo ruinous to therr*, however fnccvlUul 
their fteets in the had been. Ail that the other allies ^ 

couldwas to enter a pmreft agatnft their procecdii'/, 
which was Aone by the atnbafTudors of Denmark^ l^anutn- 
intrjf^ and MmfUr. The fame meafiire was taken ^ih icf- 

E £kcoaIl the other parties engaged in this general vkr, who 
d now ftgned a (eparate peace. Denmark ar«l Urfrderbnrg 
were left alone to withftand ail the power of France and 5*c'r- 
dht hyr fe» and land ; however, they determined not to rclin- 
4)utlh iheif coiiqueft^*or cede an inch of what they believed • 
their juft tight, j This t eie<3oi‘'s derermination, as vvdl 

tt ibudClil^pons |nade by the army under the 
Mm2 * pfaicchal 
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marechal CrequU foon convinced the fonner, that his only 
method of wardinig the impending fiorm, was to renounce < 
- his alliance with Denmark^ and„cmbrace the propofttions made 
Ly France and Sweden. Thus Chrijiian remained fingleof all 
. /*the allies to fight his ovvn quarrel. His fleet was always fu- 
peiior } but' the march of Crequi^ after the ele^or hadngncd 
the peace, towards Oldmbwg and Debnehorji^ convinced his 
Danijh majcfty, that France would a 6 l with all her force in fa¬ 
vour of Sweden ; and that, to avoid tbC^ qonfequences of a 
war carried on againft two fo formidable powers, each of 
(vhich had been the terror of Eurepcj t<. was ne-telTary to fol¬ 
low thd example of the other allies. He therefore gave di- 
rcdlions to his minifler to fign, which alone was wanting to 
re-eftabliflithc tranquillity of the Chriftian powers, embroiled 
for fuch a number of years. Accordingly peace was con¬ 
cluded between France^ Denmark^ and Sweden, on the fecond 
of September, 1679 ; all the fummer having pafled without 
any Vonfiderable military operations on either fide. 

By this treaty Charles was put in pofli.ffion of aii 
claimed before the^w^r^^^ and Chrijiian, a^tcr exer¬ 

tions of courage and coirdu^, was forc/^rC, .'^r.ougtt-.the,fault 
of his allies, to fit down'll, fappointed in all tnofe views which ' 


had Hrfl made him decUre againfl; Sweden. The duke of 
Hoiftein-Gotterp recovered* bis dominions and fovereignty in 
Peace confequcnce of the peace; and the treaties of Refebud, Co- 
cluded be- andwere declared in force between the 

tnveen courts of Denmai k and Helftein, the fame as if they had been 
Sweden tranferihed word for word in the prefent treaty. It was at 


d»</Dcn< FantainbUau that the peace between the three crowns was 


mark. ftgned; befides which, a feparate treaty,of alliance, offenfive 
and defcnfive, was executed .Jt Lunden bctwce^i thc^ambalTadors 
of Denmark and Sweden, in prefence of the Fre '.e,j miniflers. 
Finally, the moie firmly toconnedl the tWo northern crowns, 
a treaty of marriage was propofed between the princefit Ulrica 
Eteemra of Denmark and the king of Sweden. The terms 


were accepted ; but the ceremony deferred until the fpring of 
the following year, on account of the multiplicity of bufinefs 
in which both kings were engaged, in refloring tfie t^nquil- 
lity or^heir kingdoms, and reorefling all the difordeia and 
grievatJkp introduced by a long and bloody war. 

Whue the treaty of peace was in agitation, kingCi^^nni 
advanc^ the greater part of his army towards the river £/^e, 
under the pretext of difputing the pallage with Creqtd the 
French gene^. This march gave unea»ne6 to the city of 
Heardfwrgh \ the ma^|h'ates«4Xprefrcd their refentmentHard- 
culariy outgeneral build|ny a fort itt their vicinage* 

At tail, upon feeing the Icing*' dairy incrcafe, they 
2 ' took* 
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took die alarm, and feemed convinced that thefe preparations 
lyul a farther defign than was acknnwl^ged. Fird^^ they 
made remonftrances, and then took cffc^al ftcps for the fe* 
Cttrity^f their city: precaotions extremely feafonabic, m 
Chriftian had certainly formed defigns to furprifc it. He l 4 d 
reconnoitred the ground ig perfon, and formed a plan for bl-« 
fteeing the city, in cafe his attempts to furprifc it failed. He 
publimed a manifcfio, declaring his right*, to that city, which pL J 
was anfweccd by ijje Htn .hurghtfs ; and then began to enforce /.^l 
his claim by aftn4. Battciies wti.' raif< d, lines drawn, and 
approaches made in a regular mapo tr, that convinced the in¬ 
habitants he was not to be reliUc.* by at^uincnts ; iljcy there¬ 
fore applied to Frante for her njuiiaiirn ; and Lrw'ts XIV. 
wrote a letter with his own hand to Chri//iany exhorting him 
not to tlirtuib the icpofc fo lately granted to Ftn-cpi^ by enter¬ 
ing upon IVcni d.rputes ; amf the houfe of Ihunjivick^ hav¬ 
ing already fent a body of troops in defence of the city, la¬ 
boured fo heartily in tl'fcfling an accommodaiion, that a fort 
, of ^tf«vifjon^l tie^ty was cen-luJcJ on the fjjft day of No-^ 

vember. _ ' j 

By cj^ of ;o ptiy bis majefty, at Vtacenuitb 

five (^r^ed inltffmt.sts, the Aim ^ two luiodicd and twenty/At* Ham- 
thoufanJ crowns, on condition Bnit he flicathcd the Avord, burgers. 

• and laid afide the refentment ye had conceived againli: this 
city ; renounced his pretenfions to ihofe tcriiiories poAefled 
conjointly between Luhuk and Ilnnihwg ; rtlioicd tlie fliip- 
ping and merchandize he lud taken, belonging lo the city, 
together with fevcral other articles, which it would be unne- 
eeifary to enumerate. By the third article, the city of Ham¬ 
burg engaged to fend deputies to (jhrijiian^ to declare the 
fentiments of the ftiagiftratcs and burghers, With rcfpe^l to 
his raajcfj^ * * 

Thus pt.are \yas happily eftabliflied ; and tha Dantf,) army 
began to Ale gradually out of the duke of Ihijlein Gottorp\ 
territories. Tranquillity was now reftored to Europe ; fevera! 
marriages were celebrated among the parties concerned in the 
war; and among others, that of the princefs EUanora of Den- A. O, 
mark wiab his Swedijh majefty. On the twenty-fifth of Fe- 1680. 
bruaof (he was demanded by M. Guldenjitm^ the Swtdifbztxn- 
baflador, arrived in Coptnbagen \ but her departure wap deferri^ 
cm account of a fever, with which (he was feized. ^t length 
her royai*hi^nefs fet out for Sweden^ where the nimtials were 
celebrated with all imaginable pomp and magniftceicc. 

CHRISTIAN next appl'u^ himfetf to the affairs of the 
empire, and finallyjerBHMting the differences between thetj^i^*' 
houfes of Aujina and BourUbh, whidi met witiu numberlcft^j^-^ 
difiicuitics. He lal^v^ heartily in this buftneft, that hi^ 

3 received 
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received the thanks of the diet ztRetifl>on\ but'not^filtltv 
fied with general dfclaratiom, he entered into an aHianccj^ 
ofTenfive and defenfive, with the eledior of Brandenburg and 
btiHop of Alunjiery whereby thc*contradling parties eagaged 
wUh all their power to pjeferve the peace of the empire, 
^dd mutually to afTift each other itiirafe either was attacked. 
Although in fadt this alliance was no more than defcnfive, 
it gave umbrage .to the UmteJ Provinces, who called it an 
ofFcrtfive trc.ity, calculated tor fome end nrjt fpccilied in the 
treaty. 'I'hcy dic.nlid If*!! his majetty tofnftd defigns on 
their homcwaid-btmnd Eoji-lndta fleet i^and thejr fears were 
augmented by the attention which his Dmtfn inajefly gave to 
his maiinc. I'hcre had been fome dill'erences between the 


A.I>« 

)6S2. 


two n.Ttions, on account of a DawOt fhrp taken by the Hal- 
landfn on the eoafl ofCrw«Vy; hut the event Ihcwed that 
Chri/ii.m had no ituention of coming to a rupture by making 
reprilals. Chf -fhan iifed all pofliblc endeavours tQ difpel the 
clouds of liti'nicion gathered in ITdlmd \ be wrote to the 
city of /itiifler lim^ protefting that fo far fn»ih givh’g !?if- 
turbancr to the commerce of the United Prjvince^-.j^t fliould 
be his fl'idj afluliioufl^l./^i+ltivatc the gooi;* int be¬ 
tween I'icnmatK and As France ‘Cvas^now ir/:]uded 

in the late treaty of alliance,, he thought it ncceflkry to de¬ 
clare, that the foie object this confederacy was no other 
than to prei'erve that tranquility which Europe had begun to 


In the month-of Chtijlian and the eledlor of Bran-- 

denburgh^A an interview atbut the bufinefs tranf- 
a<3ed at this conference is rather conjedtured at than known. 
Common report would have it, that Haljlein was the fubjedt 
of their converfaiion. Certain it is, thal notjong after hia 
majefty impofed a tax of eighteen crowns upon ca plough 
in the dutchy-? and the duke, not in a con»Ii«^i to oppofe 
this rcfoIutioD, was forced to cenfent to fee the inhabitants 
C^refled. 

From hxaba his majefty returned with all expedition to 
Cepfnhagen^ on advice that a ftrong Swedlfi fleet had put to 
fca. H-tc he arrefted two Lubetk (hips, under pretfetice that 
the regency owed him a ftim of money. The duke orN^w- 
iunburg interpoftd, and afterwards the imperial minrfter 
complaiiiP loudly at his proceeding, both as . guarantee of 
the latetn^aty at Nimeguen^ and prote^ors of the hanib-towns: 
however obtained no redje&, and the veflels were at 
length releaflsd, in confequeDce of a deputat-on from the 
regency. ** . «. 

A njFFBJtfiNCi likewifl; hl^^ned between the 

IrfMSiw and ptnmm^h The fortnf^ 

'' of 
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oT tntather :vt Elfiiumr^ refbfed to (ny the ufua) bonouis ^Dijg^trtncn- 
tise flag 0 $ Denmark. This the a4miral refemed, VinAkettueen 

ftsgun firing upon the Swedes^ which at laft obliged them toDmmark 
lower, thck flag and ftrike aheir colours. The BweSJh ^ amt the 
voy complained of this violence Copenhartn ; he infifled neighbour- 
upon the admiral’s being^rokc, which Chrt/iim pcicmptorn)i»*»?/*«^'* 
refufcd, though he found other meaiis to t^'rminatc the afihi^ 
slmicably. 

Next year a ^ifpute of more confequencc arofe between 
Denmark and * 1^6 republic of Hdlund. I'hc Danes com* 
plained that 'ibeir fettlemcnt was driven nut of B>;nlcrm^ by jhe 
king’s fopyat the riiflrgation of the DuUh ; they^emanded 
not, only to be indemnified in the immetdelofles they fufiained, 
but that their company ftjould be reUored to all the rights 
and privileges they before enjoyed. The difputc was warmly 
carried on by both parties, afid it was believed that the differ¬ 
ence between the two companies would occafion a rup¬ 
ture between both nations. How'ever, the bolinels was loo 
imitott ant to be Suddenly determined. Both pgreed to wait 
for farther a7Svlcc| from the Indies; and thus the dilpute was 
dclayoJf*^t^f nJ decided. . - 

i r jvas apif^ncodcd, from th^ preparations made by Swe¬ 
den^ Denmark^ Bavaria^ and Lgnenburg. that the tranquillity 
of Germany would be again intyrupted. Each of the above 
princes werj^bufied in puitio}* their armies on the beft foot- 
forces of Denmark were actually in a fiouriOi- 
ing condition, being lately augmented, in «o:)(rqucnce of a 
fubfidy from the freneh court. Chrijhan reviewed bis army 

OUjltc^ which raifcd jealoufies in the regency of Luheck 
and duke Lunenburg. The former put the city in the beft 
ftate of defence, aiW the latter augmented his army to twenty 
tbdUfahd'ffneif; but nothing was undertaken by cither fide. 

The* 1^ aftaal hoftiltties happened between his majefty 7he king 
zxsA xhc City ol Hamburg, Private d.ficntions had arifen in 
that city, the people refufing to pay the taxes impofed by Hamburg, 
the fenite. Matters were carried fo high, that all govern¬ 
ment ceafed, and the whole was one confufed anarchy. A 
more j5»voarable opportunity could not offer for Chriftiarf% 
renting his dv^mand on Hamburg. He immediately em- 
bra^ the occafion, and prefented bimfelf with i powerful 
army before the gates, demanding that be might ^ acknow. 
ledad proceaor of the cky againft the emperorYufurpatioo, 
and threatening in cafe of fefafal to treat the* inhabitants 
as enemies. The fenate nol giving ear to thefe propofiriont* 
he enforced his lyi^niaTir•"•*** actions. He attacked feme of 
the notforts fword in fiari^ hoping to reduce the cky by . 
hombardmeife, if ^-^^edtd in focuring his approaches : 

M m 4 , , but 
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but he was repulfed with lofs. A fecond attack wai inada 
with all imaginable ifury \ but the fort having a communi¬ 
cation with the city, it was conftantly fupplted with freih 
trbVps, To that the afi'ailants were forced to deftil:, with«roore 
lo|^»ban in the former attempt. 

* It was now found impoffible to fucreed by alTauU, his majeffy 
therefore refolvcd to proceed regularly, and befiege the fort 
in fotni, after cutting off the communication between it and 
the city, jfut while he was engaged ir\^ making his ap- 
proathes to the furt, the Lunenburg infantry^ ind a body of 
Bn^denbuig cavalry, entered the city. ^ Thcfe were foon 
joined by,a Hrong corps of Swsdijb m^xxoSn% am.gunners 
from the dutchy of Uremen, the whole garrifon forming an 
army of twelve thoufand men. However, the king did not 
relinquifh his defign ; he continued drawing lines to cut ofF 
the communication, find nctSiinr batteries to play on this 
ftrong fort. Several little foits were built to cover his ope¬ 
rations, which the Hmnburgm perceiving, dcy;imined to drive 
the Dams from, their works. A vigorous faljy was mac!»i ^Jjd 
about five hundicdinfantry cut in r-cccs*' before the 
cavalry could come to 4lw;ir atliffance ; aftAvvards. tfltf^ene 
chanc ed, the Hamburgers wire repuifed, dfwqlTbaclc \/p the 
town, and fcarcc able to pfcvcni the Danijh cavalry from 
entering the gates with them. In the heat of purfuit, a 
Danijh oiticer, having aciually got within the wi>|is, was dif- 
covereJ by the (‘incur on guard, who prefented his fef^; 
but the Du(U\ to*9 ip.iick for him, drew his pidol, ihot the 
Hamburger dend, turned his reins, and overfetting all who 
oppoicd him, made his wav back to the camp. 

Immediately after this condidi, a ne(;otIation was fet on 
foot by the elcdfor of Branflenlurg and ^the duke of Zc//, 
who came to Harhurg^ on the oppofite Ade ot tff^>^iver,‘ to 
pulh the mediation with the more vigour. 'Thm^nglijh en¬ 
voy (irenuoufly promoted an accommodation, which was at 
let^gth concluded, after his Danijh majcfly had made fruitlefe 
attempts to lay the city in a(hes with his bombs. The prin¬ 
cipal article of this treaty was, that matters fliould remain on 
the footing they then {food, until the year tyoo, without de¬ 
triment to the claim of his Danijh majefty. ' 

All tm world was afionUDied to fee the king lay 
with fiftem thoufand men to Hamburgh the works of which 
were ib exKntive as to require lixty thoufand men completdy 
to tnveft tikm. It was'believed therefore that he relied upon 
fecret promifes from iome of the chief burghers, who after¬ 
wards deceived him. ^ , , 

' Although the city xsX Hikshuxg was now fecured by a 
peace) guarantied by princes atj^e ticf ysot^ hejj y«t {h6[{|iid 
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sot fui to keep hefelf in a pofture of defence. CkrifiieaC% 

|bandtng army, and clofe alliance with franee and England^ 
gave the alarm not only to the fenate of Hamhurgy but to 
all thp ncighlMuring princoB. The North enjoy^ | 

but all the princes made vigorous 4>rep&rations, as if thejun- 
tended coining to an imngcdiate rupture. In cfl'cii, this waa 
owing to the intrigue and policy of f i avcey who finding ^ 
necellary to maintain a large army for the defence of her con¬ 
quers, thoughr nothing but to keep all the nrighbouiitig 
kingdoms iry al^e of fufpcnce. Hct views were to exhatm 
their funds carrvin:; on a war. in caiv they iliuuld ujiitc 
to retrenpi/the power i»f the houic of 
An ordonnance pubiiihed this year uy the king of Den-llh iifpute 
mark furni/hed new matter of ipetulatl-.'n, and gave the 
alarm in pariieubr to the Dutih. 'rhe u aty of commerce Dutch, 
concluded in 1647 betivcejf Dttwtutk and the United Pro¬ 
vinces was now expiied. and his mejoily raihd the du- • 
tics on /.);<Vi7j ll^ipping pafling the Ssr-na, and pioliibiied the 
e xm-it^trion . if bl^ck taitle out t>f '"/utLt: /. and other parts of 


his Jt was prcfunird that bis majcily had farther 

defig;?, f'liP } thf|e edicls nublillicd W'-h a vi,:w nu rcly to ex¬ 
cite fi^fli troci/ics. For this rcatpn th;* 7'w/.laid an em¬ 
bargo on all their fiiips dcftinej^l for the to prevent 

their being fei/.ed by the Daurt^ in ca!.’ bis majefty ihould 
think fit to rsome fuddenly to»a ruptuu*, iind before they had 
Makga'innUtures for regulating the ailair i i tltt* cudoms of the 
bound. In the mean time their amhafi: ior at iloprnhagtn 
piocured a fui'pcnlion for four yc.vrs of liny farther proceed- 
.ings, and till matters (liould be finally adjullcd by a folemii 


treaty. 

Tiik affairs of •the dutchy of Hal/iein had been long in A. D. 
a;^.it1Rn'C" TFfis Dunijh majcfly dill claimed the fovereignty 1687. 
of that m^lliy, and in a manner kept pofleffien of Hofjfieitty k!cg 6 tia~ 
as appeared from the late heavy tax impoled on the people. 

To put a final end to their differences, the duke at 
confented to a conference at Altenoy to be condu^lcd under 
the mediation of the emperor and cletlor of Erandenhurg. 

could not give ftrongcr precis of thejufiiccof his 
cag^, than by fubmitting to the mediation of princes vifibly, 
nay profefiedly, biaiied in favour of the duke. lifis highnefs 
relied upon hia declining the conference upon fWch terms ; 
bat fining that CbriJHan accroted the propofal^lhe did all 
that lay in his power to confopid the bufioefs of the negoiia- 
tion, which he knew muff ’ terminate to his difadvantage. 

All his endeavours j}o^tCMai(;,being firudrated by the vigilance 
and policy of Chri/itany llU^ighnefi was compelled, as the 
laft rer<»irce,’to ac^ede^ nh^ 'propofed accommodation, in 

hopes 
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hopes that fortune might one day prove more favourable tor 
bis pretenfions. • ^ 

The two northern crowns continued their armaments, 
1588. atfiS^che duke raifod his hopes in proportion aS he fayr the 
army increafe. At Uil he publiihed a'memorial, in 
l^nich he demanded, fird, that the«dutchy of SUjwhi^ and 
territory called le Don di Dieu, and its dependencies, 
would be reflored to th'; fame Atiiation in which they ftood 
?A. 1674, when they were lequeftered : ie^pt^dly, that the 
Vtreaties of RojchilJy tlotunh-t^rny FontalnbUa^^h'^nd Lunden^ 
ffhoi^ld be the balU of the nevotiation, and tlWj-of Rendf- 
burg totally annulled : ihiidly, that the ilflc of the 

baiih'a;»es of 'Iritinix;, Tmifiatthy and Sieenhurjl^ fhould be 


given up without any equivalent or reniaining claim : and, 
fourthly, that his highnefs (hould enjoy all the prerogatives 
of fovereignty, particularly ihofe*of collecfinsr and impofing 
taxes, and of declaring war and peace. Several other parti¬ 
culars, which we need not mention, were |^)CciHcd in this 
memorial. , « . » 

His majefty anfwered every article in a vnet.tdVial which 
he publifhed immediately after the appearailjfc of/the'''^uke’s. 
He begun with obferving, 4hat the treaties mHtioned the 
duke, could not poflibly lay foundation of the dct'ired ne¬ 
gotiation, as the face of anaVs was greatly altered fincc that 
time; and the duke having on^:e refulcJ their authority, he 

A. D. had now no rigli^ to claim any benefit horn therh. 

1689. article was minutely anfwcied, and the differences at laft 
ended by the treaty of ^Itcaa^ concluded under the mediation 
of England and Brandenburg, the former influenced to inter- • 
cede by the folicitations of prince George of Denmark^ and 
the latter from a defire to prevent Sivedeh^ marching an ar¬ 
my into Pomerania, By this treaty a general *arS^^iry was 
agreed upon, and a perpetual union and friendfhijjbi^egun be¬ 
tween the courts of Denmark and Hi‘/hin. His Danijh ma- 


jclVy reftored the duke to aH his dominions and fovereignties, 
with the right of levying taxes, making alliances, declaring 
war, concluding peace, building or demuiilhing fortrefles: 
Conelu/ioH in ^ Word, ill the prerogatives his highnefs enjoye<t^ from 
cf the dif- thc^reaty of IP'efiphalia ai»d of the North, to the year 
/eremfe be- and likewife all that he could claim from the treaty of Pon» 
tween tainhkau. ''Xhe king alfo confented to the redemption of the 
Penmark t 0 e of Ffmtgmt and the batllkiges of Steenhur/t, Trenjbuttle, 
end Hoi- Trittmv^ which had bsci^ mortgaged to the crown of 
Denmark. ' ^ 


On the other hand ‘hU hfgbne&^rej^nccd alt claims, 
pretenfions, and actions majedy fnr the damages 

mt had fttdaiiied by the retenti^ dominions, andigthe 

king's 



ne Hiftory ' §f Denmark. 

kliig^s levying his revenues for years pail. He likewrfe yielded 
«ip all claims in conTcquence of the vcrdiiSl obtained againfl • 
the duke of Jlsifteu-Phen ig the imperial chamber. Auo 
the treaty of perpetual union, family connetSlions, collec¬ 
tions, and private contracts, tHby were put on the 
footing they Aood beforf the year 1657, as was liinally 
pcelTed in the treaties of TVtfiphnUn^ FontainbUju^ 5 tc. Ac* 
other particulars were referred tu an ainic<ihie decifion ; and 
in cafe that cAi^flot be done, to the courl’e of law, with¬ 
out any atr/t^ft to be made on either l;de 10 fuccccJ by 
force. In irt*Rimoav ot this aarcement, two copies w?cre 
made outr hgned, lea!ed, and de'.ivcicd (o both parries at ///- 
tena^ on jhc rwenricth of Ywwc, 1689. Such was the end of 
thoJl; ihrtereiires bi.fvvi';t the kinj and duke <»f Ho/ftehi^ which 
was the immediate caufe m il'.e late w^r wnh Suitdm^ and 
had been for v'- ars the fubjecl of jcalouly, contention, and 
perpetual wrardm:: (A). 

Anour ihisyi nc tome ahf'rcation happened between the 

.inu about forhe Dunijli (hips 1690. 

which had detained. Chriftiun did not 

flc knew 


care to i.imfth' with that crown. 


the 


advanfagcN which hi, luhietTis deduced from the French com¬ 
merce ; hn-.v' vc^thirtritling citcuiViftance became the foun- 
dation of a t. raty, which heJortn aficr concluded with 
den^ I w vtt lKdt it was agjced, that they ih'auld mutually re-*^*^***®®* 
fer.t ine injur.'., »lone to cither, and .icl all rcfpedls like 
nations c!(<fc' cotmedb. d in intcrcfl, treaties, and natural 
alliances. liotb, notwithftandiup, confented to carrv on 
*trade in its utmoll extent; a tefoiution which gave umbrage 
to the enemies of ^hat monarchy, and was the occafion of 
hf' Ilcp ' ~i attacking a Sect of Danijh merchantmen 
bound i^^J^ance. This was an affront whie]i his majeily 
foon revenged, by ordering all Dutch vcflcls in his ports, and 
in the Sound,, to be feized \ a mcafura which foon reduced 
the republic to the necedity of uftng fupplications, and dc- 


(A) An inflance of gencro- inony could be paid. Tbcfe 
ftiy in pfiiice Geurgt of Denmark, baiiliages being now reftored to 
ad^fVv’ards married to datu the duke of Helfiein, provided 
queen of Great-Britain, ought he could redeem them ; aud 
not to e(cap« on this occafion. his htghnefs having no money 
Hu father had left him by will 'i to pay off the mort^M, prince 
a portion of three hundreS'^^wrjfc, with onparaTlelcd g^ 
thousand crowns, and his bn^ iferofity, made him the complv* 
ther. unable to advanceth^^^i ment of them, that every ob- 
affigned him the batlftagn ftruftion to a treaty fo falutary to 

ttoned aho»e, until his^i^nn-1 Deamari might be lemoved (t}. 
kSu) PTAt'MmfiU Dan. f. S4a. 

^ ^ y ^ • manding 
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rcfeiv^tion of tticfe .Unv:-»g 
icT, all lurpicion f;a»: liy 

aielly wrote to tne ulct at liatis~ 


fbeBJtoryfiflkmmk: 

mandling M accommodation. A n^ottauon fm* tKis puipofe 
was (et on foot, and a treaty finally concluded in the month • 
of whereby Denmark was permitted freely to trade with 
in all kinds of commodities, except fuch as *were 
fj^m^ited by former treatitfs; viz. faU>petre, pitch, pow- 
'dy, lead, and a few others. In consequence of this accom- 
nidation both fide:; rcicafed the (hipping they bad detained, 
aad Denmark lived upon the fame terms of amity as before 
>with the republic. 

A. f).\> m^jefty this year made a trip to vifit the 

l^i,* fortiheations creiting with the duke's cojifent ^^ndiburg. 
Such progrci'ks nude by princes always fiirnifh mattkr of fpe- 
culation, and it is conjectured that other motives th '.n thofe 
they declare actuate them. This was tbs c<fe in the prefent 
inftancc. The public would liavg it, tb.it a plan was con¬ 
certed between the kings of Dinnmk and Sweden for the 
reduction of the cities of Hand'ur’h and Bremen. The con- 
jun^urc was indeed favourable for iueh a ikfign ; all the 
princes intcreftd-d in the prcfeivation of tbefe imu---'': 
Otherwife engaged. However, 
a letter which his DuniJ}} majefty 
ben^ difclaiming an intention to molcit cither or 

Bremeny or any will tliftufb ifne rcpfc oi ilTe cmpuc. 

Nothing farther of moment happened in Denmark 
during the reign vf except fome little ditputes with 

the Dutch, the duke of HoljUin^ and the cities of Hamburg 
and Lulled'^ all wliich were accommodated with little trouble, 
and without the necenity of applying to arms. It was now 
the policy of this great monarch to preferve to bis. people 
the bicffings of peace, which he effectually did until his death. 
Death happened on the fourtfe of SeptenWer^ 

eharafifr fif^-fourth year of his age, and twenty-ninth of^p'-eigiT' 
eAChrif. The breath nad no fooner quitted his body, thai/Sme of the 
tian. by-danders cried over the window, The king is dead 
upon which count Ravenilaw called over the window of the 
young queen, “ Long live king Frederick IV.” The count’s 
voice was no fooner beard than the heralds at arms folemnly 
proclaimed the prince king of Denmark, the gates of the city 
were ihut for fome days, all the troops put under arms, 
an oath exa^sd from the fenate, magidrates, and inhabi¬ 
tants, before they were opened. 

CHRlSi'lAN V. died withf j^e reputation of one of the 
gccateft monarebs in Europe,* Tiyving given numberlefi proofs 
of his Wifdom in the cabinet i his co urage and conduct in 
field i of hb affability, tej|kjnK',-?.ion for his people, 
and every virtue which could tn^^edeem and lovet His 
gteatefi; enemies charge him (^i)y ^ oi^ foible, 



rf Demnttk. 

h!s repdi^g too much confidence in the ofuhioni of hi* 

• mioifiers and graerals, and thinking tab meanly of his own • 
underftandiog; an amtahte fault, that ever acconi|>anie^ue 
merit. He fpoke moft or the modern languages, and^^ 
made a great progreGs in thofe branches of the mathoint^ 
which regarded the mifitary art and hiftory. Chriftian uW 
never fo much pleafed as when he was prefented with fol^~ 
new geographica) chart or plan of fortification. It wouU 
be unncccffgj^w dwell upon his charafler; the Danes recit^ 
his virtues^HR the utmoft iatisfadlion to this day. 

f \ E D E R I C K IV, * 

HER t we propofed ending the hiftory, as alf^the preje- 

extraordinary particulars in the fuccccding reign will be rick IV. 
fully related in the Swedi;^ hiftory : however, to render the 
work more complete, we fhall fubjoin a fliort view of the , 
principal’a^lions of Frederick IV. who W'as immediately pro¬ 
claimed, :'.h we have feen, upon the deaiji of his father. 
tVhen ni: cerded the throne, he found it convenient fo a6t 
precidy u; on Chriftian^^ principles. He rcfolved to keep 
the duke of Holfsem dependent on his crown, and with 
that*view over t-yrjthc dutchj^ and undertook tl'.c fiegc of 
Tenningen^ tWt Jala the foundation of a long war wc fliall 
have occafum to relate in*tnc next volume. U'.s Swedi^ 
majefty iaid fiegc to Copenhagen \ and the V,?<;;'///'/ and Duub, 
as guaiantccs of the laft (kmcc, font flee^. iiint the lia/Sick; 
vigorous mciifures which redti. cJ Ftrdr i.k to the ncceftity of ^ p 
figning the I'amous peace of Fravenduh! in 1700. 1-00* 

By this treaty, the full right of fovercivnity was once more .-it. viiof 
yielded to the duke of who was to ule, without con- ins evt- 

_!, ,t.< v* annexed prerogatives; the right of making war, 

concluUi. peace, levying taxes, creeling or /aziiig fortifica¬ 
tions, fffr. with this lidiitation, that he fhould nor build within 
two miles of any Danijh fosi. h was likcwifc Hipulated, that 
bis Denifl) majefty (liould pay the duke two hundred .‘tnd fixty 
thoufand crowns; and that the chapter of Luheck fhould be at 
liberty to cle<Sl: for their bifhop a prince of Hoijtcin, l)if- 
putes however about this election happened the very next 
year. 

In 1708, after making the tour of Jtafy^ Frederick attacked 
the Sivedes in Schenen, by Whom he was roughjy handled i 
however, bis good fortune oy fca compenfated in a great 
mcafure his loftes on Ihore.l Three years after, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Po/es* h-- fcl upon kwtdijb Patnerania^ took 
DargarUn^ but* failed in i.W other enterprizes. Next year 
he made himfeif ma(?Jr bfVthc duteby oi and city 

of SlaM i but h'* army -was ^oon after defei^d byjhc Swtda^ 
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g^t ef 

and 6ne town o^Jlttm burnt to the ground. In 177^" 
* and the year following, he was fuCcersful by fea and land; 
drcH^ the Swedet out of reduced Wtfntar^ and gained 

fe^p^J other advantages, which he did nor purfiie, becaufe 
(leiceived they were Icfs Beneficial to bimfelf than to bis 
who did not merit great fervj^es from him. This it 
that inclined Fredetuk to peace, which was 
^.k'in 1720, under the rnediation of Geerge Inking 
/ Britain. 

^ This treaty fecured to his Danijh majefty'’ ^Mhi could 
'reafohably deftre. In particular, it procured was of 

gr^^coiifcqucnce to him, the guarantee of France (oi fee 
po^l^ton ot the dutchyof SUfwhk. From this time, his ma* 
jefly pafled his days in tranquillity, and only a fingle acci¬ 
dent, the burning of his capital, otrured to difi'uh };tb repofe. 
Frtdetick was certainly a wife prince, Itrongly inclined to 
promote the welfare of bis fubjedts ; brave and po’itic ; but 
too entcrprifing, as fome think, and ready to embrace the ideal 
Ichemes of projectors, upon which he iquanJer^^^, 

BU death, money, without deducing the expeCted advaniag(^^i. He died 
in 1730, m the fixtieth yea^ofhis age, dcejj.?y regretted by 
all bts fubjcCls, and highly efteemed by tl^ potentat8^ of 
Eurepe, '■ 1 

CFJRISTJJN Vr. 

Chrif- It was his fon'< 7 />r/y?irt« VI. who might juftly be called 
Ciau Vf. fee father and darling of his fubjciffs. Thia prince, imme¬ 
diately on his acceffion, made feveral alterations, all of which 
gave extreme fatisfaClion, as they were wifely calculated for 
the eafe of the people, in particular, he abolifiicd a farm, 
eflabliflied in the late reign, for the folesvending brandy, 
wine, fait, and tobacco; a farm extremely benei’icrVcfo^'’*— 
prince, but oppreffive to the fubgecl. Thofe perfomomtCiefted 
in it, offered to advance large Aims for'its continuance; but 
Chrijlian anfwered, ** It produced too much, fince his Aib- 
je<^ complained of the exa£lions it cccaAoned ;** a faying 
worthy of perpetual remembrance and admiration I 
Y yf rrf CHKISTIAN^^ whole adminiftiation was pcrfedlly*con- 

wirtv fiftent with thofe fpecimens of wifdom and moderation he g^e 

Air in the beginning of his reign. In 173^>9 he terminated th^ 

fAxy, old difputes with the c\ty td Homhurg^ which put a million 
of filver marks in his coffers, Aid produced fev'eral advanra- 
geous conceffions to his He cAablifhed a council 

•f trade, to examine all propdu^ made fior the extenfton df 
commerce, in order to give the neretfaev encour^cment fer 
exeeuthig fueh as met with app^qjipn. Every thing 
bie he did for promoting fcien(}e,^ itKs, and manufaiSfur^li^^ 
riemep being vhired at high \)rk:<!s the differeof 

- lungdom# 










